
f / 
I 

at 
After this interesting introduction, the representaiives 

came to de Hoofdvraa~ D.W •• De Grond. - the l~~ ~ ~ --
d.-

the purpose of the -.wL~~~~' Comd J.Viljoen) Uwe gro~Kebi~ 

ed zal het uwe blyven zoo ala te vo oren daaf het heoft der eerste 
~~.D+;S ~ A,l, U.u.v~ ~1,~·~~lu1r~.D/ruu{ fiuhun 
:lmigranten Comd Hendrik l?otgieter en zyne l blakes zal han eiglin-

dom bleiven, zoo Teer als dus ve er bewoont was. President 

Pretorius %&1 bleid weezen als doch maar de grenslyn zoo kanl st
S 

aan bleiven tusschen one en de Barolong. 

Both Commandant Viljoen and chief Montsh iwa made an path bef.re 

the wi tnes s es and signed the treaty as 

De contrakeerende partygen, 

fter which the following also signed ot attached their marks as 

witnesses Jakebus 'nyman, Capt. Moilwa en al zyn volk, Molema, 
) 

pule, Uttlale, Rabodieco, Willi am Marum 0 , Bodumele, Jan lJ[ahura 

and Hans ' etlali. ~ This is the ~eace l rea ty r efer r ed to by 

Tkeal in his history of outh Africa l834-l85 4.p. 5~~ . on~reads 

i t with h a unting feelings of its unreality, and ap.arently st did 

Montl:Jh iwa as we shall soon see. 

When he left Dikhukhung to comply with commandant Viljoens 

i nvitation, he had g iven instructions to his uncle Mokgweetsi to 

conduct the clan to I~,~ ~~/~ to S~)and thence to 

~-S~ in the Bangwaketse country by agreement with the • 
• , ~ Hangwake t se chief Gaseits~we. Thithe r he followed the tri_e, 

bu t fi.rs t directed his brothers elere, Motshegare ~nd Molema. 

a nd his uncle Moshoela to go and ocell y the old tri.al site * a.t 

Lotlhakane which they had abandoned at the beginning of xhe ~ pre-

vious year. 

Montshiwa then followed up the tribe to egeng , where a ha~twas 

made. Here at ~' egen~ resided Ga.seitsiwe, t he rightful Bangwake1!o 

tse chief who was struggling to r egain his rights of chieftain-

ship from . enthufi, and be t ween whom and the latter the Bangwake

tse tribe was ck::t divided, enthufi having however the larger po

r t ion. ~ow Gaaeit~iwe's mother (Monjankunyana) was of the 

T h · d . .t.X/Te-..d'u:rt\..- , $ j4uQ ~vvr- evY<-?L 
S l l ~arOlOn! and was lnfact Montshiwa& ~ . s_. 

'l'V\-e'I~ ~ ~ - . ~~ T~~ u.,~v: t.v~ Ch-uya...nd.s 7YLi:J~ (S1L12.. 1CJr&.- 'r' ) 
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Gaseitsiwe and Montshiwa were therefore cous i ns, 

and E~xmnrK had ~ grown up and lived together at .hunwana 

and - h itshane during the troubled days of the Manthat i si i nvas i ons , , 

and what is further important is tha t they were about the same age ; 

they belonged to the same regiment or age group; they had together 

undergon e the ceremonies of initiation into manhood . Spiritually, 

therefore, Montshiwa and his BhROLONG · 7RE T H 1. ' 011G T~ Bangwa -

ketsej of Gaseitsiwe. 

Under these circumstances, therefore , Montshiwa could not view 

with i ndi fference the usurpation of Gaseits i we I S rights by uent huf i, 

and so he immediately set to work to bring ab out his restora tion e' 

I n 185 :5 he visited Cl echele at his new village Dithurabureng with t he 

ex ress pu~pose of p r op osing a combine agains t Senthufi • As Sechele 

woul d not act , Montshiwa of himself gave mi litary ass i stance to Gase -

itsiwe e he combined force attacked enthufi at Male on the west of 

~anye , J defeated him and ae se cured Gasei t siwe in the undisputed 
tmieftainship 
eA~ e~a~~fttp of the angwaketse e 

ft~r a soj uurn of two or three years ay egeng, the 

tribe of Yonts h iwa moved further north to J elokolela , where they 
i 

spent abput four years. About this time~ l ung d' s ease broke out 

among catt l e in epimedic ~x~m form , and the Barolong who were just 

about to f eel t he ground beneath their feet stwnbled a gain into the s= d - of poverty. 

OfitlZ Four years had now passed since the signing 1tkle unbusines s like .tXli 

t rea ty between Montshiwa and Vi l joen , and besides ~ a short &tay 

t he re by Selere,otshegare and Mo l ema or occasional visits of one or 
J)~crr\.q 

another subchief to t h e tribal ruins of, Lotlhakane and the Barolong 

ppsts there , Monts h iwa h ad not made any attempt to re - occupy the 
fA.., 

country which that 'rreaty recognised his cla im to and g i ve him the ri -

h t to occupy . 

NOW, however , in 1857 , he sen t his brother Molema to make his 

perraanent station there ,~With a following of about twelve families 
) 
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Molema settled at the rocky parts of the Kolopo ~ . about fifteen miles below 
he 

its source, the place 'tv-hich i:s called Mafikeng ( the place of rocks) since corr-

upted by the English settlers into 'Mafeking/lI 

The ~ Molopo WaS a noble stream at that time, i t s valley was thickly wood 

ed e specially wit.h the Iia:x: mosilabele (karee boom ) and mokgalo (hook thorn) and 

SWaImed with different species of wild animals and antelope - lions, baffaloes, 

rhinoceroses, hippopotami,leoperds, gnus, zebras, wolves, jackals, hyenas ~and a 

variety of buck. (Gig Game Shooting :Clive Phillips-rloolley Vol I) It was there-

fofe a hunters ' paradise • 
• 1.. Jl.. 

At Maf~~g , Molema was right across the pat h of events, at the cross-roads 

of the south-northward and the east-westwards roads; at the place of call after 

Kurum an , on the already famous Missionaries ' or ~raders' or Hunters ' Road from 

Cape Town, Grahamstown or Graff Reine.t on the south to the magical north, and from 

Pretori a , R~stenburg and Magaliesburg on the east to the debatable and unchartered 

limits of the South African R~blic on the west. 

,.t.- ~ 
l·.i:olema vIas not long at this cross-roads of Mafeklllg when he came into fre -

quent contact 
farmers 

Boer~ 

huntinG expeditions 
with English big game hunters as they passed north, and /\~ of 

ffom the South African Republic • He was soon alarmed by the move-
with their cattle grazing 

ments of the latter as they extended/more and more westlitards in search of graxing 
by 

across the line stipulated by the Pretorius' Treaty of 1851 , and still more iR 

their erecting houses in ever, increasing numbers on the Barolong side of that 

line so recentl - con n irf103 by vommandant Jan Viljoen in unambiguous terms . Need-

less toy{s state that the contact was not always amicable , because the Boers were 

aJ'propriatt ng land which the Barolon::-; claimed, and demanded labour which the 

latter were unwilling to give . These move ments and disputes Molema reported to 

Montshi1-va ",vi th an urgent warning that his land was shrinking as a r esult of 

Boer encroachment • 
In 1859 Montshiwa moved from Selokolela further north-west 

into the country of the BangvraKetse and made his settlement at Moshaneng, a 

place about fifteen miles to the west of Kanye . It is a beautiful locality with 

an abund~nce of noble forest Jc tress and surface water. Asbestos has been dis-

covered here in recent years, and its mining carried on on a biggish scale . 

Though living in f oreign terri tory, Montshiwa still retained his claim of 

ownership and kingship over the country he had left at Lotlhakane and upper 

~ Molopo R. wlire he had stationed his brother Molema as lieutenant or deputy. 
I 
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As a r esult of th latters frequent l-larnings , the chief n01f sent his o ther brothers 

at t his time to hold the key positions in the Barolong country as delimited by .......... 

the Pretorius '£reaty of 1851 • Saane was to occupy a place called Modimola, t welve 

miles west of Mafikeng; Seru was directed to build his village on the northern D: 

bank of the Molopo about t welve miles to the east of Mafeking at a place called ~ 

Dishwaing. Selere was directed to live at a place afterwards called Dithakong about 

eight miles to the south of Mafeking adjacent to the old site of Lotlhakane 

evacuated in 1852 , 



Montshiwa had XB not long ensconced himself at far-off Moshaneng 

in fancied security, away frmn the disconcerting noises of commandos 

and the strident demands for .Labour _It wrapped in eternal si.J.ence and 

far from enemies It when to his utter dismay a new and 'sinister ' ~ 

force dec~ared itse.J.f right in ~s town . It was the r~se of ~xxtX.~ity 

Christianity in his c.J.an, and it caused him much worry because it cha-

llenged the nationa.J. re.J.igion and tradition upon w~ch much of his 

authority rested • Itjwas an inharmonious element in the tribal life o 

During the sojourn of the Baro.J.ong in Thaha Ncho (1833-1841), 

some of them had been converted to Chr i stianity. Chief among these wer~ 

Rapu.J.ana Makgetla and Galeboe Thwane , two very old men of Tawana's 

age group , Leinana Mot~ogelwa , Maleme Tau and Jan Leshomo, Montshiwa 

counsel.J.ors , and MO.J.ema, Monts~wa's own brother. By reason of his birth 

MO.J.ema was the natural loader of t~s sect of a.J.ien faith. 
) 

During the twe.J.ve years of the Baro.J.ong migrations these men had 

faitl1fu.J..lY carried on with their preaching, their Class meetings and 

their worship and had attracted many into the circ.Le of Christian .Light 
and 

so that at Mat.Lwang in .l84.J. to .J.848 , at Lot~hakane in .l84~ to .J.852, EK 

~~xDmxNa~:x& their numbers had steadi.lY increased. 

Now at oshaneng, with t he more sett.led state of the tribe, thes: ~eo~ 
of the Word l as they were ca.Lled formed themselves into an organised 

society whose way of life stood out in sharp contrast to ZkK many heat-
~~ demanded by '~r 

hen practices and tribal. ~ges ~ nationa.l re.J.igion . 'rhis was a gJaI 

great embarrasament to the Chief Montshlwa, a.J.l the more because his 

own daughter- Buku, and bis brothers Molema and Saane were leaders in 

this revolut~onary and subversive movement. .' . _ 
of- 1f'U!.-1~ fY!/SSI.07\.CVr1j ~ 

When the Rev John Mackenzie?'\vislted Moshaneng in .L860, and 

.J.862, he found the re.lations strained between the conservative party 
Mokgwetsi, 

l.ed by the Chi~ and/his uncle and mentor Mm in Tswana l.aw on the 

one side and the Christian party .led by MO.lema, Saane and Buku his 

brothers and daughter on t he oth~r side • lilackenzie4 writes: Ii In Mont

she wa and MO.J.oma who are brothers, we have an instance of the separat-

ion which t he gospel. makes in heathen l.ands, the one be.J.ieving in Pagan

ism and t~e other in Christ ••• oThe young peop.lo especially were losing 

confidence in the old custo~s and giving increased attention to the 
e-

dovtrines taught from the Word of God ••••• Montshiwa the chief assumed 
,-i 



an attitude of open hosti~ity to his q~istian ~ subjects, 

and matters were brought to a ~ crisis by the unusua~ly Xz%B 

~arge number of young people, who unde r religious impression ceased 

to take an interest in those subjects which engage the attention of 

the young in a heathen town. The chief's decision was that they must 

first pbserve the usua~ custom of their forefathers, and especia~ly 

I 

that they must observe Dhe reed dance, and that they might afterward~ 

i f they chose join the word of God. Molema and his disciples were 

opposed to the course as one which virtua~ly obliged them to serve 

two masters . ••• One can imagine the consequent , pi tsos, accusations, 

defences and genera.L loud ta~k in pub~ic; the asserverations, the 

upbraidings and the fami.Ly strifes in privaje.( Jo~ackenzie :The Oran~ 

River. pp 103,228, 229). 

Dr Emi~ Ho,ub, anf Austrian gent~eman/who visited Moshaneng in ~873 

made the same observation, and that when on t he advice of the rain 

doctors the tr i be was ordered to take part in the ceremonies of rain 
.so 

making, the fo~lowers of the new faith refused to come, and/ t he chief 

f~rbad chuech gatherings and services, and dispersed any people so/ 

mj6nded. (Emid-irIe.xu"9: JlSJll[iHlX~9a%1l-:ar.K ~mx~k ~pirxay ~o~~m) 

later found the converts to be the most loya~ and industrious of his 

peop~e. t'Emi.L Ho.Lub: Seven Years in South Africa • .P .2~6) . 
To compare small t hings wtth great things, the position ,at Moshaneng 

resembled the period of the rise of Christianity ±NxREmR when the 

Roman emperors viewed it as a divisive force and considered it their 

duty to oppose and crush it and to persecute its ~eaders and fo.L~owers, 

In the meantime, whi~e perp~exity ru~cd at Moshameng, things were ~ 

going none too we~~ in the po~itica~ arena at t he Mo~opo. In ~865, Xk 

the Boers from the western Transvaal had come to Molcma at Iviafeking 
/ 

to demand 'hut tax, or alternatively labourers, but of course he reje -

cted their demands angrily on the grounds that the Baro~ong were not 

l - Iw ~"i:'" ==-' subjects of t he Transvaali For several more ~ 
i/ / 

to ;enforce thr dena:m.d 

\ .?-~s~~ t __ r!_o __ _ __ __ ~At the sam~e --- -
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