TD/

5%

Zs
at
After this interesting introduction, the representafiives

came to de Hoofdvraag D.W.s. De Grond. = the vaiscn o Ju:ﬁt——
the purpose of the -witeTing Comd J.Viljoen) Uwe grongebie

ed zal het uwe blyven 200 als te vooren daar het hooft der eerste

velgors oo Ml o volle 5o qa%elord wwerd ful- qrondgobud derhun
Bmigranten Comd Hendrik Potgieter en zyne’blakes zal han eigdn=
dom bleiven, goo veer als dus veer bewoont was. President
Pretorius =gl bieid weezen als doch maar de grenslyn zoo kani'st~
aan bleiven tusschen oné en de Barclonge.
Both Commandant Viljoen and chief lontshiwa made an path befere
the witnesses and signed the treaty as

De contrakeerende partygen,

After which the following also signed ot attached their marks as
witnesses Jakobus Snyman, Capte. Moilwa en al zyn volk, Molema,
Pule, nitiale, Rabodieco, William Marumo, Bodumele, Jan Mahura
and Hans Betlali.” This is theigeace zpeaty referred to by
Theal in his history of South Africa 1834-1854.p.526. Onefreads
it with haunting feelings of its unreality, and apparently s¢§ did
Montshiwa as we shall soon see.

When he left Dikhukhung to comply with commandant Viljomns
invitation, he had given instructions to his uncle llokgweetsi teo
conduct the clan to TSOMWMJM Mz,'{o&&&/ Wereee o Sé’«geng)and thence to
Gw-sa&ﬁduh—in the Bangwaketise country by agreement with the ¥
Bangwaketse chief Gaseits%we. Thither he followed the tribe,

but first directed his brothers Selere, Motshegare and Molema
eand his uncle Moshoela to go and occupy the old tribwgl site & at
Lotlhakane which they had abandoned at the beginning of the p pre=

vious year.
liontshiwa then followed up the tribe to Segeng, where a haﬂtwas
wade. Here at $egeng resided Gaseitsiwe, the rightful Bangwakew®
tse chief who was struggling to regain his rights of chiefggin~
ship from senthufi, and between whom and the latter the Bangwake=
ise tribe was &x divided, 8enthufi having however the larger po-

riion. Now Gaseitsiwe's mother (Monjankunyana) was of the

X frecelion STRED L A
Ishidi Barolong; and was infact Montshiwagg ::ti. = :
Wrelhie v Do .Lé.,u(ﬂ Touranes urolows anel Oryangs meolhey (Ste Table P



Montshiws*s—aunt. Gaseitsiwe and Montshiwa were therefore cousins,
and WREkxizxmerx had gxrxm grown up and lived together at Khunwana
and Phitshane during the troubled days of the Manthatisi invasions, g
and what is further important is that they were aboul the same age ;
they belonged to the same regiment or age group; they had together
undergone the ceremonies of initiation into manhood . 3piritually,
therefore, Montshiwa and his BAROLONG WERE AT HOME AMONG THE Bangwa -
ketsel of Gaseitsiwe. y
[$55° Under these circumstanﬁes, therefore, lMontshiwa could not view
with indifference the usurpation of Gaseitsiwe 's rights by ©enthufi,
and so he immediately set to work to bring about his restoration ..
In 1885 he visited Sechele at his new village Dithurabureng with the
express pu%pose of proposing a combine against Senthufi . As Seéchele
would not act, Montshiwa of himself gave military assistance to Gase-
itsiwe . The combined force attacked Senthaafi at Male on the west of
fanye , £ defeated him and &E secured Gzseitsiwe in the undisputed
Khieftainship
ekresatshits of the Bangwaketse .

After a sojuurn of two or three years ay Segeng, the
tribe of Vontshiwa moved further north to Selokolela, where they
spent abpat four years. About this timem lung disease broke out
among cattle in epimedic fxmm form, and the Barolong who were just
about to feel the ground beneath their feet stumbled again into the
igﬁig of poverty.

Four years had now passed since the signing ihzjunbusinesslike XX
treaty between Montshiwa and Viljoen, and besides mxx a short atay
there by Selere, lMotshegare and Molemsg or occasional visits of one or
another subchief to the tribal ruins o?;Lotlhakane and the Barolong
bpsts there, lMontshiwa had not made any attempt to re-occupy the
country which that Breaty recognised his claim to and ;z§e him the ri=-
ght to occupy.

1857

Now, however, in 1857, he sent his brother lolema to mgke his

bPermanent station there,With a following of about twelve families,
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Molema settled at the rocky parts of the Molopo R. about fifteen miles below
its source, the place which 'xgecalled Mafikeng ( the place of rocks) since corr-
upted by the English gettlers into 'Mafeling/"

The mmkx Molopo was a noble stream at that time, its valley was thickly wood
ed especially with the Bax mosilabele (karee boom) and mokgalo (hook thorn) and
swaormed with different species of wild animals and antelope - lions, baffaloes,
rhinoceroses, hippopotami,leoperds, gmus, zebras, wolves, jackals, hyenas and a
variety of buck. (Gig Game Shooting :Clive Phillips-Woolley Vol I) It was there-
fofe a hun‘bers.' paradise.

At Mai:;lafﬁg » Molema was right across the path of events, at the cross-roads
of the south-northward and the east-westwards roads; at the place of call after
Kuruman, on the already famous Missionaries' or %‘raders' or Hunters' Road from
Cape Town, Yrahamstown or Graff Reinet on the south to the magical north, and from
Pretoria, Rystenburg and Magaliesburg on the east to the debatable and unchartered

limits of the South African RePublic on the west.

&
Molema was not long at this cross-roads of Mai‘ekﬁzg when he came into fre-
hunting expeditions

quent contact with English big game hunters as they passed north, and /\m of

farmers
Boer jmmiExxz ffom the South African Republic . He was soon alarmed by the move-
with their cattle grazing
ments of the latter as they extended/more and more westwards in search of graxing
by

across the line stipulated by the Pretorius'! Treaty of 1851 , and still more im
their erecting houses in ever.increasing numbers on the Barolong side of that

3 a
)

line so recently con™irmed by Commandant Jan Viljoen in unambiguous terms. Need-
less tofisstate that the contact was not always amicable, because the Boers were
appropriati:\ng land which the Barolonz claimed, and demanded labour which the
latter were unwilling to give. These movements and disputes Molema reported to

Montshiwa with an urgent warning that his land was shrinking as a result of

Boer encroachment .
In 1859 Montshiwa moved from Selokolela further north-west

into the country of the Bangwaketse and made his settlement at Moshaneng, a
place about fifteen miles to the west of Kanye. It is a beautiful locality with
an abund_nce of noble forest “tress and surface water. Asbestos has been dis-
covered here in recent years, and its mining carried on on a biggish scale.
Though living in foreign territory, Montshiwa still retained his claim of
ownership and kingship over the country he had left at Lotlnakane and upper

Molopo R. wl'}vre he had stationed his brother Molema as lieutenant or deputy.
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As a result of th latters frequent warnings, the chief now sent his @ther brothers
at © h is time to hold the key positions in the Barolong country as delimited by
the Pretorius A"‘reaty of 1851 . Saane was to occupy a place called Modimola, twelve
miles west of Mafikeng; Seru was directed to build his village on the northern k=
bank of the Molopo about twelve miles to the east of Mafeking at a place called &is
Dishwaing. Selere was directed to live at a place afterwards called Dithakong about
eight miles to the south of Mafeking adjacent to the old site of Lotlhakane

evacugted in 1852 .
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Montshiwa had xm not long ensconced himself at far-off Moshaneng
in fancied security, away from the disconcerting noises of commandos
and the strident demands for labour -"wrapped in eternal silence and
far from enemies " when to his utter dismay a new and 'sinister ' Rmxz
force deciared 1tself right in his town. It was the rise of fhexkxamity
Christianity in his clan, and it caused him much worry because it cha-
ilenged the national reiLigion and tradition upon which much of his
authority rested . Itfwas an inharmonious element in the tribal Llife.

During the sojourn of the Baroiong in Thaha Ncho (1833-184.1),

some of them had been converted to Christianity. Chief among these werg
Rapulana Makgetlia and Galeboe Thwane , two very oid men of Tawana's
age group , Leinana lMotLogeiwa , Maleme Tau and Jan Leshomo, Montshiwa
counselLlorsyand Moiema, lontshiwa's own brother. By reason of his birth
loLema was the natural Leader of this sect of alien faith,

During the twelve years of the Baroliong migrations these men had
faithfulliy carried on with their preaching, their class meetings and
their worship and had attracted many into the circite of Christian iight

and
go that at Matiwang in 1841 to 1848 , at Lotihakane in 1849 to 1852, =mm

8 thelr numbers had steadiiy increased.
”
Now at Moshaneng, with tne more settied state of the tribe, these %morzt
of the Word" as they were cailled formed themselves into an orgenised
society whose way of Life stood out in sharp contrast to kkm many heat-
- demanded by -
hien practices and tribadl %£22£§Les PX national rerigion ,This was a gem
great embarrassment to the Chief Montshiwa, all the more because his
own daughter- Buku, and his brothers lMoliema and Saane were leaders in
this revoiutionary and subversive movement, - e
of- e Jenden Misswnary Soeweh

When the Rev John Mackenzie?\visited Moshaneng in 1860, and

1862, he found the reiations strained between the conservative party
Mokgwetsi,

led Dby the chie# and/his uncle and mentor ¥m in Tswana law on the
one side and the Christian party ied by Moiema, Saane and Buku his
brothers and daughter on the other side . “ackenzied writes: “ In Mont-
shg:ha and lMoiLema who are brothers, we have an instance of the separat-
ion which the gospel makes in heathen Liands, the one beliieving in ragan=
ism and the other in Chfist...oThe young people especlally were losing

confidence in the old customs and giving increased attention to the

¢
dogtrines taught from the Word of God.....Montshiwa the chief assumed

s
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an attitude of open hostiiity to his q%istian xukFmEx subjects,

and matters were brought to a kmad crisis by the unusualily Xaxs
large number of young people, who under religious impression ceased

to take an interest in those subjects which engage the attention of
the young in a heathen town, The chief's decision was that they must
first pbserve the usual custom of their forefathers, and especially-
that they muét observe the reed dance, and that they might afterwards,
if they chose join the word of God., Molema and his disciples were
opposed to the course as one which virtuaily obliged them to serve

two masters.... One can imagine the consequent. pitsos, accusations,
defences and general loud taik in pubiic; the asserverations, the
upbraidings and the family strifes in privage.( J.Mackenzie:The Orangs.
River, pp L05’228i 229). and,hélfﬂhr
Dr Emit Hoﬁub, an? Austrian gent¢ema§/who visited Moshaneng in 1873
made the same observation, and that when on the advice of the rain
doctors the tribe was ordered to take part in the ceremonies of raim
making,the foilowers of the new faith refused to come, and/the chief
forbad chuech gatherings and services, and dispersed any people s%/

1
mgnded. (Bnk! -Ho kb : xSexenx¥e xu-+x Smuth Afvizay p.e8H)

s However, “lMontshiwa
later found the converts to be the most ioyai and industrious of his
people. Emil Holub: Seven Years in South Africa, p.2Y6)

To compare small things ﬁgth great things, the position.at Moshaneng
resembied the period of the rise of Christianity imxRsm= when the
Roman emperors viewed it as a divisive force and considered it their
duty to oppose and crush it and to persecute its leaders and foiiowers.
In the meantime, while perpiexity ruted at Moshameng, things were #
going none too well in the political arena at the Molopo., In 1865, xk
the Boers from the western Transvaal had come to Moiema at Mafeling
to demand 'hut tax: or alternatively Labourers, but ofcourse he reje-—
cted their demands angriiy on the grounds that the Baroiong were not

? 2 had beest e
subjeects of the Transvaa%fﬁFor severaL,mpnths nothing more was heard

fEBBﬁtThut“fﬁi;iéﬁfﬁihJ;ééé'théye wds a régewa;/of the &;Zﬁnd, and\g

;commanda.JWas sehp to enforce Léy but agaiﬁﬁmoxema Oppo;Ad thr demaﬁd

X \ / X
‘and drove\back thecommando, e tﬁng\fnmpx’ﬁége a pronst tq_the Lanq\
{ N . o, b SRR e ) i el e T e :

ydqgst at_EEEEEQfstr$§§,;At the same time Montéglwa\/ﬁqrmaxly addresse\
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