
Let us study cooperatives, Insurance, Building Societies  and 
f in a lly  Banks.

JJhile doing a l l  th is  we must save our money is  we can and' educate * 
our & ildren ,as  best we can. We shall tSrus prepare them to face the 
problems o f  race and colour re lations  o f  the people and o f  South Africa 
as a whole with better  mental equipment. In short they w ill be enabled 
in a larger measure than ourselves to play their  f u l l  part, make their 
contribution and render fu l le r  and greater services to their South Africa 
as b e f i t  c it izensh ip , f.

LEGAL AID.
f



85 Toby Street 
Sophiatown 

Johannesburg 
22/11/1945.

Liberty Printing 
325 6th Street*A siatic Bazaar 
Pre to r ia .

Gentlemens
I received a sample oopy o f  your fin ished  book let» 

"Zenzele" and your ac'count fo r  £ 4 .0 .0 . although the 
goods have not been delivered ,

I regret» howsyer, to inform you that I cannot accept 
the work as shown by the sample in which not only the paper 
the set-up but also the nara&s* addresses and some o f  ths 
designation o f  committses arewrong.

Such\booklet is  o f no use tbxus#
tits fa ct that I har< 

months to Complete the printing o f  1(
In Tiew o f  tl allowed you over two 

bskklets and\yet
during that \time yoU/foave turned out something most un
sat is fa ctory\ l haY sA therefors, no optiot^but to cancel 
the order and g ire  th\ work to a printer 
work properly Vnd with dispatch as the booklet *as due 
to be in the hahds o f  members some time ago.

ours fa ith fu lly *

-  \l\CSU^Lj -Ja D Z

T a t s
O v xJh  - / / '  -  , 

A jX o
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L IG H TB O D Y 'S  (P T Y .) LTD .
D I R E C T O R S :

T .  D.  L I G H T B O D Y  

K.  G .  F L E M I N G  

J .  F.  L I G H T B O D Y  

A.  P. P R E N T I C E

Telegraphic Address “ LIGHTWEAR**

mm
( P T Y . )  L T D .

M e n ’4 OjutfaJkteM and  OxuloW

COR. P R E S ID E N T & J O U B E R T  s t r e e t s  
P.O. BOX 2177 T E L E P H O N E  2 2 -6 7 7 4

£ oficuined£iWigi

15th December, 1945*

The Chairman,
African Drought R e lie f  Fund CoiLmittee, 

c /o  Dr. A. B. luma,
104 End Street,

Johannesburg.

Dear Sir,
in  reply to your c ircu la r  le t te r  o f appeal 

we have pleasure in enclosing herewith our cheque fo r
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ffiggosap m s t o m . aa .- m  a m  cm  m u m  .ooNSBass
QON.STITU.TIQN OF 1943.

%

ffhareas the spirit of the South African National Congress - an 
African Organisation established at Bloemfontein on the 8th January,
1912 7 has always been that its constitution may and should be amended 
modified_simplified improved or brought up to date in accordance with 
the requirement and the demand of times and circumstances;

And whereas it was found desirable and proper that the name of the 
said organisation be slightly changed by the ommission of the word ’̂ pouth", 
in the amended constitution passed and adopted in 1918 (heroin after 
referred to as the 1918 constitution);

And whereas although the 1918 constitution of the Affican National 
Congress (section 148) stipulates that tho objects of tho African 
National Congress shall not at any time be capable of being rescinded 
rovisod altered amonded or added to; yet it is obvious that this 
provision refers only to the- substance of the objocts; consequently, 
the objocts can bo ro-stated, condensed or improved upon as far as tho 
wording expression or language is concerned;

And whnroaa it is at present the feeling of tho majority of thp members 
of African National Congress that tho 1918 Constitution do now amended, 
condonsod or simplified, but not entirely abolished or repoalod;

And whoreas at Bloemfontoin in December,1943, tho Conference of the 
African National Congress passed and adopted a Constitution (Hereinafter) 
calloc" the 1943 Constituion) which has caused and is causing a general 
discontent and dissatisfaction among the members of tho said 
organisatioxi> on the grounds inter alia; that this 1943 constitu: 
doe's not indicate clearly its continuity with past ccjnstitutions 
the African National Congress (which constitutions are highly tret 
in the hearts of most Africans); and that this 1943 constitution con! 
other several defects and serious omissions;

Aafl whereas it is highly oxpedient and desirable that the errors 
defects and omissions of the 1943 constitution be rectified;

Now tharfiforft _ this Conference of the African National Congress sitting 
at Bloemfontein this 16th day of December 1945, decidcs ana resolves to 
amond the 1943 constitution as follows.

1 . QBJj&TS (Section 2) - .
(a) To combat eradicate and discourage tho feeling of tribalism 

and promote the spirit of national unity and solidarity 
among African people.

(b) To strive and work for the elementary and4 inalienable right 
of Africans to fy11 citizenship' in tno.land of their birth*

(c) To oppose with cqnsti tu lional' or unconstitutional means all 
or any discriminatory or oppressive laws made passod or 
directed against Africans, * __

(d) To advance, protect and defend tho interests of tho 
African people politically,economically, socially, 
educationally and morally.

32CTIQH .3 (a)(Membership)

Substitute "African" for "any person",
(bty Insert "African" between, "a n y a n d  "prganisation". .after 

"reason", add "provided that such reasons be givanif 
desired or requested by the majority of delegates in a 
National Conference of the African National Congress.

#



(Branchos) Ins toad of "not losss than tvvo commit too 
mombors "pay.",, "pot moro than 5 commit toe members “j.

^SQlIiZ_5. (Provincial Conference) at tho end of sub-section (a) 
and after Province”,, add: "The names of Provincial 
Gpngrossos shall be altered as follows 

'Tho Natal Nativo Congress* shall bo’African National 
Congress (Natal)*; "Tho Orange Free State Native Congress?1’ 
shall bo .'African*Nation 1 Congress ( O .F . S ) T h o  

( (i Transvaal Native Oongress* shall bo Hrioan National
« - • Congress (Transvaal) V S h e  (Jap© Native Congress* shall 

be African National-Congress .(Capo)•

.SI& I I UN fi. (Provincial Committee) (a) (Replace tho words, "not less 
than 15 Committee members", by the words. Mnot more than 
15 Committee mombors’V

(b)ik.t end of paragraph and "Conference", add “failure so 
to do shall expose the National Sxecutive to a voto of 
no confidence at the opening of noxt Conference

(a) Instead of .''shall have powor to frame rulQs",say '‘shall 
frame rulos."# >fter "Congress” .add "Such rules to bo 
published for the benefit of all mombors within twolvo 
months aftor tho National fixocutivo in question.

(bij) Doloto "shall have power to frame rules", and substitute 
"pay framG wiles41.

For. '^onoral"(.put '^iscollaneous" and beforo "Congress'* 
at beginning oT paragraph put (a)

 ̂̂  • > * *

’■"Vû Tw'O TjuXtjwTi s’flaii *bi) Uiec'oi/'i -ah 3T1i fcT ElGiaVui.
of Executive Committeo in tho National or Provincial 
Congross or in tho branchos thereof who is a member of 

■' political parties or other political organisations, 
unless such a porson binds himself to rosign forth with 
fron tho political party or organisation concerned in 
order that he may devote himself wholly to Oongress Yfork,

(c) Tho provisions of the 1918 constitution which are in 
conflict or inconsistent with the provisions of this 
constitution shall bo deemed to have been herewith 
repoalod,

(d) If any matter arises on which this constitution.;is silent 
recourse shall be had to the rolovant provisions if any 
of the 1918 Constitution.

(e) Three or more branchos situated in the same area or 
region can arrange for and hold regional Conferences or 
meetings as often as they think fit.

(f )  The Provincial Preside*t and Provincial Executive 
Committee shall be elected every twt years.



r i . ..... _ .

CONSTITUTION OP THF_ AFRICAN NATIONAL CONGRESS

l,_NAME.The name of the organisation shall he the African National 
Congress.

HBTECTS: The aims of Congress shall be
'(a) To protect and advance the interest of a ll African 

in a i l  itters affecting them.
(b) To attain the freedom of the African People from all 

discriminatory lav/s whatsoever.
( c) To strive and work for the unity and co-operation of 

the African ^eonle in every possible way.
( d) To stride and to work for the fu ll  ■participation of the 

African in the Government of South Africa.

3 , MEMBERS:
fa) Individual Bodies; An.v person over 17 years of age who is 

w illin g "to subscribe to the aims of Congress and to abide 
by its Constitution and rules may become an individual 
member upon application to the nearest Branch.

(b) A f f i liated Members; Any organisation whose aims are in
Harmony’" with the ‘aims of Congress may become an affiliated 
body upon anplication, in the case of a Provincial or 
local organisation, to the Provincial Committee and in 
the case of a National Organisation, to the Working 
Committee.

The Executive reserves the right to refuse an application without 
giving reasons.

4 BRANCHES:
("a)’ Branches may be formed w ifi the approval of a Provincial 

Committee in any locality within its Province,
(b) A B ranch shall consist of not less than 20 individual 

members.
( c) Each Branch shall hold an Annual General Meeting at which 

it shall elect a chairman, a secretary, treasurer and 
not less than two committee members„

5 .  PROVINCIAL CONFERENCE:
(a) The Provincial Conference' shall be the highest organ of 

Congress in each Province,
(b) An annual provincial conference shall be held in each of 

the provinces of the Union of South Africa. Special 
provincial conferences may be convened at such ot'ier 
time as the provincial committee may deem f it , and shall 
be convened upon the requisition addressed to the Provi
ncial Committee, of branches and/or affiliated  organisa
tions representing at least one-quarter of the total  ̂
number of delegates entitled to be present at a Provinc
ia l  conference,

( c) Each orancia shall be entitled to be represented at the 
provincial conference by one delegate for every twenty 
members or in/the proportion'laid down o.v the provincial 
conference from time to time,

( d) Each affiliated  shall be entitled to be represented at 
the provincial conference by one delegate for every 100 
members or in the proportion'laid down by the provincial 
conference from time to time,

(e) No branch or affiliated  body shall be represented'by 
more than 10 delegates at a provincial conference.

( f) The provincial conference in each province shal l be
responsible for th affairs of congress in that province 
subject only to the general supervision and control of 
the National Executive• Committee and the working committee.

6 . PROVINCIAL.......... /



6 • PRO TIN Cl A u COMMITTEE:
( a) 1 he annual provincial conference shall elect a provincial 

committee consisting of a president and 11  committee 
members of whom the presidenf and not less than 5 committ
ee members shall be resident within EQ niles of the 
provincial headquarters £ 3-gr.ated from time to time by 
the provincial conference,

(b) The provincial committee shall elect a secretary and a 
treasurer from amongst its members resident as provided 
in the foregoing section,.

(c) The provincial committee shall meet at least once in eVery 
3 months and at such other times as it  deems necessary*
It  shall be the executive body of the provincial confere
nce and shall administer the affairs of Congress within 
the province between provincial conference, and shall 
convene provincial conferences at the times provided 
herein:

( d) T he provincial committee shall submit an annual report of 
the Congress organisation work and finances in the province 
to the provincial conference and the working committee 
not later than 6 weeks before the annual national confer
ence, On failure on the part of any provincial committee 
to function in terms of this constitution, the working 
committee may convene a provincial conference to elect a 
new provincial committee and may form a committee to carry 
on congress work in the province during the interim period

7. NATIONAL CONFERENCE;
("a) The national conference shall be the supreme body of 

Congress and shall determine its general policy and 
programme,

(b) An annual national conference shall be held once a year 
at a time and place decided upon r t the preceding 
annual -atioral confercnce. Special national conferences 
may be convened at such other times as the national 
executive committee may deem f i t , and shall be convened 
upon requisition addressed to the Working coTrrnittee by 
two or more provincial conferences.

( c) The provisions of clauses 5 ( c) ?(d) and (e) shall apply, 
mutatis mutandis9 to the election of delegates to the
n a t i ona 1 c on f r r en ce

8 . NATIONAL EXE-CUT ITT COMMITTEE/
("a)"“Once every- thre’e years The national conference shall 

elect a national executive committee consisting of a 
national president, a national secretary and a national 
treasurer, <?nd not less than 15 committee members.

(b) The N *FfC, stall meet on the day of its election and there- 
after at least once in  G months and at such- other times as 
it may be convened by the working committee.

( c) The ’ N cE ,C 4 shall be responsible for the activities of ̂ 
Congress between national conferences and shall supervise 
and review the work of the, working committee.

( d) The N .I .C ,  shall submit to the annual national conference 
full report of the work, organisation and finances of 
Congress curing the preceding year which report shali^be^ 
made available to provincial committees, branches, a f f il i 
ated members not later than one month before the date of 
the annual conferencee

(e) Provincial Presidents shall be ex cfficio  members of 
the national executive,

9 . WORKING COMMITTEE; ' _ ,, .
— 1 (a) the •icct.tng of the N .F .C . held on the nay of its elect**

ion the N T  C, shall appoint a working committee of not 
less than r< persons who shall be persons resident within

5  , 50 miles, . . . . . /



60 miles of the national headquarters' designated by the 
national conference from time to time.

(b) Members of the working committee shall be chosen in the first 
place from amongst members of the N .F .C . having the necessary 
residential qualification and in the event of there being 
being fewer than 7 so qualified , the remaining members of the 
working committee shalL be chosen from amongst Congress membe
rs in general who have the requisite residential qualifications

( c) The national president shall ex officio be a member of the 
working committee. The president shall appoint an assistant 
national secretary for the working committee.

(d) Be ween meetings of the N .F .C . , the working committee shall 
enioy the full executive powers of the N .F .C . and shall carry 
into effect the policy and programme laid down by the national 
conference, convene national conferences and meetings of the 
N .F .C . as provided herein. It  shall regain responsible to the

' National Fxecutive Committee.
(e) The working committee shall meet once in evpry month and at 

such other times as it  may deem necessary,
( f) The working committee shall place before every regular meeting, 

of the N .E .C . a report of its activities and of the work, orga
nisation and finances of Congress in general. The working 
committee shall take steps to publish a report of the proceed
ings of all national conferences within three months afte->-
after the termination of such conferences*

• t.

10. FINANCE: . '
X&) Every individual member shall upon applying for membership and 

thereafter at the beginning of each year flay to the branch 
concerned a subscription of 2/ 6d
There shall be no reduction in the subscription to be paid by 
members ioining in the course of the year.

(b) A ffiliated  bodies shall upon application and thereafter at the 
beginning of each year pay to the provincial committee or the 
working committee, as the case may be, a sum representing 
one-fiftiet of the ordinary subscriptions or'dues collected 
from its own membership in the preceding year.

( c) A ffiliated  bodies shall submit a constitution' and an annual 
financial statement.

(d) Fach branch shall pay to the provincial executive committee 
two-thirds of the subscription received by it and the provinc
ial executive committee shall pay to the working committee 
one-half of the income received by it.

(e) Funds of Congress shall be raised through membership fees, 
subscriptions, kevies, donations and through functions and. 
entertainments.

(f) A il  such funds shall be deposited at a recognised bank or 
post office savings bank immediately they are received it the

branch, provincial or national office,
(g) Branch committees, provincial executive committees and the 

wording committee shall keep fu ll  and proper records of all 
income and expenditure and shall present annual financial 
statements to the branch, provincial conference, and national 
conference as the case may be. Thr. working committee shall 
take steps to have a regular audit of its accounts and of the 
accounts of provincial committee, where the provincial 
committee fails to do so.

11. DISCIPLINE: Every Committee of congress shall have the power to 
take““such disciplinary action as it may deem fit against any 
member within its iurisdiction who acts in breach of the 
constitution or rules of congress, violating its decisions or 
behaving in'-a way which is prejudicial to the interests ox 
congress or of the African peoole, provided that there shall 
be a right of appeal a.-,ainst disciplinary action to the 
provincial conference and in the case of a decision of the 
working committee of the N .F .C , to the national conference.

4. 12 RUGPS:



12. RULES:

fa) The N .E . C. shall havothe power to frane rules or 
approve rules framed by the working comminttee not 
inconsistent with this constitution' for regulating 
all matters connected with congress,

(Id) Each r -ovincial conference shall have power to frame 
rules not consistent with this constitution for 
regulating the affairs of congress within its own 
province, which rules shall come into operation .:nly 
with the previous sanction of the working committee.

33. DECISIONS: A l l  decisions, save amendments to the constitution, 
"taken fcy 'bodies or congress, including the election- of' office 
bearers and committees shall be taken by majority vote.

14. VACANCIES: a
(a) the office of a member 0$' congress Committee shall be 

vacated by resignation, death, expulsion or removal 
as a disciplinary measure.

(b) Such vacancy shall be filled  by co-option by the 
committee.

15. AMENDMFNTS: Amendments to this constitution may be made by a
two-thirds majority vote of the delegates present and 
voting at a national conference provided that th ree months 
notice of proposed amendments shall have been circulated 
prior to such national confcrenco, to the provincial 
affiliated  bodies.

16. GENERAL: Congress shall have Perpetual succession and the
power, apart from its individual members, to acquire, hold 
and alienate property, enter into agreements and all things 
necessary to ca*~ry out its aims and oblecxs,-

----oo9oo----

(Sgd) A. 3 , XUMA
PRESIDENT •- GENERAL

(Sgd) -7AMFS A . C A W  A
SECR TARY GENERAL

AFRICAN NATIONAL CONGRESS

BLOEMFONTEIN ,
16th December, 1943.
ABVARM.
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AFRICA NATIONAL QQ?Jf}R;^S.

(RESOLUTIONS PASSED aI THJ ANIMAL CONFARANCil MICH MZT AT 
BT.O,MTiftNTSTW flRflM UTW r>':iniZWRTTR wn 17™ nv»nTtou :ro iaaj?T

1. Thatit be an instruction to the National Bxocutive
Comiuittee to set up small committees of Inquiry, respond”  ̂
to the National Executive, to investigate and report on tno 
policies of tho Transvaal peri-urban .ureas Board, the 
Natal local Health Commission and the Capo Divisional 
Council rospoctivoly and tho relation of these bodies with 
.thoiNativo xiffaiis Department, in its administration of cercain 
Provisions of tho Native Land and Trust Aot of 1936, and to 
keep a close waLch over the outcome of a Conference recently 
hold in Durban the Native- affairs Commission, thG Natal 
Provincia-l administration, and tho- Corporation of the City 
of Durban, and all such Conference^, and such Committees 
so sot up shall roport to the National Bxecutive from time 
to timo.

2* (a) Tho African National Congress fully supports the 
residents of tho Umlazl Mission Reserve in thoir 
opposition to the proposed incorporation of the said 

Mission Reserve within the jurisdiction of tho Durban 
Corporation, under tho Municipal Housing Scheme. Tho 
Umlazi Mission Reserve was set asido for thG benefit 
of the African people, and any act calculated to 
doprivo those Africans of their long-oa tablishod . land 
rights wipuld bo a breach of faith tnat would undermine 
tho confidonco of tho pooplo in the Trust System in 
particular and tho Government in general.

(b) The African National Congress appeals to tho Minister 
of Native Affairs to protect these -ofricans against 

, those throats.
And genorally this Conference instructs tho Nation 1 
Executive to take up with tho Govornmont the question 
of arbitrary ojoctmont or romoval of Africans from 
plac-os they occupy, and that whore removal is unavoid
able, adoquato compensation must bo paid.

3. (a) Tho African National Congress whilst in sympathy with 
measures to combat soil»oro«ion leqrns with fear and 
consternation that no provision ha® boon made for 
settling hundreds of African families now undor notice 
to quit, European Farms on which they have resided for 
yoars, in tho Weiner District., in consoquonco of the ", 
need for tho reduction of livestock and over-population.

I'd) In view of tho foregoing resolution, Congr&ss makos an 
urgent apooal to tho Prime Minister for the implementa
tion of the provisions of tho Nativo land and Trust 
Act of 1936,' the acquisition of more land in order
to sot ile African families evicted from ijuropoan owned 
farms in pursuance of measures taken to combat soil- 
erosion.

(c) Congress, further makes an urgent appeal to the Minister 
of Nativo affairs to >^ke immediate steps to create 
areas for the settlement of ^ ’ricans evicted in this 
ways, and further, C0ngross instructs all branch 
officials to obtain a full list and details concerning 
evictions taking luce within thoir areas, and to adviso 
all pooplo evicted to roport to tho nearoat Native 
Commissioner’ s office together with thoir familior d 
possessions and to remain at such offico until
X



provision is made for their settlement.

Congress is firmly convinced that the system of farm labour 
as practiced in the country is primitive and un-economical, 
wasteful and unproductive, and m  the interests of the 
labourers, the present system should be scrapped.

.Agriculture should be treated on the same basis as secondary 
industries as far as the proper regulation and adjustment 
of labour conditions is concerned.

This Congress fully supports the representations made to 
the Government by the membgrs of the Naiive Representative 
Council for reconsideration and readjustment oT the emoluments 
of African chiefs commensurate with their status and 
responsibilities. The present scale is not only inadequate, 
but"tends to breed dishonesty and to lower the prestige of 
chiefs.

That it be an instruction to the Provincial Executive Committees 
to acquaint themselves intimately with conditions governing 
allotments in Trust Lands, the size of the land per family, 
tho relationship between the Superintendents of Trust lands 
and tho chiefs, and to make prpper representations in connection 
therewith to the Native Affairs Department •

That in all areas sot aside for African occupation, trading 
rights be reserved for Africans on the Principle of Africans 
being encouraged to trade in thoir own areas, and that in 
the event of a Non-African soekmg new trading privileges in 
such areas consultation with the chiefs, and general opinion 
of the residents bo first had, and a grant of any such privileges 
be determined in accordancc with the wishes of tne residents.

That tho Provincial Executive (H-tul) be cirected to make a 
special study of the Natal Code of (Native Law with a view to a 
modification of its provisions in their application to areas 

inhabited by communities, which have adopted civilised habits, and 
aro living under urbanisod conditions, and generally to deter • 
tho extend to which womon in such areas may be emancipated, and 
submit its findings thereon for tho consideration of the next A 
Annual Conference*

Congress is convinced that the denial of the right to obtain 
liquor to Africans, whilst such privile ges are grantee to other 
socdons of the population makes Africans the victims of the 
illicit Liquor Traffic. In order to combat, this illicit Liquor 
traffic, and to save the Af.. ican from exploitation,. Congress 
appeals to the Government to amend the Liquor Laws in such a way 
as to mako it lawful for Africans to get Liquor. *

The African National Congress is deeply appreciative 
that is being done by various women’ s Organisations j

of the work
w such as the

Daughters of Africa, Zunzele, the Uniiy Clubs, the National 
Council of women etc., and directs all its branches throughout 
the Country to encourage and support social wofk in all its 
forms for the upliftment of the Affican people,,

The Af ican N; tional Cwngress draws the attention of tho *
Government to the inconvenience and hardship caused to African \ 
Litigants who have go attend at the Courts of Native Commissioners 
in tne district by lack of suitable waiting and sieoping A
accomodation and feeding arrangements, and urges the Government / 
to tako immediate stops “ to remedy the situation.



!Eho African National Congress doplores tho attempt bci:: 
in Natal to prevent African herbalists from carrying on'their 
legitimate activities in order to protect European Vunaors 
of patent medicines.

This Conference welcomes the cessation of hostilities and pays 
tribute to the magnificent record of bravery of the African 
soldiers and tho psartthey played in this war and accords them 
a warm welcome homo. Conference notes with regret that South 
Africa, in spite of the part played by the African soldiers in 
the bloipdiesi; war of all history, is not disposed to change 
its Native Policy and therefore 'Conference resolves to strive 
for tho implementation of the principles of the Atlantic 
and Uni tod" Nations Char tor#

That all branches of Congress hold monthly general meetings \  
and submit a monthly report of their activities to the /  
Provincial Head-quartors. '

That this Conference protests strongly 9-gainst the action of 
thepolico in interfering with peaceful demonstrations of 
African people who make these peaceful demonstrations to impross 
their legitimate dcmandes upon public opinion. Conference 
strongly disapproves of th, harsh police mothods like tho use 
of firo-arms and indiscriminate shootings as happened at 
Springs.

The African National Congress supports tho idea of the 
establishment of voluntary organisations among Africans tho 
purpose of doing welfare work in connection with Africa ‘rd 
deaf, and dumb ̂ -cripple, mentally defective, and other persons 
in need of care, ana urges tho Department of Social Welfare 
to subsidise adequately the work of such agencies.

That Congress urges the Government to disallaw or prohibit 
any contract of service between a European parent which -
involves the services of children undo'r theaagecQf

(a) That this Congrj&s rejects the idea of forming
African Juvenile Service Battalions as proposed by the 

pora 11 on.. ’

(b) That Congress urges the Goverriment to establish 
vocational technical schools for the training of 
African Youths.

h t f

That more land be made available by the Government in 
Rural and urban areas for sale to Afiicuns.

(a) The Af ict-.n National Congress has learnt with grave 
concern about the conditions of distress in the 
Netal areas where the loss of stock by the population 
ha3 been tremendous and whore, in some areas,tthere is 
actual starvation.

(b) Congross urges the Government to take immediate 
steps to relieve distross in drought stricken areas, 
and to extend to all areas the relief measures 
have boen adopted by the Government for tho Cr*.

(c) In chis connection Congress desires to place on 
record its high appreciation to the GUARDIAN” for 
organising the Affioan Pood Fund which has brought 
relief to man£\ in the Native Areas, and thos saved 
valuable African lives. We owe a debt of gratitude 
to the Indian National Congress (Natal), for its 
generous and timely contribution to the African food...



Food Fund*

21. That Conference reiterates its decision to support tho 
African Trade Unions Movement in iis fight for

(a) Full recognition of African Trade Unions under the 
Industrial Conciliation Act.

(b) A Minimum wage of £3 per week for Industrial and 
farm labourers and increase of farm workers wages 
in cash or kind.

(c) The African Peasants and farmworkers, having a 
right to be organised into strong farmers and 
Peasants Unions and for effecting such organisations.

22* This Confuronce urges the Government to embark upon
a Comprehensive health for the African population 
by seeing to it that hospitals and clinics are 
established in all Native Areas and that Health 
facilities are extended in all African Locations and 
Townshipsj

23* The A£ ican National Congress reiterates its former
resolutions demanding the immediate abolition of <-—  
Pt|ss laws in all their forms.

24. That the powers of the Advisory Boards be extended. 'P

25. That Congress appeals to the N tive Affairs Depart
ment to urge local authorities to permit home-brewing 
in all locations as provided for under the law. r—

26. Thai the Executive be requested to submit evidence
to the Penal Pieform Commission on the subject of C 
Penal Reform in so far as it relates to Ai.-ican I 'J  
Prisoners.

28. That Congress urges the Government

(a) To assuatefresponsibility for the financing of 
African Education

(b) To finance African Education on a per caput basis.

(c) To appoint African teachers, principals and 
Insro’c'.ors in African Schools*

(d) To adopt regulations governing African schools 
accordinglyV Ac equate pro tection to teachers against 
arbitrary action'bv Managers, Superintendents or 
Grantees of Schools

(e) To improve the sa'aries of African teachers.

(f) To introduce free compulsory education for every 
African child up to Std V.\. or txie age of 16 years.

(g) To increase facilities for the University Education 
of Africans in South Africa.*

(h) To improve the content of Native Education.

Congress urges parents and teachers in all 
communi ties'* to take advantage of the school-fee ding 
scheme, for which funds have been provided by the



Government#

2s?* This Conference of Congress urces Con '̂raks Bombers 
everywhere to co-op era o& vita r? lunxV” agencies 
in the establishment of nigh" schools 'to combat 
illiterasy.

30* Tho African Nation?.! Congress supports tho resolution 
of the Native Hopr os on ta* v 3 Co unci.1, r eo u os tin°* the 
Government x °

fa) To grant tho Council porers to legislate,,
(oj To extend the individual vcv.-? to the Northern 

Provinces, and

(c) To increase the number of Af-^iran Representatives 
in the Council? ine House oi Assembly and the 
Senate.

.31* (a) The African National Ocrr'res-s desires to register 
an emphatic protest against vhe attempt by the 
Jjuro:'ean Press and certain sections of the 
Europeon pubiiq, "o represent^ tho recent increase 

CJTim? along -he Eo<-„ &•« being1 peculiar to 
the African, and to m, xe this pretext for a demand 
upon the Gcyernmeir; icr l-’io .’.nUoisifica tion for 
or oppressive measures against tho Africans.

(b) Conference considers that en unbiased examination 
of the facts would rov-eal j this increase in 
the incidence of crime, is a rev It of the social
and economic conditions under which Africans 
aro compelled to live in this counirvo

(c) Conforcnce therefore, urcros the Government to 
apoint a iudicaial commission of Inouiry or . 
Africans snouid be directly represented, to 
investigate tho whole allies tion of crime and 
furthdr to improve educational facilities,
Housing, economic, conditions, and to remove tho 
rostriccivo laws which prevent the African from 
loading a normal life in the country of his birth.

32* That she Municipal Fn-nchiso should be extended to
all rate-payers in urban areas irrespective of 
colour or race*

That tho right to own property in freo-hold bo
ox tendod to Africans in bo h urban and rural aareas o

J 34. (a) The Aftican National Congress condomns the system
of migratory labour as woll as .he compound 
system, and x

(b) Resolves that largo -employers of labour . mrciL as . 
the Chamber of Minos, oho South African Railways 
and Harbours (Site., should be required by law to 
employ workers living in elose proximity tc their 
places of employment under family conditions as 
the present systom of keeping responsible mon away 
from thoir families#for oxtended periods of time 
results in sociaj. disin-:;^:,.’- i-ion. and in no lowering 
of tho 7/ago standards„



This Oonforopco of the African National Centre-, 
is highly perturbed and disappointed by the repor 
conclusions of negotiations between the Qovernmor. 
and the Building Workers Trade Unionsf whereby ii 
was agreed to leave in abeyance the qhestion of 
training id  - icans as artisans in the "building 
industry. Confer one o regards the Agree men c aa no 
being in the interests of South Africe, and as 
cap!dilation to and appeasement of jceactionary 
demands by white labour, In the in ter os ts of' the 
country as a whole, Conference asks the Govurnmen 
to i roceod with the scheme for the training of 
Africans Artisans, and that Congress appoints an 
an influential deputation to press the~claims 
of the African.people*

I S

ISSUED BY THE HEADQUARTERS C!F THE:-

AIKICAJT WATIOWAL COMjRESG
. • > i

Rosenberg Arcade,

58 Market Street 

J  CHAITOE SBURG •
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I* tint x Sift mii instruction to • >■ 3 fcxon i c»* .xve Cq&k..'. Uoe
to -'Ot 0 si . U  col it toes L..̂ airy, a oasi.lo to the a  i m . i  
«AvCPiivef to invcatxiite nd report on the olxcica of tho 
Trans* 1 peri-nrba. araaa \o ra, tho is tai aoc i ae ith 
kiiaaxsaion ane the tt- >e ivisional Uotucii respectively, «.«ad 
the rei txon 0 these oo4xt;8 with tho *iv© -t fairs iio arusuat 
in 1 is ^^iatistr- tioa a i . csrfc in aro visions of tno a tive 
** id and 'ircst ot, of 1936, asid to I cep © close 77. ton ovor tho 
01 tcOu.e jf a Goiiforonoo roooatly heid In JJiijtL n beiwoea the 
• t it■ •’£ irs vô Tu-a ion, the lutai Toviiioi-ii <dnxaxsir non , 

an- tna Uor-o::-. tioa of the city 01 iJuro.-.a. ad >11 auch 
-oaforonoea, vnd such Gtoa&it uos so I u ahull ru ort to the 
.*a tionl cnuve f:cm time tc time* 

ta)
? V  ;,ne rrio a  ^u on ai Oon rose folly su orta the residents of 

t£e umi, si,Luist ion :.ocorvc, in tboxr 0 ositxon to the 
".ro ©sed incor or-tioa of h® a. id .41 fat ion , .©serve within tiit; 
jorisiJiotion of ihe Dnrbaa Cor poration, umior two iaunioxpai 
Bossing scheme. 7ho Umlzi :i:imon l;eS',rv© aiung wita o L ar
- is; ion inescrves, was sot .siao for the benefit 01 tno AirXoan 
people, and *ay act c iciu tc . to de rivtf ti.uae **frxouas of 
their ljriRwest; olisacd laad 11 ats wouiu 0© - breaon o£ f ith 
that w o l*  un oxmat Uie donixUGnoo of tho a© le in the Xrost 

m» in partiooi r aad tba G-overaaaat in ^onor i . tk* 
iifric-m $  uoa- i Oonrrcoa anreais to tho minister of ri? tif© 

ft irs to ?rot<‘at tfiese .f riot'as Ui r»as tar outs*
5 nd generally tfiir Ooai'ereaoo inn true ta tha Satioaai . jcooo iiv« 

to t ko • 1 ifi tJjo otcra r at t:v. ..;uoatioa - ilia .irbitr ry 
eieotjacnt or rc:.ov i of -.fria aa horn i ^con they occupy, end 
tftfct •’•fcore rmoT i is un void' ^ie adoqo&ta Gobi enaction ranrt 
be - id.

3i^)Tbe frio a non i Ooa^raae .iUlst in aymrx;tJay with roo-.auroa 
to ooisfc. t aoiU»erosxo& io^ma will four nd* ooiietom; tion tir 
no to*~sion • i a«a a  dt U t  settling hundreds of Africans' 
f fiiiiios no- U.V r noticc to jait ^nro a a f rma oa which thoy 
b ve reaidad foi ye ra in the ' o aer District,in oonsoquenco of 
tho no- for t 1 reaction of iiv«stoc& <und ovtP»po siatisa*

* ( b) in via?. .. oirr ..G^oteltion, JOti/-r©sa oakss aa orgeat
appeal to tt.o 'ri;.ic iuinxstcr for tao m  iotuont. tion of tae ro- 
n*5iona of the aativo J*.ad nd n?ct ct of A^U>, by the ucquiai- 
tion of more 1 a«5 in order to asttia .fric.a f^a iie a  evioiou 
from nro’ C a owac f m s in urauaaoe of 1 e. surea to^ea to 
co l> t Eioii-orosion*

(c)Uc rot?s further, isa^as aa sr I to the fiiaiator s
li tiva Affairs to t as i:^.e i- to ate: a w  era to . .reus for tao 
aettieruent of ; f : xct;aa evxeteo ia tax a wuy, end further, Ooaurusa 
in*tracts all branch officx^la to obtain a fail ixrt uaa :ot xio 
ooncoraxnr e*ic ‘ xons tc?>k in? oe withxa thoir arsiis, and to 
advics ^ix -no^Xs evxete to 're ort at tLo no. ra at .i 11*0 
COh^ixssioasr’ R office tc tUer %x J» all tiiO,r f-iaixoa aad 
os«' ? : ioaa, n &  ras.c.ia at such of ico u. txi uovicxoa do 

for their isttlessBil*

4* Conrraaa xf firmly convince a that the 0 j atom of f nas iaooor in 
^opuc in the oosniry ia prii iu vo  and onacoao2&x&. 1, .vaatelui no 
on v odoctxve, v ia the' xn croata yf tho Z nsiing xa-ioctry, -*s 
well aa of the labourers, the pros tat ayatea ahooid be acra ped^

• 10Ua'-Uh..................



xiouitai*© aaooio be tro. on tbt> «• mb b ...a saoohfr: TTj xnd®*»-4*'*©a
rtsT frr s tho proper ref^tU ion ad bdjoatoni of i boar aon 1 ions i 
in  c ncaniad*

%

i)# ,1 jo"'"r - r i iiy u: >. ts vi i j ... a. iiou: u ^ u  W  :he
‘Jo varment b tho menUara of tha it© r^s^at- iiv« Oon cii for 
a raoons-uior ion and rc^djai taant of tl .a moioiuento of ^£n<? a

.1 ■ >• aa
rras^nt sa-.ia i- rw‘. a n y  in̂  daqa to, bat iwia to brfod dishonesty 
and io lower the rortipi of tho o'nsf®*

t># Tm,t it Do an instruction ;ho r vihoi 1 .;towLi*e bomitcoas to 
;cc».k int tii i^clvna in a "  tei* ■ id . <x>ndi lions roverjung uiiotoenta
in Trust i» nds, t: t. ? iso o uau uri or *? i..i i, » tha roX Uoa^ .io
&®twe«n the 3tr orintandsnta of rust u ads &atl tho -no to

. o ■.’■' J .\< J . , - i A.i .".•'.■.vi * . . ■ j;. : j W  •■<
Affairs Sevrirtannt* . . , . .

*/. Th?.t in il r& b tat •••i: o lor . riom  oooa^ ion, tr aia; n .  hta 
bo ras®rvod jtur - irioan®* on iho , i ittoini^ of irio-! -us tcia*:
©V«P'e 0<J vO tF Jv 122 i 01 s' 0 ,'iB cind u-<- t ill <,aC ©vont oi

nos- rio n as a ;..nr '-lew tr&di'ir i’i?Il< -:os in aauh uz’ou®, Cwaswi- 
lioa rttii tiio ciiiii* • - j.^ao. 1 * in w a  o >; the r jfliaaaUi at: -irst 

had, and " :~r at of uy a son T i*ii© :$aa to det«rmi.n©d in — vru- aoe 
•: . . .  4 , . 

li« *f.:i the r07iVi0i 1 ..... cotivo o- •. î; rasa i •- lai) t>e irsct u to 
nt'0 a snF'oial hinf-y of Uw  -< Xui ■***• ■■ of *i*tivw **■ / ,.i1»h a viow 

to n isodific lion oi’ i tr rovisions in Uitix ap iio au an  w  are a 
ia : bite by con on.iti®n9 *.7hioh t vo ^ilo lou oifiiiso4 aai/iis, and 
re l.vif* u dor ort liac oondi;ions# an-3 c ra iy  to Jet.fcn.ane Ui© 

the e„icrnt U u wofift in cse - ■■■■'• ■
? nbnit its fincSiiu* t*;eroon for u  e coasiucrt Lion vi -Xc noxt 
nnr/ii 00 • >f er©no«-*<

g# Co vrtie: ip oonvinoai tL. t Uifc oenAi.i oi uu> x .. ht to obi in ui^por 
iflaiie whilst riviio^as awi i p m M  to other seouona of th®

, -x> oi tion loo H o  na J^e v iu a .a  of tu« li ioit biqoor \va xcf 
ond wo aeve ii o f m ^ n  i’roia ax Iuit? uon. Uaorraaa a^-o is to tna 

>vt̂ rnmant to aMacc' the .a M-or Oovernnant to a»®nd the >.\or 
bawa in aaoo a way as to eu h® i t iw fa i  for - friattnR to get biottor*

iu* vi ric n »•• <-ioshi Uon^roas is ^ « r i y  & r««oi tiy-i tof the work 
%'r. ♦ if bftinp or.f ty tho . 1C or oi-c.n’ t- or? iuactions saoH a® 
t* • rr‘:tart oi i- , iho 5 ' '»«• ty Globs, i*^<.ioa i
(ivncii oi or m  e t c .» -nd uirsots * U  its br nahoe tloroaiintaot the 

,Goor try to enooar -nd an *>rt «ooi*^i in ali its i wsa lor to© 

n- -lift of the .fn  n ' aonio»

li* ihe Ifrioan 'i* ionai Con rea® drawa U m -••• f . iho liotrasumaat to
the ineanvanianoo ad htrdship paused to »i a-n iitiajita who h.-.JJ JjJ . 
®ttoad at the oonrts oi the- o if© boteussioaar® in the ooonur  ̂ uisaiwt
by the i/'Ck oi a«it bi w u tin^ a aie© in^ aeoouodution ano sodding 
f 'r ' .n r « ‘ntfl, c;iid ur^oa Uto 'Jo^araaant to tab© i uaoi^ta site s to 

rotiedy the aittv tion*

i ' ' o fria n * tion i --> ret.i C!- i^-«s tho u  . ■'« bou^; made in 
ib t  l**o rafOiit ..a n harbaiiste lorn o-n viii; -*a •-*••• **->ir i-u^itiaaM 

ivitioa in order ^ i r u ^ i  *• iaa<tacinG8*

13. ThiS Uftiiferene© v/aioumea tho csss-uoai oi_ has tliitics <nd Ui^atu  
to the iDF'fmifioeat rocord o.i‘ cr vary of tao .t.ia^a ^iciiui&sa -oiu a»v

a s  m r  *ri® th«a a warm woicobmi iiwaa#

....................../ a , t, ................ Uoaforonc® autos*..•
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