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H No report of the activities of the African National
Congress Women*s Ls&™ue (Natal) was made to the National
Confer nee of the Afrlaan National Congress in 1957* This was

beeause the Executive Committee had not been properly constituted*

On the 7th ftay, 1958 a regional Conference of the
African National Congress Women's League was held at Kuphufliuleni
(Ladysmith). e are happy to report that this Conference was
a great success. The New Executive Committee was elected and

consisted of the following members

(a) President — Natal D.Myembe*

(b) Vice—-President Mrs.M. Thlpe.
(c) Secretary Florence Mkhlze.
(d) Vice-Secretary H.Zamis -

(e) Treasurer M.Sithole.

(fFAdditional Members: iJness N.Luthull.
11)Mrs. Z*Vilakazl.

For the corivlbAlence of the Executive Committee meetings
modt of the members w®re from the are of Durban and the surround —
ing districts.

The new Executive Committee embarked on & number of
campaigns and activities e.g. assisting t™ose whose homes had
been demolished by the Corporation, fighting against the deporta-
tions of women from Mew Town, C to Manor.

Seeing that meetings had bean banned t'ie C&to “anor
Advisory Board was akked to convene meetings of the residents with
a view to continuing with the work of the Women’s League* Three

meetings were held tnxfcfcx according to this arrangement.



i'Hr Two.

In one of these meetings It w;;s resolved that a deputation

be sent to sea the Mayor of Durban In connection with the

alleged threatened deportations. On the 21st September, 1958

KxaxKsjcxx a large number of women from Cato Manor wetab to the

Mayor who directed the women to the Manager of the Native

Administration Department. On the 23ra oeptember, 1958, the

deputation met Kr. Boui®quln who promised to go into the matter

I"ter. hilst the women were conferring with the Manager a

XHskx® word went that many women were forming queus at the

Native Affairs Apartment in readiness for the issue of reference

books to them. It was reported that these we«en had been
threatened with 4n order of deputation unless they were iIn

possession of reference books. The President of the Women®s

League 1mmediately went to see the Superintendent of Cato Manor

on the matter. The explanation from the Superintendent was

th t there had been no order of deportation against any body
and the women who were taking reference books were doing so
on their own accord and voluntarily and, In fact in that own

"interest'”. A circular® was distributed explaining that no

law forced women to carry reference books at the moment.

Once again a deputation was sent to the Mayor. It was

ex lalned to him that some of the women who w re threatened

with deportation o ders had children in schools. The Mayor

red that within pi days the-women affected, should have

arranged alternative schooling facilities for heir children.

The deputation however, was not satisfied with this order.

On the day of the 2nd anniversary of the “otetffe !l

against the issue of passes staged ir iretoria”August 1956,

this branch of itp * W s Leagi”™ organised prayer meeting

conducted b y the African na Congress Clergymen. A report

on this w. s ent to the “atlon 1 secretary of the Woaents League.

At that
At the/. ... .. ._.._.....



< the meeting at Cato -onor of the 2*;th Gotaber, 1953
It wa3 decided*fchat 11 wom * 1 o to the i:xtive#ff:iru
Department to 2z Inst 1iKHfcEfc*Hios deportations and
the issue of passes to women, This was done on the 12th

November, 1958,

On the 27th October, 1958, 91 women were arrested iIn the
CatoaManor ;rea under the Urban A 0* t(oection 10). =T 1
assistance was sought for them and 55 wore deported . The
re-t ar- still _-writing trial which will be on t.e 1?th

comber, 195% .

mnother protost vas org:oileed on the 12th N verab r

1952,. There wer bout 300 women wfeo. participated in ..rotest.

lhere are now 14 branches of the “~omen®s League in

Nat 1. these are

(n Two —.ticks.
(@) Chesterville,

(o) D "ul .n121.
Durban.

(5) ourt eu.

(®) roitb Central”.
@) Kupunulent,

(81 Lusithamiya,

(©)) BothosKrafti

(10) NewGlaro.

(11) XLcr.coe.

(12) Vryheid.

(3) erl r .(C tc K nor).
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