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oBantu Men’s Social Centre.
ANNUAL REPORT.

The year under review has been an important one 
in every way, and should once more go down in the his
tory of the Bantu Men’s Social Centre as a year of 
progress and achievement, as will be seen from the de
tails given in this report. There have been many indi
cations that the Centre is gaining the confidence of the 
Africans. The growing use of the Club by outside 
organisations during the year makes us feel that the 
Centre is being looked upon as a Centre. We welcome, 
especially, the spirit of co-operation which has been so 
apparent, and hope more of that spirit will be manifest 
in the coming year. Further, we hope that the Centre 
will in the near future become the meeting place of 
ail Africans, and so realise the vision which the founder 
of the Institution had in mind for it. Thirdly, we hope 
the achievements of the year that has just closed will 
inspire those who have the welfare of the Centre at 
heart, to increased efforts for further progress.

It will be seen from the finances of the Centre that 
“thp Boom” in Johannesburg has made it possible for 
nearly all members to be employed, and this has helped 
them to keep up with their subscriptions. We feel sure 
that the next year will not only bring employment for 
all, but also better wages, and, with better wages, better 
economic conditions among the Africans.

MEMBERSHIP.
The slow but steady increase in membership which 

we were able to report in last year’s Annual Report— 
in spite of the wholesale removal of Africans from the 
heai’t of the City to the Locations outside—has been 
maintained during the year, as will be seen from the 
following figures—

On Roll Active Juniors Lapsed
] 033 341 236 19 105
1934 408 309 2 91
193b .536 417 — 119



Looking through the records, we find that the 500 
mark is the highest that has been reached since the 
establishment of the Institution. The number of mem
bers failing to renew is due to many causes, chiefly: 
(a) removal to other districts; (b) lack of employ
ment; (c) other economic pressure; (d) distance from 
the Centre.

Again we wish to draw the attention of members 
to ARTICLE IV (c) of our Constitution, which calls 
upon members to renew their subscriptions on the 1st 
of January, or 1st July, in each year. We have three 
distinct classes of members, viz.: (1) ORDINARY 
MEMBERS: Fees, 1.0/- per annum; (2) COUNTRY 
MEMBERS: (those outside the magisterial district of 
Johannesburg): Fees, 5/- per annum; (3) JUNIORS, 
(those attending bona fide South African Schools or 
Colleges) : Fees, 2 /6 ; VISITING MEMBERS pay 1/- 
per month.

DEATH.
During the year the Centre has suffered the loss, 

by death, of Mr. E. 0. Leake. The late Mr. Leake was 
the first City Councillor to be elected to serve on the 
Executive Committee of the Centre. He died in his, 
75th year, having to the end the interest of the Urban 
African population nearest to his heart. He was the 
first Chairman of the Native Affairs Committee of the 
City Council—a Committee which has spent thousands 
of pounds to ameliorate the then shocking Urban con
ditions of Johannesburg’s. African Urban population.

The Executive Committee adopted the following 
Minute:—

“ IN MEMORIAM—EDWIN ORLANDO LEAKE.”
“The Executive Committee of the Bantu Men’s 

“Social Centre, on behalf of the members of the 
“Centre, puts on record its deep sense of loss at the 
“passing of Mr. E. 0. Leake, who had been a foun
dation member of the Centre, and served on its 
“ Executive Committee to the day of his. death. 
“Mr. Leake was a true friend of the Native people 
“ of Johannesburg, working for their spiritual and
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“material welfare in every possible way to the best 
“of his ability. The name of “ORLANDO TOWN
SH IP,” the creation of which was due to his initia
t iv e  and interest, fitly commemorates his. services 
“ to the general mass of the Native people. But we 
“in the Bantu Men’s Social Centre feel more espe
cially that we have lost in Mr. Leake a true friend, 
“whose wise counsel on the Executive Committee 
“helped to solve many a difficult problem, and 
“whose humanity was an inspiration and example 
“to all who were privileged to know him and work 
“with him.

MAY HIS SOUL REST IN PEACE.”
RESIGNATIONS.

At the end of March, we los.t the very valuable and 
untiring services of the Rev. Ray E. Phillips, who went 
on furlough with Mrs. Phillips and his family. Those of 
us who have worked with Mr. Phillips know what a fine 
Christian character he is, and how much poorer the 
Centre, and, in fact, the African people, are by his 
departure. But his. is a well-earned holiday, and we hope 
sincerely that he, Mrs. Phillips and his family, will 
thoroughly enjoy their visit to their homeland and in 
the end come back to “ Sunny South Africa,” where 
hundreds of anxious Africans await their return.

Another much-regretted resignation during the 
year was that of Mr. A. L. Barrett (Director of Native 
Labour, Witwatersrand, Johannesburg), a devoted 
member of the Executive Committee of the Centre, who 
was appointed Chief Native Commissioner for the 
Cape, with Headquarters at King Williamstown. While 
we could ill afford to lose the valuable services he 
rendered the Centre, we at the same time feel proud 
that Providence permitted him to be associated with us, 
so that we could share the wonderful gifts with which 
he has been endowed. The name of Barrett, in the 
Transvaal, as well as in other parts of the Union, will 
ever remain a household word in African circles. We 
wish him and Mrs. Barrett every success, joy, and hap
piness in their new sphere of labour.
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Yet another resignation was that of the Rev. W. S. 

Ndawonde, Member of the Executive Committee for a 
number of years, who was transferred to Natal towards 
the end of the year. Mr. Ndawonde during his stay in 
Johannesburg was the ideal of the true parson. He 
mixed with young and old at the Centre in a way 
foreign to many other African ministers. Above all, 
his simplicity and humility, no less than the cause for 
which he s.tood, gained for him the true and lasting 
respect of the members. Mr. Ndawonde’s departure is 
truly regretted, but our loss is Natal’s gain. We wish 
him, Mrs. Ndawonde, and his family every happiness 
in their new work.

NEW MEMBERS OF THE EXECUTIVE.
Towards the end of the year, we were mos.t for

tunate to get Mr. R. S. Medford (New Director of 
Native Labour for the Witwatersrand) and Mr. A. 
Bovet (Son of Rev. Samuel Bovet, Foundation Member 
of the Centre) to join the Executive Committee, in the 
places of Mr. A. L. Barrett and Rev. Samuel Bovet, re
spectively. We herewith wish them both many years 
of useful service on the Executive of the Centre.

GIFTS.
A number of European friends, among whom we 

would specially mention Mrs. G. Palmer and Mrs. Alex
ander, have helped us during the year in a practical way, 
by not only giving donations, but presenting the Centre 
with some very useful books and periodicals. These 
periodicals assist members to keep in touch with the 
doings of other parts of the world. We would als.o like 
to thank the following newspapers and periodicals for 
putting us on their complimentary lists: “The Bantu 
World,” “Umteteli,” “Um-Afrika,” “The Sun,” “I-Langa 
la Se Natal,” “Mochochonono,” “Leselinyana,” “Umse- 
benzi,” “The Reef,” “ Imvo,” “Moeletsi oa Lesotho,” 
“The Wanderers Club,” “Race Relations,” “Bantu Stu
dies.,” etc., and finally, in this connection, we would like 
to give a special word of thanks to the Rev. Samuel 
Bovet, for not only presenting us with a fine selection
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of books, but, also for the very fine book-case which is 
to house them, and which will help to perpetuate the 
memory of his long association with the Centre.

APPOINTMENT OF ASSISTANT SECRETARY.
The vacancy in the position of Assistant Secretary 

was filled, in July of last year, by the appointment of 
Mr. Emmanuel E. Lithebe. Mr. Lithebe was the suc
cessful candidate out of some 60 applicants. Mr. 
Lithebe’s present appointment is on probation—we 
hope he will make good.

DISTINGUISHED VISITORS.
Once more, we had the honour of welcoming to the 

Centre, during the year. Dr. C. T. Loram, formally 
Chief Inspector of Native Education, Natal, and an 
original member of the Native Affairs Commission. We 
were glad to see him again, and to learn from his own 
lips that, though he is now separated from us by many 
thousands of miles, he still works in our interest and 
tries, with all his. experience of us, to interpret us to the 
students of many races and from many countries of 
the world, who attend his lectures at Yale University. 
We took advantage of his visit by asking him formally 
to present, on behalf of the PHELPS STOKES FOUN
DATION, a beautiful picture of the late Dr. Aggrey. It 
was most fitting that one who had known Dr. Aggrey 
so intimately, should make the presentation. The pic
ture now hangs in the lounge of the Centre, an inspira
tion to its members.

Yet another visit of outstanding importance was 
that of Prof. Malinowski, of London University. Pro
fessor Malinowski came to South Africa for the meet
ings of the New Education Fellowship. Whilst here, he 
stirred up South Africa by his outspokenness on many 
problems affecting the African population of the Union. 
During his stay in Johannesburg, he was. truly worship
ped by the enlightened Africans. He left the country 
having earned "the title of “Kaffir-boetie” from a sec
tion of the European population of the country, but 
having covered himself with glory from the African 
point of view. We were glad to learn, soon after, that
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one of our leading African educationists, Mr. Z. K. Mat
thews, M.A., LL.B., had gone to study under him. We 
hope Mr Matthews will bring back with him some of 
the fighting qualities of the Professor.

“BRIDGMAN MEMORIAL DAY.”

The “Bridgman Memorial Day” fell on Saturday, 
26th October, that being the day on which the B.M.S.C. 
was opened by the Earl of Athlone, in 1924. The object 
of “Bridgman Memorial Day” is to give thanks to God 
for the life of the founder of the Institution. This year, 
the Centre invited the Hon. P. G. W. Grobler, M.P., Min
ister of Native Affairs, as Guest of Honour. The 
Minister not only honoured us with his presence, but 
brought with him the Secretary for Native Affairs. 
(Mr. D. L. Smit), and the Director of Native Labour for 
the Witwatersrand (Mr. R. S. Medford). The Minister 
in his speech thanked the Committee for inviting him, 
and asked the gathering to be thankful for the lives of 
such great Missionaries as Dr. F. B. Bridgman and 
others. The Minister was highly impressed with the 
work of the Centre and gave a Donation of £5, which 
we hope to spend on the purchase of a picture or two by 
South African artists, for the decoration of the 
Lounge. Another speaker was Mrs. C. D. Bridgman, Dr. 
Bridgman’s widow, who gave a graphic description of 
Dr. Bridgman’s early struggles, for education, -and told 
us how from childhood he always had the interests of 
the Africans at heart. Dr. A. B. Xuma (Vice-Chairman 
of the Centre) and Mr. A. S. Vil-Nkomo (Member of 
the Executive) thanked the Minister for his visit, the 
latter speaking in Afrikaans.

Mr. D. R. Twala thanked Mrs. Bridgman for her 
encouraging words, while musical items were rendered 
by the Choir of the American Board School (Eastern 
Native Township), the B.M.S.C. Quartette, and Miss 
Nettie Nkosi. The proceedings closed with the singing 
of the National Anthems.
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NIGHT SCHOOL.

The Night School, under the superintendence of 
Rev. J. V. Cantrell and the Principalship of Mr. S. D. 
Kekane, continues to flourish. The School is. run jointly 
by the Methodist Men’s Institute and the B.M.S.C. At 
the B.M.S.C., where Standards IV to VI are taken, the 
average attendance is about 31. The men are taught by 
qualified African teachers, and the results at the end of 
the year were satisfactory. Classes, in BOOK-KEEP- 
ING) ECONOMICS and COMPANY LAW, conducted by 
Mr. Mathews, F.C.I.S., are attended by a few members 
interested in these subjects. Mr. Mathews is a Charteied 
Secretary, an Oxford Grouper, and one who truly has 
the interests of the Africans at heart. The Classes are 
as yet in their infancy, and we hope many more mem
bers will join them in the coming year.

ST JOHN AMBULANCE BRIGADE 5th DIVISION 
(1st BANTU).

The Division has been in existence about 16 months, 
under the able guidance of Mr. W. E. S. Horner, Divi
sional Superintendent, and Mr. B. Drutman, Ambulance 
Officer. Later in the year, through the untiring efforts 
of the Divisional Superintendent, the Division was for
tunate in securing the services of Dr. Herman H. L. 
Spitz, M.D. (Leipzig), M.R.C.S. (Eng.), L.R.C.P. (Lon.).

At the close of 1934, the Division had its Annual 
Inspection. The members were highly congratulated by 
the Inspecting Officer on their smartness and good 
work. During the year 49 drills were held with an 
average attendance of 77.1%.

At the Football matches played on the following 
grounds: Bantu Sports Ground, Eastern and Western 
Native Townships, Orlando, and Pimville, members of 
the Division were in attendance on most Saturdays and 
Sundays during the season. 97 cases were attended to, 
of which 6 were serious and some removed to Hospital.

The Division received letters of appreciation from 
the Pathfinder Movement (Transvaal Division) for de
monstrations by members, and from the Johannesburg
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Indian Sports Association for help rendered and preven
tion of more serious consequences., when two sections 
of the community clashed during a football match, 
several men, both Indian and Bantu, having to be re
moved to Hospital. One footballer had the misfortune 
of fracturing his right leg during the season, and was 
suitably attended to by the members of the Division. 
Among the serious accidents dealt with by members of 
the Division was one at Park Station, where a passenger 
was assaulted on the platform with a knife and had the 
main artery of his left leg severed.

The Brigade had the honour of being inspected by 
Col. Sleeman, C.M.G., C.B.E., M.V.O., Knight of Justice 
of the Order of St. John and Chief Commissioner of 
the St. John Ambulance Brigade (Overseas). After 
the inspection and demonstrations, he expressed his 
great approval of the work done and the wonderful 
efficiency of our men. It was also very gratifying and 
of great encouragement to read the very favourable 
Press Report regarding the Division which appeared in 
“The Star” on the night following the Annual Inspec
tion:— “The star performers of the evening were the 
Bantu Division, who presented a very realistic scene. 
Their display evoked rounds of applause.” The following 
are the names of members of the Division:

E. Tati, R. Sizane, C. Kgoale, D. Mokhahle, S. 
Nonyane, I. Sibia, W. N’Kuna, M. Gamede, D. Modau, 
G. Makuzeni, J. Sibasa, P. Tsepe, K. Monethi, S. Ska- 
kane, M. Ramphomane, H. Rakoale, A. Nkosi, I. Josana, 
S. Magubane, S. A. Molise, D. Modise.

CARNEGIE LENDING LIBRARY.
The Lending Library continues to function; but 

there is very little progress, to report beyond the fact 
that we have added a few more readers to our lists. A 
circulating Library to our way of thinking is unsatis
factory, because of the limited choice of books present
ed to our members at any one time. Many Africans 
would read 'more if a larger selection of books were 
available to them. In view of the fact that Africans, 
are excluded from the privilege of using the “Public”
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Libraries, we should like to see the establishment of a 
Bantu Public Library. Meanwhile, we welcome and ap
preciate the opening of a non-European Reading Room 
at the University, which is in charge of an African on 
the University staff, and to which non-Europeans, who 
are not members of the University, have access..

GAMMA SIGMA CLUB.
As regards the intellectual side of the Centre’s 

activities, the Gamma Sigma Club continues to flourish, 
as will be seen by the number of lectures and addresses 
delivered. The Secretary thought it wise for the Club 
to function only during certain months of the year, viz.: 
February to June, August to November. The reason 
for this is that during the cold winter months it has 
been found difficult to get a good attendance, while in 
December there are so many activities in Johannesburg 
that the attention of those interested is generally 
diverted to other things. The following is a list of 
speakers who addressed the Club during the year, and 
of their topics:—

Mr. H. Selby Msimang, Subject: “Mendi Day” ; 
Rev. A. S. Moris.on, Subject: “Photography” ; Mr. W. G. 
Ballinger, Subjects: (a) “Geneva,” and (b) “Abyssinia 
To-day” ; The Bishop of Johannesburg (Dr. G. H. Clay
ton), Subject: “Leadership” ; Dr. W. Sachs, M.D., Sub
ject: “The Influence of Infancy on Adult Life” ; Annual 
Debate, University Bantu Studies Society vs. B.M.S.C., 
Subject: “That the Native Territories, be incorporated 
in the Union of S.A.” ; Mr. H. Hallendorff, Subject: 
“Gamma Sigma Clubs on the Reef” ; Mr. M. A. Millner, 
B.A., LL.B., Subject: “Books and Authors” ; Mr. R. V. 
Selope-Thema, Subject: “The Joint Council Movement” ; 
Mr. W. B. Vilakazi, B.A., Subject: “ Character” ; Dr. 
Ellenberger, Subject: “Teaching of the Vernacular in 
Native Schools” ; Dr. Rouch, Subject: “Venereal Dis
eases (with films); Dr. Victoria Peterson, Subject: 
“Venereal Diseases (with films) ; Rev. A. W. Bloxall, 
Subject: “The work of the Athlone School for the 
Blind.” The Club was also visited by the members of 
“Toe H.”
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TRANSVAAL AFRICAN EISTEDDFOD.
As in previous years, we wish again to congratulate 

Mr. Mark S. Radebe and his energetic Committee on 
the great success of this year’s Eisteddfod. The most, 
pleasing feature of the whole Eisteddfod was the en
thusiasm of competitors and public, from start to finish. 
One notices annually the growth of interest in the Eis
teddfod among people outside the Transvaal. The 
Eisteddfod is serving a very useful purpose in helping 
to bring out dormant talent in the Africans, and the 
Committee of the Centre is always pleas.ed to put the 
B.M.S.C. Hall at the disposal of the Eisteddfod Commit
tee.

B.M.S.C. QUARTETTE-
The B.M.S.C. Quartette gave ssveiai concerts to 

European and Mixed audiences during the year. Con
certs were held at Yeoville, Clifton, Wolhuter, the resi
dence of the American Consul, and at the B.M.S.C.; and 
in all cases the audiences congratulated the Quartette 
on their singing. The Quartette has already been asked 
to sing at several places in the coming year.

B.M.S.C. ROAMER CREW.
A brief survey of the work of the Bantu Men’s 

Social Centre Roamer Crew—a body of Senior Path
finders—is one of the most difficult things to write; 
not because of insufficient data, but because we fear 
that what we write may be too much like sounding our 
own trumpets over our small achievements. We, there
fore, beg our readers to excuse us, if we sound our 
horns too loudly.

Last May, ten members of the Centre came together 
and gave voice to a desire that had long been in their 
hearts, viz., a desire to form a link between their young 
days and present days—a link which should have some
thing to do with Pathfinder wrork. As a result a 
ROAMER CREW was formed.

Our Crew had not been long in existence, when we 
had to part with two of our foundation members, whose
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Jnames we think fit to mention here: Samuel Mokgeleli, 
who was called to higher service, and M. Kambule, who 
left for Natal.

A Roamer Crew’s motto is “ Service,” and it was with 
this in mind that our small crew set out in the quest of 
service. Our voyage may, as yet, not have been fruit
ful, but it has had its hard lessons to teach us.

The Crew has visited many places. Our first outing 
was to the Diepkloof Reformatory and Orlando Town
ship. Our stay at the Reformatory enabled us to get in 
touch with the boys who, for various boyish naughty 
deeds, are kept there to be reformed. Some offences 
appeared to be of minor gravity, and yet the offenders 
were kept at the Reformatory for from three to five 
years. We learnt, however, that the Education Depart
ment was going to take over the Reformatory, and this 
change, we understood, would introduce a new atmos
phere at Diepkloof. The boys we met had, as the “Ole 
man” remarked, “still the boys’ smile,” and were simply 
less fortunate than many others who have come 
through boyhood without a taint of prison and yet with 
bigger follies.

Our next outing covered the Bantu Refuge—where 
pathetic cases of the aged were seen—Germiston Loca
tion, and Stirtonville. Resulting from this, we are 
hoping to collect some money to give the inmates of the 
Bantu Refuge a happy time next Eastertide.

The Crew’s last trip was to Pretoria where we 
visited Marabastad Location, the Union Buildings, and 
the Museum.

Another feature of the Crew’s activities is the col
lection of information concerning our people through 
the press and from lectures. We have a crude “Bible” 
in which we paste as many cuttings as we possibly can 
get, concerning matters affecting the African in any 
and every phase of life.

We have als.o had two special meetings. The first 
was a joint meeting with the First Parkview Rover 
Crew (Europeans). We were able to make friends with 
brother Rovers of a different dolour. The Rover Crew
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was very kind to our baby-Crew, and, as the .big 
brothers they are, gave us advice and told us where to 
expect rocks and big storms in this tempestuous ocean 
we had set out on.

Besides these activities, our Crew encourages 
reading amongst its members and has a small Path
finder Lending Library. It also gives its members an 
opportunity of taking charge at meetings. Such meet
ings are generally looked forward to, and each member 
gets the chance of—as one of the members put it— 
“ running the show.”

The Crew holds, meetings every Thursday evening, 
from 7 p.m., at the Bantu Men’s Social Centre, where 
it has a small den, and where it would be glad to get a 
visit from anyone interested in its work. It now num
bers sixteen; we give here their names and some of 
their nicknames:—

Wilfred Dit^ie (Bearded Wolf), Leader.
Phillip Mashego (The Gambler, ) Assistant Leader.
Job. R. Rathebe ( “De Ole Man” ), Treasurer.
Elliot Matta (Ou Cramps).
Amos Moloi (Amy).
Lucas Koza (Bob).
Thompson Xaba (Effective Blake).
Willie Mbata (The Baby).
Abe Manila (Sleepy).
Dalton Hlabane (Cats).
Johannes Monkoe.
Morris Plata.
T. Matela.
C. Nena.
Peter Dabula (Scrawler).
Walter Pela.

OUTDOOR GAMES.
The B.M.S.C. (Reds) F.C., this'year under the 

leadership of Mr. Aaron Nobanda (Captain), was not 
quite as, fortunate as it was last year. In fact, the Club 
towards the end of the year became disorganised. There 
is, however, a movement afoot to re-organise the team 
in the coming year.
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TENNIS.

Tennis at the Centre continues to flourish under 
the able leadership of Messrs. S. H. Msweli (Captain) 
and Dan Makoe (Vice-Captain). So successful has the 
Club team been during the year, that the members 
have nicknamed them “The Unvanquished Team.” The 
team played against the following Clubs: Vereeniging 
(thrice), Pretoria (twice), Modderfontein (once), 
Brakpan (twice), the Bantu Sports Club, the Westerns, 
and others, and in all cases ran riot. The Jajbhay 
Brothers’ “ Singles” and “Doubles” Trophies, have be
come a feature, and when the time comes round for 
either the “Singles” or “Doubles,” there are usually 
between 50 and 60 entrants. The Singles Championship 
of the B.M.S.C. is at present held by Mr. Fred “Terra- 
plane” J. Smith, who wrenched this title in a thrilling 
contest from Mr. Hoosen “Jagee” Jajbhay, in October 
last, while the Men’s Doubles Championship is held by 
Messrs. H. Jajbhay and J. D. Rosenburg.

OTHER INDOOR GAMES.
Draughts, Ping-Pong, Chess, Billiards, etc., are 

regularly played. Billiards is played by most members 
and some really fine strokes are being developed.

BOXING.
Boxing under the direction of Mr. Thompson Xaba, 

and, lately, Mr. Catterill (Olympic Champion), con
tinues to take a foremost place in the Centre. At the 
last Championship Competitions, organised by the 
Transvaal Non-European Amateur Boxing Association, 
and held at the Centre in April, the following members 
won titles: Mr. Thompson Xaba (Welter), Mr. Stephen 
Mabinda (Heavy), and Mr. Wittiker Budini (Fly). We 
offer these Champions our congratulations.

1st ANNUAL CLUB SUPPER.
For the first time this year, the Bantu Social Cen

tre arranged a Club Supper for its members, which was 
attended by some 380 members and friends. Though 
the cost was rather high, we hope the Centre will con
tinue to have the Annual Club Supper, as it helped to 
bring together the members as never before, and at the
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same time induced those in arrears with their subscrip
tions to pay up, so as, to enable them to partake. It 
was, as someone remarked afterwards: “A Great Family 
Gathering.”

GUEST NIGHTS.
During the ,year the Centre held a Guest Night 

once a month to which members were encouraged to 
bring their wives and lady friends. Twrelve of these 
Guest Nights were held, each with a varied programme. 
Under this head, we would like to thank the Rev. Ray 
E. Phillips, and Mr. H. Hallendorff for the Bioscope pro
grammes, also the Bloemfontein Girls Troupe, the 
B.M.S.C. Quartette, Mr. G. W. Dickinson, “ The Dark- 
town Strutters,” and many other friends, who helped 
to make Guest Nights the success they have been.

MIDDAY MEALS AT THE CENTRE.
In last year’s Report, the need for providing a good 

midday meal at a reasonable price for members, of the 
Centre was stressed. In October of the year under re
view, the experiment was tried, the necessary equip
ment being bought, and a competent African woman 
engaged as cook. The experiment met with gratifying 
response^ the daily average of meals served being about 
18-20. We should like s.till more members to avail 
themselves of this facility, and plan to introduce books 
of tickets which will offer an appreciable saving to 
those purchasing them. The Executive has decided to 
continue the experiment during the coming year.

GENERAL.
If there is any gap in the many-sided activities of 

the Centre, it is to be found in the comparative lack of 
provision for the religious interests of its members, for 
which more was done in former years. The Executive 
Committee has given its attention to the matter, and 
asked one of the Vice-Chairmen of the Centre, Rev. Dr. 
J. Dexter-Taylor, to work out a plan for regular religious 
meetings on Sunday afternoons. We look forward to 
his plan being put into operation in the coming year.

As has already been stated, the Centre is being 
looked upon by many as the Home of the Africans..
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There is, however, one need which we think should 
further be considered and that is to provide decent 
lodging- accommodation for respectable Africans. Unlike 
other large towns in the Union, Johannesburg is the 
only town where an African who does not know anyone, 
finds himself verily stranded. We hope some money will 
be found to supply this urgent need.

Among the many Bantu Organisations to hold 
their meetings at the Centre, during the year, were the 
following: The Transvaal African Teachers’ Associa
tion; The Transvaal Interdenominational Ministers’ 
Association; The Bantu Methodist Church; The G.P.C. 
of the T.A.T.A.; The Transvaal Bantu Cricket Board; 
The Bantu Dramatic Society; The Johannesburg Bantu 
Football Association; The African Motor Drivers’ Union, 
The Mendi Memorial Committee; The Pathfinders (Cen
tral District); The Paladians (Coloured Boys’ Scouts) ; 
The Salvation Army; Johannesburg Joint Council of 
Europeans and Africans; the Congregational Church; 
the Non-European Blind Association; the St. John Am
bulance Brigade (1st Bantu) Division; and several 
others. The Hall was used, not only for games, but for 
weddings, concerts, boxing tournaments., bioscopes, etc.

The visitors’ book shows over a hundred signa
tures, while many visiting the Centre failed to sign.

THANKS.
The work of the Centre could certainly not be car

ried on without the kindly interest taken in it by the 
many European and African friends who have helped 
in a practical wTay, as the list at the back of this, report 
will show. To them, one and all, we wish to say a really 
big “Thank You,” and, at the same time, we wish again 
to draw their attention to the fact that we always have 
a number of Africans unemployed, and that if, at any
time, they should have vacancies, they should ring up 
the Secretary, ’phone 33-8110, or write to P.O. Box 4767, 
when everything possible will be done to provide can
didates. for the jobs.

On behalf of the Executive Committee:
R. F. Alfred Hoernle, Chairman.
J. Richard Rathebe, Secretary.
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Pantn iHen’s
Dr. EXPENDITURE AND REVENUE ACCOUNT

To Salaries and Wages.............................................  £437 13 8
„ Municipal Rates and Charges .......................  145 4 10
,, Games ...............................................................  48 11 0
,, Insurance ....................................................... 43 8 3
,, Clerical Assistance..............................................  42 15 9
„ Postages, Stationery, Telephones, Bank

Charges and Sundry Expenses ............  340 10 6
„ Cost of Annual Dinner ................. _................... 38 9 11
,, Depreciation of Furniture and Equipment ...  79 2 6
,, Balance— Excess of Revenue over Expenditure,

transferred to Accumulated Funds ............  2 62 16 10

£1,438 13 3

IS



o

Social Centre.
FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31st DECEMBER, 1935. Or.

By Membership Fees ............................................... £162 14 0
„ Subscriptions and Donations ............ 501 13 9
„ Native Recruiting Corporation Ltd.................  300 0 0
„ Board of Control— Deferred Pay 

Interest Fund. £1 for £1 on 
Revenue from Native Sources £243 13 9
Add Special Grant ..................... 50 0 0

-------------------- - 293 13 9
„  First Aid Fees .................................................  5 9 6
,, Sundry Revenue—

Hire of Hall ..................... £8 9 7 6
Locker Rents .....................  0 17 6

---------------------  90 5 0
,, Profit on Kitchen and Catering

Revenue........................................£228 19 4
Expenditure .............................  167 8 5

---------------------- 61 10 11
,, Interest received _.............................................  2 3 6 4

« ------------------ -—-------
’ > £1,438 13 3
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Pattttt Jflcn’si
Registered under Charitable

Dr. BALANCE s h e e t ,

To Creditors ..............................................................  ....  £60 18 9
„ Library Deposits .................................. - ...........~ 1 18 6
„ Accumulated Funds ..............  ........................  8,871 2 9

Balance, 81st December, 1934 £8,608 5 11
Add Balance of Expendi

ture and Revenue Account 262 16 10

£8,934 0 O'

Certified Correct,
J. MONTAGUE PIM,

Hon. Treasurer.
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o

foetal Centre.
Institutions (Control) Ordinance, 1926.

:51st DECEMBER, 1935. Cr.

By Buildings ..................................................................  £7,125 19 10
,, Furniture and Equipment .................................. 380 0 0

Balance, 31st December, 1934 £450 0 0
Add— Additions during year 9 2 6

£459 2 6
Deduct— Depreciation __ 7 9 2 6

Municipal Deposits . . ..............  19 0 0
Debtors and Kitchen Stock .............. 129 16 0
Cash .............. .............. 1,279 4 2
At Bank ........................ ...........  £437 17 11
St. Andrew's Building Society,

Current Account ............. 841 3 7
On Hand .................................... 0 2 8

£8,934 0 0

JOHANNESBURG,
10th February, 1936.
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Jiantu jHen’£ foetal Centre

1935.
SUBSCRIPTIONS AND DONATIONS.

African Explosives and Industries Ltd. ............ £25 0 0
African Consolidated Films Ltd. ...... £52 10 0

Less— Handed over to Bantu
Sports Club and Pathfinders 25 0 0

-— --------------- 27 10 0
African Guarantee and Indemnity Co. Ltd. ...... ....  1 . 1  0
Aiken and Carter, Alex............................ ......... ...;..  10 0 0
Anglo-American Corporation of South Africa Ltd. 10 10 0
Anstey and Co., Norman ............. . ...... ....  ......   2 2 0
Barker, A. E. ........ ,........ ................... ............. ........ . 1 1 0
Barnato Group of Mines ..........  .... ,.....................  ....  2 5 0 0
Barrow (Pty.) Ltd., John :....................................... . 1 1 0
Bartle and Co. Ltd..........  .............................................  1 1 0
Bauman, Dr. E. P., M.P..........:. ............... ..................... 1 1 0
Bilbrough, S. B.............................................  ......... .... 2 2 0
Bowman, Gilfillan and Blacklock ...............    3 3 0
British Insulated Cables (S.A.) Ltd...............................  2 2 0
Brick and Potteries Co. Ltd............ .......................... , 2 2 0
Burlington Printing and Bookbinding Co.................. 1 1 0
Castle Wine and Brandy Co. Ltd......................... £......  1 1 0
Central Engineering Works Ltd   ..._............... ....... 0 10 6
Central Mining— Rand Mines Group .....................  50 0 0
Central News Agency Ltd...........................................   5 0 0
Cleghorn's ......................................................................  1 1 0
Compressed Yeast Ltd.............................;......................  1 1 0
Connolly Ltd., T. and F......  ................ 1 1 0
Cotts and Co. (S.A.) Ltd., Mitchell .....................  ...... 1 1 0
Crittall— Hope Metal Windows (South Africa) Ltd. 2 2 0
Currie Ltd., Richard It...................... '...........................  1 1 0
Denver Rock Drill and Machinery Co. Ltd.................  1 1 0
Dunlop Rubber Co. (S.A.) Ltd.................................... 1 1 0
Evans and Co., Herbert ........    2 2 0
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o
Fraser and Chalmers (S.A.) Ltd................    2 2 0
Gemmill, W. ......................   2 2 0
General Mining and Finance Corporation Ltd...........  15 0 0
Gray, Dr. James .................................. ...................  1 0  0
Green and Morison Ltd., E. K.... ..................................  1 1 0
Grobler, P., Minister of Native Affairs  ............. } 5 0 0
Hayman, Godfrey and Sanderson ........ . ............... ,. 1 1 0
Hen wood, Son, Soutter and Co.......................... ..........  2 2 0
Hillman Bros., Ltd...................... ; .............................. . 1 1 0
Hoernle, Professor R. F. A..................................... ; 1 1 0  0
Hofmeyr, H. J.................................. . .......... 1 1 0
Hunt, Leuchars and Hepburn Ltd. ,........ J ..... „..., 5 5 0
Johannesburg, City Council of .... ...... .... ..... ... .... 50 0 0
Johannesburg Consolidated Investment Co. Ltd. ...... 25 0 0
Jooste and Bryant Ltd....................... ..... , . .. : 2 2 0
Levin, Julius and Friend ...................... .... p 5 q
Lezard, E. ...: ....................................................  0 10 6
Mackenzie, Geo.................................. . 1 1 0
Moodie, J. A. ...............................................  1 1 0
McGregor and Co., Helen ............................................. 0 10 0
New Consolidated Goldfields Ltd................................  20 0 0
Phoenix Assurance Co. Ltd......................................... 6 2 0
Prices (S.A.) Ltd............................................................ 1 1 0
Pim and Hardy, Howard, Clerical Assistance .......... 42 15 9
Quinn and Co., Ltd., Jno. W. ......................................  1 1 0
Rand Daily Mails Ltd................_  .................................  10 0 0
Rand Provident Building Society................................ 2 2 0
Randles Bro. and Hudson Ltd.....................................  ] 1 0
Reckitts (Africa) Ltd....................................................  2 2 0
Salvation Army ....................................... 1 0  0
Shell Company of South Africa Ltd............................. 1 1 0
Sive Bros, and Karnovsky Ltd............................................1 1 0
Smith, James...................................................  V 5 0 0
Solomon, Mr. Justice Saul .......................... ..... ' 3 3 0
South African & General Investment & Trust Co. Ltd. 1 1 0  
South British Insurance Co. Ltd 2 2 0
“star’’ The...........................................25 0 0
Steel Ceilings and Aluminium Works Ltd...................  1 1 0

23



(9
Stewarts and Lloyds of South Africa Ltd............ 2 2 0
Stevenson, J. H......................................................— 2 2 0
Stokes, F. A.......... _ ........ 1........... ............................. 2 2 0
Stuttaford and Co. Ltd..................................... — 5 5 0
‘ ‘Sunday Times” Syndicate Ltd. ....... :................... ...... 10 0 0
Thompson (Pty) Ltd., James................................. 1 1 0
Thornton’s ................................................................ 1 1 0
Thrupp and Co.......................................................... 1 1 0
Transvaal Bantu Cricket Board ...... .................... 1 1 0
Troughton, J. J......................................................... 1 1 0
Union Corporation Ltd............................................. .... 25 0 0
Union Flour Mills Ltd.............................................. 1 1 0
United States Rubber Co. (S.A.) Ltd.................. 3 3 0
Victoria Falls and Transvaal Power Co. Ltd...... ...... 10 0 0
Van Gorkom and Noonan ...................................... 1 1 0
Williams, Hunt and Co. (Tvl.) Ltd....................... 5 5 0

£501 13 9
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