
e x e m p t  in S o u t h  A f r i c a ,

Of the 2 4  c o u n t r i e s  w i t h  c o n s c r i p t i o n  t h a t  r e c o g n i s e  c o n s c i e n ­

t i o u s  o b j e c t i o n ,  S o u t h  A f r i c a  is o n e  of o n l y  7 that l i m i t s  the 

r e c o g n i t i o n  to r e l i g i o u s  objector-s.

0-f the 16 c o u n t r i e s  t h a t  o f f e r  a l t e r n a t i v e  s e r v i c e  o u t s i d e  of 

the m i l i t a r y ,  S o u t h  A f r i c a  is o n e  of o n l y  5 that l i m i t s  t h i s  

s e r v i c e  to g o v e r n m e n t  b o d i e s .

T h e  m a x i m u m  p e r i o d  of a l t e r n a t i v e  s e r v i c e  in S o u t h  A f r i c a  is 

the l o n g e s t  in the w o r l d .

T h e  m a x i m u m  p e r i o d  of i m p r i s o n m e n t  f o r  r e f u s i n g  to do m i l i t a r y  

s e r v i c e  in S o u t h  A f r i c a  is a l s o  the l o n g e s t  in t h e  w o r l d .  T h e  

six y e a r  jail s e n t e n c e s  i m p o s e d  on S o u t h  A f r i c a n  c o n s c i e n t i o u s  

o b j e c t o r s  D a v i d  B r u c e  and C h a r l e s  B e s t e r  in 1 9 8 8  a r e  l o n g e r  

th a n  t h o s e  r e c o r d e d  in a n y  o t h e r  c o u n t r y  over- the p a s t  15 

y e a r s .



C O N S C I E N T I O U S  O B J E C T O R S ,  1 9 7 7 - 1 9 8 3

1 9 7 7  A n t o n  E b e r h a r d  s e n t e n c e d  to o n e  y e a r  in m i l i t a r y  d e t e n t i o n  

b a r r a c k s  (DB), 10 m o n t h s  s u s p e n d e d .

1978 J o h a n n  v a n  Wyk s e n t e n c e d  to 15 m o n t h s ’ i m p r i s o n m e n t ,  s u s ­

p e n d e d  -for t h r e e  y e a r s .

1 9 7 9  P e t e r  Moll s e n t e n c e d  to 18 m o n t h s  in DB; s e r v e d  1 year.

1980 R i c h a r d  S t e e l e  s e r v e d  1 y e a r  in DB.

1981 C h a r l e s  Y e a t s  s e r v e d  1 y e a r  in DB, t h e n  s e n t e n c e d  to a y e a r  

in c i v i l i a n  p r i s o n  -for re-fusing to w e a r  a m i l i t a r y  u n i f o r m .

19 8 2  M i k e  V i v e i r o s  s e n t e n c e d  to 13 m o n t h s ’ i m p r i s o n m e n t ,  s e r v e d  

1 y e a r  in P o l l s m o o r  P r i s o n .

Neil M i t c h e l l  s e r v e d  1 y e a r  i n DB a n d  a -further 6 m o n t h s  in 

P r e t o r i a  C e n t r a l  P r i s o n .

B i l l y  P a d d o c U  s e r v e d  a y e a r  in P r e t o r i a  C e n t r a l  P r i s o n .

1 9 8 3  E t i e n n e  E s s e r y  s e r v e d  1 y e a r  in t h e  S A D F  and t h e n  o b j e c t e d  

to d o i n g  a r m y  c a m p s ?  s e r v e d  4 m o n t h s  in P r e t o r i a  C e n t r a l  

Pr i s o n .

A d r i a n  P a t t e r s o n  s e n t e n c e d  to 4 m o n t h s ’ i m p r i s o n m e n t ;  did 

not s e r v e  d u e  to a legal t e c h n i c a l i t y .

P e t e r  H a t h o r n  s e n t e n c e d  to 2 y e a r s ’ i m p r i s o n m e n t ;  s e r v e d  1 

y e a r  in Pollsrnoor P r i s o n .

S t e v e n  G r a n g e r  p r o s e c u t e d  -for c o n s c i e n t i o u s  o b j e c t i o n  b u t  

c h a r g e s  d r o p p e d  -for t e c h n i c a l  r e a s o n s .

Paul D o b s o n  o b j e c t e d  a-fter s e r v i n g  14 m o n t h s  in the 

army; s e n t e n c e d  to 1 y e a r  i m p r i s o n m e n t .



I N T E R N A T I O N A L  L A W  O N  C O N S C I E N T I O U S  O B J E C T I O N  A N D  A L T E R N A T I V E

S E R V I C E

S i n c e  W o r l d  W a r  II v a r i o u s  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  c o n v e n t i o n s ,  d e c l a r a ­

t i o n s  and -forums h a v e  m a d e  p r o n o u n c e m e n t s  t h a t  s u p p o r t ,  or a r e  

i n t e r p r e t e d  a s  s u p p o r t i n g ,  t h e  r i g h t  o-f c o n s c i e n t i o u s  o b j e c t i o n .

It is a m a t t e r  o-f d e b a t e  a s  to w h e t h e r  t h e  p r o n o u n c e m e n t s  e s t a b ­

lish t h i s  r i g h t  in i n t e r n a t i o n a l  law. S o m e  c o m m e n t a t o r s  b e l i e v e  

t h e y  do not, e i t h e r  b e c a u s e  t h e y  lack t h e  r e q u i s i t e  j u r i d i c a l  

s t a t u s  or b e c a u s e  t h e i r  r e f e r e n c e  to c o n s c i e n t i o u s  o b j e c t i o n  is 

in-ferred r a t h e r  t h a n  d i r e c t  a n d  e x p l i c i t  (Herz, 1 9 8 6 . 1 4 2  147).

N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  t h e  p r o n o u n c e m e n t s  a r e  o-f s i g n i f i c a n c e  i n t e r n a t i o n ­

a l l y  in t h a t  t h e y  h a v e  c o n t r i b u t e d  to t h e  l i b e r a l i s i n g  o-f n a t i o n ­

al p o l i c y  in m a n y  c o u n t r i e s  ( A p p e n d i x  2), i n f l u e n c e d  t h e  a t t i t u d e  

of m a n y  c o n s c r i p t s  and b e e n  u s e d  b y  c o n s c i e n t i o u s  o b j e c t o r  m o v e ­

m e n t s  a n d  i n d i v i d u a l  o b j e c t o r s  to j u s t i f y  t h e i r  s t a n d s  (Evans,

1 9 8 9 b : 2).

In S o u t h  A f r i c a  t h e  p r o n o u n c e m e n t s  h a v e  b e e n  i n v o k e d  in t h e  

t r i a l e  of c o n s c i e n t i o u s  o b j e c t o r s  a n d  in s u b m i s s i o n s  p r e s e n t e d  by 

t h e  w a r  r e s i s t a n c e  m o v e m e n t  to t h e  m i l i t a r y  a n d  g o v e r n m e n t  (see 

for e x a m p l e  ECC, 1 9 8 5 b  a n d  1 9 8 8 b ) .  T h e y  h a v e  not had a n y  i m p a c t

on s t a t e  p o l i c y  h o w e v e r .

T h e  m o s t  w i d e l y  c i t e d  a u t h o r i t y  f o r  t h e  r e c o g n i t i o n  of c o n s c i e n ­

t i o u s  o b j e c t i o n  is A r t i c l e  18 of t h e  1 9 4 4  U n i v e r s a l  D e c l a r a t i o n



o-f H u m a n  R i g h t s .  T h e  A r t i c l e  s t a t e s :  “E v e r y o n e  h a s  the r i g h t  to 

■freedom o-f t h o u g h t ,  c o n s c i e n c e  and r e l i g i o n ;  t h i s  r i g h t  i n c l u d e s  

■freedom... to m a n i f e s t  h i s  r e l i g i o n  or b e l i e f  in t e a c h i n g ,  p r a c ­

tice, w o r s h i p  or o b s e r v a n c e ”. A l t h o u g h  t h e  t e r m s  ' c o n s c i e n c e’ and 

’o b s e r v a n c e’ a r e  not d e f i n e d  or r e l a t e d  s p e c i f i c a l l y  to corisci ip 

tion, A m n e s t y  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  and o t h e r  h u m a n  r i g h t s  g r o u p s  a r g u e  

that t h e  p r o v i s i o n  i n h e r e n t l y  r e c o g n i s e s  t h e  r i g h t  to r e f u s e  

m i l i t a r y  s e r v i c e  for r e a s o n s  of c o n s c i e n c e  ( A m n e s t y  I n t e r n a t i o n ­

al, 198 8 : 2 ) .

A s i m i l a r  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  is g i v e n  to o t h e r  i n t e r n a t i o n a l ,  r e ­

g i o n a l  a n d  n a t i o n a l  d e c l a r a t i o n s  and c o n v e n t i o n s .  T h e s e  i n c l u d e  

A r t i c l e  18 of t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  C o v e n a n t  on C i v i l  and P o l i t i c a l  

R i g h t s ,  A r t i c l e  9 of t h e  E u r o p e a n  C o n v e n t i o n  on H u m a n  R i g h t s  and 

F u n d a m e n t a l  F r e e d o m s ,  A r t i c l e  3 of t h e  A m e r i c a n  D e c l a r a t i o n  on 

the R i g h t s  and D u t i e s  of Man, A r t i c l e  12 of t h e  A m e r i c a n  C o n v e n ­

ti o n  on H u m a n  R i g h t s  a n d  A r t i c l e  8 of t h e  A f r i c a n  C h a r t e r  on 

H u m a n  and P e o p l e ’s R i g h t s .  A c c o r d i n g  to A m n e s t y  I n t e r n a t i o n a l ,  

the f i r s t  t h r e e  of t h e s e  c o n v e n t i o n s  "do n o t  p e r m i t  d e r o g a t i o n  

f r o m  t h e  f r e e d o m  of c o n s c i e n c e  u n d e r  a n y  c i r c u m s t a n c e s "  (ibid).

S u p p o r t  f o r  t h e  r i g h t  of c o n s c i e n t i o u s  o b j e c t i o n  is a l s o  d r a w n  

f r o m  t h e  p r i n c i p l e s  c o n t a i n e d  in the C h a r t e r  of the N u r e m b e r g  

T r i b u n a l ,  e n d o r s e d  in U N  R e s o l u t i o n  1 of D e c e m b e r  1946. T h e s e  

p r i n c i p l e s ,  w h i c h  e m e r g e d  f r o m  the t r i a l s  of Nazi w a r  c r i m i n a l s  

a f t e r  W o r l d  W a r  II, m a k e  an i n d i v i d u a l  r e s p o n s i b l e  for c e r t a i n  

a c t i o n  c o n t r a r y  to i n t e r n a t i o n a l  law. A p e r s o n  u n d e r  m i l i t a r y  

a u t h o r i t y  w h o  is o r d e r e d  to c o m m i t  "war c r i m e s " ,  " c r i m e s  a g a i n s t  

p e ace" or " c r i m e s  a g a i n s t  h u m a n i t y "  h a s  b o t h  a r i g h t  and a d u t y



to o b j e c t  to p a r t i c i p a t i n g  in t h e m  (Evans, o p  c i t : 2 - 3 ) .

T h e  U N  G e n e r a l  A s s e m b l y  h a s  not -formulated g e n e r a l  p o l i c y  on the 

i s s u e s  o-f c o n s c i e n t i o u s  o b j e c t i o n  and a l t e r n a t i v e  s e r v i c e ,  p r i ­

m a r i l y  b e c a u s e  1/3 o-f its m e m b e r  s t a t e s  h a v e  c o n s c r i p t i o n  w i t h  no 

r e c o g n i t i o n  o-f o b j e c t i o n .  T h e  A s s e m b l y  h a s  h o w e v e r  t a k e n  a s t a n d  

on m i l i t a r y  s e r v i c e  in S o u t h  A-frica ( C h a p t e r  9).

In 19 8 7  t h e  UN C o m m i s s i o n  on H u m a n  R i g h t s  a c c e p t e d  c o n s c i e n t i o u s  

o b j e c t i o n  as a g e n e r a l  r i g h t .  It r e s o l v e d  to ca l l  on s t a t e s  to: 

" t a k e  m e a s u r e s  a i m e d  at e x e m p t i o n  -from m i l i t a r y  s e r v i c e  on t h e  

b a s i s  o-f a g e n u i n e l y  h e l d  c o n s c i e n t i o u s  o b j e c t i o n  to a r m e d  s e r ­

v i c e " ;  r e f r a i n  f r o m  i m p r i s o n i n g  o b j e c t o r s ;  i n t r o d u c e  f o r m s  of 

a l t e r n a t i v e  s e r v i c e  " w h i c h  a r e  c o m p a t i b l e  w i t h  t h e  r e a s o n s  f o r  

c o n s c i e n t i o u s  o b j e c t i o n " ;  a n d  e s t a b l i s h  " i m p a r t i a l  d e c i s i o n  m a k ­

ing p r o c e d u r e s  to d e t e r m i n e  w h e t h e r  a c o n s c i e n t i o u s  o b j e c t i o n  is 

v a l i d  in a p a r t i c u l a r  case'1 (Evans, op c i t : 3 ) .

T h e  E u r o p e a n  P a r l i a m e n t  a n d  C o u n c i l  of E u r o p e  h a v e  s i m i l a r l y  

e n d o r s e d  t h e  r i g h t  of o b j e c t o r s  to p e r f o r m  a l t e r n a t i v e  s e r v i c e  

and h a v e  m a d e  p r o p o s a l s  on t h e  n a t u r e  of s u c h  s e r v i c e .  F o r  e x ­

a m p l e  in 1 9 8 3  t h e  E u r o p e a n  P a r l i a m e n t  r e s o l v e d  that: a l t e r n a t i v e  

s e r v i c e  s h o u l d  not be r e g a r d e d  as a s a n c t i o n ;  it s h o u l d  b e  o r g a n ­

ised in s u c h  a w a y  a s  to r e s p e c t  t h e  d i g n i t y  of t h e  p e r s o n  

c o n c e r n e d ;  it s h o u l d  b e n e f i t  t h e  c o m m u n i t y ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  in t h e  

s o c i a l  f i e l d  and the f i e l d  of a i d  and d e v e l o p m e n t  c o - o p e r a t i o n ;  

and it s h o u l d  be e q u i v a l e n t  in l e n g t h  to m i l i t a r y  s e r v i c e  (Baker, 

1 9 8 6 : 1 3 9 - 1 4 0 ) .
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TOWARDS A JUST PEACE IN OUR UNO

A D e c la r a tio n  t o  E nd C o n s c r ip t i o n

We. live in an unjust- society w here basic human rig h ts  ane denied 
to  the. m ajority  of th e  people.

We live in an unequal society where the land and wealth are 

owned by the. m inority.

We live in a society in a state. of civil war, where, b ro th e r is 

called on to fig h t brother.

W t call for an end t-o conscription.

Young men are. conscripted to maintain Hie. illegal occupation of 
Namibia, and -fr> wage unjust war against foreign countries.

Y>ung men a re  conscripted to assist in th e  implementation anc/ 
defence of ap arth eid  policies.

Young men ujho refu se to se rv e  a re  faced with -the choice of a 

life, of exile o r a possible six- years in prison.

We call fo r an end to  conscription.

We believe + hat -the. financial cost of -the war increases th e  poverty of 
our country, and that money should rather be used in the interests of peace.

We believe that the extension of conscription to coloured and indian 
youth wU\ increase conflict and fu rth e r divide o u r  country.

WE BEJJEVE THAT IT IS T H E  M O RA L RJGHT OF S O U T H  
AFRICANS T O  EXERCISE FR E ED O M  O F C O N S C IE N C E  
AND TO CHOOSE NOT TO SERVE IN T H E  S A D F .

WE CALL FOR. AN END TO CONSCRIPTION 

WE CALL FOR. A JUST PEACE IN OUR LAND

.O v-
,</

off



D I A G R A M  O F  E C C  S T R U C T U R E S

SUEC.QtltlIIIEE£

(Eg: S c h o o l s ,  c u l t u r e ,  m e d i a ,  
c h u r c h ,  p a r e n t s ,  c o n s c r i p t s )

&EEIL1AIED. QBe&blLS&IIQLlS

(Eg: N u s a s , B l a c k  S a s h ,  P F P  
Y o u t h ,  Q u a k e r s ,  Cosg)

EXEC.LLIIUE

(press, -finances, 
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n )

<3--------

G E U E B & L  E Q H jC

(Fortni ght 1 y r e g i o n a l  d e c i s i o n -

m a k  i ng b o d y ; o p e n  to a l 1 m e m -

b e rs)

NAIIDfcJAL CQtltdlllEE

( N a t i o n a l  c o - o r d i n a t i n g  
c o m m i t t e e  w i t h  r e p ­
r e s e n t a t i v e s  f r o m  all 

r e g  ions)

NAIIQNAL CQNEEBENCE

( T w i c e  a n n u a l  n a t i o n a l  
d e c i s i o n  m a k i n g  f o r u m ,  
o p e n  to all m e m b e r s )



ECC A N D  A N T I - E C C  M E D I A

Ever thought ab o u t helping build a children's hom e, painting a hospital 
ward or laying a rural w ater pipe instead o f patrolling the townriiip 
in browns?

These are the kind o f things the End C onscription Campaign will be 

doing in April this year.

ECC is com m itted to solutions to  the conflict in our country that do 
not. involve military or police intervention. We are opposed to  .con­
scription into the SADF and to  th e m ilitarisation o f South African 
society. We believe in constructive com m unity service that crosses 
racial barriers, building bridges to  a b etter future. To illustrate this, 
we have em barked on an am bitious country-w ide campaign: “ Working 

for a Just Peace".

KEEP THE 
TOWNSHIPS 

CLEAN

1914 Konskripsie -  NEE 
1939 Conscription -  NO 
1987 Conscription -  WHY?





C o n c e r t
against 
conscriptioif

s .
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m soek j y i n  
DIE TOWNSHIPS
TROEPII ?

WHERE’S THE BORDER NOW?

~/j ‘No hoe*’(or ' n ' "

SADF GET OUT!
O O

'What are you looking for in the township, soldier!’

Issued by: End Conscription Cam paign, 1 Rhodesview , 435 M ain Road, O bsetvattxy



E C sCene
Pietermaritzburg End Conscription Campaign

August 1986



S.A. EINDIG KONSKRIPSIE VELDTOG/ 
S.A. END CONSCRIPTION CAMPAIGN

LEES HIERDIE INSTRUKSIES NOUKEURIG 
READ THESE INSTRUCTIONS CAREFULLY

Registrasiebeampte ECC or UCT Campus 
Registering Officer ECC SRC Desk
1 Rhodes View 
435 Main Road 
Observatory

Vredenommer/Peace Number.............................................

k ENNISGEWING v a n  t o e w y s in g  v ir  v r y w il l ig e  DIENSPROJEK 
NOTIFICATION OF ALLOTMENT FOR VOLUNTARY SERVICE PROJECT

N E E M  KENNIS:J3EEN H E R T OEWYSINGS W O R D  G E D O E N  NIE 

NOTE: N O  RE-ALLOTMENTS WILL BE M A D E

1. U is kragtens die bepalings van die Vredewet, 1987 toegewys aan:
In accordance w ith  the provisions o f  the Peace Act, 1987 you have been allotted to:

2. E E N H E ID /U N IT ...................ECC ...................................

3 f u n k s i o n e l e  g r o e p  Creche decorating, mural painting 
f u n c t i o n a l  g r o u p  . . .  playground building 

4. DUUR VAN  DIENS
d u r a t i o n  o f  s e r v i c e  . .  Sun 17 May 9am — 4 p m ..........................

5. p l e k  v a n  d i e n s

p l a c e  o f  s e r v i c e ............New Crossroads...................................
6. National Service need not mean military service. The ECC believes that the option 

of community service as an alternative to m ilitary service should not be limited to 
religious pacifists but should be available to all those who in good conscience cannot 
serve in the SADF.

7. If you are committed to a peaceful and constructive alternative to m ilitary 
conscription join us in decorating a New Crossroads creche, building a playground 
for the children at the creche, and painting a series o f educative murals.

8. Report to a VOLUNTEERS MEETING where the day's projects w il l  be discussed,
and the campaign outlined. .... ..M When: Sunday 1 7 May, 9:00am.

Where: Cambtia, Stanley Road, Rondebosch.
9. A ll enquiries legarding this period must be directed to the Registering Officer, ECC, 

P.O.Box 208 Woodstock, or phone the ECC office at 479170 between 12:00noon 
and 2:00pm, or at UCT campus at the SRC desk.



THE WORLD PEACE MOVEMENT IN PERSPECTIVE

INDICATES ORGANIZATIONS THAT HAVE LINKS O f  VARYING TYPES 

TH R O U QH  C R O S S  M EM B ER SH IP A SSO CIATIO N. SOLIDARITY SU P PO R T . 

JO IN T  ACTION COORDINATION P R O JE C T S  AND/OR SU B VER SIVE IN­

FILTRATION.

iHoulette□
P \ *

o

Don’t let ECC gamble with peace

Above H ow  ECC is linked to  the KGB, in a glossy brochure

produced by th e National Student Federation.

Left: 'Defence makes sense' according to  anti-ECC leaflet from the 

National Student Federation.

Below: SADF pamphlet, crudely mimicking ECC’s broken chain motif, 
distributed in Cape Town's townships.

• SADF •
OUT OF THE 
TOWNSHIPS

IN ORDER THAT THERE CAN BE:
STONE THROWING I ®

PETROL BOMBS I 
ARSON 1

1$ DESTRUCTION OF PROPERTYI 
ij SCHOOL BOYCOTTS THROUGH THREATS i" 
CONSUMER BOYCOTTS THROUGH THREATS!
''/BURNING OF MEN .WOMEN AND CHILDREN 1

f

THE SADF IS THE PROTECTOR 
OF PEACELOVING PEOPLE. THOSE 
AGAINST THE SADF PRESENCE IN 
THE TOWNSHIPS ARE EITHER NOT 
EXPOSED TO THE VIOLENCE OR ARE 
THE ORGANIZERS OF IT 11

Issu e d  by th e  O f f i c e r  C o n r w d ln g , W este rn  P r o v in c e  Camani,  The C j * t l e , Cape Tom



T H E  D E B A T E  A R O U N D  'TOT A L  R E F U S A L ’

For s o m e  y e a r s  the i n t e r n a t i o n a l  w a r  r e s i s t a n c e  m o v e m e n t  has 

d e b a t e d  t h e  p o s i t i o n  of 'total r e f u s a l’ w h i c h  a d v o c a t e s  n o n - c o -  

o p e r a t i o n  w i t h  b o t h  c i v i l i a n  a n d  m i l i t a r y  f o r m s  of c o m p u l s o r y  

s e r v i c e .  Its a d h e r e n t s  a r e  o p p o s e d  to p a r t i c i p a t i o n  in, and 

c a m p a i g n s  in f a v o u r  of, a s y s t e m  of a l t e r n a t i v e  s e r v i c e  f o r  

c o n s c i e n t i o u s  o b j e c t o r s .

T o tal r e f u s a l  is a d v a n c e d  f r o m  a r a n g e  of i d e o l o g i c a l  p e r s p e c ­

tives: a n a r c h i s t ,  s o c i a l i s t  i n t e r n a t i o n a l i s t ,  r a d i c a l  p a c i f i s t ,  

l i b e r t a r i a n  a n d  the ' r e l i g i o u s  r e t r e a t i s m ’ of g r o u p s  li k e  J e h o ­

v a h ’s W i t n e s s e s .  T h e  p o s i t i o n  is b a s e d  in p a r t  on a r g u m e n t s  of 

p r i n c i p l e :  a c o m p u l s o r y  s y s t e m  of a l t e r n a t i v e  s e r v i c e  is i n c o m ­

p a t i b l e  w i t h  i n d i v i d u a l  l i b e r t y  and s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n ;  it is 

i m p o s e d  b y  t h e  s t a t e  w h i c h  is f o u n d e d  on v i o l e n c e  and m i l i t a r i s t  

v a l u e s  (Baker, 1 9 8 6 : 1 2 7 - 1 3 7 ) ;  and it i m p l i e s  an a c c e p t a n c e  of t h e  

c o n c e p t s  of n a t i o n a l  c i t i z e n s h i p  and t h e  s t a t e  (Young, 1 9 8 4 : 1 0 2 ) .

Tot a l  r e f u s a l  is a l s o  m o t i v a t e d  a l o n g  s t r a t e g i c  lines: a l t e r n a ­

t i v e  s e r v i c e  a c c o m m o d a t e s  t h e  m a j o r i t y  of c o n s c i e n t i o u s  o b j e c t ­

ors, t h e r e b y  d e f u s i n g  and c o m p r o m i s i n g  t h e  s t r u g g l e  a g a i n s t  c o n ­

s c r i p t i o n .  T h i s  in t u r n  f a c i l i t a t e s  t h e  p r o c e s s  of d r a f t i n g  y o u n g  

m e n  in t o  m i l i t a r y  s e r v i c e .

In s o m e  c o u n t r i e s ,  c o n s c i e n t i o u s  o b j e c t i o n  is a minor- 

r i g h t ,  b u t  an e x c e p t i o n  th a t  s t i l l  c o n f i r m s  the u n i ­

v e r s a l  r e s p o n s i b i 1 i t y . T h e  f o r m a l  i n c o r p o r a t i o n  of



d i s s i d e n c e  in t h i s  w a y  e n s u r e s  t h e  l e g i t i m a t i o n  of t h e  

l a r g e r  dut y .  (Young, o p  c i t : l 0 2 )

P a c i f i s t s  h a v e  to a s k  w h e t h e r  in con-forming w i t h  a n y  

o-f t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  of a d r a f t  law, and e s p e c i a l l y  in 

r e n d e r i n g  c o n s c r i p t  s e r v i c e  r e g a r d e d  a s  of ' n a t i o n a l  

i m p o r t a n c e’ by a w a r - m a k i n g  s t a t e ,  t h e y  a r e  not h e l p ­

ing c o n s c r i p t i o n  to r u n  s m o o t h l y ,  h e l p i n g  t h u s  to 

f o r c e  c o n s c r i p t i o n  on m i l l i o n s  of y o u t h  a n d  t h u s  in 

t u r n  p r o m o t i n g  war. (US p a c i f i s t  A.J. M u s t e ,  in B a k e r ,  

op c i t : 1 3 6 - 1 3 7 )

In r e l a t i o n  to S o u t h  A f r i c a  t h e  a r g u m e n t  is p u t  m o r e  s t r o n g l y .  

S o m e  E u r o p e a n  o b j e c t o r  g r o u p s  m a i n t a i n  t h a t  "by c o - o p e r a t i n g  w i t h  

the a u t h o r i t i e s  in s t a t e  o r g a n i s e d  a l t e r n a t i v e  s e r v i c e  o n e  is 

p r o l o n g i n g  t h e  li f e  of a p a r t h e i d ” (Baker, o p  c i t : l 3 7 ) .

A l t h o u g h  tot a l  r e f u s a l  is a m i n o r i t y  t e n d e n c y  w i t h i n  t h e  i n t e r ­

n a t i o n a l  w a r  r e s i s t a n c e  m o v e m e n t  it h a s  b e e n  a s o u r c e  of s o m e  

t e n s i o n .  Its s u p p o r t e r s  s o m e t i m e s  p r e s e n t  t h e m s e l v e s  as t h e  

'radical e d g e ’ of t h e  m o v e m e n t  and r e g a r d  o b j e c t o r s  w h o  a c c e p t  

a l t e r n a t i v e  s e r v i c e  as ' s e c o n d - c l a s s  c i t i z e n s ’. T h e y  in t u r n  a r e  

a c c u s e d  of ' s e l f - r i g h t e o u s n e s s’ and ' i d e o l o g i c a l  p u r i t a n i s m ’, a n d  

of a d o p t i n g  a s t r a t e g y  t h a t  u n d e r m i n e s  p u b l i c  p e r c e p t i o n s  of 

o b j e c t o r s  ( i b i d : l 3 8 ,  1 4 0 - 1 4 1 ;  S o l o m o n ,  1986: 125).

The p o s i t i o n  d o e s  not a p p e a r  to h a v e  m u c h  s u p p o r t  a m o n g s t  o r d i ­

n a r y  c o n s c r i p t s  in E u r o p e .  F o r  e x a m p l e  45 t o t a l  r e f u s e r s  w e r e  

i m p r i s o n e d  in the F e d e r a l  R e p u b l i c  of G e r m a n y  b e t w e e n  1 9 7 5  a n d  

1983, c o m p a r e d  w i t h  n e a r l y  ha l f  a m i l l i o n  m e n  w h o  a p p l i e d  f o r



c o n s c i e n t i o u s  o b j e c t o r  s t a t u s  and a l t e r n a t i v e  s e r v i c e  (Baker, op 

c i t : 137),

In the U n i t e d  S t a t e s  a s m a l l  n u m b e r  o-f o b j e c t o r s  in t h e  1 9 5 0 ’s 

re-fused to d o  a l t e r n a t i v e  s e r v i c e  on t h e  g r o u n d s  t h a t  it w a s  not 

" s e r v i c e  -for h u m a n  -fraternity" (ibid). T o t a l  r e f u s a l  is c u r r e n t l y  

t h e  r e s p o n s e  o-f t h e  US a n t i - w a r  m o v e m e n t  to t h e  c o m p u l s o r y  r e g i s ­

t r a t i o n  o-f y o u n g  m e n  -for t h e  dra-ft. T h e  m o v e m e n t  a r g u e s  t h a t  t h e  

p r o c e s s  o-f a p p l y i n g  -for c o n s c i e n t i o u s  o b j e c t o r  s t a t u s  is s u c h  

that it m i l i t a t e s  a g a i n s t  t h e  b u i l d i n g  o-f a m a s s  m o v e m e n t  a r o u n d  

o b j e c t i o n ,  m a k i n g  tot a l  r e f u s a l  t h e  m o s t  s t r a t e g i c a l l y  v i a b l e  

call (Meyer, 1 9 8 6 : 2 3 1 ) .

In S o u t h  A f r i c a ,  J e h o v a h ’s W i t n e s s e s  a r e  t h e  o n l y  g r o u p  w i t h  a 

p r i n c i p l e d  s t a n d  of t o t a l  r e f u s a l .  S i n c e  t h e y  do not r e c o g n i s e  

the a u t h o r i t y  of t h e  s t a t e  t h e y  a r e  not p r e p a r e d  to do a l t e r n a ­

t i v e  s e r v i c e  ' v o l u n t a r i l y’. An a c c o m m o d a t i o n  h a s  b e e n  r e a c h e d  

w i t h  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  w h e r e b y  t h e y  p e r f o r m  t h i s  s e r v i c e  as ' p u n i s h ­

m e n t ’ i n s t e a d .  S i m i l a r  a r r a n g e m e n t s  h a v e  b e e n  m a d e  f o r  J e h o v a h ’s 

W i t n e s s e s  in s o m e  E u r o p e a n  c o u n t r i e s  (Baker, o p  c i t : 137).

Th e  a n t i - a p a r t h e i d  w a r  r e s i s t a n c e  m o v e m e n t  is not o p p o s e d  in 

p r i n c i p l e  to a s y s t e m  of c o m p u l s o r y  c i v i l i a n  s e r v i c e ,  p r o v i d e d  

the s e r v i c e  is not l i m i t e d  to a p a r t h e i d  s t r u c t u r e s .  G i v e n  t h e  

u r g e n t  d e v e l o p m e n t  n e e d s  of t h e  c o u n t r y ,  t h e  m o v e m e n t  w o u l d  

s u p p o r t  s u c h  a s y s t e m  u n d e r  a d e m o c r a t i c  s t a t e .

T h e  m o v e m e n t  a l s o  b e l i e v e s  t h a t  t h e  c a l l  f o r  a l t e r n a t i v e  s e r v i c e  

is a p p r o p r i a t e  f r o m  a s t r a t e g i c  p e r s p e c t i v e .  T h e  E C C ’s " W o r k i n g  

for a J u s t  P e a c e "  and " A l t e r n a t i v e  N a t i o n a l  S e r v i c e "  c a m p a i g n s



( C h a p t e r s  S a n d  10) h i g h l i g h t e d  the m e r i t s  o-f t h e  call: it is 

s e e n  by the w h i t e  c o m m u n i t y  as m o r e  c o n s t r u c t i v e  and a t t a i n a b l e  

th a n  the d e m a n d  to end c o n s c r i p t i o n ;  it u n d e r l i n e s  the m o v e m e n t ’s 

c o m m i t m e n t  to p e a c e  a n d  d e v e l o p m e n t  a n d  t h e  c o m m i t m e n t  o-f o b ­

j e c t o r s  to s e r v i n g  t h e i r  c o u n t r y ;  it t h e r e b y  c o u n t e r a c t s  s t a t e  

a t t e m p t s  to p o r t r a y  w a r  r e s i s t e r s  as ' n e g a t i v e’ and ' u n p a t r i ­

o t i c ’; a n d  it is v i e w e d  w i t h  e n t h u s i a s m  b y  t h e  b l a c k  c o m m u n i t y .

F u r t h e r m o r e , a s u b s t a n t i a l  n u m b e r  o-f c o n s c r i p t s  w o u l d  a c c e p t  a 

b r o a d  b a s e d  s y s t e m  o-f a l t e r n a t i v e  s e r v i c e  a s  a pre-ferable o p t i o n  

to m i l i t a r y  s e r v i c e ,  j a il, e x i l e  or d r a f t  e v a s i o n .  T h e  w a r  r e ­

s i s t a n c e  m o v e m e n t  w o u l d  a l i e n a t e  itsel-f -from t h e s e  p e o p l e  i-f it 

a d v o c a t e d  total r e f u s a l . W h i l e  i n d i v i d u a l  a c t i v i s t s  m i g h t  t a k e  

s u c h  a p o s i t i o n  in r e l a t i o n  to t h e i r  o w n  c a l l - u p s ,  t h e  m o v e m e n t  

as a w h o l e  is c o n v i n c e d  t h a t  it c o n s t i t u t e s  a g r e a t e r  c h a l l e n g e  

to a p a r t h e i d  by b e i n g  m a s s - b a s e d  t h a n  b y  a d o p t i n g  a h i g h l y  p r i n ­

c i p l e d  v a n g u a r d i s t  a p p r o a c h .

T h e r e  is no d o u b t  h o w e v e r  t h a t  a m o r e  l i b e r a l  a c c o m m o d a t i o n  o-f 

c o n s c i e n t i o u s  o b j e c t o r s  w o u l d  de-fuse the s t r u g g l e  a g a i n s t  c o n ­

s c r i p t i o n .  Y e t  t h e  l i k e l i h o o d  o-f any c h a n g e  in t h e  law d o e s  not 

d e p e n d  s o l e l y  on the s t a n c e  o-f the w a r  r e s i s t a n c e  m o v e m e n t .  T h e  

g o v e r n m e n t  is u n d e r  p r e s s u r e  to re-form t h e  l e g i s l a t i o n  on o b j e c ­

tion -from b u s i n e s s ,  the u n i v e r s i t i e s ,  t h e  c h u r c h e s  and t h e  l i b e r ­

al p a r l i a m e n t a r y  party. In t h i s  c o n t e x t  it m a k e s  p o l i t i c a l  s e n s e  

-for the w a r  r e s i s t a n c e  m o v e m e n t  to try to i n f l u e n c e  the d e b a t e  

a r o u n d  a l t e r n a t i v e  s e r v i c e  in a p r o g r e s s i v e  d i r e c t i o n .  A p o s i t i o n  

of total r e f u s a l  w o u l d  s i m p l y  s i d e l i n e  it f r o m  t h e  d e b a t e .



C H A P T E R  1: I N T R O D U C T I O N

(1) A d v o c a t e  D e n i s  K u n y  in t h e  tri a l  of A n d r e w  Z o n d o  ( S t a n

1 1 . 4 . 1 9 3 6 ) .

(2) F u n d a m e n t a l  d e v e l o p m e n t s  in t h e  a r e a  of m i l i t a r i s a t i o n  d u r i n g  

19 8 9  h a v e  m a d e  it n e c e s s a r y  to a d d  a p o s t s c r i p t  on t h e  

c u r r e n t  s t a t e  and f u t u r e  of w a r  r e s i s t a n c e  in S o u t h  A f r i c a .

(3) To j u s t i f y  and i l l u s t r a t e  t h i s  p o i n t  a c o m p a r i s o n  Qf I s r a e l i  

and S o u t h  A f r i c a n  c o n s c i e n t i o u s  o b j e c t o r s  is p r e s e n t e d  in 

A p p e n d  i x 1.

(4) T h e  ' i n t e r n a t i o n a l  w a r  r e s i s t a n c e  m o v e m e n t ’ is u s e d  h e r e  a n d  

t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  t h e s i s  to r e f e r  to t h e  ' f a m i l y’ of n a t i o n a l  

and i n t e r n a t i o n a l  o r g a n i s a t i o n s ,  b a s e d  p r e d o m i n a n t l y  in W e s t ­

e r n  E u r o p e  and N o r t h  A m e r i c a ,  th a t  f o c u s  e x c l u s i v e l y  or 

p a r t i a l l y  on i s s u e s  of m i l i t a r i s a t i o n ,  w a r  a n d  c o n s c i e n t i o u s  

o b j e c t i o n  f r o m  a r a d i c a l  p a c i f i s t  or l i b e r a l  p e r s p e c t i v e .  T h e  

o r g a n  i sat i o n s  a r e  g a t h e r e d  rnai n 1 y a r o u n d  t h e  W a r  Re s i  s t e r s  ’ 

I n t e r n a t i o n a l  (WRI), an i n t e r n a t i o n a l  f e d e r a t i o n  of c o n s c i e n ­

t i o u s  o b j e c t o r  g r o u p s ,  b u t  i n c l u d e  a l s o  t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  

P e a c e  B u r e a u ,  the Q u a k e r s  and t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  F e l l o w s h i p  of 

R e c o n c  i 1 i at i o n .

C h a p t e r s  8 - 1 0  d i s c u s s  f u r t h e r  t h e  WRI, its r e l a t i o n s h i p  to 

t h e  S o u t h  A f r i c a n  w a r  r e s i s t a n c e  m o v e m e n t  and the s i m i l a r i ­

ti e s  and d i f f e r e n c e s  b e t w e e n  the E C C  and a n t i - w a r  g r o u p s  in



o t h e r  c o u n t r i e s .

(5) T h e  s i m i l a r  -features of t h e  E C C  a n d  t h e  N S M ’s i n c l u d e  a 

c r e a t i v e  and d y n a m i c  s t y l e  of c a m p a i g n i n g ,  an o u t r e a c h  to a 

r a n g e  o-f d i f f e r e n t  c o n s t i t u e n c i e s ,  t h e  i n c o r p o r a t i o n  of d i ­

v e r s e  i d e o l o g i c a l  and c u l t u r a l  p e r s p e c t i v e s ,  an e m p h a s i s  on 

g r a s s r o o t s  p o l i t i c s ,  t h e  b u i l d i n g  of d e m o c r a t i c  s t r u c t u r e s  

and a ' s i n g l e  i s s u e’ p o l i t i c a l  f o c u s  (Cohen, 1 9 8 5 : 6 6 3 - 6 7 0 ) .

C H A P T E R  2: T H E  S A D F  IN S O U T H E R N  A F R I C A  A N D  N A M I B I A

(1) T h e s e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n s  i n c l u d e d  t h e  T u r n h a l l e  C o n f e r e n c e  

(1977), M u l t i - P a r t y  C o n f e r e n c e  (1983) and T r a n s i t i o n a l  

G o v e r n m e n t  of N a t i o n a l  U n i t y  (1985). T h e y  s h a r e d  a n u m b e r  of 

c o m m o n  f e a t u r e s :  t h e y  w e r e  all b a s e d  on e t h n i c i t y ,  t h e y  w e r e  

not d e m o c r a t i c a l l y  e l e c t e d ,  th e y  c o m p r i s e d  p o l i t i c i a n s  w i t h  

l i t t l e  or no c r e d i b i l i t y  and t h e y  r e m a i n e d  u n d e r  t h e  u l t i m a t e  

c o n t r o l  of S o u t h  A f r i c a .  A s  a r e s u l t  t h e y  w e r e  all s o u n d l y  

r e j e c t e d  by t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  c o m m u n i t y  and the m a j o r i t y  of 

N a m  i b i ans.

(2) T h e  S A D C C  s t a t e s  i n c l u d e  A n g o l a ,  L e s o t h o ,  M o z a m b i q u e ,  S w a z i ­

land, Z i m b a b w e ,  T a n z a n i a ,  B o t s w a n a ,  M a l a w i  and Z a m b i a .

(3) T h i s  a s s e s s m e n t  w a s  m a d e  p r i o r  to t h e  S A D F ’s 1 9 8 7 / 8  i n v a s i o n  

of A n g o l a ,  the m o s t  c o s t l y  of its o p e r a t i o n s  in t e r m s  of 

wh i te life.

(4) In a d d i t i o n  to t h e  S o u t h  A f r i c a n - A n g o 1 an p e a c e  a g r e e m e n t  

s i g n e d  in 1983, t h e  M P L A  and U n i t a  h a v e  a r r a n g e d  a c e a s e f i r e



in a n t i c i p a t i o n  o-f a n e g o t i a t e d  s e t t l e m e n t  and F r e l i m o  is 

a t t e m p t i n g  to d r a w  R e n a m e  in t o  a s i m i l a r  p r o c e s s .

C H A P T E R  3: T R O O P S  IN T H E  T O W N S H I P S ,  1 9 3 4 - 1 9 8 7

(1) T h e  S A D F ’s p r e d e c e s s o r ,  t h e  U n i o n  De-fence F o r c e  (U D F ) , w a s  

r e p e a t e d l y  u s e d  a g a i n s t  m i l i t a n t  s t r u g g l e s  in t h e  f i r s t  t w o  

d e c a d e s  a-fter U n i o n .  T h e  a r m y  b r u t a l l y  d e f e a t e d  s t r i k e s  by 

m a i n l y  w h i t e  w o r k e r s  in 1913, 1 9 1 4  and 1922, and h e l p e d  

s u p p r e s s  t h e  1914 r e b e l l i o n  of A f r i k a n e r  n a t i o n a l i s t s  (Lacey, 

1989).

In m o r e  r e c e n t  h i s t o r y  t r o o p s  w e r e  m o b i l i s e d  in 1961 a f t e r  

t h e  S h a r p e v i 1 le m a s s a c r e  a n d  in 1 9 7 6 / 7  d u r i n g  t h e  S o w e t o  

u p r i s i n g .  T h e  p r e v a i l i n g  D e f e n c e  Act p r o v i d e s  th a t  o n e  of t h e  

S A D F ’s f u n c t i o n s  is " s e r v i c e  in t h e  p r e v e n t i o n  or s u p p r e s s i o n  

of i n t e r n a l  d i s o r d e r  in t h e  R e p u b l i c "  (Act no. 44 of 1957, 

S e c t i o n  3 ( 2 ) (a)). S o l d i e r s  a r e  a l s o  r e g u l a r l y  e m p l o y e d  in 

w h a t  t h e  M i n i s t e r  of D e f e n c e  c a l l e d  " o r d i n a r y  c r i m e  p r e v e n ­

t i o n  o p e r a t i o n s "  (£a B £  l i m e s  1 9 . 5 . 1 9 3 4 ) .

(2) T h e  c h a p t e r  is b a s e d  on r e s e a r c h  d o n e  by the w r i t e r  (Nathan, 

1 9 8 9 a ) .

(3) A s u r v e y  c o n d u c t e d  b y  U n i v e r s i t y  of N a t a l  a c a d e m i c s  in 

L a m o n t v i l l e  t o w n s h i p  n e a r  D u r b a n  r e v e a l e d  s i m i l a r  r e s u l t s .  

9 0 %  of t h e  r e s i d e n t s  c a n v a s s e d  f e l t  t h a t  t h e  s e c u r i t y  f o r c e s  

d i d  not m a k e  t h e i r  a r e a  a n y  s a f e r  a n d  4 5 %  t h o u g h t  t h e y  i n ­

c r e a s e d  t h e  level of v i o l e n c e .  7 0 %  b e l i e v e d  the s e c u r i t y  

f o r c e s  w e r e  t h e r e  to r e p r e s s  c o m m u n i t y  o r g a n i s a t i o n s ,  c o m ­



pa r e d  w i t h  8 %  w h o  -felt t h e y  w e r e  t h e r e  to ' m a i n t a i n  law and 

o r d e r ’ ( Ea&£, ECC, M a y  1986).

(4) S e e  -for e x a m p l e  S o u t h e r n  A f r i c a n  C a t h o l i c  B i s h o p s ’ C o n f e r e n c e  

(1984 and 1987), L a w y e r s ’ C o m m i t t e e  for H u m a n  R i g h t s  (1986), 

B l a c k  S a s h  (1986) a n d  D e t a i n e e s ’ P a r e n t s  S u p p o r t  C o m m i t t e e

(1986).

(5) T h e  n e w  s t r a t e g y  w a s  c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  t h a t  e m p l o y e d  by r e ­

a c t i o n a r y  f o r c e s  in C e n t r a l  A m e r i c a ,  t h e  P h i l i p p i n e s  and 

S o u t h e r n  A f r i c a .  T h e  s e c u r i t y  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  in S o u t h  A f r i c a  

r e l i e d  p a r t i c u l a r l y  on the w r i t i n g s  of U S  C o l o n e l  J o h n  J. 

M c C u e n  (1966). S e e  f u r t h e r  S w i l l i n g  a n d  P h i l l i p s  ( 1 9 8 9 : 1 4 4 -  

148) and C h a p t e r  4.

C H A P T E R  4: T H E  M I L I T A R I S A T I O N  OF S O U T H  A F R I C A N  S O C I E T Y

(1) F r a n k e l  ( 1 9 8 4 : 1 8 - 2 8 )  s h o w s  h o w  t h e  m i l i t a r i s a t i o n  of S o u t h  

A f r  i c a n  soc i e t y  and g o v e r n m e n t  h a s  its r o o t s  in t h e  s o c i a l  

f o r m a t i o n  of the B o e r  R e p u b l i c s  in t h e  19 t h  c e n t u r y .  S e e  a l s o  

L a c e y  (1989).

(2) T h i s  d e f i n i t i o n  of m i l i t a r i s a t i o n  is d r a w n  f r o m  C o c k  ( 1 9 8 9 : 2 -  

4).

(3) S i n c e  t h i s  t h e s i s  w a s  w r i t t e n  F W  de K l e r k  h a s  r e p l a c e d  P W  

B o t h a  as S t a t e  P r e s i d e n t  and c o n s i d e r a b l y  r e d u c e d  t h e  m i l i ­

t a r y’s i n f l u e n c e  w i t h i n  t h e  s t a t e  (see P o s t s c r i p t ) .

(4) T h i s  s e c t i o n  and t h e  f o l l o w i n g  s e c t i o n s  on t h e  S t a t e  S e c u r i t y  

C o u n c i l  a n d  N a t i o n a l  S e c u r i t y  M a n a g e m e n t  S y s t e m  a r e  b a s e d



m a i n l y  on S w i l l i n g  a n d  P h i l l i p s  (1989), E v a n s  and P h i l l i p s  

(1988) and S e l f e  (1989).

(5) F o r  a m o r e  d e t a i l e d  s u r v e y  of t h e s e  t h e o r i e s ,  and in p a r t i c u ­

lar th a t  o-f the F r e n c h  m i l i t a r y  s t r a t e g i s t  A n d r e  B e a u f r e ,  s e e  

F r a n k e l  ( 1 9 8 4 : 4 6 - 7 0 ) .

(6) S e e  B o r a i n e  (1989) f o r  a c a s e  s t u d y  o-f t h e  W H A M  p r o g r a m m e  in 

M a m e 1od i .

(7) C i v i l  D e f e n c e  u n i t s  a r e  c o m p r i s e d  of c i v i l i a n  v o l u n t e e r s  

w h o s e  r o l e  is to h e l p  c o - o r d i n a t e  a n d  m a i n t a i n  e s s e n t i a l  

s e r v i c e s  in t i m e s  of p o l i t i c a l  and n a t u r a l  e m e r g e n c y .  T h e  

m i l i t a r y  o b j e c t i v e s  of t h e  s y s t e m  a r e  to r e l i e v e  t h e  p o l i c e  

and a r m y  of t h i s  r o l e  and p r o v i d e  a m e a n s  of m o b i l i s i n g  t h e  

c i v i l i a n  p o p u l a t i o n  in an S A D F  c o n t r o l l e d  n e t w o r k .  S e e  f u r ­

ther C a w t h r a  ( 1 9 8 6 : 1 3 5 - 1 3 7 ' ,

(8) T h e  A W B  is a n e o - N a z i  m o v e m e n t .  C e n t r a l  to its p o l i c y  is t h e  

c o n c e p t  of t h e  A f r i k a n e r  V Q l k  (p e o p 1e / n a t i o n ) g o v e r n i n g  t h e m ­

s e l v e s  in an a l l - w h i t e  s t a t e .  A s  p a r t  of its s t r a t e g y  to 

a t t a i n  p o w e r  and c r u s h  o p p o s i t i o n  t h e  A W B  h a s  e s t a b l i s h e d  a 

u n i f o r m e d  m i l i t a r y  c o r p s  a n d  a m o r e  b r o a d l y  b a s e d  'civil 

d e f e n c e ’ n e t w o r k .  It is l i k e l y  to b e  a p o w e r f u l  r e a c t i o n a r y  

f o r c e  in t h e  t r a n s i t i o n  to a d e m o c r a t i c  S o u t h  A f r i c a .  S e e  

f u r t h e r  H y s l o p  (1987).

C H A P T E R  5: T H E  S Y S T E M  OF C O N S C R I P T I O N

(1) T h i s  s e c t i o n  is b a s e d  m a i n l y  on F r a n k e l  ( 1 9 8 4 : 1 9 - 2 8 ) .



(2) In m a n y  r e s p e c t s  t h e  s y s t e m  of c o n s c r i p t i o n  in S o u t h  A f r i c a ,  

as o u t l i n e d  in t h e  text, is o n e  of t h e  m o s t  o n e r o u s  in t h e  

w o r l d  ( A p p e n d i x  2). S i n c e  t h i s  t h e s i s  w a s  c o m p l e t e d  h o w e v e r  

the l e n g t h  of m i l i t a r y  s e r v i c e  has b e e n  s u b s t a n t i a l l y  r e d u c e d  

(see P o s t s c r  i p t ).

(3) F o r  r e a s o n s  of ' s e c u r i t y’ t h e  S A D F  r e f u s e s  to p u b l i s h  f i g u r e s  

on t h e  s i z e  and c o m p o s i t i o n  of its f o r c e s .  E s t i m a t e s  of t h e s e  

f i g u r e s  v a r y  c o n s i d e r a b 1y . T h o s e  c i t e d  in t h e  t e x t  a r e  d r a w n  

f r o m  G r u n d y  (198 8 : 2 1 )  and C a w t h r a  ( 1 9 8 6 : 2 6 2 ) .

(4) T h e  S A D F  h a s  s e g r e g a t e d  u n i t s  for b l a c k  v o l u n t e e r s .  C o l o u r e d s  

s e r v e  in t h e  C a p e  C o r p s  and I n d i a n s  in t h e  naval u n i t  S A S  

J a l s e n a .  A f r i c a n s  a r e  a l l o c a t e d  to 21 B a t t a l i o n  in S o w e t o ,  a 

b a n t u s t a n  a r m y  or a r e g i o n a l  b a t t a l i o n  in a ' n o n - i n d e p e n d e n t’ 

b l a c k  h o m e l a n d .  S e e  f u r t h e r  G r u n d y  ( 1 983b), E v a n s  (1983b) and 

C o o p e r  ( 1989).

(5) T h e  ' p e a c e  c h u r c h e s ’ i n c l u d e  J e h o v a h ’s W i t n e s s e s ,  S e v e n t h  D a y  

A d v e n t i s t s ,  C h r i s t a d e 1p h i a n s  and o t h e r  s m a l l  r e l i g i o u s  g r o u p s  

w h o s e  t e n e t s  p r o h i b i t  t h e i r  m e m b e r s  f r o m  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  in a n y  

w a r .

(6) T h e s e  and the f o l l o w i n g  f i g u r e s  on t h e  B o a r d  for R e l i g i o u s  

O b j e c t i o n  w e r e  p r o v i d e d  by t h e  B o a r d ’s c u r r e n t  c h a i r p e r s o n ,  

Mr J u s t i c e  E d e l i n g  ( 1 9 8 9 : 7 - 7 ) .

(7) T h e  p o s i t i o n  of t h e  m a i n s t r e a m  C h r i s t i a n  d e n o m i n a t i o n s  on 

the q u e s t i o n  of p a r t i c i p a t i o n  in w a r  is b a s e d  on a s e l e c t i v e  

or 'just w a r ’ p e r s p e c t i v e  r a t h e r  t h a n  a u n i v e r s a l  or p a c i f i s t



a p p r o a c h .  T h e  'just w a r ’ p e r s p e c t i v e  w a s  -formulated in the 

4th c e n t u r y  and s u b s e q u e n t l y  d e v e l o p e d  by t h e o l o g i a n s  li k e  St 

A u g u s t i n e ,  St T h o m a s  A q u i n a s  and J o h n  C a l v i n .  It e s t a b l i s h e s  

a set o-f c r i t e r i a  by w h i c h  a p a r t i c u l a r  w a r  m a y  b e  j u d g e d  

' j u s t’ or ' u n j u s t’. S e e  -further S A C C  ( u n d a t e d : 8-12) a n d  W i n k ­

ler and N a t h a n  ( 1 9 8 9 : 3 2 8 ) .

C H A P T E R  6: T H E  D I L E M M A  O F  C O N S C R I P T I O N

(1) A s u r v e y  o-f a t t i t u d e s  to c o n s c r i p t i o n  w a s  r e c e n t l y  c o n d u c t e d  

by t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o-f t h e  W i t w a t e r  s r a n d  ’ s C e n t r e  -for P o l i c y  

S t u d i e s  (CPS). T h e  s u r v e y ,  as yet u n p u b l i s h e d ,  -found t h a t  5 9 %  

o-f w h i t e  m a l e  m a t r  i cu 1 a n t s  w e r e  l o o k i n g  -forward to N a t i o n a l  

S e r v i c e .  T h e  r e m a i n i n g  4 1 %  s a i d  t h a t  t h e y  w o u l d  s e r v e  in the 

a r m y  " o n l y  b e c a u s e  t h e  law s a y s  so" ( i n t e r v i e w  w i t h  C P S  

r e s e a r c h e r s ) .

(2) F o r  an a c c o u n t  of s u c h  a c a s e  s e e  A t  Eas.£, ECC, O c t o b e r  1 9 8 6  

and F e b r u a r y  1987.

(3) T h e s e  f i g u r e s  w e r e  p r o v i d e d  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t ’s C e n t r a l  S t a t i s ­

tic a l  S e r v i c e s  (CCS) ( W e e k l y  M a i l  2 7 . 4 . 1 9 8 7 ) .  T h e y  w e r e  

p r o b a b l y  an u n d e r e s t i m a t i o n  of t h e  e x o d u s .  F o r  e x a m p l e  C C S  

s t a t i s t i c s  s h o w  t h a t  f r o m  A p r i l  1 9 8 6  to A p r i l  1 9 3 7  n e a r l y  

5 0 0 0  S o u t h  A f r i c a n s  e m i g r a t e d  to t h e  U n i t e d  K i n g d o m .  T h e  

B r i t i s h  H o m e  O f f i c e  r e p o r t e d  that o v e r  t h e  s a m e  p e r i o d  19 0 0 0  

p e o p l e  w h o  had l i v e d  in S o u t h  A f r i c a  for m o r e  t h a n  a y e a r  

a r r i v e d  in B r i t a i n  i n t e n d i n g  to s t a y  f o r  m o r e  t h a n  a y e a r  

<£iai_ 1 . 7 . 1 9 8 7 ) .



(4) S e e  f o r  e x a m p l e  &J13U5 8 . 1 2 . 1 9 8 7 ,  £a£J£ l i m e s  8 . 1 1 . 1 9 8 9 ,  E i n a n -  

c i a l  B a i l  23. 1 2 . 1 9 8 8  a n d  1 0 . 1 1 . 1 9 8 9 ,  Star: 2 4 . 7 . 1 9 8 8  and 

1 0 . 6 . 1 9 8 9  and Einancfi W e e k l y  4 . 8 . 1 9 8 8 .

In 1 9 8 7  a U n i v e r s i t y  o-f C a p e  T o w n  f a c u l t y  d e a n  w o r k e d  o u t  

that 8 0 %  o-f the c h a r t e r e d  a c c o u n t a n t s  w h o  had q u a l i f i e d  f r o m  

his d e p a r t m e n t  o v e r  t h e  p r e v i o u s  t w e n t y  y e a r s  had e m i g r a t e d .  

T h e y  left p r i m a r i l y  b e c a u s e  of t h e  " w a s t e  of t h e i r  t i m e  and 

s k i l l s  w h e n  in t h e  a r m y  and b e c a u s e  of t h e  a r m y ’s r o l e  in t h e  

t o w n s h i p s "  ( P r o g r e s s i v e  F e d e r a l  P a r t y  M P  J a s p e r  W a l s h ,  E C C  

m e e t i n g ,  C a p e  Town, 1 0 . 1 2 . 1 9 8 7 ) .  A s u r v e y  c o n d u c t e d  at R h o d e s  

U n i v e r s i t y  in 1 9 8 7  r e v e a l e d  t h a t  5 0 %  of w h i t e  s t u d e n t s  w e r e  

c o n s i d e r i n g  l e a v i n g  S o u t h  A f r i c a  a f t e r  g r a d u a t i n g ;  5 6 %  of 

t h e s e  g a v e  c o n s c r i p t i o n  as a r e a s o n  (ibid).

C H A P T E R  7; E M E R G E N C E  A N D  G R O W T H  OF THE W A R  R E S I S T A N C E  M O V E M E N T .

(1) T h i s  c h a p t e r  is b a s e d  m a i n l y  on C I I R  (1982), S A  P r e s s c l i p  

S u p p l e m e n t  (1982) and E C C  (1935a).

(2) S o u t h  A f r i c a ’s p a r t i c i p a t i o n  in b o t h  W o r l d  W a r s  w a s  f i e r c e l y  

c o n t e s t e d  in the w h i t e  c o m m u n i t y .  A f r i k a n e r  n a t i o n a l i s t s  w e r e  

b i t t e r l y  o p p o s e d  to f i g h t i n g  a l o n g s i d e  t h e  B r i t i s h  a r m y  w h i c h  

had i n f l i c t e d  a h u m i l i a t i n g  d e f e a t  on t h e m  in t h e  A n g l o - B o e r  

W a r  (1898- 1902). T h e y  w e r e  a l s o  d e e p l y  u n h a p p y  a b o u t  

s u p p o r t i n g  t h e  U n i o n  g o v e r n m e n t  w h i c h  f a v o u r e d  the d e v e l o p ­

m e n t  of B r i t i s h  c a p i t a l  in the c o u n t r y  at t h e  e x p e n s e  of 

rural A f r i k a n e r  e c o n o m i c  i n t e r e s t s .



T h e  r e s p o n s e  of g o v e r n m e n t  w a s  to a v o i d  i n t r o d u c i n g  c o n s c r i p ­

tion a n d  to r e l y  i n s t e a d  on a v o l u n t e e r  army. M a n y  y o u n g  m e n  

w h o  w e r e  lat e r  to p l a y  k e y  r o l e s  in g o v e r n m e n t  or t h e  m i l i ­

ta r y  u n d e r  t h e  N a t i o n a l  P a r t y ,  l i k e  PW B o t h a  and D e f e n c e  

M i n i s t e r  Mai an, to o k  a d v a n t a g e  o-f t h i s  and re-fused to e n l i s t .

T h e  A f r i k a n e r  c h u r c h e s  s u p p o r t e d  t h e s e  a n d  o t h e r  a c t s  o-f w a r  

r e s i s t a n c e .  In c o m p l e t e  c o n t r a s t  to t h e i r  c u r r e n t  p o s i t i o n  

t h e y  a r g u e d  that i n d i v i d u a l s  h a v e  an o b e d i e n c e  to G o d  b e f o r e  

the s t a t e  a n d  t h e r e f o r e  h a v e  a r i g h t  to r e f u s e  to p a r t i c i p a t e  

in p a r t i c u l a r  wars.

S e e  f u r t h e r  M c I n t o s h  (1980), S a a y m a n  (1980), D u r a n d  a n d  S m i t

(1987) and L a c e y  ( 1 9 8 9 : 3 5 - 3 9 ) .

(3) T h e  m a i n s t r e a m  E n g l i s h - l a n g u a g e  c h u r c h e s  i n c l u d e  t h e  C a t h o ­

lic, A n g l i c a n ,  P r e s b y t a r i a n , C o n g r e g a t i o n a l  and M e t h o d i s t  

c h u r c h e s .  T h e  l e a d e r s h i p  of t h e s e  c h u r c h e s  is p r e d o m i n a n t l y  

w h i t e  and t h e i r  m e m b e r s h i p  8 0 %  b l a c k .  All a r e  m e m b e r s  of t h e  

S o u t h  A f r i c a n  C o u n c i l  of C h u r c h e s .

(4) T h e  C o n s c r i p t i o n  A d v i c e  S e r v i c e  (CAS) r e m a i n s  a c t i v e  t h r o u g h ­

out t h e  c o u n t r y .  I t s  r o l e  is to p r o v i d e  c o n s c r i p t s  w i t h  

i n f o r m a t i o n  a b o u t  m i l i t a r y  s e r v i c e  and t h e  a l t e r n a t i v e s  and 

to h e l p  t h e m  m a k e  i n f o r m e d  d e c i s i o n s  a b o u t  their- c a l l - u p s .  

C A S  w o r k e r s  e m p l o y  ' n o n - d i r e c t i v e’ c o u n s e l l i n g  m e t h o d s  and if 

n e c e s s a r y  r e f e r  t h e  c o n s c r i p t  to a p r i e s t ,  p s y c h o  1ogi st or 

l a w y e r  f a m i l i a r  w i t h  t h e  issues.



C H A P T E R  8: T H E  P O L I C Y ,  C H A R A C T E R  A N D  C A M P A I G N S  OF T H E  ECC, 1 9 8 4 - 6

(1) T h i s  s e c t i o n  and t h e  f o l l o w i n g  t w o  s e c t i o n s  a r e  b a s e d  on 

i n t e r n a l  and p u b l i c  E C C  d o c u m e n t s .

(2) T h i s  p o s i t i o n  o-f t h e  E C C  d i f f e r e d  f r o m  t h a t  of m a n y  a n t i - w a r  

g r o u p s  in o t h e r  c o u n t r i e s .  S e e  for e x a m p l e  F e l k e r  ( 1 9 8 6 : 2 3 6 )  

on ' c o u n t e r—rec r u i  trnent ’ and ant i - d r a f t  regi s t r a t  i on p r o ­

g r a m m e s  in t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s ,  F i e l d  ( 1 9 8 6 : 2 4 9 )  on t h e  s t a n d  

of t h e  C o m m i t t e e  on S o u t h  A f r i c a n  W a r  R e s i s t a n c e  ( C o s a w r ) , 

v a r i o u s  p a m p h l e t s  i s s u e d  by t h e  G e r m a n  P e a c e  S o c i e t y - U n i t e d  

W a r  R e s i s t e r s  ( D F G - V K ) , and t h e  a p p r o a c h  of Y e s h  Gvul ( " T h e r e  

is a l i m i t " )’ in I s r a e l  ( A p p e n d i x  1).

(3) T h e  m a s s  d e m o c r a t i c  m o v e m e n t  is a b r o a d  a l l i a n c e  of i n t e r n a l  

a n t i - a p a r t h e i d  f o r c e s  c o m m i t t e d  to a 'n o n - r a c i a l , d e m o c r a t i c  

a n d  u n i t e d  S o u t h  A f r i c a ’. It is c o m p r i s e d  of t h e  U n i t e d  

D e m o c r a t i c  F r o n t  and t h e  C o n g r e s s  of S o u t h  A f r i c a n  T r a d e  

U n i o n s .  S e e  f u r t h e r  C h a p t e r  1.

(4) In t h i s  r e s p e c t  t o o  t h e  E C C ’s p o s i t i o n  d i f f e r e d  f r o m  t h a t  of 

m a n y  a n t i - w a r  g r o u p s  in o t h e r  c o u n t r i e s .  F o r  e x a m p l e  t h e  War 

R e s i s t e r s ’ I n t e r n a t i o n a l  (WRI), an i n t e r n a t i o n a l  f e d e r a t i o n  

of c o n s c i e n t i o u s  o b j e c t o r  g r o u p s ,  h a s  a p r i n c i p l e d  or u n i ­

v e r s a l  o p p o s i t i o n  to c o n s c r i p t i o n  f r o m  a r a d i c a l  p a c i f i s t  

p e r s p e c t i v e  (Solomon, 1 9 8 6 : 1 2 2 - 1 2 6 ) .

(5) N a t i o n a l  a f f i l i a t e s  of t h e  E C C  i n c l u d e d  t h e  N a t i o n a l  U n i o n  of 

S o u t h  A f r i c a n  S t u d e n t s ,  the B l a c k  Sas h ,  t h e  P r o g r e s s i v e  F e d ­

eral P a r t y  Yout h ,  t h e  C o n s c i e n t i o u s  O b j e c t o r  S u p p o r t  G r o u p ,



the C a t h o l i c  J u s t i c e  arid P e a c e  G r o u p ,  t h e  N a t i o n a l  E d u c a t i o n  

Un ion o-f S o u t h  Af r i c a  a n d  the M e t h o d  i st C h r i s t i a n  C i t i z e n s h i p  

D e p a r t m e n t .  R e g i o n a l  member- o r g a n i s a t i o n s  i n c l u d e d  t h e  Q u a ­

kers, W o m e n ’s M o v e m e n t  -for- P e a c e ,  J e w s  -for- J u s t i c e ,  t h e  

A n g l i c a n  B o a r d  -for S o c i a l  R e s p o n s i b i l i t y ,  D i a k o n i a ,  t h e  J o ­

h a n n e s b u r g  D e m o c r a t i c  A c t i o n  C o m m i t t e e  and o t h e r  w h i t e  

a f f i l i a t e s  o-f the U n i t e d  D e m o c r a t i c  F r o n t .

(6) T h e  E C C  b r a n c h e s  w e r e  r e p r e s e n t e d  on a N a t i o n a l  C o m m i t t e e  

that m e t  s i x  t i m e s  a year- to c o - o r d i n a t e  c a m p a i g n s  a n d  

r e g i o n a l  p o l i c i e s .  N a t i o n a l  p o l i c y  w a s  m a d e  at b i - a n n u a l  c o n ­

f e r e n c e s  o p e n  to all m e m b e r s .  T h e r e  w a s  a n a t i o n a l  o f f i c e  in 

J o h a n n e s b u r g  and local o f f i c e s  in C a p e  Town, P i e t e r m a r i t z b u r g  

and D u r b a n .  In 1 9 8 7  t h e  E C C ’s f u l l - t i m e  n a t i o n a l  w o r k e r s  

i n c l u d e d  t w o  o r g a n i s e r s ,  a s e c r e t a r y  a n d  a t r e a s u r e r .

(7) T h e s e  d e m a n d s  a r e  e s s e n t i a l l y  t h e  s a m e  a s  t h o s e  m a d e  b y  t h e  

i n t e r n a t i o n a l  w a r  r e s i s t a n c e  m o v e m e n t  a n d  m o s t  n a t i o n a l  c o n ­

s c i e n t i o u s  o b j e c t o r  g r o u p s  (Baker, 1 9 8 6 : 1 2 7 - 1 4 1 ) .

In a d d i t i o n ,  o b j e c t o r  g r o u p s  in E u r o p e  a r e  c u r r e n t l y  p r e s s i n g  

for a l t e r n a t i v e  s e r v i c e  to be m a d e  a v a i l a b l e  in t h e  f o r m  of 

i n t e r n a t i o n a l  p e a c e  a n d  d e v e l o p m e n t  work. T h e  u n d e r l y i n g  

p r i n c i p l e  is th a t  t h e  n a t u r e  of c i v i l i a n  n a t i o n a l  s e r v i c e  

s h o u l d  b e  c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  the c o m m i t m e n t  to ' i n t e r n a t i o n a l  

p e a c e  and c o - o p e r a t i o n’ t h a t  is p a r t  of t h e  m o t i v a t i o n  of 

m o s t  o b j e c t o r s  in r e f u s i n g  to do m i l i t a r y  s e r v i c e  ( i b i d : 129; 

M c C o r m i c k ,  1 9 8 6 : 1 8 3 - 1 8 7 ) .

T h e r e  is not h o w e v e r  u n a n i m o u s  s u p p o r t  f o r  a l t e r n a t i v e  s e r ­



v i c e  w i t h i n  t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  m o v e m e n t .  A m i n o r i t y  p o s i t i o n ,  

r e f e r r e d  to as 'total r e f u s a l ’, o p p o s e s  b o t h  m i l i t a r y  and 

c i v i l i a n  f o r m s  of c o m p u l s o r y  s e r v i c e .  T h i s  p o s i t i o n  a n d  its 

r e l e v a n c e  to the s i t u a t i o n  in S o u t h  A f r i c a  a r e  d i s c u s s e d  in 

A p p e n d i x  8.

C H A P T E R  9: T H E  B R O A D E N I N G  O F  T H E  W A R  R E S I S T A N C E  M O V E M E N T

(1) In 1 9 7 8  t h e  UN G e n e r a l  A s s e m b l y  u n a n i m o u s l y  c a l l e d  on its 

m e m b e r  s t a t e s  to " g r a n t  a s y l u m  or s a f e  t r a n s i t  to p e r s o n s  

c o m p e l l e d  to l e a v e  t h e i r  c o u n t r y  of n a t i o n a l i t y  s o l e l y  b e ­

c a u s e  of a c o n s c i e n t i o u s  o b j e c t i o n  to a s s i s t i n g  in t h e  e n ­

f o r c e m e n t  of a p a r t h e i d  t h r o u g h  s e r v i c e  in m i l i t a r y  or p o l i c e  

f o r c e s "  ( R e s o l u t i o n  3 3 / 1 6 5 ) .  In 1 9 8 0  t h e  A s s e m b l y  w e n t  f u r ­

t h e r  and c a l l e d  on "t h e  y o u t h  of S o u t h  A f r i c a  to r e f r a i n  f r o m  

e n l i s t i n g  in the S o u t h  A f r i c a n  a r m e d  f o r c e s "  ( R e s o l u t i o n  

3 5 / 2 0 6 B ). (Field, 1 9 8 6 : 2 4 8 - 2 4 9 )

C H A P T E R  10: T H E  E C C  U N D E R  T H E  S T A T E  OF E M E R G E N C Y

(1) It e m e r g e d  in a c o u r t  c a s e  a y e a r  l a t e r  th a t  the S A D F  had in 

f a c t  b e e n  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h i s  a c t i o n  (S.lan 1 5 . 1 0 . 1 9 8 8 ) .  T h e  

M i n i s t e r s  of D e f e n c e  a n d  L a w  and O r d e r  d e n i e d  a n y  k n o w l e d g e  

of it at t h e  time.

(2) S o m e  p o l i t i c a l  c o m m e n t a t o r s  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h i s  f i g u r e  is a 

c o n s i d e r a b l e  u n d e r e s t i m a t i o n  of t h e  total n u m b e r  of d e a t h s .  

T h e  S A D F  did not i n c l u d e  in it t h e  n u m b e r  of s o l d i e r s  w h o  

d i e d  as a r e s u l t  of ' a c c i d e n t’ or d i s e a s e  in the ' o p e r a t i o n a l



a r e a ’, nor did t h e  m i l i t a r y  a n n o u n c e  t h e  d e a t h  o-f a n y  b l a c k  

t r o o p  or m e m b e r  o-f its s p e c i a l  p a r a c h u t e  and r e c o n n a i s s a n c e  

b a t t a l i o n s  (Gavin E v a n s  in W e e k l y  tlall 2 9 . 4 . 1 9 8 8 ) .

(3) S e e  R a u c h  (1989) f o r  a d e s c r i p t i o n  of t h e  m o t i v a t i o n  and 

s o c i a l  b a c k g r o u n d  of t h e s e  o b j e c t o r s .

C H A P T E R  11: A N  A S S E S S M E N T  O F  E C C  A N D  T H E  W A R  R E S I S T A N C E  M O V E M E N T

(1) T h e  E C C ’s e f f o r t s  to t r a n s c e n d  t h e  d o c t r i n a i r e  c h a u v i n i s m  of 

the ' w h i t e  l e f t’ a r e  m i r r o r e d  in d e v e l o p m e n t s  w i t h i n  t h e  

peace, f e m i n i s t  a n d  e c o l o g i c a l  'new s o c i a l  m o v e m e n t s ’. T h e s e  

m o v e m e n t s  h a v e  r e p l a c e d  t h e  c e n t r a l i s e d  s t r u c t u r e s  a n d  " r e v o ­

l u t i o n a r y  M a r x i s t  p o l i t i c a l  c u l t u r e "  of t h e  Old and N e w  L e f t s  

w i t h  d e m o c r a t i c  a s s o c i a t i o n s ,  a f o c u s  on g r a s s  r o o t s  p o l i t i c s  

a n d  a w i l l i n g n e s s  to d e b a t e  and i n c o r p o r a t e  d i v e r s e  i d e o l o g i ­

cal a n d  c u l t u r a l  p e r s p e c t i v e s  (Cohen, 1 9 8 5 : 6 6 3 - 6 7 0 ) .

(2) B e c a u s e  w a r  r e s i s t a n c e  i n h e r e n t l y  c h a l l e n g e s  the l e g i t i m a c y  

of t h e  s t ate, w a r  r e s i s t e r s  and c o n s c i e n t i o u s  o b j e c t o r s  h a v e  

h i s t o r i c a l l y  e x p e r i e n c e d  s o m e  f o r m  of s t a t e  h a r a s s m e n t  in 

v i r t u a l l y  e v e r y  c o u n t r y  t h e y  h a v e  t a k e n  a s t a n d .  T h e y  h a v e  

b e e n  s u b j e c t e d  to s m e a r s  on t h e i r  p e r s o n a l  i n t e g r i t y ,  t o r ­

t u r e d  and p h y s i c a l l y  a s s a u l t e d ,  i m p r i s o n e d ,  f o r c e d  in t o  

e x ile, c o n f i n e d  in l a b o u r  c a m p s  and p s y c h i a t r i c  h o s p i t a l s ,  

and s o m e t i m e s  k i l l e d .

In W o r l d  W a r  I f o r  e x a m p l e  m a n y  o b j e c t o r s  s e r v e d  p r i s o n  

s e n t e n c e s  of u p  to ten y e a r s ,  w h i l e  o t h e r s  w e r e  f o r c e d  in t o  

u n i f o r m  and t a k e n  to t h e  f r o n t l i n e  u n d e r  s e n t e n c e  of d e a t h



(Solomon, 1 9 8 6 : 1 2 3 ) .  U S  P r e s i d e n t  T h e o d o r e  R o o s e v e l t  r e m a r k e d  

d u r i n g  the war t h a t  he w o u l d  not s h o o t  o b j e c t o r s  b u t  w o u l d  

t a k e  t h e m  to a p l a c e  w h e r e  t h e y  c o u l d  be s h o t  (Baker, 

1 9 8 6 : 1 2 3 ) .  In 1 9 8 8  I r a n i a n  dra-ft r e s i s t e r s  w e r e  r e p o r t e d l y  

se n t  to t h e  b a t t l e  -front and u s e d  as h u m a n  m i n e  d e t e c t o r s  

(War R e s i s t e r s ’ I n t e r n a t i o n a l ,  1 9 3 8 : 6 ) .

Th e  r e p r e s s i o n  c u r r e n t l y  e x p e r i e n c e d  b y  o b j e c t o r s  a n d  w a r  

r e s i s t e r s  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  w o r l d  is r e c o r d e d  in A m n e s t y  I n t e r ­

n a t i o n a l  r e p o r t s  a n d  t h e  W a r  R e s i s t e r s ’ I n t e r n a t i o n a l’s 

a n n u a l  ' P r i s o n e r s’ H o n o u r  R o l l ’ (see -for e x a m p l e  A m n e s t y  

I n t e r n a t i o n a l ,  1 9 8 8  a n d  W a r  R e s i s t e r s ’ I n t e r n a t i o n a l ,  op 

c i t ) .
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