
12 MONTHS AFTER COALBROOK
Four Commissions -  But No

Resuits Yet
'T ’HIS JANUARY IT WILL BE ONE YEAR SINCE 435 MINERS DIED IN THE COALBROOK MINE 
^  DISASTER. THIS ARTICLE ASKS SOME SEARCHING QUESTIONS. FOUR GOVERNMENT 

COMMISSIONERS WERE APPOINTED. THE JUDICIAI. COMMISSION HAS STILL NOT PUBLISHED 
ITS REPORT. THE STATUTORY COMMISSION FOUND THAT THE DISASTER WAS DUE TO THE 
NEGLIGENCE OF THE MINE MANAGEMENT. TO THIS DAY THERE HAS BEEN NO PROSECU
TION IN THE COURTS. WHY THE LONG DELAYS?

Suffocated by methane gas and 
crushed to death by rockfall 500 ft. 
underground, was the ghastly fate 
of 435 — 429 Africans and six 
Whites — miners at the Coalbrook 
colliery on January 21, 1960.

Dramatic rescue operations were 
carried out and for two weeks the 
relatives, officials and the whole 
country waited in suspense while 
hopes were raised, and fell, and 
finally abandoned when, on Feb
ruary 5, the Prime Minister an
nounced in Parliament that “all 
hope must be abandoned.”

THE RESCUE ATTEMPTS
As soon as it was realised that 

the men could not be rescued by 
clearing the shafts because of quan
tities of gas and continued rock- 
falls, the management decided to 
attempt to reach them by means of 
a borehole. Iscor supplied a IS^in. 
drill and bits were flown from the 
USA. It was calculated’ that the 
drill could advance 5 | feet per hour, 
and when eventually the men were 
reached, air, water, food and medi
cines could be supplied to keep 
them going while other plans were 
made to get them out. But the drill 
failed to proceed according to 
schedule and it was twelve days 
before it reached 515 feet down. It 
was then reported that “there was

no sign of life.”
A TV camera and a special Iscor 

8 mm camera were lowered but the 
day is still to come when the public 
will know what they revealiil for 
the management “refused to make 
a statement.”

A second borehole was started 
half-a-mile away in a mealie field, 
the object being to descend 500 
feet and then excavate horizontally 
until the men were reached. “The 
bodies will be brought up, whatever 
the cost,” stated Mr. Nel, the Sec
retary for Mines, on the 26th Feb. 
But on the 9th March, it was offi
cially announced that the mine 
would keep its dead as further ex
cavations were dangerous due to 
gas.

SPIRITUALIST SEER
Yet a third borehole was con

templated on the 10th Feb. when 
a spiritualist from Springs stated 
that he “saw” the place where three 
white and seven Africans lay, still 
alive. So influential is the MWU 
that on a phone call from one of 
the White miners’ widows to Ellis, 
General Secretary of the MWU, re
questing that a borehole be drilled 
at this spot, Ellis was able to get the 
Minister of Mines to instruct the 
Company to “put the drill down 
where the women want it.”

U  P  M Y  A L L E Y
VjUELL, it’s come and gone, 
^  everything bar the hangovers. 

Here on the southern tip of South 
Africa everybody has been on 
their tip-toes and craning their 
necks to see the traditional coon 
parade this past Tweede Nuwe- 
jaar. The colours might have been 
different, but the rest of it was 
the same. The songs you heard 
all year on the radio. But I guess 
gaiety and fun will always go on, 
and be enjoyed over and over

By ALEX 

LA GUMA

again, even if it is just a repeti
tion of the last time.

Vive la joy!
And at the risk of being a spoil

sport I will dare to say this: that 
the cultural level of the masses of 
poor and so-called backward 
Coloured folk expressed in the 
traditional coon carnival will not 
rise until they themselves rise 
economically and politically.

When people have the oppor
tunity to achieve economic and 
political heights, their cultural 
appreciation rises too.

•  Therefore let us look for
ward to greater struggle to reach 
these heights — and so have better 
carnivals. What?

AT the same time let us admire 
the Malay community for 

having, over many, many years, 
succeeded in preserving all their 
folk songs and liedtjies.
¥  AST week I wrote that there 
^  are thousands in this country 
who did not, and hardly ever do, 
have a chance to celebrate a Merry 
Christmas. The same applies to 
millions in the rest of the conti
nent, too.

But this past Christmas the 
Belgian workers gave up their own 
Christmas dinners in favour of 
the class-struggle against economic 
exploitation. Ihis is the true spirit 
of the working-class.

#  No sacrifice is too great — 
not even Christmas.
¥  SEE In the Government Gazette 
^  that the Bantu Authorities can 
now' even issue licences for dogs.
AND 1 see that Uncle Dag will 

be coming to this here coun
try at last. We’re not surprised 
that it's going to turn out to be 
a guided tour. See only the right 
people, and that includes “hand- 
picked” Coloureds.

•  Snapped my better half when 
she read about it: **Here I’ve been 
waiting for him since the emer
gency to give him a bit of my 
mind — and it looks like I won’t 
get a chance.”
¥ ¥ IT  song of the season in 

Havana, C'uba, was sung to 
the tune Jingle Bells: Con 
E'idel, con ETdel, todos con Fidel. 
(W ith Fidel, with Fidel, everybody 
with Fidel.)

Hit song in Mississippi, USA, 
was, “Nigger-lover, nigger-lover, 
nigger-lover, Jew, we don’t like 
niggers and we don’t like you.”

It too was abandoned when the 
Government Engineer explained to 
the women that the “Seer’s” spot 
was 1,100 feet away from the place 
where the accident took place and 
over solid rock.

HEROIC ATTEMPTS
The rescue attempts were stupen

dous, heroic and there was no praise 
high enough for those who took 
part. Mr. Dalling, Government 
Mining Inspector praised the tech
nicians and the proto teams but, 
he said, “the boreholes were all a 
waste of time, the results would 
have been the same wherever they 
were put down,” and called the 
rescue attempts a “big bungle.” Mr. 
Lorimer, a Manager, said, in evi
dence, that the “435 werkers het 
nie veel kans gehad nie. Uitlating 
was nie ernstig bedoel nie.”

Nevertheless, the rescue attempts 
were necessary to placate the public 
whose opinion might have been out
raged if nothing had been done 
and the full extent of the loss of 
life realised at the outset.

A relative of one of the entombed African miners collapses at the
pithead*

No less than four inquiries were 
appointed to investigate this greatest 
mine disaster the country has ever 
known.

INQUIRY No. 1
The Mines & Works Act, No. 27 

of 1956, section 5 provides that:— 
Where any accident causing death 

or grievous bodily harm to any 
person occurs at a mine or

works, an inspector of mines, 
machinery or explosives shall 
hold an inquiry into the cause 
of the accident, and where any 
other accident occurs at the 
mine or works, such an inspec
tor may hold such inquiry.

Where in the opinion of the 
Government Mining Engineer 

(continued on page 8)

THE COMPENSATION SCANDAL
Pensions Needed — Not Lump Sums

The Coalbrook mine tragedy 
brought messages of support and 
sympathy from all comers of South 
Africa and from all over the world, 
and many of them took the form

donations for the families of the 
dead miners. A number of funds 
were started. Money came from the 
gold-rich Chamber of Mines and 
from poor African workers from 
brickfields, in industry and down 
mines.

An investigation into the amounts 
received by the families of the 
Coalbrook victims from the several 
funds set up shows two things:

1. That in South Africa apart
heid continues to operate even after 
death in a common grave; for the 
families of the White miners got 
far more than the families of the 
African miners, and only the White 
dependants are looked after by long
term pension funds.

2. That even the Coalbrook mine 
scandal has failed to shake the 
Government into amending provi
sions for compensation so that 
Africans too can get pensions in
stead of lump sum payments. Again, 
it is 12 months after the Coalbrook 
tragedy, ond rotten labour legisla
tion resting on the colour bar re
mains unchanged.

FUNDS FOR THE MINERS’ 
FAMILIES

In the mine accident six White 
miners died, two African miners 
from the Union, 210 recruits from 
Portuguese East Africa, and 224 re
cruits from Basutoland.

Normally families of African 
miners killed at work get a lump 
sum compensation payment, worked 
out by mines’ insurance funds on 
the basis of the miner’s basic pay 
rate over three years and the 
number of his dependants. Only 
White dependants get pension pay
ments.

NOT AUTOMATIC FOR 
AFRICANS

Under the Workmen’s Compen

sation Act, the White widow is en
titled to a pension for as long as 
she lives: the African widow is not. 
She gets a lump sum only.

The White widow’s pension varies 
according to the number of children 
she may have. The White relatives 
get the pension automatically pro
vided they can prove kinship. When 
it comes to African lump-sum pay
ments, the Commissioner of Bantu 
Affairs has the power to decide 
whether the claimant for benefit 
was really dependent or not on the 
deceased’s wages.

Ironically, the families of men 
killed in the Coalbrook tragedy are 
far better off than the dependants 
of victims of other mine disasters. 
This is because the magnitude of 
the Coalbrook tragedy shocked the 
public and large concerns in South 
Africa into setting up special relief 
funds.

SPECIAL FUNDS
The gold-rich Chamber of Mines 

paid out a special amount of £25,000 
after Coalbrook.

Stock exchanges made lump dona
tions, as did the Natal Colliery 
Owners and African Explosives; and 
Mayors’ Relief Funds were set up 
in Cape Town, Port Elizabeth and 
Pretoria.

Most of these funds combined 
and became the government-con- 
trolled Governor-General’s National 
Mine Disaster Fund. Although in 
Johannesburg the Rand Daily Mail 
Fund remained independent and 
organised its own distribution of 
the £26,000 collected.

FOR FUTURE USE
Under pressure from the White 

Mineworkers’ Union the Govern
ment announced that the Governor- 
General’s Fund to co-ordinate the 
existing relief funds would not be 
for the Coalbrook victims only but 
would be used in future for the 
“dependants and victims of other 
disasters in the Union.” African 
miners have no direct representation 
on this fund. Mr. Ellis, secretary of

the white miner’s union, was nomi
nated to the fund committee by the 
Government.

On June 24 the fund stood at 
£55,CK)0. 'To this fund the Union 
Government paid over a total 
amount of £25,{XX) “for use in con
nection with the Clydesdale disaster 
as well as for future mine disaster 
which may arouse general public 
sympathy.”
PENSIONS FOR WHITES ONLY

Immediately after the accident the 
mine continued to pay the White 
widows the full salaries of their 
men, and they were allowed to go 
on living in their mine houses.

These families got their work
men’s compensation fund pensions, 
as well as awards from the Wit- 
watersrand Gold Mine Employees’ 
Provident Fund, the Mine Employ
ees’ Pension Fund and the Mine 
Workers’ Union. The Governor- 
General’s Mine Disaster Fund took 
a resolution to augment the work
men’s compensation payable to the 
White dependants “until such time 
as the widow re-marries, and to the 
children for as long as they are 
dependent.” THUS ONLY THE 
WHITE FAMILIES ARE ON 
PENSION.

SMALL COMPENSATION
The African dependants get lump 

payments when the families were 
traced, and in many instances this 
took some considerable time.

The Basutoland authorities have 
managed to trace all but 12 of the 
miners’ dependants.

The total compensation paid to 
the Basuto miners by the Rand 
Mutual and Insurance Company is 
£41,745 2s. 9d. This means that the 
average amount of compensation 
paid out from mine insurance funds 
has been £192.

In the case of these Coalbrook 
victims this lump sum was swelled 
by special donations, like the 
£10,000 from the British Govern
ment, £10,000 from the Chamber of 

(continued on page 8)



U.S. BLAMED FOR LAOS WAR
r p i lE  armed forces and people 

of Laos have been urged to 
rally around the lawful Govern
ment of Souvanna Phouma, carry 
on the war of resistance unflinch
ingly, develop guerilla warfare and 
ambush, annihilate and finally de
feat the enemy forces.

This appeal was made by the 
radio of the Pathet Lao fighting 
units allied_to Royalist troops who 
are engag"cd in fierce fighting 
against the U.S.-Thailand-backed 
rightwing group which staged a 
coup against the neutralist I^otian 
Government.

The heroism demonstrated by 
the garrison and people of Vien
tiane, reported to have been taken 
by the rightists, was a shining ex
ample for all Laotian people, the 
radio declared. It had given full 
expression to the patriotism of the 
Laotian people who would rather 
die than be the slaves of U.S. im
perialism.

AGGRESSORS
It also noted that the U.S. and

Thai aggressors were sending more 
troops, arms and ammunition to 
Laos in preparation for a sustained 
offensive against the legal Laotian 
Government forces in an attempt 
to control the country.

The Government of the Viet
nam Democratic Republic, a 
neighbour of Laos, warned “U.S. 
imperialism and its followers im
mediately to end their aggression 
on the Kingdom of Laos, and re
nounce their plots for military 
gambles”.

U.S. RESPONSIBLE
The U.S. Government must be 

held fully resj>onsible, the Vietnam 
Government said, and pointed out 
that the U.S. were in actual fact 
taking part directly in the mili
tary operations of the Phoumi 
Nosavan-Boun Oum Na Champas- 
sak clique against the legal govern
ment of Laos which had been en
gaged in implementing a policy of 
peace and neutrality, enunciated 
by Prince Souvanna Phouma.

African Presidents Meet in
Guinea

President Modibo Keita of the Republic of Mali and President Nkru- 
mah of Ghana arrived in Conakry, Guinea, last week by special plane 
from Bamako and Accra respectively.

They were warmly welcomed at 
the airport by President Sekou 
Toure and Daillo Saifoulaye, Presi
dent of the Guinea National As
sembly, as well as members of the 
Guinean Democratic Party’s Politi
cal Bureau, Cabinet Ministers and 
members of the National Assembly.

According to information broad
cast by Guinea Radio, Keita and 
Nkrumah came to Guinea for talks 
with Sekou Toure on problems of 
the Congo, Algeria and the anti
imperialist struggle and the situation 
in the whole of Africa.

The Chinese ambassador to Guinea 
was among those diplomatic envoys 
welcoming the visiting presidents. 
Tens of thousands of inhabitants 
lined the flag-decorated streets to 
greet the guests. They shouted 
slogans: “Victory to Africa’s fight

Dollars in Africa
fT>HE United States private 

and official investments in 
Africa total 2,000 million dol
lars, about twenty times the 
figure before World War II, 
In the last few years American 
“aid” to the African countries 
averaged more than 100,000,000 
dollars a year. Average profit 
of America investments in 
Africa is about 30% higher 
than in other areas.

The new bosses of the 
American administration, not 
being satisfied with the result 
of the economic conquest in 
the past year, are talking abou^ 
even more aggressive econo
mic programmes in the com
ing year.

U.S. president-elect, John F. 
Kennedy has proclaimed that 
American “economic assis
tance” is to be boosted to at
tain greater domination in Asia 
and Africa. His six point plan 
for the control of Africa 
provides for the export of big 
“development funds” to this 
continent and to make greater 
economic incursions there by 
dumping “surplus” agricultural 
produce. He intends first and 
foremost to shift a large share 
of the onerous burden of the 
economic crisis in his country 
to the Asian and African na
tions.

against imperialism!” “Oppose the 
imperialist intervention in the 
Congo!” “Long live the liberation 
of Africa!”

100 FACTORIES FOR
FIDEL•

The .Socialist countries arc to 
help Cuba build over I(X) new 
factories, declared Dr. Ernesto 
Guevara at a Soviet Government 
reception in his honour recently.

These would enable Cuba to 
defend her national independence 
far better than any military bases, 
the guerilla leader turned president 
of Cuba’s National Bank added.

A communique on the talks be
tween Dr. Guevara’s delegation and 
a Soviet team headed by Mr. Miko- 
yan was signed earlier. Mr. Miko- 
yan declared that the agreement 
carried the friendship between the 
two peoples to a new height.

-<s>-

China To Lend Cuba 
£21 million

^ H IN A  will give Cuba an interest- 
free £21 million loan over the 

next five years under an economic 
co-operation agreement announced 
in Peking yesterday.

The Chinese will also help to train 
Cuban technicians, and are to buy a 
million tons of Cuban sugar next 
year.

The agreement was announced in 
a communique at the end of the 
Peking visit of Major Ernesto Gue
vara, head of Cuba’s National Bank 
leading a Cuban economic delega
tion.

The Chinese Government is to 
send a delegation to Cuba at the 
economic delegation’s invitation, the 
communique said.

In America a correspondent of 
the St. Louis Post Dispatch who has 
just toured Guatemala reported 
Guatemala territory airfields used 
for the training of mercenaries to 
attack Cuba.

According to the report, the U.S. 
Central Intelligence Agency, run by 
Mr. Allen Dulles, spent more than 
a million dollars to build a secret 
air-strip in the mountainous jungle 
of Guatemala to train forces for an 
invasion of Cuba.

U.S. troops were fighting in the 
ranks of the rebels, the Vietnam 
statement said. From the U.S. 
offices in Vientiane, noiseless rifles 
had been used to fire on the Royal 
Army and Pathet Lao troops who 
defended Vientiane. A U.S. mili
tary mission had been sent to Nong 
Khai, on Thailand territory, to as
sume direct command of the 
Phoumi Nosavan troops.

“Democracy in Laos has been 
blasted by the U.S. artillery,” 
stated the Australian newspaper 
Tribune. “The U.S. will not wil
lingly tolerate a neutralist and in
dependent or any other than a 
pro-U.S. government in Laos.”

The “crime” of Souvanna Phou
ma in the eves of the U.S. was 
that he had declared that his 
country would be neutral in terms 
of the 1954 Geneva a^eements. 
This did not suit the United States 
which armed and financed the in
surrection, said the paper.

The Sydney Morning Herald ad
mitted that responsibility for the 
Laotian civil war rested “fairly 
and squarely on the shoulders of 
the U.S.” It said: “Had it not been 
for American and Siamese aid and 
encouragement, Phoumi would 
have been very unlikely to have 
risked his attack on Vientiane”. 
The same paper’s military corres
pondent said that it was the U.S. 
howitzers “that tipped the scales” 
in favour of Phoumi’s forces in 
the battle of Vientiane.
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BELGIAN XMAS WAS
BLEAK

Police, Troops Fail to Stop Strikes
»pH E nation-wide strike move

ment of the Belgian 
woricers in protest against the 
governments reactionary econo
mic policy was expanding con- 
tinously, said reports from 
Brussels at the time of going to 
press.

Belgium had the bleakest Christ
mas since the war. On the eve of the 
holiday, Brussels streets were littered 
with uncollected rubbish. Railway 
traflfic throughout East and South 
Belgium was at a standstill, and 
hotel and restaurant owners in the 
Liege tourist area had to suspend 
business,

“TO THE GALLOWS”
Mass demonstrations were held in 

the Belgian capital, Brussels, and 
in Antwerp. In Brussels the strikers 
milled round the South Brussels 
station shouting “Eyskens (Belgian 
Prime Minister) to the gallows.”

Chieftains of the Catholic Trade 
Unions had tried vainly to break 
the strike, but the Catholic workers 
pledged to maintain solidarity with 
their brother workers and refused to 
resume work.

The World Federation of Trade 
Unions issued a statement last 
week expressing its solidarity with 
Belgian workers on strike. WFTU 
expressed great concern on the im
portant struggle waged by the Bel
gian working class and its trade 
unions against “domination of the 
monopolies and their Government’s 
plans aimed at making the workers 
bear the cost of their disastrous 
policy by reducing the standard of 
living of the working people as well 
as their security of employment.’* 

GIGANTIC SCOPE
Alarmed by the gigantic scope of 

the strike, the Belgian government 
sent large numbers of police and 
troops to suppress the workers. In 
Liege, Antwerp and other cities, 
armed, steel - helmeted police

charged demonstrators, beat up 
pickets at railway stations and ar
rested strikers.

SLANDERED
Belgian Prime Minister Eyskens. 

in a broadcast speech, slandered and 
threatened the strikers, alleging that 
the strike “was seemingly inspired 
by methods used in foreign regimes”. 
Meanwhile Belgian authorities for
ced Parliament to close until this 
week, in order to stop the debate on 
the government’s “austerity pro

gramme”, News agencies disclosed 
that the Belgian authorities would 
try to use right-wing leaders of the 
Christian trade unions to make the 
“strike wear itself out”.

But all these could not check the 
surging strike movement. Co-ordina
ting committees have been set up 
by the workers in all enterprises 
and offices. On December 26 huge 
demonstrations continued, and 
workers paraded through the streets 
singing the Internationale.

LUMUMBA GOVT. MOVES H.Q.
“We W ill Gontinue to Give Aid ”

—  Khruschov
that the Government had moved 
to Stanleyville, Mr. Khruschov 
stated in a telegram to Mr. A. 
Gizenga, Congolese Vice-Pre
mier, that “the Soviet Govern
ment has given and will con
tinue to give, together with other 
states friendly to the Republic 
of the Congo, every possible 
assistance and support to the 
Congolese people and its lawful 
Government in their fust strug
gle against the colonialists.”

Mr. Khruschov said in his tele
gram: “We fully share your Govern
ment’s concern over the situation 
which has arisen as a result of the 
terror of colonialists and their hire
lings who have arrested its Prime 
Minister, P. Lumumba, many mem
bers of the Government and mem
bers of Parliament.”

The continued aggression of the 
“imperialist oowers against the 
Republic of the Congo has aroused 
the anger and indignation of all 
Soviet people”, he said.

rf>HE moving of the legal Congo- 
lese government of Prime Mini

ster Lumumba to the Orientale 
Province of the republic, and the 
establishment of Stanleyville as the 
provisional capital are indications 
that the supporters of Lumumba are 
building up for an all-out struggle 
to oust the rebel Colonel Mobutu 
who started the civil war.

The withdrawal of troops by seve
ral governments making up the 
United Nations Forces clears the 
arena to some extent for thb 
struggle.

The latest U.N. troops to pull 
out of the Congo were a unit of 
Moroccans, who returned to their 
base in Morocco on Christmas Eve. 
They were the first batch of Moroc
can troops recalled from the Congo. 
The Moroccan Government de
cided to withdraw its troops “under 
U.N. command” on December 12, 
after Premier Lumumba had been 
kidnapped by Mobutu men.

KHRUSCHOV’S SUPPORT 
In reply to the information



What's OUR 
Score?

I'^URING the past year Scoreboard 
has added up the points in 

many fields of sport: now it’s the 
turn of this column. What has it 
done, and what can it do for sport? 
It must be remembered that publi
city can do a great deal to build up 
sport and the Press can be very 
important.

Leading Features
The three features which drew 

most interest and comment were
★  The on-the-spot report of an 

E.P. Rugby XV vs an S.A. invitation 
XV

★  Scoreboard’s nomination of G. 
K. Rangasamy as its “Sportsman of 
the Year”.

★  A Report on Racialism in 
Eastern Province Cricket.

Weakness in Column
The biggest weakness of this 

column is that it does not carry 
many on-the-spot reports like the 
rugby story. There is only one solu
tion. We must get You to send in 
reports of big events. Scoreboard 
has asked before, and asks again: 
PLEASE SEND IN SPORTS 
ITEMS OF INTEREST.

Sportsman of the Year
The nomination of Sportsman 

“seems to have been very popular, 
but one Cape Town reader (signa
ture and rubber stamp illegible) 
complained that:

★  this Column was trying to in
fluence readers;

★  that the fight to remove racial 
discrimination from sport was 
“politics”;

★  that it was unfair to refer to 
Milo Pillay as having brought apart
heid into weightlifting.

Replies from this Column
★  Since no voting was involved 

there was no Question of “influ
ence”.

★  Our fight is to remove politics 
from sport.

★  Milo Pillay has admitted in an 
article that he accepted racialism in 
weightlifting.

Cricket Racialism
The storv on E.P. Cricket was 

widely discussed and has led to a 
stern fight against racialism. TTie 
group led by Morris • John and 
Westy Yon is being penalised by 
being excluded from the D’Oliviera 
match.

After the feature Mr. Abie Miller,
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an important Transvaal offical, sent 
congratulations and a full story on 
the position in the Transvaal, which 
he criticised. Fortunately much of 
this may be changed if the provinces 
can force a meeting of the S.A. 
Cricket Board.

Too much about Officials?
It may be felt that there is too 

much about administration and too 
little about actual sport in this 
column. If there are more reports 
then the column will be more bal
anced. At the same time Scoreboard 
has fixed attention on two vital is
sues often ignored in sports reports
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★  What is being done for true 
sportsmanship and against racialism.

★  How far officials (on whom 
players depend) are carrying out 
their duties. It is by regularly re
cording the Score dn these issues 
that we can stimulate progress.

Scoops
In addition. Scoreboard has man

aged scoops by first printing exclu
sive storie; such as

★  pro. offers to non-White rugby 
players;

★  moves in the international 
cricket scene;

★  Reg. Honey’s offer to address 
the S.A.S.A. Conference on 15th 
January.

New Year Greetings
In conclusion. Best wishes to 

readers and sportsmen everywhere 
for a Happy Year of Sport in 1961. 
PS. Your New Year Resolution: 
to send news and views often to 

Your Recorder.

SPORTS FLASHES
Congratulations this week to

★  Kemal Casoojee and East Lon
don Tennis Union for arranging 
tennis matches between the Ameri
cans Mike Franks and Donald Dell 
and members of the non-racial 
union;

★  To Regents Cricket Club (P.E.) 
for a very friendly Cricket match 
against a White XL The match 
ended in a draw.

★  To the Non-White XI which 
beat a White XI by 4 wkts. in a 
two-day match in Johannesburg. 
Scores. Walkers XI. 96 and 308 for 
8 declared. (Ken Funston 105 n.o. 
Basil D’Oliviera 3/47).
Non-White XL 222 and 179 for 6. 
Abed 44, D'Oliviera 25, Abrahams 
26).

------------- ----------------

Tennis Championships 
at Kimberley

KIMBERLEY.
F^H E annual S.A. Tennis Cham- 

pionships are currently being 
staged in the Diamond City. The 
tournament began on January 2 and 
will continue to January 8, with the 
matches being played on the Kim
berley.. Mine tennis courts.

Noted for its friendliness and 
hospitality, the Diamond City has 
gone out of its way to make the 
players and delegates feel at home. 
Apart from the two hotels, which 
have staged night-club and dinners, 
the Griqualand West Tennis Union 
has organised two big dances in the 
Kimberley Town Hall,

12 MONTHS AFTER COALBROOK
(continued from page 6) 

it is expedient that an inquiry 
be held as to any occurrence at 
any mine or works, he may 
depute any inspector . . .  to 
hold an inquiry.

The Act also provides for the 
evidence at such inquiry to be 
transmitted together with the in
spector’s report to the Government 
Mining Engineer, and in the case 
of an accident involving death, a 
copy must be transmitted to the 
Attorney General.

The above inquiry had three suc
cessive chairmen, two of them, Mr. 
P. Joubert, Ass. State Mining Engi
neer and W. T. Dalling, Inspector 
of Mines, recusing themselves. Mr. 
J. K. Bennie, Government Mining 
Inspector was the last.

INQUIRY No. 2 
The Mines and Works Act allows 

an inquiry to take place conjointly 
with the inquiry held under the 
Inquests Act and this was done. Mr. 
P, J. van Heerden, Johannesburg 
Magistrate conducted the inquest 
inquiry, sitting with Mr. Bennie. At 
the end of the inquiry Mr. van 
Heerden read the findings, Mr. 
Bennie concurring.

INQUIRY No. 3 
On the 14th February, the 

Minister of Mines appointed an 
ad hoc safety committee. This ad 
hoc safety committee was described 
by the Rand Daily Mail as “a sort 
of flying squad which would rush 
hither and thither making investi
gations into safety conditions in 
mines.” It was appointed under 
pressure from the MWU and was 
responsible to the Minister himself.

It was excellent propaganda for 
the MWU. Ellis declared himself 
highlv satisfied that the Minister, 
affectionately called ‘Oom Jan’, had 
the interests of the mineworkers at 
heart. Members of the MWU, said 
Ellis, had only to phone him when 
thev felt they were insecure at work 
and the Blitspatrollie would be sent 
out.

INQUIRY No. 4
On the 29th January, the Minister 

announced that he would appoint 
a Judicial Commission of Inquiry 
in addition to the statutory one. 
On the 2nd April the members of 
this commission were named and 
the terms of reference given them. 
The Chairman was to be Justice 
J. F. Marais. TTie terms of reference 
were very much wider than those 
given the Statutory one, again due 
to the MWU — and included the 
investigation of safety regulations 
in general, the adequacy or other
wise of supervision of the Depart
ment of Mines, etc. It has not yet 
published its findings.

It appears still to be sitting in 
camera.
WHO WAS RF.SPONSIBLE FOR 

THEIR DEATHS?
The combined inquiry and in

quest had no doubt. It found: 
that the miners died as a result 

of a subsidence of the mine, 
and that . . . the subsidence wa,s 
due to the negligence and 
wrongful act and omission of 
the present consulting engineer 
(Mr. G. Dixon), the general 
managers (Mr. R. E. Bumton 
and Mr. W. Lorimer), the 
managers (Mr. Ferguson and 
Mr. Taylor) and the assistant 
managers (Mr. H. Easingwood 
and Mr. Shankland) and other 
managers employed at this 
colliery from 1950 — 21/1/60

personally and through other 
servants or agents.

It was admitted in evidence that 
the collapses of December 28th had 
not been reported to the Mining 
Inspectors.

This should have been definite 
enough for anybody. But no action 
has yet been taken in the criminal 
courts. Why the long delay?

SAFETY CONDITIONS
And what of safety conditions on 

the mines? At the time investigators 
of the tragedy had no doubt about 
the dangerous conditions of the 
mine. On February 12 “in the in
terests of safety the Mines Inspector 
ordered the mine to close. But the 
mine owners immediately appealed 
against the order and a Special 
Appeals Commission allowed the

mine to continue operations, though 
its judgment was never made public.

At the time the management had 
to recommence operations with the 
aid of mechanised mining machines, 
for the African labour force of 
nearly 2,000 underground workers 
refused to go below.

What are the safety standards at 
the disaster mine today?

With the tragedy now almost 12 
months behind South Africa, and 
the findings of the judicial commis
sion still unknown, Coalbrook has 
begun to drop out of the public 
memory. But South Africa urgently 
needs to know about stepK to tighten 
up safety prccautioas on the mines 
and supervision of these by the 
Department of Mines. How much 
longer must ne wait?

The Compensation Scandal
(continued from page 6) 

Mines, and £12,500 from the Gov
ernor-General’s Mine Disaster Fund. 
Not all the figures are available, for 
no omnibus financial statement 
covering all the funds is obtainable, 
but at most the extra donations 
mean that the average amount given 
to the family of the mine victim 
from Basutoland was doubled and 
reached a maximum of £400.

NOT GOOD ENOUGH
£400 is more than £192—thanks 

to the generosity of the public 
moved by the Coalbrook tragedy to 
dig into its own pockets and compel 
the Union authorities and other 
bodies to make its own donation

to the public funds.
But lump sums for stricken fami

lies deprived of their breadwinners 
are simply not good enough. And 
it is also not good enough for the 
Governor-General’s Mine Disaster 
Fund to put aside £15,000 of its 
funds for “future mine disasters.”

The keystone of workmen’s com
pensation laws must be decent pen
sions for all, irrespective of colour. 
South Africa must demand not 
monies from Coalbrook saved for 
future disasters, but a tightening up 
of mine safety regulations — and an 
amendment to the Workmen’s Com
pensation Act to provide for pen
sions instead of lump sum payments 
to Africans.

BIG CONFERENCE REJECTS 
SEPARATE UNIVERSITY
(Continued from page 3) 

haps we ought to do the latter, but 
can we continue to tolerate the 
exercise of unbridled power by men 
such as these?

“The consequences of the spread 
of such a distorted, narrow and 
irreligious world view amongst 
each of the ethnic groups inhabit
ing our country would result in 
a reversion to barbarism and the 
complete unfitting of all of us 
ever again to lead a normal life 
of peace, security, real neighhour- 
Iines.5 and mutual trust . . . ” 

N.I.O. RESERVATIONS 
Following on the Conference, 

local newspapermen correctly inter
preted the mood and resolution of 
Conference as calling for a boycott 
of the proposed Indian tribal uni
versity.

TTiw was denied, however, by 
the Natal Indian Organisation, 
which stated that no decision was 
taken to boycott the College. This 
was challenged by Dr. Naicker. 
The point at issue is not whether 

a boycott is feasible or desirable 
but that the word was not used. 
For, how else could a resolution 
calling “for total non-co-operation” 
be interpreted but as meaning a call 
to boycott?

This apparent disunity has been 
played up in the local dailies.

Under no circumstances must 
there be any real disunity, or the 
value and purpose of this important 
milestone in the history of the 
struggle of the Indian people will

KIDNEY, BLADDER AND
RHEUMATISM TREATMENT
For the following troubles caused 

by poor kidney and bladder func
tions, i.e. backache, leg pains, poor 
sleep, loss of energy, burning, smart
ing and cloudv urine, try our Royal 
Mixture which benefits these 
troublesome conditions verv quickly.

Write to: Daveyton Pharmacy,
P.O. Boa 18, Daveyton, Benoni.

5s. including postage.

All Kinds of Photographic Work 
undertaken by

E L I  W E I N B E R G
Photographer

11, Plantation Road, Gardens, 
Johannesburg 

Phone: 45-4103

be lost. This is the viewpoint that 
has been stressed by many leading 
Indian personalities, and every 
effort is being made to get complete 
agreement.

SPIRIT OF REvSOLUTION
Commenting on the statement 

made by an official of the N.I.O., 
to a local daily newspaper on this 
question, Mr. M. D. Naidoo who 
moved the original resolution at 
conference, told New Age that he 
hoped that this will not lead to 
any serious split in the united front 
created by the Conference.

“I* sincerely hope that the spirit 
of the resolution which totally re
jects this proposed college and urges 
the Indian people not to co-operate 
in making it work will be accepted 
and worked for by all those who 
believe, Ss I do, that the proposed 
University is the beginning of the 
end of education in the accepted 
sense of the word,” he said.

MURDER PLOT
(Continued from page I) 

nccted with the “behind-the-scenes” 
manoeuvres to destroy the influence 
of the B.C.P. in Basutoland.

It is alleged by the B.C.P. mem
bers that Tsitse is a 'brother to 
Thabo Leanya, who led a break
away from the B.C.P. to form the 
“Sckoele Party” with the slogan 
“Back to the Battlefield”.

Mr. Ntsu Mokhehle told “New 
Age: “The indifference of both
the Paramount Chief and the 
Government, and the frequent as
sociation of the criminals with some 
chiefs in Matsieng and Maseru and 
with the authorities, has caused 
alarm and anxiety in the minds of 
the people of Basutoland”.

The question everybody is asking 
in Biisutoland is: WHO IS BEHIND 
THIS PLOT? It seems clear that 
sooner or later events in Basutoland 
will give the answer.
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