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The Christian Council of South Africa
An Association of Churches and M issionary Societies o f South 

Africa fo r the  Extension iof the Kingdom of God.

CONSTITUTION.
1— The name of th is  organisation  shall be: “ The Chlristian 

Council of South Africa— An Association of Churches and 
M issionary Societies o f South Africa fo r the extension of 
the Kingdom of G od.”
(The title  w ith the sub-title shall be used on all le tte r
heads and prin ted  constitutions, and in communications 
w ith the International M issionary Council.)

2—The object of the Council shall be the closer co-ordination 
of the  C hristian forces o f  South Africa, w ith a view to  
the more effective propagation  o f the Gospel.

3—The functions of the Council shall be:

(a) To bring toge ther fo r periodical conference and counsel 
representatives of the churches, mission societies and 
other C hristian  agencies of South Africa, particularly  
fo r consultation upon m atters bearing upon the sp irit
ual and general w elfare of the  non-European races.

(b) To prom ote, through committees, commissions or o th e r
wise, study and investigation of the problem  o f evan
gelising and C hristianising  the peoples of South Africa.

(c) To take jo in t action on any m atters w ithin the scope 
o f the  authority  th a t m ay be given to  the Council 
by its constituent bodies.

(d) To prom ote co-operation in m issionary activity, espe- 
ally in evengelistic, educational, medical and social work, 
and in the production o f vernacular literature.

(e) To prom ote such fellow ship am ongst the churches as 
will create an atm osphere of respect and confidence 
and will lead to  united thinking, interceding, p lan
ning and action on th e  p a rt of the C hristian  forces 
of the  country. '

(f) To represen t the  C hristian  forces o f  South Africa in 
th e ir  relation w ith the International M issionary C oun
cil and w ith  N ational C hristian  organisations in other 
lands.

4— Limitations of the Council’s authority: It shall no t be w ith
in the  scope o f the  Council to  consider questions of ec
clesiastical faiith and  o rd e r which represen t denom inational



differences. Furtherm ore it shall no t be w ithin the pow er 
of the Council to  commit any o f  the churches o r  agencies 
represented  in it to  any policy p r  line o f action, nor to  
any financial responsibility, w ithout th e  consent o f  those 
bodies.

5— Representation:

(a) R epresentation on the Council shall be open to  the 
follow ing bodies, and on (the follow ing basis:

No. of m em bers.

The African M ethodist Episcopal Church ........ ... 1
The American Board M ission in South Africa 2 
The American Lutheran M ission in South Africa

(Schreuder-M ission) ........................................ .......1
T he Bantu Presbyterian Church of South Africa 1
T he Berlin M ission Lutheran Church ..................2
The Church of the  Province o f South Africa 6
The Church of the Nazarene ............................. ....1
T he Church of Scotland ........................................ ... 2
T he Church of Sweden M ission ........ ............... ... 2
T he C ongregational Union of South Africa 3 
The Dutch Reform ed Churches of South Africa:

In the C ape Province ................................... ...... 2
In N atal .....................................................................1
In the O range Free State ............................. ......2
In the  T ransvaal .................................................... 2

The Dutch Reform ed M ission Churches o f South 
A frica:
In the C ape Province ................................... .......1
In the O range Free State ........................ .......1
In the T ransvaal ........................................ .......... 1

The H erm annsburg Evangelical Lutheran
M ission ........................................................................ 2

The London M issionary Society ........................ ....2
The M ethodist Church of South Africa ..................6
T he M ethodist Episcopal Church ................... .......2
The M oravian Church ..................................................2
The N orw egian M issionary Society ................... ....2
T he Paris Evangelical M issionary Society ........ ....2
T he Presbyterian  Church o f South Africa ........ ....2
The Rhenish M ission ........................................ .......... 2
The Salvation Army .....................................................1
The South African Baptist Church ................... ...... 2
The South African G eneral M ission .....................1
The Swiss M ission in South Africa ................... ....2

(b) Each o f the  follow ing bodies shall be entitled  to  
appoint two representatives as associate m embers |of



the  Council, w ithout pow er to  vote:
T he Ciskeian M issionary Council ..................... 2
T he M issionary Conference of the C ape Province 2
The N atal M issionary Conference ....................  2
The Portuguese East Africa Conference ..........  2
The Swaziland M issionary Conference ...............  2
T he Transkeian M issionary Conference ........... 2
T he Transvaal M issionary Association ............ 2

(c) T he Executive may co-opt o ther persons, whose p re 
sence they judge to  be desirable, to  attend any m eeting 
of the  Council as associate m em bers, the num ber o f 
persons so co-opted fo r  any one (meeting no t to  exceed 
six.

(d) R epresentation on the Council shall be open to  such 
o ther bodies as may from  time to  tim e be adm itted 
by the vote of a m ajority  o f  tw o-thirds o f the Council 
m embers p resen t a t any duly constituted m eeting of 
the Council.

(e) Each constituent body shall elect its own rep resen ta
tive (s) in the  m anner prescribed by ;its own policy o r 
constitution, and shall reg iste r w ith the Secretary the 
name and address o f the  official responsible fo r no ti
fication to  the Secretary of the names and1 addresses 
of such elected representative(s).

6—The officers of the Council shall be a P resident, two Vice- 
P residents and a T reasurer, w hose offices shall be honor
ary; a G eneral Secretary, w ho shall be a salaried, fu ll
tim e officer; and a L iterary Secretary, w hose office may 
be honorary o r  paid. The officers o f  the Council shall 
be elected every two years,

7—Executive:

(a) T here shall be an Executive Committee of the C oun
cil which shall m eet a t least (once each year and a t such 
o ther tim es as the O fficers o f  the Council may de
term ine. The Executive shall consist of the O fficers 
and not m ore than  fifteen o th e r m em bers of the C oun
cil w ho shall be elected by the  Council a t each ordinary  
m eeting. The officers o f the  Council shall be nom i
nating Com m ittee to  select, from  names subm itted by 
the representatives o f constituen t bodies, a lis t o f  names 
to  be presented to  the  Council fo r such election.

(b) The Executive shall have pow er ito fill vacancies in 
its ow n m em bership occurring during its period o f o f
fice.



(c) lit shall be the duty o f the Executive to direct the 
activities of the Secretariat and to conduct the affairs 
of the  Council between its m eetings.

(d1) T he Executive shall appoin t one o r  m ore subcom 
m ittees to  assist the Secretaries in fram ing their p ro 
gram m e o f action.

8— Budget:

(a) The Council shall provide fo r  an annual budget, (the 
am ount of which shall be determ ined by the Council 
on the recom m endation o f the Executive.

(b) The Council shall not assum e financial obligations 
fo r expenditure in any given year beyond the  am ount 
available fo r (the preceding year, except as the funds 
fo r such increase in expenditure m ay have been assured.

(c) The apportionm ent of the budget am ongst the con
stituen t bodies shall be determ ined by the Council 
from  tim e to  time, subject to  the acceptance by those 
bodies of the  apportionm ent so made.

(d) The Council shall have no legal .authority to enforce 
paym ent o f its apportionm ent by  any constituent body, 
but may limit o r  cancel the representation  of any body 
which does not bear its p roportionate  share of the 
budget.

9—Meetings:

(a) The Council shall ordinarily  m eet every second year; 
bu t a special m eeting of the Council may be called, 
o r the regular m eeting postponed, if the Executive is 
satisfied th a t th is is desirable.

(b) T here shall be a t  least three m on ths’ notice given 
of every meeting of th e  Council, such notice to  be 
published in the  “ South African O utlook” and in “ Die 
K oningsbode,” as well as posted  to  m em bers of C oun
cil in accordance w ith the  la test inform ation supplied 
to  the  Secretary by the designated official o f the 
constituent bodies, and one m onth’s notice of all m o
tio n s to  come before the Council m ust be given in 
w riting  to  the Secretary.

(c) Enlarged meetings. The Council shall arrange from  
tim e to time as may seem desirable, an enlarged m eet
ing o f the  Council fo r the  purpose of conference on 
special subjects, and shall also invite to attend such 
Council M eetings m embers of bodies no t otherw ise 
represen ted  on the  Council, o r  persons w ith special



knowledge of the subjects on the program m e of such 
m eetings. The Council shall have the righ t to  determ ine 
from  time to time the maximum num ber of persons 
so invited.

(d) Conferences. The Council shall also arrange for pe
riodic conferences of m issionaries and o thers interested 
in the m issionary cause. (These conferences shall be 
sim ilar to  the gatherings arranged by the G eneral M is
sionary Conference of South Africa.)

(e) Language. The two official languages of the Union 
shall have equal rights. It is understood th a t all mem
bers shall have the righ t to  speak in the language with 
which they are m ost fam iliar.

10—Expenses. The expenses of representatives shall be met 
by the ir respective bodies or bv the representatives them 
selves, but (provision shall be made in the budget fo r the 
necessary travelling  as well as office expenses of the 
Executive and Secretariat.

11— Non-European representation . Each constituent body should 
provide fo r  adequate representation o f  its non-European 
m embership.

12— Official O rgans. The official o rgans of the  Council shall 
be the “ South African O utlook” and “ Die Koningsbode.” 
The Secretariat shall provide the “ South African O u t
look” and “ Die K oningsbode”  with reports of Council 
and Executive m eetings and shall use them as effective
ly as possible fo r the  prom otion of the Council’s p u r
poses.

13— Quorum . The quorum  fo r m eetings o f  .the Council shall 
be a m ajority of the elected representatives and fo r the 
Executive a m ajority  of the elected members.

14— Am endments. The C onstitution and any Bye-laws ,adop t
ed thereunder may be am ended-'by |the vote of tw o-thirds 
of the  elected m embers p resen t a t any session of the 
Council, provided notice of th e  proposed change shall 
have been giventhrough the Secretary of the Council in 
the  official o rgans a t least three m onths before such 
m eeting of the Council.

The Central Mission Prei:. Cleveland, Transvaal.
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Die Clhmisteiniraad van Siuiid=Alfnka
’n Vereniging van Kerke en Sendinggenootskappe van Suid- 

Afrika to t  u itbreid ing van G ods Koninkryk.

1— Hierdie organisasie word gcnoem: „Die Christenraad van 
Suid-Afri'ka— 'n Vereniging van Kerke en Sendinggenoot- 
^kappe van Suid-Afrika tot uitbreiding van Gods Konin
kryk.” (H ierdie naam en bybenaming m oet op alle briewe- 
hoofde en gedrukte konstitusies, en in korrespondensie met 
die Internasionale Sendingraad verskyn.)

2— Die doel van die Raad is nouer koordinasie van die C hriste- 
like kragte van Suid-Afrika m et die oog  op meer doel- 
treffende voortp lanting  van die Evangelic.

3— Die werksaanihede van die Raad is:

(a) Die byeenbring van verteeiiw oordigers van die Kerke, 
Sendinggenootskappe en ander Christelike liggame van 
Suid-A frika vir periodieke sam esprekinge en beraad- 
slaging veral oor sake w at in verband staan m et die 
geestelike en algemene welsyn van die nie-blanke rasse.

(b) Die bevordering, deur middcl van komitees, kommis- 
sies of op ’n ander manier, van studie en ondersoek 
van vraagstukke w at die evangelisasie en  kerstening 
van die rasse  van Suid-Afrika raak.

(c) G esam entlike optrede in alle sake binne die bevoegd- 
heid w at aan die Raad deur die liggam e w aaru it hy 
sam egestel is, verleeti mag word.

(d) Die bevordering van samewerking op sendinggebied, 
veral m et betrekking to t evangelisasie, opvoedkundige, 
geneeskundige en m aatskappelike werk, en in die uit- 
gee van leesstof in die naturelle-tale.

(e) Die bevordering van broederskap tussen die Kerke 
sodat ’n atm osfeer van onderlinge respek en vertroue 
geskep sal w ord, en die C hristelike kragte van ons 
land gelei sal w ord to t  gesam entlike voorbidding, o n 
derlinge gedagtew isseling, gesam entlike beram ing van 
planne en to t  eendragtige optreding.

(f) Die verteenw oordiging van die C hristelike kragte van 
Suid-Afrika in hul betrekking met die Internasionale 
Sendingraad en met nasionale christelike organisasies 
in ander lande.

4— Beperkinge van die Raad se bevoegdheid:
Dit is buite die bevoegdheid van die Raad om vraag

stukke in verband m et geloof en toesig  waarop kerklike
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verskilpunte berus, te  behandiel. Die Raad is ook nie be- 
voegd om kerlce of liggam e w at daarop verteenw oordig is, 
sonder hul toeste mining to t enige beleid of gedragslyn ,en 
ook nie to t  enige geldelike verplig ting te  verbind nie.

S—Verteenwoordiging:

(a) Die volgende liggam e kan op onderverm elde grondslag  
op die R aad verteenw oording w ord:

G etal lede:
Die A frikaanse M etodis Episkopaalse Kerk ... 1
Die „ American Board” — Sending in Suid-Afrika 2 
Die Am erikaanse Lutherse Sending in Suid-Afrika

(Schreuder-Sending) ................ ........................ 1
Die Presbiteriaanse Bantoekerk van Suid-Afrika 1
Die Berlynse Lutherse Sendingkerk ................... 2
Die Anglikaanse Kerk .............................................  6
Die Kerk van die N asareer ..................................  1
Die Kerk van Skotland .............................................  2
Die Kerk van die Sweedse Sending ................... 2
Die „ Congregr.tiona 1 U nion” van Suid-Afrika 3 
Die N ederduits-G ereform eerde Kerke van Suid- 

Afrika
In die Kaapprovinsie ........................................  2
In N atal .............................................................  1
In die O ranje-V rystaat ................................... 2
In T ransvaal ........................................................ 2

Die N ederduits-G ereform eerde Sendingkerke 
van Suid-Afrika
In die Kaapprovinsie ........................................  1
In die O ranje-V rystaat ................................... 1
In T ransvaal ........................................................  1

Die H erm annsburgse Evangelies-Lutherse
Sending ..................................................... . ... 2

Die Londense Sendinggenootskap ................... 2
Die M etodistekerk van Suid-Afrika ................... 6
Die M oraviese Kerk ................................... ................ 2
Die N oorse Sendinggenootskap ........................  2
Die Presbiteriaanse Kerk van Suid-Afrika ... 2
Die Rynse Sending ...................................................  2
Die H eilsleer ................................... ....................  1
Die Suid-Afrikaanse Baptistekerk ........................  2
Die Suid-A frikaanse Algemene Sending

(S. A. G. M.) ................................................... 1
Die Switserse Sending in Suid-Afrika .............  2

(b) Elk van die volgende .liggame het die reg om twee 
nie-stem geregtigde m eegaande lede op die R aad te be- 
noern:



Die Ciskeise Sendingraad ................................... ....... 2
Die Sendingkonferensie van die Kaapprovinsie 2
Die N atalse Sendingkonferensie ........................ .......2
Die Portugees-O os-A frika Konferensie ............. ... 2
Die Swaziland'se Sendingkonferensie ...................... 2
Die T ranskeise Sendingkonferensie ..........................2
Die Transvaalse Sendinggenootskap .......................2

(c) Die Uitvoerende Komitee m ag ander persone wie se 
teenwoordigheid hi] wenslik ag, koopteer om enige ver- 
gadering  van die Raad as m eegaande lede bij te  woon. 
Nie meer as ses sodanige lede iword vir elke afsonderlike 
vergadering toegelaat nie.

(d) V erteenw oordiging op die Raad is oop  vir sulke ander 
liggam e as van tyd to t tyd toegelaa t m ag word deur 
’n m eerderheidstem  van tw ee-derdes van die raadslede 
teenw oordig op ’n behoorlik gekonstitueerde raadsver- 
gadering. ' •'

(e) Elke liggaam  w at aansluit kies sy eie verteenwoordi- 
ger(s) volgens eie beleid o f konstitusie ien reg istreer 
by die sekretaris die naam en iadres van die beampte w at 
aan die sekretaris verantwoordelik sal wees vir die name 
en adresse van gekose verteenw oordiger(s).

6— Die ampsdraers van die Raad is ’n President, twee Vise- 
presidente en ’n T esourier—hierdie is ere-betrekkings; ’n 
’n Algemene Sekretaris— ’n gesalarieerde voltydse beam pte; 
en ’n ere- o f gesalarieerde Redaksie-sekretaris. Die am ps
draers van die Raad w ord elke itwee jaa r gekies.

7— Die Uitvoerende Komitee.

(a) D aar sal ’n U itvoerende Komitee van die Raad wees 
w at m instens eenkeer per jaa r sal byeenkom, en op 
sulke ander geleentbede as die am psdraers van die 
Raad m ag besluit. Die Uitvoerende Komitee sal bestaan 
u it die am psdraers en hoogstens vyftien ander lede 
die Raad w at deur die Raad gekies w ord op elke ge- 
w one vergadering. Die am psdraers van die Raad is 
’n nom inerende Komitee om  van die name ingestuur 
deur die verteenw oordigers van konstituerende liggame 
’n lys van name u it te  soek w at aan die Raad voorgele 
m oet word vir sulke kiesing.

(b) Die U itvoerende Komitee het reg om vakatures in sy 
eie geledere, w at gedurende sy tydperk  van diens ont- 
staan, aan te  vul.

(e) Dit is die taak  van die U itvorende Komitee om die 
w erksaam hede van die sekretariaat te bestnur, en om



die sake van die Raad tussen  sy  vergaderinge w aar 
ite neem.

(a) Die U ifvoerende Komitee m oet een o f m eer Subko- 
miitees benoem om die Sekretarisse by te staan  in die 
opstei van hulle program  van w erksaam hede.

8—Begroting:

(a) Die Raad m oet vir ’n jaarlikse begroting sorg, die 
bedrag w aarvan deur die Raad op aanbeveling van die 
U itvoerende Komitee vasgestel word.

(b) Die Raad ma:g vir ’n gegewe jaa r geen finansiele jver- 
pligtings aanvaar w at die bedrag beskikbaar vir die 
vorige ja a r  oorskry me, behalwe w aar die fondse vir 
sodanige verm eerdering verseker is.

(c) Die toedeling van die begroting tussen die konstitue- 
rende liggam e w ord van ty d  to t  deu r die Raad vasgestel, 
onderW orpe aan die goedkeuring van sodanige itoe- 
deling deur genoem de liggame.

(d) Die Raad het geen regsbevoegdheid om  enige kon- 
stituerende liggaam  te verplig om sy deel van die be
g ro ting  te betaal nie, jn aar kan die verteenw oordiging 
van enige liggaam w at nie sy itoegewese deel van die 
begroting dra nie. inkort o f beeindig.

9—Vergaderinge:
(a) Die Raad vergader in die ree l elke tw ee jaar, m aar ’n 

buitengew one vergadering van die Raad kan bele of die 
gewone vergadering kan ui-tgestel w ord  as die U it
voerende Komitee oortu ig  is d a t d it w enslik is.

(b) D aar m oet minsitens drie m aande vooraf kennis gegee 
w ord van elke vergadering van die Raad en sodanige 
kennisgew ing m oet in „Die Koningsbode” en in die 
„South African O utlook” verskyn en  ook aan raadslede 
gepos w ord ooreenkom stig die jongste inform asie w at 
deur die aangewese beam pte van die konstituerende lig 
gam e verstrek  is. Aan die Sekretaris moet ’n m aand 
vooraf skriftelik kennis gegee w ord van alle voorstelle 
w a t aan die Raad voorgele sal w ord.

(c) U itgebreide V ergaderings. Van tyd to t tyd  soos dit 
w enslik geag  w ord, m oet die Raad ’n uitgebreide ver
gadering  van die Raad bele ten einde spesiale onder- 
w erpe te  bespreek. T o t liierdie raadsvergadering w ord 
lede van liggame uitgenooi w at nie op die Raad verteen- 
w oordig is nie o f persone w at spesiale kennis dra 
van die onderw erpe w at op sodanige vergaderings be- 
handel sal w ord. Die R aad het die reg  om van tyd



to t  tyd die maksimum geta l van persone so uitgenooi 
vas te  stel.

(d) K onferensies. Die Raad sal ook voorsiening maak vir 
periodieke konferensies van sendelinge en andere Wat 
belangstel in die sendingsaak. (H ierdie konferensies teal 
van ’n soortgelyke aard  wees as die w at in die ver- 
lede deur die Algemene Sendingkonferensie van Suid- 
Afrika g  ere el is.)

(e) Taal. Die twee offisiele itale van die Unie het gelyke 
regte. Elke lid  het die reg  ora in die taa l te p raa t w at 
hy verkies.

10— Uitgavve. Die onkoste van verteenw oordigers w ord ge- 
dra deur hulself o f  deur hulle irespektiewe liggam e, m aar 
in die begroting moet die nodige voorsorg  gem aak w ord 
vir reis- en kantoorkoste van die U itvoerende Komitee en 
Sekretariaat.

11—Nie-blsnke vertesnw oordiging. Elke konstituerende liggaam  
behoort voorsiening te m aak vir voldoende verteen-

w oordiging van sy nie-blanke lede.

12— O ffisiele O rgane. Die offisiele organe van die Raad is 
„;Die K oningsbode” en die „South African O utlook” . Die 
Sekretariaat moet verslae van die Raads- en  U itvoerende 
K om iteevergaderings aan genoem de offisiele o rgane ver- 
strek en ook van hierdie blaaie so doeltreffend m oontlik 
gebruik maak ten  einde die doeleindes van die Raad te  
bevorder.

13— Kworum. ’n M eerderheid van die gekose verteenw oordi
gers maak ’n kworum uit vir die vergaderinge van die

Raad en ’n m eerderheid van die gekose lede ’n kworum  
vir die U itvoerende Komitee.

14— W ysiginge. H ierdie Konstitusie en enige bepalinge daaron- 
der aangeneem , kan gewysig w ord deur die stem van 
rhvee-derdes van die gekose lede w a t by enige sitting van 
die Raad teenw oordig is, m et dien verstande da t kennis 
van die voorgestelde w ysiging m instens drie m aande voor 
die vergadering van die Raad deur die Sekretaris van 
die Raad in die offisiele organe gegee is.
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