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MARRIAGE EDICT ROUSES
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Attempt To Bully People Into 
Having Photographs Taken

JOHANNESBURG.—Great indignation has been roused by the 
latest ofiicial attempt to bully people into having their photographs 
taken for the population register—the announcement by the Regis
trar of Births, Marriages and Deaths that no marriages would be 
regisicred after January 1 unless the couple produce their identifi
cation numbers and those of their parents.

Indian Delegates 
Arrested
BLOEMFONTEIN.

Dr. I. Moosa, who led the 
fraternal delegation from the 
South. African Indian Congress 
to the A N C  conference here, 
was arresu-d by special branch 
police immediately on entering 
Bloemfontein on December 17, 
together with his delegates.

Up till the time conference 
ended on Sunday evening, thes 
were still in jail. Appearing in 
court last Monday, tliey were 
remanded on bail until Januarya-)

Conference registered its strong 
protest against the unjust denial 
of the right of free movement.

In a statement condemning the 
measure, the Congress of Demo
crats says that it “is closely linked 
with the anxiety felt in official

EDITORIAL

HOLIDAY FOR RACIALISTS
f  ̂ TKE most “public” holidays, December 16th, the Day of the 

j Covenant, celebrates the heroes, triumphs and prejudices of 
the rulers of South Africa.

This year’s celebrations, as in the past, were marked by the 
glorification of the Voortrekkers, tributes to the greatness of the 
white races, and appeals for European unity in the face of the 
“enemy.”

The Day of the Covenant commemorates a Boer massacre 
of the Zulus in Natal 117 years ago and no speaker lost the 
opportunity of drawing a parallel between the position of the 
trekkers and the position of the Europeans today. Racial hysteria 
was the keynote of the speeches. Eric Louw, Minister of Finance 
and External Aft'airs, said that owing to liberalistic influences 
South Africa was in greater danger today than on the eve of the 
Battle of Blood River.

‘̂Today it is the Declaration of Fundamental Human Rights 
and Freedoms which is the basis of the attacks which are being 
made on the European population of South Africa, at the United 
Nations and in the overseas press,’* be said.

If liberalistic influences were to win the day in South Africa, 
it would lead to political and social equality, with the result that 
White leadership would be doomed, he said.

After a drive through Martizburg’s streets in a replica of 
Paul Kruger’s coach, the Governor-General, Mr. Jansen, hinted 
darkly against “influences which are undermining the national 
character of the Afrikaner.”

“We must be ready at any time to fall back on the mercy 
and help of God when danger threatens to overwhelm our people 
—dangers that are often greater than we think,” he said.

The future was black, he said, if the Europeans did not 
reach “a basis of co-operation” and stop distrusting one another. 
He did not want to talk about relations with the Non-Whites 
because he wanted “to avoid the political field.”

Mr. D. E. Mitchell, leader of the United Party in Natal, 
said that the Europeans had paid for their “sovereignty” over 
South Africa by sacrificing many lives during the past 300 years, 
and that they should now “stand to face our destiny unafraid.”

The “Bantu” were a “barbarian people” who had obtained 
peace and security at the hands of the European, he said.

“Let not be forgotten the part played by men of many 
nations who brought the Gospel to a very dark Africa.”

Celebrations also took place at Piet Rctiefs farm, Mooi- 
meisiesfontein, where for the first time a military unit partici
pated in the festivities.

It was not surprising that none of the speakers referred to 
the role of the Non-European peoples in the building up of 
South Africa, nor of the atrocities and massacres of innocent 
women and children committed by the Voortrekkers. The myth 
of the divine mission of the Afrikaner peoples and the superiority 
of the white races has to be m aintain^ at all costs, for it is one 
of the pillars of the doctrine of white supremacy.

The Day of the Covenant is not a *nation^ celebration: it 
is essentially a celebration of the subjugation, di^ossessi<m and 
expression of the African pe<xl^« It celebrates^ with die appro
priate religious trappings, the institution of white supremacy, 
and helps to perpetuate it throu^ a blatant distoitiem of history.

There can be no room for this sort of celebration in a free 
South Africa.

quarters at the slow progress made 
in photographing people for the 
Population Register and is intended 
to exercise an indirect form of co
ercion on people to have their 
photographs taken.”

The statement describes the mea
sure as unnnecessary and undesir
able.

The Anglican Church has asked 
the Government to withdraw the 
stipulation that couples have to 
give the identity numbers of their 
parents as well as their own.

“We do not like this new regula
tion—and particularly the part lay
ing down that the identity numbers 
of the parents have to be given,” 
said Archdeacon R. P. Y. Rouse, 
of Johannesburg.

Although no date has been fixed 
for when people in Johannesburg 
must have their identity cards, 
many people have been confused 
by the semi-official statements 
which are put out, and have allowed 
themselves to be photographed.

A recent announcement in the 
Government Gazette setting No- 
verrlber 30th as deadline for “all 
Europeans, Coloureds, Cape Malays 
and Asiatics” did not apply to 
Johannesburg, but many mistakenly 
had their photographs taken.

Despite official pressure, however, 
and despite the unscrupulous acti
vities of certain photographers in 
Indian areas, who are spreading 
rumours that as soon as the Indian 
people are photographed they will 
be given liquor and political rights, 
the card-indexing of the nation is 
proceeding at snail’s-pace.

I.C. BILL W ILL DESTROY FR EE
TRADE

People signing the Freedom Charter at one of the three tables set up for the purpose at the P.E.
meeting.

3,000 VOW TO FIGHT FOR 
FREEDOM CHARTER

PORT ELIZABETH.—^Three thousand people, three thousand lovers of freedom, declared at a 
meeting at Malasky Square on December 11:

“We, the people of South Africa, gathered here this day, resolve as equals, countrymen and 
brothers, that we pledge ourselves to strive together until the changes set out in the Freedom Charter 
have been won. We call upon all who love their people, freedom and country to resolve, as we do, that 
for these freedoms we will fight, side by side, throughout our lives until we have won our liberty.”

The meeting was held under the 
auspices of the sponsoring organi
sations for the purpose of collect
ing signatures for the Freedom 
Charter.

Mr. M. Fletcher, representing 
the Congress of Democrats, said 
the Liberation movement must re
alise that the struggle for libera
tion was not a struggle between 
Black and White. Had it been so 
he would not have been at that 
meeting. He felt that in due course 
the whites in South Africa would 
realise that if they were not pre
pared to share freedom with others 
they themselves were not free. As 
they made this discovery more and 
more of them would be present at 
meetings such as those that took 
place that afternoon. Even in P.E. 
there are a number of Europeans 
who are in agreement with the 
basic people’s demands expressed in

SUPPORT FROM OVERSEAS
Readers and supporters in England 

show a commendable consistency 
in raising funds for New Age. A 
few weeks back they sent us £16 
and a letter which arri\;ed this 
morning advises us that a further 
£13 15s. is on the way. In ad
dition, the London New Age 
committee has published an at
tractive Xmas Card which is be
ing sold on our behalf.

The committee’s correspondent 
writes that “It would po your 
heart good if you could see how 
the papers are eagerly grabbed 
when we sell them at meetings. 
Even papers that are four or 
five months old are sold with no 
difficulty.” A fine compliment to 
New Age—and to those South 
African democrats in England 
who, in spite of being separated 
from their homeland, continue to 
ifiay their part in our struggle.

It is no accident that they have 
rallied around New Age in order 
to do so. Our paper is an in
dispensable weapon in our 
struggle for fre^om , whether 
here or abroad. It is the most 
important medium through which 
the South African workers and 
oppressed people make known 
their demands—a bright banner

proclaiming to all the world our 
determination to put an end to 
national oppression and racial 
persecution.

We must not allow our banner to 
vanish from the battle-ground. 
It is too important a rallying 
point for the democratic forces in 
our country. Without New Age 
we would be blind; easy prey for 
those who seek to disperse and 
disunite us.

HELP KEEP THE BANNER FLY
ING! SEND YOUR DONA
TION TO NEW AGE IMME
DIATELY.

Fred Carneson.

PJS. Remonber our addresses:
Cape Town: Room 20, Chames 

Buildings, Barrack Street
Johannesburg: No. 5 Progress 

Buildings, 154 Conunissioner 
Street

Durban: 6 Pembroke Chambm, 
472 West Street

Port Elizabeth: 9 Court Cham
bers, 129 Adderley Street.

the Freedom Charter. They did not 
come to these meetings because they 
were afraid that they would lose 
their jobs.

“There will come a time,” stressed 
Mr. F'lefcher, “when a man has to 
choose between his money and his 
conscience.”
WHO ARE THE SEDITIONISTS?

The Nationalists and many other 
Whites in this country regard the 
members of the COD as seditionists 
because they dare claim the sharing 
of rights and freedom with Non- 
Whites. But who are the sedition
ists? asked Mr. Fletcher. A sedition- 
ist is the one who withholds free
dom from others.

The Government and the owners 
of wealth were afraid of the day 
when White workers would join 
hands with the Black to fight for a 
better future. White workers have 
been bribed but a lie has short legs, 
concluded Mr. Fletcher.

As Mr. Fletcher started to speak

Group Areas Conbrrence 
in February

DURBAN.
One of the most important con

ferences to be held since the 1946 
P a s s i v e  Resistance Campaign 
against the Asiatic Land Tenure 
Act will be convened by the Natal 
Indian Congress in February for the 
purpose of formulating a plan of

Special Branch detectives photo
graphed him. and when he left be
fore the meeting was over they fol
lowed him in their car.

Among other speakers that after
noon were Miss Stella Damons. 
M. Kepe and S. Fischer.

When Parliament assembles in 
Cape Town in January, 1956, the 
opening speech of the Governor 
General—setting out the pro
gramme of proposed legislation 
to be debated and placed on the 
Statute Book of the Union of 
South Africa—will undoubtedly 
include reference to “my Govern
ment’s intention to proceed with 
the new Industrial Conciliation 
B:-!l which will secure the rights 
of Europeans to certain occupa
tions and which will provide for 
the separation of the races in the 
trade union movement.”

For the trade "union movement 
the new Bill can be compared to 
the Group Areas Act in the 
sphere of occupation of areas of 
land by groups of people kept 
apart on racial and colour lines, 
to the Senate Act in paving the 
way for the removal of the Cape 
Coloured Voters from the voters’ 
roll. It will be a sorry and a black 
day for the workers of South 
Africa when that Bill becomes 
law, for it will do tremendous 
harm to the working-class move
ment in South Africa.

HOLLOW VICTORY
When the Government decided 

to delay the enactment of the same 
Bill before Parliament last year 
and agreed to send the measure 
to a Select Committee, certain 
“responsible” trade union leaders 
hailed this manoeuvre as a great

. . . O N LY  ALTERNATIVE 
TO APARTHEID

DURBAN.—The only alternative to the Government’s pro
gramme of apartheid is the Freedom Charter, declared Mr. N. T. 
Naicker, General Secretary of the Natal Indian C o i^ess , at a mass 
meeting to protest against the Group Areas Act held last week.

The meeting was organised 
jointly by the African and Indian 
Congresses and the Congress of 
Democrats.

Mr. Naicker said that the Char
ter "Cofllwned the true aspirations of 
the millions in South Africa and en
shrined the basic principles of 
human freedom, justice and equality 
which transcended all forms of 
racialism. For this reason the Gov
ernment feared the Charter and the 
people who created it.

POUCE ACTION
Mr. Naicker critidsed the Gov

ernment’s police action against the 
action aginst the implementation of ‘ people. “The people’s presence

here is symbolic of the feeling of 
resentment that runs against the 
Government’s police state activities, 
it is symbolic of our abhorrence of 
racialism, and it is symbolic of the 
Congress spirit which preaches a 
high sense of friendship and good
will to all people in South Africa.

“The anti-democratic forces,” he 
continued, “accused the Congress 
movement of treason and sedition 
and on that score the country has 
been subjected to police raids and 
intimidation. Our loyalties tOrSouth 
Africa were questioned. But let it 
be known that as loyal South Afri
cans we have an inherent right to 
criticise the unjust policy of the 
Nationalist Government.

“The Nationalist Govmiment re
presents a minority of a minority 
and whoi it made laws which sub
jugated and degraded the majority 
of the people we were justified in 
protesting against these laws which 
are opposed to all principles of 
justice and democracy.”

the Group Areas Act.
The first batch of letters inform

ing all organisations to prepare for 
this conference has already been 
sent out. Application has been 
made for the use of the City Hall 
for the opening of the conference.

In a letter to all Non-Eucopean 
and democratic bodies, Mr. N. T. 
Naicker, general secretary of the 
Natal Indian Congress, says:

“As tiie Group Areas Law strikes 
at the v e ry  heart of our livelihood> 
let alone progress and advance
ment, there is no doubt that dele
gates from tiie different organisa
tions participating in the conference 
win endeavour to consider and 
formulate a clear, decisive and 
united answer to the Nationalists.”

Mr. Naicker states that as it is 
essential that a concrete plan of 
action against the vicious Group 
Areas Act should emerge from the 
conference, it is the duty of every 
Indian and democratic organisation 
to send its full quota of delegates.

Advocate H. E. Mall attacked the 
Government’s attemp'ls to imple
ment the Group Areas Act.

“The Group Areas Act is an un
just Act and therefore can never 
be administered justly. The Gov
ernment has always regarded the 
Indians as foreigners and has set 
aside large sums of money to repa
triate them to India. But because 
this scheme failed the Government 
passed the Group Areas Act aimed 
at the economic and social destruc
tion of the Indian people to force 
them to leave the country.

“Dr, Donges said that the Act 
would be applied justly and that 
people would not suffer hardships. 
But the happenings at the sittings 
of the Group Areas Board at Ly- 
denburg, Ermelo, Louis Trichardt 
and other Transvaal towns show 
that Dr. Donees’ words are untrue. 
The plans submitted by these mu
nicipalities, as is the case every
where, envisage the removal of 
Indian people from built-up areas 
to barren land. Thus the Congres
ses reject the Group Areas Act and 
demand its repeal,”

Mr. Ngcobo, of the African N a
tional Congress, condemned the 
pass laws and showed how they 
caused extreme suffering to the 
African people. The pass, he added, 
was a symbol of persecution and 
no civilised community could allow 
itself to be regimented.

The African women had made up 
their minds that they would never 
carry passes, he said.

At the end of the meeting all 
present unnimously approved the 
Freedom Charter.

The new draft Bill which has come out of the 
Parliamentary Select Committee is worse than 
the old one, says trade unionist EARL ENGELS 

in this stimulating article.

victory. What a victory! For 
these self-same leaders have since 
been compelled to admit publicly 
that the new draft which has 
emerged is “more vicious” than 
even the first Bill.

What is more, the Minister of 
Labour has refused to budge on 
the main principles, notwithstand
ing the disgraceful offer of some 
of the leaders of the S.A. Trade 
Union Council to kow-tow still 
further by agreeing to more apart
heid in their unions, by stating 
that they would be prepared to 
accept separation on racial lines 
in existing registered unions so 
that it would become illegal for 
unions with mixed memberships 
to hold joint meetings of all their 
members, European, Coloured, 
and Indian.

Even this piece of appeasement 
did not satisfy the insatiable ap
petite of the Nationalist Govern
ment, and it is proceeding to carry 
out its plan as outlined in the pro
gramme of the Nationalist Party, 
which is nothing less than the 
complete destruction of the demo
cratic trade union movement in 
South Africa.

MALN FEATURES
What are the main features of 

the new Industrial Conciliation 
Bill? In order to appreciate this it 
would be useful to find out what 
the present Act is and where the 
new Act will differ from it.

The Industrial Conciliation Act 
was also introduced by a Nationa
list Government in alliance with 
the Labour Party (in the “Pact” 
Government) in 1924. It was the 
capitalists’ method of checking 
the rising tide of militancy of the 
S.A. workers exemplified in the 
great 1922 strike which shook the 
country to its foundations in spite 
of the fact that it did not mobilise 
the African workers.

To prevent the workers taking 
the next logical step, which would 
have meant learning the lesson of 
the defeat in 1922 and the organi
sation of the African and Euro
pean workers in a common front 
and in one organisation, the Gov
ernment introduced its panacea for 
“industrial diseases”—the Indus
trial Conciliation Act for the 
White, Coloured and Indian 
workers, and the Wage Act, in the 
main, for the African workers. 
But to make doubly sure that the 
fountains of really cheap “Native 
Labour” would not dry up, all 
mining and agricultural operations 
were excluded from the scope of 
the Wage Act.

The trade unions of importance 
in existence at that time, includ
ing many of those today affiliated 
to the “respectable” S.A. Trade 
Union Council, opposed the I.C. 
Act in 1924 because it specifically 
excluded “Natives” from its scope 
and thus prevented African unions 
from being legally recognised and 
debarred them from the le§al 
right to bargain collectively with 
their employers.

The main objects of the I.C. 
Act of 1924 were (a) to make 
strikes difficult, if not almost im

possible and (b) to prevent Afri
cans from becoming organised.

AMENDMENTS
In 1937 the I.C. Act was again 

amended, in some parts benefiting 
the workers, but, with the usual 
capitalist law of compensation, 
further tightening up the Govern
ment's hold on the trade unions 
and endeavouring to make it still 
more difficult to conduct strikes 
on a legal basis. And once more 
the Nationalist-United Party Gov
ernment (The “Fusion’’ Govern
ment) maintained the principles of 
the Act by continuing to exclude 
Africans from the scope of the 
Act.

Because of the wording of the 
I.C. Act, which defined African 
employees as “pass-bearing N a
tives,” African women were not 
debarred from being regarded as 
“employees” under the I.C. Act. 
As African women came into 
secondary industry they were or
ganised and became legal members 
of recognised trade unions whilst 
the hundreds of thousands of 
male Africans were still excluded 
from the trade union point of 
view.

When the Nats came into power 
in 1948, they made good this 
“anomaly” by putting African 
men and women in the same 
category of “non-employees” in so 
far as the I.C. Act is concerned.

THE COMMISSION
When the “great day” arrived 

and the Nationalists were voted in 
to power in 1948 by a minority 
vote of the minority of the popu
lation, they acted on a demand by 
the trade union movement that 
labour legislation be amended and 
duly appointed the Industrial 
Legislation Commission. In due 
course the Commission produced 
a voluminous report which made 
recommendations in most cases the 
very opposite of what had been 
proposed by the leading trade

unions and employers’ organisa
tions in South Africa.

In the main the Commissioa 
proposed “Apartheid” and more 
“Apartheid,” and the Government 
has acted on these lines because 
it dreads more than anything else 
the creation of unity among the 
working people of South Africa 
the development of a mighty trade 
union movement wherein unscien
tific and unnatural racial and 
colour barriers will be ^wepl 
aside and which will usher in an 
era of true brotherhood between 
the working people of South 
Africa.

And not only Government fears 
this, but also the most powerful 
and influential employers’ organi
sations, the mine owners (mainly 
British capital), the rich farmers, 
many industrialists, and, let be 
frank, many “respectable” trade 
union leaders.

APARTHEID
What are the main features of 

the new Industrial Conciliation 
Bill and how they will affect the 
existence of the S.A, Trade Union 
movement? The main aim of the 
new Act is to break up what are 
termed “mixed unions” i.e. unions 
with a membership of White, Col
oured and Indian workers in in
dustries where they are organised, 
and to prevent such unions from 
coming into being in the future.

And once again, running true to 
form, the opportunity will be 
taken to “lighten up” on the trade 
unions, to make strikes still more 
difficult, to make trade union 
machinery so cumbersome and in
volved, and so subject to state 
interference that they will become 
akin to the organisations in the 
Hitler Labour Front.

The Bill will also encourage 
breakaway unions to be set up  
and give them the legal right to 
break up the existing trade union 
organisations and trade union 
funds built up in many cases 
over a long period of years by 
the humble contributions of the 
workers.

All in all, it is a most vicious 
piece of legislation, as has been 
recognised even by many of the 
appeasers in the trade uniott 
movement

(Continued next week)

Residents Refuse To Leave 
Benoni Location

Refusal to collaborate in the Be
noni City Council’s Scheme to move 
the people from their homes, and 
full support for SACPO “in its 
fight for a free South Africa where 
the Freedom Charter will be put 
into realisation,” were expressed in 
a resolution adopted at a mass 
meeting of residents in Benoni Lo
cation, called to protest against the 
Municipality's plan to demolish 
Benoni Location and remove the 
people elsewhere.

The meeting was attended by a 
large audience of Coloureds and 
Africans.

The resolution stated that resi
dents would not move voluntarily 
from their homes “until the City 
Council has given us the assurance 
that decent, aHemative accommo
dation will be given us.”

Mr. Adam Daniels, the blind 
Transvaal Chairman of SACPO. 
said that only if the Coloured 
people stood together could they 
solve their problems.

M r »ran Staden, Chairman of the 
Benoni Branch of SACPO, said that 
the people were neither prepared to  
move voluntarily from their homes 
nor were they prepared to  squat 
in the veld. If the Council wanted 
the people to move, proper alterna
tive accommodation should first be 
provided.

A heckler from the Kleuriines 
Volksbond who suggested that the 
people should squat in the veld was 
heavily booed, and together with a 
handful of supporters hastily left 
the meeting.

Mr. Tollman, of the ANC, urged 
the Coloured and African people 
of the location to stand together 
against the Council. “Only if we 
do this will we achieve what we 
want.”

An Indian landlord in the Loca
tion pledged his support fo r 
SACPO’s stand and s ta t^  that this 
was an issue where landlords and 
tenants should unite against the 
Council.
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LETTER BOX
Catholics Not Opposed To Bantu Education

S. Xamashe (New Age, Decem
ber 8) called upon Africans and 
all South African citizens to sup
port Catholic bishops in their 
stand against leasing their schools 
for Bantu Education.

In my opinion Xamashe does 
not understand the policy of the 
Roman Catholic Church against 
Bantu Education. We Africans are 
opposed to the Act as such, 
especially the syllabus which is 
de^signcd to keep the African un
der European domination forever. 
On the other hand the bishops 
are not campaigning against the 
syllabus but against leasing the 
schools to the Government, a 
fact that will not benefit the 
African who is called upon to 
help those who are campaigning 
for the control of schools. In 
addition to the surrender to the 
Government the Church has re
duced salaries of African teachers 
by 25 per cent. It should be noted 
that though the salaries arc cut 
down, the mission schools still 
offer Bantu Education.

It is quite clear that oppression 
is so much in South Africa that 
some of the people are already 
confused. They tend to co-operate 
even with enemies as long as they 
oppose the main enemy. The po
licy of the Roman Catholic 
Church is well known. It has 
tended to be a “watch-dog’’ of the 
Government. Us policy is best illu
strated in “Against the Stream” 
by Father Schimleli when the 
C.A.U. was established as opposed 
to the A.N.C. which was described 
as Communistic. As a result. 
Catholic members were debarred 
and are still prohibited from join
ing the A.N.C. or any association 
that is fighting for African libera
tion from the European domina
tion.

NO CHARGE
That the Catholic policy has not 

changed was revealed in an article 
in “Southern Cross,” Wednesday, 
November 16, 1955. headed “Dan
ger of extreme nationalism in 
community schools"—by Arch
bishop Denis H. E. Hurley, 
O.M.I., when he declared in an 
interview to the “Natal Mercury” 
that African nationalism could not 
be suppressed and that it is always 
fed on imaginary grievances. 
According to him Africans should 
always be under European super
vision and African nationalism 
should be tempered and balanced 
with Christian conviction and 
practice. He further said that our 
leaders are propagating extreme

We W ai Not Poison 
Our Children

A meeting which was to have 
been held for the election of a 
Bantu school committee in Wor
cester was a failure. The meeting 
was due to take place at the 
Magistrate’s office, but the ANC 
warned the people that if they 
attended, they would be forcing 
their own people to accept the 
poisonous education against their 
will.

Only eleven people turned up 
and the magistrate postponed the 
meeting to December 22, to be 
held this time in the location.

We, the people of Worcester 
will not assist in the guillotining 
of our children. We will oppose 
this action of the Government and 
not associate ourselves with the 
poisoning of the men and women 
of tomorrow.

J. P. BUSA.
(Secretary, A.N.C.) 

Kwezi Location, Worcester.

African nationalism clotl'-ed in the 
jargon of Marxist dialectics.

The Archbishop closed his arti
cle by expressing the Catholic re
cord of opposition to Commu
nism. In other words he is in 
favour of capitalism—the exploi
tation of man by man, which is a 
cause of all the international wars 
accompanied by millions of 
deaths.

Every day in these Catholic 
Mission Colleges we are informed 
that socialism is the worst of the 
economic systems and that capital
ism is the only system. We are told 
terrible things about Russia and 
China—all of course propaganda.

How many times have we been 
told by these Catholics that we 
should not support African “poli
tical agitators.” At school we are 
not allowed to read any progres
sive papers—not to speak of 
criticising Bantu Education and all 
the racialist laws. We are always 
informed that we have no right 
to depose a Government that was 
instituted by God.

These are the bishops that we 
are called upon to support in 
their exploitation of Africaas. If 
the bishops are fighting for uni
versal education for all, irrespec
tive of colour, let them stand and 
support the COP, accept the 
ANC and endorse the Freedom 
Charter.

Yours in the struggle
A. A. ZWANE.

Johannesburg.* * *

Israel's Right 
To Exist

Your editorial reply to Mr. 
Wener (New Age, December 8) 
would indicate that you regard the 
removal of Western influence from 
the Middle East as the key to 
peace in that area. In fact, your 
statement that if the peoples of j 
the Middle East were left to solve j 
their own problems, there would i 
be peace in the Middle East seems 
to be supported by the Czech 
newspaper ‘Rude Pravo’ when it 
said recently; ‘The peace-loving 
policy of the Arab countries in 
general is well-known, and Egypt 
in particular conducts a policy of 
international co-operation aimed 
at easing international tension.’

Tbe most notable contribution 
to this line of thought comes, as 
is to be expected, from Colonel 
Nasser, who told the Cairo corre
spondent of the ‘New York 
Times’: ‘We must destroy Israel.’ 
Is this any guide to the kind of 
peace which you advocate for the 
Middle East?

W. HAMM.
Parkhurst, Johannesburg,

(The Israeli people, like any 
other, are entitled to the right of 
self-determination. New Age has 
never queried this right, and would 
not support any attempt by the 
Arab states to “destroy Israel.” 
At the same time. New Age con
siders the Israeli Government's 
policies, particularly in relation to 
the Arab refugees, haye made no 
small contribution to the dange
rous situation in which she finds 
herself. Furthermore, by support
ing the West, Israel condones the 
denial to others (the colonial and | 
semi-colonial territories) of the ; 
right of self-determination she in- | 
sists on for herself. The experi- i 
ences of Israel herself, not to | 
luention Egypt (before the expul- ; 
sion of the British). Malaya, Ken- ! 
ya, Cyprus and all other nations 
fighting for their independence 
show that peace and security can 
be guaranteed to no nation, big : 
or small, so long as imperialism ! 
survives.—Ed.)

WORLD STAGE

BRIGANDS OF BAGDAD
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X V IT H  the North Atlantic 
Treaty linking the 

countries of Europe in a war 
pact, and the South-East Asia 
Treaty linking the puppet 
governments of that region, 
the West needed a new chain 
to join the two. Last month 
it succeeded in closing the 
circle when the permanent 
council of the Bagdad pact, 
linking Britain for military 
purposes with Turkey, Iraq, 
Iran and Pakistan, was set 
up.

For a week the limelight was 
focussed on Mr. Harold MacMil
lan. the British Foreign Secre
tary, who, accompanied by a 
British general and an American 
admiral, superintended the for
mation of the council.

From the first, Mr. Macmillan]s 
task was not a happy one. His 
reception ranged from violent 
hostility to amused contempt. 
The Egyptian press baited him 
mercilessly.

‘*Not even his dosest friends 
can claim that Mr. Macmillan is 
really an Arab, or even a Turk,” 
commented one paper. “Nor 
has anyone so far asserted either 
of these distinctions for General 
Sir Gerald Templer or Admiral 
Cassidy. What then are they 
doing so far from home?”

JUNIOR BIG BROTHER
The Middle East countries did 

not fail to note that while the 
western press was putting up an 
imm,ense smokescreen of indig
nant comment on “Soviet inter
ference,” all the interfering was 
being done by the forces behind 
Macmillan and Cassidy.

Britain’s Macmillan was the 
man in the public eye at the Bag
dad talks. “But Britain, as each 
of the Premiers realised, was only 
the junior Big Brother,” said 
Time (Dec. 5) with brutal frank
ness. “Major economic aid, and 
military aid too. depended chiefly 
on tne support and benevolence 
of the U.S., and the new METO 
allies were frankly counting on 
more of both as a price for dar
ing the wratib and possible econo
mic reprisals of Russia.”

The governments which Mac
millan was able to pressure into 
his pact are a sorry lot.

PAKISTAN, which has never 
had a general election, is no 
new acquisition, for she is al
ready a member of Seato. This 
is a country where, according to 
the right-wing Pakistan Times, 
“from 55 to 70 per cent, of the 
central budget in the past four 
years has been spent on police 
and military expenditure, where
as only one per cent, has been 
spent on education.”

TURKEY is also an old hand, 
being a member of NATO. Her 
government is totally unable to 
overcome economic crisis result
ing from incredible corruplion. 
The army is unable to go out on 
manoeuvres because the U.S. oil 
companies have refused furthicr i 
supplies until there is cash to 1 
pay for them. Strikes are for- | 
bidden. Any criticism of the j 
government leacM to arrest.

IRAN and IRAQ are the two i 
new acquisitions. In the former I 
country, where opposition to the I 
Pact is intense, people’s IbaJder | 
Dr. M. Yazdi is under sentence i 
of death at the hand of the rul- j 
ing fascist dictatorship. After a ' 
visit to Iran recently the corres- ; 
pondent of the London Daily ' 
Telegraph wrote: “A tiiousund 
wealthy families rule the country.

They own up to 200 villages 
apiece, but their peasants are 
without land or homes, and 
sometimes do not even own the 
clothes they wear.”

The only elected government 
which Iran has had in recent his
to ry— that of Mousadek — was 
forcibly overthrown with U.S. 
and British help when d  angered 
those powers by nationalising its 
oil.

In Iraq too. it is illegal to 
strike. When the oil workers came 
out recently, demanding trade 
union recognition and better pay, 
they were fired on by the police. 
One worker was killed, at least 15 
injured. Martial law was de
clared and troops sent to suppress 
the strike.

“FREEDOM’S” ALLIES
These are the so-called allies of 

freedom in the Middle East.
And even these puppet govern

ments had their qualms about 
joining the pact. “Adherence to 
the treaty, linking Iran more 
closely than ever to the western 
political structure, without provid
ing any immediate strengthening 
of defences, was certainly a risky 
decision for the Iranian Govern
ment to take,” the London Times 
noted. “Russia is very near and 
very touchy on the subject of 
alien influence in Iran, and it is 
only a few months since the ban
ned Tudeh (Communist) Party 
came near to a successful military 
coup . . . The Tudeh Party, 
though prcfscribed is still active in 
Iran—and even has the audacity 
to print its own newspaper, which 
is regularly delivered to embassies 
and other interested parties 
through the mail.

On the eve of Prime Minister 
Hussein Ala’s departure from 
Bagdad for the pact meeting, 
there was an attempt on his life 
in a Teheran mosque. The 
would-be assassin was a member 
of the fanatical religious group, 
Fadaiyan Islam, which stands 
for the elimination of all foreign 
influences from Iran

The popular opposition to the 
signing of the pact had been 
great. But the final foundation 
of the Council  ̂ last month 
brought the revulsion to a peak,

“The pact is deplorable from 
the point of view of peace and 
security,” said Nehru bluntly in 
an address to Parliament. So 
strong was the indignation in 
India that there were moves to 
withdraw from the Common
wealth as a result of Britain’s 
part in the Bagdad meeting.

GOVERNMENT FALLS
Egypt and Syria added their 

protests, and in Jordan, most 
acquiescent of Britain’s puppets, 
a government has fallen and the 
people have come out in revolt 
against the moves to bring Jordan 
into the war alliance.

Linked with all this, Cyprus, 
which was to have been the bas
tion of western military strength 
in the Mediterranean, has flared 
up as its valiant people fight 
for their independence.

As they watched the opposi-
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tion mourtting, tjie Western 
powers were having difficulty in 
seeing what they had got for 
their trouble. “The pact’s mili
tary strength may for some time 
be small. Its political stability 
remains in doubt,” the London 
Times observed in an editorial.

“DON’T AMOUNT TO 
MUCH”

And Time asked: “How strong 
a bastion will METO prove in 
the Middle-East’s shifting sands? 
Truth is that METO is more a 
geographic than a military en
tity, more a psychological pact 
than a strategic strongpoint,. .   ̂
To the Middle East’s defences, 
METO adds only the forces of 
Iraq and Iran—and a defence 
position. The forces do not 
amount to much.”

All the same it would be unwise 
to underestimate the power for 
evil which is the Bagdad Pact. 
While the main ostensible pur
pose of the pact is to close the 
military ring around the Soviet 
Union, the real aim is to wage 
war on what the western govern
ments call “Communism”—that is, 
the national liberatory struggle of 
all colonial peoples for indepen
dence and freedom from foreign 
rule.

The Bagdad Pact is intended as 
a barrier which will dam the In
exorable march to freedom of the 
people of the Middle East. But 
it is a puny structure and it has 
no foundations. Under pressure 
it will collapse and crush those 
who are by ing to hold it up.
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