
THE S E C U R I T Y  POLICE H E A D Q U A R T E R S  

7 J U L Y  1988, 12.00PM TO 1 3 . 0 0 P M

PRESENT: C H I P P I E  O L V E R  

M I C H A E L  E V A N S

D E T E C T I V E  W / O  V A N  DEN HE EVER 

D E T E C T I V E  S E R G E A N T  COETZEE

1. We were h os t ed  by van den Heever, w hi l e Coetzee was 

present t h r o u g h o u t  the consultation. In addition 

W /O S t e e n k a m p  was pre s en t in the same room but did not 

p ar ti c i p a t e  in the meeting.

2. Van den H e e v e r  informed C h ip pi e  that he was 

i nvestig at in g a b r e a c h  of the 1987 E m e r g e n c y  Regulation 

No. 5 (b) wi th  regard to the "Out of Step* publication 

(OOS) V o l u m e  1 No. 4. He showed us a copy of the

___ public a t i o n  in w h i c h  various portions w er e underlined,

ob v io us ly  r e l a t i n g  to the aspects of the publication 

which they co ns id e r e d  breached the Emergency 

Regulations. W e  wer e able to mark on C h i p p i e s  copy of 

the p u b l i c a t i o n  some of the por ti on s w h i c h  they had 

u n d e r l i n e d .

3. Van den H e e v e r  took down certain p e r s o n a l  particulars 

from Chippie, a nd then warned him that a n y t h i n g  he said 

could be used a g a i n s t  him in ev i de nc e.  He asked 

Chip p ie  w h e t h e r  he w i s h e d  to make a s tatement, to which 

Chippie r e p li ed  in the negative. He then put the 

f ol lo w i n g  q u e s t i o n s  to Chippie.
• :



QUESTION: Are you a member of ECC, if so since when and in 

what capacity?

ANSWER: I have been a me mber for some time, and I have

been Cha ir ma n of the W e s te rn  Cape branch since 

the AGM in No vember 1987.

Q: Have you had any invo lv em en t in the p u bl ic a ti on  "Out of 

Step"?

A: I- find it difficult to answer, but I have had no d i r e c t  

i n v o l v e m e n t .

Q: Is the executive of ECC re sponsible for its p r o d u c t i o n ?
A
%

A: The exe cu t iv e has never p ro d u c e d  OOS.

Q: Wha t  is the aim of ECC through the p u b l i c a t i o n  OOS?

A: Up till this year, ECC did not have a formal m e m b e r s h i p  

but an informal m e m be rs hi p.  OOS was de signed to keep 

them up to date.

Q: Is it sent to the public?

A: OOS has never been w i d e l y  distributed. It is l a r ge ly  

d i s t r i b u t e d  through m a i l i n g  lists and through front 

o r g a n i s a t i o n s .

Q: You spoke about informal m e m b e r s h i p  then. What is the 

s i t u a t i o n  now?

A: We now have signed up m e m b e r s  of ECC.



Q: Does OOS go to all members of ECC?

A: Yes.

Q: Is it distributed to the pub li c ?

A: No, but let me qualify. It is handed out at p ublic 

m e e t in gs  where the public attends.

Q: Who is the editor?

A: There has never been an editor.

Q: Who is then in charge?

%
A: It is produced by a co l le c t i v e  w i th i n ECC.

Q: Is there therefore a com mi t te e in charge?

A: Yes.

Q: Does ECC have a media committee, and if so who are the 

members and are they resp on si bl e?

A: ECC no longer has a media committee - they have 

d i s b a n d e d .

Q: Did you read the November 1987 issue of OOS?

A: Yes.
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Was the committee in charge of the product io n of that 

issue?

Y e s .

Who are the members of the committee?

I am not in a position to give that information.

Who can give that information?

Its difficult to say, let me clarify. I was elected 

to position of C h a i r m a n  in November at our AGM on 

19 November 1987 . By that stage 00S had p roduced five 

issues. It is reflected in the minutes of the AGM that
A%

the five issues were p r o d u c e d  before the AGM. The last 

issue which was p r o du ce d is the one you are referring 

to, ie. Volume 1. No. 4, which was produced before I 

took over as Chairman. I am not in a position to talk 

about information prior to my becoming C hairman of ECC.

Did the members of the c om mi tt ee  change after the AGM?

November 1987 was the last issue of OOS. It then 

ceased production. I never dealt with the committee.

Will there never be another issue?

Its not impossible that there will another issue. At 

one stage there was talk about it, but that has now 

been stopped.

Were you one of the m e m b e r s  of the committee?



4. Van den Heever then left to write out the answers to 

the q u e s t i o n s  which Chippie had given. Sgt. Coetzee 

then informed C h i p p i e  that he was also investigating a 

case under the 1987 Emergency R e g u l a t i o n  No. 5 (b). 

This related to the ECC newsletter, "Tales Grimm" of 

A u tu mn  1988. He also handed us a copy of the 

newsl et te r w hi c h had underlined in it a paragraph on 

page 3 wh ic h read "It is us, our friends and family who 

are c o n s c r i p t e d  into Angola to do P r e t o r i a ' s  dirty work

- maybe even to die".

5. I informed Sgt. Coetzee that we acted as legal 

r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  of both the Cape Town and UCT branches 

of ECC. The two branches were e n t i r e l y  distinct from 

each other. If he read the first par a gr ap h of the 

p u b l i c a t i o n  it was clear that it was not produced by 

the Cap e Town b r a n c h  of ECC. I s u g g es te d  to him that 

he f o l l o w  the same procedure as Sgt. van den Heever 

followed by c o n t a c t i n g  Justin H a r d c a s t l e  with regard to 

any i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of "Tales Grimm". It was quite clear 

the Sgt. C o e t z e e  was not aware of the distinction 

between Town ECC and UCT ECC. He ne v er t h e l e s s  put the 

f o l l o w i n g  q u e s t i o n s  to Chippie, after e xp la i ni ng  to him 

his rights and e st ab lishing from C h i p p i e  that he did 

not wish to ma ke  a statement.

Q U E S T I O N : Are you a member of ECC and if so what position 

do you hold? *

ANSWER: I have b e e n  Chairman of the Cape Town branch

since the A G M  in November 1987.

Q: What is you r  i nv ol ve me n t with this ECC newsletter?
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A: I have had no i n v o l v e m e n t  and I have no k no wl e d g e  of 

who produces it.

Q: What are the aims and obje ct s of ECC in d i s t r i b u t i n g  

this newsletter?

A: I have no idea.

Q: Who is the editor?

A: No idea.

Q: Does ECC print this n e w s l e t t e r  and if not who prints 

it?

A: No idea.

6. Coetzee then asked C h i p p i e  whether he w i s he d to sign 

the fact that he did not wish to make a statement, and 

Chippie replied in the negative. Van den Heeve r  then 

returned and asked the f o l l ow in g questions:

QUESTION: What are yo ur  v i e w p o i n t s  on c o m p u l s o r y  m i l i t ar y 

service in South A f r ic a?

ANSWER: That is not rel ev a nt  to the case being

investigated.

Q: Who was Chairman of ECC b ef or e you, and is she/h e still 

involved?

A: You probably know the answer, it is Ms Paula Hathorn.
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Is she still i n volved?

Not in the Cape To wn  b ranch of ECC. 

Where is she inv ol v ed ?

I am not able to a n sw e r that question,

Van den Heever then asked Chippie w h e t h e r  he wished to 

sign the statement, to which Chipp ie  replied in the 

n e g a t i v e .

Van den Heever then explained that he did not wish 

arrest or detain anybody, but w i s h e d  to investigate 

this matte r in as p r o f e s s i o n a l  way as possible. He 

par ti cu la rl y w i s h e d  Mr Hardcas tl e to be aware of this. 

He also made it clear that he would like in future to 

be able to ask C h i p p i e  q ue st io ns  over the phone.

Chippie informed him that ECC was o b v i o u s l y  very 

conscious of the h a r a s s m e n t  which it has experienced. 

I informed him that we had clear in s tr u c t i o n s  from our 

client namely ECC, that any action by any individual 

required the m a n d a t e  of the o r g a n i s a t i o n  as a whole. 

It was therefore o ft en  a n e c es sa ri ly  c u m b e r s o m e  process 

getting a response from our client.

000O O O000



STASIE: . .Cfff* ...................... M.R.
STATION: C *R *

naai-1: .. . .4(&f&£4& . . i & t T Y . ...
NAME:

/ / >
PERSOONSNOMMER 
IDENTITY NUMBER

RAS EN GESLAG: TAAL: . . f f t W A C ' . ........ HUWELIKSTAAT: . O V X * * ? . ? .

RACE AND SEX LANGUAGE MARITAL STATUS

NASIONALITEIT: ___ ..... ......... . ONDERWYSPEIL:
NATIONALITY STANDARD OF EDUCATION

GEBOORTEPLEK: $ & & & / . ...........  GEBOORTEDATUM: .. /.%?.: .eJ ...
PLACE OF BIRTH * DATE OF BIRTH

VERKLAAR IN AFRIKAANS:
STATES IN ENGLISH :

Ek is h volvasse/minderjarige man/vrou 
I am an adult/eifr&r male/femal-e

woonagtig te / f)csr<4 < 2̂  
residing at ...... ......... ..... r ......... **........... .

en
and employed

in die hoedanigbeid van /flatt'c*.*. O o ^ r r c A  
in the capacity of .......... •••••*••••••••

Ek is nugter en by my voile verstand. , . . • • -
I am sober, and in my sound senses.- •

H -* * • • - ......
Ek is daarvan' verwittig dat ek in die teenwoordigheid van to Vredesbeampte,
I have been informed that I am in the presence of a Peace Officer, .............  •

is, naamlik: C  A f  ~  firrs/b c /Dr-r/ ...I". .11..... 
namely- •• •••••• •••••••• ••• • • • # r%

Dc^is -eegedeel dat ek-daarvan verdink word dat ek : . l i f v m i v i . . T { H . f t ..
I have been advised that I am suspected of . 1 . . . . . . .

7 / r .; A w n v s n i n  . . f r . . e & f . i w N & r i .  G r s & n r f C ..

K i 7A . S A . Y.Ji'C'f. J . V . l .<#*. 7 # r . . ̂ r f . . /*. ( V S H t t & t i .. .-717..
. . . . .  • • • • «« •' ’ ’ _

.wAjre-yj . • / W ^ 9.*.3.. . ft*.7.. .. i7?O f t t* . /• V

• - .. ■
etu, ‘ . /wo 7 W . ., . e/; . Sfw; % % # iffifitf* . /. . f//? .* .

/ J t T T . / 9 ^ > .... ....... ..................... ..........
. . . .  • . . . .

Ek is gewaarsku dat ek nie verplig word om enige verklaring in 
I have bee.n ̂ warned that X .am not obliged to make any statement

antwoord daarop, af t e  1.6. nie,. maar dat dit my vrystaan om
in reply thereto, but that I may make a statement voluntarily s h o u l d *'

. ................ . . .

"n verklaring af te 16 uit my eie vrye vil indien ek dit verkies en 
I elect, to do so. at my. .own. free will, and that such statement- vill

2/.......



* - ......... ■ ■ .
■ -  2 -

dat my verklaring neergeskryf sal word en as getuienis gebruik mag 
be taken dovn in writing and that it may be used in evidence. I

word. Ek is ook verwittig dat sekere vrae asn rcy gestel gaan word 
have also been notified that certain questions may be put to me

met die doel dat ek deur die beantwoord daarvan punte kan opklaar 
with the purpose of clarifying certain points and by which I

en verduidelik en waardeur ek moontlik my onskuld kan bewys. 
could prove my innocence.

Ek is ook gewaarsku dat ek nie nodig het ora enige van die vrae 
I have also been advised that I am not obliged to answer any of

te beantwoord nie, maar dat wat ek s§ neergeskryf sal word en as 
these questions, but what I may say will be taken down in writing

getuienis aangevoer mag word, 
and nay be used in evidence.

^erSt:aan jy 'die 'bewerings teen jou en die posisie ten opsigte 
Do you understand the allegations against you and the positiop

%■

van die' be'antwoording van vrae? . . :. 
regarding the answering of the questions? .....................

,dQ<i. . . . .'Pi'T'yC..

. . . . . . . . . . .  

.  .

/ % . . , J .  .. ...??;... .. . ^ . . . - £ $ * 1 , «,. .. .^T.. ^  

. , /.t f,?.., ^

yJ... .... . _ #
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Messrs Out of Step Publications 
End Conscription Campaign 
1 Rhodes View 
435 Main. Road
o b s e r v a t o r y

Cape Town 
7925

Dear Sirs

STATE OF EMERGENCY: SUBVERSIVE PROPAGANDA

I wish to inform you that I have examined a series of two issues of your 
periodical Out of Step under the powers vested in me by regulation 7A(1) 
of the Regulations published by Proclamation R.97 of 11 June 1987 as 
amended by Proclamation R.123 of 28 August 1987 and Proclamation R.7 of 
15 January 1988. The issues examined by me are the following:

August 1987; and 
November 1987.

Kindly take note of the fact that I am considering action under regulation 
7A(1) to wit the issuing of a warning by notice in the Government Gazette 
in respect of your periodical. A prima facie indication of grounds of 
the proposed action are set out in the annexure hereto.

Should you wish to submit representations in terms of regulation 7A(4)(b) 
please note that such representations must be submitted to me in writing 
within a period of two weeks from the date of receipt hereof.

Yours sincerely

J C G BOTHA MP



f ANNEXURE

OUT OF STEP

I

Introductory note: The reports in the issues referred to hereunder are 

also subject to being considered conjointly by me and with due regard being 

had to the cumulative effect thereof, in the process of ascertaining that 

they constitute a systematic or repeated publishing of matter or a syste­

matic or repeated publishing of matter in a way which has or is calculated 

to have the effect contemplated by paragraph (a) of regulation 7A(1) and 

whether the said effect such systematic or repeated publishing has or 

is calculated to have, is causing a threat to the safety of the public or 

to the maintenance of public order or is causing a delay in the termination 

of the state of emergency as contemplated by paragraph (b) of the said 

regulation.

1. In the August 1987 issue of the periodical Out of Step (00S) the 

following matter is calculated to have the effect of stirring up or 

fomenting feelings of hatred or hostility in members of the public towards 

a security force or members of a security force (regulation 7A(l)(a)(iv)):

(a) In the report under the heading "Hell no, we won't go!" certain 

statements are made against the SADF which are calculated to have 

the above-mentioned effect;

(b) In the report under heading "Parents support ECC" the allegation that 

a person is turned "... into a killing machine ..." is calculated

to have the above-mentioned effect;

(c) The report under the heading "Conscripts seek choices ’Old before 

tneir time1M alleges a ftarmtui eirect or conscription m  sucn a 

manner that it is calculated to have the above-mentioned effect;



(^0 The effect mentioned above is also stirred up or fomented by the 

report under the heading "Namibian war gets dirtier” in so far as 

this report refers to COIN ("Our Business is Killing and Business 

is Good ... but its business hasn't changed much11);

(e) Under the heading "Comment" this publication published comment, 

concerning conscription and the SADF in a way which is calculated 

to have the above-mentioned ettect; and

(f) Under the heading "’SADF outj say Namibians" certain allegations is 

published with regard to the SADF's activities in South West Africa 

which is calculated to have the above-mentioned effect.

2. In the August 1987 issue of this periodical (00S) the cartoon on page 

A and the relevant comment (p.4) is calculated to have the effect of 

promoting the public image or esteem of an organisation which is an unlaw­

ful organisation under the Internal Security Act, 1982 (Act 74 of 1982)

to wit the ANC (regulation 7A(1)(a)(v)).

3. In the November 1987 issue of 00S the following matter is calculated 

to have the effect of stirring up or fomenting feelings of hatred or 

hootility in members of the public towards o security forcc or members of 

a security force (regulation 7A(l)(a)(iv)):

(a) On the front page under the heading "Lt Toms faces jail for refusing 

to seive camp it is inter alia alleged that the SADF destroyed the 

community and occupy a clinic. These allegations are calculated to 

have the above-mentioned effect;

(b) Under the headings on p.2 "MNR: a trail of terror" and "Zimbabwe's

Agony" matter is published which is calculted to have the above__

mentioned effect. In these reports it is, inter alia, stated that 

the SADF is, often, directly involved in the destabilization of, and 

supports massacre and mutilation in neighbouring countries;



(c) The "Comment" on page 4 of this issue, inter alia the words "SADF
I

service is better called Nationalist serves as a further example 

of the systematic or repeated publication of matter, which is 

calculated to have the above-mentioned effect;

(d) 'l'he report under the heading "Angolan war: No end in sight" on pages 

4 and 5 is calculated to have the above-mentioned effect in so far

as it alleges that the "... MNR is a group of rebels set up and 

organised first by the Rhodesian security forces ... and later by 

the SADF".

(e) In the report under the heading "Optimism for new direction: ECC's 

Nic Borain speaks out" on page 6, this periodical continues its 

systematic or repeated publishing of matter which is calculated to 

have the above-mentioned effect in that it publishes allegations that 

the SADF is used "... to crash internal dissent ..." and is "... a 

tool for a political party ..."
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12 April 1988

Hr J.C.G. Botha, MP
The H o n o u r a b l e  Minister IflEJ DIE HAND
of Horne A f f a i r s  & C o m m u n i c a t i o n s  g y  H A N D
Hendrik V e r w o e r d  B u i ld in g 
P a r l i a m e n t  stree t 
C AP E TOWN 
8001

Dear Sir

•OUT O P  STEP- P U B L I C A T I O N  - A L L E G A T I O N S  OP SU BV ER S I V E  

P R O P A G A N D A

He act for the End C o n s c r i p t i o n  C a m p a i g n  {“ECC") wh o  have 
instr uc te d that on 28 March 1988, they r e c ei v ed  your letter 

dated 21 March 1988.

We have been i ns tr uc te d  by the ECC to ma k e r e p r e s e n t a t i o n s  in 
terms of R e g u l a t i o n  7A(4){b) of the E m e r g e n c y  R e g u l a t i o n s  
p u b l is h ed  by P r o c l a m a t i o n  R.97 of 11 Ju ne  1987, as amended by 
P r o c l a m a t i o n  R . 1 2 3  of 28 A u g u s t  1987 and P r o c l a m a t i o n  R.7 of 

15 J a n u a r y  1988.

W it h regard to your a n n e x u r e  w h i c h  p u r p o r t e d l y  sets out a 
p rima facie i n d i c a t i o n  of g r o u n d s  for p r o p o s e d  acti on  under 
R e g u l a t i o n  7A(1), our cl ient has i n s t r u c t e d  us to mak e the 
fo ll ow in g r e p re s en ta ti on s.  T h e  n u m b e r i n g  of the
r e p r e s e n t a t i o n s  c o ~ i n c i d e s  d i r e c t l y  with the n u m b e ri ng  of the 
r e sp ec t i v e  a l l e g a t i o n s  c o n t a i n e d  in your annexure.

I n t r o d u c t i o n

B ef or e d e a l i n g  with your s p e c i f i c  a ll e ga t i o n s ,  we w i s h  to 
draw your a t t e n t i o n  to the n a tu re  of the Out of Step 
publication. o u t  of st e p s e r v e s  as the m o u t h p i e c e  of the 
W e s t e r n  Cap e b r a n c h  of the End C o n s c r i p t i o n  C am p aign, a legal 
o r g a n i s a t i o n  c o n s t i t u t e d  as a v o l u n t a r y  as so ciation. Out  of 
S te p wo ul d c o n s e q u e n t l y  re late to the End C o n s c r i p t i o n



-  2 -
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C a m p a i g n ,  in the same way that the "paratus" p u b l i c a t i o n  
relates to the South A f r i c a n  D e f e n c e  Force. Both serve as 
m o u t h p i e c e s  for the respective o r g a n i s a t i o n s  and are u t i l i s e d  
to further the aims and o b jects of those o r g a n isations.

The ma jo r ob ject of the End C o n s c r i p t i o n  C a m p a i g n  i e  to 
p r e s s u r i z e  the G o v e r n m e n t  to e f f e c t  l eg i sl at iv e ch ange 
re ga rd in g the poli cy  of c o m p u l s o r y  m i l i t a r y  s ervice. The 
o b je ct  of the Out of Step p u b l i c a t i o n  is c o n s e q u e n t l y  to 
i n f o r m  its readers of p r o g re ss  m a d e  in the ca mp ai g n,  and to 
e n g en de r  further supp o rt  for the o b j e c t s  of the campaign.

It is i mp ortant to note that Out of St ep  has an e x t r e m e l y  
limited distribution. It is p u b l i s h e d  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  4 tines 
per year and, a cc or di ng  to our i ns tr u c t i o n s ,  the p r i n t  order 
is o n l y  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  5000. Of these, only a p p r o x i m a t e l y  
4000 c o pi es  of each issue have b e e n  d i st r ib ut ed , of w h i c h  60% 
have been d is tr i b u t e d  at the U n i v e r s i t y  of Cope Town. We 
regard it as s ig ni fi ca n t that the major p o r t i o n  of the 
r e a d e r s h i p  is based at a t e r t i a r y  educa ti on al  i ns ti t u t i o n #  
and can c o n s e q u e n t l y  be r e g a r d e d  as an i n t e l l e c t u a l  and 
d i s c e r n i n g  readership. It w o u l d  c e r t a i n l y  be fair to say 
that the vast m a j o r i t y  of the r e a d e r s h i p  w o u l d  be in a 
p o s i t i o n  to d i s t i n g u i s h  b e t w e e n  fact and opinion.

We ha ve  been instructed further that the End C o n s c r i p t i o n  
C a m p a i g n  and its Out of S t e p  p u b l i c a t i o n  have taken p ai ns  to 
e n s ur e that each issue has b e e n  l e g a l l y  c h e c k e d  by its 
lawyers. In this regard, it is s i g n i f i c a n t  to n ot e that no 
legal p r o s e c u t i o n  has f o l l o w e d  the p u b l i c a t i o n  of any i ssue 
of O u t  of step, nor, a c c o r d i n g  to our instructions, has a ny 
issue been r e st r ic te d in terms of the P ub li c a t i o n s  Act.

P a r a g r a p h  l.{a)

Your a l l e g a t i o n  makes r e f e r e n c e  to "certain s t a t e m e n t s  w h i c h  
are c a l c u l a t e d  to have an e f f e c t  as set out in R e g u l a t i o n  
7A(l)(a) and {b)“. The a l l e g a t i o n  does not set out w h i c h  
s t a t e m e n t s  are c al cu l a t e d  to ha v e a p r o h i b i t e d  effect. It is 
t he re fo re  dif fi c ul t to reply to t hi s allegation.

We would, however, m e n t i o n  that the s tatements r e f e r r e d  to 
are p a r t  of a co m po s i t e  s t a t e m e n t  of belief m a d e  by 23 
i n di vi d u a l s  wh o have p u b l i c l y  r e f us ed  to serve in the S o u t h  
A f r i c a n  D e f e n c e  Force ("SADF"). The 23 i nd ividuals c o n c e r n e d  
are m a i n l y  u n i v e r s i t y  s t u d e n t s  of p ro fe s s i o n a l  p eo pl e a l r e a d y  
in p ra ctise. Th ey  are i n t e l l i g e n t  p eo pl e whose b e l i e f s  are 
based on moral, legal and e t h i c a l  gr ounds, the gis t  of w h i c h  
is r e f l e c t e d  in their s t a t e m e n t  of belief. It is c lear f r o m  
the a f o r e g o i n g  that the a r t i c l e  is c a lc ul a te d to r e f l e c t  the 
b e l i e f s  of these 23 i n d i v i d u a l s .  The  article is not 
c a l c u l a t e d  to have the e f f e c t  as set out in terms of 
R e g u l a t i o n  7A(1) and (b). In s u p po rt  of this c o n t e n t i o n  it 
ie to be n oted that n o w he re  in the s t a t e m e n t  of b e li ef  aro
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p e o p l e  en co ur a g e d  to h a t e  or to take a h o s t i l e  a t t i t u d e  
t o w a r d s  the SADF or any m em be r  thereof. In fact, the 
c o n c l u s i o n  of the said s t a t e m e n t  co ntains a m e s s a g e  of "peace 
a n d  harmony". In addition, we wish to point out that non e of 
the 23 persons concerned has b e e n  p r o s e c u t e d  as a r e s u l t  of 
the p u b l i c a t i o n  of the statement.

P a r a g r a p h  l.(b)

It is s ub mitted that the q u o t e  referred to h e r e i n  is taken 
c o m p l e t e l y  out of context. The a l l e g e d l y  o f f e n d i n g  v/ords are 
taken from one of three i n t r o d u c t o r y  p ar a g r a p h s  w h i c h  refl e ct  
t h e  type of probl em  c o m m o n l y  e x p e r i e n c e d  by m a n y  y ou n g 
c o nscripts. The purpose of r e f l e c t i n g  these p r o b l e m s  is to 
e n a b l e  pare nt s reading the a r t i c l e  to a s c e r t a i n  w h e t h e r  their 
c o n s c r i p t e d  sons are f a c in g  similar p r o b l e m s  su c h that 
p a r e n t s  may feel the need to be part of the P a r e n t s  Support 
G r o u p  structure. This is the intended effect of the q u o t e  
y ou refer to. The a r t i c l e  itself clear ly  c o n t e x t u a l i s e s  
these qu otes in the first s e n t e n c e  of the f o ur th  p a r a g r a p h  
t hereof, i.e. "these re pr e s e n t  the e x p e r i e n c e s  of c o n s c r i p t s  
w h o s e  paren t s ev en t ua ll y came together to fo rm  the 5CC 
P a r e n t s  and supporters G r o u p  ( " P S G " }’. This a r t i c l e  is 
c a l c u l a t e d  to have the e f f e c t  of e n c o u r a g i n g  m u t u a l  s u pp or t  
a m o n g s t  par en ts  of c on sc r i p t s  by m e an s of s h ar in g e x p e r i e n c e s  
w i t h  like- mi nd e d people. It is not c a l c u l a t e d  to h a v e  the 
e ffect set out in R e g u l a t i o n  7A(l)(a) and (b).

P a r a g r a p h  l.(c)

It is su bm i tt ed  that this a r t i c l e  is based on the e x p e r i e n c e s  
of a q u a l i f i e d  c o ns c r i p t i o n  a d v i c e  serv ic e c o un s el lo r.  The 
a r t i c l e  al so  quotes e x t e n s i v e l y  fr om  p o s t - g r a d u a t e  r e s e a r c h  
c o n d u c t e d  at the U n i v e r s i t y  of W i t w a t e r s r a n d .  T he a r t i c l e  is 
c a l c u l a t e d  to have the e f f e c t  of h i g h l i g h t i n g  the n a t u r e  of 
m oral and psychological p r o b l e m s  b e i n g  faced by c on s c r i p t s .

It is co nceded that the a r t i c l e  p a i n ts  a rather a l a r m i n g  
p i c t u r e  about the p s y c h o l o g i c a l  p r o b l e m s  e x p e r i e n c e d  by 
soldiers. However, it is s u b m i t t e d  that the a r t i c l e  is well 
r e s e a r c h e d  and accurate. W h i l e  tne artic l e deals o n l y  with 
the p r o b l e m s  facing w h i t e  c on sc r i p t s ,  it n e v e r t h e l e s s  
c o n c l u d e s  by express in g  c o n c e r n  for the " p s y c h o l o g i c a l  
c a s u a l t i e s  of the current i n t e n s i f y i n g  civil war fr om  both 
s i de s of the battleline". It is s u b m i t t e d  that by c o n c l u d i n g  
the arti cl e in this way, it c a n n o t  be said that the a r ti cl e 
is c a l c u l a t e d  to have the e f f e c t  m e n t i o n e d  by R e g u l a t i o n  
7A(l)(a) and (b), but rather that the tenor of the a r t i c l e  is 
s uc h that it is impliedly c o n c e r n e d  about the e f f ec ts  of war 
per se.
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paragraph l.(d)

It is sub mi t te d that the q u o t e  r e f e r re d to is made pos si bl e 
by a rather p erverse K O E V O E T  t - s h i r t  slogan. Furt he rm or e,  
that paragraph is fo llowed by c o n c r e t e  exa mp l es  of co mp l a i n t s  
made about alleged SADF and  C O I N  atrocities. It is s u b m i tt e d 
that the K OE V OE T / C O I N  r e p u t a t i o n  as a h ardened and brutal 
force is a c o m m o n l y - h e l d  p e r c e p t i o n  by political allie s and 
opponents of the South A f r i c a n  G o v e r n m e n t  in Namibia. T he 
article concludes by c a l l i n g  for a po l it ic al  sol ut io n to the 
Nasibian war by i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  of the UN Sec u ri ty  C o un ci l 
Resolution 435, a s o l u t i o n  w h i c h  the State Presid en t,  Mr P.W, 
Botha, has also been on r e co rd  as supporting. In the light 
of the aforesaid, it f o l l o w s  that the article is c al cu la te d 
to emphasise the need for a peaceful solution in Namibia. 
The article draws a t t e n t i o n  to this need by r e f e re nc e to the 
grin spectre of war a t r o c i t i e s  and troop losses on both 
sides. It is to be noted that the art ic le  quotes e x t e n s i v e l y  
free a rightwing p u b l i c a t i o n ,  namely, the Aida Parker 
Newsletter. in c o n c l u s i o n  therefore, the a r t i c l e  is not 
calculated to have the e f f e c t  as c on te m p l a t e d  by R e g u l a t i o n  
7Afl)(a) and (b); in fact, rather to paint a portrait 
depicting the tragedy of war and the need for a pe ac ef ul  
solution thereto.

Paragraph l.(e)

It is submitted that this a r t i c l e  is calculated to h i g h l ig ht  
the level of conflict in S outh A f r i c a  and Nami bi a.  The 
reader's a tt en ti o n is d r a w n  to the fact that the armed 
struggle against South A f r i c a ' s  o cc up at i on  of N a m i b i a  is 21 
years old. F ur th e r m o r e ,  a t t e n t i o n  is drawn to the fact that 
two of the o p p o s i n g  f o r c e s  in South A f r i c a  are both 
celebrating their 75th a n n i v e r s a r i e s ,  in a conte xt  w h e r e  the 
ANC is still r egarded as the mo st  important force in black 
politics. The article g o e s  on to impliedly d r a w  links 
between the a f o r e s a i d  and the di lemmas felt by many 
conscripts about s e r vi c e in the SADF.

This is the c o nt ex t in w h i c h  the article calls for viable 
alternatives to p a r t i c i p a t i o n  in a war against f e l l o w  south 
Africans and S outh A f r i c a’s neighbours. T h e  a r t i c l e  is 
calculated to have the e f f e c t  of drawing a t t e n t i o n  to the 
need for viable a l t e r n a t i v e s  to m i l i t a r y  service. T h i s  type 
of call has been r e g u l a r l y  mad e by ma ny  other o r g a n i s a t i o n s  
and parties both inside a nd o u t s i d e  P ar liament, a n d  amounts 
in effect, to the need for legislative, c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  
changes.

Pa ge  5/...
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T h i s  i n t e r pr et at io n  is s u p p o r t e d  by the last p a r a g r a p h  of the 
said art ic l e w here the st an d taken by the 23 o b j e c t o r s  is 
im pl ie dl y linked to the need for a l t e r n a t i v e  s e r v i c e ,  as well 
as the need for the e n d i n g  of war and v i o l e n c e  in the 
region. The last p a r a g r a p h  s h o u l d  be see n in the light of 

the first two.

P a r a g r a p h  l,(f).

As with paragraph (a), it is di fficult to r e s p o n d  to your 
c o m me nt  about this a r t i c l e  in that there is no s p e c i f i c a t i o n  
of the offending " a ll eg a t i o n s " .  This a r t i c l e  t ak es  the form 
of an i n terview w i t h  an A d v o c a t e  who is w i d e l y  r e g a r d e d  as an 
e x p er t on N am ib i a n  affairs. A d v o c a t e  L o b o u s k y  is c l e ar ly  of 
the o p i ni o n that m u c h  of the blame lies w i t h  S o u t h  Africa. 
However, in the last p a r a g r a p h  of the in te rv ie w , he makes it 
q u it e clear that ho does not see the war as a s o l u t i o n  to the 
N a m i b i a n  problem and that a peac ef ul  n e g o t i a t e d  s o l u t i o n  is 
required. It is s u b m i t t e d  that the a r t ic le  is c a l c u l a t e d  to 
h av e the effect of d r a w i n g  tne r e a de r' s a t t e n t i o n  to 
R e s o l u t i o n  435 and e m p h a s i s i n g  the need for a peaceful 
n e g o t i a t e d  s e t t l e m e n t  in Namibia. Fi nally, it s ho ul d be 
n ot ed  that the a r t i c l e  takes the form of an i n t e r v i e w  which 
m a k e s  it clear that an i n d i v i d u a l ' s  p a r t i c u l a r  p o i n t  of view 

is being reflected.

P a r a g r a p h  2

It is s ub mitted that the p o s i t i o n i n g  of the ANC cak e  and the 
p e r s o n  under the t a b l e  is such that it c a n n o t  be said to 
p r o m o t e  the p u b l i c  image or e st ee m  of s u ch  or g an is at io n.  
Rather, the c a r t o o n  is c a l c u l a t e d  to have the effect of 
d r a wi ng  the r e a d e r’s a t t e n t i o n  to the s i t u a t i o n  w h e r e  d e s pi te  
75 years of e x i s t e n c e  as a po we r fu l black p o l i t i c a l  force in 
the country, the A N C  is stiil not r e c o g n i s e d  by the south 
A f r i c a n  G o v e r n m e n t  or the SADF, The ANC is c l e a r l y  revealed 
as an u nderdog and an o r g a n i s a t i o n  of i n f er io r  st re n gt h in 
the said cartoon.

P a r a g r a p h  3 , (a)

It is submitted f i r s t l y  that the a l l e g a t i o n  tha t the SADF 
d e s t r o y e d  the c o m m u n i t y  and occu pi ed  a c l i n i c  is ma de  by Dr 
Toms and not the author of the article. T h a t  the SADF 
o c c u p i e d  the S A C L A  c l i n i c  is a n  u n d i s p u t e d  fact. Th at  the 
SADF played a c r u c i a l  role in " de stroying the c om mu n i t y * ,  i9 
a point of view e x p r e s s e d  by someone wi th  i n t i m a t e  knowledge 
of that community. T h i s  point of view has b e e n  r e p e a t e d l y

Page 6 / ___
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supported by w i t n e s s e s  in a well k nown court ca se  being heard 
by the Cape T o w n  S u p re m e c ou rt  w h e r e i n  the re si dents of 
Cross ro ad s are seeking dam ag es  agai ns t  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  of the 
South Afri ca n G o v e r n m e n t  a r is in g out of p o l i c e  and mi li t a r y  
action in the area. In the case of S v T o n s  (unreported) 
heard at the w y n b e r g  R e g i o n a l  C o u r t  d u r i n g  F e b r u a r y / M a r c h  
1988, Dr Toms reiter at ed  his o p i n i o n  in this r e ga rd  and at no 
stage was his c r e d i b i l i t y  or in te g r i t y  as a wit ne ss  ever 
brought into q ue stion. It is s u b m it te d that the article is 
calcu la te d to have the effect of s h o w i n g  the dir e need for a 
cons t ru ct iv e a l t e r n a t i v e  to n a t i o n a l  s e r v i c e  by h i g h li g ht in g 

Dr T o m s’s di lem ma  in this regard.

P ar agraph 3(b)

The article on the M N R  is based on a talk d e l i v e r e d  by Dr 
Patrick Harries, a well k no wn  h i s t o r i a n  an d  expert in the 
area of Hozarabiquan affairs. The thrust of the article is 
e xt re me ly  cri ti ca l of the MNR and the SADF to the extent that 
the two b o d ie s have w o rk e d together. It is su bm i tt ed  that 
the article is c a l c u l a t e d  to d r a w  the r e a d e r ' s  at t en ti on  to 
the commonly h e l d  view that the M N R  plays a d e s t r u c t i v e  role 
with in  Mozambique. F u r t h e r m o r e ,  it s ho ul d be n oted that the 
article is c l e a r l y  p r e s e n t e d  as being the o p i n i o n  of Dr 

Patrick Harries.

With regard to the "Zimbabwe" article, it is s ub mitted that 
this is a well r e s e a r c h e d  a r t i c l e  about d e - s t a b a l i z a t i o n  in 
Zimbabwe, S o u t h  A f r i c a n  i n vo lv e me nt  in t h i s  process has 
o ften been r aised as an are a  of p o l i t i c a l  concern, both 
inside and o u t s i d e  P a r l i a m e n t  and more s p e c i f i c a l l y  in the 
commercial press.

P a ra gr ap h 3 . (c)

It is s u bm it te d that the a l l e g e d l y  o f f e n d i n g  q u o t e  is mad e in 
the context of a call for c o n s t r u c t i v e  a l t e r n a t i v e  service. 
In this context it is clear that the q u o t e  is not ca lc ul a t e d  
to engender h a t r e d  or h o s t i l i t y  towar ds  the SADF, but rather 
to highlight the c o n s c r i p t ' s  d i l em ma  in a s i t u a t i o n  w here it 
is a c ommonly h e l d  v i e w  that the SADF has ve ry  close links 
with the N a t i o n a l i s t  Party, e s p e c i a l l y  through its 
involvement in the N a t i o n a l  S e c ur it y  M a n a g e m e n t  System,

Paragraph 3.(d)

It is s u b m it te d that the a l l e g ed ly  o f f e n d i n g  q u o t e  is a well 
known fact. SA DF  p e r s o n n e l  have on o c c a s i o n  a d m i t t e d  links 
to the MNR. F u r t h e r m o r e ,  it is a c o m m o n l y  h e l d  v i e w  that one
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of the reasons for the N k o m a t i  A c c o r d  was to p r e v e n t  
c o n t i n u e d  c o - o p e r a t i o n  b e t w e e n  the SADF and the MNR. 
F u r t h e r m o r e , the a r t i c le  is w r i t t e n  in fact ua l  and o b j e c t i v e  
terms. It is p r i m a r i l y  an i n f o r m a t i v e  piece of writing.

P a r a g r a p h  3.(e)

It is su bm it t ed  that this a r t i cl e s h o u l d  be seen in t er ms  of 
the c o n te xt  in wh ic h it is p r e s e n t e d ,  namely, the v i e w p o i n t  
of a parti cu la r  ECC leader. S o r a i n  e x p r e s s e s  a large m e a s u r e  
of e m p a t h y  with the i n di vi du al  c o n s c r i p t  w h i l e  e x p r e s s i n g  his 
view that m a n y  c on sc r i p t s  hav e  p r o b l e m s  w i t h  the i s su e  of 
c o n s c r i p t i o n  because they feel the SADF i3 i n t e g r a l l y  l i n k e d  
to the N a t io na li s t Party G o v e r n m e n t  and its p o l i c y  of 
repression.

Y o u r s  f ai th f u l l y
M A LL IN IC K,  RESS, R I C 3 M A N  & C L O S E N B E R G  INC.,

P e r :

O r i g i n a l  letter r e c ei ve d on this 
12TH day of A P R I L  1988 at IS" h^O..

for: M i n i s t e r  J.C.G. Botha
D e p a r t m e n t  of Hone A f f a i r s  
& C o m m u n i c a t i o n s



CT's OUT OF STEP RE PO RT

Since ab out m i d - J u n e  the s e c u r i t y  po li ce  have been a t t e m p t i n g  to ob t ai n 
the names of the pe ople r e s p o n s i b l e  for p r o d u c i n g  the CT ECC p u b l i c a t i o n  
Out of Step.

They asked first Chi pp y and then Dave Gr een  to come in and an sw er  ques tio ns , 
or face a p o s s ib le  arrest. Th ey  we nt  a c c o m p a n i e d  by a lawyer but were unable 
to pr ov id e any names as the e d i t i o n s  had been p r o d u c e d  before they were 
on the e x e c ut iv e.

The s e c ur it y police then c o n t a c t e d  Paula in PE b e l i e v i n g  she w o u l d  have the 
i n f o r m at io n  they re qui re d. She m a n a g e d  to d el ay  m e e t i n g  them until she got 
to CT. T ho se  r e s p o n s i b l e  for 00S d e c i d e d  howev er,  that she should pro vi de 
the 2 names if they t h r e a t e n e d  her with  a s ub po en a.  Th ey  had a su bpo en a 
prepar ed for her when she r e fu se d  to give the names. Our la w ye r n e g o t i a t e d  
that if those r e s p o n s i b l e  came f or wa rd,  n e i t h e r  Paula nor anyone else would 
be subpoe na ed.

Barbara and David S. met with the ECC la wy er  who w r ot e a s t a t e m e n t  adm it t i ng  
they were  so lel y r e s p o n s i b l e  for the p u b l i c a t i o n s .  S e c u r i t y  po lic e wan te d 
them to make this s t a t e m e n t  be for e a peace o f f i c e r  w h ic h they then did.

The case has been r e f e r r e d  to the a t t o r n e y  ge ner al , and we aw ait his de ci si on  
on w h e t h e r  or n o t h t h e y  press charg es.  We are being a c cu s ed  of b r e a ki n g 
the me dia  r e g u l a t i o n s  u nd er  the e m e r g e n c y  - p r o d u c i n g  s u b v e r s i v e  s t a t e me nt s-  
10 years an d/ or  R10 000.
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