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T h e  N a t i o n a l  E x e c u t i v e  C o m m i t t e e  of  

A z a s o  w e l c o m e s  a l l  of  y o u  to a n e w  

e n v i r o n m e n t  - the t e c h n i k o n ,  t r a i n i n g  
c o l l e g e  or u n i v e r s i t y .

Yo-u w i l l  r e a l i s e  d u r i n g  your  s t a y  here  

t h a t  y o u r  n o b l e  i d e a l s  a b o u t  a 

t e c h n i k o n ,  c o l l e g e  or  u n i v e r s i t y  a r e  

c o n t r a d i c t e d  a n d  f r u s t r a t e d  by t he  

p r e s e n t  r a c i s t  e d u c a t i o n  s y s t e m .  As 

i t  w e r e ,  f o r  mo s t  o f  y o u  h a v e  f o u n d  

o u t  t h a t  m a k i n g  i t  to t e r t i a r y  l e v e l  

of  e d u c a t i o n  h a s  n o t  b e e n  an  e a s y  

t a s k .  M o s t  o f  y o u  h a v e  s t r u g g l e d  

t h r o u g h  a d v e r s e  c o n d i t i o n s  In p r i ma r y  

a nd  s e c o n d a r y  s c h o o l s  to r e a c h  t he  

p o i n t  w h e r e  y o u  f i n d  y o u r s e l f  t o d a y .  

Y o u  h a v e  g o n e  t h r o u g h  o v e r c r o w d e d  

c l a s s r o o m s ,  p o o r l y  q u a l i f i e d  and e v e n  

u n q u a l i f i e d  t e a c h e r s ,  l a c k  o f  

d e m o c r a t i c  s t u d e n t  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  

C S R C ' s ) ,  c o r r u p t i o n  i n  t he  a p a r t h e i d

e d u c a t i o n  d e p a r t m e n t s  a n d  o t h e r

l i l l e V  C10 n d l C i 0 Q S  c a u s e d  by  t h e  
p o l i t l c a l t e c ° n o m l c  a n d  s o c i a l  
s i t u a t i o n  i n  t h i s  c o u n t r y .

H eitk i ^ r V e iry  W C l 1  t h a t  t h 0 S e  0 f  us  « h o
u l t i m a t e l y  r e a c h e d  t h i s  l e v e l  of  

e d u c a t i o n  ar e  o n l y  a s e l e c t e d  f ew out 

o f  t h e  o p p r e s s e d  m a j o r i t y  o f  t h i s  

o u n t r y .  We o n l y  n e e d  to t h i n k  b a c k  

at  t he  n u m b e r  o f  p e o p l e  who s t a r t e d  

w i t h  us in.  pr i mar y  s c h o o l s  to r e a l i s e  

I *  ^  Ch° Se Wh°  u l C i " a c e l y  r each  
the x h o 3 e  o f  us who l o o k  at

e h»r  V h  n a r r o w l y  w i l l  c o n c l u d e
that  t h e s e  m a j o r i t y  who c u l d  not make 

i t  w e r e  n o t  i n t e l l i g e n t  or  h a r d 

w o r k i n g  e n o u g h  to make  I t ,  b u t  i f  we 

l 0 ° k a c  C h e  s i t u a t i o n  m o r e  
a n a l y t i c a l l y  we w i l l  r e a l i s e  that  most

t h e s e  p e o p l e  had a o r e  a g a i n s t  them 
t n a n u s • ^



WHAT IS AZASO?
I f  you w e r e  t a k i n g  k e e n  i n t e r e s t  i n  

newspaper s ,  TV and o t h e r  media  d u r i n g  

1 9 8 4 ,  e s p e c i a l l y  d u r i n g  t he  a n t i -  

e l e c t i o n  campai gn ,  you s ure  h a v e  heard  
about Azas o .

Aims and Objectives
A z a s o  i s  a n a t i o n a l  s t u d e n t s  

o r g a n i s a t i o n  r e p r e s e n t i n g  a l l  B l a c k  

( " C o l o u r e d " ,  " I n d i a n "  a n d  A f r i c a n )  ‘ 

s t u d e n t s  i n  t e c h n i k o n s ,  t e a c h e r s '  

t r a i n i n g  c o l l e g e s ,  s o me  s e m i n a r i e s  a n d  

u n i v e r s i t i e s .  I t s  a i m s  a m o n g s t  o t h e r  

t h i n g s  i s  :

* t o  u n i t e  t h e  s t u d e n t s  o f  S o u t h  A f r i c a

* t o t a k e  u p  t h e i r  d e m a n d s  a n d  f i g h t  

f o r  a p e o p l e ' s  e d u c a t i o n

* t o  r e p r e s e n t  t h e m  n a t i o n a l l y  a n d  

i n t e r n a t i o n a l l y

* t o  f u r t h e r  t h e  w o r k e r s '  s t r u g g l e  a n d

*  t o w o r k  t o w a r d s  t h e  l i b e r a t i o n  o f  

women

History
A z a s o  w a s  f o r m e d  i n  1 9 7 9  a f t e r  t h e  

s t u d e n t s  r e a l i s e d  t h a t  w i t h o u t  t h e  

u n i t y  t h a t  e x i s t e d  d u r i n g  t h e  d a y s  o f  

t h e  S o u t h  A f r i c a n  S t u d e n t s  

O r g a n i s a t i o n  ( S a s o ) ,  t h e  s t u d e n t s  

w o u l d  n o t  b e  a b l e  t o  s o l v e  p r o b l e m s  

t h e y  f a c e d  a t  t h e i r  p l a c e s  o f  s t u d y .  

T h e s e  p r o b l e m s  w e r e ,  a m o n g s t  o t h e r s ,  

b a d  f o o d ,  l a c k  o f  a c c o m o d a t i o n ,  

h a r a s s m e n t ,  u n j u s t  a n d  u n r e a s o n a b l e  

l a w s ,  e x p u l s i o n  o f  p r e g n a n t  s t u d e n t s ,  

t r o u b l e s o m e  l e c t u r e r s ,  t h e  l a c k  o f  

d e m o c r a t i c  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n ,  a n d  t h e  

l a c k  o f  a c l e a r  p o l i t i c a l  d i r e c t i o n  

a m o n g  s t u d e n t s .  A s  a l l  t h e s  e~”“ 

p r o b l e m s  w e r e  c o m m o n  t o  s t u d e n t s  

t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  c o u n t r y ,  A z a s o  p r o v i d e d  

a n d  s t i l l  p r o m o t e s  u n i t y  i n  a c t i o n  by  

s t u d e n t  s .

A z a s o  w a s  f o u n d e d  a s  a B l a c k  

C o n s c i o u s n e s s  o r g a n i s a t i o n .  I n  

1 9 8 0 / 8 1  s t u d e n t s  r e a l i s e d  t h e  

n a r r o w n e s s  a n d  d i s a d v a n t a g e s  o f  t h i s  

a p p r o a c h  a n d  t h u s  A z a s o  h a s  a t  i t s  

1 9 8 1  h i s t o r i c  c o n g r e s s ,  m a d e  t h e  

F r e e d o m  C h a r t e r  i t s  b e a c o n  a n d  

f o u n d a t i o n  a n d  u s e s  t h e  n o n - r a c i a l  

d e m o c r a t i c  a p p r o a c h .

T h e  n o n - r a c i a l  a p p r o a c h  m e a n s  t h a t  

A z a s o  d o e s  n o t  i d e n t i f y  i t s  e n e m i e s  or  

i t s  f r i e n d s  b y  t h e  c o l o u r  o f  t h e i r  

s k i n .  I t  w i l l  w o r k  w i t h  a n y b o d y ,  b e  

i t  a s t u d e n t ,  a p r i e s t  o r  w o r k e r ,  

w h o s e  a i m s  a n d  a p p r o a c h  d o  n o t  c l a s h  

w i t h  t h o s e  o f  A z a s o .  I t  b e l i e v e s  t h a t  

t h e r e  i s  r o o m  f o r  a l l  t h o s e  w h o  h a v e  

i n t e r e s t  i n  a n d  w h o  w i s h  t o  

p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  t h e  s t r u g g l e .  F u r t h e r  

A z a s o  b e l i e v e s  t h a t  f o r  t h e  s t r u g g l e  

w e  m u s t  m o b i l i z e  a l l  h u m a n  f o r c e s  a t  

o u r  d i s p o s a l  to  m a r c h  to  f r e e d o m .

B u t  A z a s o  h a s  o n l y  b l a c k  s t u d e n t s  a s  

m e m b e r s .  W h y ?  I t  I s  n o t  b e c a u s e  

A z a s o  i s  r a c i s t !  O u r  o r g a n i s a t i o n  h a s  

b e e n  f o r m e d ,  a s  m e n t i o n e d ,  to  f i g h t  

a g a i n s t  p r o b l e m s  t h a t  a r e  c o m m o n  t o  

u s .  A s  b l a c k  s t u d e n t s  w e  f i n d  t h a t  

m a n y  d a y - t o - d a y  p r o b l e m s  a r e  s p e c i f i c  

t o  u s  o n l y  - a n d  h e n c e  A z a s o ' s  

m e m b e r s h i p  n o w .  F u r t h e r  w e  d o ,  w h e n  

n e c e s s a r y ,  w o r k  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  t h e  

N a t i o n a l  U n i o n  o f  S o u t h  A f r i c a n  

S t u d e n t s  ( N u s a s ) .

We are a s tuden t organisation, and our primary site o f  
struggle is educat ion .  We, however, know  tha t  our demands 
fo r  a non-racial and dem ocratic  educa t ion  system will never 
be m e t  in this unjus t order. This, therefore ,  necessitates 
ou r  con s tan t  partic ipa tion  in the b roader  struggle o f  o u r  
p eo p l j  at all times. It is for this reason th a t  we jo in  the 
UNITED D EM OCRATIC FR O N T  and  shall continue to 

| part ic ipate  in all its activities in a quest for a ju s t  , non- 
| racial d em ocra tic  S o u th  Africa.
I AZASO calls on  all o f  you to make 1 9 8 5  a year  in w hich / 
! o u r  people 's  d ream  o f  concretising our educa t ion  demands 
and  a d ream  o f  a strong united  s tuden t force shall be 
accom plished.

Democracy
T h e  d e m o c r a t i c  a p p r o a c h  m e a n s  t h a t  as  

a m e m b e r  o f  A z a s o  a n d  s o m e b o d y  w h o  

p a r t i c p a t e s  i n  i t s  a c t i v i e s ,  y o u  w l l  

c o n t r i b u t e  t o  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  a n d  

a d v a n c e m e n t  o f  A z a s o .  Y o u r  v i e w s  w i l l  

b e  t a k e n  i n t o  a c c o u n t  a n d  y o u  w i l l  b e  

' N e ^ c o i i  r a g e d  t o  c r i t i c i z e ,  e l e c t  a n d  

d i s ’c f p  l i n e  y o u r  l e a d e r s h i p .

A z a s o  w o r k s  v e r y  c l o s e l y  ( p r i n c i p l e d  

a l l i a n c e )  w i t h  t h e  C o n g r e s s  o f  S o u t h  

A f r i c a n  S t u d e n t s  ( C o s a s ) .  C o s a s  

o p e r a t e s  l i k e  A z a s o  d o e s ,  b u t  a t  h i g h  

s c h o o 1  l e v e l .

A z a s o  i s  a n  a f f l i l i a t e  ( m e m b e r )  o f  t h e  

U n i t e d  D e m o c r a t i c  F r o n t  ( U D F ) .  T h e

I U D F ' s  a c t i o n s  h a v e  p r o v e n  t h a t  i t  

u n i t e s  a l l  t h e  p e o p l e  o f  S o u t h  A f r i c a  

w h o  a r e  g e n u i n e l y  c o m m i t t e d  t o  m a r c h  

f o r w a r d  to p e o p l e ' s  p o w e r .  r\
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Azaso students challenge the education system

O u r  v e r y  p o s i t i o n  as  a p r i v i l e g e d  

m i n o r i t y  i s  a c h a l l e n g e  to u s .  To 

u n d e r s t a n d  a n d  a p p r e c i a t e  t h e  

c h a l l e n g e s  f a c i n g  t h e  b l a c k  s t u d e n t  

t o d a y  we n e e d  to t a k e  a b r i e f  l o o k  at  

the S out h  A f r i c a n  p o l i t i c a l  s i t u a t i o n  

and the  f o r c e s  w o r k i n g  to m a i n t a i n  i t .  

T h e  S o u t h  A f r i c a n  s o c i e t y  i s  o n e  t o r n  

a p a r t  by c o n f l i c t .  T h i s  c o n f l i c t  i s  

m a i n l y  b e t w e e n  t h o s e  w h o  o w n  a n d  

c o n t r o l  the w e a l t h  of  the c o u n t r y  and 

‘t hos e  who wor k  and p r o d u c e  i t  but  get  

n o t h i n g  o u t  of  i t  e x c e p t  t h e  m i n i m u m  

n e e d e d  to k e e p  t h e m a l i v e  so t h a t  t h e y  

c a n  g o  t o  w o r k  e v e r y  d a y .  T h e  

c o n f l i c t ,  i n e q u a l i t y ,  r a c i a l  

o p p r e s s i o n  a nd  e c o n o m i c  e x p l o i t a t i o n  

a r e  m a i n t a i n e d  by  t h e  s y s t e m  o f  

a p a r t h e i d .

We h a v e  s e e n  how o v e r  t h e  y e a r s  t he  

s y s t e m  h a s  s t r u g g l e d  to m a i n t a i n  i t s  

c o n t r o l  of  p o w e r  a n d  w e a l t h  t h r o u g h  

t h e  u s e  o f  l a w s  a n d  c o u r t s ,  

p r o p a g a n d a ,  c o - o p t i o n  of  s e c t i o n s  of  

t h e  o p p r e s s e d  p e o p l e  a n d  f a i l i n g

• t h e s e ,  n a k e d  r e p r e s s i o n  i n  the form of 

p o l i c e  f o r c e  and the  SADF.

O n  t h e  o t h e r  h a n d  t h e  m a s s e s  h a v e  

t h r o u g h  t h e i r  d e m o c r a t i c  o r g a n i s a t i o n s  

w a g e d  a p r o t r a c t e d  a n d  g a l l a n t  

- s t r u g g l e  a g a i n s t  a l l  a s p e c t s  o f  

' o p p r e s s i o n .  T h r o u g h  t h e i r  t r a d e  

u a i o n s ,  y o u t h ,  c i v i c ,  p r o f e s s i o n a l ,  

w-o m e n s a n d  g e n e r a l  p o l i t i c a l  

o r g a n i s a t i o n s  the  mas s e s  h a v e  r e s i s t e d  

and l a u n c h e d  r e p e a t e d  a t t a c k s  a g a i n s t  

the s ys t e m of  a p a r t h e i d .

As b l a c k  s t u d e n t s  i t  i s  i mp o r t a n t  that  

we  u n d e r s t a n d  v e r y  c l e a r l y  o u r  

p o s i t i o n  i n  t h i s  o n g o i n g  c o n f l i c t .  

T h e  c h a l l e n g e  i s  on  u s  to  d e c i d e  

w h e t h e r  we a r e  g o i n g  to s t a n d  a l o o f ,  

be  p a r t  o f  t h e  o p p r e s s i v e  s y s t e m  or  

j o i n  t h e  o p p r e s s e d  m a j o r i t y  i n  t h e i r  

s t r u g g l e s .  T h e r e  i s  no  r o o m  f o r  

" n e u t r a l i t y " .  I n  f a c t  n e u t r a l i t y  i s  

t h e  w o r s t  f o r m  o f  p a r t i a l i t y .  I n  

o r d e r  to  be  p a r t  o f  t h e  o p p r e s s e d ,  we 

must  t u r n  a l l  p r i v i l e g e  g r a n t e d  to us 

i n t o  i n s t r u m e n t s  of  s t r e n g t h e n i n g  the 

s t r u g g l e  f o r  d e mo c r a c y .  The s o l u t i o n  

d o e s  n o t  l i e  i n  I n d i v i d u a l  h a r d  w o r k  

a n d  s p e n d i n g  o f  s l e e p l e s s ,  a g o n i s i n g  

n i g h t s ,  s u f f e r i n g  i n  s i l e n c e .  T h e  

a n s w e r  l i e s  i n  o u r  u n i t y  so t h a t  we 

, can

1) C h a l l e n g e  the  e d u c a t i o n  s ys tem w i t h  

a l l  i t s  m a n i f e s t a t i o n s .  E x p o s e  t h e  

i n t e n t i o n s  a n d  e f f e c t s  of  t he  s y s t e m  

to a l l  our  p e o p l e .

2)  F i g h t  t h e  o v e r a l l  o p p r e s s i o n  a nd  

e x p l o i t a t i o n  w h i c h  o u r  p e o p l e  

e x p e r i e n c e  i n  a l l  a s p e c t s  of  l i f e .

The n e e d  f or  u n i t y  c a n n o t  

i n  a n y  s t r o n g e r  t e r m s ,  

l a y  e m p h a s i s  on  o u r  

b e c a u s e  by d o i n g  t h i s  we

be e x p r e s s e d  

We must  n o t  

d i f f e r e n c e s - '  

w i l l  o n l y  bfL

d o i n g  g o o d  s e r v i c e  to t h e  e n e m y .  0v£> 

u n i t y  ttust be b a a e d  on  t h o s e  t h i n g  

w h i c h  we h a v e  i n  c o m mo n ,  t h o s e  Ehlnge'-; 

t h a t  s t e m  o u t  o f  o u r  o p p r e s s i o n  and'  

o u r  c o m m o n  l o v e  f o r  f r e e d o m  a n d  

d e m o c r a c y .  O



The ' h i s t o r i c  Azaso Congress of 1981  
came up with Important r e s o l u t i o n s ,  
one of which was to campaign for an 
education charter.  This document was 
to contain  the educat i on  demands of 
the people of South Africa especi al ly  
the s t u d e n t s .  It is  i mp o r t a n t  to 
outline the objectives of the campaign 
for  us to b e t t e r*. ui;i*d e r st a nd t h i s  
Education Charter Campaign..

i

The obj^e£tives are as follows:
v- *  » " *

To c o l l e c t  the demands of  as many 
p e o p l e  as p o s s i b l e  ^ r e g a r d i n g  
e d u c a t i o n , .  through,  a p r o c e s s  of 
widespread consultation.  •

2.  To draw up a g u £d e f i n e  f or  a 
f u t u r e  e d u c a t i o n  ’ s y s t e m  ' I n  a 
democratic  South Africa , , ,  that w i l l  
satisfy the needs of a l l  the people.

3.  To a c t i v e l y  r e s i s t  and take  
i ni t iat ives  against oppression in a l l  
spheres of education.

4. To provide  a concrete  channel  for  
the student grievances arising out of 
inferior  education.

5.  To g u i d e  s t u d e n t  
years to come.

s t r u g g l e s  in

6. To f urther  understandi ng  of the 
role  of educat i on  in apartheid  South  
A f r i c a ,  and of  the  r o l e  
progressive education system.

o f

7.  To b u i l d  
strengthen  the 
a l l i a n c e .

8.  To b u i l d  

o r g a n i s a t i o n s  
campaign.

s t u d e n t  u n i t y  and  
n o n - r a c i a l  s t u d e n t

and s t r e n g t h e n  
i n v o l v e d  i n

t h e

t h e

9* To_ ireach and m o b i l i z e  as many 
sectors  of the community as p o s s i b l e  
around the issue of education (bearing  
in mind that educat i on  a f fects  
sectors of society) .

a l l

10.  To b u i l d  unity  between students  
and parents ,  workers ,  teachers  and 
members of the community.

iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiaiiiiliiiiii,tl,ifliimi{

Azaso uniting students for der
iiiiiiiim iiiiiiiiiiim n iin iin u iiiiiiin iiiim iiirm i
Azaso  and Cosas have  been campai gning  

a r o u n d  t h e  C h a r t e r  f o r  t he  p a s t  3 

y e a r s .  The  c a m p a i g n i n g  was at a v e r y  

low l e v e l  chat d e c i s i v e  q ue st i ons  had 

to be a s k e d  as r e g a r d s  f o r  i n s t a n c e  

t h e  n a t u r e  o f  t h e  c a m p a i g n ,  t he  

d i r e c t i o n ,  e t c .  Ic was  chen  d e c i d e d  

to form the Azaso Congress  of ' 84  that 

t h e  f o l l o w i n g  s t e p s  s h o u l d  be 
f o l l o w e d :

1.  T ha t  l o c a l  c o m mi t t e e s  f rom e ach  
A z a s o  b r a n c h  be f o r me d  to f a c i l i t a t e  
the  r u n n i n g  of  the  c a mp a i g n  at l o c a l  
l e v e l .

2 * To c on s u l t  wi t h  other  l o c a l  c l u bs  

^and s o c i e t i e s  i n  our  camp u s e s  f o r  the 

p o p u l a r i s a t i o n  of the campaign.

3 .  To c o n s u l t  a n d  I n v i t e  o c h e r  

o r g a n i s a t i o n s  of  the  p e o p l e  i n  our  

c o m m u n i t i e s ,  on r e g i o n a l  b a s i s ,  to 

f o r m  r e g i o n a l  c o m m i t t e e s  f o r  t h e  
talcing up of Che campaign.
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iocratic education
i i im i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i in i

d

To l o o k  a t  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  

c o - o r d i n a t i o n .

1 "L4.*

T h e  c h a r t e r  c a m p a i g n  

v i s u a l i z e d  as  a c o n t  i n u a t  i o ’rr ' 

p e o p l e ' s  r e s i s t a n c e  a g a i n s t  i n  

a p a r t h e i d  e d u c a t i o n , -  a 

e l a b o r a t i o n  t o  t h e  c l a u s  

p e o p l e ' s  Freedom C h a r t e r  " T h e  d o o r s  .< 

l e a r n i n g  and c u l t u r e  s h a l l  b« o p e n e d  

The c h a r t e r  c a m p a i g n  i s  a l s o  o u r  t o o l  

to h e i g h t e n  t h e  s t r u g g l e  f o r  a f r e e  

n o n - r a c i a l  d e m o c r a t i c  e d u c a t i o n .

1 9 8 4  h a s  b e e n  t h e  y e a r  o f  g r o w i n g  

r e s i s t a n c e  on t h e  p a r t  o f  o u r  p e o p l e  

on a l l  f r o n t s .  S t u d e n t s  t o o k  to  t h e  

s t r e e t s  b o y c o t t i n g  t h e  e x p l o i t a t i v e  

a nd  r a c i s t  e d u c a t i o n  s y s t e m  a n d  a l l  

' i t s  m a n i f e s t a t i o n s  t h r o u g h  p u p p e t  

r e p r e s e n t a t i o n ,  a g e  l i m i t s ,  c o r p o r a l  

p u n i s h m e n t s ,  e t c .  I t  w a s  a l s o  t h e  

y e a r  i n  w h i c h  t h e  w o r k e r - s t u d e n t  

a l l i a n c e  was  p r o v e d  i n  p r a c t i c e  m o r e

f i r m l y  than  j e v e r  b e f o r e .  That  y e a s ^  

a l s o  marked the total  r e j e c t i o n  of the-?:  

B o t h a - Ma l a n .  s t r a t e g i e s  to co-opt and  

d i v i d e  o^ur p e o p l e £ o a  r a c e  and c o l o u r : ^  

l i n e s  i e .  A f r i c a n  from C o l o u r e d  and  >  s 

I n d i a n  and a l s o  A f r i c a n  f rom A f r i c a n v f f  | 
( r u r a l  and u r b a n ) .  T h e s e  -  *  -  -  -  -  * •--- 

s t r u g g l e  a r e  p o r t a n t 
e d u c a t i o n

s y m b o 1‘1 ig;/. t 

pe o p l e h a v e

s i t e s  o f i  

. f o r - o u r 

the  y>i 

o u'#8a

S v  e

-Sv•s..one ou
o u

p A o  p l « o t
attack .
’•ht a

ran

T h  1 «  f " * m .
l o o k  at the  ;F r e e d o m  C h a r t e r *  we wi  1 1  i f i  

r e a l i s e  ; t h a t  - t h a*"-. JjVr e.e d o m • C h a r t e r 

r e m a i n s  p e s p o n ^ i .fe 'y . . the  : peop  1 e of  

S o u t h  A fr lc ^ ,- .  p r o t e s t i n g  a g a i n s t  the  

i 1 I ’Sg- aJ^eove rnment  of  t h i s  c o u n t r y .

The People’s Charter

The E d u c a t i o n  C h a r t e r  C a m p a i g n  was  

t h e r e f o r e  l a u n c h e d  a g a i n s t  t h i s  

-u a c k g r o u n d ,  f i r s t l y  i n  the  E a s t e r n  

a p e  i n  S e p t e m b e r  1 9 8 4  at  Rhodes^  

n i v e r s i t y . , :  N a t a l  a l s o  l a u n c h e d  the  

a m p a i g n  d u r i n g  t,he same w e e k e n d  asr, 

he E a s t e r n C a p e l a u n c h . O n e  of the   ̂

o s t  s u c c e s s f u l  l a u n c h e s  of  t he  

a m p a i g n  was  i n  the  T r a n s v a a l  where  

ore  t h a n  2 0 0 0  p e o p l e  a t t e n d e d .  The  

r e g i o n s  of  the  W e s t e r n  C a p e ,  O r a n g e  

Free St ate ,  etc ,  have  s t i l l  to launch  

the c a m p a i g n  at the  n e x t  o p p o r t u n e  
|moments .

O n e  o f  t h e  a c h i e v e m e n t s  of  t h e .  

e d u c a t i o n  c a m p a i g n  so f a r  was  the  

c o mi n g  t o g e t h e r  of  a l l  p r o g r e s s i v e  

s t u d e n t  m o v e me n t s  of  S o ut h  A f r i c a  

( A z a s o ,  N u s a s ,  C o s a s )  i n  a n o n - r a c i a l  

un i t e d  a c t i on .  . .

I continued on page 6 'O
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Education Charter 
Declaration

We, the peace-loving people of South Africa, 

'/VOTING:
0  that the separate and inferior system of educa
tion for the majority o f the people o f South Africa 
entrenches inferior and undemocratic ideas 
0  that the unequal education which students con
tinue to reject further deepens the present crisis 
0  that the so-called reforms including the de 
Lange proposals and the White Paper are mea
sures to ensure the continued survival o f Apar
theid education
0 that under this New Constitution Apartheid edu- 

f  tion will still be felt in our classrooms and the 
. Itural life o f our people will still be harmed

BELIEVING:
0  that education must be based on the needs and 
serve the interests o f the people 
0  that education should be accessible to all 
regardless o f colour, creed, sex o r age 
0  that reforms will not bring about a lasting solu
tion to our problems in education 
0  that ourstudents struggles arise out o f real grie
vances
0that education is not an issue affecting students 
alone but all sectors o f our society 
0that there can never be meaningful change in 
education until there is meaningful change in soc
iety

THEREFORE PLEDGE:
0  to unite as workers, women, youth, students, 
professionals, sportspeople, and others and fight 
side by side
0  to interlink the struggles in education with the 
broader struggle for a united, free, democratic 
and non-racial South Africa 
0  to engage ourselves actively in a campaign for 
an Education Charter that will embody the short
term, medium-term and long- term demands fora 
non-racial, free and compulsory education for all 
in a united and democratic South Africa based on 
the will o f the people.

Charter cntd.
I t  i s  h o p e d  t h a t  t h e  e d u  c a t i o n  

c a m p a i g n  w i l l  b e  t h e  c l i m a x  o f  t h e  

y o u t h  a c t i v i t i e s  i n  1 9 8 5  a r o u n d  t h e  

p r o g r a m m e s  o f  t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Y o u t h  

Y e a r .  I t  i s  a l s o  i m p o r t a n t  t o  s s

h e r e  t h a t  t h e  r e a l i t y  o f  t h e  C h a r  t'e'r'**^. 

C a m p a i g n  w i l l  b e  r e a l i s e d  t h r o u g h  

c o n s c i o u s  a n d  u n t i r i n g  e f f o r t s  o f  o u r  

p e o p l e  b o t h  a c t i v e  a n d  s u p p o r t i v e  s o  

t h a t  i t  c o u l d  b e  p o s s i b l e  t o  p r e d i c t  

t h a t  t h e  c a m p a i g n  w i l l  f o l d  b e f o r e  t h e  

e n d  o f  t h i s  y e a r .  A l s o  i m p o r t a n t  i s

t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  c a m p a i g n  w i l l  b e  

m e a n i n g l e s s  i f  i t  d o e s  n o t  g e t  t h e  

. . f u l l  b a c k i n g  i t  d e s i r e a  f r o m  o u r  

p e o p l e  e s p e c i a l l y  t h e  s t u d e n t s  f o r  i t  

i s  them t h a t  m u s t  u l t i m a t e l y  d e t e r m i n e  

t h e  s h o r t  t e r m ,  m e d i u m  a n d  l o n g  t e r m s  

o f  t h e  c a m p a i g n ,  a n d  w h e t h e r  t h e  

m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  p e o p l e  w i l l  k n o w  a b o u t  

the  c a m p a i g n .

We n e e d  t h e r e f o r e  to  c o m m i t  o u r s e l v e s  

t o  t h i s  o b l i g a t i o n  a n d  t h e  h i g h e s t  

i d e a l s ,  t o  s t r i v e  s p a r i n g  n e i t h e r  

s t r e n g t h  n o r  c o u r a g e  s i d e  b y  s i d e ,  

s h o u l d e r  t o  s h o u l d e r ,  t o  s t r u g g l e  

t i r e l e s s l y  s h a r p e n i n g  o u r  o f f e n s i v e  

u n t i l  t h e  i d e a l s  e s p o u s e d  b y  H e c t o r  

P e t e r s o n ,  E m m a  S a t h e k g e , B o n g a n i  

K h u m a l o  a n d  y o u  a r e  m e t  i n  a n o n -  

r a c a i l  d e m o c r a t i c  S o u t h  A f r i c a  w h e r e  

t h e  p e o p l e  s h a l l  g o v e r n .

A m a n d l a  a w e t h u ,  m a t l a  k e  a r o n a  1!*.

F o r w a r d  to  d e m o c r a t i c  S R C 's * 1.*

F o r w a r d  t o  t h e  E d u c a t i o n  C h a r t e r  

C a m p a i g n

F o r w a r d  to a p e o p l e ' s  e d u c a t i o n * !  ,

A l l  p o w e r  to t h e  p e o p l e  J1.1. @  |



THE FREEDOM CHARTER
T h e ’ S o u t h  A f r i c a  o f  t o d a y  i s  t h e  

r e s u l t  of  the common e f f o r t  of  a l l  i t s  

p e o p l e s .  T h e  c i t i e s ,  i n d u s t r i e s ,  

m i n e s  a nd  a g r i c u l t u r e  a r e  t h e  f r u i t s  

o f  t h e  e f f o r t s  o f  a l l  i t s  p e o p l e s . .  

But  t h e  w e a l t h  t h u s  c r e a t e d  i s  u s e d  by 

a nd  f o r  t h e  i n t e r e s t s  o f  t h e  w h i t e  
m i n o r i t y  o n l y .

F r o m  t h e  o u t s e t  o f  h i s t o r y  o f  o u r  

o r g a n i s e d  s t r u g g l e  t h e  i n d i g e n o u s  

m a s s e s  a s s e r t e d  t h e i r  r i g h t  t o  

d e t e r mi n e  the d i r e c t i o n  and d e s t i n y  of  

t h e i r  l i v e s  and the l a n d .

I n  t he  e a r l y  f i f t i e s  t h e  l i b e r a t i o n  

s t r u g g l e  was r e a c h i n g  new h e i g h t s  the 

n e e d  was  s e e n  f o r  a c l e a r  s t a t e m e n t  o f  

the f u t u r e  S out h  A f r i c a  as the p e o p l e  

saw i t .  Thus  was  bor n  the C o n g r e s s  of  

the  P e o p l e  Ca mp a i g n .  I n  t h i s  c a mp a i g n  

t he  ANC a n d  i t s  a l l i e s  i n v i t e d  t h e  

w h o l e  of  S out h  A f r i c a  to r e c o r d  t h e i r  

demands  whi c h  w o u l d  be i n c o r p o r a t e d  i n  

a common  d o c u m e n t  c a l l e d  t h e  F r e e d o m  

C h a r t e r .  L i t e r a l l y  m i l l i o n s  of  p e o p l e  

p a r t i c i p a t e d  in the c a mp a i g n  and s e n t  

t h e i r  d e m a n d s  o f  t h e  k i n d  o f  S o u t h  

A f r i c a  t h e y  w i s h e d  t i  l i v e  i n .  T h e s e  

demands  f ound  f i n a l  e x p r e s s i o n  i n  the 

Freedom C h a r t e r .

Congress
The Freedom C h a r t e r  was a d o p t e d  at  the 

Co n g r e s s  of  the P e o p l e  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  

ot  a l l  t he  p e o p l e  o f  S o u t h  A f r i c a  

wh i c h  met at K l i p t o w n ,  J o h a n n e s b u r g  on 

2 5  a n d  2 6  J u n e  i n  1 9 5 5 .

T hr e e  t h o u s a n d  d e l e g a t e s  who g a t h e r e d  

at  K l i p t o w n  r e p r e s e n t e d  p e o p l e  f r o m  

a l l  w a l k s  o f  l i f e .  T h e r e  w e r e  

w o r k e r s ,  p e a s a n t s ,  i n t e l l e c t u a l s ,  

women,  y o u t h  and s t u d e n t s  of  a l l  r a c e s  

a nd  c o l o u r s .  T h e  C o n g r e s s  was  t h e  

c l i m a x  o f  t h e  c a m p a i g n  w a g e d  by t h e  

A f r i c a n  N a t i o n a l  C o n g r e s s ,  t h e  S o u t h  

A f r i c a n  I n d i a n  C o n g r e s s ,  the C o l o u r e d  

P e o p l e s '  O r g a n i s a t i o n ,  t h e  S o u t h  

A f r i c a n  C o n g r e s s  of  T r a d e  U n i o n s  a nd  

the C o n g r e s s  of  D e mo c r a t s .

T h u s  t h e  F r e e d o m  C h a r t e r  b e c a m e  t h e  

c o m m o n  p r o g r a m m e  e n s h r i n i n g  

a s p i r a t i o n s  of  a l l  the f r e e d om l o v i n g  

a n d  p r o g r e s s i v e  p e o p l e  o f  S o u t h  

Af r l c a .

I t  i s  now 30  y e a r s  s i n c e  t h e  a d o p t i o n  

of  t h e  F r e e d o m  C h a r t e r .  T h r o u g h o u t  

t h e  y e a r s  t h e  F r e e d o m  C h a r t e r  h a s

s e r v e d  a s  a b e c a o n  a n d  a b a s i s  o f  

s t r u g g l e  f or  the s t r u g g l i n g  masses  of 

S o u t h  A f r i c a .  S i m u l t a n e o u s l y  t h e  

F r e e d o m C h a r t e r  has  r e mai n e d  a t h r e a t  

a g a i n s t  t h e  w h i t e  m i n o r i t y  r e g i m e .  

O n e  o n l y  h a s  to l o o k  a t  t he  d e m a n d s  of  

t h e  F r e e d o m  Char t e i r  to r e a l i s e  t h a t  

n o t  a s i n g l e  o n e  o f  t h e s e  d e m a n d s  can  

b e  m e t  w i t h i n  t h e  f r a m e w o r k  o f  

a p a r t h e i d .

Students
F o r  u s  s t u d e n t s  t h e  c l a u s e  w h i c h  

s t a t e s  that  " T h e  door s  of  l e a r n i n g  anc 

c u l t u r e  s h a l l  b e  o p e n e d ! "  I s  o t 

i m m e d i a t e  i m p o r t a n c e  a n d  r e l e v a n c e  

O n e  o f  t h e  b i g g e s t  c r i m e s  o f  t ht  

a p a r t h e i d  r e g i m e  I s  t h e  d a m a g e  i t  has  

done  to the d e v e l o p m e n t  of  the p e o p l e  

o f  S o u t h  A f r i c a  i n  t h e  f i e l d s  ot 

l e a r n i n g  and c u l t u r e .  On the one hanc 

t h e  m i n d s  o f  t h e  w h i t e  p e o p l e  h a v e  

b e e n  p o i s o n e d  w i t h  a l l  f o r m s  o :  

u n s c i e n t i f i c  a n d  r a c i a l i s t  

i n d o c t r i n a t i o n  i n .  t h e i r  s e p a r a t t  

s c h o o l s ,  c o l l e g e s  a n d  u n i v e r s i t i e s

To t hem h a s  b e e n  ma d e  a v a i l a b l e  a l l  

t h e  w o r s t  f o r m s  of  s o - c a l l e d  w e s t e r r  

c u l t u r e .  As .  f a r  as  t h e  b l a c k  p e o p l t  

are  c o n c e r n e d  the g e n e r a l  p o s i t i o n  1 : 

o f  d e p r i v a t i o n  a n d  r a c l a l l s t i i  

d i s c r i m i n a t i o n  a l l  a l o n g  the l i n e .  It 

i s  not  onl y ,  that  b l a c k s  are  v i r t u a l l ;  

d e b a r r e d  from the c u l t u r a l  p r o d u c t i o n  

of  m a n k i n d ,  but  i n  a d d i t i o n  e v e r y t h i n  

h a s  b e e n  d o n e  t o  p r e v e n t  t h e  

d e v e l o p i n g  t h e i r  o w n  n a t l o n a  

c u l t u r e s .  T h e  g e n e r a l  s t a t e  i s  t h a  

o f  a r a c i a l l y  m o t i v a t e d  l d e o l o g l c a  

e d u c a t i o n .

I t  i s  t h u s  a p p r o p r i a t e  a n d  o u r  t a s i 

f or  a l l  the p e o p l e  of  S out h  A f r i c a  an 

s t u d e n t s  i n  p a r t i c u l a r ,  to ma r k  th 

3 0 t h  a n n l v e r s a y  of  the Freedom Char t e  
by :

- p o p u l a r i s i n g  the Freedom C h a r t e r

- o r g a n i s i n g  the  masses  w h e r e v e r  the 

a r e  f o r  t h e  a t t a i n m e n t  o f  a S o u t  

A f r i c a  bas ed  on the Freedom C h a r t e r

- I n t e n s i f y i n g  the  s t r u g g l e  f or  a f re  

d e m o c r a t i c  and n o n - r a c i a l  e d u c a t i o n

Long  l i v e  the Freedom Cha r t e r l  -7



# i  «* C h e  - S o u t h  A f r i c a n

r h ««n t-  p o s e s  as  t h e  p r i n c e  o f

- t»«t we a l l  k n o w  b e t t e r .

y e a r  t he  N k o m a t i  A c c o r d  

S i g n e d  w i t h  M o z a m b i q u e . -  But  i t  i s  

t !- w i t h '  M o z a a b i q u e  t h a t  t h e y  n e e d  to 

nrjtite. p e a c e ,  b u t  w i t h  u s . '  T h e y  n e e d  to 

r e 1  e a s e  a l l  o u r  l e a d e r s ,  a l l o w  t h e  

r e t u r n  o f  a l l  t h o s e  i n  e x i l e ,  a n d

*  d i s m a n t l e  a p a r t h e i d .  But  n o ,  I n s t e a d  

s t h e y  s h o o t  u s ,  d e t a i n  u s ,  h a r a s s  us  - 

1 9 8 4  w a s  y e t  a n o t h e r  y e a r  o f  

k r e p r e s s i o n .

T h e n  o f  c o u r s e ,  t h e r e  w a s  t h e  n e w  

Cf>j8 t i t u t i o n  - " O n e  s t e p  i n  t h e  r i g h t  

d i r e c t i o n , "  t h e y  s a i d . T h e y  a n n o u n c e d  

t a p a r t h e i d  w a s  to  be  d i s m a n t l e d  

. 1 a r by p i l l a r .  B u t  n o j  we s e e  no

p S t 'n g e .  A p a r t h e i d  i s  b e i n g  n o r e  

j^jjfaly  e n t r e n c h e d .  T h e  w e a l t h  o f  the  

. ®j?„u o t r y  i s  n o t  s h a r e d  a m o n g s t  t h o s e  

’ ho work. .  T h e  d o o r s  o f  l e a r n i n g  a n d  

v u 1 t u r e  r e m a i n  f i r m l y  s h u t .  N o w  we 

^ f e s e e  t he  r i s i n g  c o s t  of  l i v i n g  as  w e l l  

as t he  e v e r  i n c r e a s i n g  c o n t r o l  of  o u r  

l i v e s .  L o c a l  a u t h o r i t i e s  a r e  to h a v e  

t h e i r  o w n  p o l i c e  f o r c e s  a n d  C o l o u r e d  

. a^id I n d i a n  y o u t h  a r e  to be c o n s c r i p t e d  

to f i g h t  f o r  a p a r t h e i d .

• T o d a y  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  p r e s e n t s  J u s t  

a n o t h e r  f a c a d e ; ,  a n o t h e r  p u b l i c  

. £ f e l a t i o n s  p l o y ,  a  p l o y  d e s i g n e d  .to 

‘ . p e r p e t u a t e  t h e  m y t h  o f  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  

o f  a r e f o r m  p r o g r a m m e .  T h e y  h a v e  

t o  r e l e a s e  M a n d e l ao ' f f e r e d1 ^  “  w *“ ** w 
c o n d i t i o n a l l y  of  cours e<

N e l s o n  M a n d e l a  i s  a man  o f  g r e a t  l o v e .  

A m a n  t h a t  s t a n d s  f i r m l y  b e h i n d  t h e  

s t r u g g l e  f o r  f r e e d o m  a n d  j u s t i c e .  I t  

w a s  f o r  t h i s  c o m m i t m e n t  t h a t  h e  w a s  

f o r c e d  t o  l e a v e  h i s  h o m e  a n d  f a m i l y .  

M a n d e l a  h a s  s p e n t  t h e  l a s t  2 2  y e a r s  in*  

j a i l  a n d  m o r e  t h a n  5  d e c a d e s  i n  t h e  

s e r v i c e  o f  h i s  p e o p l e .  I t  w a s  o n l y  

w h e n  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  b a n n e d  t h e  A N C  

t h a t  t h e y  t u r n e d  to  a r m e d  s t r u g g l e  . . .  

b e c a u s e  t h e y  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  t h e  d o o r s  

o f  p e a c e f u l  s t r u g g l e  h a d  b e e n  c l o s e d .  

T o d a y  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  m a k e s  a n  o f f e r ,  

o n e  t h a t  i s  t a n t a m o u n t  t o  m a k e  h i m  g o  

i n t o  p o l i t i c a l  l i m b o .  A n  o f f e r  t h a t  

h a s  b e e n  n o  d i f f e r e n t  f r o m  a l l  t h e  

r e s t  - a c o n d i t i o n a l  o f f e r .

M a n d e l a  h a s  s a i d  no  to B o t h a .  He s a y s  

t h a t  i t  i s  u p  t o  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  t o  

d e n o u n c e  v i o l e n c e .  I t  i s  t h e  

a p a r t h e i d  s y s t e m  t h a t  i s  t h e  c a u s e  o f  

v i o l e n c e .  I n  f a c t  t h e  a p a r t h e i d  

s y s t e m  i s  i n h e r e n t l y  v i o l e n t .  We a l l  

k n o w  t h e  v i o l e n c e  o f  t h e  p a s s  l a w s ,  

t h e  v i o l e n c e  o f  d e t e n t i o n ,  t h e  

v i o l e n c e  o f  t h e  G r o u p  A r e a s  A c t  - t h e  

v i o l e n c e  o f  a p a r t h e i d .  I t  i s  u p  t o  

t h e  g o v e r n m e n t 1 t o  e n d  t h i s  v i o l e n c e  

a n d  n o t  t o  d i s g u i s e  i t  i n  t h e  n a m e  o f  

r e f o r m .

L o n g  l i v e  M a n d e l a !

A L U T A  C O N T I N U A !

WOMEN UNITE
. » T&e Womens'  Or g a n i s a t i o n  of AZASO pays 

t r i b u t e  to the women of South  Afjrica 

^ °  h a v e ,  an d  s t -I' 1 1 d o ,  s t r u g g l e  
B r e - l e n t l e s s l y  to overcome- o p p r e s s i o n  

n d e x p l o i t a t i o n  i n  a l l  i t s  

fcanlf e s t a t l o n .  I n  s t r u g g l e ,  women 

3 . 1 * c o v e r  and e x e r c i s e  a power  whi c h  

' e f f e c t i v e l y  p r o v i d e s  them a new 

' . i dent i ty  d i f f e r e n t  from that  . w h i c h  

• o c l e t y  p r o j e c t s . .  T h i s  i d e n t i t y  Is 

and can o n l y  be a new d e g r e e  of  f a c i a l  

power.  We b e l i e v e  that the l i b e r a t i o n '  

of a people  cannot be achieved  as long 
as women are held  In  bondage.

G e n e r a l l y  speaking,  women are the most 
o p p r e s s e d ,  h u m i l i a t e d  and e x p l o i t e d  

people  In society .  It Is not po s s i b l e  
to  g e t  r i d  o f  tJje s y s t e m  o f  

e x p l o i t a t i o n  whi l e  keeping one part of 
t he  s o c i e t y  u n o r g a n i s e d . -  I t  i s  

I m p e r a t i v e  for- women ( s t u d e n t s )  to 
s ta r t  o r g a n i s i n g  one a n o t h e r  and t d **^

► d i s c u s s  the p r o b l e ms  they  fa c e  as 
,  women. Women should  be organised and 

be a b l e  to t each  one a n o t h e r  about  
b a s i c  i s s u e s  l i k e  c o n t r a c e p t i v e s ,  
h e a l t h  p r o b 1 e m• . T h e y  s h o u l d  a l s o

d i s c u s s  h°w the p o l i t i c a l ,  economic  izxso n«»i*tt*r is tdic«d by chru£cobo ud 
and social  I n j u s t i c e s  a f f ect  them. ••ch of i j«n s«it» *»«nvw, joh»nn.»i>ur9

We must m o b i l i s e  a l l  women so that  

t-hey f e e l  the need to p a r t i c i p a t e  In 

c o n c r e t e  t a s k s ,  to f e e l  r e s p o n s i b l e  
and to be a c t i v e l y  e ngage d  In  the 

t r a n s f o r m a t i o n  of  s o c i e t y  I n t o  one 
where  d i g n i t y .  J u s t i c e  and f reedom 
p r e v a i l s .

The l aws  such as I n f l u x  c o n t r o l ,  the 

h o m e l a n d  system and the myth that  

w o m e n s '  p l a c e  i s  i n  the  k i t c h e n  

c o n t r i b u t e  in  i s o l a t i n g  women.  This  

makes i t  d i f f i c u l t  f o r  women to see 
that  t h e i r  p r o b l e ms  can be s o l v e d  

through c o l l e c t i v e  action.  Women are 
oppressed not only as b l a c k s  but also  
as w o r k e r s .  Thus i t  la n e c e s s a r y  to 
organise  women.

Women are  i n v i t e d  

Womens '  Group.

Tsogang Basadll

Vukani  Makhoslkaril

Women Awakel

to J o i n  the AZASO
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