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X To begin with we have taken 5 years training in medicine 

matriculation.* At ,the> en &*c ^the  final year we were each given a 

'•Diploma in Medical-Aid". Strange to say this 'Diploma1 is not re- 

coginised in the med-ical world,in fact, it is unknown. Once a man 

decides to leave Government service this ’ diploma* is useless to 

him. He is just as good as a man who has never done "this course".

G( Nobody seems to know exactly what the "medical aidS" are sup

posed to do and what they are not supposed to do. We are supplied 

with stethoscopes and have teeen trained to use them. In the field , 

it has been pointed out to us that it is illegal for us to use 

stethoscopes because we are not qualified. When we appeal to those 

people who trained us we are told that we should only use our 

stethoecopes when nobody sees u s , i .e . ,u s e  them privately,

I f j l  About 50% to 60% of our work is doing dressings. In fact,one 

of us does nothing else but dressings the whole year round. About 

70% of our training has been wasted. A medical aid can be told to 

do anything. In fact, there is nothing infra d ig , ,  "or a medical



Medical n s o U t or K a t in s in tT-̂

p ortu.iitloe for training of natives here as well as abroad* She 

raU‘ t " 0t r°b -SrSflf or « »  contribution that the Africa M y  « * .

If  given an opportunity. The African ahou d be trained Tor the asae 

qualification ^  t o m n t l i a a i  - u  reflect unfavourably

to ooth. Buaaries « » t  he provided tor able but poor African* „ho

wlai to study abBoad until such tin. a., our gove.na.ent vill be „ ii i i„B to 

establish training facilities for natives.

Of recent dfi<:o rmmh Has been said about the so-oailed health

assistants trained!#* two tothree years. Although they nay render useful

service m d .r  strict s^ervieion and surveilanc. by Medici practitioner,

the, ,,*0,1  be redtmdeut and unnecessary In o.,r syste. of n«dical

practice we h « ,  established a high standard for both f.uropean

a-nd Africans m.d we ^ s t  tatnu.u, it . These men tr-alneu in the « * »

school . .  « 0 1 « 1  assistants .i l l  Pose a . coctors and practise aedicine.

It nost be rcm«.nberd that the ordinary patient will net at^p to

ejamlrjt their qualifications. Their misoe«,s will refloc very !

unfavourably upon the ecklll and knowledge of' »m  tr
EB W 1#aS8 Qt u ll African r^,iCtifc.iopf.rn

Sosie buy fchotc men woald ho u^a'ipn&O to fcveaf « »  ,,
^  ̂ co * v »n ci.Geabc.ij /aid

diagonose Infectious dieo&so, uch suggestions cause one to smile, bec*ar.e 

most of u* h m  found by experience mad extensive observation that the 

treatment of venereal disease* like that of midwifery csll*- for special 

skill and s ecialized trulnl g . As to the ability  of these men to 

cisgnoae re ofcr. only say mrni who have- trained scientifically  vxfr KX&

5 - 10 .veers often find  themselves unable co make this snap and 9~ot 

d iagnoses  expected of these men. These Health assistants will not be 

necessary In our health sc Herne. They would do some good, I  admit, but 

the possibilities for doing h a m  that is irre arable outweigh the advar tages, 

The »li direct and indirectly be unfair competitors to the Riedical 

rractitloners as a whole and w ill thereby tendto lover the standard of 

the p ro v is io n  in South Africa*

Nurses i;nd wldwives we neod, ard people i re beginning to 

appreciate their work. There is scope for them In urban and eventus 

'1  1 be in the territories i f  found iodic 1 services can be ectabli 

ith  vis.! ting nursing stuff under the district surgeon or M s  asr
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