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"PEOPLE ARB ASKING CON O R E '3 ALLOWED IT.iELf 

TO BE TAKEN TTIAWARES BY THF GOTERHIT'.NT WHEN

IT C O ’LD HAVE rxiT ITS PLA'IS HEADY TO ALLOW 

FOR CONTINGENCIES. **

I assume that by "people" is meant those who 

consider theraselvea ae msre disinterested apectatora, 

in no way involved in or affected by the political 

atorms which are to-day raging with unprecedented fury 

over the face of 3outh A f r i c a  .Tr auch people the Weatern 

Areas has been an arena wherein they hoped to witness a 

claeh between the Government and Congress. According to 

them Congrees failed to turn up at the appointed hour, 

and the dey, much to their dieappointment, peeeed uneventful.

And now the Congress is required to aocount for ite 

failure to entertain the spectators.

The Congress is not in the position of 

s gladiator. On the contrary, it is dha»pioning ths osuse 

of the oppress**5 and the unprivileged! it is fighting, 

t S>erheps dsspsrstely, in defsnoe of whet appear to be the 

^ -T ilaat veetigee of democracy in 3outh Africsj it is resisting 

^  the auatainsd and calculated onslsught on the rights of

Y O -  r«oplsi it is opposing wanton destruction of property

and legaLiaed robbery, of which the Weatern Areaa Removal 

x\. scheme is but a single instance} it ia atriving to free 

South Africa and its people from the bonda of racieliam,

|  fear .rid f..clam, .nd .lac froa th. growing lnold.no. of 

p o l i t i c a l  lunacy in high p l a c e .  It 1. t h . m f o r .  not 

^ l . [0..d, ntr can It h. .xp.ct.d, to r.gard th. South 

i j i f r i c n  situation aa eon.istln,.; of a aarlaa of drtt.tlc 

U p.rfor««no.. atag.d for th. dal.ot.tion of on-look.ra, 

oho .r. .ntltl.d to d w . n d  «n .xpl.n.tlon If »NT .

p.r f o m . n o .  fall, .hort of th.lr «p.ot.tiona.
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If psopls ir« gsnulnsljr intereatsd in ths

South African situation of which thsy and ths Congrsaa are 

Integral parts, than they will aaa tha laaua of th# Western 

Areas in ita trua parapaotiva if thay ask, not »hy tha 

Congress allowad itaslf to ba takan anawaraa - which 

is in any svsnt incorrect, but rather, why tha Government 

auddanly found it eaaantial to avoid Saturday tha 12th 

February, which waa the fixed data of removal! and further

more, why tha Government thought it neceneary to mobiliae 

2,000 armed man to aecura the removal of a handful 'families. 

It waa in fact the Cbngraas whioh induced thie behaviour, 

end it mu at surely be edmitted that by ita conduct the 

government furnishsd the atrongeet proof of the power 

of the Congrsss end the effectiveneaa of ita oppoaition 

to the Western Areas Remcvel Schama. Tha Government, 

in effect, sdmittsd ths failurs of spsrthsid and Vsrwoerdiam 

and conceded ths strsngth imd unity of ths men and 

women of sll rsoss who atsnd rseolved to rsaist sll 

forms o^eggrsssion on .fundamsntsl human rights.

Ths fsot wes slso dsmonstrstsd to ths oountry that if the 

pressnt Govsnment osnnot fill the he^da of the people 

of Sfcith Afries with its own idsss it will not hesitats 

to fill t h w  with bullsts. [Ths Congrsss, with its frisnds 

and slliss, is sngsged in s bittsr atruggls for ths 

rsversal of this Hiltsr-inofirsd policy end the 

eeteblishment of true end full denocraoy in South 

Afriee.^
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1 It io incorrect to say that Congress allowed

itself to be ta'can unawares. Ir. the first place, the 

Government had announced that the removal would commence 

on the 12 February and this was the most suitable 

date f r mass action. It was, however, contemplated 

that the Government mirht endeavour to frustrate these 

plans by anticipating the removal date. In such event 

it was released that there would not be sufficient 

time to acquaint the people with the change of plans 

and to prepare them for action. In the afternoon of 

the 5th February we learnt for the first time that 

removal would begin the following morning and volunteers 

immediately went into action. Inspite of Police 

interference and intlmidation poor facilities and 

torrential rain they succeeded in transferring from the 

Buffer strip iO families during the night of the 8th 

Pebreury in the light of this aohieverer.t the suggestion 

that we allowed ourselves to be teken unaware is both 

ridiculous and absurd.

the
0 As is well known that/Annual Conference of

the African National Congress held in Durban during 

lest year resolved to boycott Bantu Education as from

the first of April 1955 on which date the native 

Affairs Department would take over the control of the 

so called Native Education. It was, therefore, 

reasonable for Congress to time the commencement 

of the beycett in relation to the aforesaid date.

During the intervening period of 3 months a great 

deal of work wan done and good results achieved.

Boycott :■ i -ittee have bean systematically established 

in many .rto of the Country and this « work continues. 

In some areas arrangements have already bee: mad* for 

alternative eV.cational facilities. finally it io

incorrect / » » • • • *



&
incorrect tc say that machinery for mas3 a c t o n  

can be 3et up ir. a vacuum. Experience teachac that 

the best way t^ organise th* peorle is a true action 

and thin is the line which the Congress is following 

with increasing success.

To begin with it is wrong tc imagi’-'* that the 

African National Congress could have defeated the 

Government on this single local issue of the removal 

of the people of the Western Areas. The Govemient 

will be defeated by the entire people of South Africa 

on the general policy of anartheid. The objective o t  

the campaign against removal was to foster a nenta 

attitude of non-corroboration with the Government 

and to compel it to secure the removal of the people 

by intimidation and the employment of force. This 

objective was achieved by the Congress the mobilisation 

of 2,000 policemen by the Government was the most 

emphasied recognition by them of the united opposition 

of the people to the Removal Scheme.Congress is the
*

only militant organisation that is ceasingly challenging 

the reactionary policy of the Government and ie 

superiorly confident end it will achieve ultimate 

victory.
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