
N ative huts taxed  by the im perialists.

I ;
lan d ed  their tro o p s  o f o v e r  20,000 m en, and their naval fo rce , consisting  o f three 
cru izers and e le v e n  d ispa tch  and gun boats on  this p ea ce fu l island. T h ey  w ere  
a fter  the sp oils  to  b e  gainedl from  this ex tra ord in a ry  rich  coun try , w'hich, in the 
hands o f an ind ustrious popu la tion , p rod u ced , am ong m any o th er  things: R ice , 
c o ffe e , sugar, t o b a c c o , rubber, m anioc, and van ille , the forests  w ere  r ich  o f 
v a lu a b le  w o o d s ; th ere  w ere  p lants for  m ed ica l p u rp ose ; ca ttle  b reed in g , silk 
w ea v in g  w as w e ll d e v e lo p e d ; wihile the m ineral rich nesses o f the so il-g o ld  
grap'hit, etc. —- p rom ised  lik ew ise  big d iv id en d s fo r  the F ren ch  capitalists. 
F u rth erm ore, F ra n ce  w a n ted  to m ake the island  a m arket fo r  her m anufactured  
g ood s , an ou tle t  fo r  her capital, and  recru itin g  reservo ir  fo r  her co lon ia l arm y.

After the conquest.

N ow , h ow  d o the p e o p le  o f M a d a g a sca r  liv e  tod a y , un der F ren ch  ru le ?
T h e first thing the n ew com ers  did w as to  in trod u ce  taxes on the natives 

(including a p o llta x , and a sp ecia l tax on land, ca ttle  and hou ses). In som e

parts o f the island, e sp e c ia lly  am ong t'he S aka lava  tribe, it took  the F ren ch  
years  to en fo rce  their ro b b e r y  system . A  nu m ber o f fights took  p la ce  on 
a ccou n t o f this taxation , during w h ich  the F ren ch  co n d u cte d  regular w arfare  
against the “ r e b e ls ” , burnt u p  v illages, and  m u rdered  thousand's o f men, 
w om en , and  ch ildren , or  d ro v e  them  o ff  their ow n  land. W h ile  the e con om ic  
situation  o f the natives, due to  their en s lavem en t and  the w or ld  e co n o m ic  crisis 
has gradu ally  b e c o m e  w orse  and  w orse  during re ce n t  y ears , their taxes have 
b e e n  in crea sed , e sp e c ia lly  in the cities .

M ad agascar, un like sev era l o th er  F ren ch  p osession s, is not rep resen ted  in 
the F ren ch  P arliam en t. T h ere  is on ly  a  s o -c a lle d  E con om ic  and F inan cia l D e le 
gation, com p o se d  o f tw e n ty -fo u r  F ren ch  w h ite  c itizens and tw en ty -fou r  natives. 
T h ese , togeth er  w ith  fou r E u rop ean  and tw o  m em bers o f  a "C o n su lta t iv e "  C ou n 
cil o f A d m in is tra tion  are su p p osed  to y e a r ly  "e x a m in e "  the gov ern m en t bu dget 
p rop osa ls . It goes w ith ou t sayin g that the co lo n ia l g overn m en t has a lw a ys b een  
a b le  to  e n fo rce  its p o licy , w ith  or against the " c o n s u lte d ”  n a tiv e  re p resen ta 
tives. T h is is not o n ly  true fo r  t'he tax es im p osed ; bu t it can  a lso  be  seen  from  
the fa c t  that p u b lic  w ork s  w ere  started  in M ad agascar, in o rd e r  to  crea te

(C on tin ued  on p age  18.)



Under The Yoke of Imperialism
How Britain Exploits India

B y B R A D M A N .

2) British T roops m arch
ing through the streets  
o f  B om bay

B ritish  im peria lism , fa ce d  w ith  the grow ing  rev o lu tion a ry  m ovem ents o f the 
to ilin g  w ork ers  and p easan ts o f India, has by  its ruthless O rdin an ces and brutal 
m ilitary  terror, turned  the cou n try  into an arm ed cam p  and institu ted  a reign  o f 
te rro r  w h ich  resem b les  m artial law  in all its brutal asp ects . N ew sp ap ers are 
su pp ressed , the right o f a ssem b ly  d en ied , u n p reced en ted  p ow ers  are con ferred  
on  m agistrates, and sp ecia l tribunals have the right to pass death  sen ten ces. 
T hou sands are bein g  arrested  ea ch  d ay  and all form s o f organ ization  w h ich  fight 
against this brutal reign o f terror  are su pp ressed . India has b e co m e  sim ilar to 
Ireland  un der the B lack  and  Tans.

M illion s o f p easan t farm ers are fo r ce d  to  ex ist  on sm all hold ings o f four 
acres, w h ich  un der m ost fa v ora b le  c ircu m stan ces can n ot su pport them . O f the 
huge agricu ltural p op u la tion , 37 m illion  are lan dless and s ix  m illion  are d ebt 
slaves. In the tow n s thousands o f w ork ers  are fa ce d  w ith w age cuts in the

1) Indian W om en and 
Children Sent to Jail



a lread y  appalling  low  av erag e  rates o f  pay, less than on e  shilling p er day. Short 
tim e, rationa lization , un em p loym en t, and sp eed in g  up system s con fron t the w o r k 
ers in India as in Britain .

T he im p ov erish ed  peasants a re  fa ce d  w ith  in creased  taxation . In C hittagong 
52 v illages  are ca lled  to p a y  an ad d ition a l p o lice  tax  w ith in  fou rteen  days. °

In m any areas the p easan ts are organ izing  cam paigns against in creased  
taxation , paym en t o f rents, and e jectm en ts . Such  m ovem en ts are ruth lessly  
su ppressed , as in Burma'h, w h ere  it is c la im ed  that 10,000 peasan ts have b een  
m urdered ' by  tihe arm ed  fo rces  o f im perialism .

T he rev o lu tion a ry  struggle o f the p easan ts and w ork ers  d e v e lo p s  y ear by  
year. In the past the Indian N ational C ongress under G an dh i has been  ab le  to 
con tro l this huge fo rce  by  his a d v oca tin g  n o n -v io le n c e  and subm ission  to  all the 
brutalities o f B ritish im perialism . S lo w ly  the great m a jor ity  o f the tailing m asses 
o f India w h o w e re  den ied  all form s o f  e lem en ta ry  e d u ca tion — are beginning to 
understand' the igames p lay ed  b y  the agen ts o f  British im perialism  w ith  their 
p o licy  o f n o n -v io le n ce .

In M arch , 1929, the .governm ent o f India co m m en ced  its cam paign against the 
class organ izations o f  the w ork ers  and p easan ts b y  the arrest o f 31 o f their fo r e 
m ost lea d ers  and p lacing  them  o n  trial a t M leerut on a charge o f "co n sp ir a c y  
against the king. T h e  m ajority  o f these h ero ic  fighters, w h o  in c lu d e d  the w h ole  
E x ecu tiv e  C om m ittee  o f the w ork ers ' and peasan ts ' party , have b een  in ca rcera ted  
in jail s in ce  M arch , 1929, and n ow  the G ov ern m en t o f India is carry in g  out its 
brutal cam paign  o f terror in e v e ry  tow n  and v illage throughout India.

In e v e r y  part o f  the E m pire— C anada, Ireland , C yprus, A u stra lia , N ew  Z e a 
land, South  A fr ica  and the W e st  Indies— cam paigns o f terror are bein g  carried  
out w ith  the k n o w le d g e  and con sen t and d irection  o f  M a cD o n a ld  and the N ational 
G overn m en t in B ritain . T he iLabour P arty  and the In d ep en d en t L abou r P arty  play 
their ro le  in assisting this p o licy  aim ing at the su bord in ation  o f m illions upon 
m illion s to the in terest o f the b lo o d -th irs ty  im peria lists, w h o are cuttin g  w ages, 
creatin g  arm ies o f un em p loyed , and sp e e d in g  up the inhum an system s o f e x p lo i
tation o f the w or'king class in G re a t  B ritain  also. T h e  fight fo r  the in d ep en d en ce  
o f India from  British im perialism  and the libera tion  o f the to ilers o f India as w ell 
as A fr ic a  and the oth er co lon ies  from  cap ita lis t  e x p lo ita tion  is in separab le  from  
the fight o f  the B ritish w ork ing  class against w age cuts amd all form s o f cap ita lis t 
ex p lo ita tion . T h e  fight is against on e  com m on  class en em y —  B ritish im 
p eria lism .



(C on tin u ed  from  page 15.)

p ro fita b le  in vestm en t fo r  F ren ch  ban kers and to fa c ilita te  sp ecu la tion s o f foreign  
lan dow n ers and traders. F or  the p u rpose  o f carry in g  out these s o -c a lle d  public  
w ork s , the c o lo n y  had to  con tra ct  loan s. L ater, further loans had to  be  m ade 
fo r  the liq u id ation  o f form er loan s, an d  as a result, from  the tim e M ad agascar 
has b een  "b le s s e d "  b y  F ren ch  adm in istration , a p u b lic  'debt o f £ 4,200,000 has 
been  co n tra cte d : It goes  w ith ou t sayin g that the y ea r ly  interests on  these loans 
h a ve  to  b e  paid  from  tax es e x to r te d  out o f the sw ea t and b lo o d  o f the M alaga- 
sian w ork ers  and peasants.

T o g e th e r  w ith  the p u b lic  w ork s, an oth er gift o f  E u rop ean  “ c iv iliz a tion "  w h ich  
has b een  lav ish ly  bestow ed) upon  the natives, is: F o r c e d  L abou r. O fficia lly , this 
is said  to have b een  ab o lish ed  in 1901. B ut the truth is that, until the present 
■day thousands o f na tives are bein g  con d em n ed  y e a r ly  b y  the native  tribunals 
o f  " ju s t ic e "  to b e  e m p loy ed  under the fo r c e d  lab ou r  system . T his "p u n ish m en t" 
is in flic ted  u p on  these n atives for  the m ost triflin g  "cr im e s "  and con stitu tes a 
p ro fita b le  sou rce  o f ch eap  lab ou r  fo r  the w h ite  rulers.

T h e  M alagasians are a lso  fo r c e d  to serv e  in the F ren ch  co lon ia l arm y. In 
p e a ce  tim e the troop s  in M ad ag ascar  are m ade up o f 5,736 n a tives  and 
1,542 E uropeans. T h e  p o lice  and! m ilitia, consisting  o f  3,300 natives, are m ain
ta in ed  out o f the lo ca l bu dget. It is a fine ex p ress ion  o f the un broken  in 
d ep en d en t sp irit o f the M alagasies that they  can  cla im  for  th em selves  the fact 
that not on e  M alagasy  se rv ed  w illin g ly  in the F ren ch  arm y during the w orld  
w ar. T h ere  is no d ou bt that the M alagasian  youth  o f to d a y  is going to live 
up to this an ti-m ilitarist tradition , w h en  the F ren ch  im peria lists w ill again try 
to carry  out their ruthless d esires o f setting the w or ld  a flam e by  attack in g 
the first W o r k e r s ’ C oun try , S ov ie t  R ussia. T h ere  is certa in ly  not going to b e  
on e  M alagasian  youth , w h o w ou ld  perm it the F ren ch  im peria lists to  use him as 
ca n n on -fod d er .

Capitalist T error .
W h a t has a rou sed , m ore than anything e lse , the sp irit o f p ro test and revo lt  
am ong the n atives in re cen t y ears , is the system  o f F ren ch  " ju s t ic e "  as it is 
be in g  ad m in istered  in M ad agascar.

F orced  L abour in Madagascar N atives D riven  from  their Own Land



U n d er this p resu m ably  m ost " l ib e r a l"  co lon ia l p ow er , F rance, there are tw o 
d istrict system s o f  J u stice "  institu ted  in the island. O n e, rep resen ted  by  the 
usual F ren ch  courts , —  fo r  the "civ ilize-d" p eop le , that is, the w h ites and the 
n ative cap ita lis t class, and an oth er, r ep resen ted  b y  tribunals co m p o se d  o f 
adm in istrative  o fficia ls , fo r  the n a tive  to ilin g  m asses. This system  o f " ju s t ic e "  
is b a sed  on  a d e cre e  o f 1909, and although there is a p oss ib ility  to “ a p p ea l"  
from  the lo w e r  to h igh er tribunals, it m akes no d iffe ren ce  to  the p oor  p e o p le  
tor they are  en tire ly  at the m ercy  o f a u tocra tic  w h ite  and native  officia ls .

A s  a result, h a rd ly  a d a y  p asses w ith ou t som e sh ock in g  outrages against 
the w ork in g  m asses in the nam e o f  " ju s tice ” . F or  in stan ce , a n a tiv e  b y  the nam e 
o t  Kahitsaka w h o w as w ork ing  on a fo r c e d  lab ou r gang, b eca u se  he d e fen d ed  
■hanselt against the b lo w s  o f his w h ite  ov e rse e r , w as tied  t o  a tree, cru e lly  b ea ten  
b y  his torturer in this p osition  and then le ft so  fo r  three davs. His fr ien d s w ere  
even  p rev en ted  from  giving him  fo o d . A g a in , an oth er na tive , iby the nam e o f 
R ap aoli, serving a term  o f im prisonm ent b eca u se  he cou ld  not p a y  his taxes, 
w as hired  out to a w hite ra ilw a y  o ff ic ia l as a co o k , but su d d en ly  d isap p ea red  
and it is fea red  that he has b e e n  bea ten  to  d eath  fo r  the rid icu lou s " c r im e "  o f 
not having c o o k e d  the soup, on e  day, to his m aster ’s taste. E d itors w h o dare 
to rev ea l these and other cru elties  in their p a p ers  are bein g  p ersecu ted , h ea v ily  
lin ed  and im prisoned .

T o  enum erate a ll such cases w ou ld  m ake a b o o k . T h ere  is h o w e v e r  on e  
case , going on at p resen t, fought out d ay  by  d ay  b e tw e e n  the F ren ch  s lave  
m asters and the aw aken in g  M alagasian  m asses, w h ich  d e s e r v e s  ou r sp ecia l 
interest. It show s the beginn ing  o f an organ ized  un ited  stru ggle  o f  the M alagasians.

L ast y ea r  a co o p e r a t iv e  S o c ie ty  w as organ ized  at A n tan an a rivo , (the cap ita l, 
w ith a p opu la tion  o f  o v e r  70,000 called! “ U nion  des C oop era teu rs  M a lg a ch es" , 
ihe p u rpose  o f  w h ich  is to  d istribu te  the ch ie f com m od it ies  n ecessa ry  fo r  the 
con su m p tion  o f the to ilin g  popu la tion , to  m em bers, w ithout a trade pro fit. This 
C oop era tiv e  is a ffilia ted  w ith  the “ F ederation  N ation a le  des C o o p e ra tiv e s  de 
C onsom m ation  in F ran ce  as w e ll as w ith  the “ Miagasin d e  G ros des C o o p e ra 
tives de F ra n ce  . T h e  p u rpose o f  the organ izers o f  the c o o p e r a t iv e  ev id en tly  
was to m ake th em selves " in d e p e n d e n t"  —  as th ey  h oped ' —  from  their im 
peria list m asters, b y  prov id in g  fo r  their con su m p tion  on their ow n  c o o p e ra t iv e  
basis. T he F ren ch  authorities, in o rd er  to  crush e v e r y  attem pt o f the natives 
to im prove their e con om ic  con d ition s, have d ire cted  their a tta ck s upon  the 
c o o p e ra t iv e  m ovem en t. F or exam ple , from  the v e ry  first d a y  that the C o o p e r a 
tive  has op en ed , in S ept. last in A n tan an a riv o , the im peria lists and their w a tc h 
dogs have p ersecu ted  the c lerk s on all sort o f  fram e up charges. T h ey  have 
b een  hauled  b e fo re  courts w h ere  th ey  have b e e n  finedl and im p rison ed ; the 
p o lice  has sp ied  u p on  and t'ried to  in tim idate  the cu stom ers, and w hen the 
ed itors  o f the w ork in g  class p ap ers (w h ich  a p p ea r  u n der the nam es o f “ L’Aube  
N ouvelle", and “L’Aurore Malgache” ) d ared  to  publish  the fa cts  o f these 
outrages, they  to o , h a v e  been  rem in ded  that the M ad ag ascar  p e o p le  —  to use 
these  com ra d es ' w o rd s  —  are on ly  F ren ch  citizens for  the paying  o f taxes and 
serv in g , in the arm y, but they a're not su p p osed  to ev en  en joy  the d ou btfu l legal 
"righ ts”  o f a F renchm an.

B y any norm al p roced u re , the authorities, if th ey  had any o b je ct ion s  
against the C o o p e ra tiv e , w ou ld  ha ve  had  to  fram e up a ca se  against the S o c ie ty  
as such, or  against its p residen t, —  w h o is a w h ite  Frenchm an. But in this w ay  
they w ou ld  n ev er  h ave b e e n  ab le  to  w in  a n y  argum ent against1 the S o c ie ty  
w hich w as p e r fe ct ly  leg a lly  organized!. T h ere fore , w h at th ey  d id  and are doing, 
is to a ccu se  the n a tiv e  clerks o f  the shop, a fte r  p rov ok in g  them , o f all k ind o f 
" cr im e s ” , such as d isobey in g  p o lice  ord ers , e tc . T h ese  they  can  put b e fo re  the



native  tribunals and th ere  they  can  do w ith  them  w hat they like. T he com rad es 
in v o lv e d  have o ften  ev en  refu sed  to len d  th em selves  to t'he fa rce  o f an "a p p e a l"  
to the higher court, b e ca u se  they  w ou ld  get as little  " ju s t ic e ”  there  as in the 
lo w e r  one.

T his p ersecu tion  o f the M alagasian  C oop era tiv e  b y  the F ren ch  authorities 
and their la ck ey s  and sp ies am ong the p o lice  has n ow  b een  going on  for  half a 
year. M o re  anidl m ore the sym path etic  in terest not1 on ly  o f the rev o lu tion a ry  
w ork ers  in F ra n ce  but o f the in ternationa l w ork in g  class, has b een  aroused . 
But m ore rea l help  is n eed ed .

T h e  organ ization  o f  t'his C o o p e ra tiv e  can on ly  b e  con s id ered  as a first step  
in the m arch  tow a rd s  a strong, a c t iv e  an ti-im peria list m ovem en t o f the M alaga 
sian w ork ers  and  peasan ts. T h ere  is an o ld  th eore tica l sch oo l o f C oop era tion is ls  
in F ran ce, w h ose  spokesm an  is Charles Gide, w h o w ant to  m ake us b e lie v e  that 
soc ia l ju stice  andl e con om ica l freed om  can  b e  ob ta in ed  b y  p ea ce fu l coop era tion , 
— w ith ou t any class struggle. Our broth ers  in M ad agascar m ust not fa ll a 
v ictim  to  these  illusions. T o  w in o v e r  o r  to  elim in ate the cap ita lists b y  m ere 
persuasion , this has p rov en  a fu tile  attem pt in F ra n ce , in E ngland and w h ere - 
tv e r  w ork ers  have tried  it. It w ou ld  b e  m ore u top ian  a pl?.n in a colony, like 
M ad agascar w h ere  the F ren ch  im peria lists are ab so lu te  d ictators .

T he C o o p e ra tiv e  can be usefu l t'o the M a d a g a sca r  p eop le  in so far as it 
m ay help  them  to  ra lly  the native  to ilin g  m asses to  fight fo r  their e con om ic  im 
p rov em en t and n ation al in d ep en d en ce . But in o rd e r  to su ccessfu lly  carry  through 
ihis fight, it w ill be  n ecessa ry  to  organ ize  a strong, p ow erfu l m ovem en t em 
b racin g  all n a tive  p easan ts , an d  all w ork ers  o f hand and brain. T h e  must th ere 
fore  bu ild  p easan ts ' leagues, w ork e rs ' un ions and fight for their e con om ic, 
p o litica l and soc ia l dem ands.

T h e  F ren ch  im peria lists an d  their la ck e y s  (like the edit'or o f the reaction ary  
p ap er, “Union” , o f  T am ata ve), b e s id e s  using op en  fo rce  and intim idation , are 
also trying to un derm ine the grow in g  an ti-im p eria list spirit in the island by 
p lay ing  out the variou s tribes against ea ch  other, crea tin g  artificia l d ifferen ces  
and distrust am ong them . But our com ra d es  are n ot to b e  m isled. T h ey  are 
op en ly  refuting such  attem pts in their ow n  rev o lu tion a ry  press. It is n ow  up to 
them to  p r o c e e d  from  an ti-im peria list ag itation  and p rop agan da  to the building 
up o f a p ow erfu l organization for  them selves. A n d  it is the task o f the r e v o 
lu tionary  w ork ers  in F ra n ce  to do their utm ost in su pportin g  their broth ers in 
M ad ag ascar  w ith  a d v ice  and a ctive  help .

TO OUR READERS

B eginning w ith the n ex t  issue o f the "N e g ro  W o r k e r ” w e  shall publish  a 
series o f articles analysing the e ffe cts  o f the presen t w orld! crisis on  the N egro 
m asses in A m e r ica , A fr ic a  and the W e st  Indies, Tiy Cyril Briggs, the w e ll know n 
N eg ro  re v o lu tion a ry  journalist. N o N egro w o rk e r  or  s in cere  fighter against im 
peria lism  should  fa il to  read  these articles.

C om rad e  B riggs w ill not o n ly  re v ie w  the p resen t situation  in w h ich  the N egro 
m asses find th em selves in but, m ost im portant o f all, he w ill sh ow  them  the only 
w a y  in w h ich  they can  w in  nation a l freed om  and soc ia l em ancipation .

If you  do not y e t  get the “ N eg ro  w o r k e r ” , send us y ou r  nam e and address 
at o n ce , so  as to guarantee re ce iv in g  future issues. A  free  c o p y  w ill b e  m ailed 
to  you .



Believe It Or Not
Tribute From India

E v ery  year £ 160,000,000 o f cap ita l is draw n from  this pearl o f B ritish im 
perialism , the Indian "E m p ire " . T o  m ake sure that this tribute continues and 
expands, terr ific  rep ress iv e  m easures have b een  taken  against the w ork ers  and 
peasants throughout India; hu ndreds have b een  shot in co ld  b lo o d , thousands 
m ore in dem on stration s and tens o f thousands have b een  im prisoned .

A ll  rights o f free  organization , and P ress, and1 m eetings have b een  abolished .

The Poor Pays For The Rich

A  co lo n ia l O ff ice  C om m ission  rep orts  that in the B ritish  C o lo n y  o f M au ri
tius the p oor  la b o u re r 's  hut b ea rs  a tax  o f 12 p er  cent, o f its value, w^hile the 
p lanter 's  m ansion pays on ly  a tax o f one per cent.

T he w ords o f the rep ort  are — :
" A  fie ld  la b ou rer 's  hut, bu ilt o f w o o d , straw , and k erosen e  tins, w orth  at 

the ou tsid e  figure £ 1, pays I s .  3 d ., or, if d iv id ed  into tw o  room s, 2 s. 6 d .—  
in the on e  case  6 p er  cent, and in  the o th er  12 per cent, o f its tota l value.

" A  p la n ter ’s or  b ro k e r 's  m ansion, wi'th sev era l acres o f grou n d  and 
gardens, assessed  at £ 3,000, pays £ 30 or on e  p er  cent., o f its v a lu e .”

E v en  t'he C om m ission ers are fo r c e d  to  adm it that “ it is hardly  an ex a g g e 
ration  to say that taxation  in M auritius is in in verse  ord er  o f ca p a c ity  to p a y ."

T h e  peasant, w ith an in com e o f £ 30, has £ 3 taken  from  him. 'T h e  p lanter, 
w ith  an incom e o f £ 3,300, is ta x ed  £ 275.

A s  ev ery w h ere , w h ere  the British flag flies  in the trop ics , w h ile  su prem acy  
is m aintained by  a large fo r ce  o f troop s and arm ed p o lice .

Slavery in South Africa

A  n ew  law  has re ce n tly  b een  en a cted  b y  the South  A fr ica n  P arliam ent 
know n as the Service Contract Bill. T he aim  o f this B ill is to  d r iv e  o ff the land 
those squatters w h o m anage to ek e  out a sem i-sta rv a tion  ex isten ce  on the sm all 
p lots o f land  belonging ' to w h ite  farm ers L and  C om p an ies  an d  a b sen tee  lan d 
lords. T h e  Bill g ives the p o w e r  to the L a n d ow n ers  and farm ers to  con tra ct 
na tives and their fam ilies for a p eriod  o f six  m onths w ithout p a y  b y  p reven tin g  
the natives from  cu ltiva tin g  their sm all p ie ce s  o f  lan d ; it elim inates the c o m 
p etition  o f the sm all native peasan try  and p rov id es  the feu d a l slave ow n ers  w ith 
unpaid lab or, thus enabling them  to  co m p ete  on the w o r ld  m arket. It chains 
the n a tive  to  the farm er, for  it p ro v id e s  the farm er w ith  the right to w hip  his 
servant, either if he breaks his con tra ct  o r  is in solen t, and thus un der S. A . c o n 
d ition s m urdering and w hipp ing  o f n a tives b e c o m e s  sa n ction ed  b y  law . A t  first 
the W h ip p in g  clau se w as to h e  a p p lied  to  n atives u n der 18 on ly , but due to its 
great “ p op u la r ity "  am ong the farm ers, it w ill be  e x te n d e d  to  natives ov e r  
18 years o f age.

*  *  *

Blacks Not W anted —  in London!

O lu w ole  A y o d e le  A la k a y a , the co lo u re d 1 n ep h ew  o f the reign ing P rin ce  o f 
A b e o k u ta , N igeria , W e s t  A fr ica , w h o  is an O x fo rd  gradu ate and a student at 
the M id d le  T em p le , su ed  a W iest E nd h ote l at M a ry leb on e  C ou n ty  C ourt, and 
was a w a rd ed  £ 12 alleging that he w as re fu sed  adm ission.

A c co r d in g  to the "D a ily  H era ld ”  o f 2 /3 /3 2 ,  A la k a y a  w r o te  a letter  to the



h otel, whe-re he en ga ged  room s. On his arrival h e w as sh ow n to his room , and 
had co m m en ced  un pack in g  his trunks, w hen he w as to ld  b y  the m anageress that 
she w as sorry , b u t th ey  had  not room  fo r  him.

It came out that the real reason why he was told that was the fact that he 
had concealed from them that he was a man of colour.

M iss G ra c e  F oster , b o o k -k e e p e r  at the N ew  M ansions H ote ls, said . "I  did 
not e x p e c t  to  s ee  an A fr ic a n  gentlem an. T h ere  had b een  nothing in the c o r r e 
sp on d en ce  to  suggest it. It w as qu ite Englis'h.”

M r. John T hom as W a rren , the p rop r ie to r , sa id  if M r. A la k y a  had m en tion ed  
in his le tter  that he  w as an A fr ic a n  he would! n ev er  h a v e  o ffe re d  him a cco m m o 
dation .

“It would ruin my business", said  M r. W arren .
This case  sh ou ld  serv e  as an e y e  o p e n e r  to  N egro  w ork ers  in A fr ica  and the 

W e s t  Indies w h o are  m ade to b e lie v e  that the B ritish cap ita lis t  class is d iffe ren t 
to the A m erica n . It is hig'h tim e N eg roes  b eg in  to re m o v e  their b linkers and 
learn  w iio are their friends, and w h o  their enem ies.

*  *  *

Profits From Africa

T h e E qu atorian  M ining C om p an y  (F rench) has in cre a se d  its cap ita l from  
6,500,000 fran cs to 20,000,000 in fiv e  years. T his m ining com p an y  o f C on g o  has 
in crea sed  its cap ita l from  1,000,000 fran cs in 1906 to 25,000,000 fran cs in  1925, T he 
Shangha U nbangi C om p an y  in crea sed  its cap ita l from  12,000,000 francs in  1911 to 
36,000,000 fran cs in 1925. T h e  F o re s try  C om p an y  o f Sanga U nbangi rea lized  a 
p ro fit  in 1926 o f 8,000,000 fran cs nett and 3,000,000 m ore  fo r  liqu idation  o f debt, 
that is to say, 11,000,000 francs.

T he British Im perialists h ave d on e ev en  better . T h e  R o p p  T in  L td . o f N igeria , 
in W e s t  A fr ica , has p a id  out to its sh areh old ers b e tw e e n  1913 and 1928, 800 per 
cent, on  their shares. B e tw een  1922 and 1926 the E x -L an d s N igeria  L td ., paid  out 
117.5 p er cent, on  its shares. T h e  K ad un a  S y n d ica te  L td . p a id  435 p er cent on  its 
1917 cap ita l in the fo llow in g  nine years. T h e  R o y a l N iger Co. ex p a n d ed  its cap ita l 
from  £675,000 in 1913 to  £9,750,000 in 1926.

T he "B erlin er  T a g e b la t t ”  rep orts  the p ro fits  o f the U n ilever  C o., that p ro 
d u ces  m argarine out o f  A fr ica n  p rod u cts . T h e  p rofits  w e re  £4,304,217 in the y ea r  
1930. It m ust b e  rem em b ered  that this w as a y ear o f u n p reced en ted  crisis.

T h e  co lon ia l p rofits  a re  d e r iv e d  essen tia lly  through the e x p lo ita tion  o f slave 
and fo r c e d  labour, a g o o d  part o f these  s lav es  bein g  ch ild ren . T h e  various g o v e rn 
m ents, inclu d in g  those h ea d ed  b y  the S oc ia l D em ocra ts  lik e  M a cD on a ld , en force  
the va riou s  system s o f  s la v ery  and fo r ce d  labour, d esp ite  all k inds o f law s and 
leg islation  to the con tra ry . S la v ery  is ad m itted  to ex ist in E nglish S ierra  L eone, 
in A b y ss in ia , L iberia  (under U. S. p ro te ction ), F ren ch  E qu atoria l A fr ica , B elgian 
C on go , P ortu gu ese  A fr ica , in the Spanish and Italian p ossession s, and even  in 
E gypt and P alestin e.

*  *  *

Tw o Die for Theft of Fifty Cents.

T h e  first d eath  p en a lty  fo r  la rcen y  in the h istory  o f the state o f 
A la b a m a  w a s carried  thru here on  M a rch  11th w h en  P e r c y  Irvin  and Isaac M im s, 
tw o  N eg ro  w o rk e rs  w e re  bu rn ed  in the e le c tr ic  chair for  —  the theft o f 50 cents!

T h e  e x e cu tion  o ccu rre d  sh ortly  a fter m idnight in K ilb y  P rison, w h ere  the nine 
you n g  S co ttsb o ro  b o y s  are a lso  h eld . T h e  sen ten ce  against these tw o  w orkers 
reca lls  the death sen ten ce  m eted  out som e m onths a g o  to John M o o re , job less  
N eg ro  w ork er  o f  W in ston -S a lem , N. C „  for  the theft o f a pair o f w orn ou t shoes. 
T h e  death sen ten ce  in the ca se  o f M o o re  w as la ter  com m u ted  to life  im prisonm ent.



Negro Miners in South Africa
B y  Jam es W arren

In dealing w ith the con d ition s o f  the m ines in South  A fr ica , it b e c o m e s  im 
p era tive  first o f  all t'o show  the p ecu lia r  con d ition s  w h ich  th e  im perialists have

South  A f f k a  enSU re.,£or them Se,Vf S a sou rce  o f ad equ ate  Sllp p ly  o£ la b ou r . 
o f its C h t f  nH » 7 r  agr" UltUral C0Untr^- but the d ev e lop m en t
a W l r  U  m ln‘ ng ' p re d a to ry  im peria lists have put into op era tion
the crea tion  ' * Sp0Sf ^  the,  *oiIi,«  m asses ° f  th*  « e a n .  o f su bsisten ce , and 
r o b b e d  o f  th 1 reServe arm V ° f labour. T he n atives w ere
S i  t , J bein g  le ft  w ith  sm all .a n d 'u n fe r t i le  strips o f land h a rd ly
i  t  6 1 V aCCOnl e a rth 0f th eir  T h ese  strips o f land aretile s o -c a lle d  reserves .

R e p re ss iv e  law s are passed  b y  parliam ent, annually  p roh ib itin g  the lease  o f 
lan d  to na tive  farm ers and squatters. N um erous im p er io -feu d a l taxation  law s add  
m isery  and d egrad ation  to -the ex istin g  in to lera te  con d ition s. U nder these c ir 
cum stances in ten sified  b y  m ilitary  m easures the natives are co m p e lled  to w ork  
for  lo w  w ages; th ey  are  in d en tu red  on lon g  term  con tra cts— nine or  tw e lv e  m onths 

given !  tC° 7 le e ly  r°fm ,hf Ir farailies until the term ination  o f  these con tracts, 
p ounds t0 liVe in filth y ' Stinkin^ and o v e r  c r o w d ^  com -

T he p ecu lia r form s o f cap ita list ex p lo ita tion s  o f  the n a tiv e  m iners stand 
unique m  h istory  com p a red  w ith  any o th er  m iners in the cap ita list w orld  In 
sp ite  o f the high da ily  acc id en t and m ine phthysis w h ich  a ffects  enorm ous num 
bers ev ery  y ea r ; no com p en sation  b en e fit  ex ists. A s  soon  as signs o f phthysis 
are d iscern ab le  on a native  w ork er , the d o c to r  im m ed ia te ly  o rd ers  his d isch arge

a r< T k m ed  g m f g b 'n  a j mt ab, ° Ut ,ttle s ick n e ss and no com p en sation . H u ndreds
d epen den t’s j Z s f  h mU‘lllated annua%  n oth in * is g iven  them  or their 

p en d en ts  T h ose  w h o are m aim ed, are  throw n  out o f w ork  and thus b e com e  
the bu rd en  to their d epen den ts .

T h e  G o v ern m en t o ffic ia l statistics g ives us th e  fo llow in g  figures o f natives 
lu lled  an d  in ,ures m  acc id en ts : 1929 k illed  793, in jured  8 356 F or  t '  H
872, in jured  9  253. B ut when w e  lo o k  at these' ' o f f id a l ' ' J u re ! and ^ k ^  he 
c o n cre te  situation, havin g  the k n o w le d g e  o f  the d a ily  events in  the m m es then 
^  tb’at som eth in g  is ra d ica lly  w ron g  w ith  them . F u rth erm ore  the

fic .a l statistics d oes  not g iv e  us the actu a l death  ra te  oth er  than o f a cc id en ts  
as if  p e o p le  w ere  not dying y e a r ly  b y  the hundreds, as result o f the rotten

i n t r o /  r  <(and b a d s a n ’ tation. H o w  a b ou t the d igg in gs? D id  the g overn m en t not 
in trod u ce  again its d ip p in g  system : “ in o rd er  to sa v e  the native  p e o p le  from  the 
p llous d is e a s e . If so , w h ere are the “ o ff ic ia l"  fig u res?  (In South A fr ic a  the 
system  o f d ipping is n o t  on ly  a p p lied  to anim als but also to the native  p e o p l e )

T he w ork in g  d a y  is from  tw e lv e  to  fou rteen  hours o f ab so lu te  hard labou r 
w u h  som e one stand ing w ith a w hip  b eh in d ; bru ta lly  k ick in g  and cursing them 

he law  re cog n izes  no sk illed  n a tiv e . H e m ay b e .a s  sk illed  as the w h ite  w ork ers  
but the law s o f the U nion o f South A fr ica , by  its n o to r iou s  C olou r  

ar d en ies  him  the right o f be in g  sk illed . R eg a rd less  o f  the fa ct that he 
p erform s sk illed  w ork , his w ages rem ain  the sam e as that o f  a com m on  lab ou rer 
T h e  native m iner is u sed  for  boring the hard ro ck  u n dergrou n d  w ith a jum per 

d ham m er w h ich  ow in g  to the a w k w a rd  con d ition s  in w h ich  the lab ou rer  has 
to w ork  lying on  his b a ck  the w h o le  d a y  in  the w a ter  b orin g  a b o v e  his fa ce  is not 
on ly  ex h a u stive  bu t a lso  p h ysica lly  dangerous. T he d rillers  are su p p osed  to  be

th ree h i P16V  °I W  7 ?  1 ® ° f s ix Pe n c e - B ut if on e  fails to drill
d ay 's  w ages “  (Z£r0) in w h 'ich  CaSe he *°™ *eits his



W ith  the in trod u ction  o f m odern  d r ill-b o re , w h ich  is n o te d  fo r  e ffic ien cy , 
w h en  the w ork ers  are be in g  sp 'eed ed -u p  and the w o rk  m ore and m ore intensified , 
the "ga n g " has b een  r e d u ce d  con s id era b ly . T h e  d rillers o f  y e s te rd a y  are tod a y  
strollin g  up and d ow n  the stree ts  o f the m ining tow ns seek in g  not o n ly  w ork  and 
b read , bu t a lso  fo r  a p la ce  to s leep .

N ot sa tis fied  w ith  these m eth ods o f ex p lo ita tion , the cap ita lists in trodu ced  
a n ew  system  of r o b b e ry ; a system  o f d e ferred  paym en t b y  w’h ich  a m ajor p ortion  
o f the native  w ork ers ' w ag es are held  Iback and in v ested  in the banks in the 
in terest o f cap ita lis ts ' w h o  d ra w  huge in terest from  it. This system  of p ay  is 
k n ow  to the w h o le  state m ach inery , from  C. I. D. P o lice  to  m agistrate. This system  
is ruinous to the n a tive  w o rk e rs  sin ce  they can n ev er  get the ex a ct am ount k ep i 
ba c ’k from  their w ages.

In the D iam ond M ines o f  K im b er ley , South Africa

T h e e x p lo ita tion  o f the native  w ork ers  in the m ines has b een  su p p orted  by 
ch au vin istic cries  o f “ w h ite  su p rem a cy " o f the b ou rg eo is  p o litic ian s and labour 
aristocrats. T h e  lab ou r aristocra ts  in the m ines h a v e  con sc iou s ly  assisted  the 
ex p lo ita tion  o f  the n a tiv es ; th ey  act as ov erseers  driv ing the b oy s  fo r  the highest 
la b ou r  ou t-p u t. W lhile the w ages o f the w h ite  w ork ers  in norm al tim es have in
crea sed  from  21 to 25 shillings th ose  o f the N egro w o rk e rs  h a v e  fa llen  from  2,6d 
to  l,6d! p er  d a y . T h e  standard  o f liv in g  o f the w h ite  w ork ers  w as k ep t up at the 
ex p en se  o f the N egro w ork ers  b y  m eans o f the s o -c a l le d  c iv ilized  lab ou r  p o licy , a 
p o licy  o f  su p er -ex p lo ita tion  o f the im peria lists and the soc ia l fascists  in the co lon ies . 
T h e  C iv ilized  labou r p o l ic y  or ig in a ted  from  the s o -c a lle d  p act o f  C o lon e l C ressw ell 
le a d e r  o f the S outh  A fr ica n  L abou r  P arty  and G en era l H ertzog  lea d er  o f the 
N ation alis t P arty  and n ow  P rim e M in ister o f South  A fr ica , T his p o licy  w as 
form u la ted  a fter  the 1922 u p heavals, b y  the socia l fa scists and nationalists against 
the S outh  A fr ic a n  Paltry then in p ow er . T h e  essen ce  o f this p o licy  is to "em p loy  
w h ite  m en at w h ite  m en 's w a g e  in all en terprises and d rive  all the “ niggers out 
o f in d u stry ” . A  d em a gog y  to further d iv id e  the b la ck  an d  w h ite  w orkers.



T h e p ea r  1930-31,, e x p o s e d  to the w h ite  w ork ers  o f  S outh  A fr ic a  the real m eaning 
o f w h ite su prem acy  and c iv iliz ed  la b o u r” ; nam ely  that it w as a sm oke screen  
tor attack in g  the stan d ard s o f  both  w h ite  an d  b la ck  w ork ers . T hat w ith  the d e e p -  
enm g e co n o m ic  crisis a ll roun d  econ om y , short tim e, w a g e  cuts and d ism issals 
take the p la ce  o f w h ite  su p rem a cy ". O n ly  then d id  the w h ite  w ork ers  in the 
m ines begin  to rea lize  that the rea l "m e n a ce ”  to  their liv e lih o o d  w as not the b la ck  
w ork ers  but the im peria lists. T he w ork ers  are d a ily  throw n  on  to the scrap -h ea p .

he m ines are resortin g  to sh ort-tim e som e are  c los in g  d o w n  the shafts and in 
som e  extrem e cases  recou rse  has b een  had  to on e  sh ift o n ly . T he coa l-m in ers  
in N atal are facin g  starvation , and the liv es  o f our "p r o s p e ro u s "  d iam on d  d iggers 
m . N am aqualand, P ort  N o llfo rth  and the W e stern  T ra n svaa l are threatened , w hile 
the native w ork ers  are  hardly  ab le  to  earn the m iserab le  p itta n ce  o f  5 ,- a w eek  
h v e n  the rep ort  o f the chairm an o f "D e  B e e rs” , on e  o f the largest d iam on d m ines 
m  South  A fr ic a  an perh aps the rich est in  the w o r ld  ex p resses  alarm .

T he con d ition s  o f  the b la ck  m iners are w orse  than e v e r  b e fo re . T he im perialists 
m ine m agnates in South  A fr ic a  are carrying on a b ig  cam pa ign  fo r  substantia l w a g e - 
cuts and oth er e c o n o m y  m easures at the ex p en se  o f the w ork ers , e sp ec ia lly  N egro 
w ork ers . T he A fr ica n  F ed era tion  o f T ra d e  U nions, the S outh  A fr ic a n  se ction  o f the 
K .l.L .U . is m ob iliz in g  the w ork ers  against the o ffen s iv e  o f the capita lists. T he 
reform ists tra de  u n ion  bu reau crats , in  this situation , are assisting the 
em p loy ers  in this o ffen s iv e . T h e  w ork ers  are learn in g  that th ey  can n ot p la ce  any 
faith in these fak irs w h o  w ill not fight fo r  their in terests . T h e  R e d  T ra d e  U nions 
on the oth er  hand are  prov in g  their d e v o t io n  to the cause o f  the w ork in g  class- 
are becom in g  the rea l leaders o f the e co n o m ic  struggles o f  the w ork ers .

British Soldiers help in g the Japanese in Shanghai



Socialism is only a Matter of Time
B y  A u g . J. E G Y IR -B E N Y A R K U .

E d itor 's  N ote :
W e  reprin t this article  from  the “Gold Coast Spectator’ o f M a rch  12, 1932, 

m ere ly  to in d ica te  the spirit o f unrest w h ich  is b ecom in g  m ore and m ore w id e 
sp read  on  the A fr ica n  con tin en t. T h e  author show s the m ood  in w h ich  the native 
petty -ibou rgeo is ie  finds them self in, thanks to  the m ost  ca tastrop h ic  crisis w h ich  the 
G o ld  C oast has e v er  e x p e r ie n ce d . T his has ca u sed  great pau p erisation  am ong 
the peasan try  and m ass u n em p loym en t am ong the w ork ers , a d d ed  to w hich the 
im peria list ru lers are try ing  to in crease  taxation . T h ese  fa ctors  are causing the 
n a tive  m idd le  class to ex p ress  d issatis fa ction  w ith the p resen t e co n o m ic  system .

W e  d ra w  the atten tion  o f the author, as w e ll as our readers to the “ Study 
C orn e r "  in this issue, w h ich  w ill th row  m uch light u p on  som e o f the questions 
w h ich  p e rp le x  M r. E gy ir-B en yark u , w h o, although recogn izin g  that the 
presen t system  has brought u n to ld  m isery  to  m illions o f w ork ers  all ov er  the 
w or ld , d oes  not seem  to  un derstan d  the fundam ental con tra d iction s o f cap ita lism  
w h ich  can on ly  b e  so lv e d  un der a soc ia lis t  form  o f s o c ie ty  as is be in g  built in 
S ov ie t  R ussia tod a y .

*  *  *

T hink ing p e o p le  recog n ize  that a n ew  era in the evo lu tion  o f the ra ce  has 
b een  u sh ered  in. It is litera lly  'true that o ld  things, o ld  su perstition s, old1 p re ju 
d ices , a g e -lon g  barriers, are g iving w a y  and that unrest ev ery w h ere  is an ev id e n ce  
o l  the daw ning o f a n ew  day.

W e , in A fr ica  (G o ld  C oast in particu lar), are facin g  e x ce p t io n a lly  hard times 
due to  the w id esp rea d  trade d ep ression  andl ills atten dant un em p loym en t w hich 
p rev a il throughout this coun try . W e  liv e  in an Industrial S ta te  and are very  
m uch a ffe c te d  by  the d ep ress ion  w h ich  I b e liev e  is fe lt by  almost) ev eryon e . 
T h ere  can be n o q u estion  ab ou t the d earth  o f rea l statesm en  in p la ces  o f p ow er  
tod a y . D e m o cra cy  and sim ilar form s o f G ov ern m en t can  never b e  the panaceas 
their fou n d ers c la im ed  ''.hem to be , at least not so  w hen an y  p o litic ian  w ho 
p ossesses  m on ey  runs a cam paign  to 'hold o ffice .

It is ob v iou s  that the worldl is b a d ly  m isru led  at the present m om ent. I think 
there  can  b e  litlile d ou bt that the w o r ld  is n ow  reap in g  the fruit o f  inord inate 
greed  w hich has so ch a ra cterized  the C apita list system . T he present econ om ic  
con d ition  is, I b e lie v e , due to som eth ing m ore  than a m ere s lack en in g  o f trade 
If p rog n ostica tes  the d o w n fa ll o f C apita lism , and there  seem s to be  little  hope 
unless the w h o le  w or ld  em braces  the teach in g  o f C hrist, not m ere ly  to profess 
it but also to live  and think in it. T he ad ven t o f S ocia lism  is  on ly  a m atter of 
tim e. L et us h op e  great: m inds w ill rise to adm in ister the n ew  con d ition s.

C lose ly  exam in ing  the p resen t d ay  happenings on the G o ld  Coaist, on e  can 
fin d  that the d epression  that is p laguing the w h o le  w o r ld  has a ffe c te d  the G old  
C oast sev ere ly . C on d ition s are frightfu lly  op p ress iv e . H u ndreds o f a b le -b o d ie d  
p e o p le  are un able1 to get w ork  o f any sort, and the cou n try  is facing actual 
starvation  at the sam e tim e that the farm ers can n ot d isp ose  o f their crop s  at 
g ood  p rices . T h ere  is som eth ing fu ndam entally  w ron g  w ith  our c iv iliza tion  and 
that som eth ing  is, I b e liev e , the C ap ita list O rgan ization  o f so c ie ty . I lo o k  forw ard  
to the tim e w hen the m eans by  w h ich  m en live  w ill b e  ow n ed  and con tro lled  
b y  associa tion s rather than b y  in d iv idu als w ork in g  in their ow n  interests, and 
w h en  p rod u ction  w ill b e  ca rr ied  ou t for  the use and ben efit o f the p e o p le  at 
large and  at huge p rofits . If som eth in g  o f this sort can n ot b e  a ch ieved , c iv ili
za tion  w ill sm ash up co m p le te ly  and the w or ld  w ill rev ert to barbarism  and 
a n ew  “ D ark  A g e ” .



W e  the n ew  g en era tion  o f the G o ld  C oast should  p ossess  the w on d erfu l 
m eans to b ring  to ou rse lv es  su ccess  and p ow er. V ita lity  o f ou r brains should  not 
be  fr itten ed  aw ay b y  w orry , b a d  tem per, jea lou sly , h a tred  or  k in k red  ev il 
em otion s. Our a ct iv it ies  m ust be  a lw a y  a lon g  con stru ctiv e  line, so that our in 
te lle c t  should  grow  lik e  a flourishing1 tree o f  the forest.

They Shall Not Die!
E v ery  w ork er— w h ite  and c o lo re d , m an and w om an , em p lo y e d  and un em p loyed , 

all those w h o are op p ressed  by  ex p lo ita tion , p o v e r ty  and hunger,— m ust realize 
the sign ifican ce o f the d a y  set fo r  the burn ing to  d eath  o f the sev en  N egro  boy s  
in  A la b a m a , U. S. A .

T he S c o ttsb o r o  case , w h ich  has a lrea d y  b e co m e  on e  o f the m ost outstanding 
instan ces o f  fram eups in  A m e r ica  h istory , is n ow  in its se co n d  year. It w as on 
M arch  25, 1931, that the nine y ou n g  N egro  w ork ers  w ere  arrested  and charged  
w ith the rape o f tw o  w h ite  prostitu tes ta k en  o ff the sam e train as that on w hich 
the N egro b oy s  w e re  riding. S ev era l o f the b oy s  w ere  un der fo u rteen  years o f  age.

On A p r il 6, last1 year, a fter a fa rc ica l trial eight o f the b o y s  w ere  sen ten ced  
to death w h ile  the ninth— a dhild o f 13— e s c a p e d  death  on ly  b e ca u se  on e  ju ror 
h eld  out fo r  life im prisonm ent. T his ch ild  w ill again b e  tried , w ith  the g o v e rn 
m ent dem anding his ex ecu tion .

U n d er the lead ersh ip  o f the In ternationa l L abou r D efen se , the w ork ers  o f the 
U. S. A ., re in fo rced  b y  the to ilin g  m asses throughou t the w orld , ra llied  to the 
d efen se  o f the in n ocen t N egro  b oy s . T h e  best o f the w or ld  in te lligen tsia  including 
such w riters as M axim  G ork y  and R om ain  R ollan d , togeth er w ith  em inent p ro 
fessors and scientists, jo in ed  their passion ate  v o ice s  to this p rotest.

In that oth er n e v e r -to -b e - fo r g o tte n  m onstrou s crim e p erp e tra ted  b y  the A m e 
rican cap ita lists— the m urder o f S a c c o  and  V an zetti,— the v en g ea n ce  o f the 
ruling class w as d ire c te d  against m ilitant revo lu tion aries . In the S c o tts b o r o  case  
this v en g ea n ce  is d ire c te d  against b oy s  w h ose  on ly  crim e is that they are o f the 
p ersecu ted , op p ressed  N egro race.

D ue to the m ighty p rotest ra ised  b y  m illions o f to ilers the e le c tro cu t io n  
w h ich  had  b een  set fo r  Ju ly  10, last year, w as p ostp on ed . T h e  se con d  act ot the 
h orrib le  fa rce  then tartedi. T he ap p ea l to the S uprem e C ourt o f  the S ta te  of 
A laba m a  w as ov erru led , as had  b een  e x p e c t e d  T h e  on ly  d iffe re n ce  is that seven  
are to b e  certa in ly  e x e cu te d  w h ile  the eighth— a 14 -year o ld  b o y — is to  be  
tried  again.

T hese seven  you th s w ere  to b e  e x e c u te d  on M a y  13th! T h e  e x e c u t io n  is 
n ecessa ry  in ord er  to  sustain the prestige  o f  the b lo o d y  A m erica n  ruling class 
justice! It is d em a n d ed  by  the banks and s to ck  exch an ges . It is in a c co rd a n ce  
w ith  the d esires o f the A m erica n  cap ita lis t class. But the e x e cu t io n  has again 
being slayed , thanks to worldl w id e  w a v e  o f p ro tes t  w h ich  has rea ch ed  the G o 
vern or  o f A la b a m a  and the q u ick  steps again taken  to  ap p ea l the ruling o f the 
A la b a m a  judges to the S u p rem e C ourt o f the U nites S ta tes . H o w e v e r  if w e  do 
not rescu se  our y ou n g  com rad es th ey  w ill b e  ly n ch ed  on June.

T he econ om ic  cris is  has u n derm ined  the p rosp er ity  o f the A m erica n  d o lla r - 
kings,— d escen d an ts o f the s la v e -ow n ers . T h ey  seek  a w a y  out o f the crisis and 
the regaining o f their form er p rosp er ity  through further atta ck s on  the standard 
o f liv ing o f the toiling m asses b y  m eans o f the w h ite  terror. A t  the sam e tim e 
they are using this terror  as part o f their p rep aration  for  w ar. O u t o f the bon es 
o f their w h ite  and b la ck  hired' s laves they  are trying to bu ild  a dam  against the 
rising tide  o f proletarian  revo lu tion .



E v ery  to iler , W here he m ay b e  or  w h a tev er  kind o f labou r he m ay be  engaged  
in, all those  w h o are o p p re sse d  b y  ex p lo ita tion , p o v e r ty  and hunger,— must 
u n derstan d  the c lass nature o f the S co ttsb o ro  case .

W h a t are the A la b a m a  state  ju dges but the h irelings o f that sam e cap ita list 
system  w h ich  op p resses  y o u ?  In them  y ou  can re cog n ize  those w h o stifle  your 
slightest p ro test  and least e ffo rt  at better in g  you r ow n  in to lera b le  con d ition s o f 
life  and w ork . In them  y o u  can re co g n ize  th ose  w h o  w ou ld  hurl y ou  into the 
fie ry  ca u ld ron  o f w ar as ca n n o n -fo d d e r  for  their p ro fits  and w h o fea r m ore than 
all e lse  y ou r  so lid arity  w ith  the to ilers o f the S ov ie t  U nion , against w hom  w orld  
cap ita lism  is p reparing  w ar.

T h e  bu tch ers w h o  intend  on  June to burn  the sev en  w ork in g  class N egro 
ch ild ren  on  the e le c tr ic  chair are the fr iends and allies o f the cap ita lists of 
E u rop e  and o f the w h o le  w or ld . T h ey  are the fr ien d s and allies o f the p o lice , 
gendarm es, and fa scist m urderers w h o  are so active  in you r ow n  coun tries.

A r is e  in m ighty p rotest!
D em an d  t'he im m ed iate  lib era tion  o f the S co ttsb o ro  b oy s . L et the dastard ly  

p a ck  o f  h irelings o f  the dollar, fran c and pound  sterling, see  that tens o f 
m illions o f p ro le ta r ia n  fam ilies o f all n a tion alities and ra ce s  are rallying c lo se ly  
aroun d their class b roth ers  —  the seven  in n ocen t N eg ro  boy s.

A l l  y ou r  action s, strikes, dem on strations and hunger m arches must be  
p erm ea ted  w ith  the sp irit  o f the struggle fo r  the libera tion  o f the S oottsb oro  
prison ers.

W|ith an u n p reced en ted  m ass m ob iliza tion  on the m ost en orm ou s sca le  o f 
all their fo rces  the w ork ers  o f the w or ld  m ust b ea t b a ck  this “a tta ck  o f the slave- 
d riv in g  A m e r ica n  cap ita lis t  against the toiling N egro  m asses and re scu e  these 
in n ocen t N eg ro  b o y s  from  the hands o f the m urderers.

W o rk e rs  o f the W o r ld ! T his h orr ib le  crim e m ust not b e  a llow ed  to take 
p la ce . It is y ou r  u n ited  strength w h ich  shall p reven t it.

L et y ou r  v o ice s  b e  heard.

T H E Y  S H A L L  N O T  D I E ! ! !
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