
6. G. Gaxkana: 

HARCOURT t J.: Yes, but were there any persons in addition to 

the ten of you from Port Elizabeth?----There was just the ten 

of us from Port Elizabeth in the Kombi. 

MR. COMBRINK: Do you know the driver of the Kambi?----

I don't know his name. He could be a Coloured or an (5 

Indian person; he is light in colour. 

So is the position that he was not one of the ten 

who had left from Port Elizabeth?----No, he did not come £rom 

Port Elizabeth, the driver of the Kombl. 
(10 

Now you have spoken about two other motor vehicles. 

What type of vehicles were they?-----The same type of van 

in which we rode in. 

You have already said that persons got out of 

those two vans. Did the three vans travel together, or did 

they travel separately from each other?----I cannot (15 

say, because the Kombi which I as in, the curtains were 

drawn on the windows; I could not see. 

And where you got out of your Kombi, where did the 

others stop? At the same place, or at different places?----

They s topped at the same spot one after the other. ( 20 

Now the place where you s topped and got off was 

it in the Republic, or was it outside the Republic; do you 

know?-----As far as I could make out, where we stopped it 

was still in the Republic. 

HARCOURT, J.: On what do you base that1-----When (25 

it became light I was in Bechuanaland. 

How did that indicate to you that your stop had 

een in the Republlo?-----I noticed by the boards, and also 

by the fence which we had jumped over. One Board was 

'REPUBLIC' and the other one was 'BECHUANALAND.' (30 

Where were those Boards in relation to the fence 

over which you had jumped?----They were a distance away from 

this/ ••••• 



G. Gaxkana: 

this fence. 

Both on the same side of the fence, or one on each 

side of the eno&1----0ne was ei~ber side of the fence. 

MR. COMBRINK: Now you have already said that you got out 

of the motor vehicle in which you were travelling at (5 

approximately 4:00 a.m.?----Yes. 

Now what time did you arrive at the plantation 

in which you stayed over?----It was the early morning, getting 

light. I did not look at the time again. 

And how had you arrived at this spot in the (10 

plantation?----I don't understand how you mean. 

Were you transported there, or did you go by foot? 

----To the forest we walked. 

Did you walk as a group or individually?----

We were in a group. 

Do you know who led the way?----The same person 

(lj WhO had fetched us at the station at Krugersdorp. 

Now why did you remain in the plantation for -days?----They told us that there was notransport, that 

should wait. 

Who -=t~o.:::.l=-.....,...._. t}uLt?---The person who took us 

(15 

Bechuanaland. 

Were you in a group when this was told to 

or were you told that indiv1dually?----Seated down in 

and e were told. 

you, 1\ 
a group 

(25 

And where were the accused at that stage?---They 

were also present. 

Did you reoeive food daring thoae two daya?-----

NoW/ •••••• 



8. G. Gaxkana: 

Now you have already said that you were 38 in 

this group in the plantation.----Yes, we ere 38. 

Did the 38 of you arrive at the plantation to

gether, or did you come there one by one?----We arrived at the 

spot, from there we walked through the plantation on the (5 

way to another forest. There e sat do n and when they 

counted us they found out that there were six missing. 

Then it became night and another person came along, one of 

the six that was lost. 

Yes?----- He was asked where the others were (10 

and this person made a report. 

No, I don't want a report. M'Lord, I beg your 

pardon, there is a complaint from the accused that they find 

it difficult to hear the witness and the Interpreter. 

HARCOURT, J.: Mr. Rabie, I onder if you could ask the (15 

witness to speak up, and you yourself do so. 

MR. COMBRINK: You said there were six missing, then one 

came. Did the other five come, or did they not, that is all 

ant to know?----This person that came along made a report, _/1 I 
and was then asked to go and fetch the other five. (20 

He left and came along with them. 

And did they join you, or not?----Yes. 

Now did they join you en route to the plantation 

or at the plantation itself?----They joined us in the forest. 

Now this forest you are now speaking of, is (25 

that the one here you remained for two nights, or is it the 

one you crossed through? You passed through?-----These six 

joined us when e had stayed for the two nights. 

You have already said that this plantation was in 

the vicinity of LObatsi?----Yes. (30 

Could you see Lobatei from where l OU were, or poula 
you not?----You could see it from the distance, but there was 

ai ••••• 



9 G. Gaxkana. 

a big road leading towards these places hich we could see 

from this forest. 

And Lobatsi is in Bechuanaland?----Yes. 

Now during your stay in this plantation, near 

Lobatsi, were you ever addressed by anyone, or not?----- (5 

\ A person did address us the day we left. 

The day you left to go here?---To go further 

along. 

HARCOURT:J.: Was that in the truck?----We ere in the truck 

when we were addressed by this person. He was standing on(lO 

the ground and we were in the truck • 

• COMBRINX: When you were so addressed, all of you who 

stayed in the plantation, were you together, or not? hat 

is the position?----Yes, e were in the same spot. 

Where were the accused during this address? (15 

----They were in the lorry. 

Do you know the name of this person who spoke to 

you? ho addressed you?----I kno his name. 

Who?----He was Joe odise. 

hat did he say?-----He said he felt very bad (20 

that the children of South Africa would leave the country to 

go and train: he said that he was glad that they do go for 

training so that the~ could come baok and fight for their 

oountry. 

Was the type of training mentioned, or not? (25 

----He told us that we would train to be soldiers; that we 
---- ----~--

ould learn more of it where we are going to. 

Yes, what else did he say?---He told us that we 

should behave ourselves, look after us, and that we should 

remember that people in the Republic are dependent on us.(30 

No when he said people in the country needed 

you - is that the word, MILord? 

HARCOURT, J.: 



10. G.Gaxkana: 

HARCOURT I J.: Relying. 

MR. COMBRINK: Thank you, MILord. Would be relying on you, 

what country was he referring to and what people?---He 

meant South Africa, our country. 

And the people?----And the people in South Africa.(5 

Did he say what people?----That is all he said; 

that the people here in South Africa were relying on us. 

Was anything said concerning where you were to 

receive this training?-----He told us that we ere going to 

Tanganyika. (10 

Did he say hat place?----No, he did not tell us 

-----the place. --------------------------

Was anything id by the listeners, in reply to 

this?----- Nobody said anything. 
(15 

Do you know who drove the lorries - the truok? ~ 

----A Bantu person who drove the truck. 

Was he part of your group, or a different person? 

-----No, he was not one of us. He came there with the lorry. 

Yes, from there here did you go in this 10rry?(20 

---- e drove along,the lorry stopped; we ould~t food where 

it stopped. We arrived at Zambesi. 

What is the Zambesi?----It is a river. 

Yes?----We got off the lorry at the Zambesi. The 

lorry turned back and we took a boat and crossed the Zambesi425 

When you say "we" took the boat, who are you 

referring to?----The accused now before the Court, myself, 

and also others who are not before the Court. 

Do you know what - how many were you in this boat? 

----At the time when we got on the boat we were 37. (30 

Do you know what became of the 38th person?---

(Mr. Combrink adds) Who was with you in the pl~ntat1on n 

Lobats!/ ••••• 



11. G. Gaxkana: 

Lobatsi?-----He remained behind. He turned back. 

HARCOURT, J.: Do you kno bat his name was?---It was Joe 

Modise. He is the person who turned back at the time when 

we were addressed in the lorry. 

MR. COMBRINK: So apart from Joe Modise, how many were - how many(5 

of you ere in the forest, in the plantation?----- ithout 

Modise e were 38. 

Yes, and at the river you were - hen you cro,ssed 

you were 37?-----Yes, we ere 37. 

Yes, but now what became of the _38th person?---I (10 
not 

Another person,AJoe Modise, another person. 

HARCOURT, J.: Do you know who he was?----I don't kaow him. 

MR. COMBRINK: Now once you had crossed the Zambesi, do you 

kno in what country you then ere?----- hen I as still in 

the boat there as a Board on the banJ of the river on (15 

hich was written "SOUTHERN RHODESIA".- "NOR~HERN RHODESIA." 

Was it on the other side of the river, or on the 

side you left from?----On the side which I crossed to. 

Now from the other side of the Zambesi where did 

you go?----- e got into a van, the van took us to 

Livingstone. 

(20 

Do you know what type of van this as?-----It was 

a Land Rover. 

Was it one Land Rover that took you, or more than 

one?-----It was one Land Rover, it didn't take us along (25 

the same time. 

Now can you say in how many groups it took you 

away?----I can't remember how many groups e were taken 

away. 

here did you go?----We arrived at the station(30 

at Livingstone. 

Yes, and ho many were you at the station at 

Livingstone?/ ••••• 



12. G. Gaxkana: 

Livingstone?----The last group that was taken along was 7. 

I found the other 30 at the Livingstone Station. 

And where were the accused at that stage?---They 

were all at the station. 

Yes, what became of you then?'-----We waited (5 

there for the train. The next thing we saw the Rhodesian 

Police; we were detained. 

Now where were you detained?----At the station. 

Were you taken away from there or not?---- e ere 

removed from the station to the police station. (10 

Were you together then, or were you removed separat

ely?----I think we were removed from the station by three 

vane to the Police Station. 

And hat became of you at the police station?----

European came and told us that e had no authority to (15 

be there. 

hen this was said were you all together? Were all 

of you together?----(Mr. Combrink adds) Or were you told 

that separately?----- e were told in one group. 

Where were the accused then?----They ere there(20 

as well. 

Yes, what did he tell you?----We were told that 

we were not allowed to be in Rhodesia. 

What happened then?----This European that told us, 

told us that he would take us back to Francistown. (25 

And then?----The same day we were taken to gaol; 

we slept in gaol. The next day we were taken away by truck 

to Southern Rhodesia. 

Do you know what place in Southern Rhodesia?----

I am not sure whether it as Bulawayo; I canlt remember (30 

the name . 

Now where ere the accused when you were detained 

throughout?f •••• 
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13 . G. G xk n 

t rou hout?- --- hey ere loth re o The ere 1 b ing 

det ined . 

eI yo to et'.er in one grcup or Vier ou locked 

tely?----le er in big 11 imil r to this court-
up sep r 

room here this . rope s oke to us t Rhodesi • (5 

From outhern L odesi wh re were you t ken?-----

t Souther Rhodesia we lere told that we ould be taken ck 

to South fric . 

nd were you taken back?- ---Yes, we lere t ke 

f r as Beit ' s Bridge 

s 

hat happened there?--- here Ie were h nded ov r 

to the outh fric Police of the Republic . 

you?- --- e were 37 . 

~ere the accuse ?- --- They wer 1 r nt . 

(10 

lat happe ed t en?----- yself nd the accuse (15 

ere t en b truck and brought to Pretoria . 

How mnny of you w re taken by truc ?_----Two truc 

re oved us to Pretoria. 

t became of you there?---- e ar ived at the 

olice station Pretoria . 

ere you subsequently charged with 1e ving the 

Republic?- ---Yes . 

(20 

ow you have already said that you were charged ••• 

COURT , J He said he was sentenced . (25 
(Court intervenes) 

I beg youl" rdon, • ord . You ve Ire 

s id you lere sentenced on the 5th pril?----Ye . 

hat became of the accused?---- e were 11 sentence 

together, myself and the ccused . 

d where were you taken after sentence?- --- (30 

e were tak n to gaol in Pretoria . 

And ere you placed in gaol together, or wer you-

h t/ . .. .. 



14 G. Ga k n 

what is the position?- ---You mean one cell? 

I beg your pardon, ' Lord. I shall repbr se it. 

{ere you in the same g 01 in Pretori or not?---- es, 

e ~e e 11 in the same gaol . 

Did ou remain in this gaol or 0 to nother g 01?(5 

----I think we ere there bout three eeks when 25 of us 

were taken away: myself and 24 others. 

Yes?----Ie were ta en to Leeu op Gaol . 

'here were the accused lhen this move w s m e?----

T ere were some of the accu ed taken to Leeukop, to ether (10 

with myself 

~ee weeks in 

the Pretoria Gaol to ether, was anything said by anyon . -
ing the purpose you had in Ie ving the epublic? ---I wil not 

is so go . 

' Lord, I have diff "culty in phrasing the next 

question. 

Did all of you mo were det incd in the Livingstone 

Gaol - at Living tone, by the Rhodesian Pol ce , kno.. ~hy 

you ere there , and where you ere going.----

(Court intervenes) 

RCOURT , J . : He can only speak for himself. 

' Lord, fro things th t occurred s a group . 

RCOURT: J . : That is a matt r for rgument, isn't it? 

(15 

(2 

You ' ve est blished all that •.. (inaudible . ) (?5 

'Lord, that asp ct of it I was to pproach 

later. 

DISCUS 

MR. COMBRINK: MILord, I might approaoh it qUite differently. 

as anything sung by this group of you hile (30 

det ined at Livingstone?------No, we did not sing at Livingstone 

Gaol. 

At/ •••••• 



15. G. Gaxkana: 

At any time during your detention?----We started 

singing when leaving Livingstone by van. 

What did you sing, and with what purpose in mind? 

----We were singing a song. 

Yes, w:t.t type of song?-----Saying: "Mandela is (5 

coming, he has strength." 

Did all of you sing, or not?-----Yes, we all sang. 

Is this a song of a particular organisation, or is 

it a song ung by every Bantu?----It belonged to an organis-

tiona (10 

What organisation?-----The A.N.C. 

And I think there is evidence that the A.N.C . is the 

Afric n National Congress?-----Yes. 

Now gOing back to the time when you crossed the 

border between the Republic nd Bechuanaland, was anything (15 

said regarding the manner in which you had to cross the border? 

All I w nt to know is was anything said, yes or no . -----We 

were told. 

Were you told as a group or were you told as 

individua1a?----We were told in a group. (20 

HARCOURT, J . : How many were in that group?-----I would say c.. 
we were 31 because the others were missing at the time. The 

other six. They came later. 

MR. COMBRINK: Now are you speaking about the time before you 

crossed the border or after you crossed the border?------ (25 

We were on our way to cross this fence. 

One other aspect, when you were addressed by Joe 

Modiae, now all I want you to say ia yes or no, was anything 
..... - ------

said regarding the purpose for which you had to receive 
-------military training. Was it said, or not?-----No. 

~ 
Did you at any time either at the bush or the 

(30 

6 j plantation at Lobatsi, or at any time on your trip to Living-

stone, or while you were in custody, did you gpeak to any of 
the/ •• • •• 



16. G. Gaxkana: 

the accused before Court persona11y?-----Is that before our 

arrest? 

Yes, take it before your arrest?----We used to greet 

one another, how - ask how they were, and where they come 

from. (5 

Was the purpose of your returning ever discussed? 

-----Yes, we would. Two o~us would talk about it. 

Can you recall individual conversations?----(INTER-

PRETER: Do you mean amongst the accused?) 

Between you and the accused?-----Yes, there is (10 

one of the accused I spoke to. 

Which accused was that, and where?-----I spoke to 

Moses Masuku. 

What is his name?----Moses Masuku. 

That is No.12 accused, M'Lord. Did you say Moses (15 

or MUzigaise; you mentioned both names.----He has two names. 

Moses Muzigaise Masuku. 

At what stage did you speak to No.12 accused?----

It was in the lorry in Bechuanaland, we were travelling along. 

What was said?----We spoke about our aims and where(20 

we were going to. We would train there, and come back, and 

fight the boers . 

Was anything else said?-----I can't remember the 

other that was said. 

Can you recall any other individual conversations (25 

with any of the accused?-----(Court intervenes) 

HARCOURT, J.: Do you mean relative to the purpose for which they 

• were trained~ 

MR. COMBRINK: Yes, M'Lord.------I don't remember anybody 

NO FURTHER QUESTIONS BY MR. COMBRINK: 

THE COURT TAKES THE SHORT ADJOURNMENT. 

ON/ •••••• 

(30 



17. G. Gaxkana: 

ON RESUMPTION THE WITNESS IS WARNED HE IS STILL ON OATH TO 

SPEAK THE TRUTH. 

CROSS-EXAMINED BY MR. LA: Can you tell the Court the names 

of the ten people who travelled from Port Elizabeth to 

Johannesburg?-----Yes, I can. (5 

Will you tell the Court.--Myself. Leighton Mpongoza, 

MSezile Mobepe, Manasi Sekulo, Petrus ~~xapazana, Shimwell 

Mbuzo, Mpagamile Mbuzo, Marc Mbuzo, Joshua Mcongo, 

Polisile Mpoqo, the tenth person's surname was Shiya. I have 

forgotten his name. (TRANSCRIBER: Names are not spelt out (10 

by the Interpreter.) 

Yes, and there were 13 others, weren't there, as well, 

on this trip, apart from the accused and the ten that you 

have named? ----At Lobatsi? 

At Lobatsi.-----(Mr. Law adds) There were 13 others(15 

who went through Bechuanaland with you? There were 37 altogether? 

----yes, we were 37. 

Now you say there were 14 accused and ten from 

Port Elizabeth?----yes. 

That leaves 13 more.----That is so. (20 

Can you name the all?----There were some that were 

from Johannesburg. I can name some of their names. 
---Will you name the balance of the party that you 

can remember?-----Harry Mbambane. Fred •••• (name unintelligibl .) 

How do you spell that?----Dyulu. (Spelt by the (25 )(.\ 

witness . ) Joe Xabi, Samson Hadane, Henry Magoti, Michae1 -
Mhlango . I have forgotten the names of the rest . (TRANSCRIBER: 

Names not spelt by the Interpreter, and are to the best of 

my ability.) 

So there are six whose names you don't remember? (30 

----As far as I can remember the names. 

Do you know it is how you can remember the name of 

every/ • • ••• 



18. G.Gaxkana: 

everyone of the accused, but of the balance there are six 

that you cannot remember?----I see the accused in front of me, 

and as I see them I remember them. 

Has your memory been refreshed before giving evidence 

about the names of the accused?-----My memory was not (5 

refreshed. 

Did you make a statement to the police in connection 

with this matter?-----I made a statement long ago, that was 

last year. 

as that statement in connection with this particular(l 

trial?----(Court intervenes) 

HARCOURT! J.: What do you mean by "this trial"? The incidents 

giving rise to this trial? 

MR. LAW: In relation to the incidents giving rise to this 

trial?----My statement which I made to the police, how I went(15 

along. 

Have you ever given evidence before about this trip 

of yours?----Yes, I did give evidence. 

Was that in a case against some of your co-

travellers?----Yes. (20 

How many of your co-travellers were in that case? 

------Thirteen or fourteen accused, in the case in which I 

gave evidence. 

Were you giving evidence for the State or the 

Defence in that case?-----I gave evidence for the State. (25 

Now when was that?-----It is last month, or the month 

before, I am not sure. 

Whereabouts was it?----It was at Graff Reinet. 

Have you given evidence in any other cases arising 

out of this journey?-----No, that is the only case I gave (30 

evidence in, that was at Graaff Reniet. 

Where are you residing at the moment?-----In 

Portl •••••• 



19. G. Gaxkana: 

Port Elizabeth. 

? 

Are you working at the moment?----I am not working. 

Where are you living in Port Elizabeth?-----

24 Pendhle Road, New Brighton, Port Elizabeth. 

You were sentenced on the 5th April, were you? 1963?(5 

-----Yes, April, 1963. 

What sentence did you receive?----I was sentenced to 

two years. 

Have you been released from prison?----Yes, I have 

been released. (10 

When were you released from prison?----June, 1964. 

Did you serve just over a year of your sentence, or 

a year and three months?-----Tbat could be so, as counsel puts 

it, MILord. 

Before you were released, were you interviewed (15 

by the police at all?----Yes, they did come to me while being 

in gaol. 

And was that when you made your statement?----I made 

a statement, while serving y sentence. 

How long before your release did you make that (20 

statement?-----I think it was in August, 1963, when I made the 

statement to the police. 

After taking the statement did the police approach 

you again?---Yes, they did come and see me again. 

Approximately when was that?----February or March, (25 

1964. 

Do you remember who came to see you?----Yes, I can 

remember him. 

Who was tbat?----Sergeant du Preez. 

What was the purpose of his visit?----- I was (30 

told by Sergeant du Preez that I will go to Port Alfred to go 

and give evidence. 

r~~t/ ..... 



20. G. Gaxkana: 

Yes, and what happened?----I was taken to Port 

Alfred and I gave evidence there. 

For the State?----Yes. 

In connection with what type of case was that? -----

It was a sabotage case. (5 

Can you remember whether the accused were convicted 

or not?----Yes, they were sentenced. 

Now when Sergeant du Preez came to see you in gaol 

what did he tell you your position would be if you gave 

evidence?-----He told me that I also still be charged. (10 

At the moment he wants me as a witness. 

Did he tell you that if you gave evidence for the 

State you wouldn't be charged? Or didn't he tell you that? 

----He did not tell me. 

Was this sabotageoase in connection with acts of (15 

sabotage that had been committed before you left South Africa? 

----yes, it happened before I left this country. 

Were you involved in those acts of sabotage?---Yes, 

I was present. 

What type of acts of sabotage did that Port Alfred(20 

trial relate to?----It happened in Port Elizabeth. 

What happened? What was the charge in connection with? 

-----Petrol bombs were thrown in houses. 

And were you involved in the throwing of petrol 

bombs?----yes. (25 

Then after that, after giving evidence in the trial 

at Port Alfred did you go back to gaol?---I was taken back 

to gaol. 

Which gaol was that?----At Port Elizabeth. 

And prior to going to Port Alfred where had you(30 

been in gaol?-----I was taken from Leeukop Gaol where I was, 

to the gaol at Port Eli zabeth. From Port Elizabeth I was 

taken/'IIIII 



21. G. Gaxkana: 

taken to Port Alfred. 

Where was it that du Preez interviewed you?----

He spoke to me in Port Elizabeth gaol. 

And after giving evidence in the Port Alfred trial 

were you again approached by the police at any time, before(5 

your release?-----They did not come again. 

When did the Port Alfred trial finish?----March, 

1964. 

And you were released in what month?----June, 1964. 

When were you asked to give evidence in the (10 

case at Graaff Reinet?----I am not sure, but I think it was 

in February. I was asked that same week, when the case 

commenced at Graaff Reinet. 

And who asked you to give evidence?----The officer 

in Court. (15 

~H~A~R~CO~UR~T .. t_J~.~: Do you kno his name?----Lieu. v.d. Heever. 

MR. LAW: And did he - what did he say to you when he asked 

you to give evidence? Where did he approach you first?----

He sent word that I should come and see him at his office, 

which I did. (20 

Yes?---He told me that I had to go to a case at 

Graaff Ie inet. 

Yes?-----I then went with Lieu. v.d. Heever. 

Was any indication given to you regarding what would 

happen to you if you didn't go to the case?----He did not (25 

tell me anything. 

And did he tell you what would happen to you if you 

did go and give evidence?----No, he just told me that I would 

give evidence there. 

Has anyone ever told you - any policeman ever (30 

told you that you could be charged with leaving the country 

for the purpose of undergoing military training?----Do you 

mean/ •••••• 
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22. G. Ganam: 

mean before I left, or after I had come back? 

At any stage? No, after you came back.----1 was told 

at Pretoria . 

When was that?----In 1963, when we were arrested. 

Have you ever been told since you were sentenced (5 

to two years' imprisonment that you could be charged for 

agreeing to undergo military training, or anything of that 

sort?----1 was not told. 

Have you never been told that you could be charged 

for that offence?----No, I was not told. (10 

Do you know that you could be charged for that offence? 

----I know now I can be charged. 

When you gave evidence in the Port Alfred trial 

were you warned that you were an accomplice, that you were 

subject to be charged with the same offence?----I was (15 

warned . 

And were you told that you had a choice as to whether 

you could give evidence or not?----1 was told. 

And you thereafter elected to give evidence? -----

Yes. (20 

What was your reason for electing to give evidence 

in that case?----I was taken from Leeukop Gaol, when I arrived 

at Port Elizabeth the police told me everything which I did 

before leaving the country. 

yes?-----1 then came into my mind that we did this(25 

sabotage alone. At that time the police did not know who did 

it and they did not know about it. When I came there they 

told me what I had done. I then knew that the people that I 

did it with told the police everything. I thought it was best, 

then, to come out with the whole truth and tell the police. (30 

Yes, I understand that. Why did you elect to give 

evidence when you were told you had the choice as to whether 

you/ •••• • 



23. G. Gaxkana: 

you should give evidence or not?----I thought it best to 

give evidence because whatever I did is known. 

Did you hope to gain any advantage from your 

evidence?----I did not think about it. 

Did you not have the hope that if you gave your (5 

evidence satisfactorily you would not be prosecuted?----I 

was told in Court, when the warning was given to me. 

Did you not know before? Did you not have the hope 

before?----No, I did not have the hope before. 

Were you never told before you got into the (10 

court-room that if you agree to give evidence there was a 

possibility that you might not be charged?----I was not told. 

Did the hope of avoiding prosecution not influence 

you in your decision to give evidence?----I as told that. 

What made me give evidenoe was because whatever I did was (15 

known. I thought it best to tell the truth. 

You realized that you were giving evidence against 

former colleagues of yours?----Yes, I had known that. 

Were you a member of Mkonto before you left on this 

journey of yours?-----I was. (20 

ere all the other members of the Port Elizabeth 

contingent on the train to Johannesburg known to you before 

you left?---I did know some of them, not all. 

How many of them did you know before you left?----

There ere two that I knew well. (25 

How many others were there, that you kne by name? 

-----Seven. 

Seven you knew by na e?----I knew two well. The other 

seven I knew by name. 

Do you know how many of your other travelling 

\\ 

companiOns were members of Mkonto?----- Before we left I did 

~now that they were members, but I did ~ow when we left. 

Did/ •••••• 

(30 

not 



. 

G. Gaxkana: 

Did you know whether any of the contingent of ten -
which left from Port Elizabeth were members of Mkonto?---

When we left by train I then knew that they ere members of 

Mkonto. -
No, before.----No, I did not know before. 5 

You did not know that any of them were members?-- -

I did not know. 
c. 

Did you knoVi whether any of your companions from 

Port Elizabeth had ever been involved in acts of sabotage? 

-----Yes, one of them that was with me when this sabotage (10 

act was done. 

Didn't you know that he was a member of Mkonto before 

you left on the train?-----No, I did not know. They would not 

tell you that he's a member of sabotage. I only saw him that 

day when the sabotage act was done. (15 

Did you and your travelling companions discuss 

sabotage on the way from Port Elizabeth to Johannesburg?----

No, we did not. 

Not at all?----Not at all. 

Was the position in Port Elizabeth that you did (20 

l not kno 

members 

who the members of Mkonto were?----I did not know the 

of Mkonto who were at Port Elizabeth. 

Yes?----I only knew my leader. 

Have you ever suffered from any illness?----Yes. 

What illness - major illness have you suffered (25 

from?----Chest trouble. 

Is that from tubercolosis?-----I underwent an X-ray 

but I was never told what the exact trouble was. 

Have you ever been kept in a hospital or institution 

as a result of your chest trouble?-----I was not detained (30 

in any hospital. If I took ill I would be at home. If I get 

up I go for medical attention to hospital . 

Was/ •••••• 



] 

25. G. Gax»ana: 

Was your chest condition a bad one?----It was very 

bad. 

Did you suffer from this chest condition before 

you went on this journey. thro~echuanaland?---

chest trouble before I went on this journey. 

had this 

(5 

And would it be fair to say that you weren't a very 

fit, or strong person?----No, I was not properly fit. 

Do you think you were fit enough to be a soldier? 

----yes, I wanted to be a soldier and I went. 

When you were travelling from Johannesburg (10 

in this Kombi that you have described, how many people altogether 

were in the Kombi in which you were travelling?----We were 

eleven with the driver. 

When you arrived at the place where the Kombi 

stopped, ho many vehicles were there altogether?------ (15 

There were three altogether. I travelled in the third one. 

Were there only three vehicles which stopped where 

the Kombis stopped?----Yes, it was only the one I was in and 

two others that stopped. 

Was there not also a black motor car which stopped(20 

there?----I did not see it. 
t 

If it had been there would you have seen it?---

If it stopped where we had stopped I would have seen it. 

Do you know Harry Bambane?----I know him. 

What would you say if he had given evidence 5 
Kombis and a black 

the effect that there were threeAmotor car?-----Perhaps he 

bad seen it at some other place. 

At the place where you all got off?----I did not 

a black motor car where we stopped and got off. I only saw 

these three Kombis. (30 

How many people got out of the three Kombis? -----
I did not count them when they got out of the Kombis. 

When/ ••••• 



26. G. Gaxkana: 

When you crossed over the fence how did you know 

that that was the border between the Republic of South 

Africa and Bechuanaland?----I saw it in the morning when 

it became daylight. 

When you crossed over the fence was it dark (5 

or was it daylight?----It was still dark. 

And did you keep walking after you bad crossed 

over the fence?-----We walked on. 

For how long did you walk after you crossed over 

the fence?----Fifteen to twenty minutes, about. (10 

And where did you stop after the 15 or 20 minutes? 

----We stopped in this plantation. 

Where you remained for two days?----Yes • 
... 
~ow long did you walk before you crossed over the 

fence?----We walked for some time before we got to this (15 

fence. I can't say what length of time it was. 

How did you know it was 4:00 a.m. when you were 

unloaded from the Kombis?-----I had a watch on rre which I 

looked at. 

Did you look at your watch from time to time after(20 

that?----Not continually. 

Did you look at your watch when you arrived at your 

eventual destination at the plantation?-----No, I did not 

look at the time when I arrived at this place. We stayed 

for two days. I was tired and lay down. (25 

Did you look at your watch when you were anywhere 

near the fence?----I did not. 

How do you know that this fence was the border 

between the Republic of South Africa and Bechuanaland?-----

I saw it when it became light from the Boards that were put (30 

up. 

Now when i t beoame llght you were lJ ~n~ j~" far ' ~ 1 

weren't/ ••••• 



27. G.Gaxkana: 

weren't you?-----Yes. 

You were l5-to 20 minutes walk from the fence?----

Yes. 

How did you see then that the fence was the border 

between the Republic and Bechuanaland?----l saw those (5 

boards where this fence was. 

And could you read what was on the boards?----l 

could read it. 

From in the plantation?----l left the group to go 

to the lavatory, and there I could see what was written (10 

on them. 

You could read what was written on the board a 

distance of 15- to 20 minutes walk away?----Yes, I saw it and 

read it. 

How far did you stop from Lobatsi? How far was the(15 

plantation from Lobatsi?------You could see from where I as . 

I can't say exactly what the mileage is. 

!-----I 
Did you go into Lobatsi at all while you were there? 

did not. 

Did you remain where you were?----Yes. (20 

Did any of the 37 go into Lobatsi?----No nobody went. 

We all remained there. 

Would it surprise you if Harry Bambane says he ~ent 

into Lobatsi?----Perhaps he may be talking of some other time 

that he had gone to Lobatsi. (25 

I am referring to the time that he spent in the 

plantation.-----We were all there . He did not go to Lobatsi. 

Didn't you have to go into Lobatsi • ••• (inaudible). 

---- e did not go . 

You say that you saw these boards after you {30 

- after it became light and after you stopped at your 

destination?/ ••••• 



28. G. Gaxkana: 

destination?-----There were two. One was either side of the 

fence. 

How big were the boards?----(INTERPRETER: Indicates, 

M'Lord.) 

HARCOURT: J .: About 2' 6". ~ere they square? About the (5 

same length and height?----I am not sure whether it was the 

same length, or the length was the same. 

MR. LAW: How were these boards erected?----(INTERPRETER: 

Indicates a board and at both ends would be a pole.) 

What was written on the board nearest to you? (10 

-----BECHUANALAND BORDER. 

Just Bechuanaland Border?-----There was something 

else written below that. 

Did you read that?----I did not read it. 

read it if I wanted to, but I did not. 

I could 

(15 

Any reason why you did not?----I didn't worry about 

the rest. 

And on the other Board what was written?-----The 

other Board was facing away from here I was standing, standing 

behind it. (20 

~hat was written on it?----The Board was facing away. 

I could not read what was on it. 

v You see you have already told the Court that on the 

one board was written 'BECHUANALAND BORDER' and on the 

other board was written 'REPUBLIC OF SOUTH AFRICA' or (25 

'SOUTH AFRICAN BORDER.'----I said the board nearest to me was 

the one for Bechuanaland and the other one was the one for the 

South African board. 

HARCOURT: J.: I don't know if you want to pursue that, 

Mr. Law, but my note indicates that the witness said that the(30 

Board indicated in South Africa. He said that when it was 

l ight he found he was in Bechuana1and. He noticed boards, 

one/ ••••• 



29. G. Gaxkana: 

one was in Bechuanaland, one was in the Republic. One was on 

either side of the fence. That is what he said in chief. I don't 

if you are referring to any other time? 

MR. LAW: No, MILord, I am referring to my notes in chief. 

My recollection, although it is not exactly ••• (inaudible.) (5 

So you didn't see what was written on the other 

Board?----I did not see it with y own eyes . 

When you arrived at the plantation, how many of you 

arrived together?----As I have told the Court there were six 

that were missing from this group and it was also this (10 

person leading up to this place in the plantation. 

Who was missing?---There were six that were lost. 

HARCOURT, J.: What you mean is the whole party plus their 

guide, but six were missing. 

MR. LA : I'm indented to M'Lord. Now who was the person (15 

who was leading you? Do·you know his name?----I don't know his 

name . 

Did Joe Modise travel with you in the Kombis?----

Joe Modise came to us while we were in Bechuanaland This 

person that was leading us on the way then left./ (20 

Did he leave when Joe Modise arrived?----A short 

after Joe Modise arrived this person left. 

Did Joe Modise arrive before the truck arrived, or 

\ after the truck arrived?----When the truck arrived Joe Modise 

li was already there. (25 

And when the truck arrived had this other person 

left?----He had already left by the time the truck arrived. 

Now can you remember which six people were not there 

when you arrived at the plantation?-----I will be able to name 

some of them, I remember some of them, but not all. (30 

ere any of the accused amongst them?----Yes, there 

was. 

How/ • ••••• 
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30. G. Gaxkana: 

How many?----I know two. 

And who were they?----Benati Mahlongo and 

Samson Nene. 

No.5 and No.14. 

HARCOURT: J.: It is the other way round, for the purpose (5 

of the record. 

MR. LAW: No.14 and No.5. Now do you know why these people 

did ~ot arrive at the same time as you?-----I heard what 

happened after they arrived. 

Yes, well we don't want to kno what you heard. (10 

Are you quite sure that you never went into Lobatsi and none 
~ ------------------------------------of your party went into Lobatsi while you were in the 

plantation? ----I am sure we did not go there. 

What t me o~aay did you leave the plantation in 

the lorry?----By sunset. 

Did you use your correct name all the way from 

Port Elizabeth to Rhodesia?----I used my name. 

You didn't have another name to use in case you 

were asked your name by somebody in authority? -----

I as not given another name to use • 
.r.. - -

(15 

(20 

Do you know whether anyone else in your party was 

given another name to use? Your original party of ten?----

There were no other names given. We were calling each other 

correct names. 

What time of day was it did you say you left the(25 

plantation in the lorry?----Sunset. 

And you say that Joe Modise addressed you before 

you left?----Yes, before we left. 

Where were you at the time that you were addressed? 

----We were inside the lorry. 

Was it an open lorry or a closed lorry?----It was 

covered with a sail . We went in underneath the sale . 

And/ •••••• 

(30 



31. G. Gaxkaha: 

I And did you all 37 of you sit on the back of the 

{ l lorry?----Joe Xaba was sitting in !front of the lorry. 

\ \ Where did Joe Modise stand when he addressed you? 

" 

----Still on the ground. 

Whereabouts in relation to the lorry?----He was(5 

standing with Joe at the back of the lorry • . -
Who is the other Joe?----Xabi • .--
Who sat in front?----Joe Xabi. 

hen Modise addressed you in what language did he 

speak?----He spoke in Xhosa. 

Do you know where Joe Modise is from?----I do not 

know. 

Can you understand Xhosa?----Yes. 

What did Modise say?-----He said he felt very bad 

(10 

that the young children of South Africa would leave the (15 

G country and go and train. But he said it was all right, we 

must go and come back and fight the government. 

Yes?----He said that we must travel along and on 

the way Joe will give us money, we should look after ourselves. 
~ 

That was all. We then left. (20 

Now I want you to think back again and consider what 

he said and try and give as closely as possible the sense of 

what he aaid.----He said it was bad that the children of 

Africa must leave to go and train as soldiers. He said it was 

all right to go and train so that we could come back and (25 

fight the Government. He then told us that we should know 

that these people from Africa rely on us, the responsibility 

is on our shoulders. 

n Yes, what else?----We were also told that Joe will 

V look after us and he will also give us money along the way.(30 

Anything else?---Tbere is nothing else he spoke 

about' • 

Did/ ••••• 



32. G. Gaxkana: 

\\ us that 

Did he not tell you where you were going?----He to1d 

we are going to Tanganyika to train as soldiers. 

When did you first discover where you were going? 

\1 ----The day I left home. 

Did you know then that you were going to Tanganyika?(5 

-----Yes, I knew that I was going to Tanganyika. 

And you knew that you were going to train as a 

soldier'l 

----yes, I knew that I was going to be trained as a 

soldier (10 

In fact you knew everything that Joe Modise told you 

- ~.-~ 
when he was standing by the lorry?----Yes, I did know where 

I was going to. 

He didn't tell you anything that as new to you?---

He told us that we were gOing to Tanganyika and I already (15 

knew that. 

Did he tell you anything that was new to you?----

'\ i Tha t ~ new to me that Joe would l~fter us and along the 

\ IJ way he would give us money. 

I put it to you that this speech never took (20 

~ place.----Yes, it happened in my presence. 

I put it to you that you are merely adding this 

speech into your story, to make your story sound more convinc

ing, to show that everbody knew what they were going for?----

No, I am not adding it. I am telling the Court what has (25 

happened. 

Incidentally at this spot where you crossed the 

border did you walk along a road, was there a road anywhere 

near there, or were you walking through the veld?----

There is a small footpath. 

And did this footpath - was this footpath neqr the 

boards that you mentioned?----This footpath leads up to the 

fence/ ••••• 

(30 



33. G. Gaxkana: 

fence, that is where it ends. 

Does it not carryon on the other side of the 

fence?----There was another road leading from this fence on-

warda. 

A road or a footpath1----A footpath, the same road, (5 

footpath. 

And were the boards by the footpath?----No, not the 

spot where we went over the fence, lower down. 

How far away from where you ent over?-----Stranger 

to this place: I can't indicate. (10 

HARCOURT, J.: If you went out of the Court do you think you 

would be able to indicate approximately how far the Boards rere 

from the spot? 

MR. LA: It is not very important, MILord. 

You also saw a board when you crossed the Zambesi(15 

river?----I did see one. 

You were fortunate to see Boards both tim63 and you 

knew exactly where you were, weren't you?-----We were all lucky 

because we went along where these boards were, and we saw 

them. (20 

No how long did it take you to travel from the 

plantation until the time you got on to the boat?----I am not 

sure whether two or three days. 

Were all 37 of you arrested together?----From the 

banks of the Zambesi we left by a few groups, I can't (25 

say how many. 

When you were arrested were you all together?---

We were all Qrou ht i~e group, brought together. 
~ -----

HARCOURT, J.: What do you mean by that? By arrest? When 

they were formally arrested? When they were detained? 

MR. LAW: I will clarif that, MILord. When the policemen 

came and detained you at tbe station , did they find you 

all/ ••••• 

(30 



34. G. Gaxkana: 

all together? At the railway station? Did they find you 

all together?-----It is a difficult the Zambesi 

we were taken in different groups. When we arrived there 

others had already been detained, and others were brought 

to be arrested •• (inaudible.) 

When you arrived at Livingstone Railway Station 

had the others already been detained?----Yes. 

You were in the last batch?----Yes, I was the last 
-

group from the Zambesi Rive~. 

Incidentally what - how long approximately did (10 

you travel from the Zambesi River to the Livingstone Railway 

Station?----A very long time. 

Have you any idea of the duration in time of the 

journey?----I am unable to guess the time. 

Didn't - did I understand you correctly when (15 

I noted in chief, in your evidence-in-chief, that you said 

this: "The last group was seven. We found the other 30 

at Livingstone Station. The accused were all at the station. 

We waited for the train. The Rhodesian Police detained us at 

the station." ----I was the last group of seven leaving the (20 

Zambesi River. We went to the station. Arrived there and 

waited for the train. While we were waiting for the train the 

others were pointed out to us. They were in the entrance 

leading into the station. They were in the presence of police. 

So all 37 of you did not wait together for the (25 --
train?----Well we seven were not with the rest of the others. 

Where were you going to catch a train to?----

We were told to take a train to go to Imbaye.(?) 

Are you sure that is what you were told?----I am 

sure. (30 

Was the train there hen you arrived at the station? 

-----It was, the train. 

The train that you were ~ue to catch?----There was 

a train. I can't say whether that was the train we had to 
take.I •••• 



35. G. Gaxkana: 

take. That train we were told leavesat 9:00 o'clock. This 

was before 9:00 o~lock. 

What do you mean when you say you waited for the 

train?----We ere standing waiting on the platform. 

For what?----For the train. 

Which train?---The train that would take us to 

Imbaye. 

(5 

Did you make any effort to ascertain which was the 

train that as taking you?-----I did not enquire because it was 

not 9:00 o·clock. We were told that this train would leave (10 

at 9:00 o·clock. 

When you go to a station to catch a train don't you 

make enquiries about where the train is leaving from, what 

platform?-----There is only this one platform which we saw. 

not more than one platform. (15 

Didn't you make any enquiries whether that train 

that was standing there was the train that you had to catch? 

----I did not enquire. 

Did any member of your party do so?----From this 

group of seven? (20 

Yes?----Not from this group of seven which was with 

me. 

I don't quite understand what you say, what you mean 

when you say you waited for the train. 

HARCOURT, J.: Mr. Law, it seems fairly obvious he is (25 

saying they were going to catch a train which they knew was 

leaving at 9.00 for a certain destination, and they were waiting 

for it. It seems to me ••• (inaudible.) You can pursue it if you 

wish to do so. They were waiting on the only platform there was. 

MR. LAW: Did you not join up with your companions? The -------------- (30 

30, before you were arrested?-----We were all together at the 

time when we were arrested , detained. The polioe took us to the 

rest/ •••••• 



G. Gaxkana: 

rest of the party. That is at the time we were waiting at 

the station. 

This song: "Mandela is coming ••• " which you referred 

to, in what language are the words of that song?----In Xhosa. 

Did everybody sing this song?----Everybody was (5 

singing, none of the accused kept quiet . They all sang. 

HARCOURT I J . : What language are you speaking now in giving 

your evidence?----Xhosa. 

MR. LAW: When you were singing this song you were being 

conveyed by van from Livingstone?----Yes, e were coming (10 

from Livingstone towards Southern Rhodesia when e sang this 

song. 

And how many vans were you in?----From Livingstone 

Station we were in one big truck, more like a bus. 

When you were being conveyed from Livingstone to(15 

Rhodesia?-----We were in a big bus similar to - big truck simile 

to a bus. 

And were all of you in the same vehicle?----Yes, all 

of us. 

THE WITNESS STANDS DOWN: 

THE COURT TAKES THE LONG ADJOURNMENT. 

ON RESUMPTION THE WITNESS IS WARNED HE IS STILL OU OATH TO 

SPEAK THE TRUTH. 

(20 

MR . LAW CONTINUES CROSS-EXAMINING THE WITNESS: Now I want 

you to think back very carefully to the arrest of the 37 (25 

of you, at the railway station. Are you quite sure that every 

one of the 37 was arrested at the railway station?----I made 

a mistake. There were two of the group that had run away . 

They were brought along the following day. 

Were there not in fact five people who were (30 

arrested the following day?----As far as I know there were two 

or three that were arrested the following day, the Saturday . 

Well/ ••••• 



37. G. Gaxkana: 

ell now what was it? Two or three?-----I remember 

three were arrested the following day. 

Could there have been more than three?---I remember 

the three. 

Now is it correct that accusedNo. 11 was one of (5 

those three, or one of those who was arrested the following 

day? Accused No.ll?----Yes, Antony Xaba was arrested the 

following day. 

I 

Why did you tell the Court that everyone was arrested 

at the railway station?---I made a mistake. This happened (10 

some time ago. 

Is your memory not too clear about the events which 

took place on this trip?---It is clear. I am s~l clear but just 

this mistake I made. 

Have you made any other mistakes?----I noticed no (15 

other mistake I have made. 

You noticed no other mistakes?----I see no other 

mistake which I made. 

Is it possible that you have made any other mistake? 

-----No, I know of no other mistake I have made. (20 

You don't seem quite sure?-----I am sure. 

Now surely your arrest is the one thing that should 

stick out in your memory?----That is correct. 

Now I put it to you that this place that you were 

in in the plantation was a great deal further from the border(25 

than you say it was?-----(Mr. Law adds) The place where you 

spent two days? I put it to you that it is a lot further than 

15- to 20 minutes walk from the border?----We ran and walked. 

We were hurrying to get there. It was quite a distance away_ 

I put it to you that you could not possibly (30 

read the signboards at the border from the plantation?----

I could see it. 

aould/ •.••• 



38. G. Gaxkah 

Could you see the words on it?-----yes. 

Do you know a mile?----Yes. 

Do you know how far a mile is?----1 know the 

distance of a mile. 

Was it closer than a mile, or further than a mile(5 

from the border?----(Court intervenes) 

HARCOURT, J.: Just before you answer. Mr. Law you say 

from the border; do you mean from the border at the spot 

where you cross it? (Inaudible.) 

MR. LAW: Vere you a mile, or more than a mile from the sign-(lO 

boards when you saw them?----1t would not be more than a mile. 

~}! less than aW::~:.it be as much as a mile?----It would be a littl 

Do you know - are you able to calculate distances 

in yards?-----1 cannot. 

How long would it take you, do you think, to walk 

from the spot where you crossed the border to the spot where 

these signboards that you saw were?----No, I did not have my 

mind on that, to take such particular notice of that. My 

(15 

mind was fixed on what I was doing, and where I was going to.(20 

Could you estimate the distance outside, if you 

were taken outside the Court? Could you estimate the spot 

where you crossed the border to the signboards that you saw? 

---I sav these signboards when I was in this forest. I came 

out of the forest, then I saw the signboards. I did not see(25 

the signboards when crossing this fence to go to the forest. 

And the signboard was close to the fence was it? 

-----yes. It was near the fence. 

I put it to you that you could not see the border 

fence from that plantation, or from anywhere hear the (30 

plantation?-----(Court intervenes) 

HAROOURT, J.: (Inaudible) couldn ' t Dee the f~nw 

plantation?/ ••••• 



39. G. Gaxkana: 

plantation? From the plantation he could not see the fence? 

Is that what you put? Not the border?-----( INTERPRETER: 1'm 

sorry, M'Lord.) We were rieht inside the plantation we 

were sitting there at a spot. When you leave to relieve 

yourself you go out of the plantation. You could then (5 
the fence 

seeAif you are out of the plantation. 

MR. LAW: Did you walk a long way to relieve yourself?----

You walk a distance away from the other people. 

HARCOURT, J . : Mr. Law, this appears to be a matter of import

ance. Would you wish the witness to go out to indicate how (10 

far he went from where they were to the place where he 

relieved himself, and then how far it was from where he relieved 

himself to the fence and boards which he claims to have seen. 

MR. LA 'I: MILord, I would appreciate that . It would also, 

I think, considerably shorten the questions I have to ask. (15 

HARCOURT, J.: ould you like to go out with him and have 

those distances pOinted out. 

MR. LAW : As your Lordship pleases. 

HARCOURT, J . : Mr. Combrink you are, of course, at liberty to 

go with him. (20 

Is there agreement about the distances pOinted out? 

MR. COMBRINK: On the question what the distance was from 

the spot from where you were standing when you saw the board 

to the board itself on the occasion hen you went to relieve 

yourself. That distance is indicated at 80 paces, MILord. (25 

Second question. The distance from the place where 

you stayed in the plantation to the place where you went 

on the occasion when you went to relieve yourself to the boards. 

650 feet~ M'Lord . 

MR. LA: I confirm that those distances have been agreed, (30 

M'Lord . 

Is there any particular reason why you went so far 

to/ •• • •• 



40. G.Gaxkana: 

to relieve yourself?----The reason why is also to stretch 

my legs. 

You hadn't had enough leg-stretching during the 

night?----l did not stretch my legs during the night. 

Hadn't you been walking the whole night?------ (5 

No, we were not walking during the night. 

Was it the following day that you saw it?----Yes, 

after arriving there. 

You spent a day there and then you saw the boards? 

-----That morning I saw it, after arriving. (10 

After you had been walking? After you had been walking 

from where the Kombis dropped you?----Yes. 

You felt the need to stretch your legs after that 

walk?----Yes, I was sitting upright with my legs in the van, 

and I stretched my legs. (15 

But you had already walked for about two or three 

hours?----At the place we arrived we sat down, and after walking 

I stretched my legs. 

I put it to you that you were a great deal further 

from the nearest point of the border than the distance you have(2 

pOinted out here?----As far as I can make out, that was the 

distance. 

Now would it surprise you if someone to give evidence 

to the effect, someone other than the accused, who was on that 

trip, were to give evidence to the effect that it was (25 

possible that some of the members of the party didn't know 

the purpose for which they were going?-----l would be surprised 

because at the time we were told he was present. 

'ho was present?----l mean the person which you say 

would give that evidence. (30 

And who is that?----Well you say one of them that 

was with me . 

you/ •••••• 



41. G. Gaxkana: 

You don't know who I as referring to?----I don't 

I 
know the person; but if you say he was one of the persons who 

travelled with us. 

NO FURTHER QUESTIONS BY MR. LAW: 

HARCOURT, J.: Mr. Law, is there no direct challenge to (5 

identification about this ••• (inaudible.) 

MR. LA: M'Lord, there is no direct challenge to identification. 

I will have to offer M'Lord an explanation at some later stage; 

but I will do so at a later stage. But I advisedly don't 

challenge • • • • (Court intervenes) (10 

HARCOURT , J . : Yes. That is all I want to know; that you have 

applied your mind to it. I don't want the witness to be called 

from all aver the Republic to have direct challenges put to 

him later. I don't want to know your reasons at this stage; 

I just want to know that you are aware of what ••• (inaudible)(15 

in my mind. 

MR. LAW: Yes, M' Lord, I am aware of that. 

CROSS-EXAMINED BY MR. FULLER: These fourteen accused, you say 

they were arrested with you at Livingstone?-----Yes. 

They were then detained with you?-----We were all(20 

together in Rhodesia. 

They were arrested with you?---- hen I arrived they 

were already being detained at the station. I was the last 

group to arrive at the station. 

But you were all taken to a room similar to this(25 

court roo ?-----Yes, we were all taken and put in a room 

similar to this . 

You all travelled in the same bus coming back south, 

to South Africa?----We got into one bus from northern Rhodesia. 

We travelled to a place, I don't know the name. There we (30 

ere divided. We travelled in two vehicles. 

You all appeared before the Regional Magistrate's 

Ooutft/ • ••••• 



42. G. Gaxkana: 

Court in Pretoria?-----Yes, we were all convicted on the same 

day. 

Yes, just answer yes or no, I don't want details. 

You were all sentenced together?----Yes. 

You were all sent to Leeukop Prison together?(5 

-----No. 

You were all sent to prison?----We were sent to 

Prison. 

Did not the accused go to Leeukop?----Some of them 

did go to Leeukop. (10 

Did you go to Leeukop?----I did go to Leeukop. 

From the time that you were arrested up to at least 

the time that you were sentenced you got to know these fourteen 

people quite well?-----Yes, I knew them better after we were 

together, after being in Court. (15 

And in that time, even if you hadn't knoWlthem 

before, you'd have had plenty of opportunity to have got to 

know their names?-----I did know them before we were taken 

to Court. I knew them better while the trial was on. 

Just listen to the questions please. Even if 

you hadn't have met them before you would have had plenty 

(20 

of opportunity after your arrest and the time that you were with 

them to have got to know their names?----I did know them before 

the case. 

Now when you were recruited you knew where you(25 

were going?-----I was told where I was going to. 

That was to Tanganyika?----Yes. 

Was any specific place mentioned?----It was said 

Tanganyika. 

So it appeared that the people who recruited you(30 

and those who recruited your colleagues knew quite well 

about tbis scheme and where the training wsa to tAk~ ~la6~Q 

-----/ ..... . 



43. G. Gaxkana: 

------Yes, they should know because they were senior to me. 

Does it surprise you that the Maritzburg people, 

and Durban people, and Charlstown people, didn't know -

people of Natal - didn't know where they were going?----In .-
Bechuanaland they were told where they were going to. They (5 

then knew where they were going to . 

Please, this is the fourth time I have had to ask 

you. Listen to the questions. Does it surprise you that the 

Natal people didn't know when they were recruited where they 

were going?----It can surprise me. I don't know what -happened. 

You are a Xhosa?----I am. 

All the accused before Court are Zulus, is that 

correct?----Yes . 

(10 

~hen you stopped and got out of the Kombi early (15 

that morning at about 4:00 o'clock you didn't know who ere 

in the other two vehicles, did you?----I did not know who they 

were. 

/
Ii You don't know how many got out?----At that time I 

1 did not count them. (20 

Now with regard to your stay in the plantation in 

Bechuanaland . I put it to you that you only spent portion of 

that one day in the plantation?----I stayed there two days. 

Left there on the third day. 

I put it to you that it started raining that (25 

afternoon that you had arrived and in the middle of that night 

you were moved to a house near Lobatsi?----Ho, we were not 

~ taken away. It did rain, but we remained there. 

There appeared to be no restriction upon your 

movements when you were in the forest?-----There was (30 

restrictions. We could not go about as we wished. 

Well you appeared to?----How? 
you}" ••••• 
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You walked a distance of over 200 yards to stretch 

your legs . You relieved nature wherever you wished . -----

I used to say where I was going. If I did go to the toilet I 

told them. 

Yes, well as long as you told them there was no (5 

restriction.----I asked permission if I want to go to the 

•••• (inaudible.) 

I put it to you that accused No . 9 went into Lobatsi 

that first day?-----I deny that . I was with him. He did not 

go there . (10 - Were you with him all the time?----All this time 

that we were there we were all together. 

You weren ' t there? You walked away for a while?----

Yes, I admit that. I went to the toilet. 

Do you know how far Lobatsi is from the Bechuanland(15 

border?----I will not be able to know. 

You were quite close to Lobatsi where you were 

encamped in the forest?-----I t was a distance away as far as I 

~ld see the houses . 

Now you first of all in answer to a direct question (20 

put by the prosecutor you stated that nothing was said by 

Joe Modise as to why you were to undergo training. ----I did tell 

~ the Court that Joe Modise told us to train as soldiers and come 

back and fight the State here. 

¥put it to you you did not say that when the (25 

prosecutor put the dircct question: "Was the reason given?" and 

you said: "No . "----I did tell the prosecutor when he put the 

question to me. 

HARCOURT , J . : You did tell him what?-----I told the Court that 

Joe Modise told us that we would go to Tanganyika to train (30 

as soldiers and come back and fight the Government. 

My note of it is after you had given the contents 

of/ •• • •• 



45. G. Gaxkana: 

of this encouragement by Modise, sometime atter that you 

were asked, right at the end of your examination-in-chief 

"Was the purpose of military training mentioned?" and you 

~ said nothing was said.-----It could be the interpreter mis-

understood me. (5 

MR. FULLER: Why should the interpreter misunderstand you? 

----It could be the interpreter that misunderstood me. 

You understand English, don't you, Gladstone?-----

I understand a little . 

And Xhosa, your own language?----yes. 

You know what the interpreter is translating, you 

know what I am saying, even before it is put to you inXHosa? 

-----1 don't understand all the questions. 

Am I correct in saying that this is not the first 

(10 

time you have blamed the interpreter when you have given (15 

evidence in trials?-----This is the first time I did not 

••• (inaud ible.) 

You see the reason why the prosecutor had to ask you 

that question was because when he originally asked you 

what Joe Modise had said, this is what you said: "He said (20 

that he ~elt very bad that children of South African should 

have to leave the country and go and train. That he was glad 

they would train and come back to fight for their country. 

He said we would be trained as soldiers . He said we should 

remember that people in South Africa were relying upon us ••• " (25 

(Court intervene~) 

HARCOURT, J . : No, no no. There is more than that. "He said 

we would learn more where we were going to." "He said we 

had to behave ourselves." And then if you take it up 
(30 

• Fuller ... "People in the Republic would be relying upon us." 

MR. FULLER: And then the question was put to you, and you 

agreed , that he didn't specifically mention the Bantu people . 

/ ..... . 



46. G. Gaxkana: 

I take it when he said "fight for your country" he never 

mentioned for the Bantus in this country?-----(No reply 

given up.) 

HARCOURT ! J.: Do you agree with tbat?-----yes. 

MR. FULLER: I put it to you that Joe Modise did not speak (5 

to you at all when you were on the truck?----(Silence.) 

C HARCOURT, J . : Yes, Mr. Interpreter?-----He did speak to us. 

If any of the others wish to give evidence they can give 

the same evidence as I am giving to the Court now. 

MR. FULLER: Well alternatively, I put it to you, that if he(lO 
that 

did speak to you that was all he said, that it was sadAthe 

children of this country should have to leave to go and learn 

to fight for their country.----That is not all what he said. 

ith regard to accused No.lO, that is Osborne Mthuny

wa , I put it to you that he did not travel with you at all.(15 

The first time you met him was in Livingstone.----No, that is 

wrong . 

I put it to you that you are able to quote his 

names to this Court because you have been in his company so 

often since that day in Livingstone when you were arrested.(20 

----He is wrong. 

And I put similarly as far as accused No.12, 

Masuku, is concerned, you too did not see him before Livingstone? 

----No, Masuku is wrong if he says that. 

What language did you say Joe ~odise spoke in?---(25 

He spoke Xhosa . 

You say the accused are Zulus?----They are Zulus. 

When you travelled from Livingstone was this a bus 

in which you were travelling? In fact it wasn't a truck or a 

lorry? hen this song was sung?--~-Travelling from (30 

Livingstone? 

Coming south?-----It was a bus, not a b i g one, and 

it/ • •• • •• 
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it bad seats inside. 

And have you ever heard of SACTU?-----No . 

It stands for the South African Congress of Trade 

Unions: have you ever heard that?----I have heard of the Trade 

Unions . (5 

And, of cOt~se, you've heard of the A.N.C . ?-----

Yes. 

The A.N.C. divorced from 'Mkonto' was not a military 

organisation, was it?-----I don't understand the question. 

Did you belong to the African National Congress? (10 

----No, I was not. 

Did you only join 1~onto?-----That is so. 

ould you be in any position to dispute it if evid

ence were to be given that this song: "Mandela is coming •• " 

is something that was commonly sung at A.N.C. meetings? (15 

---I will not deny it. 

In fact it is a song which is quite popular amongst 

some Bantu people, isn't it?----The Bantu people know that 

song. 

In fact there is even an English version: "Mandela(20 

is coming, don't get weary • • " have you heard that version? 

---The one we sang is: "Mandela is coming, he has strength." 

So there is nothing really sinister about this song, 

is there?----I am just telling the Court the song we sang. 

It is just a song as far as you are concerned?---(25 

Yes, it is a song . 

And do you agree that the Bantu people generally ar 

prone to singing?-----I don't know ••• (inaudible.) 

(At this stage ~tt. Fuller states he bas no further questions.) 

HARCOURT, J.: 1~. Fuller, I make a plain enquiry in regard( 30 

to your clients other than ten and twelve? 

MR. FULLER: M'Lord, 4 and 9 are the ones your Lordship 

refers/ •••••• 



48. G. Gaxkana: 

refers to. 

HARCOURT, J.: I just want to know that you are aware 

of •••• (Mr. Fuller intervenes) 

MR. FULLER: I am aware of that, M'Lord, that most of the 

evidence I haven't cros s-examined is common cause. I'M sorry,(S 

MILord, there is one important feature which I did just overlook, 

if I may just put it. 

HARCOURT, J.: Yes. 

MR. FULLER: You told us about having spoken to accused No. 

12 in the lorry in Bechuanaland. That is Masuku?----Yes, (10 

we conversed. 

Did you speak to lots of people on that journey? 

-----There would be general conversation, one would speak to 

the other, and so on. 

Everybody in quite good spirits~----Yes, everybo-(lS 

dy was at ease, they were conversing with one another. 

And I suppose singing as well, odd occasions?---

Yes, sometimes there would be quiet, and sometimes they would 

sing. 

And approximately how long did it take you from (20 

the time you left Lobatsi until the time you got to the Zambesi? 

-----If I am not mistaken about two or three days. 

So you were in each other's company for a long time? 

-----Yes, we were all together at the time. 

You were travelling for quite a long distance on(2S 

this lorry?----Yes, it was a long road we travelled. 

Do you remember details of every single conversation 

you had with every person during those two or three days?----

I will be unable to remember it. 

How can you remember specifically having spoken (30 

to accused No.l2 on the lorry in Bechuanaland?-----He was a 

person I spoke to you most . He used to tell me where he worked 

and/ •••••• 
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and so on, and always be together, and we spoke to one another. 

I take it that you spoke, as you said, to many 

other people as well?----I spoke to all of them. 

Why should you specifically mention having discus sed 

your aims and ideals with him?----He is a person I remember (5 

talking to. 

I put it to you, firstly, accused No . 12 was not on 

that lorry at all.----fuo is No.12? 

Masuke, the person we are talking about.----He was 

on the lorry. He told me the hospital he worked. Also told (10 

me about the bomb(?), at the hospital he worked McCord. 

McCord Hospital. ----McCord. 

Are you sure he didn't tell you this after he was 

arrested in Livingstone?----He told me on our journey and he 

also told me after we were in gaol in Leeukop. (15 

Secondly, I put it to you you cannot remember 

specifically having a conversation - particular conversation 

with one person on that journey.----I also spoke to the others, 

but I cannot remember everYtlrlngwhich was said . 

NO FURTHER QUESTIONS BY MR. FULLER: (20 

RE-EXAMINED BY MR. COMBRINK: You said that whilst you were 

staying in the plantation near Lobatsi that every time you went 

to relieve yourself you used to tell them where you were going? 

----yes, I used to tell them I was going to the toilet. 

Why did you have to tell them that?----- He was (25 

in charge of us, that is why I should tell him. 

Yes, now who was in charge of you?------The first 

one who was in charge of us was the one who led us to this 

-------------------------------------------/place. 

"- And apart from you did others ask him permission(30 

if they wanted to relieve themselves?-----Yes, they also asked 

I permission if they left . 

Did/ • ••••• 



50. G. Gaxkana: 

Did you ever go to - at any stage during the time 

you were in Lobatsi - go to the Immigration Officer?----

(No reply.) 

Did you go into Lobatsi?----I remember that we did 

go but I have forgotten it. 

Now when did you go to Lobatsi?-----I am not sure 

whether it was the morning of the second day or the third day. 

HARCOURT! J.: When you ask : "Did you go to Lobatsi?" do 

you mean "you" personally, in the singular, or "we", meaning 

all members of the party?----We all went. (10 

MR. COMBRII~: Did you go as a group?- Or what is the position, 

when you say you all went?----We went in rows of five, following 

one another. 

And what did you have to do in Lobatsi?-----We 

signed forms when we arrived there. (15 

Do you know what type of form this was?----I don't 

know what it is but I think it is permit en route. 

Now you have already told the Court that six pers ons 

had apparently lost their way?----Yes. 

You said that they joined the 30-odd of you at the(20 

plantation?----They came to us in the plantation in the 

morning. 

And you say accused No.14 and 5 you said were in this 

group?-----Bernard and Samson. 

That is correct. And you sayan explanation (25 

was given why they - where they bad been?----Yes. 

Now who gave the explanation, firstly?-----Bernard, 

accused No.14. 

here was accused No.5 at the time the explanation 

was made?---They were all together at the time, all those (30 

that lost their way. 

And where were the other accused?----They were 

all/ ••••• 



Sl. G.Gaxkana: 

all sitting down at the time. 

With you, or elsewhere?----We were all sitting in a 

group. 

Very well, what was the explanation?---They explained 

that we were ahead and it was dark when we entered the (S 

plantation, they could not see us. 

Yes, was anything else said?-----And they said 

that they entered through the gate. 

Entered what through the gate?----They said there was 
gate leading through this 

a fence and there was a~fence and they went through this (10 

gate. 

Was anything else said?----They said that they had 

gone to the station thinking that we had gone to the station. 

And they said they could not find us there. They looked 

around until they found us. Harry Bambane went out and (IS 

he found us. Harry is the person who came to us and he was 

asked to go and look for the other five, and brought them 

along. 

Now the explanation,you said, came from - I beg 

your pardon, MILord, the explanation you gave the Court now,(20 

from whom <iDa it come? 

HARCOURT, J.: 

MR. COMBR1NK: 

Given by accused No.14. 

Thank yQU MILord. 

At the time when you were approached at Port Eliza

beth by Ntwalo, was your chest complaint mentioned or not? (2S 

-----1 told him that I was not well and that I should tell my 

relatives first. 

with Zulu. 

Are you - what language do you speak?----Xhosa. 

Do you speak Zulu?----I am not fully acquainted 

(30 

ould you, as a Xhosa, speaking only Xhosa, understan 

a person only speaking Zulu, or not?-----Yes , I can understand 

one/ •••••• 
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one another, like they understand me now in Court. 

And when you spoke to accused No.12, that is Masuku, 

what language did you speak in?-----I spoke in Xhosa and I 

would use Zulu words here and there. 

HARCOURT! J .: hat language did he speak?----He spoke (5 

Zulu and he used to use Xhosa wor s ere a there. 

MR. COMBRINK: At the time when Joe Modise addressed you 

at the truck was any explanation asked by anyone or not, 

concerning what he had to say?----They did not say anything at 

that time. (10 

M'Lord I now require the use of what I am now going 

to put to the witness, a little later. I approach your 

Lordship first, regarding the question I am about to ask. 

I want the witness, if possible to repeat what he had said 
(15 

in the terms of the address by Joe Modise . In his own language -

in Xhosa, in other words. 

HARCOURT, J .: Well we l~ve bad three occasions when he has 

repeated what he said. You led him irl(ul1 •••• (Mr. Combrink 

intervenes) 

MR. COMBRINK: And twice in cross-examination. 

HARCOURT, J.: Mr . Law led him again and then Mr. Law asked 

him for the 

(20 

and he got it . So if you want it a fourth time, you may have 

it Mr . Combrink, but we have bad three occasions on which he 

has been asked. (25 

MR. C01ffiRINK: M'Lord, I shan't take the Court through the 

tedium of that again. 

NO FURTHER QUESTIONS BY MR. COMBRINK: 

HARCOURT, J .: On your travels did you meet a person by the 

name of illiam Msimang?-----There was a person William 

Msimang with us. 

,'here was he?---- (Court adds) Of all the place~ 

you/ •••••• 

(30 



53 . G. Gaxkana: 

you have mentioned?-----He was there at the place where we 

first met in Bechuanaland . 

yes?-----And from there as we travelled to the place 

where we were arrested, he was in our company. 

All the time?----Yes, all the time. 

Was he present when Joe Modise delivered this 
or talk , 

exhortation, or barangue,Aor whatever you like to call it? 

----yes, he was, inside the lorry. 

Did he in particular make any enquiry or que tion 

(5 

\\;:eJ::d:::~se 
at all?----No, nobody made enquiries from (10 

DM you speak to this person William Msimang at all? 

----I remember that I did speak to him. 

Did you learn what work he did, or where he lived? 

-----He told me the kind of work he did. (15 

What work did you understand he did?----He told me 

that he was first a teacher, and later an interpreter in 

Court . I have forgotten the place where he told me he lived. 

Did you gather any i~pression as to why he was 

undertaking the journey which you were all undertaking? (20 

----We were all warned at the same time, we were all together, 

and I was under the impression that he goes to where we are 

going to as well. 

Well did you gather any impression from him?----

No, I did not, but he accompanied us. (25 

During cross-examination by Mr. Fuller, that is the 

second defence counsel who cross-examined you, he put to you 

that accused No . 9 went into Lobatsi . That is Paulus. Now 

as I understood you you denied that saying that you were with 

him and he did not go . ----That is correct . 

Subsequently I understood you to say that all of 

you went into Lobatsi in groups of five to sign certain 

forms/ •• ••• • 

(30 
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forms which you believed to be permits en route -----Yes • 

Did accused No.9 go into Lobatsi to sign such a 

permit?---He also went. 

Why did you deny that he went into Lobatsi when 

it was put to you?----I had forgotten at that stage when I (5 

was asked. It later came to me. 

Surely when counsel specifically puts that one of 

the accused - No.9 in this case - did a particular thing, you 

couldn't forget about that, could you?-----I had forgotten 

because I myself had forgotten that I had gone into 

Lobatsi. 

Did you yourself attach any significance at the 

time to the singing of this song concerning Mandela?----I 
happy 

(10 

feltAabout singing it, singing that Mandela was coming and has 

strength. (15 

ihy were you happy? In singing it, I mean?----It is 

a nice song and I like singing it . 

And was it the only song that you sang in your journey 

from Livingstone southwards?-----No, after that there were many 

other songs sung. (20 

And were they the variety of songs that young Bantu 

men gather together and usually sing?----Yes, also songs 

similar to that mentioned. 

Do you know the English term a "hit parade" about 

sODgs?-----No. (25 

At any rate when you were singing these various so s 

did you attach any particular political importance to your 

singing?-----I was a politician at the time ••• (inaudible.) 

The songs you were singing there you bad heard 

frequently before? ----yes, I heard them before. (30 

And you had probably sung them before at New 

Brighton, long before you went on this journey?-----Yes f songs 

we/ ••••• 
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55. G. Gaxkana: 

we sang, sang before, long time before. 

Yes, and you sang them on various social occasions? 

-----Yes, they are also songs that we have on records at 

home. 

I ask you again, did you attach any particular (5 

significance to the fact that you were singing songs in that 

bus?-----I say when singing this I felt strong, expecting him 

to come along and come back with us. 

Do you know how old you are?----I was born in 1939. 

You are 26 this year, are you?----Yes. (10 

And what standard of education did you attain?---

Standard six. I went as far as standard six, but did not pass 

it. 

You passed standard five?----Yes. 

And as one subject of your schooling did you take (15 

English?----I did learn English at school. 

PART NOT RECORDED. 

HARCOURT, J.: Could you please play back the last questions 

asked by Mr. Niehaus? ~hich are recorded, because we do not 

know how far the machine got. (20 

RECORD IS PLAYED BACK. 

UESTIONS BY MR. NIEHAUS: On your way to Livingst one 

did you mention your chest troubles to any of your companions? 

----yes, I did speak about it. 

To whom?----I think they all know about it, (25 

because I mentioned it in general, not to a particular person. 

Now why did you mention that?-----Just asked one 

another how it was, how he was keeping, and I just mentioned 

in general conversation. 

38 of you arrived in the plantation in Bechuanaland(30 

you said?----Yes, we were 38 in the plantation in Bechuanaland. 

And I think you told the Court that 37 left?-----

Yes.I •••••• 
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56. G. Gaxkana: 

Yes . 

Now the one that did not accompany you to Living

stone, can you tell the Court from which group he was?----

The 38th person is the person who fetched us from Krugers-

dorp station. (5 

NO FURTHER QUESTIONS BY MR. NIEHAUS: 

NO FURTHER QUESTIONS BY MR . COMBRINK: 

NO FURTHER QUESTIONS BY MR . LAW. 

MR. LAW: MILord, not as a question, but may I compare my note 

of the lost answer when the microphone broke . (10 

HARCOURT , J . : The note I have is: "In regard to your chest 

trouble I told no one on the journey to Livingstone about it. 

I mentioned the chest trouble to one of my companions, I 

canlt say who . " Those are the two answers I recorded when 

the machine wasnlt working. (15 

MR . LAW: M'Lord, the answers I recorded were:"I had no chest 

trouble on the journey. " 

HARCOURT, J.: Yes, none on the journey. 

MR. LAW: "I think I did tell one of them I had chest 

trouble . " 

HARCOURT, 

MR. LAW : 

J • : Yes," I can I t say 

.. I think t hey knew. " 

whom . .. 

HARCOURT , J . : I am sorry, when I said no one it is none, 

he had none on the journey. 

(20 

MR. LAW. As MILord pleases. (25 ~ 
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