o

P

DR. VERWOERD has slapped down members of his party who have been
too free in their interpretation of his call for national unity. He has
attacked them in two long statements, issued exclusively fo the Nationalist
Press. During the period of the referendum many Nationalist supporters
waxed eloquent on the theme of unity. Never before had South Africa
known such promise of give and take.

Some non-Nationalists even
deluded themselves that the
ruling hierarchy were ready to
listen to suggestions as to how
official colour policy might be
modified in order to achieve
unity.

Last week the reply came,
sharp and clear. The Prime
Minister sailed into the “integra-
tionists” inside and outside his
party. He said that some
Republicans have -shown “liberal-
istic tendencies in regard to
colour policy.”

The wording of his two state-
ments shows that Dr. Verwoerd
found it necessary to come out
into the open because the stir-
rings of discontent looked like
getting out of hand. )

Of late too many members and
supporters of the Nationalist
Party have been talking about
revising the policy of the party,
especially in so far as the
Coloureds are concerned. Dr.
Verwoerd's = cronies complain
that advantage has been taken
of his great magnanimity in this
period of his Republican triumph.

New frend

UT this attempt to
break from.the party
line  does not flow  from the
referendum alone. It all began
with Sharpeville. In the panic of
those days, the Nationalists
quickly developed symptoms of
reasonableness. The diehards lost
their . arrogance and there were
whisperings in party circles of a
more moderate approach to the
colour problem. The suspension
of the pass laws was one sign
of the changed mood of the
Nationalists.

New opinions, challenging the
old ways of thinking in National-
ist ecircles, found their way into
the party press. They revealed a
desire on the part of party sup-
porters to make concessions to
the non-Whites. It became almost
fashionable to talk about a new
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deal for the Coloured people,

In Parliament, the Minister
of the Interior, Mr. Naude,
thanked the Coloureds for their
behaviour during the upheavals
of March and declared, “I can
assure them that they will not
find us unappreciative of their
courageous and loyal attitude.”
The Minister’s cue was quickly

taken up by his Deputy, Mr.
Botha, who told a meeting at
Hopefield that the Coloureds were
an appreciable group of one and
a half million people who could
help the Whites to preserve Wes-
tern standards in South Africa.
In this way the Coloureds, as
well as the Whites were led to
believe that the Government in-
tended to be more generous in
their treatment of the Coloured

people.
Support

HIS belief was fostered

by the next moves of

the Government. ‘A special com-

mittee was set up by the Cape

-Nationalist leader, Dr. Donges,

under tHe chairmanship of Mr.

Paul Sauer, who had spoken of

a new deal for Coloureds at
Humansdorp.

This step was taken as an
invitation to the supporters of
the Party to come forward with
proposals to improve upon the
policy which created ill-feeling
at home and hostility abroad.

Among those who thereupon
advocated a bold break from
the past were the intelligentsia
of SABRA, whe asked the

Government to agree fo give

Coloureds the right to be

elected to Parliament.

This view gained wide support
among Cape Nationalists. Dr.
Verwoerd and his henchmen were
quick to see the potential danger
to Nationalist domination if this
idea spread, so prompt steps were
taken to nip it in the bud. .

The first move was to appoint
another committee to override
the Cape committee. A Cabinet
committee, with Dr. Verwoerd
as chairman, thereafter took
control of any investigations that
might be thought advisable in
connection with a new deal for
the Coloureds.

Settied

HE two statements
I last week settled the
matter once and for all. They
extinguished anything the Cape
committee might have recom-
mended. They are a firm order
to party members to get back
in line. ¢

Dr. Verwoerd has spoken. This

'lis mow the official policy of the

Nationalist Party. Anyone who
dares to propose anything differ-
ent will be smartly disciplined.

As is his custom, the Prime
Minister is careful to point out
that he has been consistent all
along the line. He reminds his
supporters and epponents that

‘|he has always said that broader

{unity cannot be bought by giving

up principlés on the colour ques-

This is perfectly true. Dr.
Verwoerd is net flexible.
Understandably, his opponents
are constantly looking for

flexibility in Dr, Verweerd.
The public, sick and tired of

the unceasing anxieties and

upheavals of baasskap aparf~

heid keep on trying to pene-
trate the iron curtain of his
apartheid monomania.

Always, their efforts end In
disappointment and their hopes
are dashed to the ground. But
the optimists will never learn.
They cannot believe that any
man can be so. dogmatic and
unyielding,

The two statements by Dr.
Verwoerd this week make two
things quite clear. The first is
that it is quite futile to expect
any moderation in the extremist
policies of the Nationalist Party
as long as the present leadership
remains, ;

The second is that the mnon-
Whites will get no concessions
whatsoever from the present
Government. In spite of the
grand words by Ministers and
others, the Coloured people can
expeet nothing - better than
paternal domination.
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HIGH COST OF MEDICAL SERVICES

S. Africa Needs A National
Health Scheme

A NATIONAL Health Service has become an urgent necessity
because an increasing number of sick men, women and
children can no longer afford to go to hospital for proper medical

attention.

This is the view expressed by the South African Trade Union
Council in a memorandum to the Commission of Enquiry into

High Costs of Medical Services and Medicines.

In saying this, the trade
unions have stirred the embers
of a fire which died down more
than twelve years ago.

At the end of the war it
seemed certain that South Africa
would have a National Health
Scheme. But, as often happens
with worthy projects, the plans
were pigeon-holed. Opponents
of the scheme did all they could
to kill it and finally succeeded
with the argument that the
country could not carry the
financial burden,

To soften the blow, the dis-
appointed people were given a
limited provincial scheme of free
hospitalisation. This operated
under severe handicap until it
was abolished in 1958, Now all
medical attention must be paid
for.

Workers’ ' Charter

RADE unionists have parti-
cular cause to feel bitter
about health services. They feel
that they have been badly let
down.

In the more promising days
gone by they were led to believe
that these post-war- years
would be blessed with generous
social security measures, General
Smuts, who maintained close
liaison with trade union leaders
throughout the war, encouraged
them to take an interest in post-
war planning and help in the
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making of the better South
Africa,
In November, 10944, the S.A.

Trades & Labour Council, which
was then the mouthpiece of all
trade unions (to-day there are
no less than four federations and
several unions have no affilia-
tion) presented to the Govern-
ment a Workers’ Charter, in
which a number of fundamental
demands were set out.

The Council considered that it
was quite within the capacity of
South Africa to implement these
demands and so bring about a
new order, “where security of
employment, freedom from want
and poverty, with a happy and
prosperous life, can be attained
for all our people, irrespective
of race, colour or creed.”

In this Charter, - the trade
unions asked for a National
Health Service, to provide free
and adequate medical, dental,
nursing and hospital services for
all sections of the community.
They stressed that a radical
change would have to take place
and the promotion of health be
given priority, so as to reduce
the cost of curative medical ser-
vices.

All aspects of public health
were dealt with, emphasis being
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laid upon the payment of ade-
quate wages and salaries, to en-
able workers to live under
healthy conditions, where proper
physical and recreational facili-
ties, health centres and creches
would be provided.

These proposals were well re-
ceived by the Government of
the day and there was a general
expectancy among workers that
steps were being taken to end
their constant fears of being re-
duced to poverty because of ill-
ness in the home,

That was fifteen years ago.
Some of those hopeful workers
have passed on. Others, older
and wiser in the ways of go-
vernments, have resigned them-
selves to the fact that the crush-
ing cost of ill-health must con-
tinue to be a burden carried by
South Africa’s workers,

Productivity

N a country where there is so
much talk about low pro-
ductivity, it is amazing that so
little is done to promote the
good health of the communily.
Hardly any attention is paid to
one of the main causes of low
productivity.

Observant industrialists know

well enough that ill-health
lowers efficiency and retards
production. Medical  experts

would be the first to admit that
workers in poor health cannot
perform their tasks adequately,

Yet, far too many South Afri-
cans of all races are expected
to do a proper day's work in
spite of indifferent health.

In most cases the deficiences
could be easily remedied, if the
unfortunate workers could af-
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ford the advice and services of
doctors and specialists.

Unfortunately, the Govern-
ment is not willing to take on
the responsibility of overall care
for the general health of the
nation. While money can be
found for almost everything else,
it is never available for the com-
mon good.

Social Security

URING the war years it was
fashionable for groups in
all spheres of public life to en-
gage in drawing blue prints for
the wonderful new world that
was to emerge after victory was
won and the boys came march-
ing home,

Commissions, committees and
study groups spent long hours
in exhhaustive enquiries into ways
and means of providing every
human being with comolete so-
cial security. South Africa had

a Social Security Committee and
a Select Committee and an In-
ter-Departmental Commitee,
which in turn examined ways
and means of introducing a com-
social

prehensive security

scheme.

The outcome of all the work
of these three committees was
that the original idea of social
security measures like the New
Zealand

ridge Plan in Britain was aban-

Scheme or the Beve-
doned in favour of some adjust-
ments in existing social pensions

and services,

In the field of health, a Na-
tional Health Services Commis-
sion was appointed in 1042. This
commission conducted an ex-
haustive survey throughout the
country and produced one of the
finest have

reports ever to

emerged from a commission in

i

this country. The report said,
among other things, that health
services Were not available to
all sections of the people. “They
are distributed mainly among the
wealthier sections who on ac-
count of their economic poten-
tialities, should need them least ;
and are but POOrly gunnlied to
the under-privilegeq sections,
who require them most,”

AS the Position changed
over the Past 15 yeqyg7
Now that free hospit

has been abolished ang

alisation
a severe
means test has been introduced,
is it not true to say to-day that
the majority of the People cannot
afford :ldeqlmte ,medicilvl atten-
tion, while the tidh pan buy it
in abundanc€’
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Reprinted from Race Relations Journal (S.A. Institute of Race Relatlons,‘
Johannesburg), Vol. XXVII, No. 4, October-December, 1960. |

SYMPOSIUM

on Racial Policies of

SOUTH AFRICA’S MAIN POLITICAL PARTIES

JN this issue of the Race Relations Journal we present a sym-

- posium of political viewpoints. The articles have been written
by well-known representatives of the different political parties and
give a clear picture of the racial policy of each.

It is to be regretted that the National Party refused to accept
our invitation to contribute to the symposium, thus denying our
readers the opportunity of considering first-hand information from
a reliable source.

An invitation to contribute to the Symposium was
extended to the National Party, but, although individual
members of standing expressed themselves willing to
comply, the office of the party concerned refused to enter-
tain the idea, thus missing an invaluable opportun’ty of
explaining the Government’s aims to interested readers.
We regret that our invitation, made in all good faith,
should have been rejected in the letter reproduced below.

“l acknowledge receipt of your letter of the 4th
instant in connection with a short article for your journal.

I cannot accept your invitation to supply you with
such an article.

Our Information Service has its own ways and means

whereby it publishes the policy of the National Party and
disseminates reading matter in connection with it.”.

THE LIBERAL PARTY OF
SOUTH AFRICA

The Liberal Party of South Africa was formed in 1953 by a
group of South Africans of all races. At the time it was the only
non-racial political party in South Africa and it is still the only
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one with a truly representative non-racial membership. From the
beginning this membership has been open to any adult person
prepared to subscribe to the principles for which the Party stands.
From the beginning the conduct of Party affairs has been in the
handg of South Africans from all sections of the community,
working together at all levels, From the beginning policies have
been worked out together by people who represent a reasonable
cross-section, racial and economic, of the South African commu-

nity. What are these policies?

Fundamentally the policies
of the Liberal Party have one
quite simple aim—to do away
with the Colour Bar in every
sphere of life in South Africa
and to replace our present
racial discriminatory society
with one in which rights will be
open to all South Africans and
responsibilities shared by them.
To achieve this society many of
our existing laws will have to
g0 and many new programmes
started. There is no point in
tabulating all the laws which
the Liberal Party would repeal
but amongst them would be the
Pass Laws, Group Areas Act,
Job Reservation, Separate Uni-
versities, Bantu  Education,
Bantu Authorities and all the
other myriad laws which re-
strict the rights of individuals
or impinge on their private
lives.

Future Programme

Having got rid of the bad, old
laws what programmes would the
Party introduce to try to establish
the kind of society which it wants?
In the economic field, the Party will
supplement the removal of all
restrictions on the opportunity to
acquire and use skill, by greatly
increasing basic, technical educa-
tion; it will encourage private
enterprise, with the proviso that
monopoly power should be con-
trolled and that the state should
regard it as a primary and urgent
task to provide a full range of

social services—health, educational,
unemployment, old age etc.—for
the whole community. Trade
Unions would be encouraged and in
rural areas a drive to ensure proper
standards of housing, pay and skill
amongst farm workers will be
launched. Housing will provide one
of the greatest problems confront-
ing whatever Government succeeds
Dr, Verwoerd and it may take years
to solve. The Liberal Party will
establish a special Housing Minis-
try to handle it. Improved housing
and the removal of restrictions in
employment, education and social
services will solve some of our
health problems, but many will
remain, and the long-term plans of
the Party envisage a co-ordinated,
nation-wide health service directed
at prevention rather than cure and
with a shift in emphasis from
hospitalisation towards domiciliary
and clinical treatment.

Education

In education, the Party aims to
provide free, compulsory schooling
up to Standard VI, or the age of
16, as soon as is practicable. Ob-
viously this will not happen in a
day but it must happen as soon as
possible and, in order to make it
possible, schools must be built,
teachers trained and the bitter
legacies of Bantu Education and
CNO methodically worked out of
the whole school system. As soon
as possible free education up to
Standard X should be available to
any child who wants it. Although
the Party aims to create an inte-
grated school system it will, as an
interim measure, provide mixed and
non-mixed schools and parents will
be free to choose to which they will
send their children. The Party is

140



committed to a mass literacy cam-
paign and to the removal of
university discrimination.

Land Settlement Act

Land presents a problem in every
mixed community in Africa but
nowhere is it as acute as here,
where Non-White people have ac-
cess to only about one-seventh of
the land. There is no more
explosive issue than this. How does
one bring about a more equitable
distribution without undermining
productivity? The Liberal Party will
remove all restrictions on the right
to buy land, except for temporary
protection for African rights in the
Reserves; it will make the provi-
sions of the Land Settlement Act
applicable to all groups and its
Government will itself purchase
land on the open market and make
this available to private purchasers,
with assistance. But this will almost
certainly not be enough to satisfy
the demand for land from people
who at present have none and it is
therefore intended to use legislative
measures and taxation to force back
on to the market land which is not
productively used. If this is not
effective, and always subject to the
individual’s right of access to the
Courts, other legislative pressures
will have to be examined.

Universal Suffrage

The franchise is the issue which
divides people of different political
persuasions more sharply than any
other in South Africa. After years
of debate in the only satisfactory
forum for a sensible solution to our
problems—one in which South
Africans of all groups meet and
discuss and vote together—the
Liberal Party accepts universal
suffrage as the franchise system to
aim for in South Africa. The Party
does not believe that the attainment
of universal suffrage will necessarily
usher in a new world flowing with
milk and honey, but it does believe
that a non-racial society based on
universal suffrage is the only effec-
tive alternative in our country to
either white domination, black
domination or Communism.

The Party does not only believe

that a person has a right to a say
in the election of the people who
govern him, it believes that, for as
long as any section of the commu-
nity is denied the vote, for so long
will the Government have on its
hands a dissatisfied body of people
who owe it no loyalty and feel no
obligation to ensure its stability,
Stability is more certain when every-
one votes than it is when some
people cannot. Nevertheless, the
Party is only too aware of the
abuses a minority Government has
produced in South Africa and of
those a majority Government might
produce.

Coupled with universal suffrage it
sees the need for a rigid constitution,
entrenched in which would be a
Bill of Rights, guaranteeing to
every person those particular per-
sonal rights which touch his life
most closely and which the Univer-
sal Declaration attempts to specify.
All legislation would be subject to
examination by the Courts, whose
function it would be to protect indi-
vidual members of society from
arbitrary interference by the State
in their private affairs.

Briefly, this is the sort of society
the Liberal Party wants. How does
it intend to bring it about? It
certainly hopes to do so by winning
seats in Parliament through contest-
ing elections, but the Party recog-
nised and accepted years ago that it
has an extra-Parliamentary role as
much as it has a Parliamentary
role.

As long as the political struggle
in South Africa is confined to the
Parliamentary field alone, the
Nationalists have shown that they
cannot lose. They have marked the
pack and every deal gives them all
the aces. It is in any case impossible
for four-fifths of our people, and
the majority of members of the
Liberal Party, to do anything at all
through Parliament. They are ex-
cluded from it completely. Extra-
Parliamentary pressure is therefore
quite justified in South Africa and
the Liberal Party is committed to
its use as long as it is non-violent.

The Party recognises very clearly
the dangers of violence. It also
knows that the longer the National-
ists stay in power the greater the
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danger of conflict destroying all
that is good in our society. The last
thing the Liberal Party wants is
another.C_ongo, and the surest way
0 get it is to let apartheid go on
along its “merry” way. We believe
that the deterioration in relations
between the races iS SO grave now
that extra-Parliamentary pressures
Of a non-violent nature are the only
real hope of bringing change with-
out large scale violence, We hope
that such pressures will induce white
Supremacists to revise their attitudes
and that, confronted with the non-
racial policy the Liberal Party
offers at its inter-racial meetings,
the_y will be persuaded to accept, as
their best hope for the future, the
Doq-dxscrlminatory, non-racial
Soclety we aim to establish.
¢ Liberal Party may not have
achieved startling electoral successes
!0 the last seven years but in that
TeSpect it is no different from any
other opposition party. What it has
done, T believe, is to show that non-
{;cnahsm can work. It has shown
AL, even in South Africa, with all

the tensions about us, it is possible
to build up a body of people who
can work together without being
conscious of their race and without
thinking in racial terms. In South
Africa this is revolutionary. And it
has had its impact. The Party has
grown steadily, if slowly, amongst
all groups. It continues to do so.
Its views may not be acceptable to
most white people at present, but it
is our belief that time and events
will lead to their becoming so. In
the meantime, if the Congo has one
lesson for us it is of the possible
consequences when there is no com-
munity of interest cutting across
tribal and racial barriers. Its story
might have been quite different if
there had been such community of
interest. The Liberal Party is out to
create it in South Africa and to
build across the colour line a body
of people who know and like and
trust one another. It will do so on
the basis of a policy which would
be regarded not as radical but as
common-sense anywhere else in the
civilised world.

THE SOUTH AFRICAN LABOUR
PARLY.

The principal object of the South African Labour Party,

declared soon after its

inception in 1908 and remaining in its

Constitution ever since, is “to secure for the producers by hand or

brain,

the full fruits of their industry

and the most equitable

bution thereof . . . and to secure the best obtainable system of

Popular
with a

socialist commonwealth”.

With this end in view, the
abour Party strives for equal
OPportunity ~ for all South
Ticans and their protection
against economic exploitation
and unjust discrimination. The
abour Party believes that
rac1a11§m in South Africa has its
T0Ots in material greed and is
fostered by those who seek to

administration and control of each industry and service,
view to the ultimate achievement of a democratic and

enrich themselves at the expense
of workers of all races.

Equality

The Labour Party is inspired by
a moral philosophy which claims
that all men and women are basic-
ally equal; it is guided by a
practising belief in liberty "and
economic justice, seeking to create
machinery of administration which
will protect human dignity and
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abolish man-made inequalities in
the material distribution of goods
and incomes.

The Labour Party has a deep-
rooted faith in fundamental human
rights and the ways of democracy,
and holds that if democracy is to
survive and expand in Africa, all
those who are governed by the law
must have a say in the making of
the laws. This philosophy deter-
mines the Labour Party’s attitude
to the many racial, social and
economic problems of South Africa

today. It explains the Labour
Party’s strenuous opposition to
policies of baasskap apartheid,

which are rejected on the grounds
that they stifle democratic action,

deny four-fifths of the people
fundamental human rights and
circumscribe the liberty of the
subject.

In the field of labour there is
widespread discrimination on the
basis of colour, presumed to operate
as a protection for White workers
but in fact merely hampering the
progress of the Non-White workers.
To this the Labour Party is
opposed. Its policy is one of equal
opportunity for all workers, subject
o minimum wage standards and
the principle of the rate for the job,
or equal pay for equal work.

Programme—Social and
Economic

1. A minimum wage for all
workers, related to the cost of
living. No wage discrimination
on the grounds of sex, race or
colour.

2. Equal opportunities for all in
the field of labour, with the
right of all workers to per-
form the work they are cap-
able of doing.

3. The protection of earnings
against the ever-rising cost of
living by, among other things,
the control of rent of all
dwellings, the regulation of
profits on all essential con-
sumer goods and services and
‘tihe provision of food subsi-
ies.

4. The protection of all workers
against exploitation and dis-

crimination and the repeal of
all laws which unjustly inter-
fere in the affairs of the trade
unions and hamper their
activities.

5. A National Social Security
Scheme on a contributory
basis, to provide decent pen-
sions for the aged and dis-
abled, free hospitalisation and
medical care for the sick, un-
employment pay, and other
social benefits. The Means
Test must be abolished.

6. Free and Compulsory educa-
tion for all. The abolition of
“Bantu Education”. The right
of universities to admit
students, untrammelled by
racial considerations.

7. The oprovision of decent
housing (at  sub-economic
rentals where necessary) for
the lower income groups, both
European and Non-European.

The Labour Party supports
the objective of a universal
adult franchise. It believes that
the exclusion of Non-Whites
from the South African Parlia-
ment is a provocation against
the Non-White majority, giving
them good reason to despise
democracy. The Party desires to
extend democracy, not restrict
its growth.

As a short-term programme, the
Labour Party advocates the follow-
ing immediate practical constitu-
tional reforms:—

1. The election of members of
the House of Assembly by a
system of proportional repre-
sentation, so that the composi-
tion of Parliament will truly
reflect the political outlook of
the electorate.

2. The abolition of Government-
nominated Senators and a
reform of the Senate.

3. The repeal of statutes which
have curtailed civil, political
and personal liberties, such as
the Suppression of Commu-
nism Act, the Group Areas
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Act, the Public Safety Act and
the Riotous Assemblies Act.

4. The restoration of Native Re-
presentation in Parliament and
the extension of this franchise
right to all provinces, so that
the African people would have
10 representatives in the
House of Assembly. African
voters should be entitled to
elect to Parliament members
of their own race. The com-
mon roll right of the Coloured
voters of the Cape should also
be restored and extended to
all provinces.

Native Policy

The social and economic pro-

UNITED PARTY

gramme and the political and con-
stitutional reforms outlined above
envisage that our African popula-
tion is to be treated as an integral
part of our whole population.

The Labour Party advocates co-
operation between the racial groups
in contradiction to apartheid.
Differences in cultural and educa-
tional levels cannot be disregarded
but these can never justify exploita-
tion and the denial of human rights
and opportunities.

The aim of the Labour Party—
the attainment of social justice—
applies equally to European and
Non-European.

COLOUR POLICY

A Policy for Orderly Advance

(Incorporating thoughts from recent policy statements by
Sir De Villiers Graaff, M. P.)

The voyages of discovery of
the fifteenth and early sixteenth
centuries opened a new chapter
In the history of the world and
brought new problems, the most
perverse of which have been the
problems of bringing advanced
cultures to primitive environs
and establishing a peaceful co-
existence among the peoples of
the East, the West and now on
the continent of Africa.

After 500 years, these prob-
lems are only now nearing their
apogee, though at different rates
In different parts of the world.
The pioneers of North America,
for example, have achieved for
that continent a degree of
stability, prosperity and inter-
national status that has earned
for the Americans the right to
adjudicate as one of the world’s
champions of justice and liberty.
We South Africans have so far

earned a different fate. Our
history is 150 years behind
America’s, our continent poorer,
our primitive people more
numerous and our concept of
stability and our concern for
just government still compro-
mised because of our desire for
the maintenance of Western
culture in South Africa.

Traditional

South Africa’s traditional colour
policy has so far had no respite
from these influences; we emerge in
the mid-twentieth century with our
problems more involved than ever
as a result of a tidal wave of
nationalism among the under-
developed people on the continent
of Africa, all the more dangerous
and difficult to handle because of
its dependance on emotion and
strong personal objectives, rather
than on objectivity and the wish for
gradual evolution.

At times it appears almost impos-
sible to reconcile the just aspirations
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of the Black man with the equally
Just rights of the White man to
maintain himself on this continent.
But in South Africa, we believe, the
chancqs of making this difficult
reconciliation are better than any-
where else. Here our ratio of White
to Black is one to three, compared
with the next highest White nation
In Africa, in the Federation of
Rhodesia and Nyasaland, where it
1S one to 26.

We also have a large Westernised
group, the Coloureds, numbering
about 1,500,000 and an Asian group
numbering 500,000. These groups
prefer Western ways of life to what
one could call “Africanism”.

And jn South Africa the White
man’s claim to the land which he
occupies is stronger than anywhere
else, for here the Black man is as
much a settler as the White man. If
We would follow sensible policies
We can maintain and strengthen
Western civilisation here to the
great benefit not only of all people
In South Africa, but also of the
whole Western world in its struggle
against Communism.

et few countries of the Western
world believe that we can succeed
in this at the present time. Their
doubts arise because our Govern-
ment has for twelve years placed
undue emphasis on the restrictive
aspects—and too little on the
Positive aspects—of a racial policy
that can have little chance of suc-
Cess in any event.

Failure

Government policy has so far
failed South Africa because it has
1gnored the inescapable facts of our
hlstory: South Africa has, relatively
speaking, enjoyed an almost unpre-
cedentgd rate of economic deveFop-
ment in the last 20 years. Unduly

arsh restrictions on immigration
have kept our White population to
a4 minimum, which has meant the
%rowth of an economy dependent
:1' s existence on Native labour.
Nlth_ough a_considerable number of
Natives  still  fall under tribal
lfnﬂuence In the Reserves, it is a
tg“ that there is no way back for

e urbanised Native, Here is the
tl:]rux of the Government's dilemma:

€re 1s the wheel on which the

Government’s policy of separate
development must break—a fact
which more and more Nationalist
supporters are beginning to realise.

Men like Prof, N. J. J. Olivier,
vice-chairman of SABRA, are
making statements today that would
have been regarded as heretical
even a few months ago. “The fun-
damental error of the past has been
to make race or colour the sole
criterion—unless we can get away
from this attitude which entails a
fundamental change in policy, I
can see only hardship, strife and
conflict ahead.” (Rand Daily Mail,
25.10.1960.)

Blind Spots

Will men like these get the
Government to change its attitude?
1t is not likely: there are blind spots
in Nationalist thinking that have
done as much harm as any inten-
tional racial measures. Dr. Ver-
woerd is reported to be adamant in
his view that he will give Non-
Whites maximum advancement on
their side of the colour line, that he
is in no way prepared to retreat
from that line—a perpetuation of
Nationalist ideological insistence on
“every man in his place”:—a place
they have set themselves to define.
There can be no reconciliation
between this hypothesis and the
fact of a large, permanent Native
settlement on a basis of intimate
daily contact in areas that the
theory of apartheid must define as
“White”.

A Place For Every Man

The Government’s policy of
separate develooment is; therefore,
no answer to South Africa’s
dilemma. The development of the
Reserves, while praiseworthy in
itself, provides only an arm to lean
on and does not build the whole
man. In answer to the Nationalist
policy’s “every man in his place”,
we of the United Party believe in a

lace for every man, whatever his
anguage, his creed or colour. A
policy suited to the South African
situation cannot, however, for some
years avoid the compromises
required by the fact that our popu-
lation groups are at different stages
of development; a measure of
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differentiation in the co-existence of

€se groups will therefore persist.
IS 1S a vastly different attitude
from that adopted by the present
G_ovqrn_ment who accept blatant
discrimination against some sections
In favour of others as a substitute
for the well-being of all South
Africans. Job Reservation is a
glaring example. The bitter frustra-
tion and injustice that can be
Perpetuated by the jmplementation
Of the letter of this particular piece
Of apartheid legislation, and the
Ministerial spirit behind it, are
Intolerable to any administrator
With an ounce of common humanity
In his bones, quite apart from its
distuptive effect on the economic
system.

Our problems are real and our
efforts to solve them will remain
largely empirical, but no solution
¢an endure that so denies principles
o Justice as do such aspects of

ationalist apartheid policy.

We of the United Party accept
that we are all here together and
We shall have to remain together.

€ must realise that we are wholly
COmmitted to the Western way of
!le, and the industrial and scientific
technology on which it rests. The
urban Native must be accepted as
an essential and permanent part of

€, geonomic and social order.

.PTOSDel‘lty is indivisible and a
TSing standard of living must be
Ustained for all sections of our
People, no matter what their race
or colour. The bulk of our people

s already been brought into a
Money economy, from which they
cannot now pe excluded, except at
€normouys expense to us all and at

€ cost of making our whole
Society unstable,

Prosperity
thgm' economic potential is such
we should be embarking upon
& beriod of increased prosperity and
gns:n_g living standards for all
t°°t1°"_S of the population. In fact,
€re is no reason why we should
?Ot develop as fast, if not faster,
wa" any other young country in the
f?r]d’ once freed from the retarding
lenofif:tii sof the unrealistic Nationalist

here is no doubt that our racial

problems will be easier to solve in
a period of rapidly rising living
standards and growing national
prosperity. The circumstances, the
population distribution and the
history of this multi-racial country
of ours combines to lay upon us the
unavoidable duty of demonstrating
that people of different races,
different colours, different back-
ground, and different standards of
culture and civilisation, can work
and live together successfully and
in harmony.

We do not live in a static society;
there is room for modification, for
alteration, for adaptation. A major
adaptation in the thinking of many
South Africans that is now mneces-
sary is to distinguish between the
tribal Native with his roots in the
Reserves and the permanently de-
tribalised Native who has become
part of our money economy.
Accepting this distincfion we em-
phasise the development of the
Reserves with White capital and
White skill in the interests of those
Natives who are still tribal.

No one will deny that our politi-
cal problems in South Africa will
be simplified if certain areas are
predominantly White and certain
areas are predominantly Black.
Different political solutions may be
possible in the predominantly Black
areas. But it is futile to imagine that
we can ever have total racial
segregation as Dr. Verwoerd im-
plies. We will always have a large
settled Native population in the
White areas with no roots in the
Reserves,

Real Challenge

The real political challenge in
South Africa is whether we will
have the courage to accept the fact
of a permanently detribalised Native
population. This group must be
accorded representation and that
representation must be primarily
based upon a permanent urban
middle-class whose emergence Gov-

ernment policy should foster.
Furthermore, the vast mass of
statutory restrictions upon our

Native peoples will have to be
carefully and expertly examined so
that no one in South Africa, Black
or White, will suffer unnecessary
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assaults upon his personal freedom
and his personal dignity,

Asian Needs

In respect of our Asians, imme-
diate attention must be given to the
effect of the application of the
Group Areas Act upon their
€conomic enterprises. The National-
15t Party can no longer pretend that
Iepatriation is possible. The time
has come, therefore, for negotiation
o determine their future political
Status as a permanent part of the
South African population.

Cape Coloured Group

The Cape Coloured people are a
estern groun. The consequences
of that fact must be faced.
Coloureds, qualified to vote on the
common or the separate roll should
have the right of being elected to
cither House of Parliament if they
€an gain the required support of the
electorate.
. In short, the United Party policy
IS one of willingness to share
Western civilisation with all our
peoples in this country, but not at
the expense of the standard of
civilisation already achieved by
many of our people. And we are
convinced that, in order to main-
tain this standard, European leader-
Ship is essential.
he United Party has always
lookecj to greater rigidity in our
Con:t}tution, not only to protect
the rights of minority groups, but
alS0 to ensure that certain essential

freedoms are preserved. Safeguards
are difficult but not impossible. We
shall seek to introduce this principle
of effective safeguards when the
legislation to establish a republic
comes before Parliament.

Emergent Peoples

Our problems south of the Lim-
popo are part and parcel of the
problems of Africa as a whole. New
nation states have brought indepen-
dence to people who have either
never known it or have no historical
memory of it. Whether it will bring
success or failure, peace or strife,
advance or retreat, no one can see
at the moment; but whatever hap-
pens, it is going to affect us. We
must realise that we cannot stand
still, Tt is vital that we establish and
maintain  friendly relations with
these emergent peoples. What we
lack here is not a new direction but
any sort of direction at all, for if
ever a Government was guilty of
diplomatic bankruptcy, it has been
this Government in respect to the
states of Africa.

We believe that we South
Africans can prove that the great
principles upon which our Western
civilisation has been built are the
right principles for the government
of man even in a multi-racial state.

We are called uvon to discharge
our duty to our country and its
people through a loyalty to South
Africa, greater than any loyalty
which we owe to any section or
group.

PROGRESSIVE PARTY

The Progressive Party

has built its platform on the simple

Proposition that all persons in our mulfi-racial community are
entitled to enjoy democratic rights, and that such rights must be
extended on a basis of merit, not colour. In other words, a man’s
Progress in the community, and his assumption of the responsibili-
ties that go with progress, must be determined by ability and not

the colour of his skin.

It follows that the Progressive
arty rejects the principle of
apartheid as a basis of extend-
Ing political and economic
rights, The Party regards the

thesis of territorial apartheid as
both unattainable and undesir-
able, and it considers that the
enforcement of apartheid in the
economic and industrial spheres
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amounts to discrimination of a
dangerous kind.

On the other side of the picture,
the Party believes that in the con-
ditions that prevail in South Africa,
where large sections of the popula-
tion are still unfortunately primitive
and ignorant, and incapable of
understanding  democratic  proce-

ures in a modern state, it would
be unwise to extend political rights
and responsibilities on a basis of
universal franchise. The Party holds
that experience in our own country
and in other lands such as the
Congo, suggests that democracy can
only work in a community that
under_ste_mds what it is all about and
how it is meant to operate.

Common-Roll Franchise

Accordingly the aim of the Pro-
gressive Party is to extend a
common-roll  franchise to all
sections of the community, irrespec-
tive of colour, on a basis of educa-
tional and economic qualifications.

e plan is that there should be
two voters’ rolls, an “A” roll with
relatively high qualifications to elect
0 per cent of the total number of
members in the House of Assembly,
and a “B”, low-qualification roll to
elect 10 per cent of the members of
the Assembly.

Since it is a democratic principle
that rights already held should not

¢ taken away, all those on the
€Xisting Parliamentary voters’ roll
Would automatically go on to the
new hlgh_—qualiﬁcation “A” roll, but
uture reigstrations would be deter-
Mmined by the qualifications laid
down. These qualifications were
decided as follows at a national
congress of the Party in Johannes-
burg in November, 1960:

A” roll—Union citizenship, to
be defined by law and entrenched in
the constitution; 21 years of age,
Irrespective  of sex;  passing of
standard 8, or standard 6 plus an
income of £25 per month for at
least two years previously or occu-
pation for at least two vyears of
fixed property of an unencumbered
value of £500. A married woman
will ’be_entltled to count her hus-
band’s income or property qualifi-

cations but must stand on her own
educational qualifications.

“B” roll—Union citizenship, to be
defined by law and entrenched in
the constitution; attainment of 21
years of age, irrespective of sex;
literacy according to an objective
prescribed test in an official
language.

It is proposed that the income
and property qualifications should
bz reviewed at five-yearly intervals
by a committee headed by a judge,
and revised upwards or downwards
in accordance with variations in the
purchasing-power of money.

In order that the policy of a
qualified franchise should be accept-
able to Non-Whites, the Progressive
Party’s programme visualises full
educational and economic opportu-
nities. The colour-bar will be
abolished in commerce and indus-
try; universities will again be
allowed to admit whom they desire
to admit, irrespective of race; all
race3 will be allowed to own
property, to seek the work of their
own choice, and to move freely
throughout the land.

However, the Party considers that
it will be necessary, for as long as
can be foreseen, to afford special
protection for groups of the com-
munity. For example, it will be
necessary to protect the land-rights
of Africans in the reserves. The
Party is pledged to a programme of
massive development of the reserves,
not for ideological reasons but
because it believes the rehabilitation
and progress of the reserves to be
in the economic interests of the
country as a whole.

Protection

A Bill of Rights is proposed, to
protect group political and econo-
mic rights. Its provisions include
equality before the law, liberty of
the person, freedom of speech and
the press; freedom of assembly, of
association and religion; inviolabi-
lity of home, right of petition,
privacy of correspondence, prohibi-
tion of forced labour and prohibi-
tion of ex post facto laws. Other
provisions include freedom of
occupation, equal opportunity to
enter the public service and the

148



ritght of parents to select the type
Of education they prefer for their
children,

Senate Reform

The Party hopes to introduce a
further moderating influence into
the legislature through a novel pro-
bosal for reforming the Senate. The
Plan js to elect the Senate directly
by the Parliamentary voters on the
high-qualification roll, the candidate

€ing returned who receives the
argest number of votes, provided
that his votes must include at least
one-fifth of the total votes cast by
Mmembers of each group. This would
€nsure that no candidate who
fought a racial campaign aimed at

a minority would be likely to be
elected,

It is proposed that the Senate
should have power to reject all bills
€Xcept money bills, and that if a
bill “should be rejected twice in
Succession the deadlock should be
resolved at a joint sitting of both
houses, 1t is “also proposed that

senatorial approval should be re-
quired for important public appoint-
ments other than the judiciary and
ordinary civil-service promotions;
that standing committees of the
Senate should review the administra-
tion of each government depart-
ment; and that private bills should
originate in the Senate.

Finally, the Progressive Party
stands for the adoption of a rigid
constitution as opposed to the pre-
sent flexible constitution in which
Parliament s sovereign and can
override entrenched rights  with
comparative ease. The Party is
satisfied that the enactment of a
rigid constitution presents no legal
difficulties, and the procedure to be
followed in so doing, together with
the precise form of the safeguards
te be adopted, are at present being
considered by a commission headed
by Mr. Donald Molteno QC. It is
hoped that the Commission’s report
will be available for adoption or
amendment by a national congress
of the Party in 1961.

THE NATIONAL UNION

By Japie Basson, M.P., Chairman

The National Union has
established what it calls a Pro-
gramme of Priorities,

he programme recognizes
the_ realities of the South

fican situation, but is in-
tended to usher in a Fresh Start
towards a more hopeful and
Co-operative  future for all
Peoples and nations in the
country,

L. The White Nation

The Party believes that the White
People of South Africa possess the
Same right to national and natural
€Xistence as jg possessed by all other
hations of the world,

. It realizes, however, that the
Inveterate rivalry for political power
etween its Afrikaans and English
SPeaking sections has not only

continued to undermine the self-
confidence of the White minority
vis-a-vis the Non-White majority, to
the detriment of all, but also given
rise to a persistent exploitation of
colour prejudices for political gain
— both resulting in an ever increas-
ing repression of Non-White aspira-
tions under succeeding governments,
be it in turn the South African,
United or National Party.

Topping its list of priorities, there-
fore, is an urgent striving for White
national unity, expressed in the full
co-operation, participation and co-
responsibility of both English and

rikaans speaking White com-
munities in the government of the
country, so that the brain-power and
experience of both can be applied
jointly to a serious re-ordering of
race relations generally,

2. The Coloured People
In the nature of things the
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Coloured people provide the most
obvious medium and starting-point
for re-adjustment.
. The Party believes that the exist-
Ing principle of group representation
or the Coloured people in our
leglslal.twe bodies should, in their
Own interest, be retained for the
present, but that fair application of
the principle demands that they be
given the immediate right to elect
their own representatives to Parlia-
ment from their own people.

It follows that the Party wants to
ave measures which assail the
dignity of the Coloured people as
uman beings and as citizens of
the country, removed from the
spheres of policy and administration.

t recognizes, too, that the
Coloured community already pos-
Sesses excellent administrative talent,
which, if further trained and
properly utilized, could be of
Inestimable service to South Africa
at home and in the various branches
of its political, information, trade
and promotional services abroad;
éﬂd the Party wants to see the
oloqred‘ people make this fuller
contribution to the political develop-
ment of the country.

3. The Territorial Bantu

ac}he Party is in favour of energetic
2 1on for the political and economic
riet"e!oprr}ent of the Bantu Ter-
rerclxéxes in the Union, in order_to
Gt gr_ them capable of becoming
forls ying and happy national homes
e their inhabitants, with the
i og ES; measure of self-administra-
" nbo Which they show themselves
patibci capable, and which is com-
e € with the general safety and
eF are of the whole State.
e :I‘ this purpose it accepts the
ﬁOnSornflc data and recommenda-
g of the Tomlms_on Commission
th guide, and will strive, along
¢ path indicated by those recom-
Lnenfiatloqs, to — combat soil
strgcsllg?g; improve agricultural and
o reeding methods, with in-
3 SIve training of the Bantu in the
esired direction; establish and pro-
mote suitable industries; create and
ne\t/elop a class of Bantu who will
ot be dependent on agriculture or

stock farming, but who, collected
in villages where that is convenient,
will be able to subsist as industrial
labourers, also as skilled workers,
overseers, and managers, and as
artisans, traders, clerks and profes-
sional men as civil servants in the
general administration of the affairs
of the Territories concerned.

The Party accepts the majority
recommendaticn of the Tomlinson
Commission for allowing private
White enterprise and capital to play
a part in the promotion of the
economy of these Territories, subject
to the reservations and safe-guards
contained in that recommendation.
It takes this line because it realizes
that the time is too short and the
necessity for rapid development too
urgent to let ideological obstacles
stand in the way.

4. Constitutional Future

As ultimate superstructure the
Party envisages, and indeed propa-
gates the systematic establishment in
Southern Africa of a Confederation
of states comprising the Union, any
of its Bantu Territories which be-
comes autonomous, South-West
Africa, the British Protectorates in
South Africa, and the neighbouring
Rhodesias

The principle of unity without
uniformity — unity in matters of
highest common concern, with the
greatest possible measure of regional
autonomy which the development
and circumstances of each unit
makes desirable, should form the
basis of the Confederacy. which
could conveniently be called the
Associated States of Southern
Africa (the A.S.S.A).

With the eventual consolidation of
smaller Bantu Territories in the
Union, and the high potential of
larger units such as the Transkei and
Zululand, provincial status should
be within comfortable reach for
some of them, constitutional evolu-
tion for these Territories leading to
the autonomy of an Associated
State

5. The Extra-Territorial Bantu
The Party accepts the fact that
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in the areas outside the Bantu
Territories, especially in our urban
centres, there are a substantial
number of settled Bantu who have
adapted themselves to the Western
way of life, and consider these
centres, where they live and work,
as their home. In the case of these
people their freedom of movement,
their freedom in the choice of work,
and their opportunities of leading a
family life and of acquiring security
of housing accommodation for
themselves and their families, can-
not be restricted and controlled in
the same way as in the case of
people who come as workseekers
from their tribal homes into the
non-reserved areas,

_Therefore, while the Party recog-
nizes the necessity for effective influx
control, in order to prevent the entry
Into the non-reserved areas of people
for whom ther is no work and no
proper  housing accommodation,
laws aimed at controlling the move-
ments of newcomers — generally
referred to gz “the pass laws” —
cannot be applied to the settled
class, at any rate not without radical
modification. To bring about the
necessary change in this respect
there should not only be an immedi-
ate review of the “pass laws”, but
machinery should also be devised
for their periodic reconsideration
and re-adaptation,

¢ Party believes that every
effort should be made to give these
settled B

2antu a greater share of
responsibility ang participation in
the management of their own local
affairs. There is, for instance, con-
slderal?le Toom for the granting of
executive powers to the advisory
boards, or ‘simjlar bodies, in Bantu
townshlps, allowing them as much
as possible of the same sort of
Supervision over, anq regulation of,
activities in thoge townships as is
exercised by municipalities in the
urban centres,
Machxr}ery should be created for
consultation between the local
boardp of Banty townships on the
one side, and members of the com-
mittees for Banty affairs of the town
councils concerped on the other.
Generally, measures which are

unnecessarily restrictive and cause
friction and ill-feeling and which
deny the recognition of human
dignity should be removed from the
spheres of policy and administra-
tion,

Migrant labour is an established
system which cannot suddenly be
put to an end. The Party recog-
nizes, however, that it has economic
disadvantages and brings social evils
in its train, and therefore considers
that the State should not put
obstacles in the way of the stabili-
zation of labour but, on the
contrary, should encourage it.

On the national political level the
Party advocates the restoration of
the representation which the Bantu
had in Parliament, with more direct
participation of the Bantu outside
the Bantu Territories in the election
of their representatives. As an inde-
pendent channel for giving expres-
sion to the views, the sentiments and
the grievances of the Bantu in the
country’s highest legislative autho-
ritly it can play a very necessary
role.

6. The South African Asian

The Party declares for recognition
that the position of the Indian is a
domestic concern of South Africa,
that repatriation cannot be a
solution, and that the Indian com-
munity is consequently a permanent
and valuable consituent of South

African society. They must be
represented in Parliament, while
suitable arrangements should be

made for their personal and direct
representation in provincial and
local government in Natal, in which
the Indian community is primarily
resident.

There would, of course, also have
to be an immediate reconsideration
of the measures which improperly
curb the economic development of
the Indian people.

7. Patriotism, External Policy
and Democracy

(a) The Party believes it to be
conducive to the peace and pros-
perity of South Africa to foster
amongst all the population groups

151



of the country a feeling of unity of
fundamental interests, a will to co-
operate for the general good, and
a common loyalty to the Republic
of South Africa.

(b) The Party wants the mainte-
nance of solidarity with the
Commonwealth, because it believes
that South Africa can exercise the
most constructive influence in
Africa and make the most effective
contribution to international peace
by a dynamic membership of this
grand association of free states and
peoples.

(c) The Party also favours the
fostering of friendly relations with
the other states and powers in
Africa. This implies the establish-

ment of diplomatic and - >
of contact with these s !
for the rest, full co-opr
the United Nations and !
powers.

(d) The Party belie

democratic way of life
basis for civilized gover
that it is the duty of t./
maintain and protect t'n
of religion, personal fr v
freedom of the press, of |
of peaceful association,
independence of the cour
fore the Party believes
should be free access to
of the land for all, and
opposes Communism an, *
form of dictatorship.

Horrell.

Latest Fact Papers

® THE “PASS LAWS” compiled by Muriel Hc

Price 5s. plus 3d. po «

® THE LIQUOR LAWS—As they affect African:
Coloured and Asian people, compiled by M

Price Ss. plus 3d. pct

@® THE URBAN AFRICAN IN LOCAL GOVI
MENT—A Study of the Advisory Board S;
and its Operation, compiled by Lawrence Rey

Price 5s. plus 3d. pc-
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G NSO Re.S<H: LB
AND PRESS CONTROL

New steps towards dictatorship

HE threat.of tighter censorship has been

hanging over our heads ever since the
present Government came to power. Until
now, they have nibbled away at freedom of
opinion and expression by making wider use
of existing censorship laws (there are no fewer
than 21 of these on our Statute books) and
adding restrictive provisions to several new
laws.

In the coming session of Parliament, South Africa
will move closer to dictatorship if the Censorship
Bill is passed. This measure, entitled “Publications
and Entertainments Bill,” was introduced last April
and referred to a Select Committee for inquiry and
report, with power to bring up a new Bill.

The Select Committee was unable to complete
its task because of the early end of the session but
will be reappointed when Parliament reassembles in
January.

The Disciplined Republic

It is a well-known fact that the Government have
1 strong desire to control the reading matter of the
public. The declared aim of the Nationalist Party
is to establish a Christian-National Republic with
the strongest emphasis upon the effective disciplining
of the people.

The Nationalists firmly believe that the State
should decide what the public should and should
not read. In the debates on the Censorship Bill we
are likely to hear a great deal about obscene publi-
cations. But pornography is not the main target of
this Bill. We must take care not to be fooled by
the puritan protestations of the politicians. We
should keep our eye on the main target, which is
political censorship.

The Nats. want to clamp down on those who hold
and express political views which they detest. They
want to suppress the publication of anti-apartheid
news and views; they want to prevent the dissemina-
tion of “subversive” doctrines, such as those em-
bodied in the Universal Declaration of Human

The Black Sash, Dec. 1960 ] Feb. 1961

Rights; they want the power to block the trans-
mission of critical reports.

The Censorship Bill provides the means to _this
end. It empowers the authorities to apply a strict
censorship over all reading matter and entertain-
ment, both imported and locally-produced.

Significantly, it embraces the press as well as all
other publications. Significantly for two reasons—
firstly because the Press Commission, appointed in

By ALEX HEPleLE

‘

1950, has not yet reported, secon'dly, because the
Nationalists have been persistently demanding drastic
action to curb the “English” press, which they look
upon as one of their worst enemies.

The Bill provides that all books and publications
must be approved by a Publications Board, consist-
ing of a chairman and at least ten members, all
appointed by the Minister. Naturally, the Minister
will take the greatest care to select the right people
for this job.

If the Bill becomes law, it will be a criminal
offence to print or publisn any book or periodical
without the prior permission of the Board. The
Board can prohibit “the manufacture, printing, pub-
lishing, distribution, display, exhibition, sale or offer-
ing or keeping for sale” of any book, periodical.
pamphlet, poster, writing, drawing, picture, photo-
graph, painting, statue, record, etc., which in the
opinion of the Board is undesirable or on any
ground objectionable.

This means that this Board ¢f the Minister’s
choosing will be the sole judge of what books and
magazines South Africans should allowed to read
and what paintings and pictures' they should be
allowed to see. These connoisseurs will select our
culture for us. They will be the controllers of our
intellectual life.

Any author, publisher or other person who is
dissatisfied with a decision of the Publications Board
can appeal to an Appeal Board. Here again, the
members are appointed by the Minister. The chair-
man must be a man with legal qualifications. He
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CENSORSHIP—continued

will be assisted by not less than four other members
“appointed by virtue of their knowledge or experi-
ence of matters pertaining to art or literature or any
other matters incidental to the appeal.” The more
one reflects upon this qualification, the more mean-
ingless it becomes.

All decisions by the Appeal Board are final. No
decision or steps taken by either the Publications
Board or the Appeal Board can be tested or reviewed
by any court of law.

Press Control

The Board has no power to ban newspapers, but
the press gets special censorship treatment. The Bill
makes it a criminal offence to print, publish, dis-
tribute or sell “any undesirable newspaper,” and
proceeds to define an “undesirable newspaper.”

This definition says that a newspaper is undesir-
able if it, or any part of it, “prejudicially affects the
safety of the State; can have the effect of disturbing
the peace or good order, prejudicing the general
welfare, being offensive to decency, giving offence
to the religious convictions of any section of the
inhabitants of the Union, bringing any section of
the inhabitants into ridicule or contempt, harming
relations between sections of the inhabitants, pro-
moting crime, discloses details of evidence given in
legal proceedings regarding indecent acts, adultery
or impotence . . or is otherwise on any ground
objectionable.”

This definition is so wide that newspapers will find
it virtually impossible to cover the news adequately
without committing a crime. Sub-editors and lawyers
will have to go over every item with a fine tooth
comb to make sure that not even the most innocent
reports or articles fall foul of these indefinite
offences.

The last phrase alone—‘“or is otherwise on any
ground objectionable”™—exposes all newspapers to
prosecution on the complaint of any narrow-minded
or malicious person. Judging from the constant
stream of abuse against the English-language press
by Nationalist politicians, this sweeping definition
would be used constantly to drag critical newspapers

into court. Political reporting would become a’

dangerous hazard.

Worse than the criminal prosecutions would be
the intimidation. The mere existence of a law of
this kind would compel newspapers to impose a
strict censorship themselves. As it is, the press now
has to operate under the menace of the existing 20
or more censorship laws.

The very nature of the Publications and Entertain-
ments Bill would force the press to err on the side
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of over-caution, rather than take risks. The result
would be that South Africans would be served
doctored news. They would not be told many things
that they ought to be told. The free exchange of
opinions, which is so essential to the health of a
democratic society, would no longer be permitted.

To succeed in their drive to the disciplined,
Christian-National Republic, the Nationalists must
control the press. A free press thwarts them beyond
patience. Action would have been taken long ago,
were it not for the fear of damaging repercussions.
One is the curb on their own press, which they wish
to avoid, and another is a new outburst of world-
wide censure against South Africa.

All the Government are now waiting for is the
yellow light from non-Nationalists. If the Govern-
ment can persuade the opposition that some form
of censorship is necessary they will be willing to
risk overseas criticism and find a way to protect
their own press. Dr. Verwoerd has made no bones
about it. In his radio broadcast after the referendum
he threatened us with censorship when he said, “We
cannot allow the Republic and the future welfare
of the nation to be ruined by sensation-mongering,
incitement or the besmirching of our country’s name
or that of its leaders.”

As the Nats. alone will be the judges of what
constitutes sensation-mongering, incitement and be-
smirching, we can guess what Dr. Verwoerd was
aiming at.

Emergency Powers

The State of Emergency showed what the Govern-
ment are after. The emergency powers indicated
the form of censorship they would like to make a
permanent institution in South Africa.

The draconic powers assumed by the Cabinet last
March, by use of the Public Safety Act, enabled
them to decree that the publication of “subversive
statements” was a crime, punishable by a fine of
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“If only the press would be quiet nobody would
know about you! ”—Contact.

£500 and five years in jail. The definition of “sub-
versive statement” was so wide that the International
Press Institute was prompted to comment, in an
article entitled “South Africa: A Press in Chains,”
that regulations couched in such sweeping terms
“constitute a serious threat to the free and respon-
sible reporting of actual events.”

Using these emergency powers, the authorities
raided the premises of several newspapers and closed
down two weeklies, New Age and Torch. Later,
the editor of the Liberal weekly Contact, Mr. Patrick
Duncan, and his business manager were prosecuted
for publishing subversive literature, alleged to be
contained in two issues of this paper. The editor
of the Port Elizabeth daily, the Evening Post, Mr.
John Sutherland, was also brought before the courts
on a charge of publishing “subversive statements”
during the emergency.

The S.A. Society of Journalists expressed concern
at other prosecutions of journalists and publishers.
They referred specifically to the cases of Mr. Parkes
of the Rand Daily Mail and Mr. Duncan of Contact,
who were sent to prison for refusing to disclose
sources of information to the police. Mr. Parkes was
released after a few hours but Mr. Duncan was held
in prison for three weeks before the police released
him, saying that they had obtained the required
information elsewhere.

Like all Select Committees, the one which will
deal with the Publications and Entertainments Bill
will have a majority of Government members. In
view.of the strong views of the Nationalists on the
question of press control, it is likely that some
members will feel that the Bill does not go far
enough.
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They may decide that control should be exercised
through a Press Commissioner, as suggested by Dr.
Carel de Wet, M.P., who has described the English-
language press as “the country’s worst agitator.” Or
they may prefer to wait for suggestions from the
Press Commission, which has been busy investigating
the press for ten years and has so far cost the
country about £80,000.

The Select Committee may even prefer the “Un-
desirable Publications Bill” drafted by the Com-
mission of Enquiry in Regard to Undesirable Publi-
cations (the Cronje Commission), which submitted
its report in October, 1956. This Bill provides for
the compulsory registration of newspaper publishers
and distributors, and for censorship enforced by
severe penalties, including the blacklisting of editors,
withdrawal of licences and fines of £1,000 as well as
imprisonment for five years.

Who wants Censorship?

There was been no public demand for an exten-
sion of censorship in South Africa. Only intolerant
Nationalist politicians, who hate having their policies
censured by critical journalists, are seeking to limit
the freedom of the press.

These men, who seek to dictate to us in regard
to every aspect of our lives, must be resisted. If
there is to be any hope whatsoever for democratic
discussion in South Africa, it is essential that public
criticism of politicians, political parties and Govern-
ment should be maintained. Political censorship of
any kind has no place in a free society.

DR. HERTZOG DEEPLY
CONCERNED

REGARDING press censorship, Dr. Albert Hert-
zog has said that the success of democracy
depends on the ability of the people to judge fairly,
justly and reasonably on all matters of common
concern. This was possible only if the information
on which the people formed its judgment was in
itself correct, fair and reasonable.

“South Africa’s good name, her general welfare,
and the interests of every section of our people have
suffered so badly as a result of abuse by some jour-
nalists, both South African and foreign, and by part
of the press in this country of their trusted and
responsible positions, that serious-minded people
cannot help feeling deeply concerned about the
present state of affairs. Something has to be done.
What exactly, I am not in a position to suggest.
Nobody likes press censorship, and the newspapers
least of all. They can easily remedy the situation.
Why don’t they?”
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THE NEW EDUCATION BILL

A WARNING TO PARENTS

RE parents going to resist or tamely
submit to the ‘ Education Bill,”” which
is expected to be introduced into Parliament
during the coming session? The Black Sash
awaits the answer with anxiety, for there is

very little time left in which to protest.

The provisions and the implications of the Bill
in its present form were analysed in the special issue
of our magazine Education for Isolation and nobody
who has read the magazine should be under any
illusions about the fate of education in South Africa
should the Bill become law.

The Black Sash, through brains-trusts, lectures,
pamphlets, letters and articles in the press, has cam-
paigned strenuously in all Regions to warn parents
that the Bill, despite its innocuous title and official
denials, paves the way to rigid State control of all
schools receiving a government subsidy, and possibly
to the introduction of Christian National Education
principles.

Not Consulted

It should be noted that no Teachers’ Associations
or University Education Departments were consulted
about the contents of the Bill when it was introduced
into Parliament last year. The teachers of South
Africa (and they include supporters of the Govern-
ment) through their Federal Council have unani-
mously rejected the Bill in its present form.

THE FUHRER SPEAKS

WE will take away their children. These
we will train and educate to become new
Germans. We will not permit them to lapse
into the old way of thinking but will give
them thorough training. We will take them
when they are 10 years old and bring them
up in the spirit of the community until they
are 18. They shall not escape us. They will
join the Party, the S.A., the S.S., or other
formations, or go into factories or offices.
Later they will do two years of military ser-
vice. Who shall dare say that such training
will not produce a nation?—Adolf Hitler.

The Black Sash, Dec. 1960 | Feb. 1961

Mrs. Sylvia Nell, founder of the Home and School
Council in Johannesburg, speaking recently in Cape
Town at one of her many lectures organised by the
Cape Western Region of the Black Sash, said that
in terms of personal freedom the Education Bill was
one of the most dangerous Bills that had been set
before the country. After this meeting the audience
elected a committee which later was called The Cape
Council of Education. Its main aim is to analyse
and examine all developments within the field of
education in the Cape Province and the Union, with
the object of ensuring the establishment and main-
tenance of a sound and progressive system ol
education.

Demand Information

In an article in the Cape Times on 15th November,
1960, the Council commented on the Bill as follows:
“That it is the intention to interfere with the minutest
detail of provincial educational activities, can be
inferred from sub-clauses (3) and (4) of Clause 4,
which empowers the Minister, after consultation
with the Administrator concerned, to appoint three-
man committees, one member of which shall be a
member of the Council and be chairman of the
committee to carry out such investigations at any
school as the Minister in writing may direct, in con-
nection with any matter affecting the basic principles
of education. The committee shall have the right
of access to the school and may demand documents,
information and assistance from the school authori-
ties in connection with its investigation.

“Such powers are normally only given to Com-
missions appointed by Parliament or the police.

“It has been shown that the Bill places powers in
the hands of the Minister, which, however good his
intentions, he should not possess in relation to any
function of the state, let alone one as vital to the
welfare of the nation as education.

“It is therefore hoped that every voter and every
parent will bring pressure to bear upon his Member
of Parliament, whatever his political affiliations may
be, to have the dangerous clauses removed from the
Bill before it again comes before Parliament. This
is a vitally important matter entirely divorced from
party politics.”
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The Nationalist Government is itching to get its fingers on the press. The
mammoth Press Commission inquiry is still not ended, but the first round of
censorship control is being introduced through the clauses of the Publications
and Entertainments Bill, now before a parliamentary select committee. Thas

article by ALEX HEPPLE reviews the provisions of this Bill.

CLAMPS and CONTROLS

The Publications and Entertainments
Bil] is another of those measures to regi-
ment the people of South Africa and
compel them to conform to the narrow
standards demanded by prejudiced poli-
ticians.

It was introduced in parliament last
April but held over because of the
early end of the session and will be
dealt with by a Select Committee when
parliament reassembles in January.

The purpose of the Bill is to apply a
strict censorship over all reading mat-
ter ang entertainment, both imported
and locally-produced.

Significantly, it embraces the press
as well as all other publications. Sig-
nificantly for two reasons — firstly, be-
Cause the Press Commision, appointed in
1950 has not yet reported, and secondly,
because the Nationalists have been per-
sistently and hysterically demanding

-drastic action to curb the ‘“English

press”, which they look upon as one of
their worst enemies.

Not Pornography But Politics

As far as general censorship is con-
cerned, righteous people may easily he
Persuaded that such control is necessary
to protect public morals or to safeguard

€ younger generation against the cor-
Tuptions of smut. But pornography is
Dot the real target.

This Bill is undoubtedly aimed at po-
litical opinions.

The authorities want to clamp down
on those who hold and express political
Views which they detest. They want to
Suppress the publication of anti-apart-

eid news and views; they want to pre-

Vent the dissemination of publications
Which advocate subversive principles
Such as those contained in the Univer-
Sal Declaration of Human Rights; they
Want the power to block the transmis.
Sion of critical reports on the situation
N South Africa.

PAC & the Emergency

that he is an African and not a Euro-

DPean,

If we define racialism as a belief that
2 Tace is innately inferior or superior
© one’s own, or that it should be dis-
:nmina.ted against, PAC is not racialis-
le. 1t wants to abolish racialism, even
!0 the extent of assimilating Whites and
Oloureds. 1t rejects alien rule and co-
OPeration with non-Africans in the same
ll,ay that Afrikaners have rejected Eng-
Shh domination in every sphere. We
v_°‘-'|d describe PAC’s attitude as chau-
Nism and not racialism.
or AC stands or falls by its rejection
it ?°-Operatlon with non-Africans. If
sh 90 it alone’ policy is wrong, then it

OUld never have been formed.

FIGHTING TALK, 'CEMBER, 1960

Selected Censors

The Bill provides that all books and
publications must be approved by a
Publications Board, appointed by the
Minister. ‘Naturally, the Minister will
take the greatest care to select the right
people for this job. :

The Board can prohibit ‘“‘the manu-
facture, printing, publishing, distribu-
tion, display, exhibition, sale or offer-
ing or keeping for sale” of any book,
periodical, pamphlet, poster, writing,
drawing, picture, photograph, etc., which
in the opinion of the Board is undesir-
able or on any ground objectionable.

Appeals against decisiong of the Pub-
lications Board can be made to an Ap-
peal Board, also appointed by the Min-
ister and all decisions by the Appeal
Board are final. No decision or steps
taken by either the Publications Board
or the Appeal Board can be tested or
reviewed by any Court of law.

Press Control

The Board has no power to ban news-
papers. The press gets special censor-
ship treatment. First, there is the out-
right banning of newspapers considered
to be ‘“‘undesirable”. On the passing of
the Bill, it will become an offence to
print, publish, distribute, exhibit or sell
an undesirable newspaper. .

A newspaper is ‘‘undesirable” if it,
or any part of it, “prejudicially affects
the safety of the State; or can have the
effect of disturbing the peace or good
order, prejudicing the general welfare,
being offensive to decency, bringing any
section of the inhabitants of the Union
into ridicule and contempt . . . or is
otherwise on any ground objectionable.”

Prosecutions against newspapers can
be instituted only by the Attorney-
General. The definition quoted above is
so wide that it would not be difficult
for the A-G to frame an indictment
against every leading newspaper in the
country.

To succeed in their drive to the disci-
plined Christian-National, Republican
State, the Nationalists must control the
press. A free press thwarts them be-
yond patience. Action would have been
taken long ago, were it not for the da-
maging repercussions. One is the curb
on their own press, which the Nats.
wish to ‘avoid, and the other is a new
outburst of world-wide censure against
South Africa.

If the Government can persuade the
Parliamentary opposition that some
sort of censorship is necessary, it will
be willing to risk overseas criticism and
will find a way to protect is own press.

Emergency Powers
The State of Emergency showed what

| the Government is after. The draconic

THEPRESS

powers assumed by the Cabinet last
March, by use of the Public Safety Act,
enabled them to decree that the publi-
cation of “subversive statements” was
a crime, punishable by a fine of £500
and five years in jail.

The definition of “subversive state-
ment” was so wide that the Internation-
al Press Institute was prompted to com-
ment, in an article entitled “South Afri-
ca: A Press in Chains”, that “regula-
tions couched in such sweeping terms
constitute a serious threat to the free
and responsible reporting of actual
events”.

Using the same powers the authori-
ties raided the premises of several news-
papers and closed down “New Age'” and
“Toreh®.

The State of Emergency was prolong-
ed for five months and the Prime Minis-
ter issued a warning that even when it
was lifted, he would not hesitate to
reimpose it if he thought it necessary.

The Emergency must be related to the
Censorship Bill because it indicates the
form of censorship which the Govern-
ment seeks to apply permanently.

The Select Committee

The Select Committee has been given
leave to bring up an amended Bill. Like
all Select Committees, the one that will
consider the Censorship Bill will have a
majority of Government members.

It is possible that some members will
feel that the Bill does not go far enough.
They mdy prefer the Bill proposed by
the Cronje Commission, which Submit-
ted a report on Undesirable publications
in October 1956.

The Cronje proposals included the
compulsory registration of newspaper -
publishers and distributors and cen-
sorship enforced through severe pen-
alties, including the blacklisting of
editors, withdrawal of licences and
fines of £1000 as well as imprisonment
for five years.

A ferocious curb on political Jjournal-
ism was brazenly recommended by bland
references to ‘“‘communistic” matter, us-
ing the convenient, all-embracing defi-
nition of “communistic” in the Suppres-
sion of Communism Act. Any news-
paper found to contain ‘“‘communistic’
matter would be permanently suppress-
ed and its editor banned from employ-
ment in any capacity with any other
periodical.

Who Wants Censorship?

There has been no public demand for
an extension of censorship in South
Africa. Only angry Nat. politicians,
who hate having their policies censured
by critical editors and Jjournalists, are
seeking to limit the freedom of the
press. But they must be resisted. If
there is to be any hope whatsoever for
democratic discussion in South Africa,
it is essential that public criticism of
politicians, political parties and Govern-
ment should be maintained. A free
press is the life blood of democracy.
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ON THE INDIAN CENTENARY

A STAKE IN THE LAND

by J. N. SINGH

1960 marks the end of a century in
the life of the Indian people in this
country. It was in Durban, that on
November 16, 1860, the first batch of
just over 300 settlers from India arriv-
ed in the S.S. Truro to commence a new
life in a strange land. These first set-
tlers and those who followed them for
the next decade or so, are the roots
which gave birth to the almost half a
million of our people who now live in
South Africa. Homage and tribute
must be paid to these pioneers, who with
their descendants have made a signifi-
cant contribution to the economy, pro-

gress and development of Natal and

South Africa.

In the Natal Parliament, one of the
leaders of local European opinion, Sir
Liege Hullet admitted that from the
date of the arrival of Indians ‘“began
the material prosperity of Natal”, and
made it, just before Union, the premier
producing province in South Africa.

Setlers

As the periods of indenture of the first
arrivals ended, they became free to pur-
sue the work and occupations of their
choice. Many were employed on the
railways and the coal mines, some took
to gardening and farming of -their own,
others to domestic service and a few {o
business and commerce. In the wake
of the indentured 'labourers followed
numbers of Indians who came as free
settlers and became pioneer tradérs in
the towns and remote country areas,
opening up new vistas of commercial
life where none existed before.

At the outset there was no hint that
differential treatment would be in store
for any section of our people and the In-
dian naturally expected that he would
be entitled to progress without any hind-
rance in whichever field he chose. But
this was not to be.

Legislative and administrative diffi-
culties were slowly being placed in the
path of the small Indian community, es-
pecially in their right to own land and
trade freely. They were also subjected
"to the paying of a heavy poll tax of £3
for every female over thirteen years
and every male of sixteen.

They had already been hounded out
and barred from the Orange Free State
and the Transvaal had passed Law 35
of 1885, requiring every Indian trader to
register at a cost of £25 and barring
him from owning an inch of land, or en-
joying the rights of citizenship.

In Natal a move was afoot to dis-
franchise all Indians and prohibit their
future entry into the colony. In the
Cape, however, there were no legal re-
strictions but the treatment of Indians
was not free from humiliating features,
for example Indian children could not
attend public schools and Indian travel-
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lers could hardly secure accommodation
in hotels.

It was in such a climate that a young
Indian barrister arrived in South Afri-
ca in May, 1893 to handle a brief in the
case between Dada Abdulla of Durban
versus Taib Haji Khanmamad of Pre-
toria. His name was Mohandas Kar-
amchand Gandhi. His fee was a free
passage, expenses paid, and a hundred
guineas for a brief lasting one year.

Gandhi

Gandhi left these shores 21 years la-
ter on 18th July, 1914, after a most
eventful and historic sojourn in this
country. During his stay we saw the
pirth of the first Indian political move-
ment in the country. In May, 1894 the
Natal Indian Congress was born. The
first batch of Indians under Gandhi en-
rolled as volunteers during' the Boer
War of 1899 and their work was men-
tioned by General Buller in his des-
patches. War medals were conferred
on 37 of their leaders.

It was Gandhi who led the great Sat-
yagraha struggle for 8 years against the
unjust and discriminatory laws of his
day. It is now history that he success-
fully concluded that struggle resulting
in the abolition of the £3 tax, recognition
of Indian marriages, and permitting the
re-entry into Natal of Indians previous-
ly domiciled here — the main griev-
ances of the Indian people at that time.

Gandhi has left us an inspiring heri-
tage of courage, self-sacrifice, devotion
and tolerance and an unshakeable faith
in the priceless and matchless weapon
of Satyagraha and non-violence.

Race Laws

As we move into the second century
of our stay in South Africa, we find
ourselves still far short of our ideals,
ambitions and aspirations. We, who
comprise 460,000 inhabitants in this land,
about 3% of the total South African po-
pulation, are still not recognised as a
permanent part of this country, al-
though we regard South Africa as our
home and know no other. 959 of our
people were born here. We are the most
indigenous of all the communities
Natal. In Durban we are the biggest
single group.

Yet we live in fear of being unsettled
by such evil forces as the Group Areas
Act, which by its displacements is caus-
ing untold misery, hardship and loss
among our people and engendering bit-
terness and racial feelings. The uproot-
ing and removals in Durban and other
parts of the country under the Group
Areas Act are the most shameful chap-
ter in the history of South Africa under
Nationalist apartheid rule.

Only a few days ago we have had.

foisted on us the unwanted, unsolicited

and deeply shunned and unar
condemned separate ethnic Indi
versity on Salisbury Island. Wt
wish nor will we endure the cre
an isolated island for our peop
whole nor for our students in pa
We reject this as we reject a
apartheid and discriminatory m

Closed Doors

Despite the tremendous sacri
have made in the acquisition of ]
by the self help we have prac
building of schools, we are stil’
end of a hundred years, short ¢
ing the desired standard of 1
compulsory education, nor are
children in school. Many oppc
in acquiring skill, learning, trai
participation in various profess
trade remain closed to us. We
gued with the restriction of job
tion and its consequential w
ment. ‘We are still barred fro
moving from one province to
We enjoy no voting rights of a
quence since the Parliament:
was withdrawn from our peopl
and the municipal franchise
denied us in 1924,

Lest we be accused of a biase
ment and outlook, let me qu
the Natal Daily News:—

“As they commemorate i
anniversary of' the arrival
forbears in Natal, the India
look back on & period of
endeavour and achievement
they can be justly proud.
about as they have been b;
and artificial restrictions o
every front, victims of discr
from the very beginning, a
able number have neverth
umphed over disabilities to
worthwhile contribution to t
the community . . . Now
body any longer regards th
sitors or temporary sojour
time has surely come to face
tion of citizenship rights
who have earned them and
to exercise them . . Simp
and justice suggest that the
last be given a permanent
the land they are helping tc

As the smallest minority
pulation of this country, our n
South Africa is one of hope
play and justice will govern th
and relationships of all our fel
towards each cther, We do n¢
ourselves the superior to an;
do not concede that we are th
of any. We have the greate
for all our neighbours and fell
in this land, regardless of ra
creed, or language. We exp¢
lar mutual respect from a1y ¢

We are determined to work
er goodwill and tolerance
men, to strive for a happier
rica in which there Will pe 15
relations among all Sectiong ¢
ple, with no artificial barrje
cial or colour prejudices to
human understanding ang j
harmony in thi fair land of

FIGHTING TA DECEMEB
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