
TIMES
Draft

"At long last there is hope of re-housing 
the people of Pimville," said Mr. Patrick Lewis, 
Chairman of the Non-European Affairs Committee of 
the Johannesburg City Council.

Plmville was established in 1905 as an 
emergency measure to provide living quarters for 
natives removed from a slum near the present Newtown 
Market, as there had been an outbreak of plague. The 
township consists mainly of stands on which the 
natives have erected their own dwellings, and over 
the years it has become hopelessly overcrowded.

In 1954 the Council wished to re-design 
the township, but owing to the recommendation of the 
Mentz Committee that the boundary between black and 
white should be the main Johannesburg/Potchefstroom 
railway line, Pimville was to become a white area.
As the Council was debarred from incurring any fur
ther capital expenditure, and as the natives were 
aware that they would have to move, conditions con
tinued to deteriorate. Shortage of land prevented 
the Council from offering alternative accommodation.

The Department of Bantu Administration and 
Development has now agreed that the Council can build
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on ground it owns between the Potchefstroom road, 
Nancefield Station and the Orlando Power Station in 
the east. This should provide accommodation for 
approximately 3000 families, and will cater for half 
of the Pimville population. The Council is drawing 
up plans for a housing scheme, and hopes to make a 
start in 1961. This will enable portion of the 
Pimville community to stay together and live under 
decent conditions. Proper playing fields and other 
facilities will be provided.

Mr. Lewis made a vigorous denial that the
Johannesburg City Council had allowedjfche Nationalists

(f s j **% X 'd  I ,( -
to usurp their authority in Non-European affairs^ In
particular, at no time had the Chief Bantu Affairs
Commissioner of the Witwatersrand, Mr. Martinus Smuts,
been permitted to take part in any deliberations of
his committee.

Whatever the position might be in other 
Rand Municipalities, Mr. Lewis said, it was not correct 
to claim that a "Government watchdog" took part in 
the private deliberations of the Johannesburg Non- 
European Affairs Committee, as was stated in the 
SUNDAY TIMES last week. The misunderstanding seemed 
to have arisen because Mr. Smuts was permitted to 
address members of the Non-European Affairs Committee
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at two of its monthly meetings.

Although it was quite correct that Mr.Smuts 
had attended the meeting of the Non-European Affairs 
Committee on Friday, November 11, the article had 
given a wrong impression about Mr. Smuts’ partic
ipation, Mr. Lewis added.

"A request that the Chief Bantu Affairs 
Commissioner should be allowed to attend meetings of 
the Non-European Affairs Committee was made in Septem
ber,” Mr. Lewis said. "As it is certainly not the 
Council's desire to hide from the Government anything
it says or does,it was unofficially agreed that as a 

^ * ’temporary measure copies of the agenda should be 
supplied to Mr. Smuts. But it was never agreed that 
Mr. Smuts could then attend meetings of the committee. 
It was arranged, however, that if he wished to attend 
in regard to any particular item he would telephone 
either the Town Clerk or myself, when the matter would 
receive due consideration.

"In point of fact, Mr. Smuts has only once 
asked that he should be allowed this privilege since 
this arrangement was made.

"He made this request to me, and I agreed 
that he could attend the meeting on Friday, November 
11, to offer his views on two particular items. He
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did so, and after he had made his statement on these 
matters he withdrew.

"Neither then, nor at any other time, did 
any private deliberations take place in his presence, 
and I personally am opposed to any persons other than 
Councillors and Municipal officials taking part in 
Committee deliberations.

"I am aware of the necessity to establish 
better liaison between the Government and the Urban 
native population, and would welcome any steps which 
might bring this about."
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Mr./Mnr. Jordan.

Councillor P.R.B. Lewis,
Chairman, Non-European Affairs Committee
J0HAME3BURG.

PIMVILLE

You asked to be given copies of the undermentioned letters relating to 
Pimville:-

(a) Letter dated 9th August 1954 addressed by the Secretary for Native 
Affairs to the Director of Native Labour, Johannesburg.

(b) Minute addressed by me to the Manager, Non-European Affairs Department 
dated 14th January 1959.

(c) Letter dated 14th August 1959 addressed by me to the Secretary for 
Bantu Administration and Development.

(d) Letter dated 15th August I960 addressed to me by the Secretary for Bantu 
Administration and Development.

I have not been able to establish that the Minister of Bantu Administration 
has at any time disallowed expenditure on Pimville which was contemplated by the 
Council. Nor does it appear that any such proposal was ever made, because successive 
Committees have favoured a policy of first trying to obtain a decision on the 
retention of Pimville before turning to the question what expenditure, if any, 
should be incurred in rendering it fitter for human habitation.

I understand that the Manager, Non-European Affairs Department is engaged 
in preparing a brief memorandum on Pimville for your information and the matter 
of disallowance of expenditure will be dealt with therein if the relative 
correspondence can be traced.

In taking its decision on the item on Pimville which was submitted to its 
meeting held on the 1 1 th November I960 the Committee appeared to contemplate the 
removal from Pimville of its inhabitants at a rate which would eliminate any need 
for expenditure on Pimville. It is appreciated that if Pimville is to be evacuated 
within a short period it might be bad psychology to incur expenditure, or to permit 
expenditure to be incurred, which would only strengthen any feelings of attachment 
which the inhabitants may have for their homes. It may be, however, that the 
Council will now be obliged to formulate a plan which looks to the abolition of 
Pimville on or before a fixed date and the authorisation of an expenditure on 
improvements in the interim which is reasonably proportionate to its life 
expectancy.

•

Finally, you asked Mr. Jordan to enquire of the Committee Clerk whether in 
the course of addressing the Committee at its meeting on the 11th November I960 
Mr. M. Smuts read out the final paragraph of the memorandum which he handed in, to 
the effect that steps should be taken to report the state of Pimville to the 
Union Department of Health. Mr. Kruger's recollection is that this was not read

out

I f  d e s ire d , o s im ila r  le tte r  in  the  o th e r lang uag e w i l l  be sen t to  you on yo u r w r it t e n  req u est made w it h in  7  days o f th e  date  o f th is  le t t e r .  

D ie  b r ie f  sa l in d ie  ander lan d staa l aan u g estu u r w o rd  in d ie n  u d it  b in n e  sew e  dee na d ie  b r ie fd a tu m  h ie rb o  s k r i f t e l i k  ve rso ek .
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out; he was not, of course, taking notes because it was clear that the 
document would be handed in. It seems hardly conceivable that the discussion 
would have ended on the note it did if this paragraph had, in fact, been read 
out.
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JUUUUUULii 5l/313(N)(7).
"BANTU"

9th August 1954.

The Director of Native Labour,
JOHANNESBURG.

PIMVILLE.

With reference to the final paragraph of your minute No. 44/112 of 
the 6th May, 1954, I have to inform you that as the situation of Pimville 
in close proximity to Nancefield led to complaints from the residents of the 
predominantly European-owned Nancefield-Klipriviersoog area, the Mentz 
Committee felt that the soundest planning would be to confine the Native area 
to land north of the Potchefstroom-Johannesburg railway line and road so that, 
with the ultimate removal of Pimville (a long-term project) and the resiting 
of that road to the south, leaving the existing road to serve the Native area, 
all possibility of racial friction at that point would be removed without 
hardship or undue prejudice to either race.

The Committee's views were accepted by the Honourable the Minister, and 
the submissions now made do not appear to out-weigh the considerations 
mentioned above.

Consequently the Minister feels that no good purpose would be served 
by granting the desired interview, and the Town Clerk of Johannesburg, should 
kindly be informed accordingly.

In addition, it can be made clear that the Land Tenure Advisory Board 
is now engaged in its investigation regarding the planning of racial group areas, 
and any representations desired should be made at such hearings where both the 
Council and the Department can state their cases.

A separate communication has been addressed to you in regard to the 
Pimville Standholders' Association's request to be allowed to send a deputation 
to Pretoris.

Sgd.): P.A.G. GRAY. 

SECRETARY FOR NATIVE AFFAIRS.

44/112.

The Native Commissioner,
JOHANNESBURG.

For your information and that of the Town Clerk with reference to your 
minute No. N.9/15/3-14/54.

Sgd.): J.J. DE KOCK. 

DIRECTOR OF NATIVE T.AROTTT?.
JOHANNESBURG.
12 Aug 1954. 
j j d k / o d d n .
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"Bantu".
No. 5l/313(N)(7). 

23rd Dec 1954.

The Chief Native Commissioner, 
Witwatersrand,
P.0. Box 1179,
JOHANNESBURG.

NATIVE AREAS JOHANNESBURG : PROCLAMATION AS 
LOCATIONS AND NATIVE VILLAGES.___________

With reference to your minute No. 53/l of the 3rd November 1954, I have 
to inform you that the Department is not prepared at this stage to consider 
the proclamation of Pimville as a Location and Native Village in terms of 
section 2(l)(a) and (b) of Act No. 25 of 1945.

In view of the ultimate removal of Pimville as recommended by the 
Mentz Committee and approved by the Minister and in view of the fact that 
the present application implies certain minor extensions to Pimville which 
would leave some scope for further development, it will be appreciated that 
the Council's application cannot be entertained.

The Council should, however, furnish an undertaking that it will under 
no circumstances, permit the erection of any further dwellings nor the re
construction of any buildings or dwellings in Pimville which may become de- 
lapidated from time to time.

Tenants thus affected should be allocated sites in the locations and 
native township which have been approved for native occupation.

In the event of the Council being prepared to give the required under
taking the Department would give consideration to the proclamation of Pimville 
in terms of section 2(l)(a) and (b) of Act No. 25 of 1945, and then only in re
spect of the present developed area in which case it would be necessary for the 
Council to submit a revised plan indicating the exact boundaries of the developed 
area.

It must also be mentioned that in future no expenditure of a capital nature j  
will be approved in respect of Pimville. u

(Sgd.) C.A. Heald.

SECRETARY FOR NATIVE AFFAIRS.
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14. 1. 59.

122/3/310.
14th January 1959.

Blaine.

MANAGER,
NON-EUROPEAN AFFAIRS DEPARTMENT;

RET.AYflTTT OF PIMVILLE.

On the 23rd July 1958 the Non-European Affairs and Housing Committee 
decided to make representations to the Department of Native Affairs for the 
inclusion in the area for occupation by Natives set aside by the original 
Mentz Committee in 1953 of Pimville and the land lying between it and Nancefield 
railway station, to enable the Council to provide housing for all or some of 
the Native families it had proposed to house on the portion of Diepkloof 
which was eventually surrendered to the Natives Resettlement 3oard.

As the Government policy for Pimville had been fairly definitely stated, 
it seemed advisable to prepare as strong a case as possible for submission to 
the Department; and this has resulted in a considerable delay in carrying out 
the decision of the Committee.

The Government's policy was first set out in the report of the Mentz 
Committee which merely stated that Pimville was wrongly situated and would 
have to be moved. No reasons were given why the situation was wrong. In 
April 1954 the Council, which was then considering a complete relayout of 
Pimville, decided to ask the Minister of Native Affairs for an early decision 
in favour of the retention of Pimville. The Minister's reply was embodied 
in a minute of the 9th August 1954 addressed by the Secretary for Native 
Affairs to the Director of Native Labour; and from this it appeared that the 
Mentz Committee's reason for recommending the eventual removal of Pimville 
was that Pimville was too close to Nancefield and complaints had been received from 
the residents of "the predominantly European-owned Nancefield-KLipriviersoog 
area". It was apparently felt that with the ultimate removal of Pimville all 
possibility of racial friction at that point would be removed without hardship 
or undue prejudice to either race.

The Council was disinclined to accept this statement as the final policy 
of the Government, and a further approach was made to the Department on the 
27th June 1955 when I forwarded to the Native Commissioner a request that 
further consideration be given to the retention of Pimville on its present site. 
This request was accompanied by a supporting memorandum prepared by your 
department. The reply was that no consideration could be given to the matter 
until the Group Areas Board had made its recommendation to the Minister on the 
proclamation of group areas in and around Johannesburg; and there the matter 
has rested for the last three years.

I do not think that any of us expected any reversal of the Government's 
decision at that time, but when the Native Affairs Departmental Committee was 
told recently that the Council would be making a further application in regard 
to Pimville, the reception of this intimation appeared to be quite sympathetic. 
Nevertheless, it is essential to make out the strongest possible case, not so 
much now for the relayout of the existing township, but mainly for the provision 
of land for the housing of several thousands of families who would have been 
housed at Deipkloof but for the Government's decision to place Natives from 
Alexandra there instead.

Accordingly
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Accordingly an approach was made to the City Engineer to indicate how 

much land around Pimville he could make available for housing. His first reply 
was most disappointing because so little additional ground could be freed that 
an application for a revision of Government policy would have been completely 
futile (see his minute of the 2nd October 1958). A further approach was then 
made to the City Engineer, the area was inspected (see my minute of 19th November 
1958) and the result was the proposal made in his minute of the 9th December 1958. 
Although this latter minute is a considerable improvement on the earlier, it is 
still rather disappointing. The most suitable land for housing has been marked 
"long term development" and apparently no indication can be given of when this 
land can be released.

The Nancefield Civic Centre has not been included in the City Engineer's 
plan because of the Council's decision to establish the Centre there. This 
decision was approved by the Department of Native Affairs, but nevertheless I 
understand that your department has abandoned this proposal and intends instead 
to establish a civic centre somewhere else in the Native townships. This in
tention has not yet been communicated to your Committee but I assume you expect 
the Committe to approve. In that event there seems to be no reason why the 
Nancefield centre should not be devoted to housing. I would suggest th erefore 
that you submit a report on the setting up of the new centre and the abandonment 
of the old as soon as possible.

Another matter which must be cleared up before the application is 
forwarded is the use of the 200 yard buffer which is shown on the west and north
west of the existing township and east of the main railway lines. Since all the 
land on the other side of the railway line is to be occupied by Natives there 
appears to be no point whatever in maintaining this strip as a buffer, and I do 
not think we would have much difficulty in persuading the Department of Native 
Affairs to agree to abandon it if the Department will agree to the proposal as a 
whole. The ground between the township and the railway line appears to be used 
for the grazing of cattle and only occasionally for irrigation. The C ity Engineer 
is prepared to abandon entirely the use for irrigation, and the Natives can surely 
be told to graze their cattle on the other side of the village.

A further point is the European ownership of the land in the south
western comer of the 500 yard buffer strip shown on the plan, but the purchase 
of the land should not present any great difficulty.

The north-eastern comer where the City Engineer's proposed new Mentz 
Line runs southwards away from the existing Mentz Line may be suitable for the 
provision of an amenity on the lines of the Zoo Lake grounds. There will be no 
need to give the Natives access to the dam itself as long as their recreation 
area is close enough to it.

It appears to me that the only possible approach to the Department of 
Native Affairs is that, the acquisition of Diepkloof by the Natives Resettlement 
Board having deprived the Council of the opportunity to provide housing closer to 
Johannesburg proper than the remote stretches of Doomkop, the Council should be 
allowed to develop other available land fairly close to Johannesburg. But the 
emphasis must be on the intention to provide housing on this land for people who 
would otherwise have to be housed at Doomkop so that the relayout of Pimville 
itself becomes a secondary consideration. We shall therefore have to furnish 
the Department with a fairly detailed outline of our proposals. We shall have 
to indicate what ground can be made available immediately and how many houses we 
can put on that. We shall then have to indicate when the remainder will become 
available and how many houses it can accommodate. We shall then have to say we

:- have that
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have that number of Native families waiting for houses. As to the reasons given 
by the Mentz Committee for the original decision to evacuate Pimville in the 
distant future, the Council has already provided in addition to a buffer strip 
of the maximum width now required by the Department (500 yards) a public road 
and an avenue of tall trees. The complaints that have been made are no more 
serious than those from the Europeans on the fringes of Doorhkop, and wherever we 
settle Natives the same complaints will arise. We shall have to make it clear 
that there will be no development along the present Potchefstroom Road until the 
new national road to the south has been opened.

That will be the main argument, but a secondary argument will be that 
the Council's proposal will make possible the relayout of the old village and 
the consequential avoidance of the necessity to pay £100,000 or more in compen
sation to families who might otherwise be dispossessed and moved elsewhere.
Since the present restriction on improvements cannot be maintained indefinitely 
this figure is likely to increase.

Will you please let me know whether you would prefer to approach the 
City Engineer direct on those of the difficulties indicated above on which he 
can assist you, or whether you would prefer the whole matter to be put to the 
Technical Committee. If you prefer the latter, as I do, will you please submit 
your report as soon as possible.

Sgd.): D. R. Blaine, 

for: TOWN CLERK.
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CITY OF JOHANNESBURG.

TOWN CLERK'S DEPARTMENT.

NJdel/jB. 14th August 1959.
13.8.59
122/3/310. de Lange.

The Secretary for Bantu Administration and 
Development,

P.0. Box 384,
PRETORIA.

Dear Sir,
PROPOSAL ON THE DEVIATION OF THE "MENTZ LINS'1.

The Council's Non-European Affairs Committee recently decided to 
make representations to your Department on the proposal to deviate the "Mentz 
Line" to provide additional land for Native housing schemes. The Committee 
also asks that the item be included on the agenda of the next meeting of 
the Bantu Administration Departmental Committee for Johannesburg to be held 
on Tuesday, 18th August 1959.

I enclose a short memorandum on the representations to be made by
the Council's deputation. Copies of the plans referred to therein are also 
enclosed. Copies of the memorandum and the plans are also being sent to the 
Bantu Affairs Commissioner for his records and those of the Chief Bantu 
Affairs Commissioner.

Yours faithfully,

(SGD). N.J. de Lange.
for TOWN CLERK.
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13th January, 1961.

TOWN CLERK.

PIMVILLE AND THE MENTZ LINE.

f ó r l

% ■ '■ £>  1

Your minute 122/3/310 of the 24th August, i960, in connection with 
the above matter, to which you appended a copy of the letter from the 
Secretary for Bantu Administration and Development, refers.

The Secretary's letter was in reply to a memorandum which I prepared 
and you submitted to the Department of Bantu Administration and Development,

.... copy of which is attached for your easy reference, and although this matter has 
been virtually disposed of as a result of discussions which I had with the Under 
Secretary for Bantu Administration and Development and my subsequent report to 
the Non-European Affairs Committee on the 11th November, I960, I think it would 

be desirable if the Secretary's letter could be formally replied to in order to 
ensure that the correction of certain erroneous views contained therein is placed 
on record.

The memorandum referred to above which was submitted to the Department 
of Bantu Administration and Development reflected the housing position as at the 
28th February, i960. Of the 3*065 serviced sites which then existed 1,248 have 
since been allocated to Natives who resided in Sophiatown but who were not 
eligible for housing by the Natives Resettlement Board and to a number of appli
cants from the waiting list. The remainder of the sites still remain temporarily 
unusable being rocky, marshy and in buffer strips or sites reserved for double- 
storey buildings.

Recent allocations of vacant sites to applicants on the waiting list 
together with the re-allocation of sites and houses which become vacant from time 
to time and the revision of the waiting list have resulted in it being reduced to 
7,544 as at 31st December, i960.

The reason for the Pimville figures having increased to 7,341 was that 
a house to house survey completed early in i960 revealed that the number of sub
tenants entitled to housing had increased and the figure of 7 ,3 4 1 must <R>w be con
sidered the most accurate figure of the number of families which would have to be 
moved from Pimville. Of these, 406 families have placed their names on the waiting 
list and in order to arrive at an accurate figure of the number of persons 
requiring accommodation, the waiting list has been reduced by 406 from 7 ,5 4 4 to 
7,038. Similarly applicants on the waiting list who gave addresses in Alexandra, 
Sophiatown, Martindale and Newclare have been deleted from the waiting list. It 
is probable that when the Natives Resettlement Board has housed all the Natives 
residing in Alexandra who qualify for housing by the Board that a number will 
remain who qualify for housing in Johannesburg. The Council will be called upon 
to provide this accommodation and it is estimated that this number will be between

/2
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1,500 and 2,000. When the Natives Resettlement Board completed the clearance of 
Newclare, 107 families were found who qualified for accommodation in Johannesburg 
but not for accommodation by the Natives Resettlement Board. By arrangement these 
families have been temporarily accommodated at Diepkloof.

During I960 all applications for houses have been checked against the 
records of the Registration Branch and location records to ascertain whether the 
applicants concerned were still employed in Johannesburg or already housed, and 
the waiting list was adjusted accordingly. Furthermore, all applicants of the 
Nguni and Sesutho groups who applied before the 31st May, 1959, and the 31st 
October, 1959, respectively, were offered accommodation in writing and the names 
of those who did not respond were taken off the waiting list.

Of the 243 families who reside in the Peri-Urban area only 141 remain 
to be housed.

Taking into account, therefore, the land referred to in paragraphs (a) 
and (b) of the Secretary's letter, the Council's housing requirements can be summed 
up as follows as at the 31st December, 1960:-

FAMIL1ES REQUIRING HOUSING:

Waiting list* 7,038 
Pimville 7,341 
Western Native Township 2,260 
Newclare 107 
Peri-Urban 141 
Alexandra (Estimate) 1,750

18,637

* Note: Applicants who gave 
addresses in Sophiatown, Martin- 
dale, Newclare and Pimville have 
been deleted to avoid duplication.

LAND AVAILABLE FOR HOUSES:

(a) Council Owned Land -
Moroka 3,000

A/Avalon 4,200
Vacant Sites* 1,931
Land South of Orlando 1,750

10,881

(b) Further Possible Land 3,970
(c) Land Still Required for 3,786

18,637

*Note: Of these sites 262 can be used 
immediately, 180 are rocky or marshy.
826 are in the Potchefstroom Road buffer 
strip and 266 are unserviced in older 
townships. 397 were reserved for flats 
and are not serviced.

The above, of course, does not allow for the annual increase of the present 
population and those families entitled to accommodation who have not placed their 
names on the waiting list. A conservative estimate of this would be 2,000 families 
per annum. These families and the 3,786 referred to above who require housing at 
the moment can of course be housed on sites in Diepkloof not required by the Natives 
Resettlement Board and on the recent purchases of land on the Farm Doornkop and

3/



in Protea Township to which reference is made in the Secretary's letter. Whether 
there will be any sites in Diepkloof not required by the Natives Resettlement Board 
having regard to the re-housing of the Alexandra residents is problematical. The 
development of the western portion of Meadowlands, Doornkop and Protea Township areas 
is a long term project which could not assist the immediate situation and in any 
case would not be sufficient to meet the current housing requirements. Further land 
is therefore clearly required for the immediate future.

The reason for the land required for housing now showing a considerable 
decrease is of course due to the fact that it was not known when the previous 
memorandum was submitted to the Department of Bantu Administration and Development 
that the land lying to the North of Pimville and the Potchefstroom Road, just South 
of Orlando East, would be made available for housing or that there was any possibility 
of any land at present under the control of the Natives Resettlement Board being made 
available*

In view of the foregoing and the fact that the land to the North of the 
Potchefstroom Road now made available for housing will only accommodate approxi
mately half of the Pimville families it is submitted that a strong case still exists, 
even if Pimville as such has to be removed, for the land South of the Potchefstroom 
Road and adjacent to Pimville to be made available for housing as discussed with the 
Hon. the Minister of Bantu Administration and Development and his Deputy during their 
recent visit to Johannesburg.

W. J. F. CARR. 
M A N A G E R .

vbm/vc/wvs
Enel.
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"Bantu*.
No. 5l/3X3(H)(7). 

25rd Dec 1954.

The Chief Native Commissioner, 
l*itwatersrand,
F.O. Box 1179,
JOHANNESBURG.

NATIVE AREAS JOHANNESBURG t PROCLAMATION AS

With reference to your minute No. 53/l of the 3rd November 1954, I have 
to infora you that the Department ie not prepared at this stage to consider 
the proclamation of Pimville as a Location and Native Village in terms of 
section 2(l)(a) and (b) of Act No. 25 of 1945.

In view of the ultimate removal of Pimville as recommended by the 
Kent* Committee and approved by the minister and in view of the fact that 
the present application implies certain minor extensions to Pinville which 
would leave some scope for further development, it will be appreciated that 
the Council's application cannot be entertained.

The Council should, lovever, furnish an undertaking that it will um.er 
no circumstances, permit the erection of any further dwellings nor the re
construction of any buildings or dwellings in Pimville which may become di
lapidated from time to time.

Tenants thus affooted should be allocated sites in the locations and 
native township which have been approved for native occupation.

in the event of the Council being prepared to give the required under
taking the Department would give consideration to the proclamation of Pimville 
in terns of section 2(l)(a) and (b) of Act ho. 25 of 1945, and then roly in re
spect of the present developed area in which case it would be neoessazy for the 
Council to submit a revised plan indicating the exact boundaries of the developed 
area.

It must also be mentioned that in future no expenditure of a capital nature 
will be approved in respect of Pimville.

(Sgd.) C #A# Keald.

SECRETARY FOR S-VIiVE AFFAIRS»
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MEMO. (9)N9/l5/3/8.

The Chief Bantu Affairs Commissioner, 
P.0. Box 1179,
JOHANNESBURG.

COMPLAINTS : PIMVILLE LOCATION.

1. Pursuant to your instructions in regard to the complaint made by Paul 
R. Mosaka of the Goodwill Burial Society, Pimville and the article published 
in the Sunday Express on the 2nd October, I960, I, accompanied by Mr. 
Oosthuizen, interviewed Mosaka on the 4th October, I960 at Pimville where we 
had an opportunity to inspect the conditions in loco.

2. I therefore beg to report, inter alia, as follows :-

(a) Pimville, originally known as Klipspruit Location, 
situated in the South West of the farm Klipspruit 
No. 8, Johannesburg, was established in 1905 to 
house approximately 1000 Bantu families moved from 
the city area during an outbreak of plague.

(b) The area consisted of 3000 stands and except for 135 
houses built by the City Council about 10 years ago, 
the area consists entirely of Owner-built houses.

(c) Although it is alleged that the standholders had 
spent a considerable amount of money in building their 
houses, the houses are at present, with the exception 
of a few, in a delapidated-, even an uninhabitable 
state not to mention the shacks - and in poor condition.

(d) I was given to understand that many of the standholders 
are now resident in the other Bantu Townships and that 
the majority of the population which amounts to 
approximately 33,000 are sub-tenants who are largely 
housed in shacks erected on the existing stands.

(e) I am of the opinion that the present conditions can 
only create a major slum and that it is far worse than 
Sophiatown ever was.

3. The following is a summary of the few facilities provided in Pimville.

(a) Only a few roads are tarred whereas the majority are 
sandy and very poor with no provision for drainage 
even for the overflow of water from the french drains 
or the waste water from household use which formed 
many puddles or muddy pools which must ultimately result 
in an unbearable stench or a breeding place for 
disease - carrying insects.

(b) The Location is served by communal water taps with 
french drains, most of which were found to be blocked 
during the inspection.

(c) There is no water-borne sewerage in Pimville. Until 
recently the human excreta was collected and removed 
by day by animal-drawn night-soil vehicles but as this 
proved a very slow process, a tractor-driven vehicle 
was substituted. I was given to understand that in 
view of the large area and population and reasons 
beyond their control, the authorities are not in a 
position to undertake the collection and removal of 
the human excreta during the night.

(d) • • • •



(d) As the whole area has to be done daily, the collection 
and removal of the human excreta is undertaken daily 
from dawn break but it is well-nigh impossible to 
complete the work until a late hour in the morning with 
the result that the night soil pails are sometimes 
left standing in the streets until up to noon.

(e) During the inspection it was found that at 10.10 a.m. 
full buckets were still left standing in the streets.
This fact, no doubt, let to the complaints and would, 
without doubt, pollute the air in addition to provide 
facilities for disease- carrying insects to come into 
contact with the excreta and to carry the germs to the 
inhabitants or contaminate foodstuffs.

(f) It was also observed that when the pails were emptied 
into the night soil vehicles, some of the contents were 
splashed over the sides. In addition thereto, the 
buckets were dropped in the streets with the result 
that quantities, however small, were spilled in the 
streets which fact also contributed towards the existing 
foul air.

(g) Accumulated rubbish, garbage, ash, etc. were found in 
yards and the sides of houses and streets.

4. I was given to understand that during the rainy season, the narrow 
streets are impassable; that sanitation facilities are inadequate for the 
large population; and that the removal of rubbish etc. is not undertaken 
at regular intervals.

5. In view of the prevailing conditions in Pimville, I would suggest 
that an officer of the Department of Public Health be requested to conduct 
an inspection in the morning and, if circumstances warrant it, to report on 
the situation from the health aspect.

(Sgd.) C.A.R. SWANEPOEL.
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“White”
B\ the Political Reporter

! he population move involving 
l. too Native: Coloureds and 
Asiatic* .ii th« KHptown-Nance- 
•ie!a area is to begin within a 

.-7—-in ,terms of the latest 
^ o f f i i iw u  Gazette iiotiu* • - 

Aïtngetl ■••r five it eso ave beeil 
proclaimed Vv.. : > 1 tits and non- 
w- ill 'nave tn leave within 

. -eeaole ft tine.
areas are Nancefleld. 

M jnshiville, KHptow r: Racecourse 
?n„-.ship and Kliprtviersoofy 
Estate Ali five areas have ueen  ̂
proclaimed White with immediate? 

• - as tar as owner ship is 1 on"
creed
^ÍSncefle'id and Mtmshitnlle 

have been proclíimed White lor 
occupation pnrp within a 
ear • .an April 4. 1951.
Tht other threi anas Klip- 

town. Racecourse and Klipriviera- 
oog Estate will becane White 
areas for occupation 011 a date 
which still has to be proclaimed 

The recent proclamation make* 
them so-called three b. areas, 
meaning th&’ it is propo-en m 
n. <ke 'hem area, for White 
ccupai on on at some future 
•ale.



Readers’ views

Government have blundered 
over Nancefield

To lho Editor o f The. Star

S ' 1*-'

fact that it states Klt|>Uj4l 
is to be an area iot White owner
ship onlv.

Where are all the reside- . 
Kliptown to be housed?

The report in The Star on April 18 to the effect th.i The Oo^nmem prides iue;i •,
-Nancehehl i* to remain a White ar.> e B e 111 carrying out the “volkswil. How

expressed wiohe. of H,» „ J . r , * '  ,desP 'te lhe 11 carrylntt out the "volkswil” in
„ , ,, '7 ,f ll,< r' *M,,nu uf that area to the contrary:! instance, when, after the elec-

am! that Kliptown, a predominant!» non-European area i i!?V^L?ent?Uve h#d fa ^

T Z ,  . T V  n  lv M H  “  WhiK — •h»  s s a  s * « s r r u ; r  - z

, 1 600 plotholderg of Nancefield, compriaina Í < N<L.!VernaUve »°commoda’Kn
r lm ,i0f Whon‘ m° re than h#Jf ■ «  Government opponent, have, in no unmistakable matin r, advised the

M i ^ T T  T r° U® thfi[  P,CC,H M P  • Mr »• J Schoeman,Minister of Transport, that they desired their area to be
declared non-White so that they could sell up and leave

TV» I h s  n n s t W  « . . a  . a  wt_______ «  - .  rTo the north-east of Nsneeheld 
la Pimville. to the north Jabavu. 
beyond which ts Orlando bat'and 
Msadowlands. to the north-west 
Moroka and to the east the ait* 
and service area, with Kliptown. a 
fi" Mrfv populated non-European 
• in close proximity, beyond 
which is Protea and Lens.

Being practically surrounded kg

w j s r a r & r s s s :
ha* undergone a depreciation In 
vahm hanos tbctr mtaiilliiii to 
giro-them ap

is provided for these people 
Africans being removed from 
western areas have not been com
pletely and satisfactorily settled 
and now another a i m  at the 
community is in deep»,
■People are now asking• ------- , - y UUW H I lQ f  Witw

Kliptown. which was bare reld a comrnunity or township will be th«
mar» an VMr. a»,-» nmj w__TV IV*Tt fall ____SU. *— -- 30 yean ago and has been 
wonderfully developed by the 
Coloured community, is to beoome 
a "White area.”

A little town

To their
__  _

instead, the “advice” of their ___ ________

Kliptown is practically a little 
town on its own. It has a fleet 
buses which caters excellently tor 
transport of the community, in 
y d ittqn to a feeder service to 
KsoctMd Station.
. wall-doveioped township, 
with 1U settled community, is now 
to ba bmotsd by the whhne of 
thle Nationalist Party Oovern- 

not in the interests of 
kas tbs 

harsh Is the

next to fall under the axe of 
uprooting and removals?

It rather looks as though i 
Government has committee 
another blunder

Nancefield residents know what 
thay want and the» have not 
come to their decision iichth 
About half a dosen house, hsw 

In at least
two instances those homes had

Ooremment would be ooii 
_ —J  *0 comply with the t « n  

of their supporter* in Nancefield 
anfiso allay a great daal of un- 
"  ~  hardship and

PX>. WAI14K PAUL.
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W o o n p le k  v ir  B la n k c s

Die gebiede is: Nancefield 
dunsniville (gront 250 morg er 
fiedeeite van die piaas Olifant- 
v 'e' *" Kiiptown, Racecourse 
bestaande uit daardie gedcel't 

van die dorp Racecourse wa’ 
suidoos gelee is van die Johai 
ne^burg Vereeniging - spoorlyn > 
e,‘ K ipriviersoog-landgoed (die 
fierieeite suidoos van die Johan 
; 1 bu r8 Vereem|ing-spoorlyn).

In 'n afsor.derlike proklamasie 
vord die voorneme bekend ge- 
maak om die gehiede Kliptown. 
Racecourse en Klipriviersoog tm 
fiebiede vir bewonlng dcur bian- 

• te prokiameer.
i' -i verdere proklamasie woi * 

lie gcbicde Nancefield . n Mun 
shiville verkiaar tot gebiede \ ir 
’vwomng ieur blankes vanaf n 
jaar van Datum van die prokla- 
niasie.

Die Wet op die OnUvikkoling 
van Groepsgcbic.ic word van on- 
middeliike toepassing gemaak op 
lie gebiede Kliptown. Racecourse 

cn K!ipriviers.»og. — ( Eie Boris, j

_ _ _______________ ______________ _______ _ _  . . . . . _____________
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'W hite spot
5-rn«. 1

are up in arms:

residents

I h( ‘V

want the area "b lack
By th*' Political Reporter

T O H A N N tS B t B U .lih S T  “ W H I I T  s P O T ’ - N m h t -
J  field. which it. hounded on three -ides by non-Kuropt-.ui 
ret-idenlial area- and on tin- fourth b\ a « wage  di^nwal "ork -
__ jh u„  i „  ann- because tin- G overnm en t have no tar refused
to declare the area a iion-Kuropean area. I hi- would enable 
the property owners to sell and get their money ha. k.

Naiirelield is bordered t>s Piim ille. Lenasia, Monika and 
Kdiptown and by the municipal sewerage farm.

A t tinner member of the 
Nationalist Part committee in 
the area, who was a Nationalist 
candidate in the 1949 Provincial 
Council election, said today that 
the inhabitants have. In effect 
been told that the area is to remain 
White

Last year a petition was orga
nized to ask that Nancefleld be 
proclaimed a non-European area 
but. though nine-tenths of the 
landowners were in favour, 
nothing has been done about it.

•• Instead of acceding to our 
request and carrying out the policy 
of our party by removing this 
■ White spot.' the Mini-.ter ol 
Transport Mr Schoeman who is 
M.P for the area, has advised us 
to 1 stay White.'

NOT THE POLICY 
- The Nationalist M P C  lor the 

area. Mr. A. C. van Wyk. u> t a m 
ing out an opinion poll in Nance- 
field but thia Is apparently »  partv 
political undertaking As a Nation
alist I consider this unfair because 
it is a matter for all Nancefleld 
landowners and not for Nation
alists only.

"W e have been told that It is 
not the Government policy to 1« 
Natives. Coloureds and Indians live 
together In  Nancefleld they are i 
allowing Natives Whites. Coloureds 
and Indians to live together be
cause Kllptown is predominantly 
Coloured and Indian, the Native 
areas bofder on Nancefleld and 
there hae ai ready been infiltration 
into the White area."

CANNOT HELL
The Nationalist said that it is 

Impossible for those who wish to 
leave Nancefleld to sell their pro
perty or to get back the money 
they paid shortly after the war.

•' We have no option but to stay 
on or lose what we have built up 
through these years."

The Minister of Transport i 
addressed a meeting at Nancefleld 

■jtwo weeks ago. but It was a poli- 
litlcal meeting at which all residents

Iknd the vigilance association were 
not represented.

“  It  was then that Mr Schoeman 
advised us to 'stay White.’ "

The Nationalist supporter said 
that there are about 2.000 Euro
peans in Nancefleld and It is esti
mated that there are more than 
1.000 Nationalist supporters.

. “ All those I  know think the 
I same as I do."

tfancefield is in Mr. 8choeman’« i 
I constituency. Maraisburg



A r^G; ......

GOVERNM ENT DECIDE 
NANGEFIELI) MUST 

REM AIN W H ITE

Opposition ol resident;' 
ignored

By the I’olitiral Reporter

JO H  VN M -.'H l R f.'S  B IG G H S'I ' W liite (*|njt" Nunietirlil 
V. ll it'll i- -ilu.lt' 'I in lltP >l>nif>l«x ill -ÍKMiltffl

a* .1 \ ,i -1 H l.uk ri-a ill term» of till* t.m  riullont’s pr<ui|> 
arc m |t'.in.», i- in ■ urn in .i W liitr »|ml. -j.it. nt tin t.n i 
tli.it m  f tli in 1,1 i" i ini .  it tlir r i i i i l '  nt- » m t it ill» l and

a Native jri'u.

Nanwheld. p*r.t »  Ru.-t.-c 
Township. i.ir' of KBprivie A
Estate Township aim M in-nivi 
will lie (up Wait. .ir 
iniiiipdiaipi as fat a ownership
la concerned. a \e»: from tv * a?
lar as Occupation . come >uv 

Though tin.- While -pot Í
NaiKPfl'1<1 ' »  «  irR'il
.-Iill reman . a While 
di'n'd bi PiinvlUí, I ■ m

mail.. ' Ill' '.pleinuiwit! ,i<i> ii'innifi 1 n. ■



tieïd ind K ipiu«n w.)- i art o hr 
\.lvv : -prir of .i Grom \iv„ prof! r.> 'hr
• *  ■ r ' '  ■ >'■ '■><' IV .. ;> . f O  •• . : M ,  i  . .

Ptmv e mui • • a‘*i u, the « 1U1 oí .Nancrftc .



Most \\ hi t o  uant 
Namefield Black

* 1,1 * Nationalist whin v.*. ... 
candidate of the liMfi urrvinciai 
«i'incJi elec!ion Miyliu ibar. t\-

It to h» declared a - black spot •
I am also a property •,

this unwanted "whit- ,p,,t As

* ateiul for the Nationalist- inn 
stand hi this matter.

itegardintr the mcctttu: held m 
I t h e  M in iste r : T r n m ,« .n  b 
■ b hoeman. at N'artrefle d, i ' f-.

l £ f  the property u v i c s ,  a-. M •. . .  r ’ • ' r ~>r I*» i\i ;
Schuenm. cav. hi . non that 
'■-e non . remain /, white . p. •

■a. MiRgenfint that M; Á < 
van w  M P C

" ' l * '•  • M Oilt
Opthn;-: pot. I : *li!U. the uili- 
mat.- result •• .1! he a M: Some.

the majoritc o: pr..;* ■ ; f...... . *
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