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TIME FOR PEACE
D ecem ber 9, 1989, the  w hole of the G aza S trip  and 

large p a rts  o f th e  W est Bank w ere under curfew -  
im prisoning a m illion peop le  in th e ir hom es -  to 
p reven t “d is tu rb an ces” on th e  second anniversary  of 
the In tifada . F resh  m ilitary  forces w ere b rough t in, to 
help en fo rce th e  curfews; in N ablus, m ore than  two 
thousand  so ld iers conducted  house-to  house sea r
ches. T he  police m obilised  large forces to m aintain  
con tro l over the A rab  p art o f “un ified” Jerusa lem  -  
w hich is officially annexed  to Israel.

T he peace m ovem ent also m obilised: dem onstra 
tions took p lace in N azare th , K afr Kasm, U m m -el- 
Fahm  and sm aller A rab  towns and villages in Israel. 
H u n d red s of Jew s and A rabs form ed a hum an chain 
across dow ntow n H aifa. In Jerusa lem , five thousand  
m arched u nder the slogan Make Peace N ow  -  with 
the PLO! A t th e  head of th e  m arch, 143 large 
pho tog raphs w ere carried  -  those  of all the  143 
children , P alestin ian  and Israeli, w ho got killed 
during th e  In tifada .

A t ab o u t th e  sam e tim e th a t th e  Peace Now m arch 
ended  in Je ru sa lem , an arm y pa tro l en te red  Bani- 
N a’im, forty  k ilom etres  to th e  south , w here thous
ands of v illagers w ere also holding a m arch. T hose 
closest to  th e  village en tran ce  b a rred  the so ld iers’ 
way, throw ing stones and em pty bo ttles; the soldiers 
opened  fire, killing a young w om an; m ore villagers 
cam e out of th e  village cen te r and jo in ed  the strug
gle; one of them  was killed, too. T he  following 
m orning, a com m en ta to r on Israeli radio  rem arked: 
We have entered the third year o f  the Intifada. So far, it 
looks pretty m uch the sam e as the previous two...

In D ecem ber 1987, Is rae l’s m ilitary and political 
leaders w ere confident of ending, w ithin a few weeks, 
w hat they then  term ed  “th e  rio ts in Judea , Sam aria 
and G aza”. In  D ecem ber 1989, the m ost which the 
G enera l S taff dares p rom ise is “a reduction  in the 
level o f v io lence”. L ittle  is heard  any m ore even of 
A riel S h aro n ’s boasts tha t he could “do b e tte r”.

T he  Palestin ians have shown them selves capable of 
endurance  and persistence far beyond w hat anybody 
believed possible two years ago. T he  euphoria  o f the 
first In tifada  m onths, or of the N ovem ber 1988 
D eclaration  of Independence, is long gone; every 
slow and agonising step tow ards the negotia tions 
table  is paid for w ith blood; yet the Palestin ians 
continue daily the ir grim  and determ ined  struggle.

In tifada  life includes countless deprivations and 
hum iliations, in which the Palestin ians are at the 
m ercy of any so ld ier’s whim. M ost deeply distressing 
are the  period ic  ra ids in which large army forces 
descend upon a village or ne ighborhood  at a la te  
night hour. O peratives of the Shabak arrive at such 
raids w ith deta iled  lists o f the local “subversives”, 
com plete w ith th e ir nam es, ages, physical descrip
tions and the location  of th e ir houses; they are  taken 
off to deten tion , in te rroga tion  -  often  involving 
to rtu re  -  and long term s of im prisonm ent, with or 
w ithout trial. T he Shabak lists a re  based on in form a
tion com piled th rough  its large netw ork of spies and 
inform ers, who are  often  b lackm ailed into this role. 
T he inform ers and co llaborators are  deeply hated . 
T he In tifad a ’s m asked-faced “so ld iers” are  busy 
searching them  out. M any of those discovered are

Stop Press!
M em bers o f  K ib b u tz  R a m o t M enashe have taken the in itia tive  to  organise “a peace ca ra va n ” to  
Egypt. H u n d red s o f  Israelis in ten d  to  m ee t at C airo with sen io r  P L O  m em bers an d  Egyptian  
sta tesm en .
In a m ee tin g  ca lled  at the K ibbu tz M o vem en t headquarters on D ecem ber 13, fo u r  h u n d red  peace  
activ is ts  tu rned  up to  express the ir  support fo r  the idea. The partic ipan ts approved the idea o f  the  
peace  caravan, in a reso lu tion  conclud ing: After the fall of the Berlin Wall, we can no longer  
accept the continued  ex is tence  o f  paper walls preventing dialogue between peoples.
A lso  p resen t were M apam  K nesset M em ber C haim  Oron, L a b o r  KM  L o va  E liav, an d  Science M in ister  
E zer  W eitzm an . K M  E lia v  cam e to  the m eeting  directly fro m  C airo -  where he ha d  m e t with N ab il 
S h a 'a th , A r a fa t’s advisor.



killed; som etim es, th e ir m utila ted  bodies a re  dis
played in th e  stree ts , as a w arning to o thers.

P alestin ian  leaders are  aw are o f the  grave dangers 
inheren t in th is practice , and the p o ten tia l corrosive 
effects on the m oral fabric  of P alestin ian  society -  
effects w hich may ou tlast the occupation . S tating  
tha t the killing of co llabo ra to rs should be a last 
reso rt only, th e  In tifad a  leadersh ip  has estab lished  a 
set o f lim itations: tho rough  verification  of a pe rso n ’s 
guilt and  discussion o f each case in h igher echelons, 
befo re  action  is taken ; th e  use of lesser m easures, 
such as social p ressu re , to m ake a co llabo ra to r m end 
his ways or leave th e  com m unity on w hich he is 
spying. In th e  town o f B eit Sahur, w ell-known for its 
ded ica tion  to m ass non-vio lent struggle, no col
lab o ra to rs  have been killed so far, though one was 
ban ished  from  the  town.

T he  m asked youths, how ever, do not always heed 
these  lim itations. In  th e  m uch-publicised  case of 
N ablus, two groups of P alestin ian  youths, known 
respectively  as “T he  R ed  E ag les” and “T he  Black 
Pant h e rs”, ignored even th e  personal appeals of PLO 
lead e r Y asser A rafa t, tran sm itted  on PLO  radio , to 
restric t th e ir killings of suspected  co llaborators. A 
cap tu red  R ed  E ag le  to ld  Israe li televison: “W ith all 
respect to  A bu-A m ar (A rafat), he  lives ab road  and 
does not know  our local situa tion . W henever we find 
a co llab o ra to r we deal w ith him, w ith no reg re ts .”

A  p arad e , o rgan ised  by the Black P an thers in the 
N ablus C asba, was show n by foreign television n e t
works, w ith the com m ent “it seem s the Israeli arm y is 
losing co n tro l”. T he  arm y com m and was pu t under 
strong  p ressu re  to “pu t an end to th e  em barassm en t”. 
S o ld iers (disguised, according to the  Israe li press, as 
A rab  w om en) su rp rised  the Black P an thers at th e ir 
rendezvous, sho t dow n fou r of them  and cap tu red  the 
rest. T he  w hole o f N ablus was p laced u nder curfew, 
and  so ld iers d is tribu ted  at the  houses leaflets read 
ing: Inhabitants o f  N ablus! The forces o f  Law  and  
Order have liberated you  from  the B lack Panther 
Gang. A t yo u r service, the Israeli D efence Forces. 
Shortly  a fte r  th e  curfew  was lifted, hundreds of 
youths p o u red  into th e  stree ts , chanting  We are all 
Black Panthers!. T h ro u g h o u t the O ccupied T er
rito ries, th ree  days o f m ourning w ere observed for 
the dead  P an thers , now universally recognised as 
m artyrs for the  P alestin ian  cause.

•

It is en tirely  due to the  In tifada  tha t the govern
m ent o f Israe l found  itse lf obliged to offer som e kind

of a peace p lan, and  to engage in som e kind of 
nego tia tions on the Palestin ian  issue. It is entirely  
due to the In tifada  th a t th e  U n ited  S ta tes recog
nised, at last, th a t the PL O  speaks for the Palestin ian  
people , and opened  a process of indirect nego tia
tions betw een Israel and  the PLO . T he reality  of 
these nego tia tions is becom ing m ore and  m ore 
evident; on the sam e day, the Israe li cab inet in Tel- 
Aviv and  th e  PLO  Executive C om m ittee  in C airo  
discussed the “five p o in ts” of U .S. S ecretary  of S ta te  
B aker. Several L abo r M in isters have already ac
know ledged th a t the goverm ent is, indeed , engaged 
in de-facto nego tia tions w ith th e  PLO . H owever, the 
L ikud -  w hich dom inats Is rae l’s foreign  policy -  
con tinues to insist th a t there are no  negotiations with 
the PLO, and there never will be. N evertheless, 
Foreign M in ister A rens m ade an em barassing  slip: 
he adm itted  to a K nesset C om m ittee  tha t, in his 
la test conversation  w ith B aker, he had inquired  
about the P L O ’s positions...

F ighting every inch of the way, the governm ent of 
Israel is being d ragged  to the nego tia ting  table. At 
the tim e of w riting, the scheduled  p re -nego tia tions 
include a m eeting  o f officials in W ashington to 
p rep a re  a m eeting  of th e  Israeli, E gyptian  and 
A m erican  fo re ig n  m in is te rs , w hich  w ill lay th e  
g round  for an Israe li-P alestin ian  d ialogue, w ith 
overt o r tacit PLO  partic ipation . T his C airo  m eeting, 
in tu rn , is due to decide upon th e  m odalities of 
elec tions in the O ccupied T errito ries, a fte r w hich the 
elec ted  rep resen ta tives will engage in nego tia tions 
for a peace se ttlem en t, to be im plem ented  a fte r an 
unspecified in terim  period ...

Slow and exasperating  as this process is, it still 
could -  if con tinued  long enough  on its p resen t 
course -  arrive eventually  at a po in t w here official 
Israe li and PL O  delegations will at last sit together, 
and at an even m ore rem o te  po in t w here Israeli 
forces will start evacuating  the W est Bank and G aza. 
No one, how ever, can estim ate  th e  am oun t o f b lood 
shed and hum an suffering still to com e, or the 
num ber o f scars perm anen tly  im prin ted  upon the 
young g enera tion  o f b o th  peoples.

W hile in E aste rn  E u rope  physical and psycho
logical b arrie rs  fall literally  overnight, and while 
even th e  South  A frican  governm ent is now stating  its 
w illingness to nego tia te  w ith th e  A N C , the M iddle 
E ast still seem s doom ed to m ove at a snail’s pace 
tow ards its tim e for peace.

The editor
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Beit Sahur
solidarity and dialogue

by Maxine Kaufman Nunn -  based on comments by 
Veronica Cohen, Stephanie Black and Jonathan Kuttab

During the recent spate of tax-raids on Beit Sahur 
residents who steadfastly refused to pay income or 
value-added taxes, solidarity actions by Israeli groups, 
though neither dramatic nor highly publicized, were 
non-the-less significant and appreciated. A number of 
demonstrations were held in Jerusalem, calling for an 
end to "Taxation without Representation" and for a halt 
to arrests and the confiscation o f workshop machinery, 
furniture and home appliances, and merchants' goods. 
Participating organizations included 21st Year, Cam
pus, Hal-ah Hakibush, The Comm ittee for Beita, the 
newly formed Kav Yarok (Green Line -  Palestinians 
and Israelis for Peace), and persons associated with an 
ongoing Jerusalem-Beit Sahur dialogue group. The 
latter two groups went beyond demonstrating in Jeru
salem. Some o f their activities are described below. 
Except where otherwise stated, information on dia- 
logue-group activity is based on comments by Veronica 
Cohen and Kav Yarok information comes from Ste
phanie Black.

D ialogue groups w ith peop le  from  W est Jerusalem  
and B eit S ahur w ere s ta rted  abou t 18 m onths ago. 
Not in o rd e r to p e rsu ad e  each o ther, but to uncover 
things that e ith e r side co u ld n ’t have w ithout this 
in terac tion ... T here , Israeli p a rtic ipan ts  m et Pales
tin ians w ho w ere easy to speak w ith, w ho read  the 
sam e books, to w hom  the sam e things w ere im 
p o rtan t, but w ith a to tally  d ifferen t grasp of history. 
Only because of th e  com m onalities was it possib le to 
absorb  th is d ifference  and to believe it was genuine. 
For exam ple, at first th e  P alestin ians d idn ’t u nder
stand  w hat it w as th a t m ade Israe lis  afraid ; as far as 
they w ere concerned , Is rae l’s existance h ad n ’t been 
in question  fo r m any years. Israelis, for th e ir part, 
cou ldn ’t u n d ers tan d  the  P a les tin ians’ view o f them  as 
strong  and  u n th rea ten ed ...

T he  m eetings con tinued  w ith basically the sam e 
groups of peo p le  ev ery 'tw o  w eeks, m eeting  alter- 
natingly in B eit S ahu r and Je ru sa lem  except w hen 
p rev en ted  by curfews, etc. ...

V eron ica stressed  tha t they “are  no t m eeting  in 
o rder to know  each o th e r as hum an beings. T h a t’s 
u n d e rs to o d . B ut ra th e r  to  deal w ith  th e  hard  
qu estio n s.” F or instance, the Israelis needed  to 
explain tha t th e  Israeli Peace m ovem ent was not 
m onolith ic; they w eren ’t all Shalom  A chshav, and 
w ere no t always un ited ; and tha t th e  reason  for their 
inaction  was o ften  th is lack of unity  and not o ther 
reasons P alestin ians m ight assum e.

They also needed  to m ake it clear tha t Israelis w ere 
also frigh tened , and  it was im portan t for the P alestin 
ians to learn  th e  reasons why. T he  B eit Sahurians 
becam e very sensitive to this, though  they had s ta rted  
out saying “you hav en ’t a right to be a fra id ”. She sees 
it as a sign of rea l friendsh ip  w hen peop le  are  willing 
to tell p eop le  on th e  o th e r side th a t they are  afraid.

T he first b ro ad e r activity took p a rt in D ecem ber of 
1988. M em bers o f the Israe li group  and th e ir friends 
w ere invited to a church  in Beit Sahur. A bout 70

Israelis partic ipa ted , and lots o f press. T he  idea was 
to experience “w hat it w ould be like for Israelis to go 
to the te rrito ries  as tourists and no t as conquero rs -  
to show how it could be in the fu tu re ”, tha t they could 
visit publicly (no t just to a p riva te  m eeting  th a t no n 
partic ipan ts w ouldn’y know  abou t) and  com e and 
leave in peace....

T he  second activity also involved abou t 70 Israelis, 
m ostly observant Jews, who b rought th e ir fam ilies to 
spend Shabbat (beginning before  sundow n Friday 
evening) with fam ilies in Beit Sahur. T h is was an 
experience which V eronica characterized  as “like 
the w orld to com e”. In one way, she said, it was 
frightening to many of the Jewish partic ipan ts: they 
and th e ir children  w ould be sleeping in an A rab  town 
w ith th e  nearest Jew  40 or 50 m inutes walk away. But 
the kids, though often  lacking a com m on language, 
got together in five m inutes. Suddenly the kids 
d isappeared  w ith th e ir new  friends (see T O I36, p .4).

Palestin ian  lawyer Jon a th an  K uttab  rem arked*: 
“T he  Israelis a re  always th e  ones insisting on talk ing 
and the  Palestin ians are  always the ones insisting on 
action. W hen they can agree on a specific action, it 
becom es very beautiful. Beit S ahur I think is a very 
positive exam ple of very positive dialogue. W hen 
Israelis come to Beit Sahur and stay overnight even 
though it is a closed m ilitary a rea  or it’s under 
curfew, th a t’s a real dialogue. W hether they talk 
politics or not, they are  really com m unicating  and 
they are  really w orking tow ards peace...

The prayer for Peace
W hen one Beit S ahur m em ber of the  dialogue 

group was a rrested  for nonpaym ent o f taxes, his 
group invited the ir Israe li cou n te rp arts  to jo in  them  
in a vigil at a Beit Sahur church. T he arm y w ouldn’t 
let the Israelis in, bu t four w ere able to sneak into the 
church, w here they w ere g ree ted  w ith the announce
m ent “the peace forces have a rrived!”

T he  army hadn ’t d istu rbed  the vigilers inside the 
church. T he Palestin ians w ere searching for ways to 
announce to the Israeli public tha t they w ant to exist 
in peace  beside Israel... T he  idea of having a church 
service for peace was born.

T his service was held in the R om an C atholic  
church on N ovem ber 5, and was a succes in tha t som e 
2000 peop le  (alm ost all Palestin ians) a tten d ed  and 
the sold iers d idn’t en te r the church. But it failed as 
well, since the press was not allow ed in to B eit Sahur 
and th ere fo re  w ro te  instead about the A ram y road 
block and the largely Israeli and A m erican  hap p en 
ings there . (T here w ere about 60 Jew s at th e  ro ad 
block and about a dozen, who had spent the night in 
Beit Sahur hom es, w ere at the church service itself). 
T hus the P alestin ian  m essage o f peace was largely 
m issed by the Israeli public, though  the Jerusalem  
Post did report som e of w hat happened  in the church 
(at second hand).

“T his was a Palestinian  m essage to Is rae l”, V eron 
ica em phasized, “tha t they d o n ’t w ant to  destroy 
Israel, bu t to live beside her. She feels strongly that 
“T he  activity at the roadblock  w as a m istake” be
cause it led to jo u rn a lis ts ’ not bo thering  to en te r Beit



Sahur once it was opened , to interview  peop le  there.
T he  Beit Sahur peo p le  succeded in se tting  up this 

p rayer service desp ite  th e  difficult circum stances of 
th e  42 day curfew  (w hich ended  ju s t a few days 
befo re) including no phone-lines and running  low on 
food.

D esp ite  tha t, a p erso n a l rep resen ta tive  of Jim m y 
C arterJ> rough t C a r te r ’s greetings, and  th e  M ufti of 
Je ru sa lem  a tten d ed  and  spoke, receiving a th u n d e r
ous ovation. T h e  M u fti’s p resence, a M uslim  holy 
m an in a (C atho lic) church , was a particu larly  im
p o rtan t victory because of Israeli adm in is tra tion  
effo rts  to drive ap a rt C hris tians and M uslim s in Beit 
S ahu r during the  “tax w ar”.

H ille l B ard in  w as spokesperson  for th e  dozen 
activists from  Israe li peace  groups who a tten d ed  the 
service, having en te red  the town the  prev ious a fte r
noon, befo re  the arm y closed it**. H e addressed  the 
congregants:
A s an Israeli I  love m y people and  m y country, and  
today was a chance fo r  Israelis to  learn that Palestin
ians w ant peace. (...) U nfortunately m y governm ent 
decided today to  prevent the Israeli people from  
hearing you. They prevented the reporters from  com 
ing. They prevented the Israeli television from  coming. 
They prevented the world press from  coming. Why 
doesn 't the Israeli governm ent want the Israeli people 
to hear what you  have to  say?***

There is a group o f  Israelis here with m e today w h o ’ve 
know n yo u  fo r  a long time; w h o ’ve had  the hon o u r o f  
m eeting you, talking with you, learning about you  in a 
way that fe w  Israelis know . I  th ink that those Israelis 
who have m et you  and  heard you  know  that there’s a 
chance fo r  peace. They know  that i t ’s worth m aking  
peace and  divid ing  the land  between us -  an indepen
den t Palestine and  an independent Israel; each secure, 
each free, each independent, with justice and  a settle
m en t between the peoples.

There are som e people m issing here today who  
shou ld  be here, because they worked hard fo r  peace. I  
d o n ’t see m y fr iends here today. Ghassan Angoni, 
where is he? (audience: in ja il); where is Salaam  H ilal 
(aud.: in ja il) . (...) Their place is here, no t in ja il 
(drowned out by applause). Where are they, and where 
are the hundreds o f  o ther prisoners from  Beit Sahur?

I  adm ire the courageous people o f  B eit Sahur in 
com ing together today to call fo r  peace between our  
peoples. You sh o u ld  know  tha t yo u  have a trem endous 
pow er -  the governm ent o f  Israel today is afraid to let 
the people o f  Israel know  what is happening here. A n d  
let m e tell you  that i f  you  keep on doing what vou ’re 
doing today, you  w ill have an independent state soon.

I

A n o th e r expression  of Israe li so lidarity  w ith Beit 
Sahur was th e  hold ing  of a dem onstra tion  in Beit 
Sahur  on N ovem ber 10 by the new Israe li-P alestin ian  
group , K av Yarok: A t a m eeting  in B eit Sahur on the 
subject o f th e  tax raids, B eit S ahurians requested  a 
so lidarity  action  by th e  Israelis, in o rd e r to respond  to 
those  in Beit Sahur who w ere asking “w hat is the 
point of all th is coopera tion  w ith Jew s?” Kav Yarok

decided tha t th ere  w ere two issues in Beit Sahur 
currently; th e  civil d isobedience (tax resistance) and 
the struggle  for P alestin ian  self-sufficiency and  de
crease in dependence  on Israel; and  th a t they w ould 
focus on the  second.

They collected  m oney in T el Aviv and Jerusa lem , 
w ith help  from  H a l’a H akibush  and o th e r groups, 
and bought a truck load  of tree  and vegetab le  seed 
lings, w hich w ere delivered  to Beit Sahur on Friday, 
N ovem ber 12, at noon.

L a te r in the afternoon  70 peop le  in two buses 
en te red  B eit Sahur from  W est Jerusa lem , evading a 
roadblock. Som e of these  had p artic ip a ted  tha t 
m orning in a sm all dem onstra tion  against the selling 
o f th e  goods confiscated  from  B eit Sahur, w hich 
w ere taken  to th e  C ustom s A u th o rity ’s w arehouse  at 
B en G urion  airport. A lthough  th e  artic les a re  being 
sold b it by b it at d ifferen t tim es and  a re  no t id en ti
fied as com ing from  B eit Sahur, V eronica said tha t 
she recognized som e: fo r instance, th e  coolers taken  
from  one m an’s grocery  store, and m achines confis
cated  from  w ood-w orking shops, w hich she saw 
stand ing  ou tside th e  custom s shed in th e  pouring 
rain...

W hen th e  dem onstra to rs reached  B eit Sahur, they 
w ere en thusiastically  g ree ted  by 350 or 400 tow ns
people. It took the arm y about ten  m inu tes to get 
th e re  and close the  area. T he Beit Sahurians w anted  
th e  Israelis to stay -  and invited them  to re tu rn  at a 
la te r da te  to p lan t the seedlings. T he  w hole group  
w alked back very slowly to th e  buses, and  S tephan ie  
com m ented  on th e  g rea t feeling of toge therness 
during th e  dem onstration .

I was im pressed by th e  res tra in ed  behav iour o f the 
m ilitary on this occasion -  in th e  face of an ti
occupation  slogans in  H ebrew  and  A rabic, and  even 
the singing of the  Palestin ian  na tiona l song B ilad i 
(M y C ountry). T he p resence  of a visible con tingent 
o f Israelis may have con tribu ted . I h eard  la te r th a t 
one Palestin ian  had alm ost been  a rrested , but w hen 
som e Kav Yarok activists announced  tha t “if you 
a rrest him, you’ll have to a rrest all of us”, the 
p risoner was released.
*From a recent interview for a book in progress by Danielle 
Storper-Perez and Maxine K aufm an Nunn  
** During his reserve service in Ram allah Hillel Bardin 
organized a local ‘cease-fire’ with the inhabitants' and  
therefore had to serve a term in military prison (TO 134, p. 6).
*** The soldiers at the Beit Sahur roadblock were specif
ically ordered not to let Jews come into the town. A  Catholic 
priest was mistaken for a Jew and stopped, allowed to pass 
only after showing his crucifix.

Still p roud
On N ovem ber  30, C om m unications  M in is ter  Gad 
Y a’acoby, of the L abor  Party,  visi ted a high school in 
Eilat and answered the p u p i ls ’ quest ions .  A f te r  being 
asked ‘Should  our soldiers shoot A rab  boys who throw  
stones at them ?’ the m in is te r  answered: Forty-three 
years ago, I  was m yse lf an In tifada  boy. I  threw stones at 
British soldiers in the streets o fT e l-A v iv . I  was p roud  o f  it 
then, and, as a m atter o f  fact, I  still am.



Closed zones
On May 26, 1989, 27 m em bers of 

“Tw enty F irst Y ea r” w ere a rrested  
by the arm y in th e  W est Bank town 
o f Kalkiliya, w here  they cam e to 
p ro test against the dem olition  of a 
P alestin ian  house. T h e ir  re lease 
follow ed several days in deten tion , 
w ith w ide-scale p ro tests . However, 
the public p ro secu to r opened  p ro 
ceedings against them  on charges 
of “entering a closed military zone”. 
T he day fixed for the trial’s opening 
was D ecem ber 10 -  which happens 
to be T he  In te rn a tio n a l H um an 
R ights Day.

On th a t day, defence attorney 
Avigdor Feldm an brought the pros- 
ecu tio n  case in to  d isa rray . H e 
questioned  the validity of the mili
tary  decree  declaring  K alkiliya a 
“closed m ilitary  zo n e”, w hich was 
signed by a ju n io r officer w ith  no 
authorization to issue such decrees. 
S hould  th is p lea  be  accepted , the 
p ro secu tion  w ould be  forced  to 
drop all charges. M oreover, the 
m ilitary au th o ritie s  w ould be ham 
pered  in th e ir hab itua l ways of 
keep ing  peace activists -  o r jo u r
nalists -  ou tside “ho t spo ts”. 
Contact: The Twenty First Year, P.O.box 
24099, Jerusalem

•

Editors released
by Rayna Moss

N itzo tz  ed ito rs M ichal Schw artz 
and A ssaf Adiv w ere  re leased  on 
O ctober 26, and N ovem ber 26 res
pectively, a fte r  serving th e ir en tire  
p rison  term s of 18 m onths. T he last 
N itzo tz  p riso n er, Y akov Ben E frat, 
sen tenced  to 30 m onths im prison
m ent, rem ains in to ta l iso lation  in 
A shm oret (K far Y ona) prison.

U pon her re lease , Schw artz told 
rep o rte rs  ou ts ide  N eve T irza p ris
on tha t she con tinues to support 
the estab lishm en t o f an indepen 
den t P alestin ian  s ta te  in the Oc
cupied  T errito rie s  as th e  only road 
to Is rae li-P a lestin ian  peace. She 
sent g ree tings to A b ie  N athan , also 
im prisoned  fo r his struggle  for 
peace.

A ssaf Adiv was greeted by several 
de lega tions of w ell-w ishers from  
all p a rts  o f the  country , as well as 
from  the occupied G olan  H eights.

H e told the many waiting reporters: 
D ining m y im prisonm ent the whole 
world has changed, but Sham ir and  
Rabin are still the same. Supporters 
of th e  N itzotz  ed ito rs held a picket 
ou tside the prison, p ro testing  the 
iso lation  of Y a’akov Ben E frat, 
w hom th e  prison  adm inistration  
refuses to tran sfe r to th e  political 
p risoners wing.

Ben E fra t will stay in p rison  till 
th e  end of his term  in O ctober 
1990. H e refuses to appear before  
the paro le  com m ission, following 
the commission’s refusal to release 
Schw artz and Adiv a fter they com 
pleted two-thirds of their sentences. 
H e w rote: Since I  am not one o f  the 
Jewish Te/rorist Organization’s pris
oners and  I  was no t accused o f  
injuring or killing an Arab, I  stand  
no  chance o f  getting m y sentence 
reduced. Convicted of “membership 
in a te rro ris t o rgan iza tion”, Ben 
E fra t’s w hole crim e consisted in 
fact of editing  and publishing a 
new spaper.
Contac t :  H anitzotz, P .O .box 1575, 
Jerusalem.

«

‘Negligeance’
W hen the In tifada started , the 

Israeli governm ent was “taken  by 
su rp rise”. In  fact, anybody w ishing 
to look could have seen that, already 
at th e  beginning of 1987, th ere  was 
an increasing num ber of dem on
strations by West Bank Palestinians 
herald ing  the com ing ou tb reak  of 
a popu lar revolt against the occu
pation. However, in the mainstream 
m edia coverage of the growing 
tension  had been scanty and super
ficial.

T h e  A l te r n a t iv e  In fo rm a tio n  
C en te r (A1C) -  w ith a small office 
in W est Jerusa lem  and a staff pos
sessing excellent contac ts in the 
Occupied Territories -  did provide 
a constant stream  of inform ation. 
T he AJ.C also gave typesetting  and 
prin ting  services to many Israeli 
and P alestin ian  (and Israeli-Pales
tinian) political groups. On 
February  16, 1987, large police 
forces decended  upon the AIC 
office and closed it down. M any 
cra tes full o f docum ents and  com 
p u te r d iskettes w ere carted  off to 
police head q u arte rs  -  together

with M ichael Warshawski, the AIC 
d irector (see TO I 25, p .4).

In the follow ing days, a govern
m ental sm ear cam paign sought to 
portray  the A IC  as “a nest of PLO 
ag e n ts”, w ith th e  in te n tio n  of 
de lig itim isin g  and  in tim id a tin g  
those Israelis w ho -  like W ar
shawski -  try  to w ork for peace in 
coopera tion  w ith Palestin ians.

T his cam paign backfired . T he 
A IC  and its d irec to r received w ide 
public support from  those  who 
care for the freedom  of speech. 
A fter several months, the A IC  office 
was re-opened . M ichael W arshaw 
ski was released  on bail, but the 
prosecu tion  opened  jud icial p ro 
ceedings against him.

T he  charge sheet included nearly 
30 separa te  charges. Most of them  
re fe rred  to leaflets and b rochures 
in A rabic which the AIC had printed 
for various W est B ank organiza
tions. The prosecution claimed that 
all of these w ere “fronts for terrorist 
organizations” and that, therefore, 
in p rin ting  them  W arshaw ski had 
“rendered  services to illegal as
sociations”.

T he tria l d ragged  on for two and 
a half years. W arshaw ski’s lawyers, 
Avigdor Feldm an and LeahTzem el, 
ch ipped away at the p ro secu tio n ’s 
case. Despite his efforts, Prosecutor 
Uzi C hasson was unable  to ptove 
th a t the  W est Bank w om en’s and 
students’ organizations, whose leaf
lets had  been  p rin ted  by the A IC , 
are  indeed  illegal organizations. 
All but one of th e  charges w ere 
dism issed by the court, which also 
strongly criticised the police for 
th e  m anner in w hich it ra ided  the 
A IC  office  and  co n fisca ted  all 
p apers  and records, indiscrim ina- 
tingly.

W arshaw ski was found guilty on 
one charge only -  th a t of p rin ting  
a b rochure  con tain ing  th e  tes ti
m onies o f P alestin ians w ho w ere 
to rtu red  by th e  Shabak (secret ser
vice), and their advise to Palestinians 
w ho may in the fu tu re  undergo 
Shabak in terroga tions. T his b ro 
chure was com piled by the W est 
Bank branch of the P opu lar F ron t 
for the L ibera tion  of P alestine 
(the  PFL P), one of the m ain PLO  
com ponents and an  o rganization  
declared  to be te rro ris t by the 
Israeli governm ent. H owever, the 
p rosecu tion  could no t p rove that



W arshaw ski knew  o f the A rab- 
language b ro c h u re ’s PFL P  origin; 
he was found  guilty m erely o f “neg
ligence”, as th e  court ru led  th a t a 
p r in te r  o r ty p ese tte r m ust check 
the legality o f all m ateria ls  sub
m itted  to him  befo re  accepting  
them  for publication .

A fte r W arshaw ski’s acqu itta l on 
nearly  all charges, th e  defence, the 
specta to rs in th e  co u rtroom  -  and 
even th e  p ro secu to r h im self -  ex
pected a lenient sentence. T he court, 
however, sentenced Warshawski to 
twenty m onths’ im prisonm ent, plus 
ten  m on ths suspended  and a fine 
o f 10,000 Shekels (ab o u t $5000).

T he  severity  o f the  sen tence  is 
p robab ly  due to W arshaw ski’s re 
fusal to  disclose th e  iden tity  of the 
PFL P  m em ber who gave him  the 
brochure. Warshawski, as he stated 
at the court, was b rought up as an 
O rthodox Jew and -  though having 
long ago lost his belief -  does 
m ain ta in  th e  p roh ib ition  against 
being a “m osser” (inform er), which 
has becom e ing ra ined  in Jew ish 
trad itio n  since the perio d  of M edi
eval persecu tions. (W arshaw ski’s 
fa ther, the re tire d  C h ief R abbi of 
Strasbourg, was present in the court 
and expressed approval of his son’s 
stead fastness.)

T he  severe pun ishm ent m eted  
out to M ichael W arshawski brought 
him  w ide and  m ostly sym pathetic 
coverage in Is rae l’s m ain papers. A 
num ber o f colum nists cited the 
W arshawski trial as one m ore source 
of doubt as to the com plete  im par- 
tiallity of the Israeli judicial system.

Warshawski has definitely ceased 
to be an unknow n radical, iso lated  
from  th e  m o d era te  peace  camp. 
On O ctober 10, a large p ro test 
m eeting  took p lace at the R eform  
Synagogue “Kol H an esh am a” in 
Jerusa lem . T he  150 partic ipan ts 
ranged from O rnan Yekutiely, Jeru 
salem municipal councillor for Ratz, 
to the P alestin ian  activist Feisal 
H usseini. A  few days la ter, on 
O ctober 14, m any peace  activists 
g a th e red  at th e  “R ussian  C om 
p o u n d ” police sta tion , w here W ar
shawski was due to present himself. 
However, less than two hours before 
he was due to s ta rt serving his 
p rison  term , the Suprem e C ourt 
re leased  W arshaw ski on bail until 
the hearing of his appeal; this hear
ing is set to begin at M arch  1990.

The W arshawski Solidarity C om 
m ittee continues to gather support 
in Israel, and internationally, though 
its public activity is lim ited by the 
“sub ju d ice"  clause o f  Israeli Law  
o f  Courts, which prohibits any publi
cation that m ight influence the de
cision o f  the judges in an im pending  
trial.
Contact: Alternative Information Center, 
P.O.box 24278, Jerusalem -  phone: 
(02) 2411159

I

Dangerous songs
On D ecember 5, the Likud major

ity on the B oard of G overnors of 
th e  Israe li B roadcasting  A uthority  
decided  to ban  from  th e  airwaves 
two songs w hich it deem ed to be 
“dam aging to national m ora le”. 
N urit G alron’s “A fter us the deluge” 
is a song chiding the Tel-Avivian 
p leasure-seek ing  public for their 
ind ifference to the suffering of the 
P alestin ians “around  the co rn er” 
( TO I 36, p. 11). T he  o th er song, 
C hava A lbers te in ’s “C had  G adya” 
is based on a trad itio n a l Passover 
ritua l song: in the chain of “eating  
and  being ea te n ” we (the Jewish 
people) have becom e the tiger.

T he  in itia to r of the m otion  was 
Shlom o K or, a L ikud hard -liner 
no to rious for his crusade against 
“PLO  sym path isers” in th e  radio  
and television. T he B oard  of G ov
ernors’ decision drew angry respon
ses, not only from  the peace m ove
m en t. L a b o r’s C o m m u n ica tio n s 
M inister G ad Y a’akobi complained 
that The L ikud is trying to introduce 
in Israel the k in d  o f  censorship and  
thought-control which by now  has 
becom e obsolete in E ast Europe. 
Even L ikud KM U riel Lin dis
so c ia ted  h im se lf pub lic ly  from  
K or’s act. T he  L abor m em bers on 
the B oard of G overnors lodged an 
appeal to Education M inister Navon 
(in accordance with the B road
casting A uthority’s by-laws). Navon 
ru led  tha t, pending  his final deci
sion, the two controversial songs 
will continue to be broadcasted .

In the w ake of this affair, the  A s
sociation of Israeli Journalists sent a 
te legram  to Shlom o Kor: We here
with express our heartfelt thanks fo r  
yo u r blatant attempt to ban these 
two songs. By so doing you refreshed 
our awareness that the freedom  o f

speech shou ld  never be taken fo r  
granted; that we m ust always remain 
on the alert, in its defence.

•

Peace prisoner
Eyal p rison  -  a sm all prison, 

tucked away in an inaccessible area 
near the W est B ank bo rd er. U ntil 
recently  few peop le  in Israel had 
ever h eard  of it. S ince its gales 
closed, on O ctober 10, behind the 
“peace-sa ilo r” A b ie  N athan , th e  
Eyal prison  has becom e a v irtual 
place of peace pilgrim age, for Is ra 
elis and fore igners alike. N athan  
being a m an w ith m any friends and 
fans, the slogan “F ree A bie N athan” 
is a strong  add ition  to th e  peace 
m ovem ent’s reperto ire . T he  im 
prisonm ent o f a m an like A bie -  
because of his public meetings with 
Yasser A rafat -  shows the absurdity 
o f th e  “A nti-T erro rism  A ct”. H is 
many years of philantropic activities 
and of organising relief to countries 
stricken by famine or natural disas
te rs w on him respect even from  
those  opposed to his peace stunts. 
Nobody really believes that putting 
A bie  N ath an  in prison  has any con
nection to fighting “terrorism ”, how
ever one defines it.

W eek a fte r w eek h und reds of 
peop le  com e on w eekends to the 
gates o f Eyal prison , singing peace  
songs. Sym pathetic guards regu 
larly bend the prison  regu la tions 
by le tting  N athan  com e up to the 
gates and talk, th rough  the  bars, 
with the crowds outside. On Decem 
ber 2, m ore than  a thousand  peace 
activists surrounded the prison with 
a hum an wall. M apam  K.M. Y a’ir 
T zaban  w as allow ed to  en te r the 
prison  and g ree t N a th an  in th e ir 
nam e. O ne of th e  prison  guards 
rem arked: “T h ere  are  always so 
many dem onstra to rs  a round  h ere  
tha t the guard  dogs no longer bark  
at them .”

K nesset m em bers from  a w ide 
range of the political spectrum  
have com e to visit the  peace  p ris
oner. KM A bd-el-W ahab  D araw - 
she b rough t N athan  a persona l 
le tte r from  Y asser A rafa t. KM Uzi 
B ar’am, fo rm er S ecretary  G enera l 
o f th e  L abor Party , expressed  sup
po rt in th e  nam e of th e  L abor 
doves. A b ie  N a th an ’s v isitors also



in c lu d ed  sev e ra l L ik u d  K nesse t 
m em bers, led by H erz lia  M ayor Eli 
L andau  -  a close associate  of 
no to rious h ard -line r A rie l Sharon. 
T h e  L ikudniks to ld  N athan  tha t his 
con tinu ing  im prisonm ent is caus
ing big em barassm en t to the Israeli 
em bassies a round  the w orld and 
expressed  th e ir w illingness to sup
port a request to the p residen t for 
a p a rdon  him. A bie N athan , how
ever, refused to make such a request, 
saying he w ould se ttle  for nothing 
bu t th e  abo lition  of the law w hich 
brought him into prison. H e further 
to ld  his right-w ing visitors: “A fte r 
my re lease  I will go to T un is in 
o rd e r to m eet A rafa t again. I will 
con tinue  doing so until th e re  is 
peace. I will ask the p rison  au th o ri
ties to  keep  my books and personal 
th ings here, as I will com e back 
soon .”
Letters to Abie Nathan via: “The 
Voice o f  Peace" radio station  
P.O .box 4399, Tel-Aviv 61043 
Letters demanding Abie Nathan’s 
release and the abolition of the so- 
called “Anti-Terrorism Act” to: 
Justice Minister Dan Meridor, Salah- 
a-D in St., East-Jerusalem

I

T he A bie  N athan  case w idened 
the d eb a te  on the issue of m eetings 
w ith the PLO  and th e  law p ro 
hibiting  them . A t a public m eeting, 
organised by the International Cen
te r  fo r Peace  in the M iddle East 
(IC P M E ), five p rom inen t Israeli 
ju ris ts  condem ned  th e  law as being 
“absurd and anti-dem ocratic”. How
ever, they asse rted  tha t, as long as 
the law exists, Israeli citizens must 
obey it, and  confine them selves to 
parliam entary lobbying for its abolit
ion.

D avid  L ibai, a L abor KM and 
fo rm er p res id en t o f the Israeli Bar 
A ssocia tion , did p resen t a bill to 
legalise con tac ts w ith the PLO. 
Shortly afterw ards Likud hard-liner 
Tzahi H anegbi presented a counter
bill w hich w ould streng then  the 
existing  law and close off its few 
rem ain ing  “loo p h o les”. In  consul
ta t io n s  b e tw een  th e  L ikud  and 
L abor p a rtie s  -  p a rtn e rs  in the 
“N ational U nity G o v ern m en t” -  it 
was decided  to “freeze” the bills of 
both  L ibai and H anegbi.

M eanw hile, how ever, m em bers

of M apam , R atz  and Peace Now, 
as well as som e L abor doves, have 
developed a form  of d ialogue w ith 
th e  PLO  which does no t involve 
break ing  -  bu t ra th e r “bend ing”
-  the anti-m eetings law. On Oc
tober and N ovem ber various such 
contacts, in th e  context of in te r
national conferences, took place 
in E u rope  and N orth A m erica. 
T he  largest was a conference in 
M ilano, organised by the IC PM E, 
at w hich th ere  was -  aside from  
th e  Israelis and Palestin ians -  a 
significant p resence  of A m erican 
Jews. T he  legal ra tiona le  of this 
d ialogue w as set out by one of the 
partic ipan ts, R atz  KM Shulam it 
A loni, at a public m eeting  in Tel- 
Aviv. A fte r describing the com 
m itm ent to peace expressed by the 
PL O ’s organization’s senior repres
entatives, A loni was challenged as 
to the legality of her contac ts with 
them . In  response, she claim ed 
that no law -breaking was involved, 
since the Israeli and Palestin ian  
participants in the conferences took 
care to address only the audience 
or the chairperson , ra th e r than 
each other.

A ccording to som e reports in  the 
Is ra e li  and  in te rn a t io n a l p ress, 
Israeli peace activists and  PLO  
delegates do occasionally encounter 
each o ther in lobbies or elevators. 
Som e jou rna lis ts  have even seen 
them  shaking hands... However, 
the police and public p rosecu tion  
prefer to ignore such media reports 
and  accept the Israeli p a rtic ip an ts’ 
accounts, and no investigations or 
p rosecu tion  w ere in itia ted  against 
them .

T his am biguous a ttitu d e  by the 
law and order agencies is a reflection 
of the government policies of these 
days. In  fact, th e  governm ent itself 
is involved in indirect negotia tions 
w ith th e  PLO , via A m erican  and 
Egyptian m ediation . A s long as the 
government refuses to acknowledge 
that this is what it is doing, anybody 
who openly acknowledges having 
talked to the PLO, thereby commits 
an unforgivable sin. T hat is why 
A bie N athan  has to stay in prison. 
T hat is why he may be soon jo ined  
by the “R om ania F ou r”, on whose 
appeal th e  Suprem e C ourt is about 
to ren d er its verdict.

A th ird  “A nti-P eace” trial, the 
largest to date , is about to resum e

in early  1990; it c o n c e rn s  th e  
“H ungary  E ig h t”, who m et w ith a 
PLO  delega tion  at B udapest, in 
Ju n e  1987 {see TO I 28, p .3 ). 
Contact: The Committee to Save the 
Peace Dialogue, P.O.box 20395, Tel- 
Aviv 61204

The fo llo w in g  is taken  fro m  an 
appeal, published  by the "Hungary 
E ight".

(...) We have been  pu t on trial 
because of our participation, along 
with o thers, in a m eeting  with 
officials of the Palestin ian  Liber
ation O rganization  in B udapest, 
H ungary, ab o u t two yeras  ago . In 
th is m eeting  the official re p re se n 
tatives of the PLO announced their 
accep tance of a mutual recognition 
betw een  Israel and  the PLO; their 
suppo rt for the idea  of an Inter
n a tio n a l C o n fe ren ce ; and  th e ir 
ag reem en t to a m utual cessa tion  
of all hostilities with the co m 
m en cem en t of n ego tia tions b e t
ween Israel and the PLO.
As the result of th ese  activ ities we 
have been  accu sed  of "aid ing a 
terrorist o rgan iza tion".
The legal ex p e n se s  are  extrem ely  
high. We w ould be deep ly  grateful 
if you could a ss is t us in m eeting  
th ese  ex p en se s . Several of us are 
kibbutz m em bers; o thers  are slum 
dw ellers, s tu d en ts  and  salaried  
em p loyees, who can n o t possib ly  
cover th ese  high ex p en ses .

Eli Teper (Kibbutz Dalia)
Shlom it Moshkow itz (Kib.Masaryk) 
N ili Hartman (K ib.Ha’ogen) 
Sheva Friedman (Meitar) '
Doron V ilne r (Tel-Aviv)
Hanna Ovadia (Jerusalem)
David Ish-Shalom (Mosh.Beit-Zait) 
A lisa Barab l (Beer Sheva)
Contact: The Hungary Eight 
P.O .box 4110, Tel-A viv 61041

1990: Time for peace
■ A s this issue goes into p rin t, 
Israeli, P a lestin ian  and  E u ropean  
ac tiv is ts  from  a w ide ran g e  of 
peace  o rgan izations are  engaged 
in p rep a ra tio n s  for a series o f jo in t 
activities en titled  “ 1990: T im e for 
Peace”, scheduled  to take  p lace  in 
Je ru sa lem  over several days at the 
end of D ecem ber.
T he o rgan isers -  b o th  in R om e 
and in Je ru sa lem  -  no tified  the 
Israeli governm ent, which reacted



furiously. “Security  sou rces” told 
the p ress th a t th e  w hole in itiative 
is “a PL O  p lo t” and  th a t “steps 
w ould be taken  to p reven t it from  
tak ing  p lace”. It will no t be easy for 
the au th o ritie s  to carry  out this 
th rea t. A b o u t a thousand  activists 
from  many d iffe ren t coun tries are  
already booked to fly to Ben-G urion 
a irp o r t, at th e ir  own ex p en se . 
Identify ing them  am ong th e  many 
tou rists  o f th e  C hris tm as season 
and  tu rn ing  all o f them  back -  
including church dignitaries, mayors 
of im portan t cities, m em bers of 
p a rliam en ts  etc. -  m ight prove 
qu ite  em barassing  even for the 
Shamir governm ent. Once in Israel, 
th e  E u ro p e a n s  an d  th e ir  h osts  
in ten d  to engage in m any activities 
th a t do no t req u ire  a perm it: con
ferences, meetings, prayers etc. The 
sam e applies to the  p lanned  visits 
to Israeli sites, such as Y ad Vashem 
(th e  H olocaust M useum ).
A s to th e  W est B ank and G aza, 
visits as such do no t req u ire  a 
perm it, but freedom  of m ovem ent 
is constan tly  subject to w hat the 
m ilitary  au th o ritie s  decide. They 
can close down an  area, or p lace it 
under curfew  for the specific p u r
pose of stopping journalists, Israeli 
peace activists, or foreign delega
tions from  en te rin g  the tow n or 
village concerned . H owever, since 
the activists will be travelling  in 
very sm all g roups and arrive at 
m any d iffe ren t locations at the 
sam e tim e, it is unlikely th a t each 
single group  will be stopped , or 
tha t the  w hole of the  W est Bank 
and G aza will be p laced  under 
curfew simply to stop peace activists. 
Two p lanned  events do requ ire  a 
police perm it: the w om en’s m arch, 
p lanned  for D ecem ber 29, and  the 
“hum an cha in” a round  th e  wall of 
th e  O ld  C ity  o f J e ru sa le m , on 
D ecem ber 30. T he  responsib le  Is
rae li o rgan izations -  respectively, 
“W om en and  P eace” and  “Peace 
Now” -  a re  p rep a red  to appeal to 
th e  S uprem e C ourt, should  the 
police perm it be denied . A nd, if 
n ecessa ry , th e  o rg a n ise rs  have 
a lte rna tive  p lans to visualize the ir 
message.

Contact:
Preparatory Committee
Via Giovan Battista Vico, 22 00196
Roma, Italy;
I’hone: 0034-6-3610624/3601541

Women for peace
by Spike Pittsberg

T he main energy of women’s peace 
organizations has been taken  up, 
for the last couple of m onths, in 
preparations for the massive E uro
pean  peace  delegation  w hich is to 
arrive here at the end of December. 
Women and Peace, the coordinating 
body of the many different w om en’s 
g ro u p s  acro ss  th e  coun try , has 
taken  responsibility  for the first 
day o f th e  th ree -d ay  so lid a rity  
event.

On Friday, D ecem ber 29, a full 
day of activities in Jerusalem  is 
being p rep ared  for Israeli, Pales
tin ian , and E u ro p ean  w om en. We 
are  expecting  this to be the biggest 
w om en’s peace event in th e  history 
of Israel. T he  last m ajor confer
ence of W om an in B lack -  only 
one  of th e  g ro u p s  co n s titu tin g  
W om en and  Peace -  drew  300 
w om en. T he  thousand-strong  E u r
opean  contingent will probably  be 
half w om en, so it is likely tha t we 
will reach th e  figure o f a thousand  
w om en p ro testing  against the oc
cupation .

A t this point, the w om en’s p lan 
ning com m ittee  is still aw aiting 
police perm ission for the various 
plans, so the following descrip tion  
o f th is im portan t da te  m ust be 
seen as dependen t on receip t of 
the relevant perm its: T he  m orning 
will open w ith a conference to 
address th e  question  of w om en 
and peace. A t 1:00 th ere  will be an 
hour’s united dem onstration in Paris 
S quare (site  o f the weekly W omen 
in B lack vigils), w ith the possible 
add ition  of w om en singers. From  
th e re  we will m arch to E ast Je ru 
salem  to m eet w ith Palestin ian  
w om en from  th e  territo ries, and 
that evening the Palestinian women 
will present an artistic perform ance 
at the p rom inen t E ast Jerusalem  
thea tre , El H akaw ati.

Inside bo th  Israel and the T er
ritories, w om en have taken  a p ro 
m inent ro le  in fighting fo r an end 
to occupation. The collective struc
tu res the various w om en’s groups 
have crea ted , the high level of 
coopera tion  am ongst them , and 
com m itm ent to w ork by consensus 
have encouraged  bo th  the active 
pa rtic ipa tion  of w om en new  to the 
peace m ovem ent, and th e  ability

o f ve te rans to resist th e  burn -ou t 
tha t too often  affects Israe li peace 
forces.
Contact: Women and Peace, P.O.box 
61128, Jerusalem 91060.

•

The following material was compiled  
with the help o f  Lilian Mo’ed and  
Spike Pittsberg

■ On November 30, a special m eet
ing of W om an in B lack (Tel-Aviv) 
discussed the deportations of Pal
estin ian  w om en (see sep. article).
□ Tel Aviv “W om an in B lack” also 
p a rtic ipa ted  in gathering  w in ter 
clo thes w hich w ere delivered  to 
the te rrito rie s  at the beginning of 
D ecem ber.
□ A dditional “W om an in B lack” 
vigils have cropped  up in several 
places, bring ing  the num ber of 
sim ultaneous vigils held  at israeli 
crossroads every F riday to well 
over tw en ty , n o t in c lu d in g  th e  
m any solidarity  vigils held a round  
the w orld.
□ “W om an in B lack” of the S ha
ron area, including from  nearby 
A rab  villages, have so far faced 
heavy challenges. They are  s tan d 
ing at the en trance  of K far Saba. 
D espite an initial policy of non
coopera tion  and harrasm en t from  
the local police, the  w om en, two of 
w hom w ere briefly a rre sted  during 
the first vigil, have con tinued  to 
stick out. Once the  police finally 
recognized th e  legality of th e  vigil 
and reduced  the ir level of harrass- 
m ent, a group  of Techiya young
sters began to ap p ea r weekly in a 
hostile counter-dem onstration. The 
w om en at the K far Saba junction , 
how ever, ou tlasted  the right-w ing
ers.
□ On Friday, D ecem ber 8, the 
“W om en in B lack” vigil in Je ru sa 
lem had  a peak  partic ipa tion  of 
130 w om en. T he  vigil w as covered 
by Israe li television, and figured 
p rom inently  on th e  n ight news -  
under the head ing  “two years of 
In tifad a”.
■ S han i (Israe li W om en A gainst 
the O ccupation) has launched  a 
signatu re  collection  cam paign, to 
endorse  a docum ent calling for 
peace based  on the se lf-determ i
n a tio n  o f b o th  p e o p le s . T h ese  
“S even  P o in ts” w ere  o rig ina lly



draw n up by Israe li and  Palestin ian  
politically active w om en, who m et 
in M ay 1989 at the W om en’s Peace 
C onference  in B russels. T h e  aim  is 
to p resen t 10,000 signatu res to the 
Israe li governm en t on W om en’s 
Day, M arch  1990. A long  w ith the 
signing o f th e  s ta tem en t, house 
m eetings and  public  m eetings are  
o rgan ised  fo r political discussion 
and  educa tion  regard ing  n ego tia 
tions for Israe li-P alestin ian  peace. 
T h e  cam p a ig n  will a lso  be an 
opportun ity  to establish  g roups in 
localities a round  th e  country. 
Shani con tinues to to hold public 
m eetings every th ree  w eeks. T he  
D ecem ber 7 m eeting  was a dis
cussion w ith a P alestin ian  sociolo
gist o f th e  political developm ents 
w ith in  th e  P alestin ian  com m unity 
since the  In tifada . A pproxim ately  
30 w om en a ttended .
Contact: SHANI, P.O.box 9091 
Jerusalem 91090; phone: 02-630759

I  Women for Political Prisoners
(W O F P P ) . c o n tin u e s  to g a th e r  
de ta ils abou t the  prison  conditions 
(o ften  extrem ely  bad ) -  coldness, 
b ad  food , to tally  insufficient m edi
cal care, sexist-psychological as well 
as physical v io lence during in te r
rogation . It seem s th a t the  prison 
au th o ritie s  have decided to harrass 
them  in ga th e rin g  facts. W O FPP 
activist and lawyer, Y osepha Pick, 
is o ften  forced  to w ait ou tside the 
prison  fo r ex tended  periods, or is 
prevented from seeing the prisoners 
a ltogether.
A newsletter is available from  WOFPP, 
P.O.box 31811, Tel-Aviv
I  On D ecem ber 12, sixty w om en 
from  Beit S ahu r and  sixty Israeli 
w om en from  th e  Israel Women’s 
Network fo rm ed  a hum an chain in 
Jerusa lem , from  M ount Scopus to 
th e  A u g u s ta  V ic to r ia  H osp ita l.

U ntil this day only involved in 
purely fem inist m atters, the N et
w ork is now pro testing  th e  condi
tions at A n ata  D eten tion  C en ter, 
w here thirty-five Palestin ian  pris
oners from  Beit Sahur, w ho had 
refused  to pay taxes, a re  held  in 
sheds o rig ina lly  b u ilt to  h o u se  
trucks, w hich are  open to  th e  cold 
m oun ta in  w inter.
Contact: Israel W omen’s network, P.O. 
box 3171, Jerusalem 91037

•

Deportation 
of Women

Rayna Moss and  Adam Keller 
Since m id-Septem ber, over 150 

Palestin ian  w om en and th e ir chil
d ren  have been deported  from  the 
O ccupied T errito ries. T he m ilitary 
au th o rities  refuse to give residen t 
sta tus to w om en who m arry Pales
tin ian  residen ts or to the children  
born  to them . In  many cases, the 
w om en them selves w ere bo rn  in 
W est Bank villages, but because 
they were out of the country during 
the 1967 census they are considered 
to be “aliens”, who are  dependen t 
on the au th o ritie s’ favour fo r the 
“renew al o f a visit p e rm it” . In  the 
framework of m ore harsh measures 
against the In tifada , th e  perm its 
a re  no longer renew ed, and the 
w om en can expect to be aw akened 
in the m iddle of any night, to be 
given only five m inutes to collect 
the ir belongings and to be driven 
to the Jo rd an  bridge. T he num ber 
of Palestin ians th rea ten ed  by this 
new form  of w arfare  is estim ated  
at over 100,000.

A t a special m eeting  of th e  Tel- 
Aviv W omen in Black on November 
30, B eth  G oldring, an ed ito r at 
Sanabel Press Services w hich has 
d o cu m en ted  th e  d e p o rta tio n s* , 
described the p rocedure: so ld iers 
raid the village and impose a curfew, 
o rder all m en to ga ther in  the 
school yard or village center, collect 
taxes and arrest w anted youth; 
while the m en are  thus occupied, 
the w om en a re  taken  from  their 
hom es. In many cases, w om en are 
not allowed to take all of the ir 
children  w ith them ; in o thers, even 
child ren  reg istered  as residen ts on 
their father’s ID  cards are deported 
and th e ir docum ents destroyed.

W om en  have b een  d e p o rte d  
w earing bedroom  slippers. In one 
case, a dep o rted  w om an’s m other- 
in-law  stood in the  s tree t asking 
passers-by for m oney to give her 
daughter-in-law , as they had  no 
m oney in th e  house  and w ere not 
given tim e to collect m oney from  
relatives. T h e  d ep o rted  w om en, 
some of them  elderly and illiterate, 
have no legal standing, no c itizen
ship. Now that Jordan has officially 
disengaged from  th e  te rrito rie s  it 
is still unclear w hat happens to the 
w om en a fte r they are  deported .

T he  issue of th e  depo rta tions, 
originally raised by Israeli w om en’s 
o rg a n iz a tio n s  ( T O l 38, p .9), is 
b ecom ing  m o re  w idely  know n. 
M em b ers  o f th e  “T w en ty -F irs t 
Y ea r” p icketed  the D efence M in
istry, carrying p lacka rds w ith the 
words: Rabin, don 't deport m y m oth
er! A  strong  p ro tes t w as issued by 
th e  respec ted  N atio n a l C ouncil for 
the Protection of C hildren’s Rights.

T he  them e was also taken  up by 
several new spapers. O ver the past 
two months, C hadashot’s G abi Nit- 
zan is devoting  a large part o f his 
weekly colum n to cu rren t details 
about “R abin’s transfer”; the paper 
also pub lished  an  ex tensive in te r
view with a young couple in Nablus, 
who w ent in to  h id ing  w ith the ir 
two children.

D ue to th e  publicity  and  pro tests , 
the  depo rta tions are  im plem ented  
less frequently  bu t did not stop 
altogether. T he basic problem  can
not be solved as long as the Palestin
ians live under an occupation which 
regards them  as fo reigners in the ir 
own land. In  th e  m eantim e, how
ever, m ore p ressu re  from  inside 
Israel - as w ell as in ternationally  - 
m ight help  to stop this specifically 
tragic form  of oppression .
* The Sanabel Press Service’s daily 
bulletin is available from : Columbia 
Building, room 11, Damascus Gate, 
East Jerusalem

Judicial proceedings started against 
three well-known Israeli journalists
Joel G reenberg of The Jerusalem  
Post, O ri N ir of Ha'aretz, and Oren 
Cohen of Chadashot have entered 
Nablus on November 15, 1988, and 
rem ained there after the whole town 
was declared a “closed military zone” 
until arrested by soldiers.
Adv. Yossi A rnon, the journalists’ 
lawyer, intends to challenge the entire 
“closed zones” policy.

NO COPYRIGHT

The Other Israel is not a com m er
cial m agazine, but a publication 
dedicated  to the widest possible 
dissemination of the views contained 
in it. Therefore, we hereby freely 
waive our copyright. Articles pub
lished in The Other Israel may be 
reprinted, provided that their content 
is faithful to the original, and does 
not change or distort it in any way, 
and that the nam e of The Other 
Israel, and its add ress  (P.O.B. 956, 
Tel-Aviv 61008, Israel) are mentioned.



Academic upheavals
On N ovem ber 15 -  th e  day w hen 

P alestin ians ce leb ra ted  th e ir In 
d ependence  D ay, in defiance of 
th e  I s ra e li  arm y -  P a le s tin ia n  
activist Feisal H ussein i addressed  
a large ga thering  of s tuden ts  at the 
H ebrew  U niversity  of Jerusalem . 
T h is m eeting , o rganised  by the 
“C am pus” studen t m ovem ent, was 
held  desp ite  th e  strong  p ressu re  of 
Likud Knesset mem bers, who called 
upon th e  university  adm in is tra tion  
to fo rb id  it. T he  crow ded studen ts 
cheered  H ussein i w hen he sta ted  
th a t the PL O  is w illing to m ake 
peace. Outside, m em bers of a right- 
wing students’ group nam ed Gilead 
ven ted  th e ir fury on H usse in i’s car, 
punc tu ring  its tyres and  sm ashing 
its w indows.

T he right-wingers’ anger increased 
when it was announced that another 
P alestin ian  leader, H ana  S iniora, 
was inv ited  to an academ ic con
ference  at th e  university. D uring 
the night the  nationalist “S icarii” 
u n d erg round  p lan ted  a bom b at 
the front doo r o f th e  university 
re c to r’s ap p artem en t. S im ultane
ously an anonym ous group  in Tel- 
Aviv U niversity  pasted  during the 
night a “black list” on the university 
walls, with the names of six lecturers 
w ho w ere accused of being “PLO  
su p p o rte rs” . S en io ra ’s lec tu re  in 
Je ru sa lem  took p lace on schedule, 
u n d er police p ro tec tio n . Two days 
la te r, right-w ingers found  a new 
ta rg e t: eco n o m ics  s tu d e n ts  had  
asked th e ir  lec tu rer, M oti Peri, to 
be m ore len ien t because they had 
done reserve m ilitary service in 
G aza shortly  befo re  th e  exam ina
tions. T he  le c tu re r’s answ er was 
“H ad you refused  to go there , I 
w ould be m ore co n sid era te ...” 

T he G ilead group alerted its Likud 
p a tro n s  in th e  K nesset, w ho th re a t
ened  to  cut o ff th e  H ebrew  U niver
sity’s funding. A few days la ter, the 
Sicarii set on fire the car and front 
door in the appartem ent of G ershon 
Shaked, head of the H ebrew  Univer
sity L itte ra tu re  D epartm en t, who 
had w ritten an article against Likud 
h a rd lin e r A riel Sharon.

T h e  H ebrew  U niversity  adm in i
s t ra tio n  p u b lish e d  a s ta te m e n t 
strongly condem ning  th e  a ttack  on 
D r. Shaked  -  bu t also p ro h ib ited  a 
m eeting  o rgan ised  by Peace Now

students, at which Palestinian activ
ist D r. Sari N usseibeh and R atz  
KM Yossi Sarid  w ere due to speak, 
on the In tifada  anniversary.

D r. N usseibeh did get to speak at 
a packed hall in Tel-Aviv University, 
w here he and L abor dove Y a’el 
Dayan were in complete agreem ent 
on the need  to open im m ediate  
Israel-PL O  negotiations.

•

Diaspora 
dissidentials

In  H olland, a recep tion  for the 
In tifada  anniversary, organized by 
PLO  represen ta tive  A fif Safieh, 
on N ovem ber 23, got an unex
p ec ted  am ount of publicity in the 
D utch  m edia, due to a cam paign by 
rep resen ta tives o f the D utch Jew 
ish establishm ent. T he Jew ish p a r
tic ipan ts in th e  Jew ish-C hristian  
in te rfa ith  o rg an iza tio n  (O JE C ) 
threatened to withdraw, should the 
D utch churches take p art in the 
Palestinian ceremony. Nevertheless, 
th e  church leade r Ds. M ulder -  
w ho recently  m ade a trip  to the 
In tifada-stricken  W est Bank and 
G aza S trip  -  did a tten d  th e  recep
tion, and his speech was b roadcast 
by D utch television.

T he  A m sterdam -based  Jewish- 
Palestin ian  D ialogue G roup* also 
decided to partic ipa te . Its rep re 
sen tative E ddy K eizer, a 54-old 
D utch  Jew, w elcom ed th e  P L O ’s 
tu rn  tow ards a tw o-state-so lu tion  
and hoped  th a t next year in Yerush- 
alayim -Al-Q uds it w ould be possi
ble to celebrate together no t the 
In tifada but its end.

Am ong the applauding audience, 
num bering m ore than  a thousand, 
w ere m ost o f th e  Palestin ians liv
ing in H olland as well as the am 
bassadors of the A rab  countries. 
H olland’s m ain Jew ish weekly - 
N.I. W. published a pho tograph  of 
the  event, showing E ddy K eizer 
an d  su b title d  n o t a ll Jew s are 
against the PLO.
♦Address: P.O.box 16890, 1001 R H  
Amsterdam  -  H olland

I

550 H arvard s tu d en ts  recently  
signed a petition circulated by a 
group o f  Jewish students*, condem 
ning the Israeli government’s depor
tation o f  D r.TaysirA ruri ('see'TO I

38 p .11). The petition was also  
signed by several Jewish facu lty  
members: Rabbi B en-Z ion  Gold, 
Prof. N athan Glazer, Prof. Herbert 
Kelman, Prof. Zachary Lockm an, 
Prof. Hilary Putnam, Prof. Benjamin 
Schwartz, Prof. A llen  Steinberg.
The students subm itted  the petition  
to Prime M inister Y itzchak Sham ir  
and to the Israeli consul in Boston, 
Y a ’akov Levy, as well as to Dr. 
A ruiy himself. The follow ing is taken 
from  their press release.

A ru ri’s dep o rta tio n  o rd e r was 
co n firm ed  by th e  Is ra e li H igh 
C ourt of Justice , despite  a lack of 
in c rim in a tin g  ev id en ce  b ro u g h t 
before  the open court.

D r.A ruri has designed a five- 
po in t peace  p lan  fo r a tw o-state  
so lu tion  to th e  Israe li-P alestin ian  
co n flic t. By d e p o rtin g  him  and 
o th er P alestin ians active in w ork
ing for peace, the Israeli govern
m en t underm ines the possibility o f  
dialogue with the authentic leader
ship o f  the Palestinian population  
in the O ccupied Territories, s tu 
den ts rem arked .

D em anding perm ission  for A ruri 
to  re tu rn , th e  s tu d e n ts  fu r th e r  
protested the policy of deportation 
in general, under which 57 Palestin
ians have been expelled since 1987. 
Contact: Harvard-Radcliffe 
New Jewish Agenda, Quincy 500 
Cambridge, MA 02138, USA

Ongoing struggle
■ Gesher Leshalom (B ridge for 
Peace) is an A rab-Jew ish  peace 
group w hich has been founded  15 
years ago, a fte r the Yom K ippur- 
war. T h e  aim s are  to fu r th e r the 
understand ing  betw een Israeli A r
abs and Israe li Jews, to fight for 
equality  for Israeli A rabs and to 
bring  peace  n ea re r to th is p art of 
th e  w orld. In genera l th ere  is a 
m eeting  every six weeks, m ostly at 
som eone’s hom e. A t the m eetings 
about 60 to 100 people  are  p resen t. 
U sually th ere  is an equal num ber 
of Jew s and A rabs.
On O ctober 26, th ere  was a m ee t
ing in Jaffo at the hom e of N assim  
Shaker, at which 71 people enjoyed 
Nassim’s hospitality. As usual, eve
ryone b rough t som ething to eat or 
to drink, so the burden of ‘catering’ 
was shared  by all.



T his tim e the subject was Jaffo  
itself: th e  d e te r io r ia tio n  o f the  
A ra b  Ja ffo  and  th e  d e p lo ra b le  
sta te  o f the houses in the neighbor
hood of A djam i. T h e re  was a talk  
about the situation, and slides which 
il lu s tra te d  th e  w ords o f N ah le  
Shaker, an engineer and also active 
in Jaffo , like his b ro th e r Nassim. 
T h e re  was a long discussion a fte r
w ards abou t the abso lu te  neglect 
o f Ja f fa ’s A rab  neighborhoods by 
th e  T el-A viv-Jaffo m unicipality. 
Contact: Bertie van Gelder 
15 Borochov St.
Tel-Aviv 63263 phone: 03-298277

I  In the second w eek of O ctober, 
the E ast Jerusa lem  hom e of Pales
tin ian  peace activist Feisal Hus- 
se in i becam e a te lev is io n  new s 
item . A rm ed  se ttle rs  had  sta tioned  
themselves outside the gate shouting 
“H ussein i is a te r ro ris t!” and “H us- 
seini to  p riso n !”. In no tim e the 
Peace Now “first-aid crew” appeared 
at the spot as well -  a fte r  a phone- 
call by H usseini. T hen  also the 
police “jo in ed  th e  p arty”. They 
in tended  to d isperse  b o th  sides, 
bu t th e  peace  b rigade was stand ing  
inside H u sse in i’s p roperty , at his 
invitation. T he police had no choice

but to o rder away only th e  settlers, 
who w ere on a public road.

I  T w enty-F irst Y ear held  in Oc
tober a w eek-long vigil in fron t of 
th e  Prim e M in iste r’s residence de
m anding tha t the peace process 
move forw ard.
H ouse m eetings are  taking place, 
in an effort to reach m ore po lit
ically cen trist sectors o f the Israeli 
population .
On D ecem ber 10, 27 m em bers ap 
pea red  befo re the K far Saba M ag
is tra te ’s C ourt (see sep .artic le). 
Contact: The Twenty First Year 
P.O.box 24099, Jerusalem

I  On the night of D ecem ber 7, 
seventy members of the Communist 
youth  m ovem ent held a vigil in 
N azare th  in solidarity  w ith the 
In tifada , holding torches and p lac
ards reading: Rabin, how  m any  
kids d id  you  kill today?  Police 
d ispersed  them  by force, detain ing 
eight o f them . A sim ilar vigil was 
d isp e rsed  a t K far Y asif, w here  
four dem onstra to rs w ere arrested , 
including a young m other who was 
taken  to the police sta tion  with her 
th ree-year old child.
■ D uring  the past m onths the

Rabbinical Human Rights Watch
held regularly  services in fron t of 
th e  P rim e M in is te r ’s re s id en ce  
p ro testing  the v io lation  of Pales
tin ian  hum an rights.
On D ecem ber 14 a g roup  o f six 
rabbis took testim ony regard ing  
hum an rights violations at the Balata 
Refugee Camp. Several Israeli high 
school studen ts, w ho had jo in ed  
th e  rabbis, at the sam e tim e talked 
w ith the young of B alata  Cam p. 
Contact:
Rabbinical Hum an Right Watch 
P.O.box 32225, Jerusalem 91999

I  In H olon (Tel-Aviv area), the 
local branch of Peace Now together 
w ith T he 21st Y ear o rganized on 
N ovem ber 28 a house m eeting. 
M ore than  30 partic ipan ts, m ostly 
teachers, met two West Bank Pales
tin ians -  a  teach er and a surgeon
-  w ho described  th e  situa tion  of 
an  educational system  trying to 
op e ra te  u nder occupation . They 
also spoke of the Palestinian desire 
to m akepeace. One of the organisers 
said tha t rarely  did he w itness such 
a quick change o f heart, w ith many 
hitherto uncom m itted participants 
offering to help o rganise sim ilar 
m eetings in the fu ture.

(C on tinued  from  p .12)
T he req u irem en t th a t U.S. aid be spen t in A m erica 

is, in fact, killing Israe l econom ically. W e w ould be 
b e tte r  o ff accep ting  one b illion dollars in stead  of 
two, and  having them  as loans in stead  of grants, if  we 
could spend  th e  m oney in Israel. R ight now we are 
buying a lot o f m ilitary hardw are we do n ’t need, just 
because th e  m oney is there .

T his m oney gives Israe lis  a false sense of security. It 
is fueling th e  arm s race in the M iddle E ast and 
subsidizing A m erican  arm s m anufecturers. T he  one 
th ing  it does no t do is m ake us m ore secure.

A fu r th e r accum ulation  of soph isticated  w eapons 
w ould certain ly  not help Israel to confront the 
rebellious Palestin ian  popu la tion  of the O ccupied 
T errito ries. T h e  only way out o f that p red icam en t is a 
political one -  nego tia tions w ith the only entity 
capable  o f speaking for the Palestin ians, the PLO.

T his leaves, as the main ra tiona le  for increased 
Israe li a rm am ent, the m ilitary pow er of Syria -  the 
s ta te  o ften  regarded  as Is rae l’s m ost dangerous 
enem y. H ow ever, th e  arm s race is b leed ing  th e  Syrian 
econom y as m uch as it does the Israeli one, and 
Syria’s Soviet p a tro n s are  m ore and m ore re luctan t to 
foot the bill. S hould  Israe l reduce  its m ilitary budget, 
th e  Syrians w ould  be happy at th e  chance to follow 
suit. As w ith the arm s race betw een the U n ited  S tates 
and the Soviet U nion, cuts on one side will lead to 
cuts on the o ther.

A side from  the purely  econom ic aspects, the in

flated  m ilitary budget is tu rn ing  the Israeli D efence 
Forces into a political factor and a sep e ra te  social 
caste. T his has d isrup ted  the very delica te  balance 
necessary in o rder to m ain tain  a dem ocratic  society. 
It should be no ted  tha t in his tim e D avid Ben- 
G urion , Is rae l’s first prim e m inister, had  insisted 
tha t th e  m ilitary  should never becom e an indepen
dent social force in Israel. O ne m eans of achieving 
this w as keep ing  the  stand ing  army as sm all as 
possib le and strictly subo rd ina te  to the  civilian 
authority . T his is now being th rea ten ed  due to the 
size of the arm y and its budget.

Som e peop le  in the  U n ited  S ta tes w ant to cut aid in 
o rder to force th e  Israeli governm ent to change its 
policies. I do no t agree w ith them . A ll tha t P residen t 
Bush need do is to ask the S ecretary  G enera l o f the 
U nited  N ations to convene an In te rn a tio n a l Peace 
C onference and send inv itations to Israel, the PLO, 
the A rab  S tates and the Superpow ers. No Israeli 
governm ent, how ever tough its rhetoric , w ould risk 
the to tal d ip lom atic iso lation  a tten d an t upon staying 
out o f such a conference; th e re  w ould be no need  for 
the U .S. to cut aid  to Israel, o r even th rea ten  to do so.

Being an Israeli and  being concerned  for my 
country, I do not w ant A m erican  aid  to Israe l to be 
cut as an act o f pun ishm en t o r coercion. I w ant aid to 
be cut in o rder to save Israel. If  th e  A m erican  
C ongress really w ants to help Israel, they should give 
us less m ilitary aid, bu t let us spend the money in our 
own country.



Too Much Aid
by M ajor  General (ret.) Matti  Peled

In American politics and public opinion, it is a widely 
accepted assumption that U.S. aid is an unmitigated 
boon to Israel. The very idea o f reducing that aid, for 
whatever reason and by whatever amount, is rejected by 
nearly a ll those who consider themselves friends of 
Israel. Yet a more thorough examination may lead to the 
conclusion that there can be such a thing as too much 
aid, and that American aid, in its present form, is far from 
being the blessing it seems.

T he U n ited  S ta tes  cu rren tly  prov ides over $3 
b illion do llars a year in aid to Israe l - $ 1 .8  billion for 
m ilitary  aid, $1.2 b illion in E conom ic Support Funds 
(E S F ) and  som e sm aller add itiona l funding. E co
nom ic aid  w as converted  from  loans to ou tright 
g ran ts in  1981 w hile m ilitary  aid has been  prov ided  in 
g ran t form  since 1985.

T he  Israeli governm ent is supposed to spend the 
E S F  m oney w ithin th e  in ternationally -recognised  
bo u n d aries  of Israel. T his m oney is, qu ite  definitely, 
no t in tended  to be spen t in th e  te rrito rie s  occupied 
by Israel since 1967. H owever, th is d istinction  exists 
only on p aper. In  p ractice , a sizable slice of the ESF 
funds a re  used fo r estab lish ing  and ex tending  Jewish 
se ttlem en ts  in the O ccupied T errito ries.

T he  exact am ount canno t be determ ined , th is being 
abou t the best-kep t secre t in Israel. In th e  bulky 
volum es of the governm ent budget, yearly p resen ted  
to the K nesset, m ost expenses fo r im plem enting  
annexation is t policies are  h idden  u nder seem ingly 
innocen t en tries; opposition  K nesset M em bers have 
to engage in qu ite  a b it o f detec tive w ork, in o rder to 
decode them . R oughly, it can be assum ed that as 
m uch as $500 m illion -  nearly  half -  of the E M F

funds go to se ttlem en t activities in th e  O ccupied 
T errito ries. T his may explain why, in sp ite  o f all the 
A m erican  aid, th ere  has been  hardly any grow th in 
the Is rae li econom y in th e  last fifteen  years. Q uite  
apart from being a major obstacle to the achievement of 
peace, many of the se ttlem en ts constitu te , from  the 
purely economic point of view, a non-viable investment, 
m ain tained  artificially  for political reasons.

I w ould not like to see th e  U n ited  S tates m aking 
any cuts in the E SF  aid to Israel. It w ould, how ever, 
be quite positive if this aid  was explicitly earm arked  
for specific program s to help w here help is really 
needed -  for example, to provide some real economic 
developm ent in the p o o rer “D evelopm ent T ow ns” 
w here Jew s of N orthern  A frican origin w ere se ttled  
in th e  1950’s. T he  unem ploym ent ra te  in these  towns 
has recently  clim bed to 15 p ercen t, in  com parison 
w ith an 8 percen t ra te  nationally . A n A m erican 
em pasis on d irecting  econom ic aid to the D evelop
m ent Towns w ould be in th e  im m ediate, direct 
in terest o f a large p art of th e  Israe li population .

O f the $1.8 billion in m ilitary aid, only a small part 
actually reaches Israel. Israel is requ ired  to spend  all 
but $300 m illion of th is aid in the U n ited  S tates. T he  
effect of this requ irem en t is to p lace an enorm ous 
burden  on the Israe li econom y. Israe l has a defence 
budget of around  $6 billion. Only about one-th ird  of 
this sum  com es from  the U.S.; th e  rest has to be 
covered by the Israe li tax payer. Israe l has to spend 
two dollars of its own m oney for every do llar it gets 
from  A m erica. We have to lay out enorm ous sum s of 
money to absorb all the  w eaponry w e buy. For 
exam ple, w hen we get an F-16 je t w hich is paid  for by 
A m erican  aid, we still have to pay ourselves for the 
spare  parts  and am m unition , for the p ilo ts ’ tra in ing , 
for th e  p lace w here th e  p lane  will be kep t, and for th e  
m ain tenance crews. (C ontinued on p .11)

Soldiers’ protests
I  Yesh Gvul p artic ip a ted  in the 
Israe li so lidarity  w ith th e  inhab 
itan ts o f Beit Sahur. On D ecem ber 
1 and  2, many Y esh G vul activists 
w ere stopped  by arm y road-b locks 
at th e  e n tra n c e  to  B e it S ahu r. 
H owever, h u nd reds of th e  tow n’s 
in h ab itan ts  arrived  by s idepaths to 
g reet th e  activists.
□ On D ecem ber 13, Israe li te le 
vision rep o rted  two m ore  reserve 
so ld iers im prisoned  fo r th e ir  re 
fusal to serve in the O ccupied T er
rito ries. Yesh Gvul was quo ted  for 
the num ber of 95 so ld iers having 
served sim ilar p rison  term s since 
th e  beginning of th e  In tifada  -  
including six conscripts.
□ In ou r last issue (p. 12), we

rep o rted  th e  new call-up order 
issued to R am i C hasson, ordering  
him to report fo r reserve service as 
a prison guard  over Palestin ian  
prisoners. C hasson m ade clear his 
de term ination  to refuse this order, 
and if necessary becom e him self a 
p risoner again. T his sta tem en t was 
extensively repo rted  in the press. 
T he  m ilitary au thorities, fearing  a 
re p e t it io n  o f th e  big cam paign  
conducted  during C hasson’s e a r
lie r  im p riso n m en ts , b ack ed  ou t 
and  cancelled  th e  order.
□ R ese rv e  so ld ie r Y o’av H ess 
lodged an appeal to th e  Suprem e 
C ourt, asking it to abolish th e  new 
m ilitary regulations, w hich au t
horise  so ld iers to shoot m asked 
P alestin ians on sight, and the re
gu lations w hich perm it practically

free use o f the supposedly “non- 
le th a l” ru bber and plastic  bullets. 
H ess argues tha t, since he does 
perform  reserve service in the Occu
p ied  T errito ries, these new  regu la 
tions may force him to becom e a 
w ar crim inal. T he  Suprem e C ourt 
o rdered  D efence M in ister R abin  
to give, before the end of 1989, his 
argum ents for the legality o f the 
regulations.
M eanw hile, a group of Yesh Gvul 
suppo rters p icketed  the D efence 
M inistry  in support o f Y o’av H ess. 
T hey carried  signs w ith the w ords 
E ven the devil couldn ’t revenge the 
blood o f  a child', th is q u o ta tion  
from  Israe l’s na tional poet, C haim  
Bialik, is o ften  used by an ti-A rab  
dem onstrators.
Contact: Yesh Gvul, P.O.box 6953, 
Jerusalem 31068.
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