
a5.b 

ID ~-if"~~~ 
from Ro oi grond to \Nal~n the Gosheni tesA against Montshiwa, and to 

a.. 
tell them that the South friccm epublic was not inJ\.pos i tion to 

ass is t them if they showed any armed res i s tance t o "{arren . He 

as ::;; ured ':Iarren that 0 rde r was rea tored in :ge cnu analand , and ,-;' 

t ~ i ed to persuade him to return. One of the results of their 

tv\ 0 da s interview was tha't ~arren nomin<1ted Ca- t.C .R. Conder 

.~ , while Kruger nominated 'r T. Y. de Villiers to define and 

beacon 0 the western ~fan~vaal bo undary i n accordance with the 

terms of the London Convention. The commissioners commence d 

t heir work at Christiana and proceeded no rth~ard to Ramatlabama 

beyond the Molo o,iver • Besides some dispute betwe e n them at 

.rJ1unWCl}na aDd :;:"0 tlhak,,).ne whi ch was dec i cled by a refree, 'tne i r 

work went on a ace, and was com'pleted by .. ugus t to the satisfaC-

t'on of the contractin ar'ties. 

rom l';'o urteen 0t r eams the ::..J ' ecial Co mm i ss ioner went 'to 

?hokw8,ne a nd had an inte~view with the chief Bo t lhasi t se 

asebone with whom he had crossed swords a few years before . 
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on the followin . day, arren met hio::; friend the chief 

ankur /ane on his way to see him at Barkly wes t; later he a i s o 

met the "(oranna Chief lIossow. ' 0 all of them he romised a 

s ~ eedy settlement of their te rri to r i al boundari es, and a re ~urn 

to order and peace . 

Varren arrived next a t Vryburg on the 7th of ebruary and 

spent t h re e days t he re attemp ting to unravel t he tangled sk~ in 

of wte l laland affairs. During this time, he and Rhodes had 

several quarrels owing t o their different assessment and inGerp 
retation of fund ental rights and freedom i Warr en ' s specff ic 

orders were" to relliove t t e filibusters and re - instate the s a ti ve 

-8 in their lands." 

~oreover he held the i dea istic view, the missionary view , 

t he vi ew of 1~ackenzies and Livi ngsm.ones tha t tl1e lands owned by 



"ricans should be absolutely inalienable, should belong to them 

in pe :::"petui ty under Bri tisl1 protection and that any other peo Ie 

claimin them should be regarded as usurpers. 
"}~ 

Rhodes on the other 

hand h ad/~many r omises to the 3tellaland volunteers or filibusters 
Jk, 

of those very lands carved from Mankurwane ' s country" had a more 

realistic view that Euro ean settlement and penetration were 

inevit~b1e , and that · frican land ownership must ultimately be ~ 

con~ined to scheduled reserveE . It. must be admitted ~hat history 

ha~ vindicated ha des. ~he growin differences between the two 

lTI en at :'as t com elled ',arren to campla.in to the High Commiss iO ller 

that the presence of Rhodes was llprejudicial to the peace of t h e 
) 

district and the success of the expedition and he insisted upon 

his recall. 

Leaving his force at Vryburg on the 26th of February t o follow 
e.avalry 

him up, Charles ',arren wi th a detachment of g:ai:zx.r:J bi vuacked 

at ~et1a ole on the 28th, reached ~odimo1a ~aane ' s post) e n the 

1 th of ~arch and arrived at afikeng on the same day. The 

0- 'fu.~ 
chief Montshiwa was away from home on ~ visit to ~gwaketse 

Chief Case~tsiwe at Kanye, and was at once sent for. !eantime 

jarren was received by his som Kebale 11e, who went with a 1ar~e 

body of men to meet the ( pecia1 Commissioner many miles ~ fDom 

iafikeng. h S the excited and ever-growing concourse approache d 

the town, the various sections of the populace almost seemed to 

vie with each other in their l oud acc1amationSand the tumultuous 

ardour with which ~he y welcomed the 'ueen 's representative. 

Their d~liverance had come at las t, and their joy was un t ramelJ ed. 

n {arren)1's arrival at .loai' ikeng, the Gashenites disappeared 
wf u:;, IA.)-€/f-€--

from Rooigrond, and even those/ workin their acquired lands abando -

ned them and f1 d into the Transvaal. 

n Saturday the 14th 0 f rarch, 'f/arren and his staff, es co it ted 

by a large company of his troops proceeded to Rooigrond to find 
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the gra,ve of Christo her Bethell and examine his body relative 

to the circumstances of his death on the 31st of July Ibd4 • 
• .-e=n> A. 1""1> Sc.o t, t;~

laving had the body exhumed and identified, \ arren had it rehl ovedN 
to afi keng f or re-burl al among the Barolong for whom Bethell 

had given his young life. The body was placed in a gun- carr iage 
&.fMee. 

covered with a Uni on Jack. ~ was a young English - man of good 

birth, noble instincts and some education, was courageous, a 

ersonal friena! of the ev John "" Lackenzie, relation of Sir Charles 

' arren and also of 8ir Ral h ~illia~s who became ~esident of 

Bechuanaland vrotectorate 1902- 1905). 

Returned fr~m Kanye, the chief ontshiwa and nearly all his 

~ epple were present at the 1m oSing military funeral accorded 

Bethell. The solemnity of the religious ceremony conducted by 

the ev John Iacken~ ie, and the powerful address whicb he delive -

red with feeling, the lowering of the coffin by six royal headmen 

of the Barolong, the spnchronous discharge of 200 Lee -medfords 

fired by a party of as many Inniskilling Dragoons, the shrill 

and eerie notes of the bugle as it sounded the "last post" , the 

h a ndfuls of earth solemnly thrown into the white grave by hundreds 

of black hands as their owners bowed. and slowly passed on , a l l 

these were circumstances calculated to inspire awe and leave 

an indelible im ression upon the minds of the hundreds of the 

Barolong assembled at the grave -side , while to the more seri Qus 

minEied and reflecting, the ceremony was symbolic of the end of 

filibustering and warfare J and had a dee Significance of our 
~;gi pi t~al 

COfilll10n humani ty beneath our difI'erent colours, and the sp trtlal 

values of auty and tiacrifice, as well as the mysteries of life 

and death, judgemen t and eternity. Subsequently a marble stone 

with tbe following epi t aph was erected on Bethell ' s grave: 

Ie ory) of 

TOP R B- TFiEJ 
I / 

rks~ire, Ehgland) 

lij Whi J performing 

to Her Br~tanic Majesty 
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In Memory of 

CHRI 'T liER BET iLL 

(Of Rise, Yorkshire, ngland) 

who lost his life while perforraing 

Mili tary duty to ler rittanic ~ajesty 

In defence of the 3arolong Jation 

July 31st 1884: Aged 29Years. 

he resounding success of the arren Ex edition seemed to 

sUln ly fue l to the High Comlnissioner ' s antagonism to Warren . 

U der the sinister influence ~ the Bond , he tried all he could 

to discr,dit him with the Colonial Office to emcom)ass his recall 

or resignation and himself superseding him. Instead, however , the 

Hi h Commi ssi one r received a gentle reminder that ";Sir Charles 

"arren's apDointed is civil and 



./ 

(~ 
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political as well as military, and that any measures thst would cause him , to resig 

would give rise to much dissatisfaction in this country (England), and create 

serious military difficulty (0 4432.p .57) 

March : In any case , new forces which imperiously prompted the Imperial Govern-

ment to new orientations and action were at work . The scramble for Africa had begun 

The German flag had been hoisted at Angra Pequena Bay on the West Goast of Souther 

Afr" ca on the 1st of ~ arch 1883, and the shadow of Bismarck, the dynamic chancellor 

was looming ominously over Damaraland and Namaqualand, soon to annex them on the 

24th of April 1884 preliminary to stretching across towards northern Bechuanaland 

and the Transvaal in the east, and might thus very soon straddle across the trade 

routes to the north- the old Missionary or trader~! Road and render them useless • . 
The British cabinet had been rudely awakened to this possiblity, this danger of 

being cut off from the interior beyond Mafikeng, and for ever losing its chance of 

northward exp~sion either by Germany or the Transvaal taking it, or by some unders 

tanding between them. 

It had been Rhodes' inspired mission ~d master purpose to secure the north 

for Britain a~d Gape Colony, and he looked ppn Bechuanaland as the key and gateway 

to the interior, or as he called it Itthe Suez Canal II of the trade to the north. 

Since 1881 he had harped upon this vision, he had repeated it in similes and para

bles, he had stressed it and elaborated it to Sir Hercules Robinson until the latter 

understood it and believed it, and Robinson had also made Lord Derby understand an~ 

belive this thesis of Rhodes • 

he climax and grand finale to Rhodes' plea and clarion call for the anne·· 
~~ 

xation of Bechuanaland to the Cape Colony~in the long and powerful speech which he 
~ ~~ ~);..c,~.~:~~ 

made in the House of Sssembly on the 13th of June 1885, now lOO'I'e as -a ¥i:ndiee:t:r:i:on oj-

of his vision. (Vindex! Speeches 16th Aug l883:30th June 1885)0 
_.-~ the 

I Now the Colonial Office at last realised the advantage of e~tending/British ~ 

xeet,jooh sphere of influence noethwards beyond lafikeng, and now the Secreta~ of S 

State for the Colonies decided to extend the British protectorate to the 22nd degre 

of latitUde and Kgama ' s country, and there were no two people in the whole world 

better qualified for this duty than the two fatefully on the spot -vlHrren and Mack-

enzie. 
On the 23rd of 

rt\.G) 

arch 1885, a ~roclamation establish a British Protectorate 
I 

over Bechuanaland was issued in terms of the Order in Council of the 27th of Januar'j 

of that year, providing for civil and criminal jurisdiction over the country bet

ween Griqmaland West on the south and the 22nd parallel of south latitude on the 

north, and between the western border of thTransvaal on the east and the 20th degree 



57 Ir-

of est langi tude on the west . Thus Mackenzies treaties with Montshiwa and !'!ankurvla -

ne were confirmed by this proclamation. 

j,; _ On the 14th of 'larch,x8 Xii tte follmdng t elegram was received by the High Commis 

sioner from the becretary of State - I1Warren should communicate 1dth Sechele and 

Khama, and take care that no filibustering expedition¢ takes possession of the 
< 

I~ country, more especially Shoshong. 1t Accordingly, on the 22nd of April, the Speci-

Itt · al Commissioner accompanied by Mackenzie and a small staff left ~1afiken~ for -'-J! ~ 

nort'b. He:> arriw~d at Kanye, 75 miles away and had anr interview .nth King Gaseits-

i we of the BangioJ"~ketse and his son Bathoen on the 24th, and received their consen ~ 
on the 27th 

to protection.Be then proceeded to M olepolole and/interviewed King Sechele of the 

Bakwena with his sons Sebele and Kgari and invited them to come under British 

protection. They were neither clear nor keen about this protection . It was a vagu ' 

something they could not understand; they saw no difference between it and annexa

tion , and we~e very unwilling to agree to anything that might rob them of their 

sovereign rights, the very thing they feared the '1'ransvaal for . Prince Sebele, in 
steen 

particular objected outright to 'protection . 'The~boks , he said were not pro
steen 

tected, and although they i.;ere weaJ.qn there were always ~bo ks . God would look 

after the Bakl~na in the same way that He looked after theFteenboks without any 
the te:Rl3S in 

need for British protection. He advised Sir Chatles 'Jarren first to dry/Gaseitsi
especially 

:fe ' s p.yes andjMontshiwa ' s ,whose cattleposts had been so mften raided, and 

whose men had been shot down although they were supposed to be under British pro-

tectiono Row thrilled Mackenzie was to hear his thoughts and words re-echoed by 

tijis unlettered man • 

v1arren and fJ1ackenzie then proceeded to Mochudi to interview Lencwe king of 

the Bakgatla, then he went to Shoshong, Whe~on the 12th of May and the days foll-

owing, he had discussions with Kgama, 1d.ng of ~g the bangwato . The net 

result of all these meetings was that all the northern Bechuanaland kings placed 

themselves , their people and their countries lmder the protection of Queen Victo-

ria ' s Government . Each king offered large areas of land to the Queen for European 

settlement, altogether some 170, 000 square miles , and each reserved a larger 

tract of land in his country for tribal use . In acceptinB British protection, 

hOT·-ever, t,hey all stipulated tnat their indegenous laws and customs should be 

respected, that lands remaining to them after ~rants to the Crown should be 

inalienable , and that, while ready to be guided and williing to be advised, they 
-$ 

desired that~heir sovereignty over their lands and peoP11hould continue inviolate 
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'Vlhen the High Commi ssioner ' s opposi t i on to warren b~~ and hi s Imp-

er ial policy became known in the Cape Colony, large public meetings were called 

i n all the principal towns - Cape Town,Port Elozabeth, Grahamstown, East London ,.. 

XNm Kimberley, Aliwal North etc . and motionS,bf confidence and resolutions sa~~&;K , 

supporting Warren ' s policy were passed unanimously. One of the most interesting 
'jS.eJre,N* 1lf2.ar 

of these meetings was held ai/ King Williams Town on the 14th of April under the 

chairmanship of r J . Tengo Jabavu, editor of the first African newspaper t he Imvo 

which resolved that :"This meeting l-rishes to express its unqualified satisfaction 

with the objects of the mission of Sir Charles iiarren in Bechuanaland, and its 

admirati on of the fearless manner in l-lhich he has set about examining the claims 

of those who must be considered robbers of the lands pf the natives until they 

prove themselves otherwise . This meeting expresses its strong opinion in favour 

of the Imperial Government taking over and administering as a Crown Colony a_I 
) C~e 

the native terrirories~ beyond t he/Colony , as the anomaly of their administratiolL 

by a Uovernment responsible to a Parliarment in which they have no representation 

is productive of mischief, and the Colony is , moreover at present unable to pro
~ 

tect them from possible filibujtering expeditions . " 

JUNE: While the Royal Engi neers of the ij arren Expedition were stationed at !'''afik 

-eng in 1885, Sir Charles Warren offered to help Montshiwa to erect a new chapel 

for his Wesleyan (Methodist) subjects , as the one previously erected by Molema in 

1870 had been wrecked during the Barolong-Boer war of 1881-1884 . Three Barolong 

regiments were called out - the Magodu, the Mapetu and the Matlhaselwa, and order 

ered to make and burn bricks , a:rd provide NX other unsldlihed labour, while t he 0 

Royal Engineers under Col . Durnford undertook to do the masonry and ot her skilled 

work. Very soon the ground was cleared, ~ a plan made , and the foundation of a 

cruciform building laid . 

The formal laying of three foundation stones or memorial t ablets was 

performed on the 17th of June 1885 . One at the head of the building is inscribed 

Major-Gen . Sir Charles 'Warren KoC.M. G , ,-lhile of the two at the foot of the build

ing one is inscribed -tlMontshiwa- Chief of the .Darolong . " , and the other "Chiefs 
, 

of the Barolong . tI Felicitous speeches were delivered on the occasion of theJiaying 

of these stones by Sir Charles vjarr€n, -l.,'hE: Chiccr: ~lontshiwa, the Rev Owen vJatkins

Superintendent of the v.'esleyan Methodist Missions in the 'l'ransvaal, and by the J/. 

Rev . John Hackenzieo The co lection totalled £256:16 . 

In a remarkably short time , a soli d structure, which stands to this daj 

~ after 75 years without a crack in its massive walls- (23 inches thich and 12J 
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'lIal.s 23 inches thick and 12 feet high was erec ted . The L~eth o -

di~t Ch urch ~ynod ~rovided the building material . he cha~el 

was oQened for di vi ne ~ orshi~ on ~aturday the ~th of Dece~be r 1885 

before a wast as embly which ~arched in a p rocession headed by 

the l .. dmi n is tra to r 0 f :Becb uana land ..... i r ~ idney h ip..::lard 1'ro m n~Il:RJ:Ia1t' 

:;';olerlla ' s :eha.:}el , vh i Ie the ptev Ge o rge yeavi nd , the new YiAS lejtan 

JU.Jcrintendent came specially from Potchefstroom to supervis e the 

ceremony, and '1ms a bly a::>sis1ied by the .rlev !looet't ~ p.J}elbe , tbe 

resi dent missione ry. 

It was anothe r day of rejoLcing, aud t he tribe made it 

festival. n tne words of ~he L~viticuS"It was an holy c . n¥Qcat -

ion unt~ them, a solemn assemb y and they d i d . no ' set'vile work 

therein. " ~t le ast 1,0 of them packed t he large and lofty build -

i ng wh ilst a vast cro wd assembled outside. " " .. '..s this vas t con gre ~ -

/fi1., 
ation rose and ~ang , as the Baro oni can sin~¢ volum of soudd was 

overwhelming , and te ars of joy bedewed many a face. They h a d 

been for years hunted i ke \~i d be a s t s , r'.1:l no'. ! t ey vlere met in 

~ chure of their own such as the most sanguine had never expected ~ 

~ 
n ' wuulQ .olemC!. e'V"'e"!' rejoiced to 'be with them that day . If t h e 

s iri ts are all 'Jwed t'J vis it the scene of the i r e&,rthly labotrrs , 

his was hove ri n' near . II (.l11i te~ ide: His tory of Gne les leyan letho -

0.1 S t Cur cn 0 f ' • • p. 4, 3 3 ) 

..-"') 

I ' L - ir h<;j,r l s -Ii rren ts. force a t ':af iKeng was a -%-= c orps 

Vii th three baJIo ,) ns and all necessary ~quipme nt. _hes e were _days 

long before the er8 of aerial navi~ation as we know it. The 

tri8.l a scent th.:.t was made ' then at ::afikei':.g was the firs t in 

n ' - . 
I t i s doubtful wl1e t her or not l.:Cln ' S l i1!2, acce:r>ted -che of i er. 

~~ck nzie, ~ho was p res ent does not say so , as he certainly ould 

h3.ve done a nd .Jut it beyond doub t on record. Ee ment ions the 

as ce nt 0 f l.:aj 0 r ·'ls dale in cOFlmand of the B2.110n ~"1:ps, folloHed 
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by th8.t of Jarren, 8.nd then of otherpXN"XxN,tk officers one after 

2.n~ther , wIoile "the cnief J.",ont s hiwa 1e8.11 in;:: on nis s t atf, stood 
hirrJse1f 

f rO.d ll l~ ~J e,j .... ~le , hil:! e)e follovvinc Ghe bu.loon , bvl t h~x 

Lt; ~k.~"~~ 
in thClught" 0.., d afterwards expres s ing / his iVonder at the 

latkin l.iP. iaL1s, t he 'oiogra,Jner 01 1/L"r.J.'en fol l ows Ma.c,;,wl1zie 

8.l'ld n,erely mentions tl1 ~t the "chi f :.ont::;h iw8., 80 years old , and 

:b_i8 sta.l wart SClD t ook a most keen interst i n all the :procedings . " 

t is true t h at in two stRllz a s o ~ an e~ic ballad Quoted by him , 

~O~~J hiwa i' 1'e resented as havinE ascended. 

"",ent old chief :':ontshiwa ug, a captive, towards the moon: 

.... :1d it was a s .,)irit - stirring sound to hear h is woman swe En 

2 they Sa'i! their lord and I.Jaster floatin 0' gai y through the 

air 

~or it is the ussua1 believe in ~ontR~lwa ' s town 
(.(., 

~h~t ~ hen a chieftain dies , he takes Alengthy journey down; 

•• h i l e 0 missiona l' murmered , as he gazed Uj;l in the sky , 

"UOW strange that soldiers are 'Che first to wa/ft my fl o k 

on hi.:::;h. 

C~1 the ~ he,nd .i.1a1:ph \ ,'il.l iams, who we.s a t teched to ::.- rr 

h~r1 es ~ar~en's staff , was later to be ~ri tish ~gen t at Pre tori a 

' 1~07-1d9 ~n still later to be es'de~t o~nisBioner for 
1904) 

Bechuana1and ~ro t e ctora te and st ~ tioned at Ha~ i ke ng ( 1901- 19 ) 
f:.e. 

',2.,;3 )res ent , and states a.p ' c~C:ll1y that ontl:!hiwa went U' and 

" \..Te nere.1 .arren initiated him i nto the wa" s of modern civilisation 

by takin~ him up in a ba1 00n - t he first and the las t na tive 

cl'lief 1 fancy , WJ. lO ha. ~ eifer had that eX::,)8l'iE:l1ce." (Ra1.ph ~/i.LliaIlH:l : 

hOW I ut;cwue CI. LTOVel'tlt.iJE::t1C y . l.::.u) 
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th 1 th .....,. 1 ( 1 8 --On e __ Ool .;u _y _ .)...J u i r Cb~rles 1,78.r Fen left Jafikegg to 

at-:end to "ues tions of lc;~n(). seGtlement in Vryburg. At this t mme 

there was mu. b taPe of :JeclJu&.naland being annexed to t Il e .Ja.fle, 2.D 

it '/2.8 known tha t ut e2.::!.aland h d iJeti tioned agains. t such anne cation . 

J eier!ing to rdmai! directly un er :~)erial co nt rol. 

c2. s o l.o n ts iHa ':3 fe c line, and he a c cord i ngly addressed the 1m erial 

Govermnent prayine: it to ret e. in di rect control of his country . 
:r{TJ,'1Q CVtt-OL- ~t.~ 

l-[;.r~doxically enough no one exce:::l t t~~2;-l Iseewe d to ~;a~1t 
·n c-i ' ,~ . ',,,,,i ~ I ,- 1,1\1V' 

:Oe cliuCtnala.nd---the Cape mps te rs and I"~ i r l:e ''' c ules TIo bins 11 • 
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