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PFP calls for lifting 
of the ban on ANC

Political S taff
P A R L IA M E N T  -  T h e  G o v e r n m e n t  
h as  been urged in the House of Assem 
bly to consider lifting the ban on the 
African National Congress, sc ra p  dis
c r im in a to r y  laws, and m a ke  a c le a r  
dec la ra t ion  of intent about its new ini
tiatives.The proposals cam e from the Oppo
sition Progressive F ed era l  Par ty .

They c am e  during the debate  on a 
P r iv a te  M em ber’s motion by Mr Albert 
Nothnag  1 (NP, Innesdal) seeking p a r 
t ic ipa t io n  by all the people of South 
Africa in the G overnm ent’s initiatives, 
and  unconditional rejection of violence 
and boycotts. _

The L e a d e r  of the  O pposit ion , D r 
Van Zyl S labbert ,  ca l led  for a c le a r  
dec lara t ion  of intent from the G overn
m en t .  He said it was needed before the 
initiatives stood any chance of success.

Dr Slabbert said an im portan t  step 
by  th e  G o v e r n m e n t  w a s  P r e s i d e n t  
B o th a ’s announcem ent tha t  he would 
co ns ider  freeing ANC le a d e r  Nelson 
Mandela from jail if he re jected  vio-
^"H e  added tha t  he ag reed  with Mr 
Nothnagel tha t  violence as an ins tru 
m e n t  in the political s truggle should be
denounced.D r Slabbert asked why the G overn 
m e n t  was appointing yet another  co m 

m i t t e e  to investigate the  Prohibition of 
Mixed M arr iages  Act and section 16 of 
t h e  I m m o r a l i ty  Act. The  effec t  was 
s im p ly  to prolong the existence of die 
la w s  instead of getting  rid of them

M r N ic  O liv ie r  ( P F P ,  nom inated )  
sa id  a dec lara tion  of intent from the 
G o v e r n m e n t  w ould  he lp  to c r e a te  a 
su i tab le  political c l im a te  for negotia
t ion  about the political rights of blacks.

He said he saw no reason why c e r 
t a i n  a p a r t h e i d  l a w s  shou ld  no t  be 
scrapped .

Mr Olivier said the re  should also be 
a  m o ra to r iu m  on influx control arrests 
un t i l  a C ab ine t  c o m m it te e  produced
new  legislation.

Mr Olivier suggested  the tim e had 
co m e  to consider lifting the ban on the 
ANC. This could c re a te  a c l im ate  for 
political negotiation.

Replying to the debate , the Minister 
o f  C o n s t i tu t io n a l  D e v e lo p m e n t  and 
P lann ing ,  Mr Chris l leuois . said the 
willingness of the Governm ent to nego
t i a te  should not be intepreted  as a lack 
of will when it c am e  to maintaining
o rd e r  and stability.

Mr Heunis said the G overnm ent was 
no t  p re p a re d  to  g ive  a b lu ep r in t  or 
an  agenda for negotiations with black 
leaders. If it did, it would amount to 
proscribing beforehand what the talks 
should be about. ___________________
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