er Proposed Arrangements for Conference.

The Joint Legion and Congress Executive Committee submit
the following proposals in respect pf the Conference arrangements,
composition, agenda etc. for the consideration, amendment, and
approval of those concerned.

£Q.TO-SjLttP-n. of Confe renc>?.
It 1s proposed that Conference shall be constituted of
(a) delegations of all of the members of
(1) the National Executive Committee of the Springbok Legion,
(i1) the Executive Committee of the Congress of democrats,
(111) the Executive Committee of the Democratic League,
"(b) delegation of all of the members of
(i) Branch Committees of the Sponsoring Organisations in the

distant towns such as Port Elizabeth, Durban, Benoni,
Pretoria etc.

(i1) Provisional CoTjnittees in the distant towns.

(c) Two delegates each from the Johannesburg and Cape Town branches
of the sponsoring organisations.

(d) Five delegates each, who are prominent and active members of
their respective orcanisations, from the A.N.C., the S.A.I1.C.,
and the S.A.C.P.O.

(e) Interested individuals who attend on invitation from the
Sponsoring organisations.

>fthers who may wish to attend, including members from
the sponsoring organisations, may do so and may speak but not vote,
IT they have satisfied the Credentials Committee as to their hona
Tides.

Fraternal Delegates,

It Is proposed that additional fraternal delegates be invited from
the S.AI1.C., the A.N.C., the S.A.C.P.0. and other sympathetic
organisations.

Chairman er Chairmen of Conf~r°nc*".

It is proposed that the chairman, or chairmen, of Conference shall
be appointed by and from the delegations of the Sponsoring
organisations in consultation Immediately prior to the Opening
of Conference.

Accommodation of Dele”tes.

Arrangements will be made to accommodate the delegates fr«ra

the distant places, where necessary and Committees should advise

the Springbok Legion office of such accommodation they may requirt
as soon as possibl* to ensure that their delegations are taken car*-1
of.



v- — AGENDAI.

IQth < ctober”9%$3J.

10.a.m* Opening of Conference by prominent member of National

LIberatory Movement.
It.”0.atnuMessages from fraternal dftlfcgates.
tut;.a.m. Adjourn for Tea (Ten minutes Break)

n.~0O.a.m. Paper on "The Need for a National Association”
Moving of Resolution 1. r—

1. p.m. Adjourn for Lunch

?.p.m. Reassemble

conference”goes< into< Commlttee on Constitution.

a p.a. Adjourn for Tea (Ten minutes Break)
5.50.p.m. Adoption of Constitution.
Q p.m. Adjourn.

Sunday. 11th October, 1953].
10.a.m. Conference re-assembles.
18.10.a.m. Credential Committee Report

10.t;.a.m. Paper on "The Immediate programme of action for the
Association. "

TO.AS.a.m. Resolutions arising moved and seconded and discussion.
n.1S.a.m. Adjourn for Tea (Ten Minute Break)
T1.4S.am. Nomination of Officials and Committees

12. ;J0On Continue discussion programme and resolutions

1. p.m. Adjourn for Lunch.

2. p.m. Re-assemble

2.10.p-m. Election of Officials and Committee.

2.70.p.m. Continue discussions on Programme and Resolutions.
50.p.m. Adoption of resolutions.

4.00 P.m. Adjourn for Tea (ten minute break)

4.15.p.m. Election Results. S

4120.p.m. Close Conference

a-10. p.m. Meeting of National Oounci}..



Praft Resolution

"We delegates here _assembled, acting in i i )
capacities, and without incurring any obligations on behali
of the organisation, of which we are members

proclaim our support for the thirty articles of the
Oniversal Declaration of Human Rights adopted by

the General Assembly of the United Nations i

We proclaim our belief that the doctrines of -Apartheid ,
‘eshite supremacy, trusteeship and segregation, like ail
other doctrines of racial discrimination, are inimical

to the peace, happines®- and prosperity of oouth Airu

We proclaim out conviction that racial conflicts and
national oporession are linked with international confl
and war in a chain of cause and effect which treatens the
advancing standards of life and liberty of mankind.

on e o
"We therefore resolve to found an Association to advocate

the principles of equality and the *r<therho=d_of “national
for the maintenance of world peace and the ending of nation
discrimination and oppression, aAd _to win jj<uth Afric n
support a programme of extending rights and™lib.r

our people. "

4 A" =m

L JE I

a) The Association shall work to secure for all ~ th Africans®
rﬁpardlqss of race, crepd, or colour, the rights laia |
the "Universal Declaration of Human Rights,"” with particular
reference to

1. Eaaal civil liberties.
the freedom of thought, speech and press
the freedom of movement and assemoly
the freedom of organisation and religion
ii. Raual political rights
the right to vote in and to stand for elections to state and
local law-making bodies

111.Equal economic opportunities

the opportunities to qualify for and engage in all trades,
crafts, occupations and professions

the opportunity to acquire and own land and property
iv. Equality of Social Status

in every field of state and administration, public
activity, education, culture and recreation

bVThe Association shall work to secure friendly international
relations based on the equality and independence of all
nations,and negotiations to settle international disputes,
Iin order to secure a prolonged era of world peace.

c)The association shall give active support to, and co-operate
th anv individual, proup, party or aovement working for or hav-
the same OF similar aft and objects, and shall take such
other action as 1t deems fit to further its aims and objects.



Rrm lit
a) "That each delegate present at this Conference be asked tp

signify his._personal support for resolution No.l as amende#
by this conference.

b) that this conference thereafter stand adjourned.
c) that those delegates pledging .their support in terns of 2a
above gather in private conference to discuss the

constitution and programme of such an Association on the
basis of the draft Constitution already circulated.

Bewysstuk No
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.30.p.m.

10,0.p.m.

S.A. CONGRESS OF DEMOCRATS.
ANNUAL NATIONAL CONFERENCE.
AGE1DA,

Opening of Conference

Election of Credentials Committee
Election of Resolutions Committee

.Greetings from Fraternal Delegates
.Chairman®s report N

.Tea

Discussion on Chairman®s Report
Report of Credentials Committee

Nominations for National Executive Committee

.Organisational & Financial Report.

Discussion on Organisational & Financial Report.

Conference adjourns for Dinner.

.Resolutions

Matters for discussion
a) Population Registration

b) Federation of South African Wonen.

Nominations and Election of National Executive Committee

10.15.p.m.General.



S.A. CONGRESS OF DEMOCRATS- NATIONAL CONFERENCE 1955.
ORGANISATIONAL REPORT.
This report must be limited largely by observations

made in Johannesburg as news from other centres has been

spasmodic,! Other Regions will have the opportunity of adding to
or amending accounts given in the report, at Conference.

An assessment of the organisational strength of
the S.A. Congress of Democrats could almost be the story of the
bannings over the last two years,

Shortly after the inception of the ,S.A.Ci0O.D. 1in
Septomber 1953 leading personnel in all the Regions were banned.
However it is indicative of the quality of the membership of
this organisation, particularly in Johannesburg where numbers
are greater than in the other centres, that they could rise to
the occasion and fill in the breach. The majoirty of members
who joined in the face of ever increasing fascist legislation
directed towards more and more apartheid, remained solidly with us
and our stand for equal rights. Without accurate"figures from
all the regions I venture to say that membership has increased
slightly over the last eighteen months. In Johannesburg a .
number of new recruits were made amongst the youth but there
were casualties 1in the Eastern Branch which did not function
after Rica"s banning. Port Elizabeth was hard hit by the banning
of Gus Coe and because of its limited "experienced personnel there
w$s a drop in the membership. activity in this Region has
almost been at a stand still over-the last few months. Numbers
of members in Durban, always disappointing, remained static.

whose C.0.D. activities were
The Cape Western Region, temporarily affected by bannings
and election work for Lee-Warden, has over the last six months
formed new branches, including a very active one at Claremont.
Membership of the S.A.C.0.D. has by no means exhausted

itself but it may be recognized that because of the economic set-up
of this country, where a minority of Europeans are enjoyiné'bompa;at—

ively good conditions*at the expense of the Non-Europeans ,recruiting

cannot be on a mass scale.



It does not follow though that our impact oi3 the
political life of the country has been small. Working in
conjunction with the other Congresses, the Congress of Democrats
has kept before the European electorate the view that the days
of undisputed White Baaskap are over, that the demands by the
Non-Europeans for equality and justice are very real and impelling
ones. Much.of the work has been done through our pamphlets and
leaflets, limited houpe to hotse 5énva§§fﬁg, and*Wogﬁ in many
fields. | shall deal in detail with some of the campaigns embarked
on by the C.0.B.

WESTERN AREAS PROTEST COMMITTEE. *

in Johannesburg
C.0.D membership/ iris very adtive in establishing local committees
in the suburbs, where some good public meetings were held. Many
members accompanied the Deputations organised by the PDotest
Committees to the Johannesburg City Council. The Durban Branch
of Congress of Democrats helped to organise two public meetings

around the Western Areas Campaign. Father Huddleston addressed

one of these meetings which was very successful.

Anti-Bannings Committee.

Here again membership was active . The Hillbrow branch in Johannes-
burg was responsible for organising tables in the suburbs and

centre of town, where thousands of postcards were signed protesting
against the bannings.

Population Registration.

The Johannesburg Region of S.A.C.0.D. initiated a campaign against
the taking of photographs for registration and brought out a leaflet
which was well distributed. Valuable work was done at petition
tables where the whole question of population registration was
discussed with interested and agitated members of the public.

BANTU EDUCATION.
The Propaganda Committee attached to the N.E.C. must be congratulated

on their timely publication of "Educating for Ignorance™ Over
15000 of these pamphlets have been sold. The pamphlet has been
warmly received by Non-Europeans in the remotest part of this country

as well as by Europeans as far distant as London*
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C.0.D. sent two delegates to the A.N.C. Conference which met
iri Port Elizabeth over Easter to discuss Bantu Education. As
a consequence there.has been much co-operation between this
organisation and the committees established to fight Bantu
Education and to provide cultural activities for children
not attending schools.
Congress of the People.
Much work was done by C.0.D. members in all the Regions in
preparing for this Congress, but insufficient headway was made
in bringing the message to the Europeans. This 1is a difficult
task but has to be faced. The Bellevue Branch/g?g’some
concentrated canvassing in buildings in their area and found
people interested and willing to listen.
TH SENATE BILL.
A campaign calling for a National Day of Protest was initiated
by the N.E.C. of C.0.D. who had attempted to co-operate with
representatives from politicalparties and organisations in
planning joint,action against the Bill, but were unsuccesful.
The Cape Western Region of S.A.C.0.D. also endeavoured to obtain
the support of the Liberal Party ift campaigning against the Bill
but met with no success. Johannesburg and Cape Town Regions
were compelled to go forward on their own to mobilise public
opinion around a National Day of Protest. In Johannesburg a
telegram campaign, urging Strauss to call for a National Day of
Protest found a ready response from the man in the street, ~ho
showed a need for a guide to militant action against the Government.
Over 1500 telegréE."! were sent from tables in Johannesburg. At
a protest meeting called by the Mayor of Johannesburg, attended by
thousands of people, C.0.D. Banners calling for a Nationa Day of
Protest were prominent. Ordinary people in the audience were
demanding a Day of Protest in contrast to the Iwishy-wasjiyl
resolutions put forward by the organisers of the meeting.

A picture of Strauss®s Protect Meeting in Pretoria
showed a banner calling for a Natiohal Day of Pretest in English

and Afrikaans. This was not a C.0.D. banner. The 1idea had a”“ght

on.



Cape Western Region showed spirit and
initiative by taking over an ineffective U.P. Meeting on the
Parade, when they addressed the crowdis from a loud speaker
in a car. They were cheered by the crowd who showed their
support for a National Day of Protest.

Durban Region attempted similar negotiation
with other bodies to form & joint action committee and met
with the same fate as Cape Town and Johannesburg. With the
small forces at their disposal the Region found it difficult
to proceed with a public campaign on its own. Their
predicament can well be understood but independent action

mr - 4 fre - - /1
requiring much public activity, when negotiations with other
so-called allies fail, as they so often do, 1is something that
will have to be tackled, by all our Regions and Branches.

To this end better contact must be established
between Heaq Office and the Regions. [Inactivity and isolétion

= t e.r fo¥s: mm

breeds depression and defeatism, and finance permitting Regions
mmm from Head Office
who require organisational assistance/ should be given it.

There are a number of local issues taken up

‘ . «j m jr nc
by “the branches too numerous to be mentloned here e.g. Cape
ITi". e < m

v~stern™s role in fighting the Land Tenure BoanL, their
exposition of City Councillors acquiesing to Apartheid measures

in buses and parks etc., Johannesburg Region®s participation

) oo ) ) i taliomm ¢ : )

im Municipal election in support of progressive candidates
SFims

opposed to Western Areas Bemoval Scheme etc. etc. C.0.D.

s j."1C 271 "r-
membership are active “in other organlsatlons such as .the

Peace Movement, Federation of S.A. Women, Youth Festival and

other organisations pledged to work for progress and against

discrimination.

FANANCE. submitted

A detailed report will be * by the treasurer but tributo
must be paid to the Johannesburg Region in this report. After

the banning of Rica in September 1954, leaving a very depleted
Head Office Staff, rank and file membership in Johannesburg

assumed the responsibility of carrying the organisation



financially. They shouldered the task of finance in a
c;agnificient manner, and it was mainly through the efforts of
the Johannesburg Region that there was a decided improvement in
the finances of the organisation up until the end of April this
year. May month found us in the cart again, but that is due
to all emphasis being placed on C.0.P, finances, where again
Johannesburg membership played a significant part. Much of
the money raised in Johannes??ggdone so by members who tax
themselves with heavy subscriptions and money that might otherwise
have gone into the coffers of African Theatres or such other
"inferior®™ entertainments, was spc.nt on C.0.D. Functions through
the persistence of the enthusiasists.

Other Regions must make a contribution in the
coming year and help to make it possible to spend more money
on organisational work.

Although this organisation has participated in many
campaigns and activities, there has been a general weakness. We
have sprung from one campaign to another without consolidating
our work, without reviewing our potential, and making the
necessary plans to cope with new contacts. Area work has been
haphazard and unplanned,with the result that opportunities to
educate and lead the people have been lost because of insufficient
contact with the people. New young recruits are gladly welcomed
to do jobs, such as leaflet distribution, ticket selling, etc.
but not enough attention is paid to their political needs.

..r Reasons for these weaknesses are very apparent. Much
has to be done with small numbers, overburdened with too many
meetings and little time for careful analysis. Nevertheless these
are mistakes and must be rectified.

The most encouraging factor about our membership 1is its
sincerity, spirit and devotion to the fight for liberation.

People who stand in our ranks today are men and women who have
refused to compromise and appease the fascists because they
believe in the future - a future that belongs to us. Let us plan

and work wisely to achieve it.
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CHAIRMANIS REPORT TO THE FIRST ANNUAL CONFERENCE
OF THE S.A. CONGRESS OF DEMOCRATS TO BE HELD AT

JOHANNESBURG ON THE 24TH JUNE,  1955*

The S.A. Congress of Democrats cane into being in Septenbor, 1955, to
fulfil certain br.sic pcliticr.l noeds; political needs which arose out of the
fr.ct that the Non-European peoples of South Africa had, through the Defiance
Campaign, unequivocably staked their clain for equal and full denocratic
rights, thereby creating a situation which made it imperative for
denocratically-ninded Europeans to nobilise thenselves in support of a people”

movement for freedom and equality.

It is the view of your National Executive Committee thrt the S. A.

Congress of Democrats has largely fulfilled this requirements.

Co-operation with the Liberatory Movement.

To this end close liaison has been established with the liberatory
movement* It can safely be said that in the minds of the people the
S.A. Congress of -Democrats is today completely identified with the Congress

or Liberatory Movement.

Over the last twenty months the S_A.C.0.D. has taken its place as an
equal partner with the AN.C., S.A.1.C., and S.A.C.P.0. in the people’s
struggle for freedom. We te.e joined on all levels with these Organisations
in campaigns to mobilise the people of S.A. against the tyrannical and
oppressive measures of the present Government, and in their struggle for a

denocratic S.A.

Personnel

During our short existence we have suffered more from banning notices
in terms of,-the Suppression of Communism Act, in relation to our numbers than
any other organisation* We have in this way lost the invaluable services of
people like Jack and Rica Hodgson, Rusty Bernstein, Ruth and Joe Slovo, Louis

»
Baker, Molly Fischer, Athol Thorne, Mary Butcher, Len Lee-Wardon, and many

/ others



others. All those people wore banned because they were in the forefront of
the fight for freedom. The best way in which we can show our appreciation
for the work done by them is to carry on with thct work, and so prove to the
Government that you cannot destroy a people®s movement for freedom by
discriminatory action against its leaders* The fight for freedom depends on

the desire and will of the people to be free and not on individuals.

The Resist Apartheid Campaign.

In June 1954, a Resist Apartheid Committee was sot up to campaign
against apartheid legislation on which the S.A.C.0.D. had equal representation
with the AN.C., S.A.1.C. and 3.A.C.P.O. This Committee®"s activities wore

mainly directed against the Western Aroas Removal Scheme.

It was mainly as the result of the work of the C.0.D* that the
Western Areas Protest Committees were formed which brought a large number of
the European population of Johannesburg into the fight against this scheme.
It was also as a result of the work done by the C.0.D. that Europeans

throughout S.A.were aroused in protest against the Scheme.

CAMPAIGN FOR THE C.O.P.

The C.0.D. joined with the other Congresses on an equal basis in the
sponsoring of the Congress of the Peoplo. C.0.D. personnel in all the main
centres of S.A. have performed a gigantic task in relation to cur numbers in
the preparation for this conference. The Progressive Movement in S.A. has
for a long time needed a manifesto in which its aims and objects are clearly
and unequivocably stated. The Freedom Charter will give us such a document.
It will rest with the Congress Movement to mobilise the people of S.A. in

their demands for the realisation of its aims r>nd objectives.

Elections for Native Representatives:

After extensive consultation between ourselves and the A.N.C. the
National Council decided to abandon the original intention of nominating
candidates for the election of Native Representatives for the constituencies

of the Transkei and the Eastern Cape. This was done mainly as a result of

_ / the strong
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the strong opposition amongst the A.N.C.in those areas against the system of
separato representation. C.0.D. however, nominated a candidate in Cape Western,
where Mr. L. Lee-Warden was elected. The N.E.C. expresses its appreciation

to him for the excellent work done during his short term of office.

Propaganda: .
had £.9
Realising the importance of political propaganda and the important
% RT . '

role that the C.0.D. can play under the circumstances in this field, the
N.E.C. has endeavoured to print as many pamphlets as possible during the last
twenty months. The following pamphlets were published during this period:
"The Threatened People™, "Where the Devil Drives", "Educe.ting for Ignorance"
(2 editions). All those pamphlets were very well received, which proved the
fertile field for this type of activity. Lack of funds prevented publication

of more pamphlets.

The Propaganda Committee are to be congratulated on the comprehensive
Speaker Notes which were prepared for discussion by rogions and branches on
the following issues

Congress of Democrats

Indians in South Africa

Race and Intelligence

National Liberation Struggles in Asia
History of the Non-European Franchise.
Western Areas Scheme.

Suppression of Communism Act
Segregation in South Africa

Attack on Civil Liberties

Industrial Conciliation Amendment Bill.

Counter Attack, the organising bulletin, due to various difficulties,
has not appeared regularly. It is however hoped to overcome this difficulty
in future. Regions and branches should be urged to supply the editors

regularly with branch news so that it can be a truly organising bulletin.

/ A memorandum



A memorandum on the proposed increases of rents in sub-econonic

housing schemes was prepared and presented to the City Council of Johannesburg
~ "sin wc HH S

Organisation:

During its short existence the C.0.D. has built up and maintained
a solid nucleus of politically conscious and hard-working membership, and
although the membership figures are not spectacular, it is regarded as
satisfactory in the present political situation. This is especially true of
Johannesburg and Cape Town. It is, however, felt that more could have been .
done by our Durban and Port Elizabeth branches. We have also failed to
establish contact with progressive-minded people in ccntres other than the

four mentioned.

THE  TASK  AHEAD. e " -

Refusal by the masses of Non-European people and the small minority
of progressive Europeans to acquiesce has so far been the only stumbling
block which prevented the Government from turning S.A. into a Fascist Police
State in the full sense of the word. The C.0.D. has played an important part
in this struggle. We will have to continue doing so without fear and with
increased determination and vigour in the knowledge that we have the people

on our side.

The future of S.A. must inevitably be decided in a struggle between
the Nationalist Party with its policy of Baaskap on the one hand, and the
liberatory movement with its policy of full and equal democratic rights on
the other hand. The middle of the road groups are fast disintegrating, and
this disintegrating process will gain momentum as the conflict sharpens.

The oppressive apartheid measures of the G-overnment can only have one result,
"and that is to increase the desire of the people to rid themselves of the yoke
and will lead to an intensification of the struggle on their part. This in
turn must lead to increased polico state measures. In such-a situation the
middle of the road groups will be forced to take sides. The proportion of

this group which comes over to the side of progress will to a large extent

r *
/ depend
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dcp &rjd on the work done by ourselves. It is to neet such a situation that

we must gear our forces and Organisation.

Organisation:

It is unrealistic to expect a spectacular increase in our membership
within the near future. The Organisation must, however, immediately make an
all-out effort to mobilise its potential into active and working branches.
These branches should constantly carry out a canvas for prospective members
on a selective basis. The selective method of canvas and recruiting is
preferred to a general and overall canvass of the European population, which
is beyond our resources, and from which the result will be negligible in

proportion to the work required. n

Political Education.

There are large numbers of Europeans throughout S.A. who, although
not ready for active membership of the C.0.D. are nevertheless prepared to
support our organisation on specific political issues, while others are
sufficiently politically conscious to listen to and debate our point of view.
C.0.D. branches and members must establish and maintain constant contact with
such people. This can bo done through discussion rroups -nd by drawing such
people into political campaigns on specific issues. The large numeber of
Europeans in Johannesburg who were mobilised in protest against the Western

Areas Removal Scheme is a good example cf what can be achieved in this way.

Liaison with other Organisations:

We must continue to" join with the other Congresses and S.A.C.P.0. in
all struggles affecting the masses of "the people. The people can only be
mobilised for freedom and democracy through struggle, and no issue must be

regarded as too small or insignificant for our Organisation to givo and

maintain a clear and unequivocrl lead.

The Working glass must of necessity be in the vanguard of the
aeople™s struggle. Our organisation ha3 in the past paid too little

attention to this aspect. All our branches should detail personnel whose

/ taok



task it should bo to assist the Trade Unions and especially the African Trcde
Unions in their work. We should also offer and give assistance to the S.A.
Congress of Trade Unions to organise and educate tho nasses cf unorganised

workers.

. Peacei »

The progress of tho world depends on whether the people can enforce

their will for "peace. C.0.D. nust play its part in assisting the S.A. Peace
Council in its work to .mobilise the people of S.A. as an effective force

against war.

Finance; \
The ability to raiso enough noney to conduct the affairs of a
political organisation is closely linked with its state of organisation and
the degree to which.it inspires its members with determination to achieve its
objectives. It is becoming increasingly nore difficult for organisations, such

as ours, to raiso noney outside the ranks of its own nemborship.

A high level of political understanding and activity on branch level
rnd the linking of all such activities with tho raising of finance nust,
therefore, be our nrin source of raising the noney required for carrying on

our work.

-, -|-'._t' . ; - ® - ° ° , i

Tho fight for freedom and donocracy in S.A. demands fearless rnd
determined struggle in which there is no roon for despondency and despair-
Neither is there any real real reason for despair. It i3 true that tho
Government is riding on tho crest of the wave, but lot us renenber that their
utmost potential comprises les.i than one-fifth of the people of S.A. It is
also true that inherently there is no difference between the fascism of
Strijdom and that of Hitler or Mussolini. They, however, had the support and
acquiescence of the people of their country, something which Strijdon will never
got from the masses of the people in S.A. World opinion and political development
all over the world is against them and is on our side. The days of
Oclorialisn dﬁﬁ)its accompanying opprggsion of %eopleglare waﬁ?ng fa;t; a
development which cannot leave S.A- unaffected. Theirs is a creed of oppression

and wrong. Ours is one cf freedom and right. Who can doubt which will be

victorious ?
<THbUJ sr
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=_A. CONGRESS OP I)E3£0CR«.TS IELD 24th. JUNX 1955,

** POLITICAL )— Restrlet lona on civil liber ti«e .

, Conforence is ojposed to all forma of inequality
and racial discrimination; ail laws and practices *r id" ars
and discriminate against the majority of the people®f 3"th~"~S 1S
laws #uch debar people beco ;s of tbi r colour from Dartlaimt-in~

.n "ft,.1? Vv;" Uf'- °f our Mur,trv— This oonf.peno. u

*

tr;rt.br*?2cVriro;i:rotratlo:™ *e *ex* sswsr***

(1) AMFmLATS DIVISION iUOR*I* act.
Con?S» nee SonT.—ir S*ro. —Hswirm. DiylI»i on Soon*. Act
“«-t«rp .0 paci the in h _tilth Nationalist support«-s and

N"e mo .lie] aln o. setjng gup Brggederbond Republic.
U-) CRIM 'K.SPR HJT.E §D BVIEBNCE AC " -
cri.ina; ProsS ™ |1

ilbStsJFSrVf Sou™lca°n® da UIP* t to ® «*i«7 Olt6 " "

(i1 1) GKCV1 AlI."-3 ;s 12.2NT ACT

Confesnce vlcouroualy Hj>paseli*Tfc Group Art* Act *rvi
reaolvea to assist actively thosJ o”anisationa at £~en? eSlLed
i“"at? ™ *~ this act Conrerence furtfcar condemns subsequent ‘1jf-—

' Sourd* ° deprive the FsoPle of their rilgfra before the Land Tenure J

("mIT"Ta ACT.

Conference condemns the latest attempt toric the Farlla- V

A\ FEAN _ - _ - *
that the only effective safeguard8a6a'inst' *aS‘NfLSg aril-: H r, b
~“ov«*naient be..a on tk universal adul* franchla. for
regardless of race, colour or sex. aouthArrleen*
(v) KATIVg RQSETTLMM-JT ACT.

etronpexoeptim”*"~rfIAAMANEH G A== e>* A |

thou.Lda of people Son afl?To»3 ir.th, *a”~n”~izZa”?0? "

A *<*ee"? yrejovel of Aft-loan . o™ ta t* *LF

support Jrhe people 1ff their oppoeitlon to the implewmUt/~r* £2?2 **72_ -

Act. Together with th Group Areas An»ndment ActCo~""~L~L* 2&L *
VAT 4

actions of tie Ooverrcaant an attempt to drive the
and so to lay the basis fcr a racirally divld*i polJSfftate

(v1l) dbiArturb from fiza Nnrion regulation act.
Con.erence condemhs—£Tie action ofl ], ™ 2ovSrSinnt 4r i—»hk

« 4
"atrictlona on the frr.don of koy.™M~ “ u.
(Til) native (urban areas? act **?YrSSs
. N ConTerenoe oondernHs-the Native (Urfa* ir*. t 1I-€"
<APntf a,ly . re.trietlone on African donatle ~LzfL2110t
j.n flats and Suropean residential areas Gonfkr««MM.»ii .
SL» “¢ 1 s I < r AM. 1AMoL F

without *



vill) FOPUUTIOH RSQISTRAffroy ACTt

Conference condemns the extension of tha iniquitous pass to
other groups in South Afrioa, and therefore aeee_

atloft Regiatratlon Act a threatened curtailment of tha
fr+#doai of tha South African paopla.

Conference oalls for the repeal of these and other Aots whidh
place Fascist and undemocratic restrictions on tha people.
ny ok

(Ix) Tha Suppression Acts. I »*-!I,«*
Conference calls for the repeal of tho Suppression of Communism
Aots, the Riotous Assemblies Act, The CriInlnal l-awa amendment
Aot. and other Acts which have the effect of curtailment of
the freedom of the press, the freedom of speech, and the rlgh»
assembly of democratic South Afrioans. It condemns the bannings
unlust sentences and brutal exportations of persons convicted
uriaer the Suppression Acts. |

Conference further condemns t'ie clandestine efforts of the
Government to Introduce concentration camps for tholr political
opponentse

EDUCATION.

a) Bantu flduoatlon;

A?LS5r?S1 = a@SdS?nTh?B8BM5ci88=U??SNAEAr T*>/M 1N 93« e ™s FOT

opposition of the African parents who withdrew their child»n
fron schools. Conference resolves t& give ths fullest active
support to whatever measures are adopted bv the African i
national Congress to provide alternative, education for African
children.

N on/"~rwiOB~CDnderns the fascist action of the authorities 1in
closing down Fort Kare University College, and dispersing the
sttdents to their hones, for 1in this drastio mass punishment
carried out with police assistance, Conference sees a further at-
tempt to break the Increasing resistance of the African people
by attacks on their youth receiving higher eduoation,and by the
selection of entrants to the University on the basis of political
screening, and urf*os fciuit all students should b®© rs&d&ittG”" &n*.
thereafter an impartial commission of enquiry Into the "“lovanoes
of the students should be appointed, cn whicfc the students should
be represented,

0) Unlvsrslty Apartheid o i
Conference totally rejects tho principle of segragated nivarslty
aduoation, and supports the struggle of the student body against
the introdu~rt 1on of University thaid, an - the co”sined
attempts of the Government to exclude non-ifuropeun students frcx:
the non-segregated Vniversities. Conference deplores the threat
of tha Government to ignore the report of the-nol_ow*y Contission
which, despite the arbitrary limitation of the terrr.a of reference
recommended that Universit y segragation was not. a practical

poaalbllity.

d) LanflnaRe Ordinance
Conference oontfenaiiB Cne i*angu«.ge orciinance whicn deprives parents
of their fundamantal right to decide in what language tnier
children are to be educated. Conference is 0f the opinion that
this langauge ordinance is politically motivated and therefore
reaolves to take every opportfcnity 0f making the European
population conaolous of this aspa”ct and to organise public
opposition aa far as i»ay Ife possible.

3. ThJE IRADC XTKIOSS
ADBreclatinft that the workers as" a class have the greatest interest
li»the davelopement of full democracy in ot*t country, and that waij



Tttt 3.

? Ubour bainS th® Important weapon the /
d z™~tiNii I| N2 N PV i Ch®? the gat*bll*ha«nt of t e truly *
a jult —paoia trade union body and exureases t hope
N4Sind an DNi?na wU1l prov# Ul «"e<>tlvr»eet»
tradS unlf« Of th« »orkln§ cites mto one powerful
»v. thal?2wiS?£2i11?i« * 5«fandin hts and la ?ro*
the working %e South Afr

lag the llrixig conditions of all

It is resolved that*

ellslpla ongress of Democrats who are
ellglgle »tool<s be members of thelr tragg unio

th_Ir etruggl« for”juat"demanda .aaa lat *"7 eee«»» of th. work.rs In

S.A.0.T.C.i(d) A=*n or«*nl3stlon »= -»all oo-operat. fully with th.

N

*(® i o n must m&lcd ptsatA? nffta fa v.

B—aMjpISLATIOK AFfACTING THE TOADS CTNIOKS.

Wd MElv"SeSt i‘n It"nfnm thof*nc*3tr ial Conciliation Amendment Bill

to s s -

4. FgQACg AND TKg INTSRNATIOKAI. SITUATION

devastating y9al'i’, havp elapsed slHce the end of the most
rer“tred r*"fh-V< r2 ?<* 0Ver known- Mankind haa only Just

b.lhg .J? SV toriS! holo0Oau3t and alread” groupings *r.

(.

s&rss*t= f’?ncf’\wa .
L Erc?(,i:)uctlon of urarl

f.ot
un turns our towns into targets

elth a fImvVAthArrK.t”rcf ZtaklnS therefore |

thfw?nr”” tultie. ~ 1M J >F thV p»“=« Council for th.

I1"e Iate<|

of . ’ tme% mi r.luotlcn
L Ind.p.nd*noe<ofUaliri tat . a < *f,p"nc,ful co-exlet.no.. a.ourit,
0X P.aoe-p.ct.

threat “ ok of *«*«ex» O0.™,  , . « ,, rloud t
China 1in »"
inth.tr 1 ES jSgLSfA"MTE . %" “» P«Ple. of ifrlo. and k,u
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S . the uae of South Africala natural resource* for
war preparations and to Insist that trra itivai be ua#d for peaceful

N jarpoata only.

¥ IV111l) Oonferenoe extends its fullest support to the World Peace

| £°YI1* h*1ls tho Helsinki Conference and the World Conference of .

I Mothera as great steps towards world peace.

Conference urges all members of the C.0.D. to support the

oanpaign for signaturesto the petition against the preparations for
atomic war,

(I1X) to keep before us in our work and general propoganda, the

urgent ami pressing needs of peace, ao that work for peace becomes par*
part of our struggle in South Africa for democracy, equal ricfots for
all, racial harmony and for human happiness.

5. EDUCATION hKD FROPOQAKDA,

Conference attaches the utmost importance to the dissemination of
polltloa; propoganda anl emphasises the whloh can and Bust be played
by our organisation in this field. Conference KJiSOLVKS that the
1Eiré)Pc(I)ganda Committee be instructed to intensify its efforts in this

*

Conference urges all regions and brafaches

a) to make full use of the lecture notes prepaid by the N.E.C.

bj to prepare anl organise discussions as political education

c4 to organise study groups and study material on general politioa
to raise the political understanding of the members.
Conference recognises the vital role played by "NStf AGd Us the only
truly democratic newspaper in the country.

Conference recommends: * *

a) that regular financial assistance be given to NEW through
regular personal contribution off the members
AGtS)) that specific functions be organised from time to time for NEW

»

c> that branches undertake to sell LEW as regard this a one

of their activities.
6. YO’ TH ifCRK

Conference attaohes the greatest ijnpo rtanoe to the establishment c£ 1
a strong progressive youth movement Conference calls upon all regions |
to organise youth groups.
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IBS OP A MATICHAL COMOVCS OF THE 3JL.CONGRESS OP OMOCRA1B
AT BOUAt HOUSE, JOHAHIESHDHO, cM Wim 1, 24th JOMI, 18S5 at 2.50 p.m,
100 The Kmtional Preeidant, Mr.B.Bylareldt, vlkoud the delegates to
the Flrat Annual Conference of the Sa.Congress of Deeiocreta. He atated
A that Qiiaf Luthuli had aent a aaiatg* to opan tha Confaranca and called upon
MrJdfhxtchlnaon to raad tha Baaaaga, which ha did,

Hr.Byleveldt said that ve vara highly honoured to have received such a fina

SLECTICH OF CDDBTUU COHMITTKEI Having baan Ally moved and seconded J.
Anderson k A.Sacha vara elected*
ELXCTTfH Of RESOLZITICHS COHHI1'IUt Haring bean duly moved and seconded R.Press,
A N.Levy and B.Throk vere elected.
N FRATERNAL GREETIMGSIT  Mr.Tshunungwa from the African National Congress wished
our Conference, meeting on the are of the Congress, every success. He said
that at a time vhen the fascist regime vas reaching its highest peak he felt

confident that the Congress of Democrats will stand with tha other partners

* in the Congress Movement,
H*M.
n Dr~oaaa of the S,A.Indlaa Congress said that we were meeting in a fascist

police state. Tha Naai Government is passing measure after measure to
opjress the people, but all these acta make us more determined in our struggl

> Mr.Stanlay Lollan in bringing greetings from the S.A.Coloured People's
Organisation said that vhile our organisations may be small in numbers at
present, because of the righteousness of our cause we rfiall untimately emerge
victorious*

N Mrt. Helen Joaeph on behalf of the 3 A.Federation of Woren said that the -
struggle of woman for their rights waa part of the struggle of all the
oppressed people.

N Dr.R.Press (?) for the S*A*Peace Council pledged their support wherever
possible, stating that the Peace Movement and the S.A.Congress of Democrats

j vara Indissolubly linked# - f
#FAIM AM'S WPCRTt The Chairman delivered his report as circulated.
Kr.B.Ttirok stated that tha Baport had been raad vith great interest by the
Branchaa in tha Cgpa and they congratulated tha Chairman on it,

Tha Report vai then adopted,

r adjourn
After the tea interval it vas agreed to pripn the Conference to dir*i*»

timf when it waa hiped that the attendance would be more representative.
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