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} As a woman involved in the End ConscriDtion Campaign (ECC), I am often asked :

In.?.t has conscription got to do with women" and "Why «re you so involved in 

what is primarily a man's issue."
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Hie answer is quite simple. Of course conscription affects my life as a woman!

Most of us white South African women have brothers, fathers, husbands or lovers 

who have either chne their initial period of compulsory military service or who 

still have to serve in the SAOF. At the very least we have friends who are 

?. fleeted by the six monthly call-up. It is not only that these young men get 

dressed up in ‘Browns* and taken away. It is also when they return they are so 

often changed.

Conscript? in this country face a very difficult choice. Young men in the SADF 

can expect to be sent into the townships or into'foreign countries. If they 

refuse to go into the army they face u d  to six years in jail.

i:

it is not only in realtion to the men in our lives that, we are affected by 

conscription. As women we are affected by the militarisation of our country and 

society. A war psychosis is starting to pervade our society, particularly 

within the white community. This affects our life in so many ways : it affects 

the way we relate to each other, it affects our economic and political future, 

it art'ects the way in which we secure our homes against "possible invasion".
f vJ .'V ' *

• One only has to read the most recent figures given by the Ministe- of Law and 

*s O’-der, Aariaan Vlok, on the number of people licensed to carry firearms (over 

? 1»06 W l U o n  - The Star 30/3/87) to realise that we hav already entered into

a »ar situation, armed to our teeth.
.
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1 In rhe South African context, conscription is an injustice! This is reason enough 

. for roe, as a woman, to be involved in the ECC. But in South Africa, there are 

,, wheels within wheels, and injustices within injustices-: The array has become just 

.like the SAtfC - a tool in the hands of the National Party. The army is fast 

ibecoming the last line of defence of the Apartheid system. When all else fails 

I they jer.d the troops in to crush black opposit on to apartheid. My opposition to 

conscription is as nwch opposition to all th, injustice^that shapes our lives. 

Another drawcard has been the style of ECC; one that has captured the breadthof



jrv
to conscription, particularly through its national campaign work 

I ■ • fth centered around activities that had mass appeal in the white conwunity.
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i I i>eceae involved in the End Conscription Campaign at its inception in 1983. 

j ‘ .■ call for tne end to conscription came at the May 1983 Black Sash Conference, 

i ittended the fourth annual Conscientious Objector's Support Group (COSG) 

conference in Durban in July 1983 where this call was again taken.
%

(hose early days of grappling with .he issue of how best to structure a national 

campaign against conscription were filled with endless meetings, but also oreat 

excitement as we sensed that we were at the beginning of something biq. For the 

first time a broad range of organisations were cominq togetheraround the single 

issue of calling for an end to comoalsory-military service. This included

S
* organisations such as the Black Sash, Nusar,, DPSC, and the PFP youth. An

intoortant characteristic of ECC's work has been its sensitivity to the differences

• between the various constituencies and the ability to put across its message in 

ways appropriate to different groups of people.This has also been true for within

1 t.he organisation - the ability to cater for people with different views but who are

■ essentially united around a single issue.
• i

| ECC-was launched in the 3 major centres of Cape Town, Durban and Johannesburg in 

October 1964. 1 missed out on a year of ECC's a c t i v i t y  as I had gone overseas 

on a one year exchange programme to the USA under the auspices of the Mennonite 

Central Committee - atradttional peace church. I was away from August 1984 - 

July 19G5.

j On inv return I immediately established contact with the ECC branch in Johannesburg - 

A There were many new faces and a whole lot more enthusiastic people than I had 

y expected. This high level of energy and creativity has remained crucial in ECC's 

J: ongoing work. In September of 1985, ECC embarked on the "troops out of the 

 ̂ Townships" campaign - my first involvement in a major national campaign of ECC - 

and since then it has not stopped. I believe that the activities of the ECC have

* contributed to the development of an anti-war culture and consciousness in the
*

j white coriwiunity ; with traditional political events such as public meetinqs being 

i compleuented by innovatice creative actions such as fun runs, fairs and building 

#* sandcastles.

At present I ara employed by FCC as the National Secretary, as from January 1987.

The work has been demanding and time-consuminq but varied and incredibly excitinq.



It is a job that is filled with tension - needinq to meet deadlines, meetino 

under secure tondHions, bit mostly because of the lifestyle that I have been 

required to adopi under th« State of Emergency conditions.

it neans getting to Kv> whc'e all the best public telephones are in and around 

Johannesburg - those that work and do not usually have long queuesi For security 

reasons I do not hav« a phone at mv home and am hesitant to use more easily 

accessible phones (such as an office or a friend's home) as one can never be 

certain which prunes sre being monitored.
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Ihe casual yet constant look in the rearview mirror of my car becomes an automatic 

reflex when going home. Taking stringent security precautions becomes essential 

for one's own survival and that of '.he organisation in the Dresent hostile and 

repressive envirowient. Not only does one have to do that in protection against 

the actions of the Security Police but there is always the threat of right wing 

attacks. Abusive phone calls, pate mail, tampering wit* motor vehicles - these

are all common threats experienced by myself ani other ECC members.
if; • / ; * *

^no ner infringement on my per-sonal lifestyle is keeping my home a well kept 

| secret. So I cannot have the pleasure of unexpected visits by friends. On the 

other hand, one of the positive elements is that I can decide whom I want to visit 

. me. This lifestyle can be lonely but because of the conditions under which we all

■ work dnd l1ve* 3 spirit of community develops quickly and intensely. The support, 

warmth and care of friends and co-wurkers sustains and renews me.

I .

r -

(I The threat ol detention is real. Since the State of Emergency was declared,

(, over 60 of our members have been detained between periods of a few hours to 8 

' months,, although no-one has been charged. 3ut again this is something which most 

activists have to come to terms with - one could liqhtly call it an "occupational 

hazard if it wasn't such a stnous violation of the universal right, of the

individual's freedom of conscience.
if-: ■
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! m  sure that there are many readers asking “but why does she continue to take 

. these risks and withstand living under these conditions - all this just for a set'

; of principles?" It's a question I often have to ask myself. The answers are not 

always clear but they are consistent - I want to be a voice on the side of 

, justice in this country.
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E n d  C o n s c r i p t i o n  C a m p a i g n  
c / o  r o o m  432 
K h o t s o  H o u s e  
42 De V i l l i e r s  S t r e e t  
J O H A N N E S B U R G  2001

D e a r  Sir, t

The p u b l i c  d e b a t e  in J o h a n n e s b u r g  o n  5 J u n e  b e t w e e n  D r  D a v i d  

W e b s t e r  a n d  D r  V a n  Zyl S l a b b e r t  i n v o l v e d  a g e n e r a l l y  c o n s t r u c t 

ive d i s c u s s i o n  a r o u n d  the e n d i n g  o f  c o n s c r i p t i o n .

, h o w e v e r ,  r e p o r t e d  the m e e t i n g  in a o n e - s i d e d  a n d  u n -  

c o n s t r u c t i v e  m a n n e r .

D r  W e b s t e r ' s  s p e e c h  w a s  b a r e l y  m e n t i o n e d  a n d  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  the 

m a j o r i t y  o f  the a u d i e n c e  s u p p o r t e d  t h e  E n d  C o n s c r i p t i o n  C a m p a i g n  

(ECC) w a s  n o t  m e n t i o n e d  at all. D r  S l a b b e r t ' s  w a s  r e p o r t e d  

f u l l y  a n d  h i s  r e m a r k  t h a t  the c a l l  to e n d  c o n s c r i p t i o n  is " d a n g e r 

o u s l y  n a i v e 5 r o m a n t i c ,  s i m p l i s t i c  a n d  c o u n t e r p r o d u c t i v e "  w a s  

g i v e n  p r o m i n e n c e .

T h e r e  are t h o u s a n d s  o f  w h i t e  m e n  w h o  a r e  c u r r e n t l y  c o n f r o n t e d  

w i t h  an a g o n i s i n g  c h o i c e :  to b e  d e p l o y e d  in t h e  t o w n s h i p s ,  to 

go to jail f o r  s i x  y e a r s  f o r  r e f u s i n g  o n  m o r a l  g r o u n d s  to s e r v e  

in the army, o r  to l e a v e  S o u t h  A f r i c a  p e r m a n e n t l y .  T h e s e  

y o u n g  men, f i l l e d  w i t h  h o r r o r  at the i m m e d i a t e  p r o s p e c t  of t a k i n g  

up a r m s  a g a i n s t  f e l l o w  S o u t h  A f r i c a n s ,  w o u l d  n o t  r e g a r d  the 

ca l l  to e n d  c o n s c r i p t i o n  as " r o m a n t i c "  o r  " s i m p l i s t i c " .



T h e  c a l l  to e n d  c o n s c r i p t i o n  h a s  b e e n  m a d e  b y  D r  B e y e r s  N a u d e , 

A r c h b i s h o p  H u r l e y ,  D r  A l l a n  B o e s a k ,  B i s h o p  Tut u ,  M o l l y  B l a c k 

b u r n ,  S i r  R i c h a r d  L u y t  a n d  S h e e n a  D u n c a n ,  It h a s  b e e n  m a d e  

b y  the C a t h o l i c  C h u r c h ,  P F P  Y o u t h ,  T h e  B l a c k  Sash, U D F  a n d  

the 4 0  g r o u p s  a f f i l i a t e d  to ECC.

T h e  i n v o l v e m e n t  o f  t h e s e  g r o u p s  a n d  i n d i v i d u a l s  in w o r k i n g  f o r  

p e a c e  h a s  o n l y  b e e n  p r o d u c t i v e -  it is a n  e x c i t i n g  d e v e l o p m e n t  

in the w h i t e  c o m m u n i t y  a n d  a c a u s e  f o r  h o p e .  T h e y  a r e  n o t  

m o t i v a t e d  b y  a n y  s i m p l i s t i c  n o t i o n s  b u t  b y  a p r o f o u n d  d e s i r e  

f o r  a j u s t  s o c i e t y .  T h e y  h a v e  d e m a n d e d ,  a n d  h e r e  D r  S l a b b e r t  

a g r e e s ,  t h a t  S A D F  t r o o p s  s h o u l d  b e  w i t h d r a w n  f r o m  A n g o l a ,

N a m i b i a  a n d  t h e  t o w n s h i p s .  U n t i l  t h i s  h a p p e n s  it is as r a t i o n 

al a n d  i m p o r t a n t  to d e m a n d  a n  i m m e d i a t e  e n d  to c o n s c r i p t i o n .

It m a k e s  as l i t t l e  s e n s e  to c a l l  f o r  c o n s c r i p t i o n  to b e  p h a s e d  

out, a s  D r  S l a b b e r t  s u g g e s t e d ,  as it w o u l d  to d e m a n d  t h a t  d e t 

e n t i o n s ,  f o r c e d  r e m o v a l s  a n d  i n f l u x  c o n t r o l  b e  p h a s e d  o u t  r a t h e r  

t h a n  e n d e d  at onc e .

D e s p i t e  the d i f f e r e n c e s  b e t w e e n  the E C C  a n d  t h e  PFP, t h e r e  is 

n o  r e a s o n  f o r  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  b e t w e e n  t h e  t w o  to b e  a n t a g o n 

i s tic. O u r  p o s i t i o n  o n  c o n s c r i p t i o n  a n d  t h a t  o f  t h e  PFP, 

a l t h o u g h  d i f f e r e n t  a n d  m o t i v a t e d  f o r  d i f f e r e n t  r e a s o n s ,  o u g h t  

to s t r e n g t h e n  o n e  a n o t h e r  a n d  t h e  m a s s  o p p o s i t i o n  to c o n s c r i p t i o n .

Y o u r s  f a i t h f u l l y

L A U R I E  N A T H A N
E C C  N A T I O N A L  O R G A N I S E R
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. , ' A  c r  n C s K S ^  “b

>-V -
< C x s W ^ £ >  ^ N f l O A ^ T  • S W v  u A  

Y \ p r :  u v  ^  o . a k \  " j . ;  ^  W C l
< L A i t f i d ^  u A  j z > A  ' P V  " I W -

4 : a  ■ r ' T ^ ^ F ^ ' '  ^

T W  4

4^>>

- V  D  t  o  a c L K

twV

V> \ ” '  i  \ 4 - v  s '> u  y
vf>« : ^ ' v x J ' K L  • <£jrs ' y & ' * ‘J z .

s..In^ -

f ^ £ u 3 ,  

b & X W x i -  / c

vv\ £ X 73 4 “ /4 _ v j i l o i > v i » s W .

r s ^  L _  A -  ' O

' t V  u J k d i p j i



■ q o  T * i N o >  3 J>~y  ^  < x  ' -  <5 v o - v x ^ -

V K  < x _  Q  _ j 4 -  Q ~ . '  \ 6  - - < - ^ » ^ \ \  l - V

_ W ) ^ S i s X  V n o ^ P * ^ 5 ^

> \ o A J  \ \ a ^ . \ S M L -  j I p ^ a ^ V v A O l  " \ j W  ^ - .  , K $ >

b ^ r v < \ ~  C ^ b  . •': P ' ^ ' . ; ^ .  < 3 ^ C C O  ̂ ~

f a t a  t u \ C ~ . V  o V s  V r .  v > y i  V , ' + K i

b W v  v t y « -  f - i V f c f -  ^

. ' 5  A K b .  I j v '  t " A > A  -

t —

■ V c s > ,  \jVj\)0 Q h ^ ^ -  . X 5 ^ -

■ t ~c/ i\  A r ^ i i A ^ / O L N K T l  X I K C V '  . V  - ijo \
,̂\j>j2 J ^ V  C ^ c a X, V j V l ^\ A J ^ ~

_ * *  - m ^

e ^ \ W _ £ ' K J> 

U v X £ > S ^ \ Q \ V j \  \ ,

( ^ - J s

X T  ^  ' < ^ - , \ c s c i  

^ ^ e - 6 -* ^ j u  ■



W x ;  T - ^ o O \ j \  ^ v j s ^ y  ( 3 ^ ^ V  J L >  ̂ ^ M T i

' t > v > j  J u  j D ^ \ g ^ o ^  V > ' ^ \ > - C 5 ^ y 2 ;_ ^  \ W i ) ^  -\A' 

c ^ r ^ x  . J L \ j \  N ' ^ V c  \

1 U  • j ^ c v _  x N jO v Q C S o  x  ^  V J p t

y U  o 5 - g V  \ ) ^ ^ \ ' M ^ v ^ x \ ^ \ n ^

O x v i - A J'*■ ~ i \ & \  v s . >  r v ^ - c v X  L  V ,  C v . * . ^  _,

o ^ ~ < p t e  ̂  t  t f c c v  *

' O O T ^ A v v ^  W ° \  ' ' ' t f c i _

^  C >  < Q J v C - A  c x W ^ p K

, _•*.}, J V ~ ^ K ^  s A a  • ~ ^ —

' \ v X  s -. u  v; » < p v ^  . : ; >  a ^ v V s I ^ C t  v £ ^

c Sl K K N -

c ^ j ~'

C _ C -  - ' a a n & s l V '  ^ O C T r * ^  .

A > \  ' \ • r



___ _____ ,^JV t V  < \ M < _  ^ W A "

* ' X j  ^ 0 ^ . 0 -  . c v ^ s ? ^ c K  j  A 1 ) J ^ .  v £ X V N \ \ ,  V  

\ \ V  v  V  . v > - ' ' ' ^ K V O  X  c s ^ ' - N  \ \ v j ^ _  . y j ^
\  - '  \  

' ^ - ' f \ - ' '  - ^ - K - ' A .  -  u . . '  * _  tK -> o ^  \ y V ^ :

C v N ' ' J^ - %  -î * \  v'

<y*~ W < 5

' W ' ' ^ —  C X 9 _ ^ - \ C 5 V )

'A '
V ^ J a

' A v

v v ^ v

- X l _ _  A ^ v J ^ Q t )— -------  _ X _ _  —  - - - . ^ -  > ^  V * —

^ _ j j y v o > X ^  i  ( w v \  v v \  _ v'w\|/ c ^ V ^ i l r f

O ^ U .  _  \i vC f 5 \ >  v -.i>v>. \ 0 L ^ p V \ ' ' / O ~  ' 1

C - o o A  \ J J - _  r V J v  r<C»,

-  \ W



ID: E C C S T A T  PG: ED; DA; PUBsCT
BY; M O O B I E 5 2 7/1C,IBtSO V E R ;00 H J : LH; Wit
PO: M 0 0 D I E ; 2 7 / 10,16:50 QU: MOODIE-CT ST: MSG:

Staff Reporter
THE facts ccnts.nec in the Rapport article are fallacious and amount to libel. 
The ECC is considering legal action. A series of comments are falsely 
attrib u t e d  to "he ECC. This is a traditions' corservative scare tactic.

It is time to stop that they stopped making excuses for the govt and 
finding scapegoats. The articles create a -alss web of intrigue around ECC. 
They are disrespectful of the deeply held feelings of 1 QQO's of SAs to end 
conccriptior and not to be forced to participate in a defence force that is 
de f e nding apartheid.

Wh a te ver our oppone n e n t s  might say it :s precisely because of this mood 
that the ECC ~ias grown immensely over the last year.
David Shana er press o-ficer for ECC.
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