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I have to thank those mem wrs oi the Select Committed;
and others \vh® rendered me help when drawing up the
draft for them* -l*had to | ,t mgether as far as possible
then common views an$k < emulate into documentory
form what meet w j*t& rapt'<>#1 of many. It isunwise
to mention namesgbut | feel ' meat trespass, without any
desire to discount the work' <Lother members 1| crave
indulgence to place on record tire invaluable assistance
4Xdrlered me by Mr. E. Tshcxcwana of the Transkei and
Mr. B. Nxumalo of Swaziland, 1° of whose suggestions”®
contributed very largely to th: ulk of this work, because
of the resourcefulness and the wen insight they exhibited
in the constructive plan and thr completion of the whole
document. 1 also acknowic a debt of gratitude to Mr.
J. T. Gumede of Natal for us ues and the loan of his }
Palgrave’s Book on Parliam dary Practice, on vvhich the
last Chapter on Standing Ciders in this Constitution is
largely based.

Naturally 1 have had to d a great deal of inviting and
had to perform thankless dm ,wry work entailing much
physical and menial strain: mt 1owe all encouragement
and accomplishment of that Gu to my clerk Mr. R V.
Selope-T hema to whose untiring zeal self-sacrifice and
thanks are especially due. \V d nil him this Constitution
would never have been complex**t lie did all the typing
uf tic* voluminous correspondence that had to be done and
the numerous copies of let; m uj the drafts that h-'id to J
be supplied to members and ion members of the Select
Committee. AH which invch u much work and extral
time outside our office hours, but Mr Thema did tliis work
whole-heartedly and ungrudgingly at the risk of physical
break down.

The members of the Seleci Committee were

Natal:—!I. T Gumede, JT . 9, W W. Ndhlovu,
(Vryheid) ;
Cape —Rev. E. P B Koti, Queenstown, now Harding),
and Dr. W. B. Ruou«ana, (East London) ;
O.F.S. —J B Twayi, vice'! M. Mapikela,(Bloemfontein)
and Rev A P. Pico, (Kroonstad);
Transvaal D. S. Letank" Johannesburg) and S M
Makgatho, (Pretoria)
Swaziland :-B  Nxumalo. emersdorp) ;
Transkei E. Tshongwana iLusikisiki’', and R W. j
Msimang, the Ch u* nan of the Committee.
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In planing iorlli this English edition of the Constitution
ldesire to explain that t< resolution under which this
work was do e, directed that this Constitution le printed
and publishe d in two edit oas of the vernacular Under the
same resolution, the NaHohiu Congress voted a certain sum
for the purpose of the Const ‘ution ; but for some reason,
this sum lias not been obtainable for this necessary expen-
diture. As soon as adequate funds are provided, these two
editions will be printed and published as directed.

R \WV M.

:84 Michaelmas 1919,

%_,

Court Chambers.
Johannesburg.



TH TONSTITUTION

o im- . [

SOUTH AFRICAN jfFATIVE NATIONAL
CONGrFrSSS.

l. WHEREAS there exist! ;in the Provinces of the Pinion
of South Afrlieet several small ,a< independent Associations,
Organisations or Vigilant Co maPees each one estaolished
lor the purpose of advancing, T>oserving and considering
nterests within its own Riba Ol local I i m it s itfi. ’j%

2. AND WHEREAS the subjects and’problems with
which the said free spontane< is and independent Associa-

tions, Organisations or Vigil  te Trim.itfees had toiconsider
and deal, were essentially of; rest to and affected
the whole. Bantu peot

T AND WHER1 - .lork of tlie' aforemen
tioned' bodies was by .the apparent
indifference Ignoffai k5 llcdR)peration between

.ta? M-another;

¢ AND WHEREAS then 'mAmexisted in some .of fhe n
Protectorates and Territories in.South AfricafArTaffl’hbcliese
'‘or Councils each constituted to cemsider and deal with t! e
subjects and problems within iff- owg tribal and local limbs
and no further ;" . '

0. AND WHEREAS ther< a*£l at Bloemfontein Ol 1
on the Nth day of January lyTjjT.ertain Chiefs, delegates and
other leading men in'all representing the said Tei ritbries,
Protectorates, the Provinces and also the aioresaid ho lies,
throughout South Africa ; AE-fAthe said meeting, ipe*ecand
then, resolved that it was expedient and desirable that a
well-digested and accepted u«J;:ve opinion should be ascer-
tainable by the Government tfpd other constituted Authori-
ties with respect to the natpre problem in all its \arsons-
phases and ramifications. Aid it was then further resolved
to invite all the aforementionlt! Associations, Organisation's
or Vigilant Committees and Councils to unite together and
form, as affiliated bodies, a iflhcm.tion of one Pan-Afri< an
Association the name, thereof to be “THE SO' TM
AFRICAN maasm NATh'N \E Cf>XGRfc8S *W herein-
alter in these recitals.ealled !'it National.Cougmss'A add
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to be composed anti consist of two sections or Houses—to wit,
one section then to be known as the Upper House and the
other the Lower Ilouse :

it. AND WHEREAS*'tui Extraordinary Meeting of the

Executive Committee of Abe National Congress was held at

loemfontein on the J-sH ~ay of August 1914 wherein (inter-
alia) the draft Constiujl on of both the said Houses was

considered, amended, read and confirMetl and_was declared,
thenceforth to be the Constitution of the National CongrossJl
its Rules, Regulation and Bye-laws in the manner and all

respects as therein con, m ed and provided :

7. AND WHEREAS by a Resolution passed and agreed

y* upon in the fourth ann.ua meeting of the National Congress

held at KroonstadACAE.. . on the 3rd day of August 1915
convened, (inter aba. to consider the amendment of the
Constitution of the National Congress. After declaring

a tj **that the said meetin wa not satisfied with the then existing

i Constitution of thelNatio il i ongress in that it did not cpn-
+ tain adequate, uovisions necessary to safeguard*
the material i : National Organisation-had more
o particularly ir merrtioned. It was thereby
resolved, inte nent of the. Constitution
,be referred b nmittee of ten members
be appointee ‘oposed amendments and :
< either to prepare amendments, gc to revise
same or draft a; fresh And the Select 'CTfinyr*" J
tee to present its re,n7)rtTyereon to the Executive Committ.
11 of the National Caagfluss-;

8. AND WHERE)AS the Executive Committee of the
National Congress met oh the 2nd day of August 1918 at
Bloemfontein to recewre .he report of the Select Committee
embodying the revisefy-eonstitution of the National Con-
gress when in the said) meeting the Constitution was read
and discussed clause by'tdause, when certain alterations
and amendments vvaVr’inde, and the same as altered and
amended was adopted aild agreed upon;

y ft. AND WHEREAS it is intended and it is' hereby

declared that the National Congress be made a corporat
body to exist as such in perpetuity by the Registration o
the Constitution hereof and in pursuance thereto the
President and the General Secretary being the executive
officers of the National <ongress shall sign and execute
the constitution here 4nF behalf of the National (‘ongress



and that no other authority for the execution thereof
shall be required and.fiiese presents to be called “The
Constitution of the liranTi African N ation at
Congress.”

CHAPTER 1L g

Interpretation of Terms.
D*t

10. Throughout this constitution, if not inconsistent with
the context:—

“ Association” shall mean the incorporated bodt- known
as the “South African Nafi&s.National Congress”

“National Congress”shall mean the Annual Meeting
of and including the South African Native National Con-
gressas an Association.

“*ConferfttanPfe shall include any ordinary. apecisJ,
extraordinSS”®  annual a eetinsr of the Nattonal-"B. Pro-
vincial Congress and Brfin> hand hny Committee Meeting.

“President ” shall mean the President of the National
Congress and no other with full discretionary and executive
powers as such, under this constitution.

“ Chairman ” shall uix~« the Speaker. Deputy-speaker.
President of the Provincial Congress, Vice-C hairman and
other person nolding otpresiding in a meeting or in a Com-
mittee held under these presents.

“ Officer ” shall mean any'person holding an office or a
member of the Committee as well asthe Committee as a
body under these presents.

“Chief” shall not include a Headman or Induna. but
shall mean one ruling over ,r tribe or tribes.

Shalt
flat, 1ERJ&y
ik i~

/e
*

11. The Principal Office of the Association shall,

he situated within the Union <f South Africa.

1* The objects for winch the Association is estab- k

lished are .—

(1) To form a nationac-,igilant Association and a
deliberative Assembly or Council, without legis-
lative pretentious;

(*2 To unite, absorb, consolidate and preserve

it <>ii]i:(*Ts.
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(8)

HE&E

> J
T*+**S L*A*r/\ i**_,,
N <7 N

under its aegis existing political*and educa-
tional Associations, Vvigilance Committees and
other public and private bodies whose aims
are the promotion and safeguarding of the
interests of the aboriginal races ;

j To be medium of expression of representative
opinion and tA- formujate. a.-standard policy- on
Native Affairs for tb e benefit and guidance pf
tne Ajliion/Go”'crticaent and Parliament ; '
To educate,- Parliament, and Provincial Coun-
.cils, Municipalities, other bodies and the public
generally regarding .the requirements and
jfspirations of the'KS'f&'ie people ; and to enlist
the sympathy and support of such European
Societies, leagues or Unions as might be willing
to espouse the cause of right and fair treatment
of coloured races™”"-

To educate the Hantu people on their rights.

wul,

duties and obligations to the c¢*' ~ things as
themselves individuall"J!C\(/’ fo do atU She aug Uraent

top ro m o te condaci them *
. ran
j«ts & &MY

afe, abo"ei ' ~» and to
common action as one

_,..icaf people all tribes and clans of various
tribes or races and by means of combined effort
and united pofmeal organisation to defend
their freedom, rights and privileges ;

To discourage and contend against racialism
and tribal feuds or to secure the elimination of
racialism and tribal feuds ; jealousy and petty
quarrels by economic combination, education,
goodwill and by-other means;

To recommend, propose and lay before the
Government and Parliament for consideration

—and adoption”~lalys for the benefit and protec-

tion of tliejyttigc races; And also to watch

[~'liills introduced in Parliament for proposed

tZieh



Association of any public useful object or
the payment in good faith of reasonable a«d
proper remuneration to an}' officer or servant
of the Association or any of its members or
other person in return for services actually
rendered to the Association; nor be deemed to
prevent the making of a gratuity or honorarium
to its officer, servant or member or any other
person for special, services rendered to the
Association voluntarily or otherwise.

CHAPTER TV:

Methods or Modus Operandi S~

13 The work of the Assocmfri

and advanced (a) by means ofjresolutions, protest and
constitutional awd* propaganda; by deputa-
tations and other forms of representations; by holding
enquiries and the investigation of grievances and
other matters; and bypassive action or continued
movement; (b) by means of education, lectures and
distribution of literature on the objects of the Asso-
ciation; (c) by means of united action and Itrhen tirrtt-
Ilg rifje for this method to secure the election to all
legislative and *administrative bodies of candidates,
who shall form a group of members and shall
primarily stand and promote the interests of the
Association so far as it is practicable and expedient,
without identifying themselves with any political
party or section. Such”candidates to be under the
control of the Association.

CHAPTER V:
Constitution and (Anyehnmext of the Association.

15 The Association shall consist of and be con-
stituted as follows:—
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fad The Provincial*CongresseS;
District and Local Branches ;

(¢) Agricultural and Educational Societies;

(d) Industrialjand Economical Unions; and

() any other bodies formed for such speci-
fic purposes as are closely allied with the objects
of the Association, may with the approval of the
Executive Committee attach themselves to the
Association, and be represented in its annual
meetings or join*. the Association under and
subject to the provisions of these presents.

10 The Territories and Protectorates shall be
witlrtp the pale of the Association and shall be repre-
sented at its annual meetings by the Chiefs or their
nominees and with such*representation and no other
they shall be deemed to be incorporated with the
Association.

17 The existing Provincial® Congresses and ftT?
District and local bt'afftches and all other organisa-
tions hitherto forming part of or under the pale of
the Association shall each and every one of them
hereafter be deemed to be the branches of the Asso-
ciation and shall hereinafter be governed by and be
subject to the provisions of these presents and no other.

NATIONAL CONGRESS. o
0
IS The government and management of all anS
singularof*the Association shall west in a
governing body called the “Annu'al Meeting r£ the.
South African Native National Congress* (hereinafter
referred to throughout in this constitution as “the Na-
tional Congress”)subject to and under the provisions j
of these presents.
19 The National Congress shall be composed of:— /
a) The hereditary Kings, Princes and Chiefs;
(b) The Elected Representatives of the Terri-
tories and the Protectorates;
(c) The Executive Committee,
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Official Delegates of the Provincial Coj#£
g r999Cs;

Delegates representing certain  bodies
allied with and under the aegis of the
Association; -

20 The National Congress shall meet once each »
and every year during t-wryEaster Holidays at such,,
place or places as the Executive Committee shall
appoint.

21 A SPECIAL MEETING of the Association
may be held whenever the Executive Committee shall
think fitt AN EXTRAORDINARY MEETING of the
Association shall be called by the Executive Com-
mittee whenever a requisition in writing and in the
form of a resolution is made by not less than two
Provincial Chbftgresses.jand passed by two-thirds
majority of those present at each meeting; such requi-
sition to be signed by the Chairmen and Secretaries
of the said Congresses and lodged with the Secretary
of the National Congress 'stating fully the objects of
the meeting. Each Provincial Congress so making
the requisition shall on lodging same deposit with
the Treasurer of the National Congress the sum of
£20 for the purposes of the requisition.

22 The National Congress shall meet as aforesaid

to receive the Report of the Executive Committee,
the Treasurer’s accounts'and to transact any other
business which under these presents may be trans-
acted by the National Cqrigress. AND the business
of the National Congress may be adjourned to any
day that may be appointed by the meeting or from
day to day.
J 23. All business transacted at the Special and Extraordi-
nary meetings of the Association shall be deemed “ Special ”
or *“extraordinary” as the case may be. And all that is
transacted at an annual meeting of the Association shall also
be deemed “special” with the exception of the report of
the Executive Committee, Statement of Account and elec-
tion of Officers.
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24. No meeting of the National Congress (including
a special as well as extraordinary) shall be held or be con-
sidered constitutional under these presents unless at least 25
ordinary delegates shall have answered the roll ; And no
decisionresolution ormatterwhntso( verof such meetingshall
be valid and binding in any maoner howsoever unless at least
20 ordinary delegates shall have been present and voted in
such meeting.

25. The National Congress shall be the supreme authority
of the Association and the final tribunal for all appeals
matters and things submitted for its decision under this con-
stitution. And in the meetings of the Association and in all
matters in question, the act of the majority in number
assembled as aforesaid shall be had, taken and be accepted
as the act of the whole meeting and be binding on the
Association and its constituents and all and singular its
members to all intents and purposes and construction
whatsoever.

26. All the decisions, resolutions, orders and work of the
National Congress shall bx¢ administered by and through
the Executive Committee who are by these presents appoint-
ed general agents of the Association and invested with all
the necessary powers as sucn for direction and control, sub
ject always to the approval and confirmation of the Na-
tional Congress as hereinaf er provided.

CHIEFS.

27. All Kings, Princes, Paramount Chiefs and Chiefs by
heritage and other persons of royal blood in the'direct line
of succession among the various tribes of tjre JBantu races
inSojuUjlAfrica (hereinafter all referred to as" ' (“niefs ”)
shaufiave the right to ad. ml the meetings of the Associa-
tion either in person or by representation

) 28. They shall be allowed the distinction of Honararn
PiJht X v ice-Presideatshit) ofthe National Congressandthosepresent
snail HTcTeemecTto represent their districts and places under

their rule or control respectively.

29 In any of the meetings of the Association, Chiefs shall
be assigned a separate place of honour and respect They
shall also have precedence in reference to all rights audience.

30. Whenever in the meeting there shall arise a matter
which in its nature and purport affects* the interests of all
or any one or more of the Chiefs or their places, the matter
in question shall be refetfe<i to the Chiefs themselves and
they shall be allowed a separate session for conside ation
thereof and whose decision shall be final on anv such matte
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31. No motion, resolution or decision of any of the
branches of the Association, either in the Provinces or in
the Territories, which in the opinion of the President for
time being, is hostile to 'the m erests of the Chiefs and
people or in direct conflict’with the expressed desire of the
majority of the Chiefs shall be considered valid and opera-
tive.

32. Every Chief in the Territory affected thereby as in
the preceding clause mentioned may appeal through the
Elected Representative (hereinafter referred to) direct to
the President of the National Congress to contravene
thereon as hereinbefore provided -

38. If any such motion or decision arise within Provinces
the Chief therein affected as afforesaid, shall have the right
to appeal to the Ch-eirman of th? provincial Congre” for
intervention thereon, subject to uiie confirmaTTon oi the
President.

34. AIl disputes between Chiefs, upon being reported
to the President, shall be referred Po arbitrators In that
Province or Territory nominate :.?2»wthe President through
and by the advice of the Chairman of the Province or
Elected Representative of the Territory (as the case might
be). The said arbitration :shall m all and' every case be
conducted under the direction of the Chairman or Elected
Representative the sum of ter,pounds or give adequate
security thereof for the purposes of* he Arbitration. And the
"party wltS'an the day of arbitration has failed to deposit the
said sum or to give security thereof, shall not be heard in the
enquiry and for all purposes th re ® he shall be treated as a
person in default.

'36. Any party dissatisfied v.-i-th'the award may request
the Chairman of the Provincial Congress to refer'the matter
for review in the ensuing'iheetii'ygvof the*Nati'‘pn‘al Congress
by a Council of Chiefs in whichReview at least ten Chiefs
shall be present The party so a mealing shall deposit with
the chairman thereof a further sum' of £20 for the said
m'purpose. Tile decision of 'the : Council shall at the
absolute discretion of the Exe dive Committee be final.
Any dispute between the Chief and any of his people, upon
being referred to the National; Congress for arbitration,
;he Chairman of the Province 1 Coimreyifshall appoint a
Hoard of Arbitrators consist;*ly o; tntree men And for all
purposes of this provision, clans ?. 43,-44, and 45 hereof shall
apply in all respects.

-jf'm

37. Whenever there is a separate session of Chiefs as

hereinbefore provided, the President or nis deputy shaw

oif
o7

W

/ a
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preside. All the members of the Executive Committee and
including the Elected Representatives of the Territories
shallsa right to sit and therein except that in all matters of

despute between the Chief and Chief they shall have no
right to vote.

38. In each Territory there shall be appointed by the
President at the nomination and approval of the Head Chief
a representative of the National Congress in that Territory.
His duties shall be to receive all notices and edicts and
matters of the National Congress and communicate same
to that Territory through the recognised channels. And
shall also receive collect and transmit all matters and things
therein to the Presidents He shall hold his position under
the direction and control of the President and shall be the
Official Representative in all meetings of the Association.

39. Each Territory through its Chief Ruler shall con-
tribute to the funds of the Association a fixed sum And
every district of the Chief within the Province shall con-
tribute through its ruler, a sum not exceeding £50 per annum
according to the size and proportion of the district. A
special session of the Chiefs during the sitting of the
National Congress shall determine the amount to be con-
tributed by each district*thereof within the extent aforesaid,
with the advice of the Executive Comrriftee.

40 All monies of whatever nature or purpo:
for the Association from and contributed by the”n'erritories
shall be paid to the Senier Treasurerofthe National Congsess.
Also all monies of similar description from and contributed

- by district of Chiefs within the Provinces shall be paid ta

i* . the"Treasurer of the Ifiovinckyl Congress,,who shall pay over

, m to the General Treasurejvpnc third thereof

r - if-**41. All Chiefs shall be ex-officio members of the
Association with tfoe right to attend and speak in
all its meetings whenever and whensoever.

42. Chiefs within the Provinces shall be Hono-
rary Vice-Chairmen in all districts and local branches
and be delegates f” thetir districts in the meetings of
the Provincial Congressl w*ith a separate place of
honour and a right of' preference to audience. Each

shall pay an honorary 'membership fee to the Associa-
tion of one guinea.

43. In every district of a chief within the Province
with the approval of himself there shall be appointed
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an official representing the interests of the Associa-

tion under the control and direction of the Chairman

of the Provincial Conpjgg”and through whom all the

affairs of the Association shall be made known to the

Chief and his district. He shall attend all the meet-

r*« t ings of the Provincial Conpress and be ex-officio

member of its Executive Committee. All reports,

grievances, notices etc to and from and affectiug the

district shall be made through him and the Chair-

&t~ Cman of the Provincial Congrg”. He shall be de-
signated the “District Agent” of the Association.

44, The District Agent shall attend the meetings
held by the chief in his district and read all notices
etc from the Chairman of the Provincial Congress-;.
and generally report the result thereof. He shall
attend the meetings and Committees of the Provincial

&r £°3fiE&3? at the expense of his district.

45. For the purposes of these presents, the under-
mentioned places, are hereby declared to be the Terri-
tories for the time being viz:—(1) Basutoland, (2)
Swaziland, (3) British Bechuanaland and (4) Bechua-
naland. Vy I, & V> o (> * °f]] 4%,

40. The National Congress (through the Execu-
tive Committee,) shall define, declare, demarcate and
subdivide the Territories, Provinces, Divisions, Dis-
tricts and Branches and shall also from time to time
create new ones with demarcations or subdivisions
and form associations “herein and appoint officers or
representatives thereon™ under control of the: Associa-
tion. Fhe Transkeiam Territories with the existing
boundaries are hereby declared a Province and to have
a Congress constituted in all respect and with powers
and functions of a Provincial Congressj[within the
meaning of Chapter VI1of these presents.

ATTACHED BODIES.

47. It shall be competent and lawful foranv
independent body to attach itself to or join the
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Association under such conditions as the Executive
Committee shall approve. Any new body desiring to
join or affiliate in the Association, shall make appli-
cation thereof as near as possible in the form in fhe
schedule hereto marked “A. i

48. Upon the approval of the application of a new
body it shall be entitled to receive all notices etc of
the Association subject to the constitution hereof;
and shall also be entitled to send to the meetings of
the Association delegates the number whereof to be
determined by the Executive Committee in every
instance (mutatis mutandis.)

49. It shall be the duty of the National
Congress and its branches to foster and enlist the
sympathy and practical support of the ministers

."of religion and their denominations either individualey
or collectively, by such wavs and means as the
Executive Committee shall deem expedient and

practicable.
* CHAPTER VI:
(A) Provincial Congress. fit
7- 50. In each of the four provinces of the Union of

4 443°uth Africa, to wit, Natal, Orange Free State, & £ «

% ~Transvaal and Cape Province, there shall be a Con-

gress to be held once in every year on the first Mon-

day in August at such places within the province.as

shall be appointed. Iy

51. The said Congress (hereinafter called the Pro

1 *virf?ial Congress”) shall be called by the name hither

to accustomedTo be called in each Province, namely.

“THE NATAL TvTOVX~ UNLESS” in Natal,
THE ORANGE FREE bTATE

GRpSS’b in the Orange Free State, and “THE

TRANSVAAL WrOHtfts. CONGRESS" in the Trans-

val, “THE CAPE S O T i /CONGRESS” in the

Cape Province and the TRANSKEIAN NAOTYE

CONGRESS in the Transkei and shall be

VI, yIfl.
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presided over by the PjfsideajL (hereinafter referred to
as the Chairman of the Province.) ft

52. The said Provincial Congress”shall be com-
posed of the Chiefs, delegates and officers of the Con-
gress within the Province and such other special

delegates as may be approved, £r
53. The Chairman of the Province”shall be elect-
ed by the Provincial and be the representa-

tive official of the National Congress in the Province
acting under the direction of the President for
the time being. He shall have a seat in the Executive
Committee of the National Congress. There shall
also be a vice-chairman, a Secretary and a Treasury
each elected by the Provincial Congress-

54. There shall be a Committee of the said <€0*1*
gresf consisting of (1) thefchairman, vice-chairman,
the secretary, treasurer and the districts agents, The
quorum shall be five and shall meet at least once a
quarter. ”

55. The Provincial Cofc?giifizs shall work and
control all the affairs of the Association within the
Province and shall carry on- .nd conduct all the orga”
nisation therein and to e>ercise all powers ‘and
functions delegated to it for execution, subject how-
ever in all and everything and particular to the
supreme authority of the National Congress
and the provisions of these presents.

56. Subject as hereinafter provided in the Rules
and Order of Procedure, t>T Provincial Congress
shall consider (1) the financial statement. (2) report
of the chairman iincluding any communication
from the President (3) report of the district
agents, (4) election of official representatives in the
National Congress, (5) consider any special recom-
mendation or report to be sent to the National Con-
gress with or without reference to any report or
resolution adopted or having been referred thereto
by the National Congress, (Q) discusion'cff any matter
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specially affecting the Province and for report to the
National Congress, (7) the division and subdivision of
of any district or districts for the purposes of
organisation etc and the boundaries thereof,

57 The Provincial Congress are, subject to the
rights of the National CongressTnerebv empowered to
institute in their official capacity any enquiry or
investigation they may deem expedient, within the
Province, whether affecting an officer, delegate,
member, branch or district and to settle byarbitra
tion or otherwise any dispute or matter whatsoever
arising within the Province.

58. The Chairman in conjuncion with the Com-
mittee, shall obey and be responsibly to the National
Congress for the execution of all its resolutions and .
orders etc, by and through the President in so far as
the province is concerned :

(@) And the Chairman shall convene the Provin-
IH* .facial (  gre”g by not less than 4 weeks’ notice
i 10 in the newspapers or by circular addressed to

all the branches and district agents ;

(b) Shall appoinl'the time and place of meeting
and preside over the meetings ;

(c) Is the ex-officio chairman of all the district
and branch committees and also of any
special Committee in the Province.

(d) Is responsible to the National Congress for
the maintenance of order and discipline and
also for the organisation within the Province.

Provided that, as to the appointment of place of
the next meeting of the Provincial Congress, the
decisionTIf the Committee shall be followed ; And
that any district or place shall be at liberty to invite
the next Provincial Cpnpress to a place within its
district. —-

The bxfsting constitutions of or the Rules apd
Regulations hitherto governing the respective fSa***,
Provincial! Congresses, in so far as they (and each of
them) are consistent with these presents, shall be deemed

n

7 )
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and be construed to be part and parcel of andJn
addition to these presents but hot otherwise.

60. Every district or branch within the Province
shall be entitled to send a delegate to the Provincia
Congress ; And any body or bodies attached to the
Association may send a delegate approved by the
chairman of the Provincial Con*mgs with the advice
of the Committee.

61. No meeting of the Provincial Congers shall ftnr.k**_El

be held and no act or matter of the said mee”mg shall
be valid and binding for any purpose whatsoever,
unless at least ten ordinary-delegates shall have been
present and voted in the said meeting. And the
chairman of the Province shall in that event dismiss
the meeting or adjourn i until required the number of
delegates shall be present , » A ¥

62. It shall be the duty of the Chairman of the
Provincial Congress to at least once a rear visit the »
Chiefs withfn"the Province in the interests and objects
of the Association and to report to the Chief Execu-
tive the result of his tour from time to time. He
shall also visit and inspect the work of the District
Agents, District Committees and branches throughout
the Province and give his report thereon to the meeting (K
of the Provincial Congress in the Annual Meeting and
such a=report as dealt with and adopted in the meeting
shall be sent to the National Congress, after which
it shall be the property of the Association

G3. The Chairman of the Province shall transmit
to the National Congress aV resolutions and decisons
and all matters whatsoever transacted by each meet-
ing. And anv resolution and petition intended to be
submitted before the Union Provincial Councils,
Municipal Councilsor otherlocal authority shall, when
passed in the meetings be submitted to the President
of the Provincial Congress,
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(B) DISTRICT BRANCHES.

64. The Provincial Congress shall control and
manage all district and focal branches (hereinafter
referred to as “the Branches”) within their respective
jurisdictions and shall form and create new Districts
or sub-divisions with branches or sub-branches there-
in with defined boundaries under their control and
management subject to the provisions of these
presents, when all the branches are met together in
the Province by representation such meeting shall be

fi ila_Hm-"n as the Provincial Congress. The Chairman

of the Province may declare'the"\Vitwatersrand Area
a district .with sub-branches and in that event it
shall have the right to elect eight delegates.

65. The branches shall consist of the members of
the Association who are ipso facto members of the
branches in which they have joined.

66. There shall be a meeting of the branch at
least once a quarter convened to consider their

. greivances and local affairs, enrolment of members,

matters for or from the Provincial Congress, the
election of officers and financ”~l matters.

67. No branch shall be formed or be deemed a
branch of the Association unless at least 25 ordinary
members shall have been enrolled. There shall be
one recognised branch of the Association in each
district, town or locality.

63. The branches shall elect their own officers
after every annual meeting of the NationalCbngress
The officers shall consist of the chairman’secretary
and treassurer and two other members of the branch
aTP~of whom shall form the Committee to manage
and control the affairs thereof. The said officers
shall be known as “local chairman,” “local secre-
tary,” and “local..,.,.-treasurer.” and “local com
mittee” respectively and are Hereinafter referred to as
such. The quorum of the local Committees shall be
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-three and shall as far as possible meet once every
month but in every case at least twice a quarter.

69. It shall be obligatory on the local chairman to
call the quarterly meeting of the branch and upon his
failure to do so, the Chairman, of the Province shall
have right to request the local chairman to resign.
Notices of the quarterly meeting shall be issued at
least one month before the date of the meeting.
Noticesof the special meeting at least two weeks before
the date of the meeting without prejudice to clause
75 hereunder contained.

70. No business of the branch shall be transacted
and be considered unless there shall be present at
least 15 ordinary members thereof and the local chair-
man shall either dissolve or adjourn the meeting until
a sufficient number shall be present.

71. 1t shall be the primary functions of the local.
Committee of the branch to enrol members, to collect/
membership fees and other monies and give accoungt
of same to the Provincial Treasurer as the case miglitS#
be, after having macte tT? report thereofto the branch, i-
Also to investigate and attend greivances and to*l
obtain redress thereof.

72. Each branch shall keep a (a) Register Book/ .
for enrolment of members, (b) ProperfBooks ofaccbuntV/##l(< /
and (¢) Minute Book for recording the proceedings Giri,
the meetings. And the local Secretary shall he th* y A -r*’
custodian thereof.

73. All the books of the local Association shal
be opened for inspection by any member of the local
branch at any time on appli®nion and upon payment
of a fee of one shilling. The Chairman of the Province
shall have the right to inspect all the books by himself
or his agent without the payment of a fee.

74. Copies of all resolutions and petitions which*!
are intended to lie submitted before any local aiitho-"""
rity within the Province or District shall be forwarded
to the chairman of the province for consideration and
dicision.
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7> It shall be lawful for the local chairman to

convene a special meeting of the branch or to hold a

~series of meetings for any matter which with the ad-

"sMyice of the local committee he may consider necessary

jJ f: dor consideration and to raise funds in connection
Atherewith without restriction...?

76. llie local chairman shall convene all the meet-
ings of the branch and shall also preside thereon. In
the absence of the local chairman one of the members
of the committee 'other than the secretarylshall take
the chair. PROVIDED always that in all places where
two or more .tribes ry' races are represented in the
branch there shall be elected one or more members
representative of the other tribes or races to be vie-
chairman or vice-chairmen who shall iffso f (to be
members of the local committee, and in the absence of
the local chairman therefor, the vice-chairman or one
of them shall take the chair..

77. The’local treasurer shall recieve and keen Jjr
the bank or safe custody all monies of the branch and
sfTaTl fender a stateTnent of account everv quarter.
No monies shall be paid out for any purposes what-
soever except by the sanction of the local committee.
He shall cause all monies receceived and paid out bv
him or on his behalf to be entered in proper books of
account as soon as possible after receipt and payment
respectiveljc

78 It shall be the duty of the local secretary to record
in the minute book all ihe proceedings of meeting
of the brandl to enrol members in the register, to
collect and receive merrfbership fees, contributions, fines,,
levies and charges and all other monies payable io the
branch for and on behalf ofthesAssociationand heshall pay to
the treasurer all moneys so received by him or on his behalf.
The local secretary shall issue and send out orders or notices

*  from the local chairman or the local committee, and shall
conduct all the correspondence and keep all documents
relating to the business of the branch  1‘RGY11)ED always
that all papers, letters, documents* boobs-and any other

matter whatsoever in the possession of the local secretary
are the property of the Association
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79 It is hereby declared and provided that the existing
'Magisterial Districts in the Provinces of the Union with
their boundaries shall for the purposes of these presents each
and all of them be the districts of the Association Each of
the said districts shnll have one branch of the Association
and it shall be lawful and competent to have sub-branches
within the District.

80 The branch shall have a head office in a suitable
piece within the district in which the meetings of the
Committee shall take place. When the sub-branches
within the districts are met together (as they are hereby
required to do) they shall constitute the branch of the Asso-
ciation and be part and parcel of the meeting of the branch
for that district,

8L Every sub branch within the district shall have its
boundaries and jurisdiction limited by statutory district
ward, Muncipal area, local Board area or in such other
manner as the chairman of the province shall decide. Its
officers shall occupy the position of “assistants ”and “.sub-
committees” respectively and shall be under the control
of the officers of the branch of the district but under this
constitution

82. Every branch within the Province shall be entitled
to send one delegate to the meeting of the National Con-
gress, and Provincial Congress Also an body or bodies
attached to the Association or the branches may send a
delegate to the National Congress and Provincial Con-

-gresses in such manner as shall be determined by the chair-
man of the Province.
(C) MEMBERSHII

83 Membership in the Association shall consist of three
classes, to wit, Ordinary members. Honorary members, and
Auxiliary membens

*84 ORDINARY MEMBERSHIP will be open to all
men belonging to the aboriginal races of Africa and who
Have attained the age of 18 years.

HONOR AY MEMBERSHIP t>_all men and women who
jhall have rendered eminent services to_the Bantu people
and shall have attaind the of age 40 yeajg.

AUNdUTARY MEMBERSHIP will be open to all women
lof the aboriginal races of Africa over the age of 13 years
/who shall be members of Bantu Women’s National League
of South Africa.

85. There shall ebe membership fee payable by each
member m the Association according to the above men-
lioned classes as follows :(—
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/// Ordinary members shall pay 2/G a year.
Honorary members shall pay 10/6 a year. ///

The fees shall be collected and paid not later than the-

/1'1 6th day of July in each and every,

*

86, It shall be the duty of even- member to join one
branch of the Association within the locality in which the
member resides. Auxiliary members under the auspices of
their League whenever required shall provide suitable
shelter and entertainment for members or delegates to the
meetings of the Association,

87. An Honorary member shall be proposed by the
Provincial Congress through their chairman respee-
tively and such proposal when approved shall bp
recommended to the National Congress for election.

88. In the event the candidate is recommended
by the Provincial Congress for election as Honorary
member, the chairman thereof shall transmit to the
General Secretary of the National Congress the full
name address and occupation of the candidate to-
gether with the proposal aforesaid and the biogra-
phical sketch stating the particular eminent service
rendered by the candidate. Whereupon the General
Secretary shall cause the said proposal as recommended
together with the biographical sketch of the candidate
to be laid on the tab!e"of the National Congress for
election or otherwise.

89. No candidate shall be eligible for recommen-
dation to the Honorary membership of the Associa-
tion unless he has been ordinary member of the As-
sociation and has regulary paid his ordinary’ mem-
bership fees for a complete period of five years.

80. The Honorary member shall have the privilege
to attend and vote in person in any* meeting or council
of Chiefs, any meeting of the Association whatsoever
and wheresoever, any deputation or delegation with-
out any previous election or appointment. He shall
not be called upon to pay any charge levy or contribu-
tion that mayr from time to time be imposed on the
AAssociation except the above mentioned membership



91. A member who pays his fee shall be entitled to
have his name being enrolled in_tln- Register kept for
that purpose by the branch in which he has joined
together with his place of residence and occupation.
And upon payment of an extfa sum of 6d. he shall
have a membership card for the year. The member-
ship card shall be precisely similar to the Form “B”
prescribed in the Schedule hereto.

92. Only Ordinary and Honorai® members of the
Association shall have the right to vote in the meet-
ings of the Association. PROVIDED NEVERTHE-
LESS that no member shall be allowed to vote under
any pretext whatsoever uni ss he has paid his mem-
bership fee for the year.

93. A member possessing the membership card
issued in his name shall have undisputed right to
attend all meetings of the Association in any district
except however that lie shall have no right to vote
elsewhere other than in the branch meeting of the
district in which he is enrolled a member.

94. A member removingdrom the district to some
other district or place shall obtain from the local
Secretary of his branch a removal certificate according
to Form “ O” in the Schedule hereto showing that he
is a duly enrolled member of the Association in that
branch and that he has paid his membership fee for
the year or that there are no arrears thereof. A fee of
(id shall be paid for removal certificate. Upon
producing the membership card and the removal cer-
tificate the said member shall be entitled to have his
name transferred for enrolment in the branch of the
district to which he has removed and to enjoy all
rights and privileges of membership as theretofore.

95. Notwithstanding anything herein contained as
to membership enrolment thereof, the enrolment of
a Chief shall ipsofacto make every individual mem-
ber of the tribe a member of the Association for all
intents and purposes.



(D) DELEGATES.

96. There shall be delegates to the Provincial
Congress and also to the National Congress each
cTecrd-d"'by the branches of the Association. Each
delegate shall be elected upon the following qualifi-
cations :(—

(@) He shall be an enrolled member of the Asso-
ciation ;

(b) His membership fee shall have been paid up
to the date of his nomination ;

(¢) He shall reside within the radius of 150 miles
of the district for which he is elected.

(d) He shall not be less than 35 years of age.

(ev He shall be elected for the period of one year
but shall be eligible for re-election. mi*

97. It shall be the duty of the delegate to attend
meetings for which he is elected, to presenthis creden-
tials to exercise hisright to vote and watch all matters
affecting his district and other matters generally in the
interest of the Association.

98. No delegate shall be obliged to attend the;
meeting to which he is elected unless provided with
funds sufficient for travelling and other necessary
expenses.

99. It shall be his duty to report to the branch for
which he isa delegate ali matters, decisions and pro-
ceedings come to and determined by the meeting of
delegates to which he was elected and to explain
the manner in which he exercised his vote in each
instance and the reasons therefor.

100. A vote of censure or no confidence on the
delegate passed by his constituents, shall be sufficient
(warrant for the delegates to vacate his seat of delega-
tion with no other alternative.



CHAPTER VII.

Fi nds and Produrty.

101. The main sources of tire revenue or income of the
tional Congress shall be derived from :—

Membership Fees

Contributions by the Provinces

Contributions by the Territories#  * —

eds,p »**J,*f(;* - -*
Other means as may be decided by the National

Congress-in-Convention.
102. All membership Fees.shall be paid by the Branches

to the Treasurer of the Provincial Congress who shall tr

transmit the amount thereof Avith die list or members to
the General Treasurer of the. National Congress. The Local
Treasurer shall make Quarterly Returns of the members
enrolled by the Branch together with the amount of
membership fees so received and collected.

1/ 103. Each Branch shall be required to contribute the
Il sum of £5 per annum towards the funds of the Provincial

1
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Congress not later than in the month of August in every/
year.
104 Every Provincial Congress shall be required to pay

«J/and contribute in every annual meeting of the National
«TT'ongress the sum of £50. Attached bodies shall contribute//
11 annually 'o the National Congress a sum to be fixed by the##’

Executive Committee. )
105 All fines, forfeitures, charges and fees are the monies

of the National Congress and shall be transmitted with
Returns showing particulars to the Treasurer of the Nation-
al Congress. All deposits paid in shall beheld in trust by
the General Treasurer for the' particular object intended
and will be applied according to circumstances as to refund
or otherwise. j-

10G. Every Chief or district of a Chief within the Pro
vince shall be required to i&ntribute to the Provincial
Congress the sum of £5 per annum.

Every Paramount Chief within the Province shall con-
tribute the sum of £50 per annum one half of which the
Treasurer of the Provincial Congress shall pay over to the

mTreasurer of the National Congress

107. Every Territory shall be required to contribute to
the funds of the National Congress a sum of £100 in every
annual, meeting of the National Congress.

eA
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| Where there is more than one Paramount Chief in a
ATerritory,according to the tribes, each such Paramount Chief
j shall contribute to the National Congress a sum of £50 per,
annum. But in the event each such Paramount Chief desires
mo have a separate official Elected Representative, then a
elj.sum.of £100 per annum shall be contributed.

108. It shall be competent and lawful for any Branch to
| raise money for itslocal purposes to any extent by any
I means other than membership fees. No Branch shall pur-
‘ chase or hire for a term premises or build upon or occupy

anv land without the consent in writing of the Chairman

of the Province. The Provincial Congress may assist or
w* subsidise Branches with funds for anXHawful purpose.

109 It is hereby agreed declared and provided that all
monies howsoever derived, received and paid to anv of the
treasurers, officers or members of the Association, shall be
deemed in all and every respect to be the property of the
National Congress. And the Treasurer for the time being
or any officer, member or person having in his possession or
control any monies or other property of or intended for the
Association, shall be deemed to have and to hold them in
trust for the National Congress.

U0. And itis further agreed declared and provided that
the National Congress through its Executive officers shall
have the right to call upon and demand from any of the
officers or members or any person whomsoever to give
account of monies in his possession or control or of all
monies received by him or on his behalf belonging to or
intended for the Association and to enforce payment there-
of accordingly.

lib The Executive Committee shall hold all the pro-
perty of the Association of whatsoever nature and where
ever situate, in trust for the National Congress. And all
title deeds or other documents creating title claim or right
to any property shall be held in the corporate name of the
Association and no other. H

-Hi.
! CHAPTER VIIIL.

O fficers.

112. The Officers of the National Congress shall be :—
. The President
Il. The Vice-President
I[Il. The General Treasurer
IV. The General Secretary
V The Executive Committe



Each and all elected and to hold their several offices for a
term of 3 years from the date of election but in the manner
hereinafter expressed and provided.

I. THE PRESIDENT.

113. There shall he a President of the National Congress
who shall be the Chief Executive Officer He shall be the
responsible spokesman of the National Congress in all
matters of policy under the above objects and shall be the
Leader of the House-in-Convention. He shall exercise all
the discretionary powers for and on behalf of' the Na-
tional Congress and shall (except as hereinafter mentioned)
appoint, suspend or dismiss officers of the Association as well
as Committees, Boards and “Commissions for any purpose
whatsoever, by and with the advice of the Executive
Committee.

114. The President shall be elected by a majority of dele-
gates present at the Annual Convention of the National
Congress after having been - minated by no less than two
Provincial Congresses : Provided nevertheless that if there
shall be no candidate’for the Presidency whose nomination
shall be supported by no less than two Provincial Congresses
as aforesaid, then in that event the election of the President
shall be made from and out of the nominations then made
by any one Pronvicial Cg~gress and the candidate
who shall secure the majorityof The delegates present at
the Annual Convention shtfti—be declared to have beer;
elected as the President. n.

115. It shall be the duty of ,the President in his capacity
of Organiser in chief to visit the Provinces at least once
during his term of office to hold conferences with local
officers, to recieve deputations,’tohold public meetings under
the auspices of the local Branches and generally to inspect
the work of organisation and the affairs of the Association.

116. It shall be the primary duty of the President as
the Chief Executive Officer to visit the Territories at least
once during his term of office for and in the interest of the
National Congress and for such other purpose as the Execu-
tive Committee may consider expedient.

117. No Person shall be eligible for nomintion to the
Presidency unless he possesses the following qualifications
namely

(a; That he shall have begn a delegate in the National
Congress for three years or has been a member of
the Executive Committee ;
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'(b) That he has attained the age of 40 years ;

"© That both his parent and ancestors belong to one
of the aboriginal races and tribes of Africa ;

@y That he is the registered owner of fixed property
stock or other permanent securities of the value of
one hundred pounds sterling, or possesses or is
entitled to an independent income of at least twenty
five pounds a year.

«e) That he is able to read, write and speak one of the
official languages of the Union.

Il. VICE-PRESIDENTS.

118. The Elected Representatives of Territories and the
President of the Provincial Congresses (who shall have been
elected as such by the Provincial Congresses) shall by
virtue of their offices be designated Vice-Presidents and
shall be the officers of the National Congress And as here-
inafter provided there shall be created certain offices for
administrative purposes each with a responsible officer
appointed out <f the Vice-Presidents with certain functions
assigned to him by the President.

119 The qualfication 10 tne appointment to one. of the

administrative offices shall as far as possible correspond

.with those for the Presidency as above mentioned

M THE GENERAL TREASURER.

120 There shall be a Central Treasurer elected by the
National Congress on the nomination of the President on
the following qualifications, viz :—

a) He shall have attained the age of 35 years.

(b) He shall have been a delegate for three yearsor a
member of the Executive Committee ;

(c) He shall be the registered owner of fixed property
or stock or other permanent securities of the
value of £150; or possesses or be entitled to an
independent inconTfe of at:’least £25 a year.

md) Or shall give a fidelity Bond or Security in any
of the approved Assurance Companies of the
sum of not less than .£10uQ.

121. It shall be the duty of the General Treasurer to
receive all monies for and on behalf of the Association and
immediately bank the same in a bank to be approved bv the
Executive Committee. He shall keep a bank book, Cash
Book, Journal and a ledger and such other books of account
as may be necessary and shall show therein all receipts and



payments. He shall inform the Executive Committee of the'
balance in the credit at each ordinary meeting, and shall
attend the Annual Conventions of the National Congress,
to explain the financial report and the Balance Sheet, to in-
troduce on behalf of the Executive Committee any proposals
for raising the revenue or otherwise.

122. The General Treasurer ffiall have under his charge
and control a Committee to be called “ The Treasury
Committee™ consisting of. all the Treasurers of the Pro-
vinces and of which he shall be the Chairman. The quo-
rum shall be three. The Treasury Committee shall meet
twice a year to assist, the General Treasurer in the discharge
of his duties ; to devise ways and means of raising the funds,
to have custody of "he Sinking Fund ; to compare accounts
of the respective Provinces; to suggest provision for
deficiencies ; to devise means upon which contributions,
subscriptions, charges or levies may be made and collected
to fix salaries, wages, payments, bonues or other remunera-
tion* of officers, servants and xithers ; to manage the upkeep
of the Headquarters or permanent offices, sub offices and a
buildings of the Association: to have custdy of all Trust
properties and other valuable property of the Association
and all Deeds and documents relating thereto ; to keep a
vigilant eye on the expenditure- and administration of funds
to take charge of all public works, institutions or functions
and charities or endowments ; The General Treasurer to
lay all the decisions of thg_Treasury Camihiitt.ee before
the Executive Committee for consideration and "approval.

123 The General Treasurershall supervise and control all
the Treasurers of the Provindes who shall each occupy the®
position of Under 'freasufer They shall pay over or
account to him all monies received by them for and on be-
half of the National Congress*md shall obey and carry out all
orders of the General Treasurer.

IV. THE GENtlUfe SECRETARY.

124 There shall be a General Secretary elected by the
National Congress on the. nomination of the President and
shall possess the following qualifications: —

(@) He shall have attained the age of 30 years;

(b; He shall be able to read, write and- speak one
of the official languages of the Union :

() He must have knowledge of Zulu-Sixosa, and
Sesuto-Sechoana ;

125 The General Secretary shall take the minutes of the
Executive Committee, conduct all correspondence and have
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charge of all books, Petitions and papers and other records
belonging to the Association. He shall also have a minute-
book, Telegram book, Despatch book, Letter book and a
General Register, and such other booksas may from time
to time be required but all of which shall be the property
of the Association.

126 The General Secretary shall inform the President of
any important communication received by him and shall
also lay all official correspondence, resolutions and other
matters before the Executive Committee for consideration
All the decrees, announcments, orders, notices, resolutions
and other authorisations made by the National Congress or
the Executive Committee shall be under the hands of the
President and the General Secretary for the time being.
“ And the General Secretary shall be the ex-officio Secretary
of every delegation appointed by the National Congress or
; by the Executive Committee.

127. It shall be the duty of the General Secretary to keep
a General Register of membership as well as a Register of
Delegates and he shall indicate therein clearly members
who have paid membership fees® members in arrears, mem-
bers who have paid fines or in default, search fees and all
other payments and fees, charges and levies which under
these presents are made payable by every member of the
['Association. It shall also be the duty of the General
| Secretary to appoint Inspectors to inspect the Books of the®
| Provinces and Local Brashes and to examine or enquire
into any matter affecting ffie work of organisation as car-

§ ried on in the Provinces

128 The General Secretary shall have under his charge
and control a Committee to be called the ORGANISING
COMMITTEE” consisting-of all the Secretaries of the
Provinces and of whicfr he shall be the Chairman.
The quorum shall be three. The Organising Committee
shall meet twice a year to assistthe General Secretary
to carry on and conduct theTjrganisation; to collect and
record all grievances ; to formulate schemes for better
and efficient organisation and for the education of
the people on the objects of the Assotiacion; to
bring to the attention of the Executive Committee all press
comments and other matters which in any way affect or
concern the work of the Association. The organising Com-
mittee shall also exercise the functions of a Privileges Com-
mittee and shall examine all complaints, questions of di
sciolme, conduct or rights of membership and other disputes
with powers to refersame to the Arbitration Board, with
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the sanction of the Executive Committee. The Organising
mCommittee shall deal with all other matters not specifically
allotted or defined'

129 The General Secretary shall supervise and control all
the Secretaries of the Provinces who shall each occupy the
position of Under Secretary They shall each obey and
carry out all the orders and instructions of the General
Secretary.

V. THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE.

130 There shall be an Executive Committee,consisting of
officers holding responsible function, the first number shall
be 15 who shall include the following:—

The Presidenr, the Representatives of Territories, the
Chairman of the Provinces, the General Treasurer and the
General Secretary. The Chairman thereof shall be the
President, and in his absence one of their members other
the the General Secretary. The number of members of the
Executive Committee may be”Increased or reduced accord
ing to the requirements of responsible offices, but they may
not exeed 20 in all.

131 The business of the Association shall be managed
by the Executive Committee, .who shall controll all the
funds and pay all such expenses preliminary and incidental
to the formation and registration of the Association and

—further who are hereby invested with and shall exercise
all such powers of administration and management and
control, and do on behalf of the National Congres-in-Con -
venhon, subject nevertheless to the provisions of these
presents and to any resolution orauthority of the National

But no resolution by the National Congress-in Conven-
tion shall invalidate any prior' act of the Executive Com-
mittee which would have tfcen valid if such resolution
had not been made.

132 The Executive Committee shall meet at least once
a quarter for the despatch of business, seven members shall
form a quorum. The General Secretary shall upon request
in writing of twe membersof the Executive Committee,
summon a Special Meeting of the Executive Committee,
Notice of every meeting of the Executive Committee,
stating the general particulars of all business to be consi-
derd at such meeting shall be sent | by post to each member
thereof at least 14 days before such meeting, unle-s urgent
circumstances require shorter notice, but the proceedings of
any meeting shall not be invalidated by any irregularity in
respect of such notice or by reason of any business being
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considered which isnot comprised in such general particu-
lars. The General Secretary may also publish the notice of
the meeting but without being' obliged to publish the par-
ticulars of the-business.

133 In addition to all powers hereby expressly conferred
upon them and without detracting from the generality of
their powets, the Executive Dommittee shall have the
following powers, namely:—

(af To administer the funds of the Association in
accordance with the Constitution, All txpenpiture to be
limited to administration expenses andt such objects and
things as they shall consider most beneficial for the pur-
poses of the Ag50ciat.ion;

(b) To invest in the name of the Association or in the
name of the Trustees (if aify) such part of the funds as.they
may see fit, and to direct the sale or transportation of any
such investments and to expend or apply the proceeds of
any such sale for the purpose of the Association.

(c) To acquire in the name of the Association or in the
name of the Trustees (if CT ), build upon, repair, improve,
sell or dispose of, let. or otherwise deal with any land,
buildings or premises forThe use of the Association.

(d) To enter into contracts on behalf of the Association.

() To borrow money upon the security of any of the
property of the Association and to grant to be granted
mortgages, bonds, debentures or other securities for securing
the same. .

() To appoint Departfhent or Committees for any work
and to delegate all or my of their powers to any Board.
Committee, or sub Committee and to appoint members
thereof to deal with special branches of their work.

(g) To frame amendments to the Constitution and from
time to time make much rules-and regulations of the
Association for the furtherance of the purposes for which”
the Association was established and for the conduct and
carrying on the'busmew of the Association as they consider
necessary or expedient, provided that such Rules and =
Regulations are repugnant to the objects hereof and to |,
submit same for the approval of the National Congress.

(i) And generally to co all things necessary or expedient
for the due conduct of the affairs of the Association not
herein provided for :

And further it shall he the duty of the Executive Com-
mittee : —

(i) To exercise a supervising control over the various
functions cf all the members of the Committee and all
other officials :



(k) 1opresent to the Annual l'invention of the National
~ongress a report of the work for the year as well as the
Financial Report and Balan -Sheet; and to draw up
estimates of their financial requirements for the Year ;

(1) docause true accounts to be kept of all sums of money
received and expended on beha'f of the Association and the
matters in respect of which such receipt and expenditure
takes place and of the assets ai 1liabilities of the Associa-
tion

(m) To pay the General Secretary and other officers and
servants of the Association such salaries, wages or remunera-
tions as they shall from time to time think proper and to
permit the General Secretary and other officers and servants
to reside in the buildings belonging to the Association and
may appropriate such of the apartments as they shall think
fit for their use ; ...... - —

(n) To establish new Provinces, Divisions and Districts
sub-divisions or sub-districts aM declare boundaries thereon
with branches ; to authorise or confirm the establishment
mand dissolution of Branches; and to deal with or delegate
to local bodies all such matters and disputes as shall arise
within the Branches. To have aosolute discretion in all
matters affecting the Terntorie”-

134. The office of the member of the Executive Com-
mittee shall be vacated —

(@) If by notice in writing addressed to the President he

resigns his office ;

(b) If he ceases to be a menre*'; of the Association ;

(c) |If he failswithout execuse accepted-hy the Committee
to attend’three consecutive meetings of the Committee
or if he fails without such*? ~ ,;se to attend two meet-
ings of the Committee in one year.

(d) If he becomes of unsound mind, or be found a lunatic ;
or becomes insolvent or makes arrangement or Com-
position with his -creditorT

(e) If a vote of censure be c<i ted against him or by \ ote
be requested to resign ; A if he does or commits any
act or omits to do any a; twhich is disapproved by
the majority of the Committee.

Provided that until an entry ~T'Tne vacating office by a
member of the Executive Comn .tier under one of the para-
graphs of this clause shall be entered in the minutes of the
Committee, his acts as member -hereof shall be effectual

135. If any casual vacancy occur in the Executive
Committee the President shall fid up such vacancy for the
remainder of the term. All va ancies in all other offices
shall be filled up by the Executive Committee. Minutes of
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the Executive Committee shall be signed by the Chairman
and countersigned by the General Secretary. The President
may appoint a Recorder to take minutes and to record the
proceedings and deliberations of the Executive Committee.

13G. In the event the President shall die or personally
vacate office. The Executive Committee shall elect one
of their members to act in the office for the remainder of
the term. |If the Executive Committee resign en bloc or by
the majority thereof, then the speaker (hereinafter referred
to) shall declare all the offices vacant, and shall thereupon
act as President and within three months thereafter shall
convene a special meeting of the National Congress for the
election of officers and to receive nominations thereon in
accordance with the Constitution

137 It shall be sufficient for the President personally to
resign by notice in writing to the General Secretary wim
shall lay same before the Executive Committee, but where
the Executive Committee resigns or vacates office on bice
or by majority as aforesaid then the President shall com-
municate the fact in writing to the Speaker. But no such
resignation or vacating of office by the Executive Commit-
tee shall be effectual unless duly entered in the minutes of
the Executive Committee.

VI. ARBITRATION BOARD

138 The Executive Committee shall under this Constitu-
tion establish a Board to be called the ARBITRATION
BOARD whose jurisdiction shall be for the purpose of Arbi-
tration, settlement of disputes, hearing and conducting Iff5'
quiries and deal with matters of semi-judicial character,
for hearing of all complaints, charges and claims, for the
interpretation of the Constitution and for the discharge
of all matters referred thereto; with power to grant
Awards, make rulings and findings, to give judgments
and decrees in the best interest of justice, with further
poviers to impose fines, order forfeitures and award costs
at its discretion. The parties concerned shall submit to the
jurisdiction of the BoSbtr'sfcder the Deed marked “ D ” in the
Schedule hereof.

139. The Arbitration Board shall have its Central Seat
in Johannesburg and shall visit once a year to hear appeals,
and to adjudicate upon all matters within its jurisdiction.
It shall have branch Boards sitting in the Provinces once a
year in the places appointed herein within three months
after the establishment thereof; the Arbitration Board shali
sit first to frame the Rules of procedure therein for the due



conduct of its business and for observance by all disputants
therein. The said Rules after being confirmed by the
Executive Committee and the publication thereof," shall
have the force of laws as though originally inserted herein,

140. There shall be five members of the Arbitration
Board with a quorum of three and the members shall be
appointed by the Executive Committee and shall hold
during good behaviour. The Branch Boards shall consist
of three members with a quorum of two, appointed by the
Chairman of the Provincial Congress and shall hold office
during good behaviour. The members of the Arbitration
Board shall be appointed or. their wide knowledge and
experience of the laws and customs and the general prin-
ciples of the Bantu Government and oolity. All parties
shall have the right to be represented in their disputes by
Counsel

No member of the Arbitrati-in Board and its constituent
parts shall be eligible for a seat in the Executive Commit-
tee of the National Congress or to hold any office in the
Province or Division until he has first resigned or vacated
his position in the Board. Th Executive Committee shall
fix adequate sum for purposes bfjhe Board and its members
subject to the vote by the National Congress. Also Provin-
cial Congresses shall contribute their share towards the
upkeep of the Board

VIl. ADMINISTRATIVE COMMITTEES.

141 There shall be created certain departmental Com-
mittees for administrative purposes corresponding with the
Treasury and the Organising Committees before mentioned,
each with certain duties and functions assigned thereto
responsible to the Executive Committee. They shall meet
twice a year and the Chairm.-It thereof shall be one of the
Vice-Presider®. The said Committees shall be :—

(A) Records and Parliamentary Committee.

To consider and have charge and control of all records
reports and grievances, and all matters and work pertaining
to Bills and Acts of Parliamenc Provincial and Municipal
Councils and other local au’ho ities, Laws and the adminis-
tration of justice, petitions and Resolutions and works of
Comnrssions
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(B) Education and Tabour Board

To consider and have charge and. control of all matters
of Education whatsoever Schools and Colleges ; all ques-
tions arising out of labour of whatever nature including
contracts, wages and fair treatment and other protective
measures in all spheres of labour ; also to take charge of all
matters arising out of Railways and Harbours

(C; Land Settlement Board.

To consider and have charge and control of matters affec-
ting Locations, Reserves, Mission Stations, Townships in
and outside urban areas, squatting and all manner of settle
ment or occupation of land in and outside urban areas ;
the rights of purchase, hire and or occupation of land and
the ownership thereof communally or individually ; Also to
control and administer all the affairs of Agriculture and
improvement of lan<L produce live-stock and stock-breeding
and other kindred matters,

142. Each Administrative Committee shall be composed
of one member from each”Province appointed by the Pre-
sident with the advice of the Executive Committee, The
quorum shall be three It shall be competent for the
Administrative Committees to have Sub-Committees of
hve members in each Province whose chairman shall be
member of the Administrative Committee in the Province.
The sub committees shall meet thrice a year and the Head
Committees twice a year at such places as shall be appoint.

CHAPTER IX.

Miscellaneous.

143 if shall Be lawful lor the Association to sue and be
sued in the corporate name, and in all cases where it is
necessary to serve any writ, summons, declarations, notice,
process or other proceeding on the Association, service upon
th® General Secretarythe office of the Association
shall be deemed good und sufficient service upon the Asso-
ciation No suit or action shall abate by reason of any
change of the person for the time being holding office of
*General Secretary.

144. All Powers of Attorney or other authorisations, and
contracts, title-deeds and other legal documents entered
into on behalf of the Association snail be good and effective



if signed or executed by the General Secretary by the order
of the Executive Committee.

145. It shall be lawful for the Executive Committee to
authorise the Chairman of the Province to institute or
defend actions in all competent courts within the Province.
No action or proceeding whatsoever shall bind or affect the
property of the Association in any District or Province
unless instituted or defended in the manner provided in this
Constitution.

146. 1t shall be lawful for the Executive Committee as
also for the Chairman of the Province to retain a legal
advisor for their several requlrments at such remuneration
as may be arranged. Any Branch fhay also retain a legal
adviser for its purposes vvfth the sanction of the Chairman
of the Province first being obtained, at such remuneration
as may be arranged.

147. No clause in this Constitution shall be capable of
being at any time suspended tinder any pretext whatever,
unless previous notice in wriring shall have been given at
least one month before the meeting and on a motion passed
by two thirds majority of meeting. The notice shall state
distinctly the extent of the proposed suspension.

148. Nothing in these presents contained, or hereafter to
be passed as supplemental thereto, shall at any time orupon
any pretext whatever be rescinded, revised, altered, amended
or added to except by a resolution to be passed by a two-
thirds majority of the National Congress in Convention
after a lapse of five years Pom the Registration of this
Constitution.

PROVIDED always that am proposed rescission, revision,
alteration, amendment or addition shall first be presented
in writing at each Provincial Congress, with the usual
notice of motion by or onbehdhjff two delegates intending
to move the same, and. after approval by the majority of
delegates present in the Provincial Congress the motion
shall be publicly read by the Chairman of the Province,
and the same to be presented before the National Con-
gress in Convention for adop'ion or otherwise as aforesaid.

AND PROVIDED further tnat the objects of the Associa-
tion shall not at any time be; capable of being rescinded,
revised, altered, amended or raided to.

149. All the Rules, Regulations, Bye-Laws, resolutions
and decisions of the National Congress and of any of its
various meetings (including the Provincial Congress) and
Branches at any time heretofore, framed, passed or executed
or broughtinto effect, and which are in any way in conflict
with or contrary to any of thsfprovisions contained in these
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presents, shnll be and the same are hereby severally repealed.

150. All speeches and communications other than by and
to Europeans shall be in the Vernacular, of which Sechoana,
Xosa, Zulu and Sesotho shall be principally or commonly
used for all purposes v hatsoever.

151. The Executive Committee may at its discretion
inaugurate for political purposes a Parliamentary Party
and run candidates under thgir control, all the expenses to
be voted for by the National Congress-in Convention under
such pledges and conditions as may be determined. Further
the Executive Committee may approve the co operation or
affiliation for political purposes with non European Asso-
ciations, either for a fixed period or during the period of
attainment of a definite object but not otherwise.

152. SPEAKER : There shall be elected a Chairman to
preside over the meetings of the National Congress in Con-
vention, on the nomination agid of the President. He shall
be designated the “ Speaker of the Convention,” holding
office during good behavioyx and shall enjoy the confidence
of the whole House It shall be the duty of the speaker
to examine the qualification of officers, with the discretion
to declare the office vacant the qualification is defective.

153. DEPUTY-SPEAKIriC: There shall be elected in a
similar manner and conditions an assistant Chairman who
shall be designated “ Deputy- Speaker of the Convention.”
His duties shall be to assrSTfire Speaker in his capacity as
Chairman and in other respects do such duties as may from
time to time be assigned to him.

154. There shall also be appointed on the nomination of
the President a Chairman of Committees in Convention to
preside over all Committees *-Convention and to supervise
and take charge of all matters that may during the conven-
tion be assigned through the Speaker for the discharge and
consideration by a Comssiktee He shall act under the
direction of the Speaker and to whom he shall make all
reports of Committees-in-Convention.

155 The National Congress-in- Convention may delegate
part of its business to a Committee or Committes to be
appointed according to the exigencies of the occasion and
the Committees to be known as “ Committees-in-Conven-
tion.” It shall dissolve on the making of its report or
immediately on rising of the National Congress-in-Con
vention

156 There shall be elected an official of the Convention
called the “Clerk of the Convention,” nominated by the
President, and who shall hold office during good behaviour
His duties shall be :—



39

(@ To examine the credentials of delegates.

(b) To take minutes of all conventions, including any
special session of Chiefs.

c) To call the Roll of delegates ;

(d) To receive on behalf of the Speaker all reports by
Committees-in Convention;

e) And-generally to be a Recorder of all the proceed-
ings and deliberations of the Conventions of the
National Congress, snd to discharge sueh other
duties as may be assigned to him by the Speaker.

157. There shall also be elected on the nomination of the
President, Senior and Junior Chaplains of the National
Congress. They shall have |»een fully ordained ministers
for a period of seven year5 and shall hold office during
pleasure of the President.

Their duties shall, in consultation with the Speaker be
to prescribe the time of prayers and services during the
Conventions and to conduce—the services thereon The
Senior Chaplain or his dej uty shall preach the official
sermon on the day and time appointed in the agenda.

158. It shall be competent for the Speaker to appoint
Sergeants at-arms to act as ushers and orderlies in the pre-
servation of order and the luct of deliberations of the
Conventions and generally .to execute the orders of the
Speaker. They shall receive remuneration varying to a
sum not exceeding 10/- per dif.rn each.

159. The Speaker shall also appoint competent persons
to interpret during the Conventions and the sitting of the
Gommittee-in-Convention. They shall receive remunera-
tion of a sum not less than one guinea per day for their
services, each interpreter. The Speaker may also appoint
official Translators on such rdnn.ieration as may fix

160. The qualifications of Spe ker and Deputy-Speaker
and the Chairman of Committ es in-Convention shall be
the age of 40 years and with tJVtr*Ggh knowledge of Sesotho-
Sechoana, Zulu and Sixosa. They must also be able to
speak, read and write one of the official langauges of the
Union. The Clerk of the House shall be over 25 years of
age. with similar qualifications as to languages.

101. Any officer of the Association failing to attend any
meeting without excuse accepted by the meeting or failing
to do his duty shall be liable to be dismissed from office
with or without a fine not exceedrng one pound” Upon las
Election every officer shall deposit with the Association the
sum of one pound as security for good conduct Also every
delegates shall on election deposit with the Association the
sum of one pound. No appointment to office or election
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or delegate shall be good and valid as against the officer
as delegate until the said deposit has been paid

162. No motion of censure or non-confidence against the
President shall be in order unless notice thereof has been
previously given in writing and is supported by at least two
Provincial Congresses

No motion of censure or non confidence against the
Chairman of Province shall be in order unless notice thereof
has been given in writing and is supported by at least three
branches in the Province.

No motion of censure or non-confidence against the
Chairman of the Branch snail be in order unless notice
thereof was previously given in writing and issupported by
at least five members of the Branch.

163. The General Treasurer as well as all the other
Treasurers of the Association shall on election sign a decla-
ration accepting the office-rxf Treasurer, as near as possible
to the prescibed form marked “E ” in the schedule here-
under. Also every member who has been fined or ordered
to pay a penalty shall if the amount is not immediately
paid, be requested to sign a note of acknowledgment thereof
as near as possible to the pfefcribed form, marked “E” in
the Schedule hereunder.

164. Any committee failing to report shall jointly be
liable to a fine not exceeding five pounds or any member
of the Committee failing to attend to h;s duties as member
thereof shall be liable to forfeit his deposit with or without
a tine not exceeding one pound.

165. Any member or delegate not being able to attend
any meeting in person may ye allowed to vote by proxy
on payment of a fee of 2/6 A respect to a delegate. The
mproxy shall be as near as possible to the form prescribed in
the Schedule hereunder » -rked “ G.”

CHAPTER X.
Standing Orders.

166 The following shall be the Standing Orders or Rules
of Procedure in the Cor.vent.ons of the National Congress.
Provincial Congress”™ and Branches and Committees :—

I. Or)ler of Procedu re

(a) Sitting of the Administrative and other Committees,

(b/ Meeting of the Executive Committee.

(cj Examination of credentials of delegates.

(d) Names of delegates to be called over and respondedl
to viva vocez. 1
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(e) Reading of notice convening the meeting.

(f) Reading of Minutes. o )

(9) Reading of Correspondence, Petitions. Memorials
etc, etc.

(hy Questions to officers

(i) Election of Speaker, Deputy Speaker, Chairman
of Committees in Convention, Clerk of the House
and Chaplains

() Public business: Reading of the agenda and
motion for adjournment by the Leader of the
Convention

I A delegate desiring. speak must rise m his place
and address himself to the chair. No interruption to his
speech shall be allowed except on question of “order ”

Il When two or more delegates rise to speak the
Chairman shall call aloud the name of the delegate who,
on rising in his place, is ffi;**.observed by the Chairman :
Such call shall not be challenged

PROVIDED nevertheless—tliat a Chief shall always
receive preference: And provided further that a motion
may be made that a delegate who has risen to speak “ be
now heard.”

IV. All motions and amendments (except formal motions)
must be seconded and handed to the Chairman in writing.

V Each Speaker shall direct his speech to the motion
proposed as the question for discussion or to a motion or
amedndment to be proposed by himself or to a question of
“order.”

VI. No speaker shall be allowed to speak more that once
on any subject nor longei than ten minutes He may be
allowed to explain or correct a mistatement or misunder-
standing in regard to some material part of his speech but
he is not to introduce new matter or to interrupt a member
who is speaking

VII. A mover of a substantive motion or resolution may
be allowed to reply After the mover has commenced or
made his reply no other member shall speak to the question

-(An amendment and formal motions are not substantive

motions

VIII. When a point of order arises any member may
speak, immediately and commence by a statement that he
rises to order. The member wb*, was addressipg the meet-
ing must thereupon resume his seat, and so. also, must the
member who rose to order . when he concluded his appeal
to the chair

IX No motion oramendment orany matter which s the
same in substance may bejproposed or debated upon after
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it has beeu decided. No motion or amendment once made
and seconded shall be withdrawn without leave

X Notice of every motion must be given before being
presented for discussion except any of the following which
maybe moved without any previous notice

Appointing a Chairman

For consideration of any business or communication
specially brought forward by the Chairman,-

For the adjournment of any meeting,

For making entry or alteration on the minutes for re-
ceiving, adopting and carrying or referring back any
report,

For reading, answering.considering any correspon-
dence or other documents

For hearing any applicant or petitioner.

For the precedence of any particular busines,

For appointing any business for the consideration of
any future meeting

For appointing Committees or referring any matter to
Committees, -

On a matter of Privilege,

For closing the debate or “ That the question be now
put.”

For any matter that is urgent or immediate,

Amendments also may be moved without notice.

XIl.  No notice of motion, to rescind any Resolution
which has been passed shall be in order, unlessin addition to
the names of the proposer and seconder, the names of ten
other supporters are attached to the notice of motion. The
rescission shall not be effectual unless the motion to rescind
is carried by two-thirds majority of the members present.

X1l All questions shall be decided by a majority of votes.
All votes shall be counted by the Chairman or his agent but
in case of a ballot scrutineers shall be apoointed. Elections
mav be by ballot.

XIIl A delegate or officer shall not absent himself from
the meeting without the consent of the Chairman No
absent member shall be nominated for any office unless his
consent in writing to be nominated has been previously
obtained

X1V. Any delegate refusing to obey the Chairman’s
ruling or being guilty o irregularity or misconduct shall,
'‘Upon a vote being taken, v .thdraw from the meeting, and
and the Convention shall have the right to suspend any
such delegate for any period it may determine or impose
by vote a penalty not exceeding five pounds with or without
esuspension.



XV. It snail be the duty of the Chairman :—

To keep order,

To conduct the proceedings in accordance with the
recognised principles and Rules of debate

To order any membei to discontinue his speech for
irrelevance, repetition, offensiveness or use of unpar-
liamentary language or on other ground or reason.

To order the withdrawal of a member for noise, or
unseemly conduct or irregularity.

To order the forcible ejectment of a member for any
of the above causes or other just cause.

To quit the chair upon disorder or other just reason
and adjourn the meetin;By the Chairman quitting
the chair in case of d order the meeting shall be
adjourned

To declare the forfeiture of a delegate’s deposit or the
removal of the delegate's suspension

XVI1 Whenever the Chair-sra: quits the chair or an-
nounces the adjournment, the convention is thereby said to
be immediately adjourned and no business subsequently
transacted shall be valid upon any pretext whatsoever

XVIIl. If a Chairman or vice chairman shall beabsent
or late for more than five minutes after the appointed time,
the members present forming a quorum shall immediately
proceed with the meeting by electing one of them to take
the chair and the Chairman sa.i-p.te shall be liable to forfeit
his deposit hereunder mentioned.

XVII It shall not be lawful for any member to remain
standing whenever the Chairman rises to speak and no
interuption shall be allowed Deference to the Chairman’s
ruling and authority shall ah, ays be paid by all members.

XIX 1t shall be competent for the Committee of
the Branch to cause a list of members in default
with their membership fees, fines or other payments
to be read aloud in the eating or to be published
or posted on the door of he place in which the meet-
ing of the Branch is ordinarily held No such reading
or publication shall be in order until one month’s notice to
that effect has been given to the member or member in
default.

XX. Anyone or more of the Standing Orders or Rules of
Procedure on grounds of Irgeruy or expediency, upon
motion made after notice has b.xn duly given in writing,
may be suspended at any meeting, so far as regards
and business at such meeting for that particular occasiort
only, provided it is agreed jpon by two-thirds majority of
members present at the mee ting



11

XXI1  This constitution a ill be printed in two editions
of Sechoana-Xosa and XuU’-Sesotho, and every officer of
the Association shall posse- _ copy

XXII It is hereby dec mei that for the conduct of busi-
ness in the Convention Pules of Procedure herein con
tained shall each and ever > lhem be read as supplemental
and in addition to th: ales observed in the Houses of
Parliament of the Union And in the event of conflict
between the Rules and those of the Union Parliament the
Rules herein contained!®a .m/future Rules and Regulations
for the conduct of the > uness of the Convention, shall
ahvavs prevail

Righ’ « Might.
Free iomfcot Serfdom.
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