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I have to thank  those mem wrs oi the Select Committed; 
and others \vh® rendered me help when draw ing  up the 
draft for them * -I* had to | ,t m gether as far as possible 
then common views an$k t< em u la te  into docum entory 
form w hat m eet w j ^ t& r a p t '< >-■£ 1 of many. It is unwise 
to m ention nam esgbut I feel ' meat trespass, w ithout any 
desire to  discount the w ork ' < L other members I crave 
indulgence to  place on record tire invaluable assistance 

4Xdr!ered me by Mr. E. T shcxcwana of the Transkei and 
Mr. B. N xumalo of Sw aziland, 1 ‘ of whose suggestions^ 
contributed very largely to  t h : ulk of this work, because
of the resourcefulness and the wen insight they exhibited 
in the constructive p lan  and thr com pletion of the whole 
document. I also acknow ic  a debt of g ra titude  to Mr. 
J. T. G umede of N atal for us ues and the loan of his 
Palg rave’s Book on Parliam  dary Practice, on vvhich the 
last C hapter on Standing Ciders in this C onstitu tion  is 
largely based.

N atura lly  1 have had to d a great deal of inviting  and 
had to perform  thankless dm , w ry  work en ta iling  much 
physical and m enial s tra in : mt 1 owe all encouragem ent
and accom plishm ent of th a t Gu to my clerk Mr. R V. 
S elope- T hema  to  whose untiring zeal self-sacrifice and 
thanks are especially due. \V d nil him  this C onstitu tion 
would never have been complex**t lie  did a ll the typing 
uf tic* voluminous correspondence th a t had to be done and 
the  num erous copies of let; ■ uj the drafts tha t h-'id to 
be supplied to m em bers and ion members of the Select 
Com m ittee. AH which invch u much work and extra! 
tim e outside our office hours, but Mr T hema did tliis work 
w hole-heartedly  and ungrudgingly a t t he risk of physical

}

J

break down.

The members of the Selec i C om m ittee were

N a ta l :—!. T  Gumede, J T  . ,g), W  W. Ndhlovu,
(Vryheid) ;

C ape :—Rev. E. P B Koti, Queenstown, now Harding), 
and Dr. W. B. Ruou«ana, (East London) ; 

O.F.S. :—J B Tw ayi, vice '! M. M apikela,(B loem fontein) 
and Rev A P. P ico , (K roonstad);

T ransvaa l D. S. Letank" Johannesburg) and S M 
M akgatho, (Pretoria)

Sw aziland : - B  Nxum alo. emersdorp) ;
T ranskei E. Tshongw ana iLusikisiki', and  _R. W. j 

Msimang, the Ch u*' nan of the Com m ittee.
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In planing iorlli th is English ed ition  of the C onstitution 
1 desire to explain th a t t:< resolution under which this 
work was do e, directed that this C onstitu tion 1 e printed 
and  publishe d in two edit oas of the vernacular Under the 
same resolution, the NaHohiu Congress voted a  certain  sum 
for the purpose of the Const ‘u tion ; bu t for some reason, 
this sum lias not been obtainable for this necessary expen
diture. As soon as adequate funds are provided, these tw o 
editions will be printed and published as directed.

M ichaelmas 1919, 
Court Chambers. 

Johannesburg.

R \V M.

m©sc*-’
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TH fzCO N ST IT U T IO N
0 |  i' ll)- • [

S O U T H  A F R I C A N  j f A T i V E  N A T I O N A L  

C O N G r S S S .

I. W H ER EA S there exist! ; in the Provinces of the Pinion 
of South Afr'ieet several small , a< independent Associations, 
O rganisations or V igilant Co m a Pees each one estaolished 
lor the purpose of advancing, T>oserving and considering 
n terests w ith in  its ow n R iba 01 local l i m i t s it|i. ’ j %

subjects a n d ’ problem s w ith  
is and independent Associa

te  Trim.itfees had toiconsider 
rest to and affected

- . !ork of tlie' a foremen 
by .the apparent 

l|cdR )peration betw een

2. AND W HEREAS the 
which the said free spontane< 
tions, O rganisations or Vigil 
and deal, were essentially o f ; 
the whole. B antu peot 

•T AND WHER1 
'tio n e d ' bodies was 
indifference lgnoffai i<S

.ta? ^-another;
c AND W H EREA S then  'nAm existed in some . of fhe in 

Protectorates and T erritories in.South A fricaf^rTaffl’hbcIies• 
'or Councils each constituted to cemsider and deal w ith  t! • 
subjects and problems w ithin iff- owg tribal and local lim bs 
and no further ; " . '

o. AND W H ER EA S ther< a*£l a t Bloem fontein O I  1. 
on the Nth day of January  lyTjjT.ertain Chiefs, delegates and 
other leading men i n 'a l l  representing the said Tei ritbries, 
Protectorates, the Provinces and a lso the aioresaid ho lies, 
throughout South  Africa ; AE-f^the said m eeting, ipe*ecand 
then, resolved th a t it was expedient and desirable that a 
well-digested and accepted u«J;:ve opinion should be ascer
tainab le  by the Governm ent tfpd other constitu ted  A uthori
ties w ith respect to the natpre problem in all its \ arsons- 
phases and ramifications. A id it was then  further resolved 
to invite a ll the aforem entionlt! Associations, Organisation's 
or V igilant Com m ittees and Councils to unite together and 
form, as affiliated bodies, a  iflhcm.tion of one Pan-Afri< an 
Association the name, thereof to  be “ T H E  SO' TM 
AFRICAN m aasm  N A T h 'N  \E  Cf>XGRfc§S • W h ere in - 

a lte r in these recitals.ealled ! it N ational.C ougm ss'A  add



' wJf.t o
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to be composed anti consist of tw o sections or Houses—to wit, 
one section then to be known as the Upper House and the
other the Lower I louse :

'tui Extraordinary  Meeting of the 
Abe N ational Congress was held at 
^ay of August 1914 wherein (inter- 

on of both the said Houses was 
and confirmed and was dec la red ,

it. AND WHEREAS*
Executive C om m ittee o f ,
’loem fontein on the J-sH 

alia) the draft ConstiujI
considered, amended, read ___ ____ . M L ___ ____ _______
thenceforth to be the Constitution of the N ational CongrossJI 
its Rules, Regulation and Bye-laws in the m anner and all 
respects as therein con, m ed and provided :

7. AND W H ER EA S by a  Resolution passed and agreed 
y* upon in the fourth ann.ua m eeting of the N ational Congress 

held a t  KroonstadACAE.. . on the 3rd day of August 1915
convened, (inter 
C onstitution of 

a t j  **that the said meetin
i C onstitution of thelNatio

*\
*•4
.

•C

a b a . to consider the am endm ent of the 
the National Congress. After declaring 

wa not satisfied w ith  the then existing 
il i ongress in th a t it did not cpn- 
uovisions necessary to safeguard*
: N ational O rganisation-had more 

merrtioned. It was thereby 
nent of the. C onstitution 

nm ittee  of ten members 
'oposed am endm ents and :
am endm ents, qc to revise 

And the Select 'CTffnyr'*' J  
to the Executive Com m itt.

1 1
•il-

y

tain  adequate, 
the m aterial i 
particularly  ir 
resolved, inte 

,be referred b 
be appointee 
either to prepare 
same or draft a; fresh 
tee to present its re,n7)rtTyereon 
of the N ational Caagfluss-;

8. AND WHERE)AS the Executive C om m ittee of the 
N ational Congress m et oh the 2nd day of August 1918 a t 
Bloemfontein to recewre . he report of the Select Com m ittee 
em bodying the revisefy-eonstitution of the N ational C on
gress when in the said) meeting the C onstitu tion  was read 
and discussed clause by' tdause, when certain  a lterations 
and am endm ents vvaVr’inde, and the same as a ltered  and 
am ended was adopted ai|d agreed u p o n ;
ft . AND W HEREAS it is intended and it is' hereby 

declared that the National Congress be m ade a  corporat 
body to exist as such in perpetuity by the R egistration o 
the C onstitution hereof and in pursuance thereto the 
President and the General Secretary being the executive 
officers of the N ational < 'ongress shall sign and execute 
the constitu tion here 4 mF, behalf of the N ational ('ongress



and that no other au thority  for the execution thereof 
shall be required a n d . fiiese presents to be called  “ T he
C onstitution of the li ranTi African N ation at
C ongress.”

CHAPTER 11. g

£
Interpretation of T erms .

+JOr ** *1-
10. Throughout this constitution, if not inconsistent w ith 

the c o n te x t: —
“ A ssociation” shall m ean the incorporated bodt- known 

as the “ South African Nafi& s.National C ongress”
“ N ational C ongress” shall m ean the A nnual M eeting 

of and including the South African N ative N ational C o n 
gress as an  Association.

‘*ConferfttanPfe shall include any ordinary. apecisJ, 
extraordinSS^ annual a eetinsr of the Nattonal-^B. Pro- 
vincial Congress an d  Brfin> h and hny C om m ittee Meeting.

“ President ’’ shall mean the President of the N ational 
Congress and no other w ith  full discretionary and executive 
powers as such, under th is constitution.

“ Chairm an ” shall ui.x~« the Speaker. Deputy-speaker. 
President of the Provincial Congress, Vice-C hairm an and 
other person nolding ot presiding in a  m eeting or in a Com 
m ittee held under these presents.

“ Officer ” shall m ean any'person holding an office or a 
m em ber of the Com m ittee as well as the C om m ittee as a 
body under these presents.

“ C h ie f” shall not include a  H eadm an or Induna. but
shall m ean one ru ling  over ,r  tribe or tribes.

S h a lt
4

f la t, 1 ER J&y
i k i *<► it <' >i:|i:(*Ts.

1  -

11. T h e  P rinc ipa l Office of the Association shall, 
he s i tu a ted  w ith in  the Union <>f Sou th  Africa.

11* T h e  objects for winch the Association is e s tab 
lished are  :—

(1) T o  form a  n a t io n a c - , ig i lan t  A ssociation and  a 
deliberative Assembly or Council, w ith o u t  legis
la tive pretentious;

(*2) T o  un ite , absorb , consolidate  and  preserve

; / •  
*  
k
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under its aegis ex is t ing  p o l i t ic a l^ a n d  educa
t iona l Associations, ,’vigilance C om m ittees  and  
o ther  public  an d  p r iva te  bodies w hose aims 
are the p rom otion  and  sa feguard ing  of the 
interests of the  abo rig ina l  races ; 

j  T o  be m edium  of expression of representative 
opin ion  and  tA- formujate. a.-standard policy- on uJUl_, 
N ative  Affairs for tb_e benefit and  gu idance  pf 
tne  ̂ j|iion/Go^'crti«aent and  P ar l iam en t ; '
T o  educate,- P a r l iam en t ,  and  P rovincia l Coun- 

. cils, M unicipalities, o ther bodies and  the public  
generally  rega rd ing  .the requirem ents  and  
jfspirations of the'KS'f&'ie people ; a n d to  enlist 
the  sym pathy  an d  su p p o r t  of such E uropean  

' Societies, leagues or U nions as m ig h t  be w il l ing  
to  espouse the cause of r ig h t  and  fair t rea tm en t 
of coloured r a c e s ^ ^ -
T o  educate  the H antu  people on the ir  righ ts.

to p r o m o t e cond

;i«ts °
a f e , a b o ''ei . ^ “ uC

fl

duties and  ob liga tions  to the c* ' ' ^  th ings  as
themselves in d iv id u a l" !  v  to  do all sn uraentUC V, L t0  th e  a u a

c o n d a c i th em  *
or any ,

....... „  an d  to
com m on ac t ion  as one 

_,..icaf people all tribes and  clans of various 
tribes or races and  by means of com bined  effort 
and  united  pofm ea l o rgan isa t ion  to defend 
the ir  freedom, righ ts  and  privileges ;
T o  discourage and  contend ag a in s t  racialism  
and  tribal feuds or to secure the e l im in a tio n  of 
racia lism  and  tr iba l feuds ; jealousy and  pe tty  
quarrels  by economic com bina tion , educa tion , 
goodw ill and  by-other m e an s ;
T o  recom mend, p ropose  and  lay before the 
G overnm ent and  P a r l ia m e n t  for considera tion  

—and  adoption^Ia\ys for the benefit and  p ro tec 
tion of tliej y ttigc r a c e s ; And also to w atch  

/ ^ ' l i i l l s  in troduced  in P a r l iam en t  for proposed
tZ ie h

>■
(7)

(8)



Association of any  pub lic  useful object or 
the p ay m en t in good  fa ith  of reasonable a« d  
proper rem unera tion  to an}' officer or servant 
of the Association or any  of its members or 
o ther person in re tu rn  for services ac tua lly  
rendered to  the A ssociation; nor be deem ed to 
prevent the m a k in g  of a  g ra tu i ty  or honorar ium  
to its officer, se rvan t or m em ber or any  o ther 
person for special, services rendered to  the 
Association vo lun tarily  or otherwise.

CHAPTER TV:

M e t h o d s  or  M o d u s  O p e r a n d i  ___s~

13 T h e  w o rk  of the Assocmfri 
and  advanced  (a) by m eans ofjresolutions, p ro tes t an d  f 
cons ti tu tiona l awd* p ro p ag an d a ;  by depu ta -
ta tions  and  o ther  forms of representa tions; by ho ld ing  
enquiries and  the investiga tion  of grievances and  
o ther m atte rs ;  and  b y p a s s i v e  action  or con tinued  
m ovem ent; (b) by m eans of education , lectures and  
d is tr ibu tion  of l i te ra tu re  on the  objects of the  Asso
ciation; (c) by m eans of un ited  action and  Itrhen tirrtt- 
lg rifje for this m ethod  to secure the election to all 
legislative and * ad m in is tra t iv e  bodies of candidates, 
w ho  shall form a group  of mem bers an d  shall 
p rim arily  s tand  an d  prom ote  the  interests of the 
Association so far as it is p rac ticab le  and  expedient, 
w ith o u t  iden tify ing  themselves w ith  any  po litica l 
p a r ty  or section. Such ̂ c an d id a te s  to  be under the 
contro l of the  Association.

C H A P T E R  V :

C o n s t it u t io n  and  (An y e h n m e x t  of t h e  A s s o c ia t io n .

15 T h e  A ssocia tion  shall consist of and  be con
s t i tu ted  as follows:—
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V

fad T he  Provincial^CongresseS;
D is tr ic t  an d  Local Branches ;

(c) A gricu ltu ra l  and  E d u ca t io n a l  Societies;
(d) In dus tr ia l jand  Econom ical Unions; and
(e) any o ther  bodies formed for such speci

fic purposes as are closely allied  w ith  the objects 
of the A ssociation, m ay w ith  the ap p ro v a l  of the 
Executive C om m ittee  a t ta c h  themselves to the 
Association, an d  be represented in its an n u a l  
m eetings  or join*. th e  A ssociation  under and  
subject to the provisions of these presents.

10 T h e  T errito ries  an d  P ro tec to ra te s  shall be 
w itlrtp  the pale  of the Association and  shall be repre
sented a t  its an n u a l  m eetings by the  Chiefs or their 
nominees an d  w ith  such* rep resen ta t io n  and  no o ther 
they shall be deemed to be in co rp o ra ted  w ith  the 
Association.

17 T h e  ex is t ing  P ro v in c ia l^  Congresses an d  ftT? 
D is tr ic t and  local bt'afftches and  all o ther  o rgan isa 
tions h i th e r to  fo rm ing  p a r t  of or under the pale  of 
the Association shall each and  every one of them 
hereafte r  be deem ed to  be the branches of the Asso
cia tion  an d  shall here inafter be governed by an d  be 
subject to the provisions of these p resen ts  and  no other.

N A T IO N A L  C O N G R E S S .
%

IS T h e  governm ent and  m a n a g e m e n t  of all anS 
s i n g u l a r o f * t h e  A ssociation shall west in a 
govern ing  body called the “ Annu'al M eeting r*£ the. 
S o u th  A frican N ative  N a tio n a l  Congress* (hereinafter 
referred to th ro u g h o u t  in th is  co n s ti tu t io n  as “ the N a
tional C ongress” ) subject to an d  under the provisions j 
of these presents.

19 T h e  N a tio n a l  C ongress shall be composed of:— / 
a) T h e  he red i ta ry  Kings, Princes and  Chiefs;

(b) T he  Elected R epresen ta tives  of the T err i
tories and  the P ro tec to ra tes;

(c) T h e  E xecutive  C om m ittee ,

l
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Official D elegates of the P rov inc ia l Coj#£ 
g r 999C5;

Delegates representing  certa in  bodies 
allied  w ith  and  under the  aegis of the
Association; -

The N a tiona l  Congress shall m eet once each » 
year d u r in g  t-wryEaster H olidays  a t  such,,

places as the Executive C om m ittee  shall

20
and  every 
place or 
appo in t.

21 A S P E C IA L  M E E T IN G  of the A ssociation 
m ay  be held whenever the Executive C om m ittee  shall 
th ink  fit. AN E X T R A O R D IN A R Y  M E E T IN G  of the  
Association shall be called by the Executive C o m 
m ittee w henever a requisition  in w r i t in g  and  in the 
form of a  reso lu tion  is made by no t  less than  tw o  
P rovincia l Cbftgresses.j and  passed by tw o -th ird s  
m a jo r ity  of those present a t  each m eeting; such r e q u i
sition  to be signed by the  C hairm en  and  Secretaries 
of the said Congresses and  lodged w ith  the Secretary  
of the N a tiona l  Congress ' s t a t i n g  fully the objects of 
the m eeting . Each Provincial Congress so m a k in g  
the requisition shall on lodg ing  same deposit w ith  
the T reasurer  of the N ationa l Congress the sum of 
£20  for the purposes of the requisition.

22 T h e  N a tio n a l  Congress shall meet as aforesaid 
to  receive the R eport  of the E xecutive  C om m ittee ,  
the T rea su re r’s a c c o u n t s 'a n d  to tran sac t  any  o ther  
business w hich  under these presents  m ay be tra n s 
acted by the N ationa l  Cqrigress. A ND  the business 
of the N a tio n a l  Congress m ay  be ad jou rned  to any  
day th a t  m ay  be appo in ted  by the m ee ting  or from 
day  to  day.

J 23. All business transacted a t the Special and E x trao rd i
nary m eetings of the Association shall be deemed “ Special ’’ 
or “ e x tra o rd in a ry ” as the case m ay be. And all th a t  is 
transacted  a t an annual m eeting of the Association shall also 
be deemed “ sp ec ia l” w ith  the exception of the report of 
the Executive C om m ittee, S tatem ent of Account and elec
tion of Officers.
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24. No m eeting of the N ational Congress (including 
a  special as well as extraordinary) shall be held or be con
sidered constitu tional under these presents unless a t least 25 
ordinary delegates shall have answered the roll ; And no 
decision resolution orm atterw hntso( verof such m eetingshall 
be valid  and b inding in any m aoner howsoever unless a t least 
20 ordinary delegates shall have been present and voted in 
such m eeting.

25. The N ational Congress shall be the supreme au thority  
of the Association and the final tribunal for a ll appeals 
m atters and things subm itted  for its decision under this con
stitu tion. And in the meetings of the Association and in all 
m atters in question, the ac t of the m ajority  in num ber 
assembled as aforesaid shall be had, taken and be accepted 
as the ac t of the whole m eeting and be b inding on the 
Association and its constituents and all and singular its 
members to all intents and purposes and construction 
whatsoever.

26. All the decisions, resolutions, orders and work of the 
N ational Congress shall b«t adm inistered by and through 
the Executive C om m ittee who are by these presents appo in t
ed general agents of the Association and invested w ith  all 
the necessary powers as sucn for direction and control, sub 
ject alw ays to the approval and confirm ation of the N a
tional Congress as hereinaf er provided.

CH IEFS.

Pi Jht X

27. All Kings, Princes, Param ount Chiefs and Chiefs by 
heritage and other persons of royal blood in the 'd irect line 
of succession am ong the various tribes of tjre JBantu races 
inSojuUjIAfrica (hereinafter all referred to as" ' (“niefs ’ ) 
sh au fiav e  the right to  a d . ml the m eetings of the Associa
tion either in person or by representation

28. They shall be allowed the distinction of Honararn 
►Y ice-Presideatshit) of the N ational Congressandthosepresent 
snail HTcTeemecT to represent their districts and places under 
their rule or control respectively.

29 In any of the m eetings of the Association, Chiefs shall 
be assigned a separate place of honour and respect They 
shall also have precedence in reference to all rights audience.

30. W henever in the m eeting there shall arise a  m atte r 
which in its nature  and purport affects* the interests of all 
or any one or more of the Chiefs or their places, the m atter 
in question shall be refetfe<i to the Chiefs themselves and  
they shall be allow ed a  separate session for conside a tion  
thereof and whose decision shall be final on anv such m atte
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31. No motion, resolution or decision of any of the 
branches of the Association, either in the Pro vinces or in 
the Territories, which in the opinion of the P resident for 
tim e being, is hostile to 'the m erests of the Chiefs and 
people or in direct conflict’ w ith  “th e  expressed desire of the 
m ajority  of the Chiefs shall be considered valid  and opera
tive.

32. Every Chief in the Territory affected thereby as in 
the preceding clause m entioned m ay appeal through the 
E lected Representative (hereinafter referred to) d irect to 
the  President of the N ational Congress to  contravene 
thereon as hereinbefore p rov ided  •

38. If any such m otion or decision arise wi th in  Provinces 
the  Chief therein affected as afforesaid, shall have the righ t 
to  appeal to the Ch-•irman of th? provincial C o n g re ^  for 
in tervention thereon, subject to u iie  confirmaTTon oi the 
President.

34. All disputes betw een Chiefs, upon being reported 
to  the President, shall be referred P o  arb itra to rs I n  th a t 
Province or T erritory nom inate : . ?.»y the President through 
and by the advice of the Chairm an of the Province or 
Elected Representative of the T errito ry  (as the case m ight 
be). The said a rb itra tion  :shall m all and' every case be 
conducted under the direction of the C hairm an or Elected 
R epresentative the sum of te r ,p o u n d s  or give adequate 
security thereof for the purposes of* he A rbitration. And the 

’p a rty  w ltS 'an the day of a rb itra tion  has failed to deposit the 
said sum or to  give security thereof, shall no t be heard in the 
enquiry and for a ll purposes th re ■( he shall be treated  as a 
person in default.

' 36. Any party  dissatisfied v.-i-th ' the aw ard  may request 
the C hairm an of the Provincial Congress to refer'the m atter 
for review  in the ensuing'iheetii'ygvof the*Nati'pn'al Congress 
by a Council of Chiefs in whichReview a t least 
shall be present The party  so a  
the chairm an thereof a  fu rther 
■'purpose. Tile decision of 'the : 
absolute discretion of the Exe 
Any dispute betw een the Chief and any of his people, upon 
being referred to the N a tio n a l ; Congress for arb itra tion , 
; he C hairm an of the Province 1 Coim reyifshall appoint a 
Hoard of A rbitrators consist;^1 y o; t'ntree m en  And for all 
purposes of this provision, clans ?,. 43,-44, and 45 hereof shall 
apply in all respects.

-jf '■

•if '
• t7 /

/ a

ten Chiefs 
m ealing shall deposit w ith 
sum ' of £20 for the said 

Council shall a t the 
dive Com m ittee be final.

W i
37. W henever there 

hereinbefore provided,
is a separate session of Chiefs as 
the President or nis deputy shaW
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preside. All the members of the Executive C om m ittee and 
including the Elected Representatives of the Territories 
shallsa right to sit and therein except th a t in a ll m atters of 
despute betw een the Chief and Chief they shall have no 
righ t to  vote.

38. In each T erritory there shall be appoin ted  by the 
President a t the nom ination and approval of the H ead Chief 
a  representative of the N ational Congress in tha t Territory. 
His duties shall be to receive a ll notices and edicts and 
m atters of the N ational Congress and com m unicate same 
to  th a t T errito ry  through the recognised channels. And 
shall also receive collect and transm it a ll m atters and things 
therein to the Presidents He shall hold his position under 
the direction and control of the President and shall be the 
Official R epresentative in all m eetings of the Association.

39. Each T errito ry  through its Chief R uler shall con
tribu te  to  the funds of the Association a  fixed sum And 
every district of the Chief w ith in  the Province shall con
tribu te  through its ruler, a sum not exceeding £50 per annum  
according to the size and proportion of the district. A 
special session of the Chiefs during the sitting  of the 
N ational Congress shall determ ine the am ount to be con
tribu ted  by each district*thereof w ith in  the extent aforesaid, 
w ith the advice of the Executive Comrr^ftee.

40 All monies of w hatever natu re  or purpos^/m tended  
for the Association from and contributed by the^n 'erritories 
shall be paid to the Senier T reasurerof the N ational Congsess. 
Also all m onies of sim ilar description from  and contributed 

. -  by district of Chiefs w ith in  the Provinces shall be paid  ta
i*  . the^Treasurer of the Ifiovinckyl Congress„who shall pay over 

", ■ to the General Treasurejvpnc th ird  thereof
r - if-'***’41. All Chiefs shall be ex-officio m em bers of the

Association w ith  tfoe r igh t to a t te n d  and  speak  in 
all its m eetings w henever and  whensoever.

42. Chiefs w ith in  the P rov inces  shall be H o n o 
rary  V ice-C hairm en in all d is tric ts  and  local b ranches 
and  be delegates f ^  the^ir d is tric ts  in the m eetings  of 
the  P rovincia l C on g re;ssl w*ith a  separa te  p lace of 
honour and  a  r ig h t  of' preference to audience. E ach  
shall pay  an  honorary  'membership fee to the Associa
tion of one guinea.

43. In every d is tr ic t  of a  chief w i th in  the  Province 
w i th  the  ap p ro v a l  of himself there shall be app o in ted
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an  official representing  the interests of the Associa
tion  under  the  con tro l  an d  direc tion  of the C h a irm an  
of the P rov inc ia l  C onp jgg^and  th ro u g h  w hom  all the 
affairs of the  Association shall be m a d e  k now n  to the 
Chief and his dis tric t.  H e shall a t te n d  all the m ee t
ings of the P rov inc ia l  Con p ress and  be ex-officio 
m em ber of its E xecutive  Com m ittee . All reports, 
grievances, notices etc to  an d  from and  affectiug the 
d is tr ic t shall be m ade th rough  h im  an d  the C h a ir 
m an  of the P rovincia l C o n g rq ^ .  He shall be de
s igna ted  the “ D istric t A gen t” of the Association.

44. T h e  D is tric t A gent shall a t te n d  the m eetings 
held by the chief in his d is tr ic t  and  read all notices 
etc from the C h a irm an  of the P rov inc ia l  C ongress- ; . 
and  genera lly  report the result thereof. He shall 
a t ten d  the m eetings and  C om m ittees  of the P rov inc ia l 
£.°'3fiE&3? a t  the  expense of his district.

45. F o r  the purposes of these presents, the under
m entioned  places, are hereby declared to  be the T e r r i 
tories for the time being  v iz :— (1) B asu to land , (2) 
Sw aziland , (3) B rit ish  B echu an a lan d  and (4) B echua- 
n a lan d .  Vy I, ♦ .V* * • ( * * ’/ / /  4 * .

40. T he N a tio n a l  Congress ( th rough  the Execu
tive Com m ittee,)  shall define, declare, dem arca te  and  
subdiv ide  the Territories, Provinces, Divisions, Dis
tricts  and  Branches and shall also from tim e to time 
create new  ones w i th  dem arca tions  or subdivisions 
and  form associations ^herein and  a p p o in t  officers or 
representatives thereon^ under control of the: Associa
tion. Fhe T ran sk e iam  T erritories  w ith  the ex is t ing  
boundaries  are hereby declared a Province a n d  to have 
a  Congress cons ti tu ted  in all respect an d  w ith  powers 
an d  functions of a  P rov inc ia l  Congressj[within the ' 
m ean ing  of C h ap te r  V I1 of these presents.

A T T A C H E D  BO DIES.

47. It shall be com peten t an d  law ful for anv  
in d e p e n d e n t  body to a t tach  itself to or jo in  the
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Association under such conditions as the Executive 
C om m ittee  shall approve. Any new  body desiring  to 
jo in  or affiliate in the Association, shall m ake  a p p l i 
ca tion  thereof as near  as possible in the form in fhe 
schedule hereto m a rk e d  “ A. ■'

48. U pon the app rova l of the ap p l ica t io n  of a  new  
body it shall be en tit led  to  receive all notices etc of 
the A ssociation subject to the cons ti tu t io n  hereof; 
and  sha ll  also be en t i t led  to send to the m eetings of 
the Association delegates the n um ber  whereof to be 
de term ined  by the E xecutive  C om m ittee  in every
instance (m u ta tis  m u tan d is .)  •

• \ ^

49. It shall be the du ty  of the N a tiona l
Congress and  its branches to  foster and enlist the 
sym pathy  and  practical support of the ministers

."o f  religion and  the ir  denom inations  e ither individualey 
or collectively, by such w avs an d  means as the 
Executive C om m ittee  shall deem expedient and 
practicable.

* C H A P T E R  V I :
f i t(A) P rovincial C o n g r e ss .

7- 50. In each of the four provinces of the Union of
4 <j4p3° u th  Africa, to  w it,  N a ta l ,  O range  Free S ta te , & £ « 

% ^ T r a n s v a a l  and  C ape Province, the re  shall be a  C on
g r e s s  to  be held once in every year on the first Mon

day  in A ugust a t  such places w ith in  the province.as 
shall be appo in ted . /  y

51. T h e  said Congress (hereinafter called the Pro
1 ‘ *virf?ial C ongress”) shall be called  by the n am e  hither

to  accustom edTo be called in each Province, namely. 
“ T H E  N A T A L  T v T O V X  ^  U N L E S S ”  in N ata l ,  
T H E  O R A N G E  F R E E  b T  A T E  
G R p S S ’b in the O range Free S tate , and  “T H E  
T R A N S V A A L  W rO H tfts. C O N G R E S S " in the T ran s-  
val, “ T H E  C A P E  S O T i  /C O N G R E S S ” in the 
C ape P rovince and  the T R A N SK E IA N  N A 0T Y E  
C O N G R E S S  in the T ranskei and  shall be

V /  / V y / f / .
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—
presided over by  the P j f s id eajL (hereinafter referred to 
as the C h a irm an  of the Province.) f t

52. T h e  said P rov inc ia l C ongress^shall  be com
posed of the  Chiefs, delegates and  officers of the C on
gress w ith in  the Province and such o the r  special 
delegates  as m ay  be approved, £ r

53. T h e  C h a irm an  of the Province^shall be elect
ed by the P rov inc ia l and  be the representa
tive official of the N ationa l Congress in the Province 
ac t in g  under the direction of the P res iden t for 
the time being. He shall have a  sea t in the Executive 
C om m ittee  of the N a t io n a l  Congress. T here  shall 
also be a  vice-chairm an, a  Secretary and  a T r e a s u r y  
each elected by  the Provincial C ongress-

54. There  shall be a  C om m ittee  of the  said <£0*1*
gresf consisting of (1) the fchairm an , v ice-chairm an, 
the secretary, tre a su re r  and  the d istric ts  agents, T he  
quorum  shall be five and  shall meet a t  least once a 
quarte r .  „

55. T h e  Provincial C„ofc?giifi?s shall w ork  and  
control all the affairs of the A ssociation w ith in  the 
Province an d  shall carry  on- .nd conduct all the orga^  
n isa tion  therein and  to e>. ercise all powers ‘and  
functions delegated  to it for execution, subject h o w 
ever in all and  every th ing  and  p a r t icu la r  to the 
supreme a u th o r i ty  of the N a tio n a l  Congress 
an d  the provisions of these presents.

56. Subject as hereinafter provided in the  Rules 
an d  O rder of Procedure, t;>T P rov inc ia l  Congress 
shall consider (1) the financial s ta te m e n t . (2) report 
of the  chairm an  iinc lud ing  any  com m unica tion  
from the P residen t (3) report of the d istrict 
agents, (4) election of official representatives in the 
N a tio n a l  Congress, (5) consider any  special recom 
m enda tion  or report to be sent to the N a tio n a l  C on
gress w ith  or w i th o u t  reference to  any report or 
resolution adop ted  or h av in g  been referred there to  
by the N a tio n a l  Congress, (Q) discusion'cff any  m a tte r
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specially affecting the Province and  for report to the 
N a tio n a l  Congress, (7) the division and  subdivision of 
of any  d is tr ic t or d is tric ts  for the purposes of 
o rgan isa t ion  etc and  the boundaries  thereof, 

t, 57 T he  P rovincial Congress are, subject to the 
r igh ts  of the N a tio n a l  CongressTnerebv em pow ered  to  
in s ti tu te  in the ir  official capac ity  any enquiry  or 
investiga tion  they m ay  deem expedient, w ith in  the 
P rov ince, w he ther  affecting an  officer, delegate , 
member, b ranch  or d istrict an d  to  se tt le  b y a r b i t r a  
tion  or o therw ise any  dispute or m a t te r  w hatsoever 
a r is ing  w ith in  the Province.

58. T he  C hairm an  in conjuncion w ith  the C om 
m ittee, shall obey and  be responsibly to the N ational 
Congress for the  execution of all its resolutions and  . 
orders etc , by and  th rough  the President in so far as 
the province is concerned :

(a) And the C ha irm an  shall convene the P rovin- 
H* . f a c ia l  ( gre^g by no t less th a n  4 w eeks’ notice

10 in the new spapers or by circular addressed to 
all the branches and  d is tric t agents  ;

(b) Shall a p p o in l ' th e  tim e and place of m eeting  
and  preside over the m eetings ;

(c) Is the ex-officio chairm an  of all the d istrict 
and  b ranch  com m ittees and  also of any 
special C om m ittee  in the Province.

(d) Is responsible to  the N a tiona l  Congress for 
the m a in tenance  of order and  discipline and  
also for the o rganisation  w ith in  the Province.

P rovided  tha t,  as to the ap p o in tm en t of place of 
the next m eeting  of the P rovincia l C o n gress, the 
decisionTlf the C om m ittee  shall be followed ; And 
th a t  an y  d istric t or place shall be a t  liberty  to invite 
the next Provincial C p n press to  a  place w ith in  its 
district. ----

T he  bxfs ting  cons ti tu tions  of or the Rules apd  
R egu la tions  h ith e r to  govern ing  the respective fSa***, 
Provincial! Congresses, in so far as they  (and each of 
them) are consisten t w ith  these presents, shall be deemed

m i ;

n
V
*

n

)
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and  be construed to be p a r t  and  parcel of a n d J n  
ad d i t io n  to these presents bu t  ho t  otherwise.

60. Every dis tric t or b ranch  w ith in  the Province 
shall be en titled  to send a  delegate  to  the  P rov inc ia  
Congress ; And any  body or bodies a t tach e d  to the 
Association m ay send a  delegate  approved  by the 
cha irm an  of the P rov inc ia l Con^mgs w ith  the advice 
of the Com m ittee.

61. No m ee ting  of the P rov inc ia l  C o n g e r s  shall ftnr 
be held and  no act or m a tte r  of the  said mee^m g shall 
be valid  and  b in d in g  for any  purpose whatsoever, 
unless a t  least ten ord inary-de legates shall have  been 
present and  voted in the said  m eeting. And the 
cha irm an  of the Province shall in th a t  event dismiss

’***•£/

unti l  required the num ber of
i

the  m eeting  or a d jo u rn  i 
delegates shall be presen t , ^ ^ *

62. It shall be the du ty  of the C h a irm an  of the 
P rov inc ia l  Congress to a t  least once a  r e a r  visit the » 
Chiefs w ithfn"the Province in the  interests and  objects 
of the A ssociation  and  to rep o r t  to the Chief Execu
tive the result of his tou r  from tim e to time. H e 
shall also v is it  and  inspect the w ork of the D is tr ic t 
Agents, D is tric t C om m ittees and  branches th ro u g h o u t  
the Province and  give his report thereon to  the m eeting  
of the  P rov inc ia l  Congress in the  A nnua l M eeting and  
such a=report as dea lt  w i th  and  adop ted  in the m eeting  
shall be sent to the  N ational Congress, after w hich 
it  shall be the p roperty  of the Association

(K

G3. T h e  C ha irm an  of the 
to the N a tio n a l  Congress aV

Province shall t ransm it
resolutions and  decisons 

a n d  all m atte rs  w hatsoever transac ted  by each m ee t
ing. And anv  resolution and  p e tit ion  in tended  to be 
su b m it ted  before the Union P rov inc ia l  Councils, 
M unicipal C ouncilso r  o the rloca l a u th o r i ty  shall, when 
passed in the m eetings be su b m it ted  to  the President 
of the P rov inc ia l Congress,

/
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(B) D IS T R IC T  B R A N C H E S .

64. T h e  P rov inc ia l Congress shall contro l and  
m an ag e  all d is tr ic t and  focal branches (hereinafter 
referred to  as “ the B ranches”) w ith in  the ir  respective 
jurisdictions and  shall form and  create new  D istric ts  
or sub-divisions w i th  branches or sub-branches the re 
in w i th  defined boundaries  under the ir  control and 
m an ag em e n t subject to the provisions of these 
presents, w hen  all the branches are m e t toge ther  in 
the  P rovince by representa tion  such m ee ting  shall be

f i  iia_Hm-"n as the P rov inc ia l  C ongress. T he  C h a irm an  
of the Province m ay  d ec la re '!h e" \V itw a te rs ran d  Area 
a  d is tr ic t .w ith  sub-branches and  in th a t  event it 
shall have the  r ig h t  to elect e igh t delegates.

65. T h e  branches shall consist of the members of 
the  Association w ho are ipso facto  members of the 
branches in w hich they have joined.

66. There  shall be a  m ee tin g  of the branch  a t  
least once a  q u a r te r  convened to consider the ir

. greivances and  local affairs, en ro lm ent of members, 
m a tte rs  for or from the P rov inc ia l Congress, the 

«/ election of officers and  f in a n c ^ l  m atters.
67. No b ranch  shall be formed or be deemed a 

b ranch  of the Association unless a t  least 25 o rd inary
i ' m em bers shall have been enrolled. There  shall be 

one recognised b ranch  of the Association in each 
district, to w n  or locality.

63. T h e  branches shall elect the ir  ow n officers
afte r every an n u a l  m eeting  of the N ation  a lC b n g ress  
T h e  officers shall consist of the c h a i rm a n ’ secretary 
a n d  treasurer an d  tw o  o ther  members of the b ranch_________ Lsurer
aTP~of w hom  shall form the C om m ittee  to  m anage  
an d  control the  affairs thereof. T h e  said officers 
shall be know n as “ local cha irm an ,” “ local secre
ta ry ,” and  “ local..,.,.-treasurer.” and  “ local com 
m it te e” respectively and  are Hereinafter referred to as 
such. T he  quorum  of the local C om m ittees shall be
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-three and  shall as far as possible m eet once every 
m o n th  b u t  in every case a t  least tw ice a  quarte r .

69. It sha ll  be ob liga to ry  on the local cha irm an  to  
call the quar te r ly  m ee ting  of the branch  and  upon his 
fa ilu re  to do so, the Chairm an, of the P rovince shall 
have r ig h t  to  request the local cha irm an  to resign.
N otices of the quarte rly  m ee ting  shall be issued a t  
least one m onth  before the da te  of the m eeting .
N oticesof the special m ee ting  a t  least tw o weeks before 
the  da te  of the m eeting  w ith o u t  prejudice to clause 
75 hereunder contained.

70. No business of the branch  shall be transac ted  
and  be considered unless there shall be present a t  
least 15 o rd inary  m embers thereof an d  the  local c h a i r 
m an  sha ll  e i ther  dissolve or ad jou rn  the  m eeting  u n t i l  
a  sufficient num ber  shall be present.

71. It shall be the p rim ary  functions  of the  local. 
C om m ittee  of the branch to enrol members, to collect/ 
m em bersh ip  fees and  o ther  monies and  give account 
of same to the P rov inc ial T reasu rer  as the case m ig l i tS #  
be, after h av in g  macte tT?e report thereof to the branch , i- 
Also to investiga te  and  a t ten d  greivances and  to *1 
o b ta in  redress thereof.

72. Each b ranch  shall keep  a  (a) Register B o o k /  .
for enro lm ent of members, (b) ProperfBooks o f  a cc b u ntV/|#'#l(< /  
and  (c) M inute Book for record ing  the proceedings G iri, 
the  meetings. And the local Secretary shall he th ^  y A - r * ’ 
custod ian  thereof.

73. All the books of the local Association shal 
be opened  for inspection by any  m em ber of the local 
b ranch  a t  any tim e on a p p l i^ n io n  and  upon paym ent 
of a  fee of one shilling. T h e  C ha irm an  of the Province 
shall have the r igh t to inspect all the books by himself 
or his agen t w i th o u t  the paym ent of a fee.

74. Copies of all resolutions and  petitions  which*! 
are in tended  to lie subm itted  before any local aiitho-”’’̂  
r ity  w ith in  the  Province or D istric t shall be forw arded  
to  the ch a irm an  of the province for considera tion  and  
dicision.
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7">. It shall be law ful for the local ch a irm an  to 
convene a special m eeting  of the b ranch  or to hold  a  

^ se r ies  of m eetings for any m a tte r  w hich w ith  the ad- 
"s^yice of the local com m ittee  he m a y  consider necessary 

jJ  f :  dor consideration and  to raise funds in connection
^ therewith w i th o u t  res triction...^

76. 1 lie local ch a irm an  shall convene all the m e e t
ings of th e  branch and  shall also preside thereon. In 
the  absence of the local ch a irm an  one of the  m em b ers  
of the co m m it te e  'o th e r  than  the secretary 1 shall ta k e  
the chair. P R O V ID E D  alw ays th a t  in all places w here 
tw o  or m ore  .tribes ry' races are represented in the  
b ran ch  there shall be elected one or m ore  m em bers  
represen ta tive  of the o ther tribes or races to be vie- 
c h a irm a n  or v ice-chairm en w ho  shall iffso f  (‘to be 
m em bers  of the local com m ittee ,  and  in the absence of 
the  local ch a irm an  therefor, the  v ice-chairm an  or one 
of them  shall tak e  the chair..

77. T h e’local treasurer shall recieve and  keen Jjr 
the  b an k  or safe custody a ll m onies  of the b ranch  and  
sfTaTl fender a stateTnent of account everv quarte r .  
N o m onies shall be paid  ou t for any  purposes w h a t 
soever except by the sanc tion  of the  local co m m it tee .  
H e shall cause all m onies  receceived and  p a id  ou t bv 
h im  or on his behalf to be entered in proper books of 
accoun t as soon as possible afte r receipt and  p a y m e n t  
respectiveljc

78 It shall be the duty of the local secretary to record 
in the m inute book all ihe proceedings of m eeting 
of the b ra n d 1, to  enrol members in the register, to 
collect and receive merrfbership fees, contributions, fines,, 
levies and charges and all other monies payable io the 
branch for and on behalf of thesAssociationand heshall pay to  
the treasurer all moneys so received by him or on his behalf. 
The local secretary shall issue and send out orders or notices 
from the local chairm an or the local com m ittee, and shall 
conduct all the correspondence and keep all documents 
re la ting  to  the business of the branch 1 ‘RGY11 )ED alw ays 
th a t all papers, letters, documents* boobs-and any other 
m atte r  whatsoever in the possession of the local secretary  
are  the property of the Association

*
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79 It is hereby declared and provided th a t the existing 
'Magisterial Districts in the Provinces of the Union with 
th e ir  boundaries shall for the purposes of these presents each 
and all of them be the districts of the Association Each of 
the said districts shnll have one branch of the Association 
a n d  it shall be lawful and com petent to have sub-branches 
w ithin the District.

80 The branch shall have a head office in a  su itab le  
piece w ithin the d istrict in w hich the m eetings of the  
C om m ittee shall take place. W hen the sub-branches 
w ith in  the districts are m et together (as they are hereby 
required to  do) they shall constitu te  the branch of the Asso
ciation  and  be part and parcel of the m eeting of the branch 
for th a t district,

81 Every sub branch w ithin the d istric t shall have its 
boundaries and jurisdiction lim ited  by s ta tu to ry  d istrict 
ward, M uncipal area, local Board a rea  or in such other 
m anner as the chairm an of the province shall decide. Its 
officers shall occupy the position of “ assistants ’’ and “. sub
com m ittees” respectively and shall be under the control 
of the officers of the branch of the d istric t bu t under this 
constitu tion

82. Every branch w ith in  the Province shall be en titled  
to  send one delegate to the m eeting of the N ational Con
gress, and Provincial Congress Also an  body or bodies 
a ttached  to the Association or the branches m ay send a  
delegate to the N ational Congress and  Provincial Con- 

-gresses in such m anner as shall be determ ined by the cha ir
m an of the Province.

83 Membership in the Association shall consist of three 
classes, to wit, O rdinary members. H onorary members, and 
A uxiliary  membens

*84 O R D IN A R Y  M EM BERSHIP w ill be open to a ll \ 
men belonging to the aboriginal races of Africa and who 
Have a tta ined  the age of 18 years.

H O N O R AY MEMBERS H IP  t>_all m en and women w ho 
jh all have rendered em inent services to_the Bantu people 
a n d  shall have a tta in d  the of age 40 yeajg.
AUNdUT ARY M EM BERSHIP will be open to  all women 

I of the aborig inal races of Africa over the age of 13 years 
/w h o  shall be members of B antu  W om en’s N ational League 

of South Africa.
85. There shall • be membership fee payable by each 

m em ber m the Association according to the above men- 
lio n ed  classes as follows :—

(C) M EM BERSHII
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O rdinary m em bers shall pay 2/G a year. 
H onorary m em bers shall pay 10/6 a  year. / / /

1

?
/ ' i

J  I The fees shall be collected and paid not later than the- 
/I I 6th day of July  in each and every,
* 86, It shall be the duty of even- m em ber to jo in  one

branch of the Association w ith in  the locality  in which the 
m em ber resides. Auxiliary m em bers under the auspices of 
their League whenever required shall provide su itab le  
shelter and en terta inm ent for members or delegates to the 
m eetings of the Association,

| i  87. An H onorary  m em ber shall be proposed by the 
/  P rov inc ia l  Congress th rough  the ir  cha irm an  respee- 
i tively and  such proposal w hen approved  shall bp 

*J recom m ended to the N ational Congress for election.
88. In the event the can d id a te  is recom mended 

I by  the Provincial Congress for election as H onorary
m em ber, the cha irm an  thereof shall t ran sm it  to the  
G eneral Secretary of the N a tio n a l  Congress the full 
nam e address and occupation  of the can d id a te  to 
g e ther  w ith  the proposal aforesaid and  the b iogra
ph ica l sketch s ta t in g  the p a r t ic u la r  em inent service 
rendered by the cand ida te .  W hereupon  the G eneral 

I Secretary shall cause the said proposal as recom mended 
toge ther  w ith  the  b iograph ica l sketch of the cand ida te  
to  be laid on the tab!e"of the N a tio n a l  Congress for 
election or otherwise.

89. No can d id a te  shall be eligible for recom m en
d a t io n  to  the H onorary  m em bersh ip  of the A ssocia
t i o n  unless he has been ord inary  m em ber of the As- 
soc ia t ion  and  has regulary  pa id  his ordinary' m em 
bersh ip  fees for a  com plete  period of five years.

80. T h e  H onorary  m em ber shall have the privilege 
I to  a t te n d  an d  vote in person in any* m ee tin g  or council 

of Chiefs, an y  m ee tin g  of the Association w hatsoever  
and  wheresoever, any  d ep u ta t io n  or de legation  w i th 
ou t any  previous election or appo in tm en t .  He shall 
no t  be called upon to  pay  any  charge  levy or c o n tr ib u 
tion th a t  mayr from tim e to  tim e be im posed on th e  

I ^Association except the above m entioned  m em bership



91. A m em ber w ho pays his fee shall be en t i t led  to  
have his nam e being  enrolled in_tln- R egister kep t for 
th a t  purpose by the  b ranch  in which he has jo ined  
tog e th e r  w ith  his place of residence and  occupa tion . 
A nd upon  paym en t of an  ex tfa  sum of 6d. he shall 
have a  m em bership  card for the  year. T h e  m em ber
ship card shall be precisely s im ilar to the F o rm  “ B ” 
prescribed in the Schedule hereto.

92. O nly  O rd inary  and  H o n o ra i^  m em bers of the 
Association shall have the r ight to vote  in the m ee t
ings of the Association. P R O V ID E D  N E V E R T H E 
LESS th a t  no m em ber shall be a llow ed to vote  under 
any  p re tex t w hatsoever uni ss he has paid  his m em 
bership fee for the year.

93. A m em ber possessing the m em bersh ip  card 
issued in his nam e shall have und ispu ted  r ig h t  to 
a t ten d  all m eetings of the Association in any dis tric t 
except however th a t  lie shall have no r ig h t  to  vote  
elsewhere o ther  th an  in the b ranch  m eeting  of the 
d istric t in w hich  he is enrolled a  member.

94. A m em ber rem ovingdrom  the d istric t to some 
o ther  d is tric t or place shall ob ta in  from the local 
Secretary  of his b ranch  a rem oval certificate according 
to  Form  “ O ” in the Schedule hereto show ing  th a t  he 
is a du ly  enrolled m em ber of the Association in th a t  
b ranch  and  th a t  he has paid his m em bership  fee for 
the  year or th a t  there are no arrears  thereof. A fee of 
(id shall be paid  for rem oval certificate. U pon 
producing  the m em bersh ip  card an d  the rem oval cer
tificate the said m em ber shall be en tit led  to have his 
nam e transferred for enrolm ent in the b ranch  of the  
d is tric t to  w hich  he has removed and  to enjoy all 
r igh ts  and  privileges of m em bership  as theretofore.

95. N o tw ith s ta n d in g  a n y th in g  herein con ta ined  as 
to  m em bersh ip  enro lm ent thereof, the  en ro lm en t of 
a Chief shall ipso facto m ake every ind iv idua l m em 
ber of the tr ibe  a m em ber of the Association for all 
in ten ts  and  purposes.



(D) DELEGATES.

96. There shall be delegates to  the P rov inc ia l  
C ongress  an d  also to  the N a tio n a l  Congress each 
cTecrd-d""by the branches  of the  A ssocia tion . Each 
delegate  shall be elected u p o n  the  fo llow ing  qua lif i
cations :—

(a) H e shall be an  enrolled m em ber of the  Asso
ciation ;

(b) H is  m em bership  fee shall have  been pa id  up 
to  the d a te  of his nom ina tion  ;

(c) H e shall reside w ith in  the rad iu s  of 150 miles 
of the d is tric t for w hich he is elected.

(d) He shall no t be less th an  35 years  of age.
(ev He shall be elected for the  period of one year 

b u t  shall be elig ib le  for re-election. ■=£r*

97. It shall be the duty  of the delegate  to  a t ten d  
m eetings for w hich he is elected, to  present his creden
tia ls  to  exercise his r igh t  to vote an d  w a tc h  all m a tte rs  
affecting his d is tric t an d  o the r  m a tte rs  genera lly  in the 
in terest of the Association.

98. No de legate  shall be obliged  to  a t ten d  the; 
m ee ting  to  w hich he is elected unless provided w ith  
funds sufficient for trav e l l in g  an d  o ther necessary 
expenses.

99. I t  shall be his du ty  to report to  the b ranch  for 
w hich he is a  de legate  a li  m atters , decisions an d  p ro
ceedings come to a n d  determ ined  by the m ee tin g  of 
delegates to w hich he w as  elected and  to  expla in  
th e  m a n n e r  in w hich he exercised his vo te  in each 
instance and  the reasons therefor.

100. A vo te  of censure o r  no  confidence on the 
de legate  passed by his constituents, shall be sufficient 
(w arrant for the delegates to  vaca te  his sea t of delega
tio n  w i th  no o the r  a l te rna tive .



C H A P T E R  VII.

e A

t r

F i nds and P rodurty.

[101. T he m ain sources of tire revenue or incom e of the 
a tional Congress shall be derived from :—

Membership Fees 
C ontributions by the Provinces 
C ontributions by the Territories# * ,  ~ —

eJs,p »**J *fc4* - « - *

Other m eans as m ay be decided by the N ational 
Congress-in-Convention.

102. All m em bership Fees .shall be paid  by the Branches 
to  the T reasurer of the Provincial C ongress who shall 
transm it the am ount thereof Avith die lis t or members to 
the G eneral T reasurer of the. N ational Congress. T he Local 
T reasurer shall m ake Q uarterly  R eturns of the members 
enrolled by the Branch together w ith  the am ount of 
m embership fees so received and collected.

1/ 103. Each Branch shall be required to  con tribu te  the
II sum of £5 per annum  tow ards the funds of the Provincial 
I] Congress not la te r than  in the m onth of August in every / • 

year.
0 7  104 Every P rovincial Congress shall be required to  pay .
«J /and contribu te in every annual m eeting of the N ational ■ ' 
«TT' ongress the sum of £50. A ttached bodies shall c o n tr ib u te / /
11 annually  !o the N ational Congress a  sum to  be fixed by the##’ 

Executive Com m ittee.
105 All fines, forfeitures, charges an d  fees are  the monies 

of the N ational Congress and shall be transm itted  w ith  
R eturns showing particu lars to  the Treasurer of the N ation
a l Congress. All deposits paid  in shall b e h e ld  in  tru st by 
the G eneral Treasurer for the' p articu lar object intended 
and w ill be applied  according to circum stances as to refund 
or otherwise. j~

10G. Every Chief or d istric t of a  Chief w ith in  the Pro 
—l  vince shall be required to  i& ntribute to th e  Provincial 

|  Congress the sum of £5 per annum.
Every Param ount Chief w ith in  the Province shall con

tribu te  the sum of £50 per annum  one half of w hich the 
Treasurer of the Provincial Congress shall pay  over to  the 

■ Treasurer of the N ational Congress
107. Every T errito ry  shall be required to contribu te  to  

• the funds of the N ational Congress a sum of £100 in every 
annual, m eeting of the N ational Congress.

?

M
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|  W here there is more than  one P aram ount Chief in a 
^Territory , according to the tribes, each such Param ount Chief 
j shall contribute to  the N ational Congress a sum of £50 per, 

annum. But in the event each such P aram ount Chief desires 
■ to  have a separate official Elected Representative, then a 

• lj.sum .o f £100 per annum  shall be contributed.
108. It shall be com petent and lawful for any Branch to 

|  raise m oney for its local purposes to  any extent by any 
I m eans o ther than  membership fees. No Branch shall pur- 
‘ chase or hire for a  term  premises or build  upon or occupy 

anv land w ithout the consent in w riting  of the C hairm an 
of the Province. The Provincial Congress m ay assist or 

■ * subsidise Branches w ith  funds for anXHawful purpose.
109-. It is hereby agreed declared and provided th a t a ll 

m onies howsoever derived, received and paid to  anv of the 
treasurers, officers or m em bers of the Association, shall be 
deemed in all and every respect to be the property of the 
N ational Congress. And the T reasurer for the tim e being 
or any officer, m em ber or person having in his possession or 
control any monies or other property  of or intended for the 
Association, shall be deemed to have and to hold them  in 
trust for the N ational Congress.

U0. And it is further agreed declared and provided th a t 
the N ational Congress through its Executive officers shall 
have the right to call upon and dem and from any of the 
officers or members or any person whomsoever to  give 
account of m onies in his possession or control or of all 
m onies received by him or on his behalf belonging to or 
intended for the Association and to enforce paym ent there
of accordingly.

l i b  The Executive Com m ittee shall hold all the p ro 
perty of the Association of w hatsoever nature  and where 
ever s itua te , in trust for the N ational Congress. And all 
title  deeds or other docum ents creating  title  claim  or righ t 
to  any property shall be held in the corporate nam e of the 
Association and no other.

-Hi.
|! C H A PT E R  VIII.

O fficers .

112. The Officers of the N ational Congress shall be : —
I. The President 

II. The V ice-President
III. The General Treasurer
IV. The General Secretary

V The Executive C om m itte



Each and all elected and to hold their several offices for a 
term  of 3 years from the date  of election but in the m anner 
hereinafter expressed and provided.

I. T H E  PR ESID EN T.

113. There shall he a  President of the N ational Congress 
who shall be the Chief Executive Officer He shall be the 
responsible spokesm an of the N ational Congress in a ll 
m atters of policy under the above objects and shall be the 
Leader of the H ouse-in-C onvention. He shall exercise a ll 
the discretionary powers for and on behalf of' the N a
tional Congress and shall (except as hereinafter m entioned) 
appoint, suspend or dismiss officers of the Association as w ell 
as Com m ittees, Boards and ^Commissions for any purpose 
whatsoever, by and w ith  the advice of the Executive 
Com m ittee.

114. The President shall be elected by a  m ajority  of dele
gates present a t  the Annual Convention of the N ational 
Congress after having been -  m inated by no less than  tw o 
Provincial Congresses : P rovided nevertheless th a t if there 
shall be no candidate’ for the Presidency whose nom ination 
shall be supported by no less than tw o Provincial Congresses 
as aforesaid, then in th a t event the election of the President 
shall be m ade from and out of the nom inations then made 
by any one Pronvicial Cg^gress and the candidate
• who shall secure the m a jo r ity o f  ’The delegates present at 
the Annual Convention shtfti—be declared to  have beer; 
elected as the President. .̂.

115. It shall be the duty of ,the President in his capacity  
of O rganiser in chief to visit the Provinces a t least once 
during his term  of office to hold conferences w ith  local 
officers, to recieve deputations,’ to hold public m eetings under 
the auspices of the local Branches and generally to inspect 
the work of organisation and the affairs of the Association.

116. It shall be the prim ary duty of the President as 
the Chief Executive Officer to visit the Territories a t  least 
once during his term  of office for and in th e  in terest of the 
N ational Congress and for such other purpose as the Execu
tive C om m ittee m ay consider expedient.

117. No Person shall be eligible for nom intion to the 
Presidency unless he possesses the follow ing qualifications 
nam ely

(a; T h a t he shall have begn a delegate in the N ational 
Congress for three years or has been a m em ber of 
the Executive Com m ittee ;
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'(b)
"(c)

( d )

•(e)

T h a t he has a tta in ed  the age of 40 years ;
T h a t both his parent and ancestors belong to one 
of the aborig inal races and tribes of Africa ;
T h a t he is the registered owner of fixed property 
stock or o ther perm anent securities of the value of 
one hundred pounds sterling, or possesses or is 
en titled  to an independent income of a t least tw enty 
five pounds a  year.
T h a t he is able to  read, w rite and speak one of the 
official languages of the Union.

II. V ICE-PR ESID EN TS.

118. The Elected Representatives of Territories and the 
P residen t of the Provincial Congresses (who shall have been 
elected as such by the Provincial Congresses) shall by 
virtue of their offices be designated Vice-Presidents and  
shall be the officers of the N ational Congress And as here
inafter provided there shall be created certain offices for 
adm inistra tive purposes each w ith a  responsible officer 
appointed out <>f the Vice-Presidents w ith certain  functions 
assigned to him  by the President.

1119 T he qualfication 10 tne appointm ent to one. of the 
adm inistra tive offices shall as far as possible correspond 
. with those for the Presidency as above m entioned

111 T H E  GENERAL TR EA SU RER .

120 There shall be a C en tra l Treasurer elected by the 
N ational Congress on the nom ination of the President on 
the  follow ing qualifications, viz : —

(a) He shall have a tta ined  the age of 35 years.
(b) He shall have been a delegate for three years or a 

member of the Executive C om m ittee ;
(c) He shall be the registered owner of fixed property 

or stock or other perm anent securities of the 
value of £150; or possesses or be entitled  to an 
independent inconTfe of at:’least £25 a year.

■d) Or shall give a fidelity Bond or Security in any 
of the approved Assurance Com panies of the 
sum of not less than .£ lOuO.

121. It shall be the duty of the G eneral T reasurer to 
receive a ll monies for and on behalf of the Association and 
im m ediately bank the same in a bank to be approved bv the 
Executive Com m ittee. He shall keep a  bank book, Cash 
Book, Journal and a  ledger and such other books of accoun t 
a s  m ay be necessary and shall show therein a ll receipts and

V



paym ents. He shall inform the Executive C om m ittee of the' 
balance in the credit a t each ordinary m eeting, and shall 
a ttend  the A nnual Conventions of the N ational Congress, 
to  explain the financial report and the Balance Sheet, to in 
troduce on behalf of the Executive C om m ittee any proposals 
for raising  the revenue or otherwise.

122. The G eneral Treasurer ffiall have under his charge 
and control a Com m ittee to be called “ T he T reasury 
C o m m it t e e ’' consisting of. all the T reasurers of the Pro
vinces and of which he shall be the C hairm an. The quo
rum  shall be three. The T reasury C om m ittee shall m eet 
tw ice a  year to assist, the General T reasurer in the discharge 
of his duties ; to  devise w ays and m eans of raising  the funds, 
to  have custody of ’he Sinking Fund ; to com pare accounts 
of the respective P rov inces; to suggest provision for 
deficiencies ; to devise means upon w hich contributions, 
subscriptions, charges or levies may be m ade and collected 
to  fix salaries, wages, payments, bonues or o ther rem unera
tion* of officers, servants and xithers ; to m anage the upkeep 
of the H eadquarters or perm anent offices, sub offices and a 
buildings of the Association : to  have custdy of a ll T rust 
properties and other valuable property of the Association 
and all Deeds and documents rela ting  thereto  ; to keep a 
v ig ilan t eye on the expenditure- and adm inistra tion  of funds 
to  take charge of a ll public works, institu tions or functions 
and charities or endowm ents ; The General T reasurer to 
lay all the decisions of thg_Treasury Camihiitt.ee before 
the Executive C om m ittee for consideration and "approval.

123 The General Treasurer shall supervise and  contro l a ll 
the Treasurers of the Provindes who shall each occupy the^ 
position of Under 'freasufer They shall pay over or 
account to him  all m onies received by them  for and  on be
half of the N ational Congress*md shall obey and carry out all 
orders of the General Treasurer.

IV. T H E  G E N tlU fe  SEC R ETA R Y .

124 There shall be a G eneral Secretary elected by the 
N ational Congress on the. nom ination  of the President and  
shall possess the follow ing qualifications: —

(a) He shall have a tta in ed  the age of 30 y e a rs ;
(b; He shall be able to read, w rite and- speak one 

of the official languages of the Union :
(c) He must have know ledge of Zulu-Sixosa, and 

Sesuto-Sechoana ;
125 The G eneral Secretary shall take the m inutes of the 

E xecutive Com m ittee, conduct a ll correspondence and have
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charge of a ll books, P etitions and papers and  other records 
belonging to the Association. He shall also have a  m inute- 
book, T elegram  book, D espatch book, L etter book and  a  
G eneral Register, and such o ther books as m ay from  tim e 
to  tim e be required b u t a ll of w hich shall be the property 
of the Association.

126 T he G eneral Secretary shall inform the President of 
any im portan t com m unication received by him  and shall 
also lay a ll official correspondence, resolutions and other 
m atters before the Executive Com m ittee for consideration 
All the decrees, announcm ents, orders, notices, resolutions 
and  other au thorisations m ade by the N ational Congress or 
the Executive Com m ittee shall be under the hands of the 
President and the General Secretary for the tim e being.

‘ And the General Secretary shall be the ex-officio Secretary 
of every delegation appointed by the N ational Congress or 

; by the Executive Com m ittee.
127. It shall be the duty of the G eneral Secretary to  keep 

a  G eneral Register of m em bership as well as a  R egister of 
D elegates and he shall indicate therein clearly  m em bers 
who have paid  m em bership fees  ̂ members in arrears, m em 
bers who have paid  fines or in default, search fees and  all 
other paym ents and fees, charges and levies w hich under 
these presents are m ade payable by every m em ber of the 

/'A ssocia tion . It shall also be the duty  of the General 
I  Secretary to appo in t Inspectors to inspect the Books of the^ 
|  Provinces and Local B ra s h e s  and to exam ine or enquire 

in to  any m atte r affecting ffie w ork of organisation  as car
’s, ried on in the Provinces

128 The G eneral Secretary shall have under his charge 
and control a  C om m ittee to  be called the O R G A N ISIN G  
CO M M ITTEE” consisting -o f all the Secretaries of the 
Provinces and of whicfr he shall be the Chairm an. 
The quorum shall be three. The O rganising Committee 
shall m eet tw ice a  year to assist the General Secretary 
to carry on and conduct theTjrganisation; to collect and 
record all grievances ; to form ulate schemes for better 
and efficient organisation and for the education of 
the people on the objects of the Assotiacion; to 
bring to the a tten tion  of the  Executive C om m ittee a ll press 
com m ents and other m atters w hich in any w ay affect or 
concern the work of the Association. The organising Com 
m ittee shall also exercise the functions of a  Privileges C om 
m ittee  and shall exam ine all com plaints, questions of di 
sciolme, conduct or rights of membership and other disputes 
w ith  powers to refer same to the A rbitra tion  Board, w ith
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th e  sanction of the Executive Com m ittee. The O rganising 
■Committee shall deal w ith  a ll other m atters no t specifically 
a llo tted  or defined'

129 The G eneral Secretary shall supervise and control a ll 
th e  Secretaries of the Provinces w ho shall each occupy the 
position of Under Secretary They shall each obey and 
carry out a ll the orders and instructions of the General 
Secretary.

V. T H E  EX ECU TIV E COM M ITTEE.

130 There shall be an Executive C om m ittee,consisting of 
officers holding responsible function, the first num ber shall 
be 15 who shall include the follow ing:—

The Presidenr, the Representatives of Territories, the 
C hairm an of the Provinces, the General Treasurer and the 
General Secretary. The C hairm an thereof shall be the 
President, and in his absence one of their members other 
the the General Secretary. T he num ber of members of the 
Executive C om m ittee m ay be^Increased or reduced accord 
ing to the requirem ents of responsible offices, bu t they m ay 
not exeed 20 in all.

131 The business of the Association shall be m anaged 
by the Executive C om m ittee,_. who shall controll a ll the 
funds and pay all such expenses prelim inary and incidental
to  the form ation and registration of the Association and fC 

-——further who are hereby invested w ith  and shall exercise 
a ll such powers of adm inistration  and m anagem ent and 
control, and do on behalf of the N ational Congres-in-Con - 
venhon, subject nevertheless to the provisions of these 
presents and to any resolution or au tho rity  of the N ational

But no resolution by the N ational Congress-in C onven
tion  shall invalidate  any prior '  act of the Executive Com 
m ittee  which would have tfcen valid  if such resolution 
had  not been made.

132 The Executive Com m ittee shall m eet a t least once 
a  quarter for the despatch of business, seven members shall 
form a  quorum. The General Secretary shall upon request 
in w riting  of tw e members of the Executive Com m ittee, 
summon a Special M eeting of the Executive C om m ittee, 
N otice of every m eeting of the Executive Com m ittee, 
s ta ting  the general particulars of all business to  be consi- 
derd a t such m eeting shall be sent l by post to each m em ber 
thereof a t least 14 days before such m eeting, unle-s urgent 
circum stances require shorter notice, bu t the proceedings of 
any m eeting shall not be invalidated  by any irregularity  in 
respect of such notice or by reason of any business being
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considered which is not comprised in such general p a rticu 
lars. The General Secretary may also publish the notice of 
the m eeting but w ithou t being' obliged to publish the p a r
ticulars of the-business.

133 In addition  to all powers hereby expressly conferred 
upon them  and w ithout detracting from the generality  of 
their powets, the Executive Dom m ittee shall have the 
follow ing powers, nam ely:—

(af T o adm inister the funds of the Association in 
accordance w ith  the Constitution, All t xpenpiture to be 
lim ited  to adm in istra tion  expenses and t such objects and 
things as they shall consider most beneficial for the p u r
poses of the Ag.50ciat.ion;

(b) T o invest in the nam e of the Association or in the 
nam e of the Trustees (if aify) such p a rt of the funds as.they 
m ay see fit, and to direct the sale or transporta tion  of any 
such investments and to expend or apply the proceeds of 
any such sale for the purpose of the Association.

(c) To acquire in the nam e of the Association or in the 
nam e of the Trustees (if CT ), build upon, repair, improve, 
sell or dispose of, let. or otherw ise deal w ith  any land, 
buildings or premises forThe use of the Association.

(d) To enter into contracts on behalf of the Association.
(e) To borrow money upon the security of any of the

property of the Association and to grant to be granted 
m ortgages, bonds, debentures or other securities for securing 
the same. .___

(f) To appoin t D epartfhent or C om m ittees for any work 
and to delegate all or m y  of their powers to any Board. 
Com m ittee, or sub Com m ittee and to appoint members 
thereof to deal w ith  special branches of their work.

(g) To fram e am endm ents to the C onstitu tion and from 
time to  tim e m ake much ru le s -a n d  regulations of the 
Association for the furtherance of the purposes for which ̂  
the Association was established and for the conduct and 
carrying on the'busm ew  of the Association as they consider 
necessary or expedient, provided th a t such Rules and ■ 
R egulations are repugnant to the objects hereof and to  , 
subm it same for the approval of the N ational Congress.

(i) And generally to co all things necessary or expedient 
for the due conduct of the affairs of the Association not 
herein provided for :

And further it shall he the duty of the Executive Com 
m ittee  : —

(j) To exercise a supervising control over the various 
functions cf a ll the members of the C om m ittee and all 
o ther officials :
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(k) 1 o present to the Annual 1 'in v en tio n  of the N ational 
^ongress a  report of the work for the year as well as the 
F inancial R eport and Balan -Sheet ; and to draw  up 
estim ates of their financial requirem ents for the Year ;

(l ) d o cause true accounts to  be kept of a ll sums of money 
received and expended on beha 'f of the Association and  the 
m atters in respect of w h ich  such receipt and expenditure 
takes place and of the assets ai 1 liab ilities of the Associa
tion

(m) To pay the G eneral Secretary and  o ther officers and
servants of the Association such salaries, w ages or rem unera
tions as they shall from tim e to tim e th ink  proper and to  
perm it the G eneral Secretary and other officers and servants 
to reside in the buildings belon ging to  the Association and 
m ay appropriate  such of the apartm ents as they shall th ink  
fit for their use ; ..... .. ■ ■ — —

(n) To establish new Provinces, Divisions and  D istricts 
sub-divisions or sub-districts a M  declare boundaries thereon 
w ith  branches ; to authorise or confirm the establishm ent 

■and dissolution of B ranches; and to  deal w ith  or delegate 
to  local bodies a ll such m atters and disputes as shall arise 
w ith in  the Branches. T o have aosolute discretion in a ll

y m atters affecting the T e rn to r ie ^ -
134. The office of the member of the Executive Com 

m ittee  shall be vacated :—
(a) If by notice in w riting  addressed to the President he 

resigns his office ;
(b) If he ceases to be a  menre*'; of the Association ;
(c) If he fails w ithou t exec use accepted-hy the C om m ittee 

to  a tte n d ’three consecutive m eetings of the C om m ittee 
or if he fails w ithou t such*? ~ ,;se to a ttend  tw o m eet
ings of the C om m ittee in one year.

(d) If he becomes of unsound mind, or be found a  lunatic  ; 
or becomes insolvent or makes arrangem ent or C om 
position w ith  his -creditorT

(e) If a vote of censure be c< i  ted against him  or by \ ote 
be requested to resign ; A if he does or com m its any 
ac t or om its to do any a; t w hich is disapproved by 
the m ajority  of the Com m ittee.

• Provided th a t un til an entry ^'T'Tne vacating  office by a  
m em ber of the Executive Comn .tier under one of the p a ra 
graphs of this clause shall be entered in th e  m inutes of th e  
Com m ittee, his acts as m em ber -hereof shall be effectual

135. If any casual vacancy occur in the Executive 
C om m ittee the P resident shall fid up such vacancy for the  
rem ainder of the term . All va ancies in a ll o ther offices 
shall be filled up by the Executive Committee. M inutes of

4.



34

the  Executive C om m ittee shall be signed by the C hairm an 
and  countersigned by the General Secretary. The P resident 
m ay  ap p o in t a  Recorder to take m inutes and  to record the -  
proceedings and  deliberations of the Executive C om m ittee.

13G. In the event the President shall die or personally 
vacate  office. The Executive C om m ittee  shall elect one 
of their m em bers to ac t in the office for the rem ainder of 
the  term. If the Executive C om m ittee resign en bloc or by 
the  m ajority  thereof, then the speaker (hereinafter referred 
to) shall declare a ll the offices vacant, and shall thereupon 
a c t as President and w ith in  three m onths thereafter shall 
convene a  special m eeting of the N ational Congress for the 
election of officers and  to  receive nom inations thereon in 
accordance w ith  the C onstitu tion

137 It shall be sufficient for the President personally to  
resign by notice in w riting  to  the General Secretary wlm 
shall lay sam e before the Executive Com m ittee, bu t where 
the Executive Com m ittee resigns or vacates office on bice 
or by m ajority  as aforesaid then the President shall com
m unicate the fact in w riting  to  the Speaker. But no such 
resignation or vacating  of office by the Executive C om m it
tee shall be effectual unless duly entered in the m inutes of __ 
the Executive Com m ittee.

VI. A R B IT R A T IO N  BOARD

138 The Executive Com m ittee shall under this C onstitu 
tion establish a  Board to be called the A R B IT R A T IO N  
BOARD whose jurisdiction shall be for the purpose of A rbi
tra tion , settlem ent of disputes, hearing  and conducting Iff5- '  
quiries and deal w ith  m atters of sem i-judicial character, 
for hearing  of a ll com plaints, charges and claims, for the 
in te rp re ta tion  of the C onstitu tion and  for the discharge 
of a ll m atters referred th e re to ; with pow er to g ran t 
Awards, m ake rulings and findings, to  give judgm ents 
and  decrees in the best in te res t of justice, w ith  further 
poviers to impose fines, order forfeitures and aw ard  costs 
a t  its discretion. The parties concerned shall subm it to  the 
ju risd iction  of the BoSbtr'sfcder the Deed m arked “ D ” in the 
Schedule hereof.

139. The A rbitration Board shall have its C entral S ea t i 
in Johannesburg and shall visit once a  year to  hear appeals, 
an d  to  ad jud icate  upon all m atters w ith in  its jurisdiction.
I t shall have branch Boards s itting  in the Provinces once a  
year in the places appoin ted  herein w ith in  three months 
afte r the establishm ent th e reo f; the A rbitra tion  Board shali 
s it first to fram e the Rules of procedure therein for the due
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conduct of its business and for observance by all d isputan ts 
therein. The said Rules after being confirmed by the 
Executive C om m ittee and the publication  thereof,' shall 
have the force of laws as though orig inally  inserted herein,

140. There shall be five members of the A rbitra tion  
Board w ith  a quorum  of three and the members shall be 
appointed by the Executive C om m ittee and  shall hold 
during good behaviour. The Branch Boards shall consist 
of three members w ith  a  quorum  of two, appointed by the 
C hairm an of the Provincial Congress and shall hold office 
during good behaviour. T he members of the A rb itra tion  
Board shall be appointed or. their w ide knowledge and 
experience of the law s and custom s and the general prin
ciples of the Bantu Governm ent and oolity. All parties 
shall have the righ t to be represented in their disputes by 
Counsel /

No m em ber of the Arbi t rati-in Board and its constituent 
parts shall be eligible for a seat in the Executive Com m it- ,
tee of the N ational Congress or to hold any office in the 
Province or Division until he has first resigned or vacated 
his position in the Board. Th Executive C om m ittee shall ;S
fix adequate  sum for purposes b f jh e  Board and its m em bers 
subject to  the vote by the N ational Congress. Also P ro v in 
cial Congresses shall contribu te  their share tow ards the 
upkeep of the Board

VII. A D M IN ISTRA TIV E COM M ITTEES.

141 There shall be created certain  departm ental C o m 
m ittees for adm in istra tive purposes corresponding w ith  the 
Treasury and the O rganising Com m ittees before m entioned, 
each w ith  certain  duties and functions assigned thereto
responsible to the Executive Com m ittee. They shall m eet . 
tw ice a year and the Chairm.-lt thereof shall be one of the 
V ice -P resid e r^ . The said Com m ittees shall be : —

(A) R ecords and P arliamentary C o m m it t e e .

T o consider and have charge and control of all records 
reports and grievances, and all m atters and w ork pertain ing 
to  Bills and Acts of P arliam enc  Provincial and M unicipal 
Councils and other local a u ’ho ities, Law s and the adm inis
tra tio n  of justice, pe titions and Resolutions and works of 
C om nrssions



(B) E ducation and T abour Board

To consider and have charge and. control of a ll m atters 
of Education w hatsoever Schools and Colleges ; a ll ques
tions arising out of labour of w hatever na tu re  including 
contracts, w ages and  fair trea tm ent and  other protective 
m easures in a ll spheres of labour ; also to  take charge of all 
m atters arising out of R ailw ays and  H arbours

(C; L and Settlem ent  Board .

To consider and have charge and control of m atters affec
ting  Locations, Reserves, Mission Stations, Tow nships in 
and outside urban areas, squatting  and a ll m anner of settle 
m ent or occupation of land in and outside urban areas ; 
the rights of purchase, hire and or occupation of land  and 
the ownership thereof com m unally  or ind iv idually  ; Also to 
con tro l and adm inister all the affairs of A griculture and 
im provem ent of lan<L produce live-stock and stock-breeding 
and o ther kindred m atters,

142. Each A dm inistrative C om m ittee  shall be composed 
of one m em ber from each  ̂ Province appoin ted  by the  P re 
sident w ith  the advice of the Executive Com m ittee, The 
quorum  shall be three It shall be com petent for the 
A dm inistrative C om m ittees to have Sub-C om m ittees of 
hve m em bers in each Province whose chairm an  shall be 
m em ber of the A dm inistrat ive C om m ittee in the Province. 
The sub com m ittees shall m eet thrice a  year and the H ead 
C om m ittees tw ice a  year a t  such places as shall be appoint.

C H A P T E R  IX.

4 i UM

M iscellaneous.

/

143 if shall Be law ful lor the Association to  sue and be 
sued in the corporate name, and in a ll cases where it is 
necessary to serve any w rit, summons, declarations, notice, 
process or o ther proceeding on the Association, service upon 
th® G eneral S e c r e t a r y t h e  office of the Association 
shall be deemed good und sufficient service upon the Asso
ciation  No suit or action shall ab a te  by reason of any 
change of the person for the tim e being holding office of 
•General Secretary.

144. All Pow ers of A ttorney or other authorisations, and  
contracts, title-deeds and other legal docum ents entered 
in to  on behalf of the Association snail be good and effective

1



if signed or executed by the General Secretary by the order 
of the Executive Com m ittee.

145. It shall be law ful for the Executive C om m ittee to 
authorise the C hairm an of the Province to  in stitu te  or 
defend actions in a ll com petent courts w ith in  the Province. 
No action  or proceeding w hatsoever shall b ind or affect the 
property of the Association in any D istrict or Province 
unless in stitu ted  or defended in the m anner provided in this 
C onstitu tion .

146. It shall be law ful for the Executive C om m ittee as 
also  for the C hairm an of the Province to  re ta in  a  legal 
adv iso r for their several requlrm ents a t  such rem uneration 
as m ay be arranged. Any Branch fhay also re ta in  a  legal 
adviser for its purposes vvfth the sanction of the C hairm an 
of the Province first being obtained, a t  such rem uneration 
as m ay be arranged.

147. No clause in this C onstitution shall be capable of 
being a t any tim e suspended tinder any pretex t w hatever, 
unless previous notice in wri ring shall have been given a t 
least one m onth before the m eeting and on a  m otion passed 
by tw o thirds m ajority  of meeting. The notice shall state  
d istinctly  the ex ten t of the proposed suspension.

148. N othing in these presents contained, or hereafter to 
be passed as supplem ental thereto, shall a t any tim e or upon 
any pretext w hatever be rescinded, revised, altered, am ended 
or added to except by a  resolution to  be passed by a  tw o- 
thirds m ajority  of the N ational Congress in Convention 
after a  lapse of five years Pom  the R eg istra tion  of this 
Constitution.

PR O V ID ED  alw ays th a t am proposed rescission, revision, 
a lte ra tion , am endm ent or addition  shall first be presented 
in w riting  a t each Provincial Congress, w ith  the usual 
notice of m otion by or o n b e h d h jf',f tw o delegates in tending  
to move the same, and. after approval by the m ajority  of 
delegates present in the Provincial Congress the m otion 
shall be publicly read by the C hairm an of the Province, 
and the sam e to be presented before the N ational Con
gress in Convention for adop 'ion  or o therw ise as aforesaid.

AND PR O V ID ED  further tna t the objects of the Associa
tion shall no t a t  any tim e be; capable of being rescinded, 
revised, altered, am ended or raided to.

149. All the Rules, Regulations, Bye-Laws, resolutions 
and  decisions of the N ational Congress and of any of its 
various m eetings (including the Provincial Congress) and 
Branches a t any tim e heretofore, framed, passed or executed 
or brought in to  effect, and which are in any w ay in conflict 
w ith  or contrary  to any of thsf provisions contained  in these
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presents, shnll be and the same are hereby severally repealed.
150. All speeches and com m unications other than  by and 

to  Europeans shall be in the Vernacular, of which Sechoana, 
Xosa, Zulu and Sesotho shall be principally  or com m only 
used for all purposes v hatsoever.

151. The Executive Com m ittee m ay a t  its discretion 
inaugura te  for political purposes a  P arliam en tary  P arty  
and  run candidates under thgir control, a ll the expenses to 
be voted for by the N ational Congress-in C onvention under 
such pledges and conditions as m ay be determ ined. Further 
the  Executive C om m ittee m ay approve the co operation or 
affiliation for po litical purposes w ith  non European Asso
ciations, either for a  fixed period or during the period of 
a tta in m en t of a definite object bu t no t otherwise.

152. SPEA K ER  : There shall be elected a  C hairm an to 
preside over the m eetings of the N ational Congress in Con
vention, on the nom ination agid of the President. He shall 
be designated the “ Speaker of the Convention,” holding 
office during good behavioyx and shall enjoy the confidence 
of the w hole House It shall be the duty of the speaker 
to  exam ine the qualification of officers, w ith  the discretion 
to  declare the office vacant the qualification is defective.

153. D EPU TY -SPEA K iriC : There shall be elected in a 
sim ilar m anner and conditions an assistant C hairm an who 
shall be designated “ Deputy- Speaker of the Convention.” 
H is duties shall be to assrSTfire Speaker in his capacity  as 
C hairm an and in other respects do such duties as m ay from 
tim e to tim e be assigned to  him.

154. There shall also be appointed on the nom ination  of 
the President a  C hairm an of Com m ittees in Convention to 
preside over a ll Com m ittees ^-C onven tion  and to supervise 
and  take charge of a ll matters th a t m ay during the conven
tion  be assigned through the Speaker for the discharge and 
consideration by a  Comssiktee He shall ac t under the 
direction of the Speaker and to whom  he shall m ake all 
reports of Com m ittees-in-Convention.

155 The N ational Congress-in- Convention m ay delegate 
p a rt of its business to a C om m ittee or Com m ittes to be 
appointed according to  the exigencies of the occasion and 
the  Com m ittees to be know n as “ Com m ittees-in-Conven
tion .” It shall dissolve on the m aking  of its report or 
im m ediately  on rising of the N ational Congress-in-Con 
vention

156 There shall be elected an  official of the Convention 
called  the “ Clerk of the Convention,” nom inated by the 
President, and who shall hold office during good behaviour 
H is duties shall be :—
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(a) To exam ine the credentials of delegates.
(b) T o take m inutes of all conventions, including any  

special session of Chiefs.
c) To call the R oll of delegates ;

(d) To receive on behalf of the Speaker a ll reports by 
Com m ittees-in C onvention; 

e) And-generally to be a Recorder of all the proceed
ings and deliberations of the Conventions of the 
N ational Congress, snd  to discharge sueh o ther 
duties as m ay be assigned to  him  by the Speaker.

157. There shall also be elected on the nom ination  of the 
President, Senior and  Junior C haplains of the N ational 
Congress. They shall have |»een fully ordained m inisters 
for a period of seven year5 and shall hold office during 
pleasure of the President.

Their duties shall, in consultation w ith  the Speaker be 
to  prescribe the tim e of prayers and  services during the 
Conventions and to conduce—the services thereon The 
Senior C haplain  or his dej uty shall preach the official 
sermon on the day and tim e appointed in the agenda.

158. It shall be com petent for the Speaker to appo in t 
Sergeants a t-arm s to  ac t as ushers and orderlies in the pre- 
servation of order and the luct of deliberations of the 
Conventions and  generally .to execute the orders of the 
Speaker. They shall receive rem uneration varying to a 
sum not exceeding 10/- per dif.rn each.

159. The Speaker shall also appo in t com petent persons 
to  in terpret during the Conventions and the s ittin g  of the 
Gom m ittee-in-Convention. They shall receive rem unera
tion  of a  sum not less than  one guinea per day for their 
services, each interpreter. The Speaker m ay also appo in t 
official T ranslato rs on such r4nn .ie ra tion  as m ay fix

160. T he qualifications of Spe ker and D eputy-Speaker 
and the C hairm an of C om m itt es in-Convention shall be 
the age of 40 years and w ith  tJVtr^Ggh knowledge of Sesotho- 
Sechoana, Zulu and Sixosa. They m ust also be able to

_ speak, read and w rite one of the official langauges of the 
Union. The Clerk of the House shall be over 25 years of 
age. w ith  sim ilar qualifications as to languages.

101. Any officer of the Association failing to a ttend  any 
m eeting w ithout excuse accepted by the m eeting or failing  
to do his duty shall be liable to  be dismissed from office 
w ith  or w ithou t a fine not exceedrng one p o u n d ^  Upon las 
E lection  every officer shall deposit w ith  the Association the 
sum  of one pound as security for good conduct Also every 
delegates shall on election deposit w ith  the A ssociation the 
sum  of one pound. No appo in tm en t to  office or election
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o r delegate shall be good and valid  as aga in st the officer 
as delegate  un til the said  deposit has been paid

162. No m otion of censure or non-confidence against the 
P resident shall be in order unless notice thereof has been 
previously given in w riting  and is supported by a t least tw o 
Provincial Congresses

No m otion of censure or non confidence against the 
C hairm an of Province shall be in order unless notice thereof 
has been given in w riting  and is supported by a t least three 
branches in the Province.

No m otion of censure or non-confidence against the 
C hairm an of the Branch snail be in order unless notice 
thereof was previously given in w riting  and is supported by 
a t  least five members of the Branch.

163. The G eneral Treasurer as well as a ll the o ther 
Treasurers of the Association shall on election sign a  d e c la 
ra tion  accepting  the office- rxf Treasurer, as near as possible 
to  the prescibed form m arked “ E ” in the schedule here
under. Also every m em ber who has been fined or ordered 
to  pay a penalty  shall if the am ount is not im m ediately 
paid , be requested to sign a note of acknow ledgm ent thereof 
as near as possible to the pfefcribed form, m arked “ E ” in 
the Schedule hereunder.

164. Any com m ittee failing to  report shall jo in tly  be ' 
liable to a  fine not exceeding five pounds or any member 
of the C om m ittee failing  to a ttend  to h ;s duties as m em ber 
thereof shall be liable to forfeit his deposit w ith  or w ithout
a tine no t exceeding one pound.

165. Any m em ber or delegate not being able to a ttend
any m eeting in person m ay y e  allow ed to vote by proxy 
on paym ent of a fee of 2/6 A respect to a delegate. The 
■proxy shall be as near as possible to the form prescribed in 
the Schedule hereunder ’ - rked “ G .”

166 The follow ing shall be the S tanding  Orders or Rules 
of Procedure in the Cor.vent.ons of the N ational Congress. 
P rov inc ia l C ong ress^  and Branches and Com m ittees :—

I. Or)ler of Procedu re
(a) S itting  of the A dm inistrative and other Com m ittees, 
(b / M eeting of the Executive C om m ittee.
(cj E xam ination of credentials of delegates.
(d) Nam es of delegates to be called over and responded1

C H A PT E R  X.

Standing O rders .

to  viva  vocez. 1
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(e)
(f)
(g)

( h )

(i)

(j)

R eading  of notice convening the m eeting.
R eading  of Minutes.
R eading  of Correspondence, Petitions. M emorials 
e tc , etc.
Q uestions to officers
Election of Speaker, D eputy Speaker, C hairm an 
of Com m ittees in Convention, Clerk of the H ouse 
and C haplains
Public  business: R eading of the agenda and 
m otion for adjournm ent by the  Leader of the 
Convention

II A delegate desiring . speak m ust rise m  his place 
and address him self to  the chair. No in terruption  to his 
speech shall be allow ed except on question of “ order ’’

III W hen tw o or more delegates rise to  speak the 
Chairm an shall call a loud  the nam e of the delegate  who, 
on rising in his place, is ffi;**.observed by the C hairm an : 
Such call shall no t be challenged

PR O V ID E D  nevertheless—ilia t a Chief shall alw ays 
receive preference: And provided further th a t a m otion 
m ay be m ade th a t a  delegate who has risen to speak “ be 
now  heard.”

IV. All m otions and  am endm ents (except form al motions) 
m ust be seconded and handed to the C hairm an in w riting .

V Each Speaker shall direct his speech to the m otion 
proposed as the question for discussion or to a m otion or 
am endm ent to be proposed by himself or to a question of 
“ order.”

VI. No speaker shall be allow ed to speak more tha t once 
on any subject nor longei than ten m inutes He m ay be 
a llow ed to  explain  or correct a m istatem ent or m isunder
standing  in regard to some m aterial part of his speech but 
he is no t to introduce new m atter or to in terrup t a m em ber 
w ho is speaking

' 'p '  VII. A m over of a substantive m otion or resolution may 
be allow ed to reply After the m over has com m enced o r 
m ade his reply no o ther member shall speak to the question 

- (A n  am endm ent and form al m otions are not substantive 
m otions

VIII. When a  point of order arises any m em ber m ay 
speak, im m ediately and commence by a sta tem ent th a t he 
rises to order. The m em ber wb*, was addressipg the m eet
ing m ust thereupon resume his seat, and so. also, m ust th e  
m em ber w ho rose to order . when he concluded his appeal 
to  the chair

IX No m otion or am endm ent or any m atte r w hich s the 
sam e in substance m ay bejproposed or debated upon after
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it has beeu decided. No m otion or am endm ent once m ade 
and seconded shall be w ithdraw n w ithou t leave

X N otice of every m otion m ust be given before being 
presented for discussion except any of the follow ing which 
m ay b e  m oved w ithout any previous notice 

A ppointing a  C hairm an
For consideration of any business or com m unication 

specially brought forw ard by the Chairman,- 
For the adjournm ent of any m eeting,
For m aking  entry or a lte ra tion  on the m inutes for r e 

ceiving, adop ting  and carrying or referring back any 
report,

For reading, a n s w e r in g .c o n s id e r in g  any correspon
dence or other docum ents 

For hearing  any app lican t or petitioner.
For the precedence of any particu lar busines,
For appo in ting  any business for t he consideration of 

any future m eeting
For appo in ting  Com m ittees or referring any m atte r  to

Com m ittees, __-
O n a m atter of Privilege,
For closing the debate or “ T h a t the question be now  

pu t.’’
For any m atter th a t is urgent or im m ediate, 
Am endm ents also m ay be moved w ithou t notice.

XI. No notice of m otion, to rescind any Resolution 
w hich has been passed shall be in order, unless in add ition  to  
the nam es of the proposer and seconder, the nam es of ten 
other supporters are a ttached  to the notice of m otion. The 
rescission shall no t be effectual unless the m otion to rescind 
is carried by tw o-th irds m ajority  of the members present.

XII All questions shall be decided by a  m ajority  of votes. 
All votes shall be counted by the C hairm an or his agen t b u t 
in case of a b a llo t scrutineers shall be apoointed. E lections 
mav be by ballo t.

XIII A delegate or officer shall not absent him self from 
the m eeting w ithou t the consent of the C hairm an No 
absent m em ber shall be nom inated for any  office unless his 
consent in w riting  to  be nom inated has been previously
obtained

XIV. Any delegate refusing to  obey the C hairm an’s 
ru ling or being gu ilty  o irregularity  or m isconduct shall, 
'Upon a  vote being taken, v .thdraw  from the m eeting, and 
and  the Convention shall have the righ t to suspend any 
such delegate for any period it m ay determ ine or impose 
by vote a  penalty  not exceeding five pounds w ith  or w ithout 

•suspension.



XV. It snail be the duty of the C hairm an :—
T o keep order,
T o conduct the proceedings in accordance w ith the 

recognised principles and Rules of debate
T o order any membei to discontinue his speech for 

irrelevance, repetition, offensiveness or use of unpar
liam entary  language or on other ground or reason.

To order the w ithdraw al of a m em ber for noise, or 
unseem ly conduct or irregularity.

To order the forcible ejectm ent of a  m em ber for any 
of the above causes or other just cause.

To quit the chair upon disorder or o th e r  just reason 
and adjourn the m e e t i n ; B y  the C hairm an q u ittin g  
the chair in case of d order the m eeting shall be 
adjourned

To declare the forfeiture of a  de legate’s deposit or the 
rem oval of the delegate 's suspension

XVI W henever the Chair-sra: quits the chair or an 
nounces the adjournm ent, the convention is thereby said to 
be im m ediately adjourned and no business subsequently 
transacted shall be valid  upon any pretex t w hatsoever

XVII. If a  C hairm an or vice chairm an  shall beabsent 
or late for more than  five m inutes after the appoin ted  tim e, 
the members present form ing a quorum  shall im m ediately  
proceed w ith  the m eeting by electing one of them  to take 
the chair and the C hairm an sa.i-p.te shall be liable to forfeit 
his deposit hereunder m entioned.

XVIII It shall not be law ful for any m em ber to rem ain 
standing w henever the C hairm an rises to  speak and no 
in teruption shall be allow ed Deference to the C hairm an’s 
ru ling and  au tho rity  shall ah, ays be paid  by a ll members.

XIX  It shall be com petent for the C om m ittee of 
the Branch to  cause a  list of m em bers in default 
w ith  their m em bership fees, fines or o ther paym ents 
to be read aloud in the eating  or to  be published 
or posted on the door _of he place in w hich the m eet
ing of the Branch is o’rdinarily  held No such reading 
or publication  shall be in order un til one m on th ’s notice to 
th a t  effect has been given to the m em ber or m em ber in 
default.

XX. Anyone or m ore of the S tanding  Orders or Rules of 
Procedure on grounds of lrgeruy or expediency, upon 
m otion m ade after notice has b.x n duly given in writing, 
m ay be suspended a t any m eeting, so far as regards 
and business a t such m eeting  for th a t  p a rticu la r occasion 
only, provided it is agreed jpon  by tw o-thirds m ajo rity  of 
m em bers present a t  the mee ting

1 
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XXI This constitu tion a ill be prin ted  in tw o editions 
of Sechoana-X osa and XuU’-Sesotho, and  every officer of 
the Association shall posse- _ copy

XXII It is hereby dec mei th a t for the conduct of busi
ness in the Convention Pules of Procedure herein con 
tained  shall each and ever >; Ihem be read as supplem ental 
and in addition  to th: ales observed in the Houses of
P arliam en t of the Union And in the event of conflict 
betw een the Rules and those of the Union P arliam ent the 
Rules herein contained!® a .■/future Rules and R egulations 
for the conduct of the !> uness of the Convention, shall 
ahvavs prevail

R igh’ • Might.
Free iomfcot Serfdom.
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“A  Home without Books is like a
House without W indows’’
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An Entirely New and Original Library of Reference.
“ The Concise Encyclopedia & Dictionary”

In Twelve Volumes.
“The Concise Encyclopedia"’ is a wonderful achievement to 

which over a hundred distinguished scholars have contributed. It 
has been prepared under the general editorship of J. M. Parrish, 
M.A., John R. Crossland, F.R.G S. and Angelo S. Rappoport 
PhD., and Dr. Cyril Norwood has written one of those intro
ductions of his which are distinguished for their scholarly clarity 
and intellectual vigour. Complete Set 47/6.

‘The Twentieth Century Encyclopedia for Scholars”
Complete in one volume, containing 768 pages, over 300,000 

words and 1,200 illustrations (if LEARNING, PROGRESS and 
ACHIEVEMENTS never before published in one volume. It 
forms a complete Library for scholars and its great interest 
will appeal to parents. The contributors are all famous in their 
respective spheres. tv '-

The size of the volume is 10j x 7§ inches and weighs lbs., 
bound in Art Cambric. An entirely new production at the 
very low price of 8 / 6 -

“ W ild Life o f  Our World”
(Edited by J. B. Crossland and J. M. Parrish.)

It contains 16 colour and over loOO black and white illustra
tions. Strongly bound in beautiful Art Cambric. 640 pages. 
Size 7 i  x 101 inch.

Never before has such an amazing book been offered. Here 
in one volume everything that lives on land or sea or in the 
air is dealt with concisely and simply. Pi*ICC 7/6.

"T he New Pictorial Atlas of The World”
contain? ; S

One hundred and twenty-eight,'beautifully printed maps, size 
10 x 6f in., embracing the world in detail.

Eighty-four pages Glossary and Encyclopedia of Geographical 
Terms.

Sixty-eight pages of Gazetteer Index. Pl*IC0 8/6
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M A S K E W  M I L L E R ,  L I M I T E D .
EDUCATIONAL 8c GENERAL—BOOKSELLERS, 
PUBLISHERS, PRINTERS 8c STATIONERS.

29, Adderley Street, Cape Town- •s
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The Exclu*>£ Sport Specialists, 

for all sum requirements.

Tennis, FVolball, Basketball, 
Cricket, iuSrkey, Tenikoit, 

GymnMiifih, Fishing, 
etc..; etc., etc.

PA R A G O N SL ’ORTS HOUSE,
3  \  :

75, Long Street, Cape Town. 

Phdne 2-1470.
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