
Extract from an article "Stalihe lias Finned the -death of the III  
I nternationale«

£taliae tytoetne.r vik* the rehefeaoe. Laval e has buried the 
IIlIritarnatioiic.lt;. He makes hi: treachery known tnrou&ii the 
intermediary of a t>our0 eoic ninii tre v.no himself hat hetraj ed/tne 
working cla^s. The bureaueratec of French Stalinism draw at once 
the aece.: sary .conclusions, arm Vai11ant-Couturier in his article 
adds ignominy to treachery.

While the working, dl&r siis movin^ on .the revolutionary path, 
v.hile the peasants ure be^i‘nnin0 to stir and enter vigorously into 
the fifcht, while the oetty bourt.,eosie directly affected by the 

crisis is radicalising itself this bureaucrate (Vaillant-Couturier) 
aare© to write that there was no hope for me indeoenaent fight 
of the proletariat against the bourf.eonie, that all efforts 
had failed and that to prevent- the invasion of the U .S .S .R ,  
there was nothing to be gone except to entrust oneself to 
French imperialism, The ill  Internatlonsle ha° become the atent 
of Stalinism. Let- us • review the f acts :

TTnaer the Staline-Laval pact the Soviet Government enters 
into a military alliance with an imperialist Government, not for 

■/>le as ure 4but in order not to .Ibe . crushed. This treaty is on the 
same plane'as the. tjceat„ of Br<5? t-Li tovr-k wMch was a defeat. Should 
therefore the Comm^ni str and -Sociali'fl! ■ ■  vote for the .ratified ! ok 
of this pact? had'thir i/nde pendent ly from the question whether 
Soviet diplomacy was really forced to s-itn this -treaty or not?

Let us Oo back to the treaty of Brest-Litovsk, The social- 
democrat^s in the Reichsta* voted f /r the ratification declaring 
that as the B:>lcliewilcs Accepted it there was no reason to oppose 
it . The Bolchewiks replied to them: "You are canaille^. We are 
forced to negotiate in oro.er not to be squashed. But you are 
politically free to vote for 01 a^ain. t and y ou.J vote leans either 
confidence in. 01 mir- trust 01 your frouiveosie,''

/The proletariat thi: counti., need nit '''be convinced 
that the Soviet G:;v'ern icnt ■ forced to c^ncltue t military 

tliance |ith  French imperialism, The Comnunist: and Socialists 
..-j-ja not ciis cuss -..ie 2ea.' or.r an.c ; 0 ti Y€6 of the Soviet-;.C overment 
out only the re a oiis ox' the C overnmo-nt FI andij.-Laval, If they 
vote for the’ Gov.djiimeht the* are not le- s "canailles" as the 
-1  ̂i .. [U.. ui/ ci p .1" Ch a t J L. Ox _L . ’ i O ,

j teiuay -iOi .r am Co. ueclt x e& : M'vVe love ou: country, 
but v.e cannot accept t±i<i national defence unuer a capital!'ft- 

regime. 11 thir foi :ula ha: any r-e-nse it means» "We cannot entrust 
aur tou:;c eo'-ie ..ith the. c'.efenc^/of Oiu country ,1' To-day they s&y's 
We shall join  w&x forces v.lth our bourseosie in  order to defend 

the J • S , S ,E . 1 .vo ask iv 0*. is it  that the Fiench b.our, eosie , not 
uooc en. v i  to defend ou. cduitry d-eclaie it; olf b oor, e . h o to 

•• • R.«?" He  ̂ ix whole question.* 3ne cannot
s.-top - in  the middle of the way. To- ••.oirov. the sarae people w ill say*

1 - ''hall ma-ce co anon cause v.l th oui Ibur^eosie to defend ovu country 
against the barbarism of Hitler because after all the-'French people



&
have ihe s'aiae r i^ t ' t  to  s a c r i f i c e  t h e i r  h e ro e s  as the Russian 
people k&r'e .M This i ;s .social-/>a't r i o t  ism.

But one may . ay .that tne immediate danger cOiues .from 
German Fascism  and t h a t  t h e r e f o r e t 'b l o c  har to be formed a g a i n s t  i t .  
This argument may be tooocV enoufaa  f o i  S o v i e t  uiplomacy but i t  i s  
not Marxisaj;. We nave a lways  held  th at  the danger o f  war 
a r i s e s  from c o n f l i c t i n g  i m p e r i a l i s m s .  What produces °erman Fascism 
and tue dan0e r  o f  war are  the en<?j:U'Ou p r o d u c t iv e  f o r c e s  
of uerman c a o i  t a l i s m  which pres? f o r  o u t l e t s .  The c a p i t a l i s m s  of 
tne most proforer-sive c o u n t r i e s  are  t h r o t t l e d  by the co n f in e s  o f  txxe 
f ia t io n  S t a t e .  France "larches' nand i n  hand w i t h  F a ? c i s t  I t a l y ,  
w ith  -an0lan d  a^ain; t Fasejte t $ermany. Jn t h i r  oath one a r r i v e s  
r a p id l y  a t  the i d e a l i s a t i o n  t ? ^ e m o c r a c j  as opposed to
H i t l e r  uermany. This i^ S o c i a l - P a t r i o t i s m .

But one may o b j e c t : " T h i r  i r  a l l  v e r y  w e l l ,  but i t  i s  a l l  
the same n e c e s s a r y  to  p r o t e c t  o n e s e l f  a g a i n s t  the immediate danger 
which i s  t h a t  o f  F a s c i s t  Germany." L e t  us remeber here  th a t  only  
y e s t e r d a y  the Komintern i s s u e d  in  Germany the s lo g a n  of  " n a t i o n a l  
l i b e r a t i o n . "  w i i c h  was im p o s s ib le  w ith ou t  a war. To-day one 
wants to  defend the s t a t u s  quo o f  the V e r s a i l l e s  T r e a ty  in  order 
to  a v o io  war. I f  one ,_.ives up the c l a r - r - s t r u g g l e  ana the i n t e r n a t i o n a l  
r e v o l u t i o n  one i r  l o s t .  To-day one cam ouflages one^s t r e a c h e r y  
by the n e c e s s i t y  o f  "save-^uafd'Jnt, pe ace " ,  and to-morrow when war 
has broken out t oer on wit/, t r e a c h e r y  to. save democracy or
the U . S . S . R .  N e i t h e r  psace >. democracy nor the U . S . S . R .  can be saved 
by the a b d i c a t i o n  o f  th e  Preach ,pi’o l e t a r i a t . To spend the only 
c a p i t a l  which, we p o s se s ? ,  theVtrpe^rendence >f the  o r o l e t a r i a t  
f o r  p r e c a r io u s  d ip l o m a t ic  com binations means t o  b a r r ' t h e  road to [,
r e v .o lu t io n . Tiie crime o f  reformism c o n s i s t s  in  t h i s  t h a t  i t '  chases 
a f t e r  sh&/jpv.-r end thus ’ em a scu la te s  theu p r o l e t a r i a t .

But. apS w i l l  o b j e c t  to. u s : "  You. y o u r s e l v e s  (Bolchewik- 
L e n i n i s t s ) admit t h a t  the S o v i e t  Government has the r i^ h t  t o  con
clude a l l i a n c e s  With I m p e r i a l i s t  powers in the  i n t e r e s t ^  of  i t s  
s e c u r i t y .  Should we n o t ,  we Fre&ch woi " ,  sumport th e s e  a l i i  sheet 
as f a r  as they are i s e f n 4 to  the w o r k e r s ’ < ^vernment?" No, under 
no circumstance?-. ',7e ave ail re;. v pointed out t h a t  i t  was the 
duty o f  the uermsn S c i a l  -.Democrats to  fi-gftt the t r e a t y  o f  B r e r t -  
L i t o v s k  a l though i t  was a b s o l u t e ! e y  n e c e s s a r y  f o r  the  e x i s t e n c e  
o f  the S o v i e t s  a t  a c e r t a i n  moment. L et  us c o n s id e r  the same 

u e s t i o n  but more c o n c r e t e l y .  R e v o lu t io n a r y  d e f e a t i s m  does not 
r.':3an the sa b o tag e  of a os eudo ;; ^tional r si'-.sace by a . m i f f o i  t y  .
I t  v.^uld be absurd t+j a t t r i b u t e  lo the r e v o lu t io n a l . ,  work <5 ox

-  -  - j  fc, ■ o  ^ »

. „ 14 - - - -
-''i i '/.ill  lc k-- •lbi't.. hi tn^vvar  c c Ux - 1&7 .h .1 o ^ r ia l i  am.
'H- til.: :o t;.. .t_ e ( r l a  . o l e ) hi-  t i  ,-nsf01 iacion
of the I . o e r i a l i ;  0 v.ur r n w - a  h'bcl 1 •:ur .  .It v.ould even do no
<1^  he l i . D . r r ' o tpport./aiE

-i ■ t  a u ?.r:nan a  ̂ 1 vi on.
the A.iei4ca#;s- *>!' the U.S.S .F;.  and

lie F r e n c h  b o u i ^ e o T l e ' c0 «,j.n
Tk.e oact  indie-^ter ti^e ^ ê'aiciiess u f  th e  U.S.P.F;,  and not



i w
' i fetii* txe „ - it tne defeats! in
I Cnina, ^ermi-.ny, A> crii and, S-iai..*, ,r ths r^.v.l tionaiy factor 

in tiis ••••Jild a become weakened the U .S .S .R . sees itself foiced, 
to adapt itre.li/ta. Irapeiic.liLm, Tjair i -. the- me;anin.k : of ■ tne Fidnco- 
Soviet treaty. But if  cuj Soviet C.o.v,ema'ent i" forced to fraternise 
i •jiiipoi ^,iil,y .i t . ;pre • eox£ of tne -mc.. prdle taxis, t, therd' it
no reckon wny i't s^oult further' vy&ken p: ol ;'tari-.t by uei&or&24 sin
i i and by a^^ravatin^ the iht e rnuti-onal situation.

’Alien event;- of & w.or3,d-wi'de «cdle are involved the 
1 evolutionary party nar no ri^ht to aloov. itself to be Juided 
T)t ; econdary,gjraotrAgratjrHgx episodipies and pioblematic consideration 
It mufct see far aueao. and by uat. erint the revolutionaiy forces 
it will also be able to solve cueetions of secpndary cuaracter: 
tiie revolutionary oolic-  ̂ ir al,\ays tiie most practical one. Stalinism
ii our enemy, Ptaline and Co. nave lopt all confidence and now 
tney indulge in pure diplomacy., Ina« i t , tiie dirtiest one
pos sibie , Tney can only .ee combination" v.ith this 01 that 
imperialism, They are particularly fri^i.tened tnat uie French 
worker? mi^it dirturb-i.thefe'fc combinations.. Tiiores and Co. 
accept tni" conceptions*. ihe.,- cm sidei tiie revolutionary movement 
as «ai ob" t.acle to tiie salvation of tne U .S .S .R ,

When we Bolshewik-teninists be0 an to f i &nt cue theory of 
racialism in one country it lay nave looked as if  it were a 

arelj . le si & tie tipn*. j.. tiie historic function of that 
formula becomes clear: it task was to detach the U .S .S .R . from 
the world proletariat. It has created a national basis for tne 
Soviet bureaucracy which enables it to concentrate all the power 
in its nands* The new 'law which maxes it possible to .condemn 
to death children of h  .years demonstrates that tne U .S .S .R . 
is not only voiy far from socialism but also that tne 
decomposition of laitos sections of tiie• worker.? and. tne peasants 
assumes fdfmidable. 010 001 lions, ins pi te of all the technical 
advances made. And exactly when the danger of a war threatens the 
State created by tne October devolution tiie Government of one 
U .S .S .R . draws the last conclusion of the theory of socialism 
in one coun try by pros t.i tutin^ the A .B .C , of - Marxism, by 
cet,racing the IComintern 'below the part played by Scheioemann,
Noske ,henaud.el, Vand irvelde ana Co,

Wne'fi after the capitulation of tne Kojmmintern before 
hitler we declared:this is tne"4th of .Au&ust"of the I I I  International 

we received many protestations .The 4'th of August, we were told, 
v.as a consciou<~ treachery whereas tne capitulation before 

Hitler was tne inevitable coiise uence of a false policy, We see 
nov. tne superficiality of such purely psychological appreciations,

'The capitulation was tiie expression.; of innei decay produced 
by the accumulation of mistakes and crimes.

•The urgent task is to reconstruct the ranks of the 

avant-^uard of the international pi oletariat. For this a fla^ and 
a program is needeu, It  can onlv be tne fla^ and the 
program of Uid W  th International. The I I I  International is 
c.eau,Lonc live the IV International.
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