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PRAYERS FOR PEACE.

Leader:
Our meditation uses the holy scriptures of human religions to direct our
thoughts to the things which make for our peace. 01. Oppressors have often
manipulated religion. They have made it a disruptive, divisive force which
disturbs peace. Today we seek to reclaim the spiritual coherance at the heart
of all humanity, which is the tool kit for peace.

1 PEACE SPRINGS FROM THE UNITY OF OUR BEING.

God created humanity in the image of himself, in the image of God he created humanity,
male and female he created them ... and God saw what he had made and indeed it was very
good. u

The same am 1 to all beings: there is nothing hateful to me, or dear. iV
"1f my body is not my own, pray who’s s it?" "It is the delegated image of God ... it is the
delegated harmony of God. Your individuality is not your own .. it is the delegated

adaptability of God".

He is the one God, hidden in all beings, all pervading, the self within all beings, watching
over all works.

Different creeds are but different paths to reach the Almighty. 5

All men tremble at punishment, all men love life; remember thou art like unto them, and do
not kill or cause slaughter. 16

Lo mankind! We have created you, male and female, and have made you nations and tribes
that you may know one aother.

"All are equally men, but some are great men and some are little men: how is this?" "Those
who follow that part of themselves which is great are great men.” 18

ALL There is peace and unity because we are not different beings, but made with
a nature that transcends all other influences. Grant us the peace that comes
by reclaiming a culture of human unity.

LEADER: 2. PEACE IN THE STRUGGLE OF GOOD AGAINST EVIL.

It is the struggle between good and evil which disturbs our peace. We must
take sides to overcome evil with good.

They cry "Peace, Peace!” when there is no peace. 9]

The nations have sunk into a pit of their own making, they are caught by the feet in a snare
they set themslves, God has made himself known, has given judgement, he has trapped the



wicked in the world of their hands. 21

Whenever there is a decay of righteousness and exaltation of unrighteousness, then I myself
come forth; for the protection of the good, for the destruction of evil-doers, for the sake of
firmly established righteousness, | am bom from age to age.. 2

O my people, your rulers mislead you and destroy the road you walk on... By what right do
you crush my people, and grind the faces of the poor? 28

Fear Allah, wherever thou art; and follow up bad actions with good, so as to wipe them out;
and behave in a decent way to people.

Triumphant are those who turn repentant to Allah, who ... enjoin the right and forbid the
wrong, and keep the limits ordained by Allah, and give glad tidings to believers.

When one by force subdues men, they do not submit to him in their heart. They submit
because their strength is not adequate to resist. When one subdues men by virtue, in their
heart’s core they are pleased and sincerely submit. 24

Resist evil, and conquer it with good.

ALL: Grant us the wisdom to distinguish between good and evil; the boldness to
confront those who do evil and try to bluffus it is good; the insight to rip
away the masquerades ofthose who use liberalism and religion to mask their
promotion ofevil; the strength to overcome it; and the compassion to minister
to those who have been duped.

LEADER: 3. PEACE AS A PERSONAL EXPERIENCE OF SPIRITUAL POWER.

Peace is a feeling that emerges in my mind and stills my heart. It is a serenity that grows
within me. In peace | am free. My vision of life becomes clear and there is hope and
beauty. a

Allah loveth not aggressors. Allah is forgiving, merciful. Save him who repenteth and
believeth and doeth righteous work; as for such Allah will change their evil deeds to good
deeds. 2

Those who worship me with devotion, they are in me, and I also in them. Even if the most
sinful worship me with undivided heart, he too must be accounted righteous ... and goeth to
eternal peace. 3B

A man does not become a Brahmana by his plaited hair, by his family, or by his birth. In
whom there is truth and righteous ness: he is blessed: he is a Brahmana. A

To the good | act with goodness; to the bad I also act with goodness: thus goodness is
attained. To the faithful I act with faith; to the faithless | also act with faith: thus faith is
attained. ¥

So long as you call upon me and hope in me, | forgive you all that originates from you; and



son of man ... were you to come to me with almost an earthful of sins ... | would come to
you with an earthful of forgiveness. K9)

From the Buddhist scriptures: "That which one desireth not for oneself, do not do unto
others". 37

From Confucius: "What you do not want done to yourself, do not do to others". 3
From the Jewish scriptures: "You must love your neighbour as yourself'.

From the Christian scriptures: :"As long as we love one another God will live in us and his
love will he complete in us". 30

Peace | leave with you: my own peace | give you. n
ALL: We thankyou that we can come together whatever our background, whatever
our state of heart, whatever our frame of mind. Cleanse us, renew us, to be
peacemakers.
LEADER.
4 RELIGIOUS COMMUNITIES CAN REDISCOVER PEACE TOGETHER
In many historical conflicts religous people found themselves fighting one

another.  In the transition to a new South Africa, we are called and
commanded to make peace for our society by rediscovering our unity together.

On the day we feel we can trust one another there will be peace on earth. a
Allah guideth not wrong doing folk. P
O ye who believe! Enter not houses other than your own without first announcing your
presence and invoking peace upon the folk thereof. 43

Assemble together along with Justice, O Ahura Mazda, and come hither, so that where our
thoughts formerly developed separately, they may now mature together, fuse, and become
wisdom. i}

Friendship with a person is friendship with his virtue, and does not admit of assumptions of
superiority. Zi3)

O my people, your rulers mislead you and destroy the road you walk on. a7

The saviours of humanity are those who see God and, being at the same time anxious to share
their happiness of divine vision with others, refuse the final liberation, and willingly undergo
the troubles of rebirth in the world in order to teach and lead struggling humanity to its
ultimate goal. i)

The whole earth from end to end will remember and come back to God. All the families of
the nations will bow down before him 48



ALL We thank you that we, your people, are discovering one another and the
spiritual riches we have to share. Grant that we might be an inspiration to
one another, and a power that enables our people tofind peace.

LEADER:
3) PEACE AND JUSTICE IN SOUTH AFRICA.

We seek a vision of a new land, where the evil men who promote violence
will have been forced to reveal themselves, and the people who want peace,
justice and reconstruction will have been vindicated.

He will wield authority over the nations amd adjudicate between many peoples; these will
hammer their swords into ploughshares, the spears into sickles. Nation will not lift up sword
against nation: there will be no more training for war. O come, let us walk in the light of
the Lord. 5

Hold fast, all of you, to the cable of Allah, and do not separate. And remember Allah’s
favour unto you, how ye were enemies and He made friendship between your hearts so that
you became as brothers by His grace; and how ye were on the brink of an abyss of fire, and
He did save you from it.

Without the right men, their government decays and ceases. With the right men the growth
of government is rapid, just as vegetation is rapid in the earth ... therefore the administration
of government lies in getting proper men. 54

What does the Lord require of you but to do justly, to love mercy, and to walk humbly
before your God.

Lo, 1am setting you today over nations and over kingdoms, to tear up and knock down, to
destroy and overthrow, to build and to plant. %

| am setting you an example... If I, the Lord and Master, have washed your feet, you should
wash each other’s feet.

ALL:
May the Lord ofpeace himselfgive you peace all the time and in every way.
The Lord is with you all.
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