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June 30th 1991

Dear Wolfie,
It was good to hear from you, even if you did damage our eyesight with the colour 
of your notepaper. When you write about the beauties of the Cape, my heart surges 
with envy; but as things are at present, we don't seem to have much hope of 
mafelt&g a visit, and returning permanetly is very problemmatical. We received a fax 
inviting 113 to the opening of the Conference - it ari'ived just a week ago - and for 
five minutes we were really excited - thought it was a real invitation, tickets 
and all. But ‘.t was just a circular - what makes these guys think that people like 
us have that kind of mone;? And if we did, can drop everything and jook within a 
few days? Never mind. There are more serious eompaints than that, as I am sure 
you are aware.
Now to get down to business ~ artefacts for the resource centre. We do have quite a 
lot of personal letters and scuff. But Rusty is (rather spasmodically) writing his 
memoirs, ana wants to keep such material at present. He is prepared to v/ill 
everything to the centre at a later stage. As far as I am concerned, there are 
two things: The first is, as you may know (and if you don't you should, because 
I've talked about it enough these past two years) I have bee n working or a book 
about the exile experience of South Africans. I have now interviewed something like 
three hundred SAs, in four African countries, seven European countries, and in 
Canada and the USA. Obviously, I can only use a fraction of the massive amount of 
material I have accumulated, end I propose to give the whole lot to the centre 
when I have finished - probably the ŝjgissxx discs - Beryl Baker is transcribing 
the tapes onto discs, from which print-outs are made. The print-outs I have are 
heavily marked with my editing, and it would be more economical to send the discs.
Much ojf> the material I can't use (for reasons of both space arid relevance to the 
subject of exile) is people talking about their lives, some of it very interesting.
J will be most happy to give this over to the centre. The original intention was 
to give it to the ANC, but obviously the centre is the place.
Secondly, I have been very inefficinet about keeping things like articles. During 
the 1950s—60s I wrote a weekly article for the progressive US weekly, '.lie National 
Guardian, under the pseudonym of Marius Reyneke. As I was banned from writing, etc,
I did not keep copies of these articles. James Aronson was the editor at that time 
and if he is still alive - he lives in New York - he would have records. I have 
just one article from that paper. In Britain I used to write regularly for Peace 
News , don't think I kept copies, and have had articles printed in the Guardina,
New Statesmen, Sunday Times, Feminist Review, Third World something or other, South; 
and other papers. I probably have copies of some of these, At present I an not 
prepared to start rummaging around for them, as all my time, absolutely all of it,
(and this letter is an intrusion into that time) is taken up with the book - I have 
a massive, colossal ta3k in editing and writing, and have to finish by the end of 
this year. Rusty is helping with the editing. The removal of IDAF to SA has been 
devastating for me (and for the whole anit-apartheid movement in the Western world) 
because I need constantly to research dates and details of things that are mentioned 
by people, that are known to us but won't be known to the readers - dates and 
details of death squad raids, etc, some of which were being researched for me at 
IDAF by Robyn Slovo. If I can't get the information here, any possibility that one 
of you might be prepared to answer queries?
Otherwise we are OK. I reckon I’m pretty good at my ajje for all the travelling 
around I've done in the past 2 years, this old woman, small and hunched through osteo
porosis, lugging cases, recording equipment, etc, around planes, buses, trains. But 
there aren't too many years left, and one tendL to get frenetic to try and fit 
everything in - my mind running at the tempo of a 35-year-old (except for memory) 
while my bones keep reminding me I1MXaflgHHBkYxftxx actually 76.

Love to all the people I know, particularly Ray, to who? I will write one of these 
days. And to Pethu Serote, v/ho I knew as Pearl - she sent me some stuff.
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