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1 . Inheritance of the land from their foret thera, ho 
h done and inhabited it from time immemori 1; 

2. !reaty with Hendrik Potgieter in 1837 wher by the rolong 
right to the countr of their fore! thers as recognised; 

3. re ty ith ndries Pretoriu8 in 1851 recognising and 
confirming the Tre ty of 1837 between the rolong nd 
Potgleter, 

4. re ty ith Jan Viljo n i 1853, recognising nd 
confirming the Tre ty of 1851 b t eeo- the ~olong and 
Andries Pretorius in 1851, nd the previous rety with , . . 
Potgieter in 1837. 

ontshi ~ s cl 1m we hone t nd uite legitim te 
a it represente hat he considered truly to be h:ts ri t, but be 
ent on and lleg d that fter the defe t of z11ik 3i ~Y the 

Emigrant tcb and the :Barolong in 1837. Henrlrik Potgieter had by 
document 8cknowl dged the right of th rolong to their country. 
atl b stood up to say th Potgieter had handed him the document 

in questio~ in the presence of aul Kruger's father - Ca per Kruger. 
and also Ludowlk ruger. and th t he h d in turn' given it to 
or ok for s fe-keeping. orok follo ed next 

' l(h ' 
statement, nd tt> ncr tll t the doc 'ent h d be 
together with his other p pers end furniture 

to confirm atl b ' 8 

destroyed by fire 
The story might 

have som elements of truth a regards' Potgieterl s reoo it10n 
of the right of the rolong to their fatherland~ but it sounds 
11 e n ive rom n6e hen that reoognition' is reduced to a dooument, 
and the oCUm8nf" - suoh an unfortunate estirl". The ev rend 
J. tudorf , Chief ontshi a ts mi sion ry nd dviser s probably 
responsible for thi artifice whi eh Tb al justl'y calls f brio tion,. 
The Deleg tee of the outh Afric n iapublio b sed their counter 
claims on th grounds of: 

1. hand iver Oonvention (1852) hlc~ gave them 
untramelled rights north nd we t of the V al River; 

2. 19ht of Conquest of zilikazi who had ov r-run 11 
the 1 nds in question; 

3. egotlat1on ith Atric n chief , who had 
recognised ~t the bove( 0.2) olaim; ' 

itte4 nd 

4. Occupation of th oountry 1n question by the igrant 
Dutch for over twenty yare 1850 to 1870; 

5. Tre ty ith the Portuguese Government whereby tb 
lands of the rolong ere ceded to the outh African 
epubl1c. It was c1 imed in thi 1 at conneotion that 

the Portuguese Government had bought the 1an s some 280 years 
previously from the half-fabulous e pire of 
ceded tbe~/;o the South A:fric n Republ ic. 
which matAjUstlY be termed f bricat10n. 

onomatapa, and then 
Here was counter rtifice 
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Th~ , f rio n ohiefs were staggered at t hi s tupendous an 

lanning, inform tion . There was indeed treaty under consider t ion 
bet een the outh African Republic nd the ortuguese t African 
Government, but it s primarily of co mercia1 nature. nd only 
defined th bound r1 bet eeD the Eastern ~r nsv$al and the western 
limits of the Por ugu se possess10nst nd it a not r atified until 
ei.ght onths later (July 1~71.). 

The conference hieb d been conduoted in a friendly manner 
:'l A~/' !'; j ., , , ', 

came to deadloc~e this l ' itt ', 01 1m of the Sou'th African Republic. · 
The Afric chief ~th t no . ore disou s10n ' O, sible until they 
had got into communic tioli' 'with the 'Governor of 'the Portuguee 
possessions in Ea t Af'rio . hey re un nimou in emph tic lly 
repUdi ting ny uthority of the Portuguese over thoir oountry . 

a a 1 at re ort, t he del g tea of the ~outh African epubll0 poke 
t enderly. They dvi ed the 1381"oloD ohi fs to save their lands 
fro the ngl! h by joining the r nsve. 1. e. e11ing pe oefully 'in 
the Republio and paying t e. 0 this inv1tat1 n ontshi r plied 
that ft 0 on ev r inspanne~ ith a ox un er tb me yoke . " 

AJ the commission of the outh African epu lie nd the 
frioan chiefs could not co e to aoy ettlement~~ both p rti s greed 

to refer their dispute to court of rbitrat1on. Aocordingly the 
chiefs ddr s ed ~etter to Lt . Gen ral y. Her j sty High 
Commdssion r, requesting him to appoint two gentlemen 8 judges . 

t tbe same time, on the 17th ove ber they addressed a 1 tter 
of protest to is xo llenc~ C los P dro r hon e Co ,Governor 

/ 
of ui11m ne : ..,.a i ll t t meeting beld on the 15th nd 16th 0 ember 
on the olopo ' ver with a .00 mission of the Tra~ava 1 . epublio 
over . bioh Hi onour the State Pres1d nt of the said Republio 

. , 

presided, copy as produced of e tre ty entc=e into betw en 
His jesty the ing of Pprtugal nd tbe South African public 

hereby ne boundary 11 i 1 1 down bet een ' the alleged 
Po~tuguese po sessions in the int~rior of Sou h f r ic and the 
Tr nev al epublic, which tre t has been made the ground on which 
His Bonour President etor1u 01a1 s ~~rtain portion of our ' 
rightful territor! a , stating nd sserting that thereby e h a 
become responsible ubject of his at te . 'herefore we the united 
paramount ohiefs of the sever 1 Barolon tribes Write to your 
Exoellenoy th presid nt of the Portuguese Diplomatic Oommission 
in ord r to record, ith all due ro peot for your high position. 
for the government of the South Afric D Republic - to r cord e 
a your prot st nd remon tr tioD g iost any tranaaot10osb1ch 
would involve our liberty and property.. . ei ther w nor our 
anoestors ever were subjects to the Crown of Portugal nor to the 
somewhat tabulou .. pire of OD otapa" fromh1ch it WBS said 
that Hi ajesty the ng of Portugal h C oqu1red by purcha e 

right to the interior of South Afric . e oannot ackno ledge 
an such rights over our persons and landa , and shall lay a 

formal •••••• / 



44 

complaint on this matter with ar Brittanic ajesty's High Oommission
Ir for outh Africa . e rem in, ir . most respectfully , Your 
Excellency · abedi nt servants: 

1 . ontsh1wa · • 

2. kgol)i • · 
3. orok • · 
4. Iz ak otlhab 

5. Gas itsiwe: 

ara ount c~ief of the shidi Br neh of 

the OlODS; . 
Chief of the lfaebu Branch of the :Barolong, 

r mount ohief of the Sele a :Dr nch of 

t e rolons, 
ne: Chief of the Ratlou nch of the 

Barolong, 
Chief of th ngwaketse 

)IA 
~' ~is protest r ohona e Costa replied/ oD the 30th ove ber . 

He took exception to the phrase tlfa lJ).pu empil' of l onomatap If, 
referred to the essential y gecret n~t.~re ,of 'treati es d the 
impropriety of giving p clicit to them before tlleir r tification , 

.: ~ ·.t· .. 

the necessity of defining boundary lines betweeT.rth~ pos ~ o1ons 
of Hi ajesty thB King of Portugal in South Afr~a nd the 
Traosva l J and finally repudiated any ·ces ion of ~oreign lands 
by his government" nd took his stand ~on the inv1.olabil.i ty of 
the rights of nations. 

t rritorial dispute of the sama nature had been going on 
sinoe 1867 between lchol s sterba r of the Griquas at Griquatown 

i't on the one side , and the Or Age ree State on the other in respect 
of the edge of territory bat een the confluence of the Or nge 
iver and the Val . In the meantime , (1870) great d1 mond finds 

ha d been made at, pt 1el, ~"tfoDtein. tOitspan nd Dorstfontein 
/ 

~ithin that edge , on the south b ok of the Vaal and thousands 
of di era had rushed there, to try th 1r luc~ and un 1tt1ngly 
lay the found tiona of Kimberly. The Free State maintained that 
the ground as theirs beo&use it was included ithin the boundaries 

J. 
o~ th Orange River Soveroignty as defined by Governor Sir ~ rry 
Smith in 1848 , and e in undisputed occupation of the r St te 
bur hers sinoe the transfer of the count- y to tho y Sir G. Clerk 
in 1854 . licholas aterboer who was ~epresented by an exceptionally 
clever and versa i1e tur-African ttorn y by th~ . arne of David 
Arnot , claimed the land on the ground of inheritapce from his 
father Andries ete~boer as w 11 as previous recognition of 
sove!'ei,g:;j and proprietory rights in p rt of tha t area by the Or 
Free tate go·"ernment. 

Und r these circumstance the claim of the ree vt te and 
the Gri uss to th diamond lands. and th t of the Transvaal , the 

rolong. tlhaping, and the oranas to the adjoining lands ere 
so interwoven s to form one 1 rge insoluble question . 
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The ownership of the territory in dispute bet en the Orange ree 
State all the Griquas as till hanging fire when' suddonly on the 
25th of August 1870 icho1as aterboer ceded his olaims to Her 
ajesty the ueen, and re uested that he ad his people might be 

received as British subjeots. In · the folloWing year, this rich 
territory was annexed to the itish dominions a Griqualand st . 

At the beginning .. of 1871 Sir Henry rkly the ne' High 
Commi sioner visited the d1amond fields and there at Klipdr1ft now 
arkly est met all the parties claiming tho fields - esident 
etorius. the chiefs ontsh1 ,Moroka, Phoi,of the rolong, 

Botlh s1 tae , Jantj t otlhabane nd ankurwane of ,..t~.e tlh ping 
and Ticholas terboer of the Griquas , together v,ith their gents , 
All of them having made their statements before His Excell noy , 
he got them to agree to ~ubmit their claims to a cvurt of 
arbitration. Deeds of sub i ion ere ocord1ngly drawn Ur i nd 
duly signed by the claimant . ~he judges of the court were to 
be Anthony O' Reilly, ,landdrost of akkerstroom, on behalf of the 
Soutb Afr~cn Republic, end John Campbell magistrate of Kl:pdrift 
on· behalf of all t e other olaimant , ~h11e Lieutenant Governor 
Robert Keate of {atal as to be fical umpire i 6 ae of di spgreement 
of the judges. " ,-

The rbitration oourt ,opened at 131oemhof on t ~ · 4th April 
boi'orea large orowd dra n by 1tere or our10sfty. hey had 
come by wagon~1. cape carts, on horeeb ok and onfbot . retoriU8 

1. :K!.c,,,,::. ~f~~l ~/" II..c- 6-·/f· if£..(04-iid, 
and t ate- ttor ~Vid (" :t ~~.?t fo'!."" .1cholas at.e_"oer and his 
Griqu s Attorney D. C. Gra:'1t '·for the . tlha icg o'f ankurwane , 
Attorney Carl atJ:ley for Chi'il Gaseitsi~e of the ngwskE'tse and 
Matlh bane of tht! Ba-Maidi tribe . Montshiw as 'also there, 
aocompani d by his brothers olem 3nd ltabodietso, also by his 
missionary Joseph Ludorf and his coun ollors Leshomo and Bogatsu , 

1ao oroka of Th ba cho , atlab of Polfonte1n and hi brother 
1ongala, I ac otlh ban of the tlou t dibogo th Phoi 
and ui . 

For two months and two weeks the court heard and faithfully 
recorded the voluminous evidence, oral and documebtary, given 
by an army of witnesses. As as anticipated, the judges disagreed, 
and the decision hed to reat with the final referee - Governor 
eate, Which he gave on the 17th October 1871. Sir Henry rkly 

sent a copy oi the decision to Ludorf at X11pdrift . who t once 
translated a text into Ts ns nd sen~copies to 11 his olients -
the erolong and tlhap1ng chiefs and the ngwaketse ohief 
Gaseitsiwe . It gave terboer th3 southern part h cl imed in 
the Orange Free t te and Transvaal oomprisin the d1amondiferous , . t. 
land on both sides of the Vaal at Dutoiapan, De eel'S, Bu~font in 
and Kimberley in the geographic 1 Orage ree St to . The northern 
linoaont' to tho Eatlh ping and the B rolong, the 1 tter being 
awarde d line from the source of the olopo River to t he 
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source of the .arts RiVtT . thence to the source of the akwassi .-
spruit and do n \{akw8ssi spru1t to the Vaal iver. It was but a 
few days after this d W 0 ublished that Sir Henry Barkly 
annexed aterboer ' s country Griqu lan est, and his o~n name 

perpetuated in the to L formerly known as Kl1pdr1ft .• 

he tlhap1ng living on th northern ks of the Vaal River 
and t the junction ·of the V 81 and Harts River were aggrieved 

.at Xes deoision and soon rose in rebellion . The Griquas of 
Griquatown away to the est ere also resentful. and rose up in 
arms . The outh frican epublic as unhappy , complet ely repudiated 
the award, blame<l nel c shiered its president retorius, and 
settled down to ~efeat the ward by deliber tely gnoring it and 
ma iog it of no vail during subsequent y rs . President Brand 
of the Or ngbree State protested vehemently ga1nst the 
by 1tain of territory he olaimed against aterboer. He 
received 90.000 to soothe itter m maries of the loss of i..his 
3.,500 square mil s of fabulously rich district . 

it~ the eop~ of Ke ta t o judgment Ludorf se t to each chief 
a oovering letter urging them 1n words reminiscent of the prophet 
Isa1 h to unite . "And now ohiefs: rulers of the land , I appeal 
to you. A ke: ari se ad unite soon before your trophy is torn 
asunder by wolves; come. y& ~ogeth r, make protective laws; stop 
all bra ches snd gap - and close your ranks . Safeguard the 
her! tage of T u your ancestor, Hear ye 11 chief·s: Come together 

od unite .. ' . 
Governor e te t s deci ion was welcomed by the rolong 

.t--
chi fs . udorf ad ont hi in p rticular rc delirious with 
joy . The former imm diately pew up manifesto and consitut10D 
for he nited rolonB. tlhapi:lg nd n skatss stion" . 
issued an ambitious and unre listic proclam tioD in their name , 

o ablished cO!'l9ulate at lipdrift, cons:t1 tu-ted himself the 
co iss ioner, representative abd diplomatic agent of the chiefs 
an convenod a m et1~. ~f 11 the chiefs concerned at Taung. 

-- -". 

In . n ••• lettel:' to D. Arnot , s uir , Agent for the 'chiefs 
.. te:.""boer and ankurwane dated fovember 8th from ' lipdrif't 

he at tea: ~ 0 one c wish more th n myself, that the various 
s ections of the Batswana trib 8 included in the n. w line may 
not only liy.e in unit nd peace, but also combi e in a general 
oonfederation a g inst the common enemy. should t ey think it 
fit and proper to break through the ne ly fixt cund ry line 
as I run sorry the Transvaalers m e it no s cret "tht such is 
thei~ intention. e have on our side S~chelot nd ere long 
lso !apel behind besides othcro ~bom you ·kno . " 

'. On th 16thwR{t Rle Bard~ ~11leLHa8t1n~at · . ~~A i t~ii~Y 
rkly. outlini~g v ~ 
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the general meeti~g of all the native chief hoso territorial 
fall within the ne ly defined boundary line, I beg most humbly and 
grate ... ully to acktlO~ le e in the name of the l3arolong united . 
:Bangv ketse and Bt: tlhaping tribes whom I r pros ot . the materia+ <, ' 
service hich Her 
particularly Your 

aje ty's government in South Africa , and more 
xcellency 1n s nctioning and aonstituting the 

Court of Arbi tration have rendere to the se numcr'oua t;:~~be6 eo 
long oppr saed by their wlite neighlours - the Dutch igrants -

-= - .-::;: 
and - sincerel y hope an pray that Her most gr cious jesty vdll 
continue to befriend these orpb os in keeping her sovereign and 
protecting hand over them for the future • 

This was among the very last le'tt&r:3 that the everend Joseph, 
Ludorf Bv ~r rote . He was soon after tak n se£iously ill and 
died t Dikgatlhotlg on the 13th of Jan ry 187c. , lamented by the 
chiefs and people of ~he rolong end the tlhaping tribe • 
'cotshi a in' narticular was e,Ti6ved and 8 id he had lost a friend 

who loved the ]arolong, d whom he loved as brother, a man 
ho was a l schel! und cl>UP elloT nd who could be_ preacher , doctor, -

mechanic, wagon m ker, rolitic 1 strategist and iter by turns . 
"An inde£ati gable ark r of iniio1l'j table apiri t L a t elent d --.. -- - - ::;;-

linguist and m-ny-sided man, the ~verend Joseph udorf as slover 
of the Bats ana 1n~-Baneral Hnd of the rolong in articular . 
He he 1 boured among the at h be Ncho , at Lotlhakaoe and in 
Be chu na1 nd for more th n, a uarter of a c~nturY t and had 
identified himself with them and their interosts in a mantJer with 

hich, even in those days of burning missionary zeal, liberal 
thought, philan thr py and self-sacrifice it ie diffiC'!ult to tind 

comparison . He thr w himself into their struggles with 
cour ge and impetous~, disreg l:'d for cri ticLsm and pers0nal 
safety which are surprising to contemplate . But his ze 1 sometimes 

.:.... .- -- .... 
outl'sn his d.iscretion, often clouded tid defleotffd his judgment, 
or sw yed him from th st~aight path of adsolute "im artiality. 
justioe a~d truth. part from ontshl ,a , .chief of the Tshi,di 
Darolong, .Ludorf s perh pe the man best hated by the c.i tizens 
of tle oouth fJ;1 can (:publi c~ tt (8.. olema; q,h ;i..ef o;ro~~ . p .137) . 

' .. 
Ry the death of Ludorf , ontahi a was left .' ~ .ittlOutatl adviser 

whu could read" 1 n and newer the" letters coming frequently 
from. one or ano1ihe - f'ficial of ~he South Afria'&lt-=Republ iC or 
Dritish gover.nlTl"3nt. He invited John Cam roo. the son of the 
Reverend James Cameron of Thebe cho to come end be fits agent , 
but although tha ~ person accepted the offer"he failed to turn 
up , and the chief h d in the me ntime to rely on the good services 
of the Reverend Jonathan ebb , of the esleyan church, ho ad 
just been apPOinted in 1873 ' ~o labour among the Tahidi Barolong 

1 

at M f iken and osh nang. 

bout thi time (1870) ontshi a contractQ another m rri go _, 
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strange to European idaan of marital nnions . He annexed to his 
seraglio one Gaeshele l:otsheguro - hi own nieoe Qnd a niece of 
hie wife lejang who was his half sister . ~njang was still live 
but had borne only 000 ohild - J3uku - a female . ew os intrioate 
tr dition was ttnt the youob wife Gaeshele would raise see to 
ber aunt aj ng, nd ould. thus cover the latters · s oh me in giving 
birth to just one child. It i more than probabl'e that ajang 
heraelf ould take the initiative in arranging ~is extr ordinary 
union. . .. .. It," cU. CM ,,-r..l-c.... u...ju:;~~/fe /.ne..t;4, .f-~ - JJ~ ~ 

To nticipa~e the ·tory, Gae hala/ bo e t 'O~OtlS and a ughte:r, 
The tom 1e children - :Badir11e cd Bakolopang became chief of 
the Tahi i ?!aro~ g e-specti vely 1n subse uent y . "ra. 

CH PT'R VIII 

mI GIIl3OUR>.> • 

This 1 perhap the proper time and pI oe to introduce to the 
ro dar some ohiefs and their 01 os ho beoame ootshiw ' a 
neighbours at bout this ~eriod, nd lth ome of hom he lived 
on terms df amity and oooperation, hile nth others, the rel tions 
were c racterised bill-will nd fre uent dispu ea. 

1 .. The 13atlharo of asib1; In 1864 or - - - little before that date , 
a tlb ro clan of the same cr1 in s the ahurutshe of rico ceme 
from the district of akgolokwe or Langberg near uruman under 
their chief Meaibi, to ettle on the olopo River. ontah1 had 
previously met . 8eibi at orokweng and Coe(Heuninb~lei) in 1853 , 
at th time of hie brief sejourn tbere as a refugee from the 
Trapsv a1 commandos. ~ontshiw h either invited Baibi or 

e 
Be uiesed to h;i re uest to come < d liv'e on the r~101opo . ichever-

I 

way on his arrival with hi3 ola, R8ibi had notified ontshi t 

then 1i ving at -!oshaneng in the ngw ke.tse country, and he had 

directed his brother ~.olema tld his uncle 'ok at :.1 to assign 
;aibi land a t place called Disene'ng , adj cent to Ga-Tshebeth~net 

a former :1. +.e of the Tshidi rolong capi t 1 in their nomadic 
career under Les orno ho as then regent for r ontshiwa ' a f ther -
T wun in 1810 to 1815. 

~ ~ibi ' died soon fter his arrival (1865) leaving his 
small clan living in peaoe and mity ith their ~ rolong h osts, 
and gooSwill continued during the chieftainship of his son and 
suocessor - J n, commonly called Jan J sib! . The friendly 
relationsbip as further shown nd strengthened by fre u nt 
intermarri ges between the t a tribes . Thus in 1868 Uolema · s 8'on , 
Palo ( tthe f) married eli of the Batlh ro ro al family , end in 
1878 Atolema 1 s de hter - afikeng b name . 'as married to 
otl godise. gr ndson of the old chief asi bi . In sullse u nt 

years, Seno ne, daughter of Sasne , nether of 'ontshi ' s 
brothers, s married to ethusel h , heir and successor of 
In sibi , nd then i'tlhiemang, widow of " ebalepil , 

!t7ont~hiwa ' s eldest eon was marri ed to the SAme !ethuselah wboae •• • 1 
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hose wife had died . 

In the r o1ong- Boer r of 1881- 1884 , the ' tlh are of J an 
,aaibi identified thems~lve .mlole- heertedly ith thei r rolong 
hosts , defended :ron shiwa's country equ'lly ith them, madend 
endured s orifices in prop rty , ubstance and life, their town of 
isaneng bei ng twice commttted to the flam s b., the Tran vaal ~oera , . , 

hundred of their cattle c ptured, and their men taken risoner 
and brutally assassinate . Th tlhware h .d co lete home rule . 
The independence of aaibi nd his clan '1 as only 'circurnscribed 
by the common sense and goodwill existing bet een the two tri bes . 
The suzerainty of ,ont hiwa over them was implied' r ther than 
expressed , inasmuch s they er living in the C6n~re of the 
territory hi ch unquestionably be ong d to >on1jshlw . The two 
chiefs - Moncshiwa lld Ja 1 i so thoroue;hJy recognised the 
common U B gee nd court esie of landlord and v seal, host an d 
gu st that ther w s never fric t ion or stiffness jn their 
reI tionahip , n~' ~e to resort to defi itions Q£ d marc tiOD 
of bOUtld8iiSS bet I3D them. In :peac and friend bip they l i .ved, 

nd in pe ce an .fz·iendship tbey both die t th~ 1 tterend 
of ~h y ar 1896. 

It a s 16f~ .rD their so S t heir and sue ' sors to ·try an 
defi ne t he relation and uundari s b ten the t 0 tribes , a 
course Ihloh entailed many pitso~., deleg t iona nd commissions; 
muoh disputation , litieatio and irritation , itb uncert 1nty 
and vacillation OD the part of successive gov romenta of the 
Union , and no clearcut or aatief ctory olution or po 1tion of 
their status . 

he Ratlou Clan of I.akgobi: In 1872 a. section o~ the Ratlou 
- '1tvJo>..'1~ "" clan came to the lower olopo frOm! orok eng an ~shl i1 molomo 

u der Gaetsalw ,younger on of tb grea t ri or . ·otsb are ho 
had formerly 11~d~~_ Ganye9 , wi i or Tsh1dilam~lomo and 
"' etlaeo1e . G" tsalwe as so~n follo ed by his brother Irakgobi 
(originally -~obi) the ruling chief of that clan , - ho with 

~ 

a Ie ee following had seceded from his 
(and his successor onok ne) · t Ganye 
at Phitshane . In former day (0 . 1824) 

--, 

sonior chief aiketao 
a and Vorokwene to settl e 
thio hitahne had been 

a c~mmon oity of tho atlou and the Tshidi Barol ong cl ns , but 
was now claimed b· . ontshiwa to be wi thin his ars onal . domain . 
At the time of kgobi f s arrival , ontshi a was living at osh nens 

; " 

among the Bangwaketse . It is id f. go 1 ked and received · 
ontshiws ' s penniQ~ion to ake his home t itah ne, on 

of being u ject to Montahi • 

o , I akgobi od hi c1 n were very differe t ' from th Bat l har o 
af aaibi . The were rolong clan . They '1ere like cnt hi a 
and his people descendant of Tau , 'nd the;y ere ithin ' the 
cf the land of Tau , nd if Ma obi spoke to ·ontshiv.a bout hi 
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coming tc live at hitshiane , it as pro ably just a court eous 
formality . It is most unlikely that J ontshi a could have refused 
such permission even though about this time or hortly afterwards , 
he claimed all the country up t o nd beyond itshane as far west 
as the confluence 01: the Setlagole s"tream with the ~olopo River . , 

ontahi a after ard ', aserted that akgobi and his tribe were his 
vass Is bec use they 'were living in his territory, and t~1s legend 
bec me so 11 establi hed th t t he Reverend J:hn ~ackenzie could 
confidently write, in 1886, that akgobi cd aeibi re chiefs 

ho are also liVing in the oountry of ontahi a AU6~ral frics 
Vol . ! . 251) . This ,cl 1m _akgobi and hi suocessors , of course , 
steadf stly resited, with the result tha~ tbe~e - s chronic dispute 

I· ~ ';'·. 

betve n the t 0 ohiefs 8rld their tribe , and ' fterw rds between 
tbeir succesr ors, after the prine1 1 actors ~ off the t ge e 

During the rolong- 08r oonflict of 1881- 1884 , with 
onts 1wa oD ,th one sid nd the atlou rolong of oshete on 

the other sid . kgobi proclaim d him If to be neutral , lthough 
his sympathi es wer olearly With oshate . lie died in 1884 wnil~ 
on a ViSi~ 0 oehet t Khun ana , and hi uccesscr, l otseakhumo 
as more outspoken nd even vociferous in rejeoting ontshiw ' s 

suprem eye 

3. The Ratlou n I I n 1872 r ontshi a t ook 
-------~~--~~~~~~~~~~~-----. 

. steps to pI co ~phere of influenoe by plaoing 
Tsu allen (Ua"tb.&nt.el) arumo thera as his r pre 3"trntative . At 

this time the Rat10u clan of Moshete was stil l t ' odimong near 
" --

1'aung under a sisi.. roshete being' sti).l in t~e se..rvi ce of Dutch 
£armer~ a sharp rd 1 d. President Burgers relo sed him from . 
his indentur nd procl imed him chief . ~en the R tlou people 
left ung. they ~ e straight for un Xl, hich had beeu their 
capi tal in former d ys und r gosi , Mokoto , l)18tlh ku nd Gootee 
respectively. Tsupaneog was therefore force to retire to 
~, hukubu (Kr ail' n) , but w soon after pusbe off there also " 
goaiethata Leta pa , osh te ' s headm 0 came to buil a t10u 

sub- tation there fa paneng now retra t d to areet sane nd 
was there s ~ontshi ats he a dman unti l thob thu~ took over . 

4 • ...Q.!U:ll: This is tiny t state ' of about 5, 00 i orgen , 75 miles 
est of afeking, 3 ' miles south of Phi tshane" 60" miles north' of 

Qanyes. , and 10 ,miles nortb- c'st of orokwen . I t is the u;ri 1 

plaa of the old Baro1ong kings ~atlou , an hi succ ssor 
It was here also that skir isb took place bet aBn the l3arolong 
of ,on~sh1 a an ~ 

Paul Kruger in 1853 . 
tch-Boer 

.' ~ 
\ 

a der n riee , etori~a and 

:06i te 
and Bapul n 

has mi xed ,0 lat10n of 

a tlh ro o 
ro1orJB. hl.lru.ehtl-~rDatlhaping , ngw ketse and 

r ont hi nnex i erbally s early as 18 p9 ' 
and ....... / 

, I 
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and apPointed a rl1huru'~ahe from Kuruman by the name of Motshawe as 

his representa·tive . Uotshwawe died. in 1898 - 2 years after 
13.:n::.a 

Montshi ... ,ra , and was succeeded by his SOD Oas , whos'e po i tion as elde~ 
was strengthened when Phetlhu Motshegare, r.Tolltshiws" a n911.hew. 

married his (Boas ' s) sister - Popinyana Bnd made oaita his 

residence . In 1893 an influential family originally of the Ratlou 
people of Maiketso came from Dikgatlhong to ' I.osi tt! to set t le . 

,,'( 

This ,,'as the Mooks family represented by l3aokodi; ' Diutlule t MOItuaesi 

Tsikwe and G&bautlwelwe . They vere related. to Boas, a.nd added 
"":;:.~-. --::' " _ ~ ~ r .. t\-. 

strength to his 8l'tIl. evortheless, he became un'PDPular afterwards . 
J ' ' .... ;f~t,· 

and was deposed by . the Government in 1901 , the headmanahip be1n,g 
conferred by election on Tbakadu Molaie. 

Though site ..... Montohiwa cs death the Ra t lou 'ohief Phoi 

Mosi ta as Wi thin big s phere t aod though Monts;'1iwa.,'.8 successors 

have never seriously pressed their cla im of juris,diction , ~osi te 

he,s been regarded administrati'~ely as falling under ~ontshiwa ., 
I 

5. The Ra'Pulana Clan of v1a t lap-'! : It has been not:Cced that t~e three <, 

:Barolong )claoc - he-tlou, Tshidi and Rapulana - whicl) hHd lived 

as refugees under Mbroka at Thaba Moho for eigh t years left that. 

place under their r es pecti va chLrfs Gontee, Tawana and lutlaba. 

The T$hidi alan moved in 1 ts entirety t the Ratlou clen left o.oe 
family of Se'betso, the youngest brother of t!~tlhaku snd Mongal& 

behind , while the Rapulana clan divided in t wo. the larger Bnd 

senior section going with ita ohief Matlab , while the smaller 

"nd junior section 'by agroement , stayed behind with oroke under 

its el ers Se~tlholo and ~otuba . younger brothers of tlaba . 

Gontse , Tswana and Matlaba proceeded to iTatlw80g on the 

{ooi River, and lived there for B number of years , sheltered 
by tho friendshi p or Hendrik Potgl e t er . In 1845, Gontse and his 
cl an moved further off t o the west t and in 184 !r&.wana also 
l eft t and 'Nent to l otlhakane, his lomelatld wher'e he died soon 

a fter . "atl be sts ye d behind at ~ atlwang. In 1846. Potcioter 

receivod useful help f r om him wi"en he procee de d aga~.nst the 
Bapedi of Sekwati, and at tho successful conclusion of the 
campaign , he not only g va . atlaba a large ortion of the booty , 
but aloo allotted him lan~ at 1Jatlwan~ fo , hi"3 tribe . 

I~ ~~-&- ~uuu !<'w'4 ~,- 'i1'(j<-i- ;.;<hvJ.... ~- -ULtC- 2J~~ 
After otgietar's removal 'to Ohrlgstad , howeverj l1Iatlaba' s 

., d 3 r people were accuse o~ cattle st~ ling, and in 1 49 the turbuleut 
Commandant General Stephanus Sehoeman took 41 cattle from 

1~atlaba by 'Yay of indemnification, told him that II a kafir may 

not own l a nd t t and expell ed him from the ooi River district . 

(Eloemhof E.vidence p . 263) . rl:atlaba and bis people then went ' 

to Chief Mahura at Taung, and were placed by him a"t Shudihtlhe 

where llatlaba ' s son of that name was s oon after born , 'and where 

b e lived seven 'y ears . When Schoemsn was supersed.ed in authority 

a t ... ... . .... / < •• 
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