MASS SECRET DEPORTATIONS FROM i

JOHANNESBURG

Three Big

Batches In

One Week

JOHANNESBURG.

~JMHREE days last week the

police carried out a large-
scale and secret deportation of
handcuffed African men from
Johannesburg. Not a word of
this has leaked oiff to the press
or anywhere else.

New Age chanced on the story
when a reporter meeting a train at
the station came across a long line
of over 80 Africans, most of them
handcuffed in pairs, sitting on the
door of the balcony overlooking the
platforms.

They were originally from the
Transkei, Sekhukhuneland, Zeerust,
the Protectorates and Portuguese
East Africa, and all were being de-
ported out of Johannesburg under
escort to their homes.

Some of them, though born in
country areas, had lived and worked
in Johannesburg for as long as 15
years.

All those interviewed—before the
PIO“CG interfered with our reporter—
ad been taken into custody on their
release from jail where they had
served short sentences under the
pass laws. Some were taken from
the prison door to the Newlands
cells and then to the station; one
man from Alexandra Township had
been released, allowed to spend
one night at home, and then re-
collected by the police the following
morning.

None of the men had any luggage
with them. Most of them were being
sent out of the city without their
wives or families knowing about
this. They were men ranging from
20 to 55 years of age.

All seemed to have had trouble
with passes or permits, but this
seemed the sole reason for their
deportation en masse from their
homes and families.

Newlands police station seems to
be the transit centre for this opera-
tion. But police there would give

TRANSVAAL GROUP
AREAS CONFERENCE

JOHANNESBURG.

AMVER 250 Indians from all over the Transvaal attended an
aU-iu conference on Sunday June 17, called by the TIC to

discuss Group Areas.

It was pointed out by R. N.
Bhoolia that 40,092 people out of a
total population of 52,282 Indians

in the Transvaal are now affected
by the draconian provisions of the
Group Areas Act. These P]eople
have been deprived of their homes
and properties, and deprived of their
livelihood.

The Indian Group Areas have
been proclaimed so far out of
Johannesburg that the people will
be ostracised from the mainstream
of social and economical life in
Africa.

Mr. Paul Joseph expressed con-
cern over the proposal to create one
Group Area for Indians on the East
Rand. He said that he had been
unable to ascertain where this
ghetto was going to be, as all the
East Rand municipalities seemed
to have differing ideas. Most of the
municipalities could not even tell
him how many Indians there were

under their jurisdiction.

The resolution on Group Areas,
which was accepted by the confer-
ence to “unite and oppose in every
way the imposition of compulsory
segregation and to devise ways and
means of meeting the situation in
defence of self respect and human
dignity.”

The resolution on the Asiatic
Affairs Department rejects both this
defJar_tment and the proloosed Con-
sultative Committees, It demands
“immediate full democratic rights
for all South Africans, irrespective
of race, colour or creed by the
calling of a National Convention.”

Another resolution called upon
all the people of our country to
stand lirm in the face of grave

attacks on their civil liberties and
not to be intimidated or cowed by
the powers that be.
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| TWO MORE BANISHED |

_ JOHANNESBURG.

INAWO opponents of Bantu
Authorities in Lichtenburg,

Mr. Richard Molete and Mr.
Klarioas Segatle, have been
banished from their homes to
Kingwilliamstown.

Mr. Molete has a wife and
live children; Mr. Segatle is the
father of nine children.

Both men were detained
during the 1960 Emergency
and Mr. Segatle lost bis teach-
ing job as a result. Earlier this
year Mr. Molete was charged,
together with Mrs. Shulamith
Muller, the attorney, with burn-
ing passes at Lichtenburg.

The charge against Mrs.
Muller was dropped and Mr.
Molete was discharged. Then

nmiimmmnmnmininmiinmimmibinnnll

followed a court case against
Mr. Molete arising out of a
land dispute with his cousin
Chief Kelly Molete of the Afri-
can reserve near Lichtenburg.
He was sentenced to a three
month prison sentence for as-
sault.

On the day of his release Mr,
Molete was escorted to his
home by Special Branch detec-
tives and told to collect bis
belongings. Then the detectives
fetched Mr. Segatle from his
home in Rooijantjiesfontein;
the two men were handcuffed

together and put in a police
van to Johannesburg on their
way to banishment in King-
williamstown.

alllAGInnn =i e e Eiin

no information about it.

Railway officials have seen de-
portation batches likes this three
days last week.

Whether the dfportatioiis are
legal or not, no one will know, for
they are conducted in such haste
and in such a secrecy that no one
has up to now had a chance to in-
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SOMAMA
ARRESTED
AGAIN

JOHANNESBURG

_ It was while he was report-
ing this story of the men =
deported from Johannesburg =
that New Age reporter Brain =
Somana was arrested again.
(This is the fourth time since
he joined our staff!)

hree plain clothes African
detectives took away his note-
book and camera, escorted him =
to the offices of the railway =
police, and then ordered him =
to Marshall Square. He spent =
two nights in the cells at the =
Fort. =

On June 29, Somana will =
face chafes of using obscene =
language, and contravening the e
Prisons Act. e

MOKITIMI
RELEASED

MASERU.

JI/IR. Mohau Mokitimi, the Afri-
al= can youth leader whose con-
viction and sentence of six months
under Basutoland residence and
entry regulations sparked off mass
demonstrations in Maseru in last
year, was released on June 9, New
Age correspondent Jones Kgaane
reports.

Mr. Mokitimi has been granted a
temporary permit to remain in
Maseru. = The permit was granted
after Government officials had con-
sultations with the Paramount
Chief.

The permit, however, is condi-
tional and can be withdrawn if he
fails to report to the police at 9 a.m.
each day. Mokitimi is also prohi-
bited from attending or addressing
any meetings, and from Ieavin?1 the
Maseru reserve area. He is, how-
ever, free to leave Basutoland per-
manently.

A charge under the passport regu-
lations against Mr. Mokitimi has
been withdrawn, and it is under-
stood that he will apply for the re-
turn of his passport. Mr. Mokitimi
also_said that he had been forced
to sign a statement denying that he
had been ill-treated in the Maseru
Central Prison,
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RELEASED ON BAIL
RE-ARRESTED

PORT ELIZABETH.

IyTR. Sisa Dukada, who appeared

in the Regional Court on a
charge of perjury last Monda%/, was
immediately re-arrested after he had
been released on bail of RIOO. At
the time of going to press it was
not known what new charge have
been preferred against him.

Dukada was the chief state wit-
ness in the explosives case where
Strachan was convicted. At the trial
he said that the statement he had
made to the police incriminating
Joseph Jack and Govan Mbeki were
not true. He alleged that he had
been assaulted and forced to make
the statement.

Advocate M. Bennun, instructed
by Mr. NﬂWIgWI ,appeared for Du-
kada on the charge of perjury.

vestig?]ate. None of the deported men
had had a chance to get any legal
advice before they were snatched
up by the police.

The operation is probably part of
a governmeot scheme to disguise the
unemployment crisis amon?( Afri-
cans, There are no figures kept of
African unemployed and the policy
IS to clear them out of the cities—
even if this means parting them
from their families—and out of
sight, into the starving countryside.

Some of the deported men at the
station on Monday June 18 were
actuaIIP/ in jobs . ., but as far as
the police were concerned they were
unwanted . . . and that was enough
for them to be hurled out of Johan-
nesburg.

FOOTNOTE: New Age had pic-
tures of the batch of deported men,
but the spool is now in the hands
of the police.

ABOVE: Government oflBcials and

police

look at their handiwork.

BELOW: Women and children sit
forlornly beside their furniture after
their homes have been demolished.

Court Orders Stay, But

DEMOLITIONS TO CONTINUE

"Not Dealing With Cattle,” Says Counsel

Story and photos by
Leonard Mdingi
DURBAN.
~ N uigent application to stay
tbe demolUioiis at Magaba-
Ngejubaoe, near UmJazi, was
granted by Mr. Justice Miller
In chambers last Sunday, when
he ordered that demolitions be
suspended immediately if the
authorities could not find alter-
native accommodation for those

residents not illegally there.

The application was brought by
Mr. Enoch Kumalo, who stated that
he had returned home from work to
ffnd his home demolished and he
did not have alternative accommo-
dation. Affidavits from two other
Umlazi residents said that they had
left for work on Friday not know-
ing that their homes would be de-
molished.

Mr. Andrew Wilson, who ap-
peared for Mr. Kumalo, said that
the demolitions had not been made
in accordance with the order of the
magistrate, Umlazi, on June 20. The

magistrate had ruled that people
entitled to be in the Durban area
should be given alternative accom-
modation forthwith.

NOT CATTLE

The magistrate realised he was
not dealing with cattle, but with
human beings. Cor whom proper
arrangements had to be made. He
meant to make sure that homes
were not destroyed until somewhere
else had been found for the people
to stay.

Mr. Wilson then referred to a
statement made by Mr. Elston in his
affidavit that as no one had come
forward voluntarily to be removed
in accordance with the magistrate’s
order, ‘I intend and have instructed
that the removals hereafter shall be
done by force in so far as it may
unfortunately be necessary to com-
ply wkh the aforesaid order.’

‘VERY WRONG’

Mr. Wilson said: ‘It is a regret-
table statement to come from an
officer in his position. It is entirely
uncalled for, and to threaten the
applicant with the use of force is
very wrong. He is making wild alle-
gations in his affidavit which he

from homes

INt

knows are untrue.”

~in a statement issued after the
judgment, the chief Bantu Affairs
Commissioner for the Durban area
(Mr, C. C. Elston) said that though
the judge’s order would be com-
plied with, the order would not
affect the operations at Umlazi as
alternative  accommodation  was
available for those squatters who
were entitled to be in the area.

PATHETIC

Over ten thousand people will ul-
timately be wuprooted from their
homes in the shanty-township of
Magaba-Ngejubane.

Demolitions began last week
when the first fifty homes were bull-
dozed into the dust, leaving the
tenants to sleep with their children
in the open.

The scene at Magaba—Ngejubane
during the demolition was pathetic
as women and children, their men-
folk away at work, rushed to get
their few belongings away from the
roaring bulldozers The operation
was carried out within a cordon of
heavily armed policemen. Some dis-
tance away, but within sight of the

Continued in next column
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FERMENT AT

Writers' Conference at Kampala

IS AfRICAN
LITERATURE?

WHAT

A FTER ten days of delibe-

ration, criticism, talk,
reading and discussion, the
historical “first-ever* Writers*
Conlereoce held at Makerere
University in Kampala, Ugan-
da, came to an end this week.

Under the auspices of the
Mbari Writers and Artists Club in
Nigeria and the guidance of the
Congress of Cultural Freedom,
forty-five  African  writers  of
English expression met on the
Sandle-wood greenery of Kam-
pala’s hills. _

Poets, playwrights, noveHsts,
sbort-story writers, radio-scripters,
critics and publishers arrested a
dramatic and inspiring moment in
the phenomenon of history to feel
the pulse of the African continent.
And within the right of individual

HEALDTOWN

Students Expelled, Teachers
Dismissed

JOHANNESBURG.

f~ EALDTOWN high school

and tfaiaiBg ooMegc, now
IUMer Bantu Edneatioa control,
is slashing ont left and ri~t
against students and teachers
who show any signs of indepen-
dence or dnsMisfaclion.

Five students were expelled from
the school on June 14 and packed
off home and ten others a few days
later. Now two teachers are under
three months notice to leave. The
are Messrs Skosana Jnr. and P. M.
Tshaka, bodh of whom have, how-
ever, been offered re-eipploymenf
elsewhere.

Evea nmre sinister: the cottage of
teacher Skosana was recently set
alight by unknown persons and
burnt dawn, and the Skusnna child
aged 2i years died in the lire.

The fke occurred just after Mr.
Skosana had a disagreement with
the school principal, and was given
notice to quit. The police are in-

vestigating.

It Is reported, too, that the school

will expel twelve more students.

The expulsions follow the appear-

ance of slogans on the walls of the
school. When these were removed,
new slogans made their appearance.

A new feature of the unrest in

this institution is that the students
are increasin(];Iy complaining against
what they allege to be arrogant, in-
competent and unsympathetic
teachers.

Some of the teachers are

described by the students as over-
enthusiastic graduates imbued with
baasskap mentality. The students
say that some of the teachers called
them barbarians and savages in
class.

Three of the expelled students
were reported to bie members of
the African Students’ Association.
The principal of the school is look-
ing for the ‘master mind’ behind the
trouble. Meantime he is taking stern
action against students and teachers
and Healdtown is in a ferment.

Searditights and Tracker Dogs
at Fort Hare

PORT ELIZABETH.
IPRATCHMEN  with  tracking
dogs, searchlights and sirens,

Continued front previous column

residents, two saracens ominously
stood by.

Needless to say there were no
incidents. But one could sense a
teething undercurrent of an”er and
frustration.

The thou?ht uppermost in the
minds of all was: “Where do we
go from here.” The threat implicit
In this operation is that a vast num-
ber of people will be endorsed out
of the City. They could neither
afford the rents demanded at the
new Government-built townships,
rwr could they find any other alter-
native accommodation.

The people stood by in the face
of the powerful show of force,
watching the corrugated iron of
their homes ffy in all directions as
the bulldozers went into action.

What were theE/ thinking, these
unfortunate people? One woman
told me what she thought.

“Their turn will come,” she said,
“Today they are strong and destroP/
our homes . . . their tune will
come . . .”

were on the alert at Fort Hare at
the end of last month, when the
autborkies took extra precautions
there on the occasion of the first
anniversary of the Republic. Stu-
dents say that during the night the
campus was reminiscent of a con-
centration camp.

But all these precautions did not
stop ﬁalnted slogans from appearin
on the walls. The slogans read:
“Vorster Fosters Fascism”; “Vors-
ter. Convict 2229/42, Hut 1 Camp
48, 1942” and “Down with the
Sabotage Bill.”

Special Branch men stationed at
Alice were a regular sight on the
campus, presumably guarding the
buildings and the students.

A statement issued by the stu-
dents on the 13th June condemned
the Sabotage Bill as a step to tyran-
ny, suppression of human liberties,
violation of the Declaration of
Human Rights and the completion
of a programme towards fascism
and a Police State.

The students declared that they
stand side by side wkh other free-

dom fighters in the condemnation
of the BIill.

self-expression they paused, to
examine and scrutinise, _criticise
and seek, guidance, using the

springboard of togetherness to find
a direction for the future of a
new literature.

FLEXIBILITY

From the first Monday, gathered
round in the low-ceiling”®, cool
room of the conference chamber,
delegates set a nukKKl of easy in-
formality. The agenda itself lent
flexibility, allowing for hours of
discussion of Pid%in English in the
dens of Lagos, the talking drums
of Ghana, bloodshed in Alexan-
der Township or the haughty
habits of the Masai.

There were representatives from
Nigeria, Ghana, South Africa,
Kenya, Ugarula, Tanganylka, Da-
homey, Rhodesia and the Came-
roons. Also publishers  from
England and Langston Hughes and
critic Saunders Redding from the
U.S. From the West Indies came
Barry Record and Arthur Dryton;
French observers were aulo
Joachim and Bernard Folon of
‘Presence Africaine’.

NIGERIAN POET

Christopher Okigba,
Nigerian poet chaired
session.

What is African Literature? he
asked. Is it writing by authors
with a dark skin? Or stories told
by Beople of African descent? Or
anybody dealing with African
topics? Are they African plots,
particular characters? What about
roots and the apostles of Negri-
tude?

The arguments that ensued were
typical of the Conference. Hours
of wrangling and criticism, diver-
sified with torrents of new ideas,
“the vendors of dark-skinned ne-
%rltude are those apostles who hide
ehind their own black smells.”

After all, writers are supposed
to write and not talk, came the
reply. The individual will choose
his ~ vehicle of self-expression,
whether it be in English or Yoru-
aba. Swahili or Zulu to make his
writing tell his own experience.
Writers will use language as a
tool to express human experience
%%g out the character of

MAIN STREAMS

At the end of each morning of
criticism, the delegates broke up
into three main streams: the
Novel, Poetry and dramatic writing.
Equally informal were the sessions
of work colonies where writers
would unite and discuss ideas,
methods and their own work. In
the evenings it became usual for
some author to read his or her
work.

South African writing took a
major portion of the discussion
periods. Zeke Mphahiele, South
African author of “Down Second
Avenue” and “African Image,”
ointed out that most literature
rom his country was obsessed
with defiance and protest.

‘The South African is preoccu-
pied with things that give him
pleasure on the physical and emo-
tional planes. His pace is set by
the political atmosphere of strife
and struggle. And his style often
emerges temperamental, experi-
mental, at times moody, violent,
sometimes jazzy and evokes sen-
sous and racy images. Contrasted
to this was the freer, easier
and less tense West African
writing—a taste of freedom with
more eventuality.

ALEX LA GUMA

Much time was given to Alex
La Guma’s long short story, “A
Walk in the Night”, dealing with

a young
the first
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In this article, exclusive to E
New Age, JOE LOUW gives a =
vivid pen-picture of an historic m
conference E
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been published by Mbari, the first
African  publishing House in
Nigeria.

This intense, fast moving story
written with startling realism and
accurate imagery, evoked many
bravos from  writers, especially
those from West Africa. The mes-
sage of protest is uniquely subtle,
they commented, serving the pur-
pose of literature with a greater
Impact of the reality of the South
African scene.

ONE CAUSE

In the evenings, on the lawns,
groups still huddled in the day’s
discussion, resplendent with the
diversified colour of Africa.

There was Wole Soyinka, a
playwright from Nigeria, descend-
Ing a stair-case in all his national

costumery, like a dust-coloured
Karroo sand-storm . . , John Pep-
per Clark, unkempt, be-sandled

and wheedling a cigar, defendin
the lost cause of jungle-boun
witch-doctor ancestor . . . Bloke
Modisane, in English tweeds side-
sdadling and bemoaning “A por-
trait of Broke/or the role of a
starving young artist”

Berets, sunglasses, sandals, goat-
skins or Ghananian drums, these
writers have succeeded in one
caiLse, they have set the pace for

the literature of Africa with
Freedom.
NiliitiiiiiiinininiiiniHintniifiitias

HELL HATH
NO FURY ...

JOHANNESBURG =
It wasnt the custom of =
Xhosas to answer women; =

‘women are only fit for the =
sjambok’, said a speaker at the =
meetln% called last week to set =
up a Tembu Bantu Council— S
and that remark broke up the

meeting.
The ‘sjambok” speaker was
Mr. F. Mathetha who took the

hint of Chief Kaizer Matanzima
of the Immigrant Tembus to
set up an Urban Bantu Coun-
cil. But his remark so infuri-
ated the audience- many of
them women that he had to
leave the platform and flee
Lhrlcl)ugh the back door of the
all.

The meeting was held at the
Sinawana municipal offices and
the organisers tried to stop all
non-Xhosa speaking people
from entering. This did not
work.

Mr. Mathetha said that he
wanted a force of over thirty
men to act as the police of the
Tembu Bantu Council. This s
would put a stop to ‘agitators’ =
disrupting the meetings.
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CHARGED UNDER
COMMUNISM ACT

JOHANNESBURG

Mr. Bartholomew HlIlapane ap-
peared in court last week charged
under the Suppression of Commu-
nism Act.

The State led evidence of finding
a suitcase containing copies of a
Sotho booklet in his possession.

The case was adjourned to June

life in District Six. It has recently 26.



VERWOERD PUTS ON THE

SQUEEZE L. |

- , I FROM A SPECIAL |
Swing To The Right—Or

I CORRESPONDENT |

A S a result of the resolution on
“The Abolition of Colonial-
ism” initiated by the Soviet Pre-
mier, Mr. N. S. Khruschov, when
he attended the session at the
United Nations recently, the spol-
li“ht of world attention has 1™Mn
focussed on the High Commission
territories as well as on all other
dependent countries in Africa.
A committee has started in-
uiries into conditions in these
three territories. Mr, Ntsu
Mokhchle, President of the Basu-
toland Congress Party, has recent-
ly returned from New York where
he gave evidence before this
committee.

# It is believed that the U.N.
committee intends to bear fur-
thur evidence from petitioners
in Africa itself and may even
visit Basutoland and the other

High Commission territories.

In Basutoland itself a Constitu-
tional Commission has been ap-
pointed by the Paramount Chief,
Moshocshoe 11, to make recom-
mendations for a new constitu-
tion. The Commission is represen-
tative of all parties that have
members in the National Council.

Already over 900 memoranda
have been received by the Com-
mission, but none of the political
parties has yet submitted propo-
sals. Perhaps the hesitancy to sub-
mit their proposals is the fear that
each party has of being outdone by
the other. With elections just over
a year away, much depends on the
reaction to any party proposals
for a new system of government.

# This alone is indicative of
bow fluid the political situation
is at the moment. It is difficult
to forecast what the political
alignment will be after the next
general elections.

BASUTOLAND CONGRESS
PARTY

The Basutoland Congress Party,
under the leadership of r.
Mokhehle, has recently suffered
setbacks ljy reason of the reac-
tionary stand taken by its leader-
ship. This has led to internal splits
and disaffection which has weak-
ened the organisation.

# Mr. Ntsu Mokhehle is too

busy with personal vilification

of Individuals such as Dr. Lete-
le, Joe Mathews and others, as
well as the newly formed Com-
munist Party, to devote time
and attention to all the serious
roblems which beset Basuto-
and. The BCP has never set out

a detailed, clear programme.

Nevertheless in relation to the

other parties, the BCP remains

the main mass organisation.

Next in strength is probably the
Ba.sutoland National Party, led by
Chief Jonathan Leabua. This
party is considered to enjoy the
supﬁor_t of the powerful Roman
Catholic Church. Ever since its
defeat in the last elections, the
National Party has steadily gained,
in strength and the results of re-
cent by-elections at district level,
whilst not yet representing a chal-
lenge to the BCP, are nevertheless
a warning.

9 The anti-communism of the

BCP is building up the most

consistentI%/ anti-communist par-

e

, e t Catholic National
arty.

There are two other smaller
arties, namely, the Freedom

arty, led by the former deputy-
leader of the BCP and editor of

“Mohlobani,” Mr. B. M. Khake-
tla, which has recently issued an
interesting party manifesto. The
other one 'is the “Marematlou”
Party, led by Chief S. S. Matele.
This is the party that stands for
the preservation of chieftainship.
# There are rumours that the
BNP, the Freedom Party and
the Marematlou Party = have
been holding secret talks aimed
at forming a United National
Independence Party for Basuto-
land. if the difficulties arising
out of competition for leader-
shlfp are resolved this could be
a formidable party of the Right.
The position of “Lekhotle la
Bafo is not very clear because its
Io_ub_llc activities have been very
imited in recent times. This party
boycotted the last elections and its
attitude to elections under any
future Constitution remains un-
known.

P.A.C.-LIBERAL TIE-UP

One of the most intriguing tie-
ups in the political field 1s that of
tne former members of the PAC
and the Liberals. The PAC has
always been very vociferous in its
condemnation of any co-operation
between  Africans  and  other
thoups and yet its members—
there is a fair-sized group in exile
here—do not scruple, to work not
only with but for the Liberal

Part%/. ) )
There are numerous illustrations
of this both in South Africa and
overseas. But an esgeually close
relationship exists between Mr.
Patrick Duncan and former PAC
members in  Basutoland. Mr.
Ntloedibe, a man who has up to
now regarded it as treachery for
any African to sit at the same
table as a white man, now holds
the position of “responsible Edi-
tor” of the Basutoland edition of
“Contact.”

COMMUNIST PARTY

Overshadowing all these deve-
Iogments is the newly formed
“Communist Party of Lesotho.”
This is the unknown factor of the
present  political  situation in
Basutoland, It has issued its pro-
gramme which is the clearest
enunciation of aims and principles
of an);_ party in the country.

# This partg has called for a

National Liberation Front of

all patriotic parties to tight for

immediate  independence  of

Basutoland.

Despite the fact that various
leaders, including Mr. Mokhehle,
have continued to make violent
anti-Communist propaganda
against it, the Communist Party
has pressed even more vigorously
for a united front on the 1ssue of
independence—whatever difference
may exist on matters of ideology.

It Is unfortunate that the inter-
party rivalry in this small country
Is diverting attention from the
very serious problems facing the
Basuto. At present negotiations
are afoot between the British
Government and the Republic
concerning problems relating to
High Commission territories. Ba-
sutoland is vitally affected by
these negotiations and yet not one
party has demanded to know
what has been going on or asked
to be a party to these negotia-
tions.

In the meantime, to strengthen
its hand at these negotiations, the
South African government is en-
gaged in little needling acts de-

signed to embarrass theBasuto-
land government and to illustrate
the utter economic dependence of
the territories on the Republic.

Threats have been made to re-
turn to the territories all Basutos
P_resently employed in the Repub-
ic. This has already been done
to a certain extent. Recruitment
to mines from Basutoland has
been restricted.

Discriminatory  practices have
been observed in regard to pro-
duce and wool exported from the
territories to South Africa. The
same has applied to maize im-
ported into the protectorates.

# As a result a very serious un-
employment position has arisen
in Basutoland about which the
British authorities is doing vir-
tually nothing.

The agricultural position is bad
and the greater part of the budget
is absorbed in paying the salaries
and allowances of civil servants.

The measures required to alle-
viate the position could only be
carried out by a strong govern-
ment which enjoyed mass popular
support. There is no such govern-
ment at present.

A visitor to Lourenco Marques who returned recentl

comment that for extreme povert
way.” ABOVE: Workers on the

inivane

gave these graphic pictures to New Age with the

and repression the Government of Salazar *“beats Verwoerd by a long

ugar Estate, which is about 100 miles from Lourenco Marques.

Their appearance and the clothes they wear gives one a clear picture of the conditions under which the
workers live. BELOW: This photo of a plague on a public building depicts, unwittingly perhaps, the sav-

agery of the Portuguese colonial regime an

people.

in sharp contrast, the unbreakable dignity of the African

IN SALAZAR'S AFRICA

PORTUGUESE reader, one
of the many brave demo-

crats fighting the Salazar dicta-
torship, sent us this account of
an interview at the dockside in
Lourenco Marques.

Evading the eye of the political
P.I.LD.E.) 1 was able to interview a
o2ambique labourer.

It was at the waterfront, in the

evening, and a group of Africans
were
ships.

loading and unloading the
They saw us approach.

dropped their spades and called “in
God’s name” for cigarettes.

One of them, Fabiao, said he
would answer questions.

‘How old are you, Fabiao?—T
am not quite sure . .

‘AreI you married?’—‘Oh yes, yes
. am.

~He was smoking away at the
cigarette.

‘Children?—T have two.’

‘When do you start work?— ‘At
7 am. till 1130 a.m., then from
3 p.m, till 11.30 p.m.

How much do you earn?—7
escudos (about 18 cents) each night

shift; the morning shift is less.’

‘Where do you live?’—‘Near the
Airport (about 10 kilometres from
his ‘work.)’

‘Do you walk home?—‘No, | go
home only on Sundays. If | start
after work | would arrive there at
1 o’clock in the morning, and would
have no time to sleep or see my
wife and children.’

Then where do you sleep?—
‘Over there, near the train engine

that is warm right through the
night.’
This is colonialism in Salazar’s
Africa.
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