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(1) :',d¥ It. I'll 1."- Lhl! C~'IJ':" to b('.:11:" \t/ilh mc. I have. il number 

(I _ .~j'JI.' l r Li.~l!, I".IL l ~h.,(ll L·Il(.J...~<.lVour: not to Lake up 

LC) Tlluch 1: 'J"~! of yO~lr Lordsllip'_ time . 

b' .. the out·-i(;:t of this trial, d(ter much )"eflection . I 

;1 t 7S 
pleClJp.d "/, l Sjuilt-y" lO (~.;;t.!:; uf which I now stano 

~ly rc ,s, 'n for adopting this course "".:\5 <l 

pIca to Lhe conlrdry might be regarded as an 

~.d·'li GSi01l )n my p.,rL th.:1t I full mj actions to be morally 

l.~l'rchef"l ill I 1, ~l uound to in[crm the Court th<JL I 

\.,'0./':> and 

I -pn ;t Soul h Afri cdn and 'ilould not }-,dve 

t I st.:1n l~ck {or Dny man 03 far as my 

C().lImitlll(.. , tt,J my (,ou~Lry uncI ,,11 ils pt!oph:s 1s concerned. 

rr:l~ cOli;;. vf acli'.Jn .t Ch(.lSC \',':lS the only one open to a 

],:ltrioL, \, 

(2) (II' Seconu'j, I \:i~i ,:) state that I am sati~fied that. your 

J.or.d~h~r )).1.:> SP,'t! \,:1 no endC<lV011r to accord me a fair tria. 

in acr.:( 1" I nce 'dilh thL! lav: as it presently stands \Olritten 

'1I"H.1 ~td _I.:'t ,loS yVJ dn.: to the strictures of that legal 

f) .llllC;.:t :', . 

Hut lb\,' ilf'"I)C'CGl; of Just· it..:p, pl:opcrly so called, cannot be 

':;.1 J.d I J n 011 1 Y .:l t the mc-men t when ar. accused person 

It 5hould commc!<ce from 

the Ljnl ,r th~t l"rson's arresL . 
1'1 L.' , 

(TIl '':&.:t'l: ,\1 I'~'I ~::.,p, 1 \"I~ drrl:!ritc(l at my home in Cape Town on 

the n 

,. 

\.If Jnl..:' ';7'th ana l...akcn to Calcdon Square Police 

on .in;.. 11 r<Jgutioll, \'lhir:h tmgan in a civilised 

l r,'lidly turncl! lnlo a nightmure . I was 
U""\.·· .... L. l ~v I C 

.... 'ithnt;1"- r .... J. itc "llt. 1 t·~sm.:hl.Lhou-¥·_~t the 

I "'~ of 1.',( 
t 

ll\t.cr rOtJ,1t ion, my ill t c l-1.ocut 
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llll'l.!atCi'll.'d th.:1t I.lnl{'ss I an~;';/('rc:d their questions they 

.. lOuld .;1\-r :1t a person very close to me, who, I knew, had 

no knov.lt.·dJc of my ~C'cret pol.ll:.ical activities. 'rhey 

went to the extent of enacting a charade outs ide the 

closed door of the office in "/hjrh I vias being questioned 

imiLatin'J the sounds ilttcncli.\I1L on someone being beaten 
tv/tS-

(lnd scrL.: '''1i09 with pain. I w~s not deceived by this 

ruse, bul helieveu that anyone cup.lblc of it might also 

he cilp:l.Lle of c,Jrrying oUl Lhc threatened arrest - and 

perhaps oL turning the charnd<.! into a reality. Accordin']l) 

on the mOrll1ng of the 28th , I made a short statement and 

\"/as latC'r allolt/cd t, , sleep fOl" a few hours. 

The seco; J f?hasc of interrogation began in the after.noon. 

ny qucsL ... 1lcrs be,: n \.;orking in Learns and interrogation 

l<."l~tcd ,,!ill :')ut (c:~l'it:.c unUl Lho mortling of July 29th. 
FC·GIJ' iG 

One of UI C tCf,lll~ -:. consi~tinlJ of "ICapt.:lin' ·and-a more 
WI,";· IIi::') ((lLLG!;) "TOM",) " 

junior ofticer - t '_'Jan assaliltin'J me at the instruction 
1\ ;·11f~ "')!)J'!f'l \ /,I 

of the C .l:ljn . rJ'he·.othcr policeman choked me, rolled 

inC abou '- the tllur , knell on my back and crushed me 

ilgainsl n \:.111 . 'J'hc Captain joined i n, striking me 

.... ith grcn' force ~H:ross the left-hand side of my face, 

using Oll ... ~ of my shoes to Veat me on my head. My 

lOl1lH.:mll"·' .:.1150 r ... ~r,orled to twisting my arms and wrists, 

\-,hile 1.1ttl.:l"in9 my hl~ad and muking me stand with a chai r 

flbClve my h',~"ln .,.;hilc they que~tioned me or flung shoes 

ilt my (I1oJ..n. Chh"fly thei.r questions referred to 

m~tt~r~ ,r wJlich I had no kno~le~qe . I estimate that 

'rHO d,:;(/,~ , llC'T !>!c:jor Van 'fonder apologised to me for 

t 11(:5"; ~I",.-., 1lls - wldch in my vim.; deBcrvc the name of 

"torli.1fl·". He. irJ Lh('! a5~;i:lUlts ',-'ere totally contrary to 

his insl ' II t ions. I should like to be able to believe hirr 
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(C} It would be incorrect, hm·/ever, to porlray my treatment 

in dctc;,lion u:'; being comprised solely of torture and 

sll;!Cp denial . Follo',ling those first 48 hours I I Was 

"'/~ll trc;ltcd. t-1.J.jor Van Tondt::!r showed me a number of 

kindn~,j:,,('':; as did t-1ajor I3.:lkcr I who interrogated me in 

PretOl'i \. I believe it possiiJlc that , in different 

ci rcu!1lstt1nccs, \V'e might have veen friends - hO't,ever I 

they hJV0 chosen tt!cir side and I minc o I should also 

mention Lh,]t the Hilrdcrs aL Pretar!.:! local prison have , 
';')/to 

"Jh~:n mp much friendship and kjndness. I have no words 

tell hf"l,l Jrtltcful I ;;1rn to them for this . It has given 

me fn: h h( pc for the future of this country to find 

toler·)!"'., .:l.nd humanity among ordina.ry decent people . ...!:Zi--

fr-.h: ih' . )J. r!...:l t';":;l.·~s~.;.J,;..i-nf.J-o~~~7* 

'-'~.(' IT" ot=i:3A,' r1S S1111C;;J Tljnr I"'--'~Sl>"", OF '" ') 
, , "i ..... 

Lordship, I was born in Cape Town &D-NmtemQar _6,t.h, 

f· i . 

1940, On my mother's side of the family I can claim 

anCC'GI ry \·:i til Sir Jilrnes Hose-Innes I whose concern for" the 

[utu.!.-, (. [ race relations in South Africa is a matter of 

hlst.;.n-y. I-ly milternul grandmother was a Cilliers_ My 

p'i.l(·} '1 l Jrilndf.:!thcr was an Englishman of working class 

\.;ho C.l:" (! t.o settle in South Africa at about the turn of 

the cl..'rlu.ry. t-'iy parents are both retired and elderly . 

pcopll..? Ll") \·J!1om I 0\"'0 a great deal . I learned 

ll1ilny t"ILiJl')s from them . My mother imparted to me her own 

love! (" r' h'~':jlltiful things and fierce loyalty to South 

Africl. 

FL-Oln .11: L.ltl.cx- / I learned i'I belief in the power of reason, 

{l ::h"n (' u·- ' ... :onder ilt things, which 'lave me a taste for 

1-'1111(I .... op:,y ~l11d speculation, and a firm conviction of the 

n0CC'$~ i..:: ~or tht":' rule of LilW . Both my parents taught 
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thfLL I h.Jd d role to play in shaping that world were 

The National Liberation Hovement 

and the e,.:amp.lc of some of its members gave me these 

things. No sacrific~ of mine can repay the debt . 

In 1965, 1 obtain(>d work as a junior reporter on the 

Cape Times. In 1967, I joined the Rand Oaily Mail. On 

botb these n(".·:spClpers I wrote editorials and interpretative 

arlicles in addition tu my ordinary reporting work. 

In 1969 1 \'Icnt to London, where I found work as a sub-editor 

of foreign nC'llS on 'fhe 'Times . It was during that year 

that I was -1.nmitted to membership of the South African 

Conullunist ParLy . In ] 970, shortly after my return to 

SouLh Africa, I was appointed political reporter on ttle 

Rand Daily r·:nj 1 - a post I held until late 1975 when I 

rejoined til\' t.".:lpe Times. 

Of my journ.:llistic "'1I.,).cl~, I wish only to state firmly 

thilt I al' .... .:lYs endeavoured to report and interpret 

accur.:ttely <.11\J fairly and never ubuscd any position I 

heltl uy trY,i,ng to turn a newspaper into a propa9~nda 

sht::cL . Somt:! "'Jill b~lieve that no Narxist could 

consistently try to uphold proper standards of truthfulness 

and pt?-rspcc l i..ve. 'l'his is because they have not understood 

thaL t-lar:d.:-;m is the practice of a scientific theory which 

aims to grasp the his Lory of ureal living men" as it truly 

is, (vr a true ;o.1arxisL there can be no synonomy between 

th(> .:ldlct,;:tivL~ "cornmuni:;.;t ll and the epithel IIliar" . 

I Jnnsl 110' .. ! attempt to convey something of the political 

uellcf~ nlHl a'.p,i rations which have formed the mainspring of 

my .let ions [or many ye'lrs. This is done, not 1n order 

to \·.'c.:lry th(;' CQurt ... ;ith a propngondistic harangue but in 

onlL>l' Lh':lt your Lordship mOly be infonncd of the motivations 

\l1hich h.:\Vc h;1 1 their effect in my ~ppearance before you 
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to-cJ1Y· For these beliefs have been powerful in their 

influence on rot.:!:. I do not believe that I aIn a 

p<trtict.11arly brave man. Certainly I have no inclination 
/'1 il/~ T L '/\ ~1.'/1 

for .In-L;.y-!.:.dom. Had it not been for my politicul 

convictions I could never have endured the experience 

of life as an underground vlorkcr . I shall not attempt 

La dG'scribc to the Court the unrelieved tension of 

such a life L' sa\t.e.-t..o-s-ay ~bat: \ ... hen"'··~H"...est-eame-r--as- .~ 

4-hdd alway s kno\t,'n-i-f:--mu s t,., -.i..1.-Y1Ci~1I'fto st~~ 

0.(:- i.l-r.a..l.ic ... L 

(a) There are many aspects of South Africa's polltico-

cconumic systC:'m which have never ceased to uppal and 

unger me. 

Despite all the Government's talk of change, life 

for the av('rflqc Black South African is a long catalogue 

of infl..iu1ty 1.11 education, wages, housing and human 

r1yll Ls . Apartheid has dri.ven thousands from their homes 

purely bCCaUBf'! of their racial origin. The so-called 

resL'ttlement camps at places like Limehill, t-1orsgat 

Dimb':lz.:l have n:!sulted in the deaths of many African 

a.nd 
"LCI..~;'\t 
incilldil 

many childrCcfl. Blae}; children helve been forced to study 

school subj~ct.s in a language which - because of the 

systc-m 1 ~:n d, scribing - is regarded by them as a foreign 

tong UC! ' \',1h '0 they protested against this they were 

met by bullcLs , 

T') preSL'l'Vt.} the system, the Rulers have banned Black 

polilical org:l!1isations . They havc passed legislation 

likL' the '1'(;~rrorism l\ct' 5 section six und the Internal 

S.ccurity Act Hhich effectively set ,the. Executive above 

Until the present GovL .. dment came to 

pO\';(:~loo in 1<"'1,\8 Ll miyht hd.vC been said that bot.h Black 

anJ to!lliLI.! h..J.d tried for more thnl1 a century to maintain a 
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tradition th~t their societies should be governed under 

a ~jysl('m I,oJ!1erc C!vcn lht! hit]hest in the land was always 

subject to the Courts. NOw , in 1976, the Rulers have 

made many laws but the nut ion is lawless - chuos rules. 

{'1" L(I}l.,o 
Oul ~-1.'.~P I there is one effect of this system 

which has \o.'~iCJhed with me .:tbove all others. I refer 

to the disrupLion of family and communal life occaSioned 

by the system of Pass LaHS and influx control. You have 

hC';lrd somctl'llf'g of my 0\';!1 youth and family life . I know 

thilt I, a member of a privileged group, could never have 

supported the difficulties of my life without the love and 

support of !lly family . -!,;ven-in these-.t...i.mes--when-the~ 

pSI.2Lldo_-:-scic;nc~..; of- p!;;ycholo9Y- are so rampant, we-

.lUll1erstand f~r t.oo lit tIe of the effect which intimate 

and familiar things - or the deniRl thereof - can have 

on Lh(3- life 01 the hlJlU.::l~..pe~n. 

has ahlays s·=cmcd to me an iniquity that anyone should 

be wrenched \"!,,y from t.hings anu people familiar and dear 

lo serve tlS 1 Illour fodder so Lhat others may profit . If 

there is i1atl"C'd and vi.olence in the minds and hearts of people 

of colour in South Africa, that system - which 1n one 

form or anotr!J:>r has been in force well before 1948 - is 

at Lhe root 0 f it. I am reminded of the words of a 

poe t 0 f th~ 1'; 30 I S I \'1. Il. Auden : 

"[ and the public know 

I"lhal all school children learn. 

'fhose, to \vhom evil is done l 

Do evil in return. II 

It might be:> objected that I could have opposed the 

Pas:;;. T~aws by joining onc of the legal Nhite parties 

v,'hich so opposed them. To this I would reply that these 

pal·ties only uppose the system so long as they do not have 

8/ ... 
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to ... 1I;;luTlent lhc l:u.~aSl1rcs of tux':ltion of Whites to pay 

for hou'-,inq nd vtiwr t11T1~ niti(o'5 ... ,Ilich would be needed 

if lhe !',JSS L."H·IS .. 'ere scriltJ!Jcd , und that in ilny case 

these l'.:lrlies represent u constituency " .. hieh profits 

from the supply of cheap labour that these Laws ensure .. 
S A'JI"VC_ 

r remember 0110 LC'iHler of .:10 Opposi tion Party once ~-e~ing 
tV.::q (-;-

me tlwt .~f ~'[-wFn.J...ad his P.:lrty to immediately abolish the 
1\ 

Pass T,a"'/$, he \-,'ould simply have Lo "tighten-up" the 

vagrancy laws. 

(b) Moreover I the central concept behind the implementation 

of thesl..! lclWS ~\nd practices was aLhorrent to me . The 

attitude of thL apologists for the Government ' s policies 

is that the c(1mplcx problems of race and class in South 

Africa shoul<J be solved on the basis that people are 

to be kept apart. 
eA. IT/:/', ,I.J.~ .... 
cJ:..i.-t..c~·i a UtiL c1 for 

held SCpilrate frclm one another . The 

the scpuraling process is that of race. 

'I'his nL,ticn of neccGs<:ll,-Y separateness, of enforced 

iso1.1tion is ~l prE: script.ion [or ncltional and individual 

psycho!>is . It involves i) denial of the humanity all 

men must hold in corronon or perish. Isolating men from , 
one another, it seems to mel is 1n the end to isolate 

them from th(·msclvcs . If the process continues, madness 

and annrchy \\ill plague South Africa, for it is not good 

f01" men La be alone and they will commit any crimes 

rather tllan endure it . 

(c) r hope I have said enough to intimate to the Court 

why the philosophy and theory of Marxist - Leninism 

! 
attracted me. In fine , it was the stress communists lay -
on the C'ollln\uni ty of m<:lOk i nd I on the ncccssi ty to work for 

i'l 'v'orhl in \'''~lich things ... :ill be held in common , The Marx 

analysis of condJ..l:ions in our country also helped me to 

unders' .:11111 ho ... : Lhe SYStCl:1 of ap<lrlht~id served the ends of 

cupit.!] 1,:-,1Il and IIOW the bl-we Glna noble Afrikaner People 

helve 1 n used LO inlplcfIll'nt it, su Lhilt the "free 

9/ ... 
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entrepreneurs" cun continue to ply their trade. 

The party I although ... /orking non-violently, was banned 

in 1950 . 'l'h1s \-Jas followed in 1960 by the banning of 

the African N tional Congress. Since the time of 

Sharpevl11e, the A. N.C. and the Co~~unist Party have 

secn no option opcn to them other than the use of force 

to oppose the violence, inherent in the system of 

apartheid, and to achieve change. But the Party has 

always used its influence to st~er the National Liberation 

Hovcment away from doctrines of crude anti-Nhitlsrn and 

senseless acts of revenge. Its programmC', "The Road 

to South Afrie;;)n Freedom" specifjcally condemns these 

things. I do not know of one corr.munist. who does rot 

regret that the banning of the mov mcnts and leaders 

v/~ support. has necessitated the use of force to achieve 

liberation . 

t1arxism is not - as its opponents conceive it - a • 
closed system of rigid dogma. It is a scientific unity 

of theory and practice which is :lh/ays growing in its 

endeavours to understand and chang~ our world. I will 

not conceal {rom the Court that I had hopes of one day , 
making some contribut~on to that understanding. In recent 

years, I have been much influenced by the writings of the 

French Hllrxist philosopher, Louis Althusser, who makes 

a distinction bet ..... ·cen theory, which aims at knowledge, 

and philosophy, which operates more in the sphere of 
C 

icleolol~::' or belief . It seemed lo me that Narxist 

philo50phy, although intim.ltcly linked to Marxist theory, 

had l~gg~d behind it and thal it needed, as it were, to 

"calch up". I believe that the South Afric<l.n experience 

will mLlke a contribution - and oJ much needed one in Lhis 

world of calculntion and rc~iflc~tion of things human - OCI 

to rlLlrxL.t philo~ophy. Pcrhnp5 tlll'ough dr'1w1ng more , . 

10/ . . . 
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cllL IlL on to L 
AflIC,dl C If] cpt 01 ULunt.u and the Afri. 

not i n [, I n 1 id. 

-y t. '~C' ~s to 
fittin.;.! h '"" Afr ... kaans should pluy a_ 

,th rc 1 ph.iloso:.-!\'/. 

l.: 1 .. • ,\ <: gS"ide r r can the Ugl1t ~nd ultJl"E' in bU,L .. d1ng_ 

-I ha\,' ... aen tlL'd tdt log recently 

on eh f etc-tho tl", ·Afrik lner .,atr 10') JOp1C Four1') was. 

shot Lc. d~ Hh in the-very pd on "y-"rd in which I have 

• b(:Gn t 
torr my c'!CCTci.!;Q L<"'('')lIst"! he rebelled against. 

partiei!",. rion in dn Imp(~rlllL.t War. 

Th ... s 1rlng~ fT1C tv the fina" pOiT't I wish to make to 

whet'" 
th_ expcr cncos ~ ha\u had - ~lrst 

J. IE! Cau t w111, perhaps, be wondering 
your [/)1 ,;hip. 

L 
n await ;-tr~al lrisoncr _ have 

ilS a detaine 
.ff..01 

had any...ue 

Certainly, 
ac 1,' t ~ of \h~c t now t~nu convicted. 

on my tf- tud os t. wards my p liti :.:11 beliefs and thE: 

! "i... . quert on Fut to fi 

nd poli~il!!j of my party. 

Pol cc, In 9('J1Ct; 1/ I must reply that my convictions 

durin l' ~letent .... on t..y scvc.:rdl members of the SecUrity 

in one form or another 

r£'lnai un. It.er ~ 1. 

for t 1 
r run "l commun15t and I stand firml 

Lord But your , , 
L w(. .1J requite a nldn totally devoid of 

beer. 
~ n 10 .... ty to C" r c fro~ s~ch un experience as I have 

Jl w~ll vV~ly cne ot his altitudes and 
prec ) 1 

net .eu. , n my a se , 

luns C .lctly ilS tb Y ""\o:re before and this has 

'l'h • l rt h.5 he.1rd lICH.., during the first 48 hours of 

Iy d '-I.,; l~ "I I In,lfje c~rt:ai!l admisSions to the Police 

I f IrL'd that unl's5 1 did so they would arrest 

• ~ar t..> me, Sc 
ThVI"Q are many revOlutionaries 

sch ..:>1 
':) ·wvuld cOndefTU'l rt}' decisiol . 

t-:ha t 
f 

r. 
Jl lIlt" t t ,Ir ucd that i1 

1 1 . I t 
could s crifice 

11/ . . . 
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a soldier to win u battle . It could be argued that 

I endangered revolutionary principles by putting my 

affections for a single human being above my loyalty 

to my comrades and the cause for which we commonly 

strive . There may be justice in these arguments . I do 

not knO\v . I only know that I found it impossible to 

put a rule before a person I carod for ; that this is 

an anomaly and a contradiction in my beliefs and 

that I have spent hours in my cell trying to resolve it . 

I am very fnr from having reached a solution . Harxism 

and Lhe \I.'orld need a new philosophy and I am in no 

position to provide it . 

But in my ruminations on this problem I have come 

upon what may be at least a clue to the solution. It 

is sUlTlmed up in a line written by the poet, Thomas 

Stearncs Elliot , in h.is "POUl:" 

Devised The TormentC/ -ef Love . 

Name". 

Quartets" : "Who First 

Love is the Unfamiliar 

I am glad that I have come far enough along the road to 

realise that if there is one single reason why our goals a l 

<:It prcsent teeming with disSidents, why so much blood 

has been shedi \\'hy the history of our country is one so 

crowded .... 'ith strife, sacrifice and strllgglC j then love 

is that reason . Love is at the bottom of it all. 

lL has been love - not shret.,.dness or cunning - which 

has allowed the South African Communist Party to withstand 

1, 

more than half-a-century of struggle und persecution . c 

Love has been the motor force , driving the National 

Liberation Movement . This is the .{lONER and the 

S'l'RCNG'l'1I VIe speak of . '£his is the true meaning behind 

the slogan of the Congress NovemcnL: Strength is Ours -

Amandl il Neg"'''13thu . 
JI 

I thank the Court for its jllllulgencc . 
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