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Worse Than The Worst In S.A.

LIFE IN MOZAMBIQUE
IS HELL
npH IS is the story of conditions 

in Portuguese East Africa 
told to New Age by a man who 
has recently come from that terri
tory. In South Africa he is a 
foreign Native and therefore not 
wanted by the authorities. In his 
country of birth, Mozambique, he 
is not wanted, considered dange
rous because he has stayed too 
long in South Africa. Because of 
the insecurity of his position at 
present we withhold his name.
NO WORK—NO LIVELIHOOD 

Mr. X, we shall call him, tells 
us that conditions of living in 
Mozambique arc worse than the 
worst we know in this country.

In the countryside there is no 
work. The people depend on agri
culture for a living but the yield 
is never enough to maintain life 
all the year round. The country 
people migrate to the towns— 
Lourenco Marques, Beira etc. A 
great number of them are re
cruited for the mines on the Rand.

When the recruits come back 
from the mines their miserable 
earnings are drained by heavy 
taxation on every article they have 
bought in South Africa. For a 
bicycle the worker pays more than 
£2 in such tax.

The journey home from the 
Rand is paid by the authorities 
only as far as the recruiting cfepot 
and the workers have to pay their 
fare home from there, sometimes 
more than 100 miles away.

Each worker from the mines is 
required to pay taxes to officials, 
from the magistrate down to the 
village headman: R2.80 to the 
magistrate at the recruiting depot; 
R1 to the local magistrate on 
arrival and R2 to the village head
man or chief on arrival. Failure 
to comply results in compulsory 
free labour in each category.

FORCED LABOUR 
As if that were not enough, all 

able-bodied men are required to 
offer their labour for no pay 
whenever it is required. Work 
done is usually on afforestation 
schemes, building and beautifying 
of holiday resorts.

Even a village chief uses free 
labour in his homestead and fields. 
Mr. X. tells us that even a passer
by may be stopped and required 
to work for no pay.

There is a scarcity of water and 
women have to travel long dis
tances to boreholes to get water. 
Animal husbandly is on a very 
low level and agriculture is mainly 
of sub-tropical fruits and plants. 
When the government supplies 
seed to the people it requires a 
share of the yield.

Mr. X. tells us that the people 
bear these hardships with an un
usual quiet. Political organisations 
worth speaking of are non
existent.

Education is mainly in the 
hands of Roman Catholics. The 
emphasis is on manual labour. 
Secondary education concentrates 
on carpentry, agriculture, tailoring 
and book-keeping.

A trickle of Africans aspire to 
become assimilado, in which case 
there is hope of better salaries and 
living standards. The ordinary 
people, however, despise the assi- 
miladoes because in effect they

desert the people.
All education in the schools is 

in the medium of Portuguese. As 
a result there is no literature or 
cultural attainment worth speak
ing of among the indigenous 
peoples. The cultural evolution so 
suppressed involves a variety of 
peoples whose expression would 
make a healthy variegated cultu
ral composite—the Tonga, Shan- 
gaan, Tshopie and Nyembane.

Mr. X., who has a South Afri
can wife and five children, was 
born in Kumini Village, Shai-shai, 
near the town of Villa de Jaoao 
Bello.

83 Charged, But Only 5 Convicted

POLICE PERSECUTION OF 
POLITICAL LEADERS

CAPE TOWN, 
extent to which political 

leaders in the Western Cape 
are being subjected to persecu
tion at the hands of the police is 
revealed in an analysis of the 
more serious cases handled by 
the Cape Town branch of De
fence and Aid in recent months.

OF 83 PEOPLE CHARGED 
WITH SERIOUS CRIMES. 
ONLY 5 WERE CON
VICTED. THE REMAINING 
78 WERE ACQUITTED OR 
HAD THE C H A R G E S  
AGAINST THEM WITH
DRAWN.

Here is a breakdown of the 
serious cases handled by Defence 
and Aid in the period September 
1961 to April 1962:

in jail, is a typical example. (See 
New Age April 5.)

HIGH BAIL
Most of the offences quoted above 

carry a very high bail and corre
spondingly high sentence. Bail 
granted to the accused during the 
above period ranged from R50 to 
R300 and in almost all cases the 
accused could not afford to pay it.

Had it not been for the assistance 
given by Defence and Aid they 
would have stayed in jail for long 
periods.

In many instances the police 
arrests appeared to be arbitrary, in
volving people who during the court 
proceedings were proved to have no 
connection with the alleged offence. 
The 24 youngsters from Nyanga 
East who were charged with public 
violence after the May 29 strike last 
year were all acquitted at the end of 
a trial which dragged on for months. 
Except for 8 of them who were

£55a55S£55S5S5S55S;5555;S5r55^gS^SSg

S.A. Appeal To Equity

DON'T GIVE COLOUR- 
BAR SHOWS / /

JOHANNESBURG. 
TTNION Artists, which broke 
^  new ground on the South 

African theatrical scene with its 
productions of “King Kong,” 
“King of the Dark Chamber” 
and “Blood Knot,” has joined 
forces with the Cape Town 
Arts (pouncil and sent a force
ful memorandum to the British 
actors’ trade union. Equity, 
supporting the call for a boy
cott of all South African tours 
unless shows are given only to 
integrated audiences.

If Equity passes such a reso
lution at its annual conference 
in July, its members will be 
bound by the new conditions, 
and will be unable to come to 
South Africa unless they ap
pear before non-racial audi
ences only.

The loss to South Africa in 
the cultural field if such a deci

sion is taken will be great—for 
Whites (most Non-Whites have 
been unable to attend the few 
segregated shows given by 
visiting artists anyway). And 
the financial loss to our thea
tre magnates and impressarios 
will run into thousands of 
pounds, perhaps forcing them 
in their turn to ask the local 
authorities and the Govern
ment to change the existing 
segregation regulations.

FOOTNOTE: The South
African Indian Congress re
cently issued a statement 
‘deeply regretting’ the fact that 
British-born Dame Flora Rob
son had not taken a firm stand 
on race discrimination in the 
South African theatre, and had 
agreed to perform to white au
diences only in “The Corn is 
Green.”

Charge No. Charged Convicted Acquitt
Incitement ............................... 33 1 32
Carrying on activities of banned 
organisation ...................... 13 1 12
Intimidation ............ 5 2 3
Public Violence or assaulting police 30 1 29
Being in possession of gunpowder 2 — 2

Total 83 5 78

Many of the people arrested for 
the above offences spent 12 days in 
jail without bail or trial under the 
no-bail law. Some of them were not 
even committed for trial at the end 
of the detention period as charges 
against them were withdrawn.

The case of Mr. Archie Sibeko, 
who was freed on his first appear
ance in court after spending \1 days

UP M Y A L L E Y
VV^E have just received the 
* *  following advertising hand

out from the Pampoen-onder-die- 
bos Fashion Centre.

•  GREAT SALE NOW ON!
Latest costumes for would-be 
saboteurs specially designed by 
experts. Visit our Cloak and 
Dagger department. We recom
mend our black hats and capes, 
air-conditioned for summer 
work, and we have a limited 
number of fur-lined capes for 
the winter nights. They will 
keep you cosy.
See our underground-wear de

partment. South African Founda
tion garments with secret pockets 
complete with information by 
Frankie. You s h o u l d  be 
WARING them today.

#  For juvenile saboteurs we 
offer a wide range of pea

shooters,, ray-guns, catapults and 
a special chemistry outfit com
plete with french chalk and plastic 
bottles.

#  PS We regret that all paint- 
sprayers have been bought up by 
the Public Works Department.

★
T SEE that a South African golf 
* team has left for Tokyo.

#  Honorary Japanese?
★

A LETTER in the magazine 
“Topic" tells this American 

short-circuit from Cape Carnave- 
ral:

#  To a question how long it 
would take to put a man on the 
moon, came the reply: Five days 
—three for the journey and two 
to get through the Russian 
customs.

ALEX LA GUMA.

committed for trial in the Supreme 
Court, the rest had the charges 
against them withdrawn during the 
preparatory examination stage.

The evidence agaiast the 8 who 
were committed for trial was so 
weak that the judge expressed regret 
that the case had been brought be
fore the court in the first place.

LOST JOBS
Some of the people charged with 

political offences lost their jobs, 
whether or not they had been found 
guilty, as some of the bosses were 
unsympathetic towards people 
alleged to be “agitators.”

Mr. F. Nninzi, after being de
tained for a week-end and charged 
with incitement, was told by his 
boss: “We do not employ agitators 
here,” and expielled.

ENDORSED OUT
Whether they are proved guilty or 

not, people charged with political 
offences run the risk of forfeiting 
their right to be in Cape Town. If 
they are endorsed out, th ^  often 
have no home anywhere in South 
Africa.

The Bantu Commissioners are re
luctant to issue rail warrants to 
them. In the case of one man who 
was expelled from the Cape area 
after serving a 2 year jail sentence, 
an official said, “He walked here, 
and he can walk home again.”

Those who are sent back to the 
Transkei are left at the mercy of 
the tyrannical Verwoerd chiefs who 
have been given the green light by 
the state of emergency existing there 
to hit hard at people they suspect 
of being ‘agitators.’

Will S.A. Become Another Algeria?

BRITISH CAMPAIGN TO 
IMPOSE SANCTIONS

LONDON.
^O U TH  Africa could turn into 

another Algeria unless the 
rest of the world took action, 
declared Mrs. Barbara Castle, 
Labour M.P. and President of 
the Anti-Apartheid Movement, 
launching a campaign to de
mand that the British Govern
ment impose sanctions and an 
immediate arms embargo on 
South Africa.

APPEAL

Over 40 prominent people, in
cluding trade union leaders, profes
sors, Church leaders, writers and 
artists have already signed an 
appeal to fhe British Government to 
take action as “the only means of 
averting a racial war.”

Among the signatories are The 
Bishops of Woolwich and South
wark, Earl Russell, Constance Cum
mings. Doris Lessing, Vicky, Vera 
Brittain, Professor Max Gluckman^ 
Professor Lancelot Hogben, Frankie 
Vaughan Angus Wilson and John 
Osborne.

On Sunday June 3 the Movement 
will hold a mass rally in Trafalgar 
Square and this week there is to be 
an all-party meeting of M.P.s m 
tne House of Commons,

Later in June a private conference 
will be held to which political 
leaders, economists, trade unionists 
and others will be invited to con
sider the detailed economic and 
polical problems raised by the ques
tion of sanctions.

Mrs. Castle said that South Africa 
was this year spending £60 million 
on defence—nearly three times the 
1960 figure— and was increasing her 
army from 20,000 to 60,000 men,

“All this is causing increasing 
alarm among African organisations. 
They feel the African peoples must 
prepare for the worst,” said Mrs. 
Castle.

Action by Britain as part of an 
international campaign could be of 
a most dramatic kind, since South 
Africa sends to this country one- 
third of her total exports.

“This should be done to prevent 
a bloodbath and the murder of help
less African people,” she said.

TRADE UNIONISTS
Mr. Moses Mabhida, vice-presi

dent of the South African Congress 
of Trade Unions, said that trade 
unionists were alarmed because they 
knew the workers would be the first 
to suffer from the arms build-up.

A bloodbath in which both black 
and white would die was possible 
but could be averted if the world 
was prepared to do something about 
it, he said.

British Protest At 
Sentence On Mosiane

LONDON.
The Anti-Apartheid Move

ment has launched a campaign 
of protest against the savage 
prison sentences meted out to 
trade unionist Jack Mosiane 
and other leaders in Basutoland 
recently.

Mosiane and Samuel Mape- 
tla were sentenced to 10 years 
hard labour, and 12 others, in
cluding the chairman of the 
Maseru District Council, the 
BCP Youth League President 
and three women, to a total of 
69 years imprisonment. The 
case arose out of the riots in 
Maseru last year following the 
attempt to deport youth leader 
Mohau Mokitimi.

The Anti-Apartheid Move
ment has written to the Colo
nial Secretary asking him to 
receive a joint deputation from 
itself and the Movement for 
Colonial Freedom as soon as 
possible.
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