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1. Letter from Miss A.H. Smith dated 16 August 1966 in 
response to request that she read the Paper on Soweto. 
In this letter she supplies further information and 
suggests alterations and corrections to the Paper.
It was the response one hoped for from a person of 
her knowledge and authority.

2. Letter from Miss A.H. Smith dated 22 July 1966 giving 
information regarding the early Native Areas and 
suggesting early maps.

3. Information from Miss Sinclair of the Municipal 
Reference Library giving information extracted from 
the Chamfer of Mines Annual Reports. This information 
related to the production of gold in 1898, 1899, 1900, 
1901, 1904.

4. Letter from F.K. Stubbs of Witwatersrand Native Labour 
Association Ltd to Mr. C.B. Anderson dated 17 August 
1966 giving statistics of Natives and Chinese employed 
on the Mines in 1899 to 1909.
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Miss A.H. Smith.

16th August, 1966.

Councillor P.R.B. Lewis,
607 Union Castle Building,
Loveday Street,
jommiBSBURS. ‘ * £ 0  • -

Dear Councillor,

I have read your paper, "A ’City* within a 
the creation of Soweto" with the greatest interest, and I 
the audience will find it absorbing.

I have taken the liberty of making some pencil 
notes on the script you submitted - mostly of an editorial nature, 
but generally speaking there is very little I have to suggest, as 
I think you have done an excellent job.

Your suggestion about an appendix giving statistics 
is a good one, and perhaps you can avoid a little repetition 
e.g. the appointment of Mr. Graham Ballenden which occurs a number 
of times (e.g. paragraph 7, 3l). The figures I have entered in 
paragraph 22 are from the Annual Report of the Native Affairs 
Department for the year ended 30 June 1930. Are they what you 
wanted?

Paragraph 25. Is Public Health Department the correct name at the 
time?

Paragraph 27. Health Department. Is this correct?

Could 36 and 37 be combined? To me the opening sentence of 37 
is too condensed. As I see it your meaning is that there was the 
danger to health and also the possibility of violence. As you are 
speaking about the City would it perhaps be wiser to omit public 
land and any mention of Alexandra?

50. In 1952 differential incomes, I presume for the various 
Non-European groups. Should this be stated?
Is it National Housing Commission and National Housing 
and Planning Commission (see 51)? Should both be used?

51. The last line should read (i think) "done, and thus the 
Council’s legal rights disappeared".

52. Have you an exact date or can one say "during the ’fifties"?

53» line 4 "trades"?
60. I do not know the number.

61. Could the sentences starting line 6 from the foot read:
"Trained carpenters, plumbers and bricklayers from the 
Council’s Vocational Training Centre formed the nucleus 
of the staff from which teams of workers were organised"?
Mr. Goodman gave me the figure for the last line.

/ - 2-

Die brief sal in die ander amptelike taal aan u gestuur word indien u dit binne sewe dae na die briefdatum hierbo skriftelik versoek.
If desired, a similar letter in the other official language will be sent to you on your written request made within 7 days of the date of thi9 letter.
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Councillor P.R.B. Lewis. 16th August’ 1566•

65* Mr. Goodman supplied the date.

67. The last sentence may be used to say that the Bantu are
paid starvation wages. Should "with the use of Bantu labour" 
be omitted? You are concerned here with the cost of 
houses and not wages. Also 68. Some of the figures in 
these two paragraphs could perhaps go in an appendix.

90. Is the "36 miles" of stormwater drains excluded from the
charge on the Bantu Services Levy? If so, I suggest "but" not 
"and a total"...

92. The "this activity" on p.24 is a little ambiguous. I suggest 
"to mechanise the cleansing services".

93* Omit "as an item of interest".
Last line: "corresponding decrease" I suggest "with a marked 
decrease in personnel".

96. As far as I know Mr. Mentz became Deputy Minister in 1959.
Please check 1958.
Line 6. I presume it is "on a white background"?

100. You yourself questioned friction between the Government and
the City. My own feeling is if relations are good at present, 
to mention friction once only.
Line 8 from end of paragraph. I am unsure of the meaning of 
"but tenants at Alexandra too".
I have no figure for the number of houses built.

Pages 31-33

Figures could be tabulated in an Appendix, I suggest. Under 115 
would the first and last figures given in the last three lines 
be sufficient in the address as spoken?

Paragraph 116.

I suggest words only e.g. Government loans, Loans from Bantu 
Services Levy Fund, etc., giving the total only, and the 
details again in an appendix to which you could refer.

117. The table as an appendix, I think.

120. Line 3 from foot. The missing word please.

p.41. Third paragraph (end of 137). May I suggest that you stop 
after "spare time" and then go on to "During the I960"... 
to end?

149. Line 3 from foot. "With the sweep of his pen" sounds less 
usual to me than "With a stroke of his pen".
Line 2 from the foot. I suggest "or he can, by lack of 
consideration damn him to a life of penury and stateleesnas".

152. Is the suggestion that each Superintendent has 560 Bantu
graded staff? I presume the salary figures are the latest, 
but there have been changes, and I am not sure.

156. Line 12 from end. Perhaps it will be clearer if the Manager*s 
full title is given here.
Line 2 from end. I suggest full titles for officials.

158. I am uncertain about "vested with quite far reaching statutory 
powers". Can one say "granted quite far reaching"...?

/ - 3-
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Councillor P.R.B. Lewis. 16th August, 1966

158. Line 4 from foot. Sive U.B.C. in full.
162. Line 6. Write C.C. in full.

165. To me there appear to be two objectives. I do not know if 
you will agree with my suggestions as marked on p.49.

166 and 167* To cut down, omit the repetition, I think.

p.50. Do you mean Matabele or Ndebele from Rhodesia? I am on 
uncertain ground here!
Are you using past tenses because "foreigners" may no longer 
come?

168. Line 2 from foot, "and the better living conditions in 
general"? Is this what you mean?

169. Line 2 from end. I suggest "World War II".

179* Line 2 from end. Omit "what are the results". I think
"What brew"... is stronger by itself.

180. My suggestion is to put 181 before 180.

182. Line 12. Can one still speak of Polly Street? Would not
the name of the Centre be more in accordance with the present 
position?

In conclusion, I have but one point to make. Can you anywhere 
suggest that man soon finds that he cannot live by bread alone 
and that the many amenities provided by the Council - concerts^ 1 
.film shows, sporting events, libraries, books in hospitals - are / 
filling a very real need. Sanitary and health services as well 
as housing and roads come high on the list of necessities, but 
amenities become essential as soon as a person has enough to eat 
and a roof over his head.

When you first spoke to me, you said you had too much for 
the time at your disposal. I agree with you that it is very difficult 
to cut much, and I suggest that if you can get ten extra minutes 
or so, it will be better than mutilating a very fine piece of work.

I hope you have had the early picture of the Brickfields.
I regret that we have nothing of Shantytown.

Yours sincerely,

(Miss) A.H. SMITH.
CITY LIBRARIAN

AHS/lAP
Enel.
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Miss A.H. Smith.
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22nd July, 1966.

Councillor P.R.B. Lewis, 
City Hall,
JOHANNESBURG.

Dear Councillor,
EARLY NATIVE AREAS

Your request about early Johannesburg Native areas I take 
to refer to the period before 1900, and the following information, slight 
as it is, is offered to you for what it is worth.

The names "Kaffir Location" and "Coolie Location" appear 
on the Plan of Johannesburg by Tompkins dated September 1890 in the area 
south and south-west of the present-day Braamfontein railway station. On 
Pritchard's Commercial Map of Johannesburg dated 1896 a much larger area 
in this neighbourhood is marked just "Location". Grocott and Sherry's 
Plan of Johannesburg and Suburbs of 1898 shows "Native Location" more or 
less on the site of Pageview; also "Kafir [sic] Location" situated between 
the railway and the "Coolie Location", which is also marked. The Mining 
Commissioner in 1896 mentioned a "Malay Location" also in this area, but 
it does not appear on Grocott and Sherry's Plan.

ify own impression is that the peoples who inhabited these 
areas were not just those designated by the names, and that Natives, Indians, 
Coloureds and even poor whites were intermingled. This is, I think, borne 
out by the fact that when plague broke out in the Coolie Location on 
19 March 1904, the inhabitants were sent to a segregation camp at Klipspruit 
(the later Pimville).

Under the Gold Law there seems to have been no reason why 
a white standholder on proclaimed ground could not let his stand to a non-white, 
and so except in the townships where restrictive clauses were written into 
the conditions of sale, non-whites could in the early days live in various 
parts of the town. One area not yet mentioned was the so-called Brickfields, 
partly incorporated in Newtown at a later date, where there was a very mixed 
population.

You may find it worth your while (if you have not already 
done so) to look at the Transvaal Asiatic Land Tenure Act Commission Report 
(U.G. 7-1934) which gives some history, although the emphasis is on the 
Asiatic. It is available in the Reference Library (Bl. Bk. 333.09682).
Another official publication including much historical matter is the 
Report of the Johannesburg Insanitary Area Improvement Scheme Commission. 
1902-1903 (Reference Library Bd.Bl.Bk. 614.096822 Tra).

If this is not the sort of thing you require, please let 
me know, and I will do my best to assist, but to my knowledge there is not 
very much with a Johannesburg background of this early period.

Yours sincerely,

v (Miss) A.H. SMITH. "
AHS/lAP V 1 CITY LIBRARIAN.

Die brief sal in die ander amptelike taal aan u gestuur word indien u dit binne sewc dae na die briefdatum hierbo skriftelik versoek.
If desired, a similar letter in the other official language will be sent to you on your Written request made within 7 days of the date of this letter.
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W I T W A T E R S R A N D  N A T I V E  L A B O U R  A S S O C I A T I O N ,  LT9

O' C H A M B E R  O F  M I N E S '  B U I L D I N G

«■
J O H A N N E S B U R G

17th August, 1966

Mr. C.B. Anderson,
Union Corporation Limited,

Union Corporation Building, 
74-78 Marshall Street, 

JOHANNESBURG.

Dear Mr. Anderson,
In August 1899 before the outbreak of the 

South African War, 111,697 Natives were working on the 
Witwatersrand gold mines. In July 1903 the number of 
Natives employed was 55»507.

The importation of Chinese labour commenced in 1904 
under the provisions of the Labour Importation Ordinance 
promulgated in that year. By 31st December 1904 there 
were 20,918 Chinese on the mines.

The number of Chinese employed on the gold mines 
reached a maximum of 57.828 in 1907. The Labour Impor
tation Ordinance was repealed in that year and, as a 
result, the Chinese had to be sent home at the end of 
their contracts. The repatriation of the Chinese had 
virtually been compJe ted by the end of 1909.

By 31st December 1909, the number of Natives em
ployed on the gold mines had increased to 154,071.

I trust these details will provide you with the information you require.

Yours sincerely

(F.K. Stubbs.)
/FMS.



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Collection Number: A1132  
Collection Name:    Patrick LEWIS Papers, 1949-1987 
 

 
PUBLISHER: 
 
Publisher: Historical Papers Research Archive, University of the Witwatersrand, Johannesburg, South Africa 
Location: Johannesburg 
©2016 

 
 
LEGAL NOTICES: 

 
Copyright Notice: All materials on the Historical Papers website are protected by South African copyright law and 
may not be reproduced, distributed, transmitted, displayed, or otherwise published in any format, without the prior 
written permission of the copyright owner. 
 
Disclaimer and Terms of Use: Provided that you maintain all copyright and other notices contained therein, you 
may download material (one machine readable copy and one print copy per page) for your personal and/or 
educational non-commercial use only. 
 
This collection forms part of a collection, held at the Historical Papers Research Archive, University of the 
Witwatersrand, Johannesburg, South Africa. 

   
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


