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SOVIET DOING  
CHRISTIAN WORK

—Methodist Past-President
“T  HAVE come back with a strengthened belief that every Christian 

-*■ should whole-heartedly support a very great deal of what in 
fact Russia is doing,” Dr. Donald Soper, immediate past-president 
of the Methodist Conference, told a Press conference on his return 
from his recent visit to the Soviet Union. He was accompanied by 
Canon C. E. Raven, warden of Madingley Hall, Cambridge, and 
other religious leaders.

Brakpan Boycott Beats 
Bus-owners, Beerhalls

"OESIDENTS of the Brakpan Location have won important vic- 
tories over the Municipality as a result of their struggle against 

the rent increases. The struggle developed into a demand for the 
satisfaction of grievances relating to the bus services and liquor 
permits.
When the new rentals were intro

duced the location decided not to 
pay the increases. The authorities 
tried to put the screw on the people 
by refusing to renew the liquor per
mits of those who resisted the 
higher rentals.

Determined that they would not 
submit to this blow below the belt, 
the residents decided to boycott the 
location beer hall.

Faced with united opposition, 
the Municipality gave ground and 
agreed to issue permits regardless 
of whether rentals were paid or 
not.
Commenting on the successful 

link-up between the anti-rent in
crease and anti-liquor permit cam
paigns, Mr. S. Khosolo, chairman 
of the Brakpan branch of A.N.C., 
said—“The Brakpan boycott shows 
once again that the question of un
just rentals cannot be isolated from 
other issues affecting the people.”

BUS BOYCOTT
The residents now decided that 

the time was ripe to use their boy
cott to settle a long-standing griev
ance—the exclusive employment of 
Europeans as bus drivers and the 
inadequate bus route. A boycott of 
the buses was inaugurated.

Such was the militant mood of 
the people that the bus owners 
beat a hasty retreat and gave way 
to the popular demands. The 
route was extended to the ter
minus and Africans are now ac
cepted as drivers.
These successes have not made 

the residents complacent, and boy
cotts of the new rentals and the 
beer hall continue unabiated.

Africa against the reactionary 
Nationalist Government.

‘T have no doubt that if the 
whole country takes up the ques
tion of increased rentals and uses 
the boycott weapon they would 
achieve similar success. This is all 
the more important since we have 
been given to understand that the 
Government is preparing to re
introduce the legislation which was 
upset by the Supreme Court”

Target—8 Pages By 
Next Month

No other newspaper in South 
Africa will bring you full news of 
what is happening at historic meet
ings such as the present conference 
of the A.N.C. No other newspaper 
will bring you the penetrating 
analyses of the South African situ
ation written by South Africa’s 
leading thinkers, exemplified by the 
A.N.C. report printed this week.

No other newspaper brings you a 
constant message of hope and con
fidence for a free South Africa. 
New Age is essential to you.

But New Age is also dependent 
on you. We cannot exist without 
your financal support.

Send a donation to-day and en
sure that we become an eight-pager 
in January.

BOPAPE INTERVIEWED
In an interview with New Age 

Mr. D. W. Bopape, banned pro
vincial secretary of the Transvaal 
A.N.C. and a former member of the 
Brakpan Location Advisory Board, 
said—“The Brakpan people are to 
be congratulated for the manner in 
which they used the boycott method 
peacefully to achieve their objectives 
and the redress of grievances they 
have had against the Municipality 
for a long time.

“These grievances are, however, 
not isolated from the general griev
ances of the African people in South

Eighth Week of 
Bus Boycott

The boycott of the bus service 
between Kliptown and Johannes
burg in protest against increased 
fares is entering its eighth week.

At the beginning of the month the 
bus company tried to induce the 
residents to call off the boycott in 
return for decreased fares during 
the week.

The residents have, however, de
clared that they insist on the total 
abolition of the increased fares both 
during the week and on Saturdays 
and Sundays.

Proof of the success of the Klip
town boycott is shown in the deci
sion of the owners of the Evaton 
Bus Service not to introduce the in
creased fares which were granted 
them by the Transportation Board.

Earlier Dr. Soper had said that 
“the idea that the Russian people 
are a sullen, discontented lot, who 
whisper their hopes of a counter
revolution in dark corners, is just 
comic opera.

“I feel,” he said, “that the regime 
is at the moment in a very real sense 
a people’s movement. There is a 
very close relationship between the 
people and their leaders.”

The people, he went on, “feel 
that their leaders are their friends.”

FIVE WAYS
Dr. Soper claimed that the Rus

sian people had no method of com
paring their conditions with those 
of the outside world, but;

“What they do know is that 
things are getting steadily better 
every year. That is beyond doubt.”

He listed five ways in which he 
thought the Soviet State “is doing 
Christian work.”

These were; “The care of chil
dren, social justice between worker 
and worker; refusal to permit ex
ploitation based on wealth; the pro
vision of pensions and the tremen
dous sense of vocational work.” 

'^he Methodist leader said he 
held to his view that he would 
rather face Communism in England 
than face a third world war.

If the Russians invaded England 
he would oppose Communism by 
Christian methods, but he had seen 
“not a bit of evidence that the Rus
sians are going to invade us.”

He described 'how, whenever he 
had spoken of peace in churches in 
Moscow and Leningrad, people in 
the congregation had risen to their 
feet to cry “Thank you.”

Prominent Citizens 
Attack “Inhuman Measures”

CAPE TOWN.
“TjpHE freedom of the Press is a matter of such importance in a healthy 

democracy that those who wish to see democracy grow in South 
Africa must protest against any inroad upon it, and above all its infringe
ment under the autocratic discretion of an administrative officer,” reads a 
letter from P'-ofessor B. Beinart, chairman of the Cape Town Civil Rights 
League, to the “Cape Times” last week. *

Professor Beinart declares that 
since the banning of the newspaper 
Advance, his organisation has waited 
in vain for some considered com
ment from a responsible newspaper.

Professor Beinart states further 
that while the banning action might 
well be within the provisions of the 
Suppression of Communism Act, 
“the legislation itself is deplorable 
in principle, and all who believe in 
freedom must work for its revision.

A number of well-known citizens 
have written to the “Cape Times” 
and the “Natal Witness” restating 
their belief in the fundamental 
rights of m''n and protesting, in 
particular, against the banning orders 
against individuals.

Signatories to the letter include 
Professor E. B’̂ ookes, Prof. G. Dur- 
rant. Dr. A. M. Keppel Jones, Prof.

Leo Kuper, Dr. Mabel Palmer, Mr. 
Paul Sykes Mr. Alan Paton, Mrs. 
Bertha Mkize and Senator L. Rubin.

THE DANGER
They state; “It is important that 

all men should know that the 
Riotous Assemblies Act has been 
used against persons who have 
always preached non-violence, and 
that the Suppression of Communism 
Act has been used against persons 
who were never members of the 
Communist Party, and others who 
have for years rejected Communism. 
But apart from that, we protest 
against the use of these inhuman 
measures against any person.

“Further, we point out the danger 
that these Acts will be applied 
against anyone who courageously 
attacks the double standard of 
morality implicit in apartheid.”

H0JH€Y want my

THE PEOPLE WOULD PREFER LUTHULI’S PRESENTS

THEY FILL THE JAILS
CAPE TOWN.

A TOTAL of 389,372 'Africans were arrested and prosecuted during 1953 for offences
: ___ _ £  o ________________________ A  £ _ • _________j : _________ ; __ ___________ i  n c ' iarising solely out of South Africa’s discriminatory and oppressive legislation, the 1953 

annual report of the Commissioner of the S.A. Police, which has just been published, 
reveals.

This figure is just over 45,000 more than the total for the pre
vious year, and includes prosecutions for contraventions of curfew 
regulations, registration and production of documents by Africans  ̂
Urban Areas Act; locatloh, tkission station and Reserve regulations, 
the Native Taxation and Development Act, Pass Laws, Master and 
Servants Act and the Native Labour Regulations Act.
While there was a decrease of 

arrests under the Pass Laws iaj)d 
registration and production of dpeu- 
ments regulations for the year 
1953 and as compared with 1952, 
when the Defiance Campaign was 
at its height, there was an increase 
of over 6,000 for offences under 
the Urban Areas Act,

ProsecuUqns for contravention 
of location. Reserve and mission 
station regulations increased ‘ by 
14,518 over the previous year, 
whilst the increase of prosecutions 
under the Native Taxation and 
Development Act was over 28,000.

These figures show clearly the 
steady ioAensfification and hard
ening in the application of ,South 
Africa’s racialist and oppressive 
legislation.
In addition, in the year 1953, 

there were* also 182,848 prosecu
tions for illegal possession of 
“Native liquor”'—an increase of 
over 18,000 over the previous year.

Coming to legislation directly 
aimed against the democratic 
movement in South Africa, there 
were 13 cases under the Suppres
sion of Communism Act in 1953,

involving 34 persons. Of these, 
12 were convicted.

NON-EUROPEAN POLICE
The Commissioner’s report also 

reveals how the police are used 
against the people in their struggle 
for freedom. Thus he states, un
der the heading “Reorganisation”, 
that as a result of the “passive 
resistance movement” the Non- 
European police force was in
creased.

“It was also found that owing 
to the continuous undermining 
communistic activities, it was 
very desirable that the command, 
control and supervision of Non- 
European locations, in so far as 
police matters are concerned, 
should at all costs be confined 
to the direct authority of senior 
policemen.”

Against the 
Raised Rents
A meeting was called by thb 

Johannesburg Anti-R'ent Com
mittee last week to mobilise 
locations on the Rand against 
the impending re-imposition of 
the increases.

The whole of the Reef, from 
Springs to Randfontein, was re
presented. In addition to repre
sentatives of the A.N.C., mem
bers of church organisations, 
women’s organisations and 
local Advisory Boards were 
present.

. A decision was taken to re
place the Johannesburg Com
mittee with a broader commit
tee representing the Witwaters- 
rand—a first step towards or
ganising province-wide opposi
tion.

“If we all fight this struggle 
we can win it,” said the chair
man of the Johannesburg Anti- 
Rent Committee, Mr. P. M. 
Lengene.

The address of the new com
mittee is Box 7323, Johannes
burg.

EAST LONDON.
WALLACE M. YEKO, secretary of the East London African 

National Congress Youth League, and Mr. Temba Siwundla, A.N.C. 
official, were each sentenced before a crowded court to one month’s hard 
labour with the option of a fine of £10, when they were found guilty of 

’̂ lea'ding a procession through the streets of East London location, without 
having obtained permission to do so.

Guilty of Leading Procession

Two African policemen, giving 
evidence, said they heard singing 
and saw a number of people follow
ing one another in procession, with 
Yeko and Siwundla in the lead. 
The policemen estimated the crowd 
at more than ten and less than 20. 
and said Yeko and Siwundla carried 
a megaphone and sang songs of the 
African National Congress.

An appeal has been noted against 
the sentence.

FOR THE FIRST TIME in its
history, the South African Clothing 
Workers’ Union this year succeeded 
in having African male workers in
cluded in an Industrial Council 
Agreement with improved wages and 
a 40-hour working week, Mr. G. 
Makabeni, secretary, states in a 
New Year message to union mem
bers.

Mr. Makabeni reminds members 
that when they return from holi
day they will have to strive for even 
further improvements.

PROGRESSIVES WIN
Candidates standing on an 

Anti-Rent Increase platform 
won sweeping victories in all 
the Johannesburg Advisory 
Board elections held this 
week.

The highest poll in history 
was recorded at Orlando, 
where John Mpanza, who has 
led the Advisory Board poll 
since 1943, suffered a crushing 
defeat at the hands of the 
Anti-Rents chairman, G. G. 
Xorile, who headed the ticket, 
defeating Mpanza by 4,398 
votes to 941.

In Western Native Town
ship popular A.N.C. execu
tive memibeK Q. Vundla, 
topped the poll in a smashing 
victory for the Anti-Rent 
ticket.

Last week we published the first section of the report to the 42nd annual confer
ence of the African National Congress, held in Durban last week, dealing with the 
political review of the situation in South Africa, and Africa and World Peace.

Here is the next section on the GENERAL ACTIVITIES OF THE A.N.C. 
DURING THE PAST YEAR.

A.N.C. REPORT PROPOSES DRASTIC 
ORGANISATIONAL REFORMS

A FTER describing the decision 
to convene the Congress of 

the People as “the most important 
resolution of the 1953 Confer
ence,” the report goes on to con
sider the “Resist Apartheid Cam
paign” and trade union activities;

We fully support the decision of 
the Non-European Trade Union 
Council with 14 other trade 
unions who have refused to be 
parties to the apartheid measures 
of Schoeman. We acclaim their 
decision to form a National Coun
cil representing the workers of 
South Africa.

ECONOMIC BOYCOTT
The application of the economic 

boycott by the Cape Province was 
successfully carried out and care
fully handled in such a manner 
that it can serve as a model in 
the use of this weapon by other 
provinces. The active centre of 
operation was the Eastern Cai>e, 
where a number of firms were 
forced to negotiate with the Afri
can National Congress branches.

In giving directives to the pro
vinces the National Executives em
phasise the need for great care in 
the use of the boycott weapon.

There is now a boycott cam
paign on throughout the country of 
the United Tobacco Company Pro
ducts arising from the dismissal of 
364 African tobacco workers in 
Durban.

The boycott is not only carried 
on by the African National Con
gress but a decision of the other 
three national organisations and a 
number of trade unions, including 
the Non-European Council.

ACTIVITIES OF NATIONAL 
OFFICIALS

It was significant that the Tran- 
skei should have been visited by 
the four leading officials of the 
A.N.C. This vast territory is the 
largest single unit occupied by the 
African peasants, and has not been 
properly tackled by the African 
National Congress in the past.

By far the most important visit 
of the year was that of the Presi
dent-General to the Western Areas 
of Johannesburg, which is threat
ened with forcible removal by Dr. 
Verwoerd. On his arrival on 10th 
July at Jan Smuts Airport he was 
served with banning orders, one 
of which prohibited him from at
tending public gatherings as from 
the time he received the order. 
Nevertheless, close to 10,000 
people assembled at Sophiatown 
on 11th July to meet the people’s 
leader.

Referring to the Government 
banning and denortation orders, 
the National Executive recom
mends that the exiled, arrested and 
banned leaders continue to be re
garded as leaders provided that at 
any conference a vote of confi
dence is passed on each and every 
one, so that those whose activi
ties are considered to be to the 
detriment of the organisation do 
not hide behind the bans.

ORGANISATIONAL SHORT
COMINGS

After detailed criticism of the 
organisational shortcomings of the 
A.N.C., and a decline in member
ship, the report poses the question 
—Is the fall in membership due to 
lack of interest by Africans in the 
cause for which the Congress 
stands or are they now afraid? 

The answer is clear.
The Africans are still very 

much interested in the struggle 
for freedom and equality, and 
they are still as militant and

courageous as ever. That this is 
so no one will deny. But if this 
is the case, what then is wrong? 
The reason for the drop may be 
found in a variety of causes, 
some of these being:—
(a) Lack of proper supervision 

and direction by the provincial 
committees.

(b) No properly defined condi
tions of membership.

(c) Lack of political education 
and training for members.

(d) Huge and unwieldy branch 
membership.

(e) The fact that members are 
only financially valuable once a 
year.

(g) Lack of interest in each in
dividual member and his disregard 
as an asset by the (Congress gov
erning and responsible units.

(h) A feeling in members of 
impotence and helplessness en
gendered by inactivity and non
participation in the strivings and 
undertakings of the organisation.

Some of our provincial com
mittees show bad supervision and 
administration. This is largely due 
to lack of organisational experi
ence and political under-develop
ment. Members of provincial com
mittees sometimes do not work as 
a team and have failed to direct 
and regularly check up the work 
and activities of branches under 
the area of their jurisdiction.

When they join Congress mem
bers are not given any defined or 
specific duties which may be re
garded as conditions of member
ship. Apart from paying 2s. 6d. 
a year as membership subscription, 
therefore, they feel no further 
obligation to the organisation.

Members should be given 
political education and made to 
understand that they are the 
Congress; that they have to fight 
for their freedom and emanci- 
nation; that they are responsible 
for the success, failure and 
growth of the Congress, and 
that they have to finance its 
every activity and to obey and 
carry out the instructions and 
directives of their governing 
bodies.
Branch committees cannot be ex

pected to look properly after a 
large membership of between 500 
and 1,000. It is obvious branches 
have no apparatus to cone with 
such big numbers of individuals. 
This difficulty is further compli
cated by the fact that members are 
only financially valuable once a 
year. Consequently there is an in
cessant urge for more and more 
new members, who also get for
gotten as soon as they- have paid 
their 2s. 6d. subscriptions. Branch 
membership should be limited in 
size to something like 40 to 50 or. 
better still, to the constitutional 
rt'^sition of 20 to 25 members. 
W'^h low nolitical development, 
officials of these unwieldv 
branches tend to become conceited 
and to regard themselves as chiefs 
and bosses and not as servants, 
which they are. There is "some 
virtue in numerous small branches 
which are united under some 
regional controlling committee. 
They stimulate a snirit of compe
tition. which is healthy and neces
sary for development and growth.

To stop the decline and fluctua
tion in membershio. then we must 
remove the conditions that are 
resDonsible for the decline and 
fluctuation. Conference must be 
bold enough and take the neces
sary and appropriate measures. 

With regard to the two points 
raised earlier, namely;—

(a) The growing oppression 
since the coming into power of 
the Nationalists in 1948, and

(b) The position of the African 
National Congress under condi
tions of fully-fledged police state 
in which we live, it is quite clear 
Congress cannot survive unless it 
changes its present organisational 
structure. If it is not yet clear ib 
should be made abundantly clear 
to all concerned that the Nation
alists are determined and mean to 
deprive us of and deny us the 
elementary human rights of free
dom of speech, freedom of assem
bly, freedom of organisation and 
freedom of movement. Their aim 
is to divide the Africans further 
and to prevent us from ever 
uniting.

With that aim in view, they are 
busy at destroying our national 
organisation and our trade unions 
by banning and deporting leaders 
of these organisations and by pro
hibiting public meetings and in
timidating and terrorising both the 
speakers and the audience. In all 
matters affecting Africans to-day 
the police have a final say and the 
power of veto. No local ^ thority  
and no location superintendent 
would dare to hire out a public 
place without the consent of the 
police.

To be able to meet these 
stringent and hostile conditions, 
-therefore, the Congress' niust be 
placed on an entirely new or
ganisational footing. Congress 
leaders and activists must recog
nise and accept this basic fact. 
The organisation should be 
highly centralised on the 
national and provincial planes, 
but highly decentralised on the 
branch and membership levels. 
After setting out in detail the 

new organisational structure pro
posed in order to overcome these 
weaknesses, the report concludes 
on the same note of hope and 
confidence which is seen through
out.

Friends, you are all aware that 
Mr. Striidom, the fanatic of the 
Nationalist regime, has replaced

(Concluded on page 4)
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throbbing headaches torture 
you, take Mag-Aspirin at once! 
Feel how gently the nerves are 
calmed, the pain soothed away. 
Mag-Aspirin quickly restores 
sound, health-giving sleep. It 
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welcome relief from headache, 
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LETTER BOX
A Criticism Accepted Our Best Friend

Having admired the high prin
ciples maintained by your paper in 
its fight against the evil polices of 
the Government, I consider the 
foot-note to your cartoon in Vol. 
1, No. 7 in bad taste.

Surely the attack is against 
party policies and the utterances 
of its members rather than 
against personalities.

IAN TAYLOR. 
Three Anchor Bay, Cape.

A number of other readers have 
also criticised this cartoon caption.

New Age is proud to continue the 
fine traditions of the progressive 
Tress of South Africa, which has 
always championed the cause of de
mocracy and freedom—a cause 
whose justice and logic does not re
quire to be bolstered up by per
sonal attacks (no matter how justi
fied such attacks may be) on our 
political opponents.

It is a striking proof of the high 
standard of argument expected of us 
by our readers that this editorial 
lapse should have aroused such an 
immediate response. Mr. Taylor may 
rest assured that there will not be 
a repetition!

We apologise to our readers for 
the lapse. It is, however, not diffi
cult to find evidence which justifies 
the use of harsh words about Mr. 
Strijdom, described by Time (Dec. 
13) as “a man witii the racist prin
ciples of Adolf Hitler and some of 
the Nazi leader’s demagogic 
frenzy.”

Time adds—An ardent admiirer 
of Hitler, he did not have to bor
row Nazi racist ideas; he already 
had them. In 1941 he proclaimed 
—“One of the cornerstones of the 
British Empire is equal rights for 
everybody irrespective of colour or 
smell. The other cornerstone is 
British-Jewish capitalism.” Later he 
amplified his remarks to denounce 
“the detestable British-Jewish and 
liberal democratic system which we 
have in our country to-day.”

Editor.

OPTICIANS
Wolfson and De Wet, F.N.A.O. 
fEng.), Qualified Sight-testing and 
Dispensing Opticians, 4 King 
George Street (between Bree and 
Plein Streets), Johannesburg. Please 

note change of Address. 
Phone 22-3834 

20% Reduction to Africans

EXPERT WATCHMAKERS
Reasonable prices and guaranteed 
workmanship. For Cycles, Watches 
and Jewellery come to Klaffs Cycle 
Works, 82 Harrison Street, Johan
nesburg. New Age readers will re
ceive a special discount on all new 
watches bought. Managed by Issy 
Heyman.

BUY

DEL-MAR
KNITTING

WOOLS

They satisfy the most 
discerning and 

discriminating Buyer

Happiness does not consist of 
the number of friends one has but 
of the kind of friends one has. 
New Age, you are the right friend 
for us! We have been waiting for 
you!

As a scholar, I wish to express 
my deepest gratitude to the maga
zine that brought light to us from 
all corners of the world. New 
Age shows us the better life of 
to-morrow. So let every one of us 
read it Jto help us in our battle 
for freedom.

Long live New Age!
AFRICAN SCHOOLBOY.

Cape Province.
* * *

They Don't Object
The Government is still fight

ing to remove the Western Areas. 
It says the people must be moved 
because they are in European 
areas. But they don’t seem to ob
ject to the African servants who 
live right in their hack-yards!

DUNSTAN KAUNDA.
Kliptown, Tvl.« * *
No Persecutors Survive

We have a new Prime Mini
ster, but the position of the Non- 
European remains the same. We 
must fight for our rights more 
vigorously. The Bible, the Torah 
and Quaran teach us that perse
cutors come and persecutors go— 
but no persecutors survive.

I. S, PATEL.
Germiston.

For Your Xmas Shoes 
Try

The
Grand Shoe Store

358 PINE STREET 

DURBAN

IN CHINA By RUTH FIRST _
(who has returned from a "visit to 

China)

S U I T S !

THACKER R. MEROY
Ladies and Gents Tailor

6 SAVILLE ST., DURBAN

Specialising in:
DRAPES. SUITS
COSTUMES
TUXEDO
TAILS
MANELS
etc.

ALL NATIONS ARE EQUAL
li/TUCH in New China changes 

from day to day and month 
to month—even the map. Every 
now and then additional coloured 
county borders appear, and these 
new territorial markings are the 
signs of the establishment of 
autonomous governments for the 
different national minorities.

On July 10 this year, for ex
ample, an autonomous govern
ment was set up for the Mon
golian nationality in Central 
Sinkiang Province. In all, 63 
autonomous regions and national 
districts, some fairly small but 
others very large, have been set 
up since 1949.

China’s Draft Constitution
says, “All nationalities in China
are united, free and equal in a
big family of nations.”
This was not always so, and the 

Chinese people well understand 
the race divisions and antagonisms 
which are the way of life in our 
country, for they knew these con
ditions in China up to five years 
ago.

China has over 60 different 
national minorities. Seventy per 
cent, of the people are Chinese or 
“Han” people, but the national 
minorities inhabit over half the 
total area of the country, mostly 
in the frontier regions, and they 
number 40 million, or one in 14 
inhabitants of the country.

WERE OPPRESSED
In the past the national minori

ties led a wretched existence. The 
rulers of the Han people pursued 
a policy of overlord supremacy 
towards them. A Government de
cree in the ’40s forbade the Miao 
people from speaking their own 
language or wearing their national 
dress. In Tibetan and Inner Mon
golian schools only the Han lan
guage was used. Pupils were pun
ished for speaking their own lan
guages on the school premises. 
The minority groups were not 
only oppressed, but some were 
even massacred, so they fled to 
more and more inaccessible 
regions. Their economy remained 
at a primitive level, their cultural 
development came to a standstill 
and their populations shrank. Held 
to be inferior, they enjoyed no 
political rights, and family and 
tribal feuds were fanned by those 
who ruled them.

Some of these national groups, 
like our Bushmen, were in danger 
of complete extinction. The Olu- 
chuns in North-east China lost 
three-quarters of their population 
in 14 years’ rule by the Japanese. 
Some groups, like the Chiawa, 
lived up to 1949 by collecting 
roots and herbs and hunting wild 
game. Some of the peoples were 
nomads; the Yi people practised 
agriculture but had slavery right 
up to 1949.

LIFE CHANGED
As life changed for the Han 

majority after the establishment 
of the People’s Government, so it 
did for the national minorities, 
too.

The liberation of Inner Mon
golia, which came earlier, shortly 
after the defeat of Japan, literally 
saved its people from extinction.

For All your Provisions

P E T E R ’ S L O U N G E
125a GREY STREET - - DURBAN

Xmas Nuis, Cakes, Sweets, Chocolates, Novelties 
Toys, Decorations, Fireworks, Paper & Plastic

Hats, Cigars, etc.

When it occurred in Inner Mon
golia the people were starving, 
sick and dressed, some in raw 
sheepskins, others in ragged fur 
jackets, worn fur-side in during 
the winter and the- other way 
round in the summer. Their herds 
were catastrophically reduced and 
famine stalked their land.

To-day Inner Mongolia is a 
large autonomous region, and 
democratic elections have been 
held in nearly 2,000 administra
tive divisions. Members of this 
region’s People’s Representa
tive Conference (the highest 
organ) include herdsmen, shep
herds, workers, traders, villagers, 
teachers, lamas and princes, and 
Mongolians and Hans, too.
Inner Mongolia has twice, as 

much livestock as in 1945, and in 
some districts the number has 
been tripled, even quadrupled. 
There has been a great increase in 
agricultural production. Living 
standards have risen. For example, 
the people’s purchasing power in
creased by 460 per cent, between 
1948 and 1950 alone.

Plague, once a threat to every 
life, has been eliminated, although 
as recently as 1947 13,000 died 
from this disease.

In some areas the infant mor
tality rate was once so high that 
the people used to say, “We see 
only the women become preg
nant, but never die babies, on 
the street.” Now both mothers 
and babies are seen on the 
streets.
The grasslands of this vast 

country are no longer desolate. 
The people’s herds are increasing 
steadily, new cities are already 
being built, industry has come to 
Inner Mongolia, her rich min
erals and her coal are being mined 
and her people have entered a new 
era.

So it is with China’s other 
national minorities. The wooden 
plough has given way to modern 
farm implements, many of them 
presented free to the peasants to 
encourage agricultural production. 
Formerly nomadic tribes have 
settled down to breed livestock. 
Peasants who once worked small 
plots have organised prosperous 
co-operatives. Water conservation 
projects have been started. For 
the first time some of these people 
have begun to use fertilisers in 
their fields and insect pests are 
being fought from the air. Trade 
is flourishing and stock breeding 
improved.

Perhaps most important, the 
relation between the different 
nationalities has changed, and it 
can really be said that the 
nationalities are members of one 
free and friendly multi-racial 
family.

NEW SCHOOLS
Schools have been opened for 

the children of these regions and 
colleges established to train agri
cultural experts, vets.-and econo
mists.

The languages of the national 
minorities have come into their 
own. In Peking a Central Publish
ing House for the languages of the 
national minorities is for the first 
time printing books, magazines 
and newspapers in these languages.

Some of the minorities have 
never had written languages, and 
research teams are now at work 
giving numbers of these peoples a 
written language. Already 14 new 
written languages have been 
created. One thousand members 
of the Yi group, for example, 
have been taught their newly- 
created language, and are the first 
people in their history to be able 
to read and write.

Students of the language re

search institute do not only study 
from afar. Teams who studied the 
Miao language went recently to 
the region of the Miao people to 
practise conversation as part of 
their training. They talked to the 
people, but they also helped to 
bring in the harvest and tend the 
cattle. Folk stories and discussions 
went on long into the night; the 
students became proficient in the 
spoken language, and in this way 
unbreakable bonds of friendship 
between China’s national groups 
are being created.

Cultural groups are collecting 
folk music and dances, and in the 
national minority regions new 
writers are emerging and films are 
beng made of the life of the 
people.

The people have changed; so, 
too, have the names of their cities. 
The capital of Inner Mongolia 
used to be Kuei-sui, meaning 
“You Must Submit to Us.” To-day 
it is again known by its Mongolian 
name, Hu Ho Hao Te, or “Beau
tiful City.”

Life has become beautiful* for 
the people, and China’s age-long 
national problems are being 
solved.

A.N.C. REPORT
(Continued from page 3)

Dr. Malan and displaced Mr. 
Havenga. Thus, the predictions of 
your leaders have once again 
proved true. As we have warned 
you before, we are heading for a 
fully-fledged fascist state not un
like the Hitlerite regime in Ger
many.

The Strijdom - Verwoerd - Swart 
combination is possibly the great
est political misfortune that has 
ever befallen this unhappy land. 
We can now promise you nothing 
but greater hardships, more forced 
labour, bannings and deportations 
on an unprecedented scale, concen
tration camps, a suspension of 
the rule of law and other mani- 
fest.itions of the principle of “gov
ernment by brutal force,” which 
will apply as much to the Non- 
European people as to the non- 
Nationalist European people of 
this country.

There can be no doubt that 
the salvation of the people of 
South Africa to-day lies with the 
mighty strength of the African 
National Congress and its allies 
and in the knowledge that his
tory and the world are on our 
side; and provided we are de
termined to resist fascism and 
increase the pace of our march, 
we must see victory and free
dom within our life-time.

Long Live Our Banned Leaders!
Long Live the Liberatory 

Movement!
Inkululeko Ka Nako Ea Rona!

Mayibuye i Afrika!

DURBAN RACING
First Race—1 JOTTER, 2 African 

Boy. 3 Braemar.
! Second Race — 1 WELCOME 

2 Wavelength, 3 Cornish.
Third Race—1 GRAIN MER

CHANT, 2 Kinza, 3 Golden Rap
ture.

Fourth Race—1 KWEZI, 2 Tiber’s 
Pride. 3 Forgiven.

Fifth Race—1 OLIVE HILL, 2 
Harrud, 3 Bountiful.

Sixth Race—1 WAYFARER, 2 
Medal, 3 Rapscallion.

Seventh Race—1 TENNESSEE, 2 
Wee Off, 3 Torero.

Eighth Race—1 SILVER CHIMES, 
2 King’s Gambit, 3 Elf Land!

Ninth Race—1 SHACKY BOY, 2 
Balkan Lad, 3 True Light.
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