
/  J 2 . .  ^

/Lc V A .  • ^ < C l X  U /  & J  vjcLgs^J^t, ?~^g

tJe ~fjfl-jag.

13 ^Po l̂̂ ~~t-L 'fjl^AXW^yJeJu A^-fJ^j tUxyJlA t)/J jf4"

__________ . . — -  C ^ A x ^ j J r ^ x ^  A J - - ± * J c k J L *  - A ^ v w j C ^  ■__________________________________________________

f - X ^« . I SM.--J> 7̂ ^  ~l~£Ln>o

~^ZL£, <^ gy'fcxYo____ 5 - ^  xW>-^^o<fcVg,-

Art<!£ y^txj^- c- P^r/ I^vtl Cl-A-'fcs

g t  *  £ < x j > c  ! ( S < j Z e k  ( ? ^ a ^ w 4 g c ^ ^ v i  U y y  /  e ^ t c u ^ o  .

y\\JL-d- /1a-cl£/o ^^V^cCT*\-i < ^ i\jA  _________________
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1 October 1990

Dear Fatima,

Old House Farm 

Dorstone

Herefordshire HR3 6BL 

UK

I am quite bowled over by the amount of trouble you have gone to assist in 

my project when I visit Canada. I have your list of names, and also the 

Tape. They are extremely helpful - it is the sort of information for which 

one usually has to exploy a professional researcher.

At the moment, my plan is to visit Canada leaving here about the 6th or 

7th November (I have a speaking engagement so cannot leave earlier) and 

staying for two or three weeks. Hamid suggests 3. I shall have to make up 

my mind before leaving, as the fares are much higher if you don't tie yourself 

down to a fixed time of return. I have, I think, persuaded Rusty to come with 

me. But in any case I will let Hamid know the arrangements.

I do not know how much I have written about the book. The original intention 

was to record the personal experiences of our scattered community in exile.

Exile is an essential part of the history of the struggle against apartheid.

I wanted to get as wide as possible a variety of people, all ages, races, 

religions, beliefs, jobs and professions. Obviously, from a community that runs 

into tens of thousands - some say 30,000, some say 100,000 - I have to make 

choices, which is why it is most helpful to get information from those living 

in exile themselves. In addition, I need to put the experiences into a 

political and historical context, as so many events that influenced the exiles 

will not necessarily be known by the readers when the book appears. I have a 

contract with publishers here, and because they gave me a very generous 

advance, this has enabled me to embark on the book - it's an expensive 

proposition. But I am going to need more money, and hoped that in Canada or 

the USA I might be able to approach one of those Foundations that do give 

money for research on such projects. s '

I

The value of the interviews depends to a larg€ extent on the ability of those 
interviewed to articulate their experiences. Many tend to reduce them to ^ chron

ological sequence of places and dates; most avoid speaking of the painful and 

Negative things, except in the most general terms. There can be no true picture ofl 

the experience of exile without the suffering, deprivation and breakdowns that are 

only the other side of the positive experiences.

During the course of interviewing, certain subjects have come to the fore as 

being of special interest: Culture in exile. How do artists, writers, musicians, 

etc, carry on their professions when cut off from the roots of their inspiration? 

What is the influence on them of the culture of the host country?

Children of exiles. This has become very interesting - those born or brought up 

potside SA, how they identify themselves; Why their parents' home country 

exerts so much influence. Women in exile. Their special problems and the way 

they have coped with them, very often alone. The politics of exile, that is, 

those who have involved themselves in boycotts, sanctions and disinvestment 

campaigns. Many others: war resisters; I'm interested in those who have exper

ienced (either themselves or in friends and family) death squads & iaids outside 

SA; those who have been involved in the underground; and so on.

I have been relying heavily on the ANC, and the leadership has given backing to 

the book. I suppose the majority of my interviewees so far have ben ANC people, 

but I do not wish to confine it to them - the organisation they belong to is not 

really my concern. I am prepared to travel around (taking into consideration the 

distances and time). I am also, of course, prepared to be available to any 

organisation that would like to use me, particularly women's organisations.

Hamid told me you were visiting Cuba, which is why I decided to write rather than 

phone. If you would like more information about the book, or any aspect, please 
let me know.



Fatime Bhyat

255 Brookdale Avenue

Toronto

Ontario M5M1P9 

Canada

H Bernstein

'if*'- fij* uV > v  jn ijvijj

Old House Farm

Dorstone

Herefordshire, HR3 6BL

Masny, many thanks for your assistance. I will let Hamid know as soon as I 

book, decide on the date. I'm sure your help is - and will - make the 

Canadian visit a very useful one, as well as pleasurable.
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ANC CHIEF REPRESENTATIVE IN CANADA:

P. Mahlagu (Mr)

P.O. Box 302

Adelaide Postal Station

TORONTO

Ontario M5C 2J4 
CANADA

'phone: (1-416) 461 4255 (0)

'fax: c/o 461-4704
Telex: (21) 0622199 ANC TOR

Hamid & Zaibie Bhyat

P.O. Box 189

Pst Stn S

TORONTO

ONT MSM 4LF

Canada
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a
Miss Zubeida Barmania
Barrister and Solicitor 
Law Division

Telephone (416) 592-2553 
Fax: 592-1466

Ontario Hydro 
700 University Avenue 
Toronto, Ontario M5G 1X6

KPMG Peat M arw ick Stevenson & Kellogg
Management Consultants

Helaine Kentridge
\  Researcher

2300 Yonge Street 
Toronto, Ontario M4P 1G2 

Canada
Telephone (416) 482 5753 
Telefax (416) 482 4736

& & L C E  CELE 
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Keith Rimstad
Program Officer/agent de programme 
Tel. (613) 233-5939 Fax (613)233-6228

International Defence Fonds International
and Aid Fund de Defense et d'Aide
for Southern Africa pour I'Afrique Australe
(Canada) (Canada)

200-294 Albert, Ottawa, Canada K IP  6E6 •*§?•
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O n t -  M i £  U - N S

E. John Bizzell M. Arch.
Designer and Building Consultant

R.R. 1, Orono. 
LOB 1 MO. 

(416) 786-2396
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ROSEM A R Y  DA SILVA

Sister of John Bizzell. Was at first married to SA. Now to Guyanian or 
Ghanian? Works on Heritage Language Programme. Help in adivce on setting up 
of programme in SA - we should contact through her, Jirn Lipsett, School Superintedent.

Add after gap at end, before last: 'I have a real sense of anger, of outrage

^rosemary in small shabby house in run-down area, narrow corridor leads to 
kitchen at back, with oldfashioned worn floors, cooker, general shabbiness.
Room before kitchen is small livng room with TV, untidy 3-children mess around.
She is youthful, attractive, dark-haired with glasses, but harrassed. She has 
job, three children, plus husband working for a political candidate, so never at 
home at night to help.



MICKY ROSEN

The worse thing is loneliness. I feel lonely very often.
You must stand up whenever you can. I am not a political animal, but my whole 
family were staunchly opposed to apartheid.

NOTE; EDIT TAPE BEFORE TRANSCRIPTION.



HAJIRA - HAJOO CARIM

e of Mac Carim. Suburban house expensively furnished in high-class 
& Barker - tablextights of large china/flower decorated. Dining room 
Sheraton style? - ranged found table looking as tho in a show room, 

ng orderlyj/^nining, no books or papers lyfing around.

SAM KQTAME

Doesnt look like Joe. Dark, glasses, broad gum-exposing smile. Well 
made, talks easily. Interviewed on first floor of his office 'down town.'

MAC CARIfV

Fairly short, light-skinned, middleaged, smart looking business man. 
Children: Xavier - Rhodes. Zane - Fordsburg. married to Zeenat. Son first 
president of SAYSAC - SA Youth and Students association

xa 'm a sociall*activist who has business and management skills.
/worked in 33 countries. Not a small business mnan, I'm an organisational 
development expert..



SIFISO NTULI

"We are building". Good looking young man, small black beard framing 
chin, big eyes.

PETER MHLANGU (Chief Rep)

Broad cheek-bones, moustache}d beard, flow of talk. Approachable and 
pleasant.

'MAILIE1 (ISMAEL PATEL)

NOMA THEMBA - TEMSI (Photg^

Daughter Keri with red-gold hair and arthritis.

love, love, love to Poluka.



B RAKASH DIAR.

Name: Caiphus Nyoka. After gap: When I was working with COSAS they 
tried an interesting experiment.

JOAN FAIRWEATHER

s to the United Church - that is, Presbyterian, Methodist and 
onal.

FATIMA BHYAT

Speaking of the watch the SB keep: When my Dad died I had to get a visa, 
and I ĥ id problems getting a flight. In fact I didn't know what flight 
I wagr going on, and only picked up my ticket at the airport. But when 
I arrived at the airport in SA I had to queue at the passport office 
,i'n the foreign section. And when I reached the desk, the officer there 

i ./said, 'Well, Mrs Bhayt, it's a sad time for you to dome home.'

I think I've been away from home°too long.

HAMID BHYAT

I don't think a day passes when we don't think and talk about SA - we are 
always looking thru the newspapers for news, and the news affects us.
When we meet friends from SA It's as though there has never been a gap of 
26 years, and we keep up with all the people. Even in days when it was

ypened up'a new way of looking at people, at their relationships.
Even a recognition that we have wronged people - that is necessary, we 
are still at the deniial stage 'we didn't know.'

I have learned not only not to be racist in terms of colour, but it's

GRACE CELE.4

She married a South African who was working in Swaziland. He died in 
1980. She was left with five children, 4 boys and 1 girl. One is in 
the US, MBA. The girl is doing chemical engineering. The three younger 
boys are with her: Sipho, Mfana, Zanele.

LIVY RABALAO

j* 6 a t man in herringbone suit with brown tie - smart, smoothish. 
African international Council. Fact-finding mission to SA on



risky to meet people, still we always went to look up our old friends.
And when we go to a meeting there, people are happy to see us - I dont 
think any of our friends are critical - you know, what did you do 
all these years? - there is no feeling of criticism or resentment.
The last time I went to a meeting in Jhbg, some agents threw a tear 
gas cannister right in front of me. If there was any meeting or demo 
we were there.

The only thing that worries me about going back to SA is this racial 
tension and violence that has nothing to do with the political struggle.

His cinema - If it wasn't for the route of bribery and corruption,
I couldn't have kept it goi9ng. We bribed the officials.

I'wanted to be a chartered accountant. At that time there were no non
white chartered accountants in the whole of SA. My father knew a man 
who gave loans to help people - and his brother was a CA, so I started 
working for him. The CA society - there was nothing in their constitution 
which prohibited non-whites, but they were simply reluctant to accept 
any non-whites, so I could not train legally. I worked for him for six 
months. Then I continued working for Inglestone, and studied part-time.
I came to speciaise in bankcrupts. That's how I got the cinema, I didnt 
know anything about running a cinema, but the chap who owned it went 
bankrupt, so I was able to take it over. I always had to have a white 
as the owner, in charge, that was Voronoff.

Zaby had more courage than I - even in London, there was a lot of nervou 
tension. She learned to drive a car. She took over. If it wasnt for 
her, I don't think I would have stayed.

Choosing Canada: We had no choice. Australia wouldnt take immigrants.
We went to a film show in London, and when we came out - it was a film 
about Canada, - in the foyer there were people giving out information, 
urging people to emigrate to Canada.

NAEEMA BHYAT

She is nearly 16, born in Canada. Dark, pretty, with a fine white 
smile. And shy.

He is young, goodlooking. In general practice.

ABELSOHN
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