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By HEINZ KLUG

Launching a national drive to demonstrate
opposition to the military draft. South Africa’s
End Conscription Campaign (ECC) is chal-
lenging the ongoing police ad army occupa-
tion of black comrmmrtie* and the growing
militarization of local government structures
The ECC’s new campaign—under the slogan

*Working for a jwt peace”—wifl involve
hundreds of people in local projects, all of
them delivering the same message- "Con-
struction, not conscription!” . >,

Protest coordinator Richard Stoete says the
ECC hopes to make * “ small contribution to
tremendoos projects in township* where there
are many social problems due to the lack of
community facilities, particularly for the chil-
dren." Drawing a distinction between its own
work and that of the Sooth African army,
which also carries out dvic action projects in
mainly rural black areas, ECC press officer
Fiona Dove characterizes the military's initia-
tive as “"essentially an attempt to co-opt the
hearts and minds of black people, to buy credi-
bility for the government and the military. Our
projects,” Dove explains, “would be done
only in consultation with, and under the guid-
ance of. representative community groups."

ORGANIZING WHITES

ECC spokesman Gavin Evans, recently in
New York to testify before the UN's Special
Committee Against Apartheid, discussed the
history and problem* of the antt-drtft move-
ment in an interview with the Guardian. His
visit to the U.S. comes at a time of increasing
unease among South African whites. The
country's defense ministry revealed late last
year, for example, that about 25% of the
30,000 high school graduates drafted in Janu-
ary 1985 did not report for duty. The ECC
aims to boost the resistance rate rtill further
when thousands of additional young whites are
called up in July.

In order to involve the largely conservative
white community in the anti-apartheid strug-
gle, Evans explained, activists decided to start
with issues that directly affect whites. They
thus began to rally opposition against the 4-
year compulsory military service that every
young white male faces. From a core of 50
members at its inception in 1984. the ECC has
grown to include some 600 activists and about
50 affiliated anti-apartheid organizations

*We are getting at the heart of apartheid’s
power—that is, at the South African Defense
Force." Evans declares.

Although the ECC is a nonracial group, it
has organized primarily within the white com-
munity because only whites are subject to the
draft But the campaign has managed to build
support throughout the country for its related
stances against the occupation of Namibia and
the segregated black townships as well us
South Africa's destabilization of neighboring
countries like Angola and Mozambique.

"From the beginning we had a broad base
of support, not only from radical white stu-

Resisters spark opposition
to apartheid? draft

Gavin "vaiis:
We are getting at the heart
of apartheid’s power.’

dents, but from their parents and people in the
churches who were activists and in the civil
.ightt group*," Evans racalls. The campaign
has even penetrated some Afrikaner bastions.
It now has branches at Stellenbosch Univer-
sity, an incubator for the country's governing
elite, and in other conservative Afrikaans-
speaking strongholds in Pretoria and Johan-
nesburg.

Evans stresses that the ECC exists in the
context of other political organizations and is
affiliated to the opposition umbrella coalition,
the United Democratic Front (UDF). AH ECC
supporters share a common goal—one person/
one vote in a unified South Africa—but the
campaign focuses on a single issue: “What we
arc trying not to do is to take on a laundry list
that might divide our movement." Evans
says.

Anyone defying the draft in South Africa
faces a jail sentence of up to six years. Con-
scientious objector status is available only to
Christians, pacifists and those who are not
politically opposed to military service. Evans
reports that a Buddhist was denied such status
on the grounds that Buddhism does not have a
single deity, while Jews are automatically de-

clared

vice

d-aft
townships.

About a dozen draft evaders were jeiled in
the early 1980s. Then came a 2-year hiatus in
prosecutions as the government considered
how best to respond to the rising incidents of
draft refusals, spurred on by the army's full-
scale move into the black townships in 1984.

Because of the heavy sentence facing draft
resisters, many young men have left the coun-
try rather than stand trial. One activist who
was refused conscientious objector status was
recently arrested, however, for refusing to re-
turn to the army. The tnal of Philip Wilkin-
son—the first involving a military resister in
two years—is scheduled to get underway
soon.

Wilkinson, a 22-year-old butcher from Pon
Elizabeth, got involved with ECC because he
had been forced to join the estimated 15.000
soldiers who have been deployed in black
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debates abortion

MAY 31,1986 90f

towarfdpa. M aiM M K iC n% ---------mmss--
barf he was dtf mw**
patfct and mam faces e military a ftM I m&n

against coascrintaoa

gamzstiottt to "a point of rejection of aM as-
pects of

Philip Wilkin** had hi*
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They were young, draft-age Amer-

icans and they began to say no to
the war in Vietnam. At first, it was just
a few but the numbers grew and in time,
they became a mighty force. And their
shouts, “Hell no, we won’t go,” rallied a
whole antiwar movement

Now, in South Africa, it has begun to
happen the same way. Late in the
afterr?oon on Friday, Gavin Evans was
at the e .
League Oﬁfﬁlglgafgg/eéﬁ St He %&ffﬁt%
cluttered room and spoke of the move-
ment that has begun to build in South
Africa.

He is 26 and white and he has one
semester left in law school. “But I've
already told Uienv that Lwill not sign
up." E*atotfc kvthe leadert™ip

I N THE 1960s, it was ihe same here.

heed

Of tISe End Conscription Campaign
(ECO and in South Africa, he says !t
already has begun to have an impact

He said that in 1984, the minister of
defense issued figures boasting that of
the 45,000 South Africans called for
military service, only 1,596 failed to
show up. But South Africa has become
a country where events change fast and
the move against the military was just
getting its legs. And by the first half of
1985, Evans said that official figures
showed that 7,589 draftees, when called,
said no. “And after that, the govern-
ment quit giving reports,” he said.
“They don't want anybody to know how
effective the (ECC) movement has
become.”

The South African military is a for-
whites only force, unlike the polici’
force. The country’s apartheid laws arc
so rigid that even to fight, blacks are
not accepted. But suddenly, that cuts
two ways. "Because we’re in a civil war
situation,” Gavin Evans explained,
which means the government needs
every white male of age to accep:
military service. In South Africa, there
are 22 million blacks and just 4 millior
whites. Aqd the blacks have begun to
move close® to an all-out rebellion
against ( apartheid. “They’re
really beginning toA/Ahtvba*!*,";

(blacks), '

10, we won't go!

saj& “And it'? not just rocks and bottle
throwing. They have AK47s (machine
guns) and grenades and things are be-
ginning to spill over.”

He mentioned Sandton, a white sub-
urb of Port Elizabeth. He said that
Sandton is just one road away from
Alexandra, a black township that he
described as being “incredibly poor.”
Before, if there was violence in a black
township, whites knew nothing of it
But that has begun to change. “It’s right
on their doorstep (the violence) and it’s
spilling over," he said.

It comes back to the military. In a
state that operates with the kind of
oppression South Africa has, the mili-
tary is key. Gavin Evans went back to
1976. “That was the turning point for
me,” he said. And he told of the way
school-aged boys are required to attend
classes once each week in military
dress. And on those days he said special
military training is given. “I always
thought it was silly,” he said. But in
1976, the huge black township outside
Johannesburg where he lives exploded.
Hundreds were killed in what became
known as the Soweto uprising. “It
dawned on me then that it wasn’t just
stupid; we were being trained to fight
fellow-Soiith Africans," he said.

In* S$uth*Afrfca, most-/erfctted:grow

up with almost no social contact with
blacks. It was different for Gavin
Evans. His father, Bruce Evans, is an
Anglican bishop in Port Elizabeth. He
had exposure to black townships.
Bishop Desmond Tutu was a frequent
visitor at the Evans home. His family
also had a long record of standing
against apartheid. He sees the struggle
now as being nonracial. “It’s against a
racist, immoral system,” he said. “I
have never been subjected to racial
hostility from blacks but | have gotten
it from whites.”

He_said the ECC now has 52 affiliates
across the country. He said they orga-
nize in their own (white) community but
are involved in support efforts with
black groups.

apartheid, the government depends

on all the whites in the country to
stand together. But bit by bit, that has
begun to change. Businessmen, church-
men and students have begun to step
away. Now the young men the govern-
ment must supply to the military it
leans on have begun to say no. It is no
small development “And you’re just
seeing the beginning of it,* Gavin
Evans sikL

IN SOUTH AFRICA, tc maintain
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JRB-yeaFlilteFsoldiers moved into
South Africa’s embattled black town-
ships to try to put down the ongoing
revolt, an unprecedented number of
young whites are shunning their four
years’compulsory military service and
running the risk ofsix-yearjail terms.

"A lot ofkids who might notbe politi-
cal are now saying, 'We don't want to
spend four years of our lives killing,
maybe dying, for apartheid,’” said Ga-
vin Evans, 25, executive member ofthe
End Conscription Campaign (ECC), in
arecentinterview in New York, where
he testified about the military buildup
inside South Africa before the UN
Committee Against Apartheid.

According to the South African gov-
ernment, of the 30,000 or so high
school graduates drafted, 7,560 did not
report for duty in January, more than
a fourfold jump from the figure of
1,589 a year before. It was unknown
how many of those were avoiding ser-
vice and how many were absent for
other reasons.

After jailing 12 draft evaders
the past few years, the govemme.
amended the legislation in 1984, loop-
ing to eliminate political objectoi
making it easier to claim objectii
religious grounds.

But the rate of military evasio'
creased. The first draft-dodging
in two years is expected to open soon.
The defendant, Philip Wilkinson, a 22-
year-old butcher and high-school drop-
out from Port Elizabeth, refused to
attend a reserve camp, saying he
would rather face the mandatory 33-
month jail term, one-and-a-halftimes
the remainder of his service, than en-
ter black townships as a soldier. He
was arrested April 29 while attending
a draft protest meeting.

Independent monitoring groups in
South Africa estimate that about
15,000 soldiers have been deployed in
the riot-torn black townships, where
more than 1,200 people have died
since September, 1984, in battles be-
tween residents and security forces.

Founded in 1984, the ECC brought
together people from 52 political, pro-
fessional and artistic organizations
around a single issue: the drafting ofall
white male high-school graduates for
two years of military service. followed
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on Rise In S. Africa

AP Photo

Police, accompanied by dogs, enter the black township of Soweto outside Johannesburg to tear down squatters' shanties.

/3

two years in the active reserves.
rship remains small but
includes youJlg<whites who tradition-
ally provide the'eovemment’s stron-
gest supporters| — students at
Afrikaans-language universities,
whose graduate»have traditionally
become the country’s government.
"These [ECC] students are ostracized
from their o\jm organizations and of-
ten from th”~ir families,” Evans said.

As sonyr jf the few whites directly
challenging the government, ECC
members — mostly university and
highochool students — have come un-
dej/increasing pressure from the gov-

rnment and its supporters.

Like other leaders ofthe movement,
Evanshasbeenarrested—threetimes,
once forthe duration ofthe ECC’sinter-
national peace festival in Johannes-
burg last July. Other members’homes
have been raided by police officers.

With their public meetings banned,
FfIC members reverted to less overt

protests. They held candlelight vigils
in churches and organized group mass
"runs for peace,” but all were banned
or disrupted by police. They even built
protest sandcastles on the beaches of
Cape Town in the shape of the city’
military fortress, then were forced by
police to destroy them.

Meanwhile, young servicemen,
shaken by the violence they have been
exposed to, have begun to use the ECC
as an ear for their concerns. In a seri-
ous transgression of military regula-
tions, one 18-year-old soldier sent the
group an anonymous distressed ac-
count of his experiences in the town-
ships, after a chance meeting with an
ECC member on an airplane.

The Defense Force attitude, he
wrote, is of "hatred, loathing and con-
tempt forblacks and a complete lack of
human feeling and compassion toward
them. Blacks an; a base subhuman
plasm, a parody of man, whose pain is
merelv snort.” while the black town-

ships he patrolled at night "became a
giant playground for a serious game of
cops and robbers, the occasional injury
only adding to the excitement.”

Partly because overtly political
events are mostly banned in South Af-
rica, the ECC-led peace movement has
tried to forge an artistic renaissance
along the lines of the U.S. anti-Viet-
nam movement ofthe 1960s.

Graffiti artists regularly spray city
walls with anti-military slogans, such
as "troops out of the townships” and
"ARMY = MURDERERS,” and occa-
sionally paint murals depicting white
troops beating black protesters.

In the end, the draft leads thousands
of young whites to contemplate leav-
ing the country, often living in exile
for the rest of their lives. Bernard
Wolfsdorf, an immigration lawyer in
Los Angeles who is himself a refugee
from South Africa, said, "Thousands
are coming here, directly or indirectly
because ofthe military aituatipi?.”



IUN hosted ECC member

A Johannesburg End
Conscription Campaign
(ECC) executive member
recently returned from a
tour of America as a
guest of the United Na-
tions. /

Mr Gavin Evans (26)
addressed the UN Special
Committee Against
Apartheid, which had in-
vited the ECC to send a
representative. He left
for America on March 19.

He addressed the com-
mittee on the anniver-
sary of the Sharpeville
shootings, March 21, also
called the International
Day against Racial Dis-
crimination.

A 226-page report on
opposition to conscription
in South Africa, including
affidavits from soldiers
and township residents,
was presented to the
committee, Mr Evans
told The Star.

While in America he
was hosted by a pacifist
group, the War. Resister’s
League.

During his seven-week
tour he was interviewed
on many radio and TV
shows and met major
church and human rights
organisations such as

16/s/h

Amnesty International
and Humanitas Interna-
tional.

Mr Evans said he also
addressed student rallies
at 10 universities.

“Many Americans do
not realise a lot of whites
oppose apartheid. They

could also relate to the
ECC because of their
Vietnam experience.
“Several groups issued
support statements for
Peter Wilkinson, on trial
at the moment for refus-
ing to do an SADF
camp,” Mr Evans said.

ECC addresses UN

Staff Reporter

AN executive member of
the End Conscription
Campaign, Mr Gavin Ev-
ans, yesterday ad-
dressed a special sitting
of the United Nations in
New York.

His address formed
part of the UN Day for
the Elimination of Ra-
cial Discrimination
which commemorates
the Sharpewlle shoot-
ings of 1960

Mr Evans presented
evidence prepared by
the ECC arguing for an
end to conscription in
South Africa.

The ECC presented a
comprehensive account
of the role being played
by the SADF.
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UN gets ECC petition

RICHARD WALKER

NEW YORK - Asmuggied-out petition from the End
Conscription Campaign (ECC) has been presented to
the UN asking members to grant asylum to draft

dodgers.

Asserting that more and more conscripts were
confronted witha crisis of conscience, draft protestor
Gavin Evans yesterday told a hearing of the Special

Committee Against Apartheid:

“The brutality with

which the SADF and police are carrying out their rule
of terror is unprecedented."”

The 226-page dossier presented to the committee
included affidavits by township residents and by con-

scientious objectors.
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He asked:
e That all member
countries should do
everything in their

power to end apartheid;

e That all UN mem-
bers should provide sup-
port for those who In
conscience refuse to
serve in the SADF;

e Thatthere should be
no weapons deals with
the SADF;

¢ That Unita, MNR
and other Southern Afri-
can dissident move-

ments should be isolat-
ed;

e That action be taken
to see the speedy and un-
conditional implerak
tion of independent®
SWA7Namibia.

ECC’s Evans
on US visit,,

WASHINGTON. — In-
creasing numbers of
South Africans are re-
fusing compulsory mili-
tary service in what a
number of the End Con-
scription Campaign said
yesterday was a sign of
growing white opposi-
tion to apartheid.

Mr Gavin Evans, on a
six-week visit to the US
to meet anti-apartheid
groups, said that the
“turning point for many
draft resisters is having
to fight fellow South Af-
ricans in the townships”.
— Sapa-Reuter

ECC man to
address UN%

GAVIN EVANS,
member of the Johannesburg End
Conscription Campaign (ECC), will
today call on the United Nations in
New York to provide support for
conscientious objectors.

He willaddress a special sitting of
the UN on behalf of the ECC.

And ECC activists will picket in
main centres across South Africa to
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an executive

commemorate the Sharpeville and
shootings.
commemorates March 21 as the day .
for the Elimination
Discrimination.

The UN

of Racial j

Evans, on behalf of the ECC, will
call on UN member countries to do

in their power to end
apartheid; assess the implications of *

arms trading with the SADF and
isolate Southern African dissident
I groups from support.
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[Hnternational support for ECC

SUff Reporter

A HOST of international
organizations have sent
fnessages of support to
»he End Conscription
Campaign expressing
solidarity with their
fyorking for a Just Peace
Campaign.

The ECC has em;
larked on an April cam-
1aign in which volun-
t-ers are participating
it peace projects of

\%

benefit to communities,
such as cleaning up lit-
ter, looking after chil-
dren and other services.
The organizations in-
clude the American
Committee on Africa,
the New York-based War
Resisters League, the
Episcopal Churchpeople
for a Free Southern
Africa, the Catholic
Peace Fellowship and
the Clergy and Laity
Concerned.

- —IW



Geneva
to get
detalls of
ECC gag

TYe denial of the End Conscrip-

"lion Campaign's right to
express itself fully and freely
under the emergency regula-
tions was the major focus of a
document sent to the United
Nations ~ Commission  for
Human Rights this week.

The ECC sent evidence concern-
ing human rights violations in

South Africa, with specific re- ¢

spect to the campaign, to the
commission's headquarters in
Geneva.

In the document the ECC said-
"The general provisions of lhe
emergency regulations create
conditions unfavourable to
the free expression of our
views."

The document made special
mention of a specific clause
in the regulations which

makes it subversive to incite
anyone to discredit or under-
mine compulsory military
service.

DENIAL

“We see this clause as directly
aimed at denying our cam-
paign the space to express our
views freely and legally,” it
said.

The document also focused on
the system of conscription as
a central denial of human
rights in South Africa.

“Conscription into the SADF im-
poses on conscripts the obli-
gation of implementing and
defending the government’s
apartheid policy. In a South
Africa as divided as ours, this
causes thousands of con-
scripts to be forced to side
with the government against
their consciences.”

The document highlighted the
detention and harassment of
ECC members during the cur-
rent state of emergency. It
said that a total of 48 ECC
members had been detained,
10 of whom were still being
held.

EVIDENCE

The ECC dcscribcd the deten-
tions as “adding to tbe denial
of our right to express our op-
position to the system of con-
scription”.

Earlier this year ECC executive
member Mr Gavin Evans
gave evidence on behalf of
tbe ECC to a sitting of the UN
Special Committee on Apart-
heid in New York.
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DQei*nnts on the vio-
lathpn of human
Jri~thfe in South Afri-
with specific
J reference to the End
AConscription Cam-
~tign (ECC) — were
nt this week to the
tijted Nations
udian Rights Com-
ion in Geneva
e ECC.
According to a state-
< (tieot issued by the
p ECe this week the
evidence of human
'j' rigkts violations in
ft regard to ECC acti-
fivities had been sent
Arto Geneva as the or-
>m g”nisation was not
I /afile to take up an in-
‘ Avliation to deliver
‘efidence in person.
“\W4 had been invited
AtQNiubmit the eyi-
4Hice to the Corn-
e | ssion's working
. up sitting in Lu-
ka but were unable
W so,” the ECC
eiplpined.
rrUj&r, focus of the
Gefieva document
wi| the denial of
right to
Nexpress itself full/
#ao+ freely in terms
Sftff- t"e emergency
Kfegulations.
~s well as the gen-
eral constraints
t)iere is a clause in
e regulations
hich makes it sub-
~>x»trsive to incite any-
(Jni! to discredit or
. i>ndermine compul-
sory military ser-
Lviee.
WV elsee this clause as
T'Sitpclly aimed at
iderfylng our cam-
paign the space to
rtxpreis our views
fireely and legally,”
|tle ECjC added.
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