
PRELIMINARY QUESTIONS
S. C. I. u.

A F R I C A
--------------  |

P re lim in a ry  Q u e stio n s

A. Name of organisation or person replying to  the 
questionnaire.

B. Place and date of reply.

C. Have we yoijr permission to  publish your reply 
under your signature, or do you prefer it to  
remain confidential?

N O T A  B E N E

(a ) The term  “ natives” , as used in the questionnaire , covers all peoples ol 

non-E uropean  ex traction . D istinction should be m ade, w here necessary , in 

the replies, betw een the various racial groups.

(b) I f  the space allow ed in the questionnaire for y o u r reply  is insufficient, k indly 

answ er on a  sep a ra te  sheet, indicating a t  the top  the num ber o f the 

question to  w hich y o u r rep ly  re fers .

(c) M ore generally , if you w'ish to  rep ly  in g re a te r  deta il to  one or more of the 

points in the questionnaire, you a re  requested  kindly  to  a tta c h  y o u r artic le , 

notes, e tc ., to  the questionnaire.

(d ) Any gaps occurring in the num bers of the questions a re  due to  the  fact th a t  

the questions th a t  a re  om itted do not apply  to  y o u r region.

(e) K indly strike out any  questions to  which j-ou are unable to  rep ly , or to  wThich 

you do no t w ish to  rep ly .



GENERAL QUESTIONS S. C. I. u .------------------------?/■—
A F R I C A

1. Region (province, d istrict, town, village, etc.) 
under your adm inistration or constitu ting  the  
field of your activities, and to which your replies 
refer.

G e n era l Q u e s tio n s

2. Area of th is region.

3. Num ber of children i n ..............  (name the  year). Children under 15 years
If exact figures unknow n, s ta te  approxim ate
num ber in each racial group in the  region. Boys Girls

a)

b)

c)

d) 

«)

4. W hat is the political regime in the  region under 
consideration?

5. Is the region one in which the  natives continue 
to  live according to  ancestral custom  or have 
they  adopted European ways of living?

6. Indicate w hether the  region in question consists 
m ainly of w aste land such as forests, swamps, 
etc., and w hat is the  economic regime (p lan ta
tions, small holdings, industrial communities, 
etc.)



INFANTILE MORTALITY
T h is  q u e s t io n n a ire  a p p lie s  to  in fan ts  u p  to  

the  tim e of w e a n in g  a n d  a t  le a s t  u p  

to  th e  age of one  y e a r .

7. Is notification of b irths com pulsory? W ithin 
w hat period after the  b irth ?

I. M . — 1.

8. Is vaccination com pulsory? 
Against w hat diseases?

9. How long are the children breast-fed as a general 
rule?
Are they  fed only by  their m others, or is the 
feeding m ixed?
If the  la tte r, from  w hat age?

10. Is notification of still-births also com pulsory?

11. W hat are the causes of the still-b irths?



th e  tim e of w e a n in g  a n d  a t  le a s t  u p

to  th e  age  of one  y e a r .

AFRICA

I . M . — 2 .

S. C. I. u .

12. Can you give any figures regarding the  proportion 
of infant m ortality  to  the num ber of b irths, up 
to  the tim e of weaning and a t least up to  the 
age of one year?

13. W hat are the  chief diseases (epidemic, endemic, 
inherited, etc.) causing infantile m ortality , and 
in w hat proportion do they  occur?

14. Kindly give an account of superstitious or anti- 
hygienic practices a t b irth  th a t  increase the  rate 
of infantile m ortality .

15. K indly give an account of any o ther customs 
or practices th a t  increase the  rate  of infantile 
m ortality .



S. C. I. u .

A F R I C A

th e  tim e of w e a n in g  a n d  a t  le a s t  up I. M. — 3.
to  th e  age of one y e a r .

16. Is infanticide common in the  region?
Under w hat forms does it occur and for w hat 
m otives? (Distinction should be made between 
boys and girls.)

17. To w hat ex ten t do you consider infantile mor
ta lity  to  be due to  :

a) insufficient m aternal m ilk?
b) o ther kinds of fau lty  feeding?
c) lack of proper clothing?
d) inadequate housing conditions of the  fam ily?
e) lack of cleanliness?

18. W hat means can be used against superstitions 
and the  influence of w itch-doctors?

19. W hat is the  chief difficulty, in your region, in 
connection w ith th e  prevention of infantile 
m ortality  ?



P U B L I C  H E A L T H

T h is  q u e s t io n n a ire  ap p l ie s  to  in fa n ts  u p  to 

th e  tim e of w e a n in g  a n d  a t  le a s t  up  

to  th e  age  of one  y e a r .

20. W hat im provem ents in public health, th a t  are 
of im portance w ith regard to  infantile m ortality , 
have been introduced in your region :

a) by the  public au thorities?
b) by other bodies?

I. M. — 4.

21. W hat further im provem ents in public health  do 
you suggest w ith a view to the prevention  of 
infantile m orta lity?



E D U C A T I O N  I N  H Y G I E N E  

A N D  C H I L D  C A R E

T h is  q u e s t io n n a ire  a p p lie s  to  in fa n ts  u p  to  

th e  tim e of w e a n in g  a n d  a t  le a s t  u p  

to  the  age of one  y e a r .

I. M. — 5.

22. Do native women receive any instruction  in 
hygiene and child care?
W hat m ethods are em ployed?
W hat im provem ents can you suggest?

23. W hat is your opinion of prem iums at b irth  (baby 
* competitions, etc.)?

24. How are native midwives tra ined?



S O C I E T I E S  F O R  T H E  B E N E F I T  

O F  N A T I V E  C H I L D R E N

T h is  q u e s t io n n a ire  a p p l ie s  to  in fa n ts  u p  to  

the  tim e of w e a n in g  a n d  a t  le a s t  u p  

to  th e  age of one  y e a r .

I. M. — 6.

25. Give a list of the  organisations for the aid, 
welfare, and protection of native children in the 
region, s ta ting  under whose patronage th ey  are 
conducted and how th ey  are supported . Where 
possible your reply should include reports or 
statistics on the work done by such organisations.

26. W hat is your opinion of the  existing system ? 
W hat im provem ents would you suggest?



ANNEXE FOR THE MEDICAL 
PROFESSION

T h is  q u e s t io n n a ire  a p p l ie s  to  in fa n ts  u p  to  

th e  tim e of w e a n in g  a n d  a t  le a s t  u p  

to  th e  age of one  y e a r .

A . K indly give some inform ation and, if possible, 
figures (stating the year) regarding the relative 
am ount, in your region, of the following diseases, 
from the  point of view of infantile m orta lity :

Non-epidemic diseases :

Umbilical tetanus

Infantile diarrhoea and enteritis

Congenital weakness and deformities

Bronchitis, pneum onia and o ther diseases 
of the respiratory organs (from w hatever 
cause, sta ting  the  agent, where possible, 
e. g. pneum onia from  pneumococci, 
bronchial spirochaetae, etc.)

Simple meningitis

Tuberculosis

Strangulated hernia

Other non-epidemic diseases peculiar to  your 
region.



ANNEXE FOR THE MEDICAL 
PROFESSION

(  Continued)

Epidemic diseases  :

W hooping-cough

S. C. I. u .

A F R I C A

I. M. — 8.

D iphtheria and croup

Cerebro-spinal m eningitis

Measles

Scarlet fever

Smallpox

Asiatic cholera

Yellow fever

Relapsing fever

Typhoid fever

U ndulating fever

Malaria

Influenza

Plague

E xanthem atic typhus 

Ankylostomiasis

African trypanosom iasis (sleeping sickness) 

Kala-azar

Other epidemic diseases peculiar to  your 
region.



ANNEXE FOR THE MEDICAL 
PROFESSION

(  Continued)

B . To w hat ex ten t do you consider infantile m ortality  
due to  th e  diseases of the parents?

s. c. i. u. WTjgJ.
A F R I C A

I .  M . 9.

Syphilis

Alcoholism (sta te  the  nature  of the  ferm ented 
drink)

N arco tics: opium, haschich, etc.

Leprosy

Pian

Tuberculosis

Malaria

Other social diseases peculiar to  your region.

C . W hat diseases m ust be compulsorily notified 
in your region th a t  are of im portance w ith 
regard to infantile m orta lity?

To w hat ex ten t is the law observed, or can 
be observed in this connection?
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