
J  MINUTES OF THB 2ND RATIONAL CONmENOE OF THE FEIERATICN

OF SOUTH AFRICAN *.OKBR iiELD AT THE TRADES HAL!., KERK STREET, 

__________ JOHANNESBURG- oti SATURDAY 11th AUGUST, 195.6,-----

At 11.30 a.m. Mrs. Mary Randa of Johannesburg, took the Chair and led the 

delegates in singing Freedom Songs.

Mrs. Randa appealed to every mother to listen carefully to all the speeches, 

and then called on Mrs. Lilian Ngoyi, President of the African National Congress, 

Women's League, National Vice President of the Federation of South African Women 

and Chairwoman of the Transvaal Region of the Federation to open the Conference.

OFFICIAL OPENING

Greeting women in the nan* tho Federation, Mrs. Ngoyi said that the tinse !cr 

mourning had passed and the time for action had cc:r.e. The women's League of the 

African National Congress had grown strong and not weaker because of the work ;>i the 

F#de*at*on, which had brought woaon of all races together in love and friendship.

\ I • fhrough the Federation women could establish links with women in other parts 

joKtfrifca and in other parts of the world, for our fight should be to uplift not only 

J c i S l v L ,  but the whole African continent, and to obtain the support of women of the

wjrld.

-,x The President appealed to. tha Conference to take the ar.ti pa3s campaign to 

j[ O - f u r t h e r  stage by carrying the message of organisation to ill  parts of oouth Africa,

\ V ^ o  that: country conferences could be held, broad commr.ttees formed, house to house 

j  j work canned on in dorps and villages, individual pledges obtained from African women 

rfljhat they would not carry passes. She reminded Conference also of the thousands cf 

i\Xindi:an women leading lives constricted by backward customs, of Coloured women,

humiliated through reclassification, of tne few European women, who in their friend

ship and equality gave the lie to *rfhite supremacy'.

• 'S,
, President spoke with pndo  of tha great demonstration of ^0,000 women to 

^ t ^ p r e t o r ia , two days before tho Conference, the greatest demonstration held in South 

J  iir jc a - in  which women of all races had joined together, inspired by the same ideal,

^  mot^effllove, their determination to resist the slavery of passes. She had seen the

fuiircffcbf Africa unfolding before her eyes when she saw the mothers of South Africa 

sfcfldjpg united, side by side, in discipline and dignity, courageous and doterjunec. 

^ h o  message of the Federation to all woaien must be "ORGANISE AIJD UNITE” .

Mrs. Ngoyi appealed to women to -unite with other women cf the world in 

demanding the end of a ton; bombs, for women create life and hate war, because war 

brings doath. She urged women tc be patient of others but impatient of the future, 

to build a mighty organisation of South African woiien that, together with other 

progressive organisations and tho people of South Africa, would bring in end to 

suffering and oppression and set our children forward cn tho road to happiness and

world peace.

The Chairwoman then aell-d on Mrs. Rnhema Moosa to welcome the delega.^s tc 

tho Conference,

OFFICIAL WELCOME

Mrs. Moosa wolcomod the delegates in the no*, of the Transvaal Region of the 

Federation of South African women, *nd spoke of the many women, such as Ray Alexander, 

Hetty McLeod, Fatima Meer, Hilda Watts and others who could not be at the Conference 

for the sole reason that the Government had prevented them, and reaffirmed that no 

Government could keep these women from the inovemont for freedom and the emancipation 

of women. The Charter adopted at the 1st National Conference in 1954 had rallied 

thousands of women to march forward in the struggle for freodom and equality. Amongst 

the most vicious of discriminating laws'was the extension of the degrading pcss system 

to African women, but the fight Against these pass laws was not only tha busmes:, of 

the African people, for every section of the South African people should supper tie 

struggle to ©nd pcxsBco and fill other racialist i&v®*

r>/
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The hand of friendship was extended to all White citizens and the Federation 

called upon them to stand with all woften g a in s t  the fascist menace. In this spirit 

Mrs. Moosa again welcomed the delegates who had come to the city frojf all si'"3
the country to unite in the sti*uggle of women. 2 c l

i r  v

RESOLUTIONS COMMITTEE 3 ' : .r-
uo ■ ‘

^  : ' 7
Tho following were elected to the Resolutions Committee:- £  i fcv

Mrs. Mji, Mrs. Lily Diedericks, Mrs. Fatima Seedat 

Mrs. Elizabeth Mofokeng, Mrs. Helen Joseph.

CREDENTIALS CC/iNlTT&r,

The following were elected to the Credentials Comrittee:-

Mi3S Kati- Itesa, Mrs. Lotole, Mir-s Bertha Mashaba, 

Mrs. Helen Joseph.

0

The Chairwoman then sailed on Mrg. Frances Baard of fort Eiisafcth tcttddrtiis \ 
the Conference on "Houses, Comfort and Security." J  |

i : : ?

Mrs. Baard a p p lie d  to women to treat this section, the ninth fn the'great '

Freedom Charter, as one of the most important, "All people shall Lave the right to

live where they choose, to be decently housed, to bring up their families in comfort

and security. She emphasised that adequate non racial provision of decent houses

will bring peep! together and lead to harmony and understanding, and that the present

policy of segregation in housing is based on the principle of "divide and r ile " . She

condemned the high rents charged to poor families and the proposals of Verwoerd for '

increasing ronf-ls in the townships, and as a mother looking for a solution suggested

that the levelling of inconws would provide sufficient funds for providing health and

security services for a ll , proper houses, enough mon.y for food - houses, security and 
comfort! ------------

.. „„ Whitt; jf CaP" Tovr- w* s the next speaker, addressing Conference on
the 'Cape Municipal Vote".

Speaking in Afrikaans, Mrs. White referred to the threat to remove the Cape 

Municipal Franchise from tne Coloured people, tho last of their rights rem ining to 

thorn. She stressed the importance of women of all races being able to vote for°and 

to stand for the City Council and she assured Conforence that the women of Cape Town 

wou^d fight for tho right of every man ana woman, irrespective of race or nationality 

Ifi. elect end be elected tc anv Sovemaent r Municipal Body. While m  the rest of the 

Korld the vote was being given to noru and more people, especially non white oeoplo, 

ln South Africa the vote was being taken away. Mrs. White spoke of the 10 million 

Africans with only 6 people to speak for them, and then not the real people of their 

choice, and of the 2 million whites who can choose freely 216 people tc speak for them. 

She referred to the European woman wr.o cannot write her nine, but can vote, and the 

African wocan graduate of a University who nay not vote and emphasised that no non 

European woman may vote for ar.y member A  Parliament and that now even the vote of 

Coloured women for tho Council was to be tak?n away.

Conference -djounxa for lunch.

AFTERNOON SESSION

Mrs. tCtie Wnitc, National Vice President and Acting National President took 
the Chair.

The- Secretary read greetings to the Conference from Father Trevor Huddleston, 

the South African Congress of Democrats, tho African National Congress, the South 

African Coloured peoples Organisation, East London Women's LeAgue of the African 

National Congress, Hilda Watts, Ray Waterman, fiast London Branch of the African Food

V . . . ,
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ana Canning *>rfi?s,' the i j ^ n ^ y s embly of . th' ';on* rB*s ' '

Canadian Women. V  *  ^  ^  ^ ^  ’ C ^ , "  _

The Chairwonim then c * l % d  upon M r e ^ F a t ^ ^ c d ^  of to speak on :ho

Group Areas Act. /  ^ * /
VorwYJui^s M o .............................. ..  « * • • •« * ....................

Mrs. Seedat pointed out that the African people, not only the Indim s .and

Coloureds would suffer under the Group Areas Act. Wicked acts such as the removal 

of tho Africans from the Western Areas of Johannesburg would bo repeated all over 

the country as the government tried to eliminate "black spots". Th.- most recent 

proclamationcwould uproot the Coloured and Indian people from Pageview, trom 

Albertville where they had straggled to establish thcmselv.,3, to own . ei '"Z'r~l
to run their own businesses, to gain security for their old ago protection fo rth e ! 

children. In Durban the attack would soon be made on all non white poople i 

80 ,000 Africans, 60,000 Indians and 7 ,000  Colourods would be removed, while only

7 , 50C European3 would tv affected,

Mrs. Scedat reminded Conference how th- Ini: .n people - r- throa- cned con

tinuously with repatriation, with discnoinat iy laws. Just us the cry i n ^ o r ^ a  

had been "Send the negroes back to africa" a the cry in South ^ r i c a  was the

Indians back to India", but the Indian people reply in tne w:ras of DcugL.s 

th . slave who fought against slavery, "Wo shall live, struggle ana die here . In t h e ^  

Cape Province tho Coloured ar.d telay peopl. until new h-ae lived peacefully .jaongst tne

i „ i - i.il. nir r-t-ivil ■a’tj 'T.d freedom thor. non whites in otherwhite ptoplo, enjoying a little nor. pnvii-g*. ..a - r. a i

parts of the country, but now even this woulu bo do3 .r yea ,jn •=■* ' . p " /  *-.

Mrs. Soedat called upon the w o a a  to at uid together and ; * y their par in 

against oppression, to build a mighty Fedc.ration, of -cuth .Jric.Ji Women, bull 

mighty South -frici, free from racial prejudice, fer -^uth . f n c a  could no longer 

remain a lake of racialism in a rapidly cnonging w rid. oho *an v d  *o e n _ - 

expropriating Land today that the people would r. st. rc t! c land again, - •

Africa governs itself and the Pr lor. Ch-rter becomes a reality. When women u ru .. - V 

become, the strongest force. Lv,n Strydoa, th. -lion the north" cam, bacK frca 

London to bo the ’’lamb of the south'' when he was faced by tne women -no n.fu-. -

meet them.

The Chairwoman then called upon ]\±us fx rtr^ r:.- ..a ^  f i n a l s *  ■£ to ad lr.oo t:. 

Conference on ’’Th-, struggle a.-: inst

* »  * « - » » • ,outlined th. bwtcrjr .r  tho p o «  i-.« J ; ; L rnj.33 riL*bn».LWi UUHJJIV.U *■ *
■» ’ v, * K̂r 1 e'V >r 7?i IQS? "thi? K tiVC Lcv/3 JiLCT.dl »unt ri-Ct. 

Government that pass laws nad btui .bolx.-^u. - ^  r the

LXtC

to /ifrican women "until they had bv.cn t-auc-te- to rv^. ••• y  1 1 ,

bcnefit!" Yet in September 1 0 ;  * h«» had ann-juncod th.a s 1 r''n J  • •»

UOVemiuU.l Uil - V. w# - , , , r% * ,
hr.d b'.-cn p.nn.d n f t i n *  t M »  "All tetioun, ...n  ind c ha„r ,r . fc-11

jBro?i«iona of tho n * >  * » * ' .  V c n o  rd , : «ff  m  d that ;
*  - . . ._  -i. , 1  4 V.-,. > nr. , .-i.iratcl tc  r e a l ' s o  i t  rfould be f . r  t h e i r  own

ifrican women would be issued with p^ssos.

Miss to shaba dwelt on the real w aning  of the pass laws, ar.d their eflect^upcn 

individuals, men women and children, their lisruption of fora.y U f e ,  

of tho ^ r i k n  p,ople to slavery, broody  nearly a ^  - r of a m

jail every year only for contravening chilSer. knd
suffering would be even worse, for th. y woule uv, t .n  -•/ -- 

exposed to brutal treatment at tne fa.-'inda of th. p lice.

Influjt control tad ntov dy brought e f f e n w  tn ' ry thruwndn . f f * .  ™d 

now also to women. Annie Selingr., our w e a n 's  lo-dcr, h. d been u-p. r t d  .r .

Town although she had lived there for 18 y, rs . Yet ah. had b ,r. convict •d ^ d o r  

S e c tL n  10 of the Urban Areas <iCt and depo.ted to the

were i*-ny other examples, more and more os the days gu oy of r l . ^ H  .a.- .rinc c 

voncn under tho pn.s l n « .  She tad soon for hord, f in C o w  tovn how ,  

arrested for not being in possession of residential permits, Th,y w«ro .

40 days. Now tho Municipalities had been given even more power -under the Jrban 

Amendment Met - the power to banish African* - the peoples leaders - frem their n . .

Miss Maahaba asaorted that it was clonr to the ^ fn c a n  people that pass laws 

were not for identification but for controlling the labour and the movvmunts of



African peoplo, for asking them slave*, and denying thorn freedom of novomont. She 

reminded Conference that the African women had elways resisted pass lews. Forty yt rs 

ago in 1913, the women of Bloomfontoin and of the rest of the Free Stcto had resisted 

tho introduction of posses, had sacrificed and sufferod imprisonment, and they had 

won that struggle. Today all over South Africa women have stated clearly that they 

will not carry passes. Many people tried to claim that the women of South Africa 

ore not 'ready1 to resist tho passes, but it had been proved by the ieraenstntions. 

From October 29th when 2,000  women wont to Pretoria, to August 9th when ovor 10,000 

went, ^y >.Lc thousands of women who have demonstrated throughout South Africa, that 

whenever and wherever women arc called upon, they are ready to resist. This must not 

bo doubted any longer after these mighty demonstrations when worsen ccne forward in 

thousands, risking arrest every time. Those demonstrations have shown South Africa 

what the women mean when they say "We don't want passes!"

The Federation cf South African Women was sometimes accused of being "led by 

A it o  women" - but this was only Government propaganda and wo uuat recognise it for 

wh*t it is . The ’iovcrniuent was ainst the Federation because it was even more afraid 

of it than 'I tne a .N .C . Woman's League. iTie CJcv:moent was afraid cf the Federation 

because it is multi-racial. Although Verw^ord r fused to nu t the Federation last year 

because wo went as women ef all races, th* w^.nen sh. wed on August 9th th^t wo cannot 

be divided, we went together, and if  we h vo te go i thirl time, wo shall still go 

together to dciiand our rights,

(An announcement was roade by Mrs. Lilian Nf-cyi th 't  a communication had 

been received fr .n  tho Superintendent cf Orlando that no Europeans would 

bo permitted to enter Orlar.dc that night and that therefore no European 

women would be able to attend the reception f r the delegates. This 

announcement was received with gre.t distress, and Mrs. Joseph speaking 

cn behali of European women assured tho non European wora:n that she and 

other Europoan women would be- there in spirit and that neither this or 

•any other potty mean action . f the auth- -ritios could divide the women cf 

the Federation).

RESOLUTION

The Transv:.al Regional Secretary pr p s.-d the following resolution:-

-  4 -

<lc women gathered together at this gr>. t Conference rocognisc the Pas3 
Laws as being at the basis of exploitation and cheap labour in South Africa, 

Wo know wo cannot ever win our demands for women and children until tho pass 

$avA  are completely abolished f ,*r ov ryono, >.o see the pass laws as one of 

3th flgreat barn , rs that stand in the way of human advancement - r. barrier 

thra must bo destroyed. This is thv reason that the campaign against passes 

forf women has b-on waged no vigorously during past months. Tc resist and 

dofjjat the attempt tc' make women carry passes is tr.e first step towards 

destroying those evil and hated laws f->r and women alikr.

j Wo ire pr^ud of tho great demonstrations against passes for women that 

haije taken plac.? during past months, Jid the wonderful demonstr ti-'n at 

Prfteria on August Qth, a domonatrrtion which showed not only Strijdom, not 

v only the* people 'f  Sc-uth Africa, but the whole world just how determined and

^'disciplui d ar„ the woix 'uth Africa in this straggle against passes.

: But wu are conscious of tar. f .ct that o

V and our work nua organisation must be tromen

,« ^succeed, We therefore roaolvo:- 
v  >

.r c .mpaign has only just begun, 

Louply widenod if  we are to

. that every delegate at this Conference will sincerely pledge herself 

to' take back the message of Pretoria's demenstr’ tion to every woman in her 

area, -and organise every woman to resist pass laws;
**• •

• that every one of us who has relatives or friends in country areas 

will make it a duty to carry this work to tho countryside and to remote 

places, so that every woman 'is fully aware of what the "roforenco books" 

moan;

>- 5/ ,
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. that wc will obtain individual pledges from women that each woman 

will refuse- to accept or carry a roforence bock;

. that w  ̂ will orgr.niao women, through the Women's Federation, through

tho Women's Longue, through other organisations ’'.rid thr-, ugh broad anti- 

pass committees wnore necessary, on *r. house by house and street by street 

basis;

. that we shr.ll carry on this individual work, patiently explaining

tho ixaning cf piss laws, until wc hr.ve w^n the vast majority cf women

of our land to ictivc resistance;

. that this struggle, becauee it is not the private concern of African 

women alone, but of all women, rnd net of women "lone, but cf all people in 

our country, r..ujt be con’uct.d r.:t by one section or another; we will widen 

our campaign t -nclude 'ill racial „reups, and wc will continue this struggle 

by these m. Jis end whatever trier ->;-ns ..re possible until wv. have finally 

brought about tne complete '.ad t p.sses for w.r.e-n and run alike.

The resolution rf *3 3ecrnded by Mi os Bertha Ma3haba and adopted unanimously 

and with acclaaati n.

4 .30  p.m. Conference a d j o u r n e d * t j U ,l i s p i n g - 4 6 y v  ■

. .vr......«/■ •*.........
SUNDAY,, AU^J.,T ,12TH </ >  C  ^  \  S s  .... 

MORNING SESSION. ............. .......  * ■

Confer one.- opened at 10.45 a.m. Mrs,. Huth Matsot^e t. .ik the Chair until ...............

the arrival of Ilrs. Ngoyi.

Mrs. Helen Jos ph, 01 cretary f tn- Transvaal Hegi >n :S the Federation, speko 

on tho w.rk of the Foderati r; of South /tfnc'.n :ac,n. She dpoke f th' rc en t  

racialistic legislation and the. present r. <rine -f-inti nsifiad oppression, but point.id 

to the cncrgence cf wcoen in unity and crgan^satior.. In S uth ufrion as in ail 

countries of the w r ld  women w.re- beginning to lake ti . ir  rightful plac* as equal 

partners cf aen -nd '.-.ere no loiig. r c nt at to be- oi vc z .nd 3._rv :.13 . The whrle 

position cf women was changing as w nn flay .i thv .r r in the pr lucti n f the 

wealth cf the country, ,n* w c . : . - r i ej>ly concern.3 rf tn th; injustice and oppression 

existing in South .ifrica t y. Ac w.\,*.n forward toe ne d 1 ar w n ’ 3 .r./ .nis ti.ns 

arises, but in 5o«th Alrico wemen aro iivid d by th oolcur b r. ./hite w;nen aav. beer, 

organising f ;r 50 years i a  S.-uth Africa bv t thuy aav o>. .n organ 10in,; t,. ;..sclvc3 -  th.. 

N .C .W ., Vroue Fedorasu , Bl-ack. Sna}*, ete; Bwcau* th ’ • «r tei w aon '..1 f il i 

to cone together as wor.ioii. but in 1;0A f t th. first ,. .: nal Cjni ranee the Federation 

of South ..frican Women had b...n i .1 jved to unite w non .1 11 r »ces in tho common 

struggle. (The .ins -nd ty cto ot tne Fed r .tj.r. o set out m  tiw draft constitution 

wore read). Mrs. Joseph .xpl .m e ! that it  h d b.en rt liaed from the outset that any 

womens organisation that 3t .1 outside tho strugiji< for n .tira'.l liberation would stand 

apart from the mass ,f wouon. Tire F„dor' tioi. ;.ad tieret.re tri. d-t bring together 

the women of all races in their .rg-austti.ns cn the basis of federation, n t to 

establish a new competitive organisation which w uld o~ok to draw women away from the 

Congresses. At. th first Cation 1 Jonfer nee th.: J, tionai Prosidant, Vico President 

and Executive Con^attoo h-d b f-r. li>ctci, but as a pr.gressiv. w .en’ s federation which 

refused to accept tho colour bar, the Federation had b on the target of banning orders 

by the Nationalist Government and h .d lost rnny officials and ;:.. mfcere of the Notional 

and Regional Axecutivos. Nevertheless, as women had boon removed others had come 

forward to take their placoe '-ml the attacks of tao Government h e  failed to destroy 

tho Fedoration.

The establishment nd.development of the Federation had reached different levels 

in the regions and tho r,kachinory of affiliation  had been slow, as organisations had 

hesitated and waited to sec how the Federation hid developed. The following organisations 

had already affiliated! the South African Coloured Fooplc*3 Organisation, the South 

African Congress of Democrats, *  the African National Congress Women's League, the 

Food and Canning Workers' Uni;>n, the Cape Housewives Lo'.gvtc and the League of Ncn— 

Exiropean wcasn.



ci'xy
In the Capo Western Region the Federation has initiatud c ^ i g r '.H  

issues; women hove a g itn w l  for ond obtained oroches, street ^

booths and controlled at^ ° *  lf  coloured voters from the- Municipal

a w  campaigning vigorously against the , rvi~cntly b. n fcrncd which will
Voters Roil. a  Cape W e sW m  Region:..l Comuittc..- has r ^ c n u y  o -i
vjt * , * ,  a .nV tc draw other wcracn's organisations. In the -*pe
compcign ’’rtivcly a t  s^ek . __ ^ ^  ^  „ ,rklij closely togoth r nr.3 hive

^  "-rk “ i u  
be done noongst the Indian women throufjh to, fem-ti-n . f  --- y -

The rnnsvial Region hos been outst .ndin.;ly active. The Iwr.i.n . h (.he

« .  forned soon ft r th. 195< Conference ^  ^  ^ e ^ U . n  or^-nisod
u  . rn_ v- y* w tV r A . N • U • »*  ̂ru^n o * -* »

Congress Movement. Together tr. .nc ...n . . c .., t r/ — ence f
j *.• ^ ^ r* i nor v i  f *■'• x ' 'i*rr o 1 r1 •

accocraodati n f .r  1 ,0 , . < - _ ^  v p n f. r ir r, ,r u  r ir.t tr.. Vx
women was held to ur •» uf • •>«* '-••*• • _ ,  ̂  ̂ £ the »t  .:.-v ii

Charter* Aft< r tl ngi * ; ; ; : ’

Congress of me there r.: id in supp.rt 1955 tr.. Tr nsv 1

first Confer,:.'' adopt the J*Qt . ' f :1 r..Cc3 to Pretoria tc

Region organised the historic pro l tl n A  mfl« conforonce n ; 

demand th. r  . - J *  f ^ t ” ^  rly 2 ,000  *  pie, nt which the

lor women w-.s h-1- jn f^rcr. .., ’ , t r --i r t- Pretoria, This deraons-

decisicn wr.s taken to org" nisfc - ^ ^ n  cl*. 'culminated in th- vast protest of «ugust 
trotion w-s orgonisod c„ ,  ^  scolo ^  culi.iru.wd » « .  ^

9th when 10,000 W'.nen Kent to - r“  , u  u„ n,,r, >ort. Crgonis,J ir. th. lnr«s
posses. Through the Federation's Regional C....a- tt--o w . n re g 

'M-irn -nA Cr 1 ur \ hJurjiA-an ..nd Indian women jointu

r . r s s ^ ^

L T na“ “ t i ^ .  t S U o - I  » — * . * »  J» ! « .

hoVQ boon produced « o  y ^ l o t s  h i * .  . / .

; the other (together with tha i .S .C .  * - «  .  ^  -J  «  . M  ,

The Transvaal Region issued pr«sse •• • -.ene... > - i ' fc- ii:-e 0f W0B#.r i*. r..j;:v
interest. Ar, impressive exhibition of photographs d e p i c t s  „.e life of

lands has been displayed at several conferences.

^  Feder.tio, of douti, ^ r ie n n  * - n - J T  ^  , hcn

tt-re :tfirst 2i years cf its .>x,stenco cur. •-= ^ ^  j , ort r -ven 'h- i. *
c :ngB. Pea...... - n h « . not ^ c e e d e d  x: - ■■  ̂ - y . (

of women’s crger.isiti-as outsice tr.e ^  • ••-- ■ - • h;.V9 :*alc:d

unions, k  small U f W t  h M  been ^  on Coloured « d  I .......ts5V t .

to make any serious irr.pact or. European w «m, *■ ^  j ■ -   ̂

must be the task of th. r'ed.raU n m  the c n . ; ,  y  3 

of all races, to unite them in >,r c.^.-n atr^:!-* ^  - n—

Conference would b, ask. i to ado-t ti  ̂ ‘tv' ,r u. k

President and o f f b ; » * r « . r u ,  • y  -•• t . ■ , ,T ,- it st wi.p. -r.’s
to develop the Federation of oouth i^frirtn . . . . . . .

organisation ir. jout}'. n. riea.

The R-_port of ti

Mrs. Lilian Ngoyi tiwm f w .  ^ r  u *  - po ^  .

delegates held in Orlando tr, previous r ^ t  £  ^  ^  ^  Jeaarkabl. that it

resulting in fighting. Severe* people b - ;  ' n t . ..

was the attacKors who had caused the trouble who ^- n  ^ ^  t

ambulances to the hospital while the ^  w-'broken. It was suspect d W at
unattended. The hall had been das..god and many -ind •>■ 6^ r** 

this attack had been organised deliberately to saaeh he rt-otp •

The Chairwoman then called upon the to orwe

and after a few clauses nad been r e a d ^ ^ . s  Joan ^ d  constitute the

a resolution. She st.t. 4 tn ,t tnc 'o r^n isatio n , , •



Federation had not had sufficient time or opportunity to circulate the dr . 

constitution for c o n a i d e r a W  *nd dleCusoion * y • -general--«r«ber*hip and moved 

that the adoption of a Cor.9titution be postponed either for six nonths or until th 

next National Conference. Tins resolution was seconded by Hisa A v n l  Chait.

Mrs. Joseph replied that the draft constitution had been circulated to 

organisations ..ore than 12 aonths ago, and if these organisations had failed to 

discuss the constitution or circulate it, this must be l a w  at the door of those 

organisations. This, however, should not be allowed to hold up the development of 

the Federation of South African Women. A national conference could be ^h ieved  orij 

at long intervals. It was the second time that a draft constitution had been placeu 

before a national conference of the Federation of South African Women. If  ^ on“  

stitution were adopted today tneie would be provision for amendments at the 

national Conference. Rr^. Joseph moved a counter resolution that seeing a . ,  organ- 

isations had had ample tia* %nd opportunity during tne p^st twelve months *  clT^  - ' 
Ind discuss the draft constitution, it should be discussed and adopted as amended at 

this conference. The counter resolution was seconded by Miss Bertna Mashaba.

Several delegates spoke from the floor, stating that they had not seen the

draft constitution and would prefer to take it back to their regions and branche.3

discussion before adoption. Other delegates felt that this would hold back the

development of the Federation and urged that the draft constitution be discussed,

amended and adopted at this Conference.

Conference appeared to be divided on this matter and after many e*Pr^ 31°™  of 

omninn Mrs Joseoh offered to withdraw the counter resolution on the grounds .hat 

2 S ? . o ^ ' n o t *  a J f i d e n t  , i „  Irft to ciscuss tho draft conaUtution. Coherence 

refused to allow the counter resolution to be withdrawn and the resolution and coun .r  

r e g i o n  .ere  put to the vote. Conference decided by 291 w t e .  to 79 that the dra.t 

constitution be discussed and adopted as amended at this uonferer.' e.

The Chairwoman then called upon Mrs. Joseph to read each cla.se ° f  the draft 

constitution. The proceedings of the Conference irom this point were “ nd-c 

three languages, English, Sesuto and Xhosa. Amendments were proposed ana adopted by

the Conference.

AMENDMENTS TO THE CONSTITUTION

1. Name. As in draft constitution.

2 . Alta and Objects. As in draft constitution but Clause lb) para (3 » to read -

"Better living conditions, including proper hem^s, compulsory, tree 

and universal education".

5 . Membership

Clause (a) to read "The Federation shall be open to organisations or 

organised groups of women'.

Clause (b) to read "The National Executive Co ratittee inay accept any 

organisations, branches of organisations or organised groups of women 

a s ‘affiliated members of the Federation’ .

Clause (c) as in draft constitution.

4 . fc/fofnistration

Clause (a) to read "The highest body of the Federation i§ the National 

Conference".
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Clause (b) to road "Representation at National Conference shall be one 

delegete for every 25 members of affiliated organisations or organised 

groups of women."

Clause (c) as in draft constitution.

Clause (d) to read: "National Conference shall be held annually if  possibl.*.' 

Clause (c) as in draft constitution.

5 . National Executive Committee

Clause (a) to re-d "The M .u .C . sluill consist of a president, 4 Vice 

Presidents, Trc-isur.-r, Jencrai -voejvtaxy -uid 20 >ti*er lumbers, to b<; 

elected at thu Hotional Conference."

Clause (b) to read "The H .~ .C . shall men t not less than twice a year.

The quorum for the N.ci.C. si mil bo net loss th n 7 members of the Committee 

including o ffic ia ls ."

Clause (c) to re:.d "In  electing the National Executive Co.:jmttee net less 

than 7 members must be elected who reside within 20 miles of the head

quarters of the Federation."

Clause (d) as in draft constitution'.

Clause (v) to read: "The H.ji.C. shall have the pov.-or to establish

regional committees in any arv>., define the are 13 ol juris

diction of regions, and d'. all other things as in the opinion 

of the N .i .C .  ire in the interests of tnc Federation and its 

affiliated organisations."

Clauso(vi) As in draft constitution.

Clause (v ii) As in drilt constitution.

6 . Head Office , a s  in draft constitution.

7 . finance

Clause ( 1 ) as in ir ft constitution.

Clause ( l i )  -'vs in a r  :'t censtituti.n..

Clause ( i i i )  to re .d : "The Tre. sur r s.:all ires nt . IT.. .nciai report 

quarterly t . th- I.', -.c.1'

Clause (iv) to read: "Regions s!v.ll p-y proport..'-n f + heir ujcor/: to 

the K ....C . as deci l.d by th ir co:..ialt-iti r. ;: th th.

rogi.n .

Clause (v) to read: "Statements of incom.* and expenditure- sh.-ll bo prepar'd 

quarterly by each Regional Treasurer and a copy aubnitt d tc 

the N .t .C ."

Clause (v i) to read: "Balance shoots and statements f income and expenditure 

•hull be prepared by the General Cjecretary aid each Regional 

jocretary in respect of each year ofidod 50th cf June."

8 . Regional Coixdtteos

Clause ( i )  to read "The N .E .C . m y  establish Regional Committees in any area."

9/ . . .



Clause ( i i )  to re.;d: ’The N .^ .C . ^ay approve working rules for Kegions." 

9 .  Ai>^ndntent3

Tc read: "any of the provisions of the Constitution may b. r e p lie d ,

amended or added t:. in any manner by a a-jerity decision of the 

next National Conference. Two aontfis notice of such amendment 

must first be given to all regions and all affiliated bodies."

10. Expulsion 

Clause

Clause

.ai^seiluti n . at. .a  ir . it  conatituti.jn.

12. Svnoral. .-.s ir. dr .ft con.ti tuiaon.

f.rs. , rj p. proposed, Cn.-C0tul..*l by la... I.. «<.-sh.. Tltt.i' TIL. LJUu-T C0N3TIT:T1 K 

■aj tt. ..OxT r  . AGk ^JD I f f . ' . '.'.,LY. “ ~ ~

V^i;^  OF i'Lv oXjI' J .TJU

Conference decided that the Ho -.dqw rters the- F.d ration until the next 

Nation'.’. 1 Conference- should b. in Joaann-.f-'.-u

-|I^jC i I _ ̂  Or Oi*: ;Cij .j.vJaJtl}

Kutian-il Ir-. ardent Mrs.

Nat-u n.q Tronpurer ars.

Jone-ral J^cr firv Mrs. he lull e s .. ,>h.

Li 11 an :vi - y i . 

Pahi v ’ioi

(i )  to read "The Federation snail h ve the right to expel any 

«ffiliated itrg.juaati: n r ti t k*- other disciplin >ry eauuros 

•igaiaar my f •» iliat* 1 rg~nia<ti r. which violates the principle 

11 v  -ad . r > r I :. • : :! - F< je-rafci n ."

V' i '  f  r e ".ir.y such » .f .: U  . i d  -n a . tier, .:,-v .1 ,i,. t 

ttk decision f  tht. y-c ration ,x.d such np4* .1 k

n. l..-r d at the nvxt ...tie.aal Conf .-rvnc-

r_i-.tio.-i .1  Vi .■■■ a t b  -ir . . ... ly I ^ . r i c c a  (■>.; .

lira. J-.la (O .F ... .)  I

Mrs. F .tii... d .t (watal) I

••r • re; ! 1 r ldb rg (Tranav .l)

Nitieml Jxecut.i\. C. att ^

' ■ *  • •  / r  •  • - * ’ . . .  ,

.•irs. Hutl. i..to i.»i , fas? J ily ad; t f'a-n. t^e .hit ,

/irar. •, firs. '/uyiVa- Hisn -tt., .‘.i iL.t.c ■' s, rs. ir ac-a:

ii'. . H , .Ir . r 1 >roi. .3ciz. , 'a l*. rb-.-j.i Jz _r, lias. !*ary

Ho'dl«.y, firs. Hilda :Jhczi, la . mIiz b. -Ji ... rei , >u; .  'i. llic 

Jubeliaa, Mr:;, aotsabi, .Ir! a )lici’iwf Mr a. .kina lclo, Mrs. !iilda 
.ialns ..

RiiSOLUTiJN

Hrs. Rahiiv. Moosa proposed, seconded by lira. Francos Br*.,rd the following 
resolution:- ,



m  FEDERATION OF SOUTH AFRICAN rfOMEK

Women, and congratulatf^ll thl^^o- ln^whc^hT *  Kyderction of South African 

the organisation of .oaan in tto p a T L *  a ^ ?  C° ’ltrib“ tol -  ™ *  to advancc

all racea, ^ L \ v e =  ^ t ^ t f p S y  °* “ “ dU ldre"  of

aecuno* true justice and happiness in our c o S t “ . ° ° re ° Ct‘ V<; p“ rt “

racial lines! <UVi,ie “  C"

whole; we arc as one body, we W . s a c t  o t Ur's  suf*v affeCts wonQn as
of us can only breathy freely when the ^ u £r,” *'s ^  oppression, each
enjoyed by a ll . y th9 * 1?hts * *  ^PP iness  for who ch we figbt arc

We know that a CoiJerance such as t H   ̂ in 

to xts apartheid policies; we know how tney V  t e ^ t o T ™  'W tC th°  * °Ternrontr 
meeting in hanaony and friendshio i w  V  "’omen of different me- s

divided. „„ will resist the attenpta^of a l l ^ ^ 0 ^  Pl^ e ' "> 3te11 » t  oe

preserve our principles of vorkir/toecth^ t0-SOt US ai” rtl " s “111

laws and customs of our land. ADOPTED U N A N ^ U S L Y ^ ^  prin° lples Qre the accepted

Conference closed at 6 p .n .

o N * *

T’i

r . .......
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