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taken now ia to go to the oourta of law. They think that
the law allowed us to have these reservea transferred to i» .
'‘tie are not safe; we cannot oall a reaerve a home; we cannot
sa} that we have any right on the reserve. I will give
specific oases about that: 1 have three sona myaelf living
with me on the reserve; | approached the Native Affairs
Department and asked that, although the sons were still minora,
they should have their allotments, which was dene hy the
Department here. Unfortunately, the local representative
of the Department down there stood againat me far all he i»s
worth to defeat that. After three years, he turned round

and got ths Department to say that the allotments allowed

my sons are cancelled - a word which does not exist in the

regulatlona governing .the Reserve. We do not know the word

Icancelled?. We know thla much, if anyone lives on the
for

reserves and misbehaves himself or does some deed/ifhich
perhaps he went to gaol without a fine, he oould bs turned
off the reaerve. But as to cancelling land under his feet,
this was a new thing. Thla has gene on. I sent money
last "“ear for my three sons and the money has been returned
to me. The very reason that | am asking now to be allowed
to go down to Durban is to meet a gentleman who la handling
the matter for me, and to get him to make repreaen tations
for me in the proper quarter.

le your point that what has happened to you ought

not to have happened and may happen to other people; It ia
a genera l matter ?— Yes. The only reason was this, when
the money was due, | approached an inspector and asked him

for a little time - | did not have the money for four of us;

and then again, when the time came due, | approached him and
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he then turned round and got the head office here to saj "Ho”

Your point ia that thare has been a cancellation and
that it la wrong; there ia no ground fcr oanoellation. | do
not think you need give ua all the detail® about that, beoaub
the whole point that you want to bring to ua ia the cancella-
tion ia now being done illegally?— Yea.

I think we have got that ?— Yea, that ia the point.
And then | say, until theae resorvea have been allotted and
tranaferred to us we have nowhere to live, air. And then,
of course, If the Commisalon would non, take the matter up we
ahould be glad. The local committee recommended this long
ago and we hear that the missionariea are also willing to
have theae thinga done for ua, and yet thla report says tney
are co-truateea with the flhlef Native Commisaioner. If that
is so, why these thinga are not oarried out, | do not £now;
nobody can underatand it. W« have been legally advised
to take the thing to Court, but if the thing could be done
without having to go to Court, we would be very grateful#

If anybody would mane these representations on our behalf,

wt would be very glad. I did not pay my rent when it was

due, but always waited until my sonlf rent waa dv». My sons
are aona of the soil; yet they have no right; if | were to
die today, where could they go? I am speaking, of course,

of ccnditiona in mission resarvea in the Province of Natal.
I thank you for the opportunity of hearing what | have to
say.

Do you not want to say something about the effect
of certain legislation 7- I did, sir, but | thought there
was no time.

What was the legislation you wanted to deal with ?-



The Lend Act has brought about a lot of hardship amongst ua.
One thing amongst others — | shall put it this way — | do
not knoic whether it ia a word | should use; but | say it
la veiled alavery; that la to say, the farmers are not
allowed by law to give me land to rent; I can live simply
by my sweat on the farm. Sons and daughters are all subject
to the farmer, and he can do with and use them as he likes.
I know specific oases where the children of these people
from the farms have deserted their employera and have come
to Maritzburg and Durban away from the Northern part of
Batal, to look for work, and while they were there, found
themselves where they never knew they could get to; the

women became women of the atreetJ they did not come for

that purpose : they came here to work. But what ia a
town like? I was here in Maritzburg 30 years ago, but

it la not the aame Maritzburg that | saw 5° years ago. When
I oame here, | found the conditions quite different.

I could not trust my children to be in Maritzburg,
— either my boya or girls. It is a pity. I aaw enouphk
of these young people in the streets of Pietermaritzburg.
While going through the atreeta of Maritzburg aometimes, late
at night, | hsve aeen these youngsters 5 the enployera,
particularly of the malea, allow tbem out In the streets
after dark. We did not Allow that. We have our own way
of dealing with this matter. The children, the womenfolk,
— It does not matter of what age - are always looked upon
by us aa ohildrenj they are weak people and are always
protected. For girls to be allowed to run about the

streets — and the boys have le&rned to run with the girls, -



1b something foreign to ua. Another thing | would like to
point out la now, according to the new conditions or the law,
— for it la law,— | am not talking partioul rly about my own
wife, but aa the head of a family, — my wife doea not look
up to me or co plain to me, ehe doea not bring to me any
grievances or complaints at all, but takes them to court. My
daughters go and lay complaints against me, leaving me at
home; they go to oourt to complain and say that | do not
give them food, | do not give them olothing. What Is the
state of affairat They do not trust the father; they do
not trust the husband. What is the result? I go to town
snd go and work for myself because | am starving; they are
not feeding me.

In the olden days, the idea or law or custom amongst
the Natives - call it whatever you like — was this, if a man
marriea a woman he marries the woman to feed him, and he, in
turn, is subject to the chief or king and he is called upon
to do anything by the head of the tribe - and the woman haa
to find the food. Supposing there was a bad seagcn and
there waa no food, then it was the duty of the husband or
father to turn out one bea”t or two and go and buy food and
bring it home for the rest to live on. What do you find
now? The court is the husband of the wife; the court is
the father of the daughter. They run up there for their
olothing and food. That 1is the legislation thst affecta ua
It is ruining us; It brings the people into to*n. I was
told by a gentleman living here who has taken the trouble to
go through the suburbs of Maritzburg - that he found loose

women — about 800 of them - in Pietermaritzburg alone; that

is, Natives.
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GHMRMANI How dId he distinguish the loose women
from the others to the tune of 800 7- I do not know. That
la what he told me. I did not aay | knew myself.

We cannot acoept s figure like that without some evidence
Does s loose woman look different from any other wcren ?-— What
they call s loose woman is this — we reckon she la a loose
woman if she lives with a man not as hia wife. Now, 1| will
deal with the beer question before 1 oloae .

There is a law here about beer. The beer was thm to
benefit the Natives, when it was allowed to be brewed and sold
by the Municipality. I remember distinctly when Sir Frederick
Moore went to Durban and spoke to them about it. that he was
going to allow it to be done. That is being done, but | do
not think the Natives benefit at all. I deny that they do.

If the beer waa to benefit the Native, the only way | myself
think it should be done is for a Company to be floated and to
allot the Natives to take shares in it. Let the beer be
sold and the money go to the Natives. Why 1 say that la
this. Hundreds of thousands of pounds are being used in
building these huge barracks in Durban. On whose land? The
Corporation land. What | understand of the law is this;
if anyone builds his house on anybody else’s land, then the

house belongs to the owner of the land and not to the perscn

who built it. If that —~oney is being spent in building
these huge barracka, for whose benefit is i1t? That of the
Corporation. B44tae» $hey should have used the money to

buy land for the Natives and then put up cottages, aa in Marita—
burg, and If 1 went there and took one of the cottages, by
paying this rent | am aimply buying the cottage in which I
am going to live and would/then have a place where to go.

THB COMMISSION A? 5*20 P.M. UNTIL FRIDAY

10TH APRIL 1931 = ———————
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