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You will recall that aoon after that Maonbli conference

e+ k«d at Oitenhaga , the government of ihie country fcrgugn ita

f, * TeK
appropriate minietera tofck , again t ion of our Mat prominent members ,
, certain atepe designed to cripple the work of our organiaation . In

the firet place two of our moat truated leader* $ namely Dr. J. L. |+ NJongwe
e ear Yiae—Preaidant — and Mr. R. k* llatji ,OMt Frovineial fecretary,

aere banned and more called upon to reeign from the A.N.C. and a number of
ether organisations apparently cboaen at random by the po*ere that be.

It la aot necessary for ne to remind you about the valuable aerfieea ehich
these Sona of Africa had rendered to our organiaation ia the Cape. One

day when the atory of the freedom meveaeat ia tenth. Africa is fully told,

a* it auat and will be , their names will rani high among those eho by

their selflesa devotion and their undoubted gift for leaderehip advanced

our aeuae by an appreciable amount . No tribute that we can pay them

ean be too high . It is_of course impossible for any hinister to ban
< T+

anybody from the A.M.”g Ao far aa the A.it.C. ia concemed these Sona

ef Africa are still meiabera of our oganiaation with their nan.es written
indelioly not on bite of paper which can be confiec»ted but in the
hearta of their people where they are beyond the reach of governmental
interference . Their enforced inactivity speaks louder to the meabara
of the A.N.C. than any actions of their own . The banning of these
Sona of Airica was followed by the deportation from iiast London of
MT..A.3. Owentahe and tr..3.11. Lengiai f iithout bringing any c»rge

founded or unfounded agaia t them the Governor—-Oeneral exercieine the
e

I".ers granted to him under that notorioua law - the Native Adadnistretion
Act 36 of 1927 — —to reaove any Native from any plate to any other place ",
decided to remove them to dif"erent parte of the Northern Tranavael , there

to live among people among whoa they would preaunably be unable to

exerciae any influence in favour of the principles for which the A.N.C.



. Deportation 1. on. of the Im nit penaltlea .hicn oan bo

l.peeed on an indlviduol b.o.u.. ho la aaparatad tnm tba meaben of hi.

foully tod la d.prl.ad of hi. ooraat—Maaa «f itaaUk*04.« ——xt'la a

fam of puni.ta.nt .hlcn la daalgnad to braak tba aplrlt of tba Individual

*OM.rnad and to con,rt hin, Inti a aort of aplnalaaa l.di.lduol . But

African baroaa .ho ha*a bad thla traataant sited oat to tbaa he,, not

raaotad a. th.y ,.r. a,Paot.d to Th.y pro..d th.M .1,.. trua

araa ta ahlcb tba, have baa.

ion. of Ifrica .bla to adnpt th.«..l,e. to an,

eant and to preach tha goapal of freedo, n N N

..00g p«,pl. .boa. l«0O<u.ga. and cu.t«. .ara atranga to tba. ,thay he,,

found that tba language of fraedo. ia irteli”ible to. op ra.aad paopla*.

Tba ra.ult la that our coll.agua A.a. Oaantaba bn, had to

o.ery.her.

ba raooyad fro. tba araa to .hiob ha ... arlgin.ll, t0 SDOth.r .bara

It la bopad hi. aiil ba 1... eff.cti,. . b. ,, douM

a. to .hat rill happen tbara .hila 1 on thla .object 1 «ot to remind
you about tha duty .. ... tO0 th... . ». >ou n

Mda by tba A.k.C. to a.cura th. ra.ci.aion by th. Supreme Court of th...

d.port.tion order, ahlch M beli.v. to b, of doubtful l.gmty . Tht

ra.ponae of our brnnoba. our ap,aal for contribution. to.arde tha coat of

th... application, baa b.en ,ry gr.tifylng but .u.t not lo.e sight of

the fact that provi.ion JB* 10 bo mad. for malnt.nanc. erf auppnrt of our

deport.d fri.nd. and an, donation. ,,«!.!1 . tra.pr, d for tni. purpoi# *

.ppr.ci.t.d and .11. bo for«rdeo to t.Wuhout d.l.y rimll, o, th.

.object of deportation. 1 —,t v nt.r tOth. Co.fi,».,, OfF our

Pr.aidant—C.neral , chief *.j. Luthull tO th, of ~

end to th. ben inpo.od on our

»1d that/th. t.1la.t fee. that b... t. h»r th. f.re. ofth.

trong.at bla.t. of th. .Ind. . I, th. .ildeme.a ahlch co*pri,. th.
Moth ifric. 1, ahich .. t,to, th. A.k.c. A ws A

tr=°* *nich H° t0 b,—r tn* of thi< *tonmmy p»piod



But not only has the hand of the governnent of the Shitea restsd
heavily upon the 1>adsrs to whom | have referred and upon others to whom
I could refer — our hate go ofl to all of then but the ordinary oonon
people have also felt the slings”of the outrageoue fortune which is theirs
in the land of their birth - Need 1 remind you about what has happened
in the Sestern Areas of Johannesburg - the City of Sold «hioh would have
bean nothing but a mudheap but for the blood ,sweat «wnd toil of thousands
upon thousands of Africans . For generations the flower of African
jrouth have gonS dowhiuto the bowels of the earth there to run the gauntl* sf
industrial diseases , mutilating accidents and cruel masters in order to bring

to the surface the wealth which has nmxtde Johannesburg tbs richest city sn the

African continent . There in that City for which thousands of thea tevs wide

the supreme sacrifice f the Africuns found thsmselves both wanted and
unwanted ,with no place in *hich they car?iave a secure and a permanent hcae
From ths Sestern Areas in which they have lived under indescribable
conditions of filth and squalor for reasjns beyond their control they ars .now
being b}undled out at the point of tho gun to Meadowlands with n</;|'p7ospect of
security AS sure as the sun risss in the £ast tai in a few years time
some new pretext will be conjured up for removing them from Meado«laods
to some othei” area . Not even in the sky is the African safe from ths
designs of thoss who will not rest as long as there is some African who has s«a»
place in which he can lay his hsad.Aa real . Africans who had no mars
respectable place in which they could be housed than the roofs ef flats
havs become guilty of the offence of creating "locations in the sky— and they
srs to be bundled out of those roofs into ths "sits snd service" nigger—
heavens which arc being creat'd in diffsrent parts sf tbs country

Not only in ths Vestsrn arses of Jshaanssburg but sveryifcer* * #r,
African* t»ve settled down ,esquired properties at gweat sMt is thsaselvee aMi
b*ilt theaaelves such ham, as thsir — gre rse.urs*. psmitts* . thsy are
confronted with ths spectre of compulasry rsasval - it is not only

Africans As arw bsiag subjected to this ssnse sf issscurity



la the A.\H.C. have Ot*ya i«laUlIMd that the tjrp* of trvata*at

« e

»ttt*4 ort to ifrIMM con.titut.a the jirlitlik f*r th* right* if other

e**gj*** *f th* pepulati*a . u th* past *th*r eection* *f th* popalati.n

eajoyed h*ttar right* thaa th* Afrioeae aad ioa* *f the”ere inclined t*

adopt aa air of euperierity toeard. Afrioeae - They appeared to believe

heppeaed to Africene could atv*r happ*a to thaa « Xa*t*ad *f

helping Afrioaaa to protect and dafand thair aaagra right* aa thay «*r*

ayatamatioally kittled dotn by l.gi.lation yaar aftar year $ thay laft

thaa to th*ir oen davioaa and aequiaacad in tha gradual diaaaitioa of their

righta . than ifricano loat their land rlghta in 1*13 t it looked aa

if only African. could be treatad in that e»y ¢« When African. loat their

franehi.. righta in 1936 many of the peopla »ho ia 195% are buay
erganieiag protoat meeting about the antraaehed alauaea of the conatitutioa

cere only too glad to give the goyernnant of the day the neeeeeary t.o—third*

majority to deprive African, of their righta . After all only African

righta ware involved It never occurred to th.m than that the entrenched

olauaaa repreaantad a pledge of honour to dafanealeea and voicele.. people

Depriving m.r. —Kaffir,” of their right. ,ot .uch . bad thing aft.r all

a0l some of their .o—-call.d fri.nd. a”“red no effort in an attempt to

p.rauad. African, than that th. ay,tern of ..p.r.t. r.pr,..ntation

introduced in 1936 aa. better than th. franchiaa ofth* Co”on roll .hich

they had anjoyad before . In 195; it ia not only the Coloured, .ho .r. faced

with th. proapect of being giv.* —.offlething bjtter" tha. t*"y *ve had

hitherto . oth.r a.ctaon. of th. population .ill b. giv.n , teat, of

lan.thing better" . The Appellate Diviaion quorum Bill and th. ».*t. BUI

and other, .till to com. coratitut. a "siting « tb. mll - ,, o~ b#

Daniel to interpret . The mill, of Ju.tia. 11*. the*, of Ood grind .lo.ly

but they grin< ..,eeding fin. . Th. p#opl. In 7~

- for generation, have liv.d i~rf.ct .ef.ty among million, of Africa*,

end have been treated 11* princ.. ** . T.ry —— did th#y 2~ n
deprived ef one right after anothar t
% ,

*h*° th#ir Afri°*n

» . —nr deprivation *ic h the Afrlea,. " rr*



u* fMIf Wt«M! then and tho African* ,

.............. " hyr " *' Fy' — 11— —Tar?*,. R rod., Z ~
U . tha witta, 1I. mll . ,wo o MMfort th#y b<#>
ooaurod that for thoa tkr. .<ll w *ke
will c©» do oompuloory rmrii , but a gradual
dUia«ti,. .luin.tlo, of .hit. i. th. Tr.o.1.1
Thar. *11 oo doubt b. Uric... ,ta rtu b. tu.0 u bj Ui
s e o « « « —-—P~-U ..rt f.r t,.
Afrloaaa V thara iu b. . f.. .Itrm tr.di% h>r> » n t
P—t boro or a post thara for oo»o Africa h** A~ n
e but *#>»1*mo tkfe action *111
N N N

- MP. th, pU. 00. woog upon inoth#r n

Paopla aba ha,a had Mr. ,h, th.lr ,* r ., ,rMf. In tMj Muotrj

“right.” loth. Traooial ,

~ o yl0e th*' * f~*
aa.ar up f.r ,h. t n ud Bf> ioii<s ta » N NH#
ebala . Cr cu”. hotl f.. .i..ribl. prtTll.s.. 10 wrw of . utlrifriM
f*r full °Ui—- “ hiP L = D e . Our owo. Itlon

e Tranakai proposal i. act ba.ad on ,ny doubt regarding tho ability of

on th. oontrary it i. bocauo. — bolio*. th. t

th. Africa, to govern hiao.lf |
N

Am,.— tog.th.r .ith fre.d« IwlIDIl p.r>0,, fro.sth<r »
o”ould govern tho wholo country”~T'that *e .r» nn+ )
Yy , Xnat »e aro not proparod to aocopt thi.
graphical eircuMoription of hia ri%ht to ahar. _
t aharo in tho govaramont of tho
soustry * 4
0th6r dU‘bUIltie, "hiCh “ th“ to —_ — for Africaaa
t# Ith,, ..c, _ . n

*** _r. troiuolly t.log

eupb.mlatlcalljr o.Uad popuUtloo ,,,l.tr.tiM u t,.

J * th* * “ e « .

«
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tapping of telephone *anv*r*ations -« Th**s art vieryfey
No«ma*M to which th* Africaaa hav* b*eoa* f la m s*ne* f noouatoa*d , aad

*h*th*r th*** are evidence. of » foil®, «ut* er *t th* tn eerUinlj the narks
J

someon* «*11*d th* prison house which one* our country e

But easily th* biggest thing that has happened to African* sine* last

*x b**n th* tranefsr of African schools to th* control of th* Bantu

MuoatUa Division of th* Nativs Affairs Department sinss April 1, 1J5; it

*x knowl*dg* that th* object of thi* transfer is to Mi* Bantu Bducatiaa tbs

haadaald*n of th* policy of white supremacy . s« have b**n r*mind*d ad aau**aa

that p*m*n*nt shit* baaskap is”~f ba th* ksynot* of Union Native polioy

That policy cannot of courss t b*com* permanent unl**s it is accsptsd by tbs

p**pl* stfhom it is iapos*d . Son* mathdd oust thsr*for* b* dsv i*»d of conditioni*

th* Afzlsaa to naks baaskap acc*ptabl* to him - On ths principle that ths
child is fathsr to ths man th* apostlss of baaskap belie** that if th*y can
condition th* AfricanAth*ough * special system of education prepared for

hia , if they can give him the right environmental aad other studies , he will

groj up into a man »ho will willingly adept the status accorded to him by his

bite master* . Now a systsmatic process of conditioning to control the minds

of peopl* in *uch a *ay as to make them react the way they are expected to

ia quit* a possible thing process of conditioning combined -dth a

systematic control of the mass media of communication such as the Press ,

the wireless ,, literature , the oiaeca etc. plus the rigid stamping out

of all,those who deviate froi*he official policy can produce the neceeeary

servility in the population for which it is intended It b»s beun done

before aith highly civilised and educated natione It *+« done in Na.i

Germany . It wa. don* in Fascist Italy and Fascist Spain . Iv.n ir*h*

e0o—*all,d fr*. countris. , it i. co«non knowledge thet th* mass media of

c— unic.tion and propaganda are widely uaed to destroy freedom of opinion,

speeeh and action Independent thinking has alwys bean regarded by rulers

as a dangerous thing to encourage among the oosaon p*opl* , |

In oth*r words look.d at fro. th* point of vi*. Of th# b*li*v.r*

* —up u u UBI.N ,.rtr. t. t.k. th th. ,oluaerr



neceeaarily tMntbl* to the dictatea of the baaakap achoo} af thought and
to plaee thea in tha oara of handpioked African* who ara praparad to play ball
vith thair aaetera, aaa*The offlean of tha gevarnaent have baan at paiaa to
ftxplaln tha”Bantu * aducation will ia ao way ba inferior to tha education
fmilutly (lvan to Africana . la fact they go so far an to nay that no
ayatem of aducation could ba woree than tha ayatem that haa hithorto exieted
in Afriaaa achoola - Ba that aa it nay . Vhat no officar haa darad to
eootradiot ia that tha ne» ayatem ia intanded to do battar dtot the previoue
ayetao had not baen abla to do wall anough for tha liking of tha apoatlaa
af Afrtheid , hamely to produca a raca of docile Afrioana willing to accept
tha atatua ac-corded to them by tha leas of tha white man -

Now tha African National Congreaa doaa not and never will

accept the concept of white supremacy - The white nan can go on believing

that ha ia a auperior being if he ia content to aubacribe to illuadione
which fly in the face of reality . But then he wanta the Africans themselves
to ao.ept th se illusions tit is nec.ssary for ua to remind him , that we have

lived long enough with hii“Lu this country to know that he is Just an ordinary

aortal no better and no worse than the ordinary r{n of men . The African

Ifrtional Congress ia o; .osed to the system of Baniu education tecawaa of the
r_

principles and policies under-lying it o It ia not going to be mialad by

the elaborate facade of so-called "history mailing”" Bantu School Boards

School oorrtitteaa t Secretaries t sub-inppectorships etc. Not ia it
impreaaed by the glowing reporta regarding the ready co-—operation of Africans
of all gradea ii*“the new system of education * Jfivery scheme designed to

daprive Africans of their rights has always been accompanied by aimilar

fanfarea of trumpata t but with the psaaage of tiae ita real nature haa coaw to
light and the propaganda h*s turr.ed out to ba sofcnd and fury aignifying nothing
but Bleary - The South Africa Act ~ tha.Natives Land Act of 1913

, the

Native Affairs Act 1%2c # The Nativea Urban Areaa Act 1973, Tfea Native Taxation

»d Bov.lop.nt Act of 1,25 |, tho Itati.oo > .,r ., ,UtU, *ot of 1,36



the Vatlves land and Trust Act, 1936 t the Bantu Authorities Ad.
of 1961 — a** and all were supposed to usher in the nillenlua ,
%out the Africans who# have to live under these laws alone know a*
what they have meant and have done to African society

The African National Congress is quite unrepentant in 1%
attitude towards all these law? and will continue to fight
again t them « The same applies to the Bantu Education Act - But
la our campaign against these laws
engaged in a long struggle . Any idea nthat victory will be
obtained overnight is * shful thinking of the worst type - We
are dealing with a well organised powerful and relentless
group which will stop at nothing to achieve Its aims - We
have deliberately chosen non-violence as the basis of our aethod
of struggle | a »«thod which requires a high degree of discipline
and a highly developed sense of responsibility -

Various methods have been suggested for dealing with the

situation created by the Bantu Ed cation Act -

In the first place Africans throughout the country whet™ar
they beloig to the A.tf.CZ or not dre unanimous in condemning
the principles and the policies ufl erlying "Bantu Education -«
There are no Africans who belle ve in the ldea that their children
should be sent to school in order that they should become better
servants of the white man . For them as for all parents their
object in sending the ir children to school is to enable them to

prepare themselves for a wider not a narrower sphere of life, for
an enhanced not a tbmr status , for greater freedom and not for
more subservience . How then are Africans going to prevent Jheir
children from suffering the fate that is prescribed for them ?
There are those who say that Bantu Education should be
fought again t from within . In othe r words what is suggested hea
is that African parents , teachers and children should, while

Appearing to accept Bantu Education , engage in a widespread
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mpaign of sabotage of the system . The rambera cf the
school ® moittees and school boards should discharge their
duties in such a way as to make the system unworkable - Th*
teachers should expose every unt™frtfa contained in—~th« syllabus
th#y are auppoeed to follow and SrnSm » e children they teach
with the spirit of freedom end opposition to”the conception of
white supremacy . Inn this way it is believed the whole
superstructure of Bantu Education would eventually crumble like
the walls of Jericho . To those who intend to fi“ht. Bantu

Education in this way we can only say that we do not envy then*

chameleon—-like roie which they have chosen t®, play . We can onl>
wait and see hew they will preserve their will to fight f® m
within

Then we hbve the cynical school of thought which aonf/te
of individuals who intend to maketh® most of any benefit? ,
reterial or otherwise,that happen to be aseociated with the new
syptem of Bantu Education . For them it does not really matter
what the content a Eantu Eia cation is . They are concerned
with npkir.t, the most of it tfiile they can by feathering their
own nests end cue ar™out as soon as they have to . Such
individuals , of ooure , mafce no p—etence of fighting agaiB t
Bantu EAcation ¢ but want to exploit it to the full for their
personal benefit . Any African who can gain any advantage
out of the whiteman is welcome to it t but when he does eo at

the expsnse of his fex™ow Africans , he mue t remember that the

Bufferings of his people will be on hie head . So members
of school cormittees and school boards, cake the most of euch
opportunities as are to be ted . Teachers and supervisors(take
the promotions which are available uftder the new system but
remember that man <>es not live by bread alone and beware of
selling the birthright of your children for a mess of apartheid

pottage - s —

11/ oo



Then there are other, who look upon the » « eyetem <t

education ae providing the Afrl can people with an opportunity of

capturing the whole echool system by getting Into all the h* key

positions In school coomitt.ee , boarda , staffs ate. and once

having done that turning the whole syeiem Into* a Ui*rflil arm of tht

liberation movement . This will | suppose ceil for the crestlon

of a kind of Broederbond to < rect this necessarily underground

The African National Congress hss adopted the total with-

drawal of African children from Bantu Schools as a » thod of fight*ng

again t the Bantu Education Act . The A.N.C.

has , as ur”ai

not indulged in any condemnation/, of those who have decided on -As

different ways of fighting Bantu Education mentioned above , but

haa rather put forward Its own programme . This is—to entar* on

on a campaign of jstrsuading African parents to withdraw their children

from schools under the control of Dr. Vermerd and the

establishment of alternative cultural , recreational and social

activities for such children In doing this the A.N.C. Iss as as

usual chosen the hard road’. That this road is not an easy

one has been realised by those who.understandably impatient to be *

rid of Bantu Educatiin as soon as possible, decided to embark

upon spontaneous local campaigns The experience gained from

the csmpaigne conducted in Benoni and other area, have made It

plain that a mighty organisational effort is required if the A.N.C.

[ is to achieve success in this campaign . We stall have to close

our ranks , get rid of mutual recriminations rmon” ourselves

\ beware of the activities of sgents—provocateurs whose aim is to

Uduc, division end confusion , and to intensify our probanda

efforts and follow the directives of our

Nstlonal Executive

be for this conference to consider ways and nrane of mekine

tkl. campaign the effective blow for freedom which

it ought to be



For its success this cempaign will naturally depend upon the
co—-operation of Africann parents <« If we fail to per*iade
them that withdrawal is the right road to take , we shall have
to consider alternative methods of defeating the Bantu Education

Act | but defeat it we must -
4

It is hardly neceseary for me to point out that the
A.N.C. stands for fuix educational opportunities for African
children . The A.N.C. hae always been in the forefront of the
battle for better educational facilities for African chiddren ,
better terms and conditions of service for African teachers
and a greater share of responsibility lor African parents as far
as management and control of schools for their children ie
concerned . The A.N.C. stands for free, compulsory education
and the assumption of xtaia financial responsibility by the
state for the edi cation T5f African children in the same way as is
done in the case of children of other sections of the population
Under the Bantu Education as you know , the Union ”“overact nt has
not accepted responsibility for the financing of the educati. on
cf African children but has limited its responsibility to an
arcount of 6 end a half Million pounds . The government has
given itself the right of 100% control of African schools
Nobody will be allowed to run a school as defined in the Act for
African children unless he k*e the permission of the Minister
of Native Affairs to do a . The rngt of any group—, cf
parents to establish a school Cvr their children and to raise
fuid s for this purpose has been taken away from them . Mary
an Affcican child hae begun his education in a private school of
this type . With a population such as ours where the rajority
of children of school going age (60%) have no school
facilities the right of people to be free to add to the meagre
facilities for their children is of great importance -

The status of the teachers under the Bantu Education Act
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1. wore* than that of any group of un.kili.d work.r. Fro.

baing re.p. ctable prof.e.ion t.aching in AT* can schools has

almost m.nial . T.ach.rs h«. b.an convart.rt into y.s—«.n
to and sundry , who must loo. avar thair ahoulrtars .ver”~tim.
thw

—1.h to .xpr.ss an opinion on public affair. thaa. man

and woaan who by thair d.votion to duty and a.lf-sacrificing eefvi.e
ara largely responsible for~rogr... which I. a to data b.e, mad.

in African education ara InrTtli future to be treated aa if they

conatitute a potentially '"subversive- element . We have full

confidence that th. najority <f African t.acher. .ill ignor. th.

ridiculous regulations framed for them under th. Bantu Education

Act Mid gat on with the business of educating th. African * ild

for a free soci.ty and not ftr a siave society aa contested by

.,V the Act . Although they will have to Keep their nouthe shut, "

nobody except themselves can Keep their * arts closed as far aa /

th. welfsre of their people , who will not be unaware of *hich

teachers are wvi t), then and which aga»it them

Dr. Vervoerd , who has confidence in his own word has

threatened that even— African child withdrawn from school as a

result of boycott opposition ,*«. to the Bantu Education will be

refused all further educational opportunities or rather will be

such opportunities as he has to offer

As you know in the Transvaal over 7,000 children in **

thffand have been placed in this position and in spite of

tearful pleas by deputation of so—-cned -leaders'who tin* pride

themselves aa having lost the will to fight for their rights which

they .ay they once had , Dr. Verw.rd has turn.d s d.af ear to an

th.ir appals and advl sed them to go to the A.N.C. and ask the

the A.N.C. to .ithdraw its boycott resolution which is hanging

like a sword of laaocies over African schools These emsaaries

of Dr. Verwoerd have not yet approached the A.N.C. but they had

bett.r b. pr.par.rt for th. rec.ption th.y will receive . Th.
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A.N.C. 1» not in the habit of allowing ita policy to be dictated
by nlniaterial threats . Tha withdrawal resolution was adopted
by tha National Conference of the A.N.C. f our supreme legislative
body and only that body can decide Whethér or not to abandon that
resolution , and my suspicion is that the activities aid threats of
the Minister of Native Aifairs will strengthen rather than weaken
the determination of the A.N.C. to go on with ita campaign . 60%
of the African children of school—-going age are without educational
facilities of an} sort , and we are not impressed by Dr. Verwoerdfe
ded don to deby a further 7,000 children axx further educational
opportunity . As the j**rs pass urder the>«* dispensation even
our deputation friends will cone to realise that education for
ignorance ix and for inferiority 1in Verwoerd's schools is taxfctu
worse than no education at all . It is the future of the African
child , not the present , which must be safeguarded . The African
fight for the Education cf the children has been a long and

painful one . Thst fight has been concerned not only with the
erection of school buildings which have largely been provided

out of the * agre resources of the people . For many years
African perents had to provide the money for the payment & teache**’
salaries and for the provision of eqjipment by means of school fees
and <« ntributions to concerts and other tfund-raising efforts
organised by the teechers . It is only recently thst Africans
have been relieved of the burden of payiig school-fees and other
charges . African parents have also had to fight to see thpt
their children are not fobbed off with an inferior system of
education . They have had to be vigilant and to examine every rew
scheme introduced into African educational system to satisfy
themselves whether it was a forward or a baclcward step . Every
move which they have regarded as backward move has in the lot™ run
been defeated by the people . Attempts have been made in the pet
past to give us m*lical aids instead of medical doctors ;
agricultural demonstrators instead of agricultural”®officers; scho#/

farms instead of schools ; native teachers certificates instead
1S/.



teachere certificates - Some of these anacielly adapted

courtaa have been succeefully
*

have tad to be abandoned . But in

impoaad on the African t other*

«

every caae the African has had

to put up a fight for hie education The position which

has been created by the Banti Education Act is nothing new * It

it simply a more comprehensive and ruthless attack on the

African educational system which wi”L set the clock beck for many

years but which win not deter us from our main purpose , nare-ly

to light'for the pisd nf of the education of the Afd can * 1id on

a eound basis . That basis will be determined by the African

people themselves who will co-operate with schemes which are for

thair benefit but will withold their co-operation from schemes

which are designed to make them into tools *r the ends of others

Sona people are of ccurse overwhelmed b; the fact that the

govemnt nt possessed the funds necessary to enable to carry

out their schemes and the peo” themselves hfve not got the

money to enable them to fight *** But money is not

everything . Peopxe in different parts.,of the v;orld , not

excluding South Africa , have shov.n before nov. that financial

resources enl the instruments of force art not sufficient to

overcome a people's will to resist what they believe is not in

their inerest For that reason we are not afraid of the Bantu

Education Act ; we know that in the long run it will be defeated

by the will of the people to resist the evil doctrine of white

supremacy

The African H*ticnai CongreaE stands for a free South

Africa for a free people who enjoy equal righte whateger their

colour , race or creed . It

ie for that reason that we are
ippoaed to the narrow nationalism which would eecK to create a

caate eoci.ty in South Africa with an apex of a minority of so-—

called retional-oinded whites tkxngfc with varioue grad.a of



underlings ranging from so-called un—national minded whites
through Coloureds , tlndie®™ and down to Africans below them *
That kiind of 8outh Africa has no future in the modem world -
Slowly but surely the people of South Africa will come to realise
that they lave been led up a blind alley far too long and that they
M t oake a right—about—turn end m rch out of this seperation-
ist blind alley into the larger freedom which is the destiny of
man . The michty Congress of the People to be Itlid in/
Johannedb trg this month is a step in that direction . Ttaaw. a
vast concourse of peoples drawn from every racial group aifl from
every part of the country will gather and will speak freely to i
South Africa and to the world about the kind of South Africa theyI
would like to s=< est+>liehed in this oountry - The freedom
Ck*ter which they will draw up will sound a dream to the reactio— j
ary elements which have been in the ascendacy for too long in this;
country , but the wvi sion which the Congress of the Peopia will
set before the people of South Africa will with the pasrage of time
teasme c> arer and clearer and will set before all goals for
which to strive in the years thet lie ahead . We congratuia te
all th<ase who have vorkad hard to bring this campaign to a
successful culmination and wish the Congress cf the Feopie the
success their efforts deserve . Unlike the exclusively white *
Parliament which is just about to conclude a session in which
it lias as usual broadcast dragons teet”™ from whicfc this unhappy
land will reap an ever more dolefUl cf*op , this Parliament of the
People will vie have no doubt send a message of hope to every home
in South Africa

The present seasion of parliament has bean renarkable
for the ocanrer in which the ruling party has expo ed the nakedre ss
of the policies of the oppisition parties and especially that

of the Unitedxprtjr .~arty f which has not yet learnt the lesson
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that theymri.ll. never return to power by trying to out—Nationallst |

the Nationalists « Only a party with a policy dianetricaliy |
opposed to that of the Nationalists party will ever remove them
from office - No auch party has yet emerged from among the

fu |

people who »e0°y franchise in South Africa - Such a party

when it eventually does et» rge wilj probably fee in the wilderness

for soiax time , but it will be th< only pa:tyAV\)/)ith a future in
S*A. and will ® natitute a genuine alternative government to that
of the Nationalist party . It is sudi a perty and such a party
alone which will be able to preserve South Africa not for white
civilisation , but for civilisation as such - J

In oona usion | £l oukd like to say a word of thanks to tie
members and officials of all branches of the African Nati onax
CorgresS as well fs to the renbere of the Provincial Executive
for the menner in v-hich they hawe performed their duties
throughout the year . They have laboured under great dificulties
In as»any centree public authorities have “»ne all they © uld to
hamper the work of the orger is ation through the prohibition of p
public meetiigs , through police interference wi th our meetigs |,
by removing our members frd officials through bannings end deportafc. i
and by invxI®*ng our members in litigation over trivial offences |,
ail of v.hich actions might have intimidated a les? determiie d peopia.
But our orgaiisation has foone from strength to strength. Our
membership continues to increase and the assage of freedom which
we preach continues to win adherents even beyond t. e ranks of our
paid—up member* ip . We know that those who are not agdiet us
are for us but we are out to save tin* even those who are against
us, fcm the bondage in which they yould like to keep all of us -

j the bondage of mutual fear end insecurity in the land of our birth.
I would be failing in my duty if | did not conclude with a per®© nal
word of thanks for the loyalty and ® nfidence which you have

reposed in me during my term of office and ray colleagues in the
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