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I n March 1870, the authorities of the S.A.~epublic on its western borders 
again called upon Molema, who was now permanently at Mafikeng, to pay 
t axes toi their government. Again he refused and was supported by Montsh 
i v!a in t he formula that hte harolong were independent 4n in no way lia­
ble t o taxation by the S.A;'\'epublic. "If, said Montshiwa, "there is not 
soon made an end of this lawless matter, 1 sball be obliged to hand it 
over to Her Srittanic Majesty's High Commissioner, Sir ~hilip Wodehouse, 
with the ear nest r§~~ t to arbitrate between me and my most noble allies 

..- Slwrtly aoftel -t-his,~t1. , ~ . iUB- in :@e1?S'On and as 
t he question of ownership of ktB the diamond fields between the ' rt and 
Vaal rivers had given urgency to boundarme~ ±t~~hey agreed that a 
conference between a commission of the S.A . -epublic and all the chiefs 
concerned should be convened near Mafikeng with /a view to coming to a 
final settlement. 
In July 1870 Montshiwa gave wide publicity to the demands of the 
ublic, his rep~ation of their authority to tax him, his claim to 
country .mf.xNk:.tD ~~ilt¢RX~ the limits wherof he a ain 
defined. ' 

~. Shortly after this ( S~pt)Montshiwa and pretoriu~d an interview : 
duri. ng the course of whichreach saw a chance of receiving further proof ' 

. of his right to the diamondiferous district to which the desire of the , 
world was now turned, ~ 

'- The conference was duly held at 13uurmansdrift on the 15th N vember 
1870. The S.A. Republic was represented by pres~1 ~ . W.~retorius, Corom-Gen 
~aul Kruger, Hendrik Greef,Jacobws Snyman and fm~eothers , while the 
African chiefs present wer e Montshiwa, Moroka, XkaX Molema, Izaak Motlh­
abane, Makgobl, ~hoi and Matlabe of the Barolong; Moilwa of the Bahurutshe 
at Marico; Gaseitsiwe of the angwaketse at K'anye, and Andries Rey r epre­
senting Chief )David Massow at of the Korana at Mamusa, and the Rev J. 
Ludorf as interpretor, besides about twenty counsellors • 
In the conference, Montshiwa claimed for a~l the barolong clans the 

territory bounded on the north by the MOlopo R in the(whole of its course 
and also from its source to the source of the Harts R,~thence to the so­
ur ce of the Schoonspruit (Khing), and on thr east ( Kolong) 
by the Schoonspruit; on the south by the Vaal R down to its confluence 
with the Harts R and thence by a line between the Barolong and the Batl­
haping, On ~haNdx west by the illimitable Kgalagare desert. Of this 
domain, Moroka's share wa the portion between the Harts R. and the Sch­
oonspruit which he claimed as an inheritance from his forefathers, and 
was able to point to old ruins and remains of stone kraals a s evidences 
of id..x their former abode. 

Montshiwa's claim was honest and quite legitimate inasmuch as it 
represented what he considered truly to be his right, but he wenD on and 
alleged that Hendrik potgieter had in 1837, after the Emigrant Dutch and 
Barolong defeat of Mzilikazi, acknowledged the Barolong right to such 
land by a document, and that again in X&& October 1853 Jan Viljoen had 
~cknowledged this right and confirmed Potgieter's treaty. 
'rhe Rev J • Ludorf , chief Montshiwa' s missionary and advis r was undoubted. 
ly responsible for these claims which though they might be true in subs­
tance and matter of their admission by ~otgieter and subsequently by 
Viljoen, we r e ~ deliberately untrue as concerned their documentaryV 
by either rotgieter or Viljoen. It was crooked diP10maCYI \~hi~~~~' ~ 
Unfortunately the delegates of the S.A. Republic tried to c0t;t r by , 
~ another and gr eater crooked move. They produced a tr~y alleging 

wthat the countries of t he 13arolong had been ceded to the S.A •• epublic 
by the portuguese Government, who had bought t hem 280 years previously 

rom therempire of onomatapa\balf fabulou~ 
Matlaba 'stood up to say that potgieter had handed him the document in 
qyastion ambct~lURXgliXBX~mxMl8!'!"wks:~:fR in the presence 
of ~ ~aul Kruger's father, Gert Kruger , and also Ludewik Kruger, and 
that he had i1turn given it to Moroka for safe keeping . Moroka followed lnext to confirm MaHaba ' s statement, and to add that the ducmmaat had b 
been destroyed by fire together with his other papers and furnituri . 
~UxXAk1rlxxxx0Xsq:X~XXbl~.Gx~.t:k.aal:l:p;:z.~:irlBx.tk:tsx 
~iilf~irIix:bSl~XX.tkattx.tks.~.Gxx:irnJU~XfI8!FlRf1K:tU.RXX~~ 
~RBxf~'!"twgERXR \VheIefore the delegates of the S. A.Republic a~vised 
the Barolong chiefs to [~bmit to the jurisdiction of the Republic dwell 
peacefully with them] pay taxes and save their lands rom the Engl1sh. 
The chiefs were unanlmOUS in emphatically repudiating any authority of 
the Portuguese over themr country i n r ecent or remote times. As for 
dwelling tOJe t her, Montshiwa said II No one ever spannedin an ox and a 
donkey under .t}m: one yoke. II 

T.t.l~s the commission of the S.A. Rep and the chiefs could not come 
to ii~ent, they agreed to refer their dispute to a court of arbitrat· 

( 
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Accordingly thei a ddressed a leter to Lt - Gen Hay Her . ~ajesty' s High Comm 
s s ioner requesting him to· appoint twogentlemen as judges 

At the same time, on thet~~th Nov, they t addre s sed a letter of protes 
to His Excellency C.p . Ea~~na e Bosta, Governor of Quilimane: 

At a meeting held on the 15th and 16th Nov on the Molopo R with a cmnnn­
ission of the Transvaal lepublic over which His onour the State Presid­
ent of t he said Republic presided, a copy was produced of a ~reaty entere 
into between His Majesty the King of Portugal and the South African Repub 
lic whereby a new boundary lin2- is laia down between the alleged Portug­
uese possessions in the interior of Soth Africa and the Transvaal Republi 
and which treaty has been made the ground on which His ~ onour President 
Pretorius claims a certain ~ortion of our rightful territories, stating 
and asserting that thereby we had become responsible subjects of his 
state. Therefore we the ~xigNBNx united paramount chiefs of the sev­
earl arolong tribes write to your Excellency as the president of the ~mZ 
Portuguese Diplomatic Commission in order to record, with all due respect 
for your high position, for the government which your Excellency represe ­
nts as well as for t he government of the bouth African Republic - to FHXEF 
record we say our prote s t and nemonstration agamnst any transactions 
which would involve our liberty and property. Neither we nor our ances­
tors ever were subjects to the Crown of Portugal nor to the somewhat 
fabu~ous 'Empire of Monamotapa" from which it was . said that .dis Majesty 
the ~ng of Portugal had acquired by purchase a right to the interior of 

. South Africa. We cannot acknowledge any such rights over our persons an 
lands, and shall lay a formal complaint on this matter with Her Brittan 
in Majesty's High Commissioner for South Africa. iVe remain, sie, most 
respectfully, Your Excellency's obedient servants: 
l. r.Iontshiwa : Paramount Chief of the Tshidi Branch of the Barolong 
2 . Eakgobi :C~ief of the the Maebu Branch of the Darolong 
3.1mDoka :Paramount Chief of the Seleka ranch of the arolong 
4.Izaak Motlhabane:Chief of the Ratlou B2anch of the Larolong 
5.Gaseitsiwe :Chief of the Bangwaketse. 

To this protest arohona e Costa replied on the 36th Nov . He took excep 
tin to the the phrase "fabulous emp i re of Monomatapa lT , referred to the 
essent ial-~zHXSxmf lly secret nature of treaties and the impropriety 0 
giving publicity to them before their ratification, the necessit~ of de 
fining boundary lines betv'leen the possessions of His Majesty the King 
of Portugal in South Africa and the Transvaal, and finally repudiated 
any cession of foreign lands by his government, a d took his stand on 

-,-.._ thel rights 9f nations . \ 
W\\.'"' [ , 0. I ~t-:.. r ~1,\JVj~aPtain of the Griquas at Griqua town 

~~~A territorial dispute of the sam~had been going on since 1867 between 
~ Nicholas Waterboer XNNxEx on the one side, and the Ora~ G 
Free State· on t he other in respect of the wedge of terrotory bet en tre 
co~luence of the Orange River and the Vaal . In the meantime, grea (18701 
diamond finds had been made at Pniel, Bulfontein, Dutoitspan and Do -
fontein within that Xx wedge , and thousands of diggers had rushed there , 
to ay ~he foundations of Kimberley try their luck and unwittingly 
.The Free State maintained that the g ourrd- was th~irs because it was inc ­
luded within the boundaries of the Orange River :::loverignty as defined by 
Governor Sir Harry Smith in 1848, and was in undisputed occupation of 
the Free State burghers since the trans ·er of the &mx~~~xtExxt±EN) 
ZExXRgxRBRBx£zaZBi~NZR~ country to the them by Sir G. C~erk in 1854 . 
Nicholas· la terboer who was represented by an , exceptionally clever and 
versatile Eur - African attorney by the name of David Arnot , claimed the 
land on the ground of inheritance from his father Andries Waterboer as 
well previous recognition "of sovereign and proprietory ri6hts in part of 
that area by the Oranger Bree Sga te government • ~ 

1r. Under these circumstance the claim ofNXthe ree Sta!~ / the Griquas to th 
~ diamond lands, a nd that of the Transvaal,the Barolong, the Batlhaping, 

and the Koranas to the adjo~ning lands were so inter!~g@~ as to form on 
large question • 
The ovmership of the territory in dispute between the Orange Free State 
and the Griqulls was still hanging fire when suddenly 11m the 25th Euguel' 
1870 XUfllhlclxhixxxbdmxxtm Nichol as Wa terboer ceded his claims t o He 1" Maj ­
esty the Queen, and requested that he a~d his people might be received 
as British subjects . In the fol l owing year , this erritory was annexed to 
the ritish dominions as Griqualand West . ~ 

4P. the beginning of 1871 Sir Henry Barkly the new High Commissioner 
l~t4f!sited the diamond-fields and there/ met all tne parties c l aimin , the 
'I\~~ fields - Pres .t>ret oriu~, the Chiefs rlontshiwa, Mor6ka, Phoi 0 the Baro ­
~1.1JJJI.long ; BotlhaS itseiY JantJe,Motlhabane and Mankurwane of the Batl haping 

ttl, and lUI. Nicholas a t erboer of the Griquas, together v{i th their agents 0 
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All of them having made their statements before His Excellency, he got 
them to agree ZEXa~~BB to submit their claims to a court of arbitration. 
Deeds of submission were accordingly dwawn up, and ±lm duly signed by t:te 
claimants._ The judges of the court were to be Anthony O'Rellley, land­
nrost of Wakkerstroom, on behalf of the S.A. Republic, and John Campbell 
magistrate of Klipdrift on behalf of all the other claimants, while Lt 
Governor Robert Keate of Natal was to be final umpire in case of disagr­
eement of the judges. 
The arbitration court spened at Bloehof on the 4th April ~lS7l Mo~tshiwa 

d~ waslthere, accompanied by ~~~ his bDDthers Molama and Rabod-
1e:~nd his counsellorsLashomo and Bogatsu, also Moroka f ThabaNcho , 
Matla of Polfontein and his brother Mongala, Isaac Motl ane of the 
Ma xa~x Ratlou at Madibogo with Phoi and Mmui 
an d . s missionary Joseph Ludorfl!. before a large 
crowd drawn by ~ interest or curiosit~. They had come by wagons, cape 
carts, on horseback and on foot. PrB~ . Pretorius and state-attprney F . 
Kelin appeared for the South African Republic ; Attorney David Arnot for 
XEBx~t~EKB Nicholas Waterboer and his GBiquas;Attorney D. C.Grant for 
the Batlhaping of Mankurwane, Attorney Carl Mathey for Chief Gaseits iwe 
of the Bangwaketse and zEEx~aXMa±N±x Motlhabane of a-Maidi/f 
For two months and two weeks the court heard and faithfully recorded the 
voluminous evidence, oral and documentary, given by an arm of witnesses 
As was anticipated, the judges disagreed, and the decision had to rest 
with the final referee - Governor Keate, which he gavep on the 17th Oct-

~ obe r lS71 It gave Waterboer the southern parts he claimed in the Oran 
~ 1 ge Free State and Transvaal comprising th·'- diamondiferous lands on both 

s ides of the Vaal at Dutoitsopan,DeBeers, Bultfonte in and YQmberley in 
in t he geographical Orange ]'ree State . The northern lines vl"ent to the 
Batlhaping and) the Barolong, the l atter being awarded a line from the so 
source of the Molopo R to the source of the tlarts R,thence to the source 
of the M:akvvassi spruit, and down Makwassi spruit to the Vaal R. It 
was but a few days after this award ~ was published that Sir Henry 
Barkly annexed Wa terboers countr-y as ~ Griqualand West , whi le his own 
name was perpetuated in the ~~ town formerly known as Klipdri 
fto 

The Batlhaping living on the northern banks of the Vaal r and at the 
junction of the Vaal and I~rts R were aggrieved a t Keates decision and s 
soon rose in rebellion. The Griquas oft Griquatown away to the west were 
a Iso resentful and rose up in arms. The South African Republic was un­
happy, completely repudiated t he award, blamed and cashiered its preside 
nt Pretorius , and settled down to defeat the award by deliberately igmor 

ing it and making it of no avail durin . subseqent ,)'earrs. Pres Brand of 
the Orange Free State protested vehemently against the annexation by 
ritain of territory he claimed against Waterboer . He finally received 

£90 , 000 to soothe bitter memories of the loss of this mixZ~±XZX~ 3,SOO 
sq ~iles of fabulously rich district ./ ~ 
Sir Henry Barkly sent :thB a copy of the decision to Ludorf at !\.lipdrift, 
who at once translatted its text into Tswana and sent~90piesthQ all 
~XWKEaxxEiEfBJ h~ clients- the Barolong,&batlhaping1Hn~ ~angwaketse 

r~~ "co. chief ~seitsiweijtlith covering letter urging them.Jo unite o "And now, 
".: .(I ~s: rulers of the Iand, I appeal to you. Awak~' in words reminisce-
#v ~ ~ nt of the prophet Isaiah) Arise and unite soon 
~ ~ 0/ befor e our trphy is torn asunder by wolves ;Come ye together, make prot-
\ ective laws;stop all breaches and gaps and close your ranks. Safeguard 
~ the heritage of Tau your ancestor. Hear ye all Chiefs: Come together 

and unite. TI 

Governor Keate's decision vas we lcomed by the arolong chiefs. ~ ~RX 
Ludorf and Montshiwa i n partiuular were delirio s wit~ joy. The former 
immediately drew up a mani 'esto 'and constitution for The United Barolo-
ng atEJi, Batlhaping and Bangwaketse l'lation tl ,established a consulate at 
Klipdrift, constituted himself the comm~ioner, representatine and dipo 
matic agent of the chiefs and convened meeting of a~l the chiefs conc-
erne d at Ta unO' • ~ I A~ I~'·r &' • A~ .. ~ ... , I} "'V' <tlA-tt 

. <..> V"'>u:"~,,, .• 'i wolJ1Jt"", 

In a letter to D.Arnot, Esq, Agent for the chiefs N. vVater 
boer and Mankurwane dated Nov st'bt from Klipdrift he states : fi No one can 

oW 
wish more than myself, that the various sections of the atswana tribes 
included in the new line may live in unity and peace, but also to com­
bibe in a general confederation against the common enemy, should they 
think it fit and proper to break through the newly fixt boundary li~ 
as I am sorry to say the Transvaalers make it no secret that such is 
the ir intentiono .We have on our side Sechele, and ere long also Mapela 
behind Makapanspoort besides others whom you know. II >-
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On the 16th November 1871 Ludorf wrote to Sir nenry arkly, outlining 
W J.a t he had done he continued II Awaiting the general meeting of 
all t he native chiefs whose territorial rights fa.Ll within the newly 

efined boundary line, I beg most humbly and gratefully to acknowledge 
in the name of the Barolong united, Bangwaketse and Batlhaping tribes 
whom I represent, the material service 1vhich Her Majesty 's government 
in South Africa, and more particularly Your Excellency in sactioning and 
constituting the Co~rt of Arbitration have rendered to these numerous 
tribes sp long oppressed by their white neighbours - the Dutch Emigrants; 
and I sincerely hope and pray that fkr most racious Majesty will con~i­
nue to befriend these orphans in keeping her soverei n and protecting 
hand over them for the future ." 

This was among the very last letters that the Rev Joseph Ludorf 
ever wr ote. He was soon after taken seriously ill and died at Dikgatlong 
on the 13th of January 1872, lamented by the chiefs and people of the 
Barolong and the Batlhaping. Mont shiwa in particul-ar was grieved .flit!! 
and said he had lost a friend who loved the Earol ong, and whom he loved 
as a brother, a man who could be i preacher, ~ doctor, mechanic, wagon 
maker and political strategist ~ writer by turns. II An indefatigabl 
worker of indomitable spirit, a talented lin "uist and may- sided man, ,the 
Rev Joseph Ludorf was a lover of the Batswana in general and of the Bar_ 
olong in particular. He had laboured among them at Thabancho, at Lotll~ 
kane and in echuana~and for more than a quarter of a century, and had 
identified himself with them and their interests in a manner witl1wwhich, 
even in those days of burning missionary zeal, liberal thoueht ~ phil­
anthropy and self- sacrifice it is difficult to find a comparison. He 
threw himself into their struggles with a courage and impetuosity, a dis 
regard for criticism and personal safety which are surprising to contemp 
late. But his )zeal sometimes outran his discretion, often clouded and 
deflected his judgment, or swayed hkm from the strAight path of absslute 
impartiality, justice and truth •• ~~lirt from Mont shiwa, Chief of the Tsh­
idi Barolone;, Ludorf was perhaps the man best hated by -'ehe citizens of 
the South African hepublic.lI ( S.M. Molema: Chief Moroka p.137) 

ByW:tfi the death of Ludorf, Montshiwa was left without an adviser 
who could read, explain and answer the letters now coming frequently 
from one or anoyher official of the B~XXixNxg0X~~ South African 
Republic or 2ritish government. He invited John Cameron, the son of 
the Rev James Cameron of Thabancho tORmX come and be his agent, but 
altough that person accepted the offer, he failed to turn up, and the 
chief had in the meantime to rely on the good services of the Rev. Jon­
athan ebb' wof the Wesleyan Church, who had just been apPointed~ 
nIabour among the rEshidi Barolong at Mafikeng and Moshaneng . 
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. Having forced Mathinus l:>retorius and his state a ttorney Klein to re sisn, 

the S.A Republic, by the Mnd of its acting president Daniel J Erasmus 
issued a proclamation repudiating the Keate Award on the ground that the 
Ex-president ~retorius h~d no authority to s ign the deed of submission. 
The burghers of the Republic were now unanimous in their desire to look 
for a clever man as their president, one who could competently argue an 
and defend their interest before an~ European council. They obtained him 
and on !;he 1st July 1872 ~~ Rev .fm[:m.RE:txThomas Francois Burgers of 

Swa'l\ Hanover , Cape Colony was sown in as ~resident of the S.A,Hepublic, tie wat 
was full of ideas, energy and promise, His first duty was to prov this 
to his electors by neutBalising the Ke te A~ rd and thus removin ~he 
dominant grievance of the Republic e prosesuted eme re'~ ch Into :> 
Barolong history, and discovered that there were several dlans- Ratlou, 
TshidiyMakgetla,Seleka and Rapulana in that order of senioeity, and that 
the principal chief of the senior ~ (Ratlou)clan was Moshete, but tha 
for some r eason that individual was not at the head of affairs in his 
clan, let alone amon the clans, but on the contrary he was working as 
a shepherd for a Dutch farmer - fieldcornet Schalk. He be~riended hi m,re­
leased him from his indenture, pl~~~a h im on his thron~and gave him a 
staff or sceptre/of kingshi p and~e~ him to cede- as tbfe senior chief of 
the Barolong- tne territorial rights of the Barolong to the S. A.Republic 
n l872~ , To make his case unassailable, ~resident Bur ers visited other 

chiefs of junior status to Moshete to urge them to cede theri territori~ 
rights i ndividually anr collectively to the S}A, Republic. On the 6th Dec 
ember 1872 he obtained ces s ion of territory from David Mass ou Ri et Taai­
bosch chief of the Keranas at IYlamusa ( later lm.OVIn as Schweizer Re neke) • 

.-0 n u e s of lily 1873, Moshete , now chief at I\hunwana cede hftl.e the 
( Ratlou territofY, on the 11th December, notlh~site senior chief of a sec 

I ~n of the Ba tlhapin8, ceded the Ba tlhaping lands • 
1£7 n April 1873 he visited Montshiwa ~E.R~ who was s ti ll living 

at Moshaneng in the country of the Bangi1aketse , an . t ried t o prevail 
'upon him t o repudiate the Kea te Award and to agree to a new line, as he 
said Montshiwa could neither ~move nor govern the Dutch- Afrkaners withi~ 
his line. The chief refused Burgers! overtures outright, and reported 
the event to Richard Southey, Lt - Governor of Griqualand, and Sir Renry 
Ba "t"kly the ~ igh Commissioner. . 1 

reso 3ubgers next approached ehief ~~tlaba of the junior (Rapulana) 
branch of t hr Sarolong, and succeeded in obataining a cessiono Armed 
with Moshete'g and Matlaba ' s ,deeds of cession, Burgers now issued a pro­
clamation on the 11th of March 18ry4 that all the te~itorial r ights of 
the Darolong are now by cession from the Paramount chief Moshete the ter­
ritori a l rights of of the SoA oRepublic, and tEE.t, therefore, all Moshete 
peIDPle , /' :1t~~~ldil1.~ Matlabab ,and his people are subjects of the S.Ao.{epub 
lic ri, ~ p~ moved Ma tlaba t s people into lecali ties clai­
ned and occup ed by Montshiwa f s peope at Polfontein. r.~ontshiV'la, of course 
innnediately fell upon lViatlaba, tieft 'up his son and other people, and cap 
tured several of his cattle, horses, sheep, goatsl and wagons. T~s com­
ing t o the ears of the S. A. Replic authorities, Samuel \re lvill~l'fCommiss -
ioner and agent af for lila ti ve Affairs ( S.AoRep) Li.c':.ten. UI'e wrote tc/'r~f.?'t 
Montshi wa at Moshaneng, and to Molema NEE at Mafikeng-IIMachavie( Matlab~) 
and his people are subjects of the Transvaal . Our eovernment have never 
yet acknowledged the award of Lt~ Gov •• ~olfontei ~ and the farms 
near it are on Transvaal territor ~;- ••• Injurte~o Matlaba or Moshete's peop 
Ie will be regarded as injurye~o the Transvaal and reta+iated ••• ~roperty 
captured and people taken from Matlaba must be restored. Matlaba f and 
T.1oshete's people have come to resirle at Polfonte i n by orders of the ~r.es 
ident. 

( By )V ::l ~of reply" High Cormnissioner Sir Henry Barkly l:ssued a proclama tio 
that ';f month o l Wherea s ••• , ~ )ans. wherea s ever since the Kea te Award 
became known the Government of the SoA . Heoublic has endeavoured to evade 
its effects by repudiating the acts of their president and by entering 
into agreement wIDth individual members or petty captains of tribes f or 

I the c.ess ion of rights and territories which those individuals have no 
I powe r to cede ; ( 10) and whereas under oov~r of such agreements er alleg-

lV ed agreements the President of the S. A. Republic for the time being has 
published a proclamation announcing tl~t the Territorial rights of the 
Koranna, Barolong and Batlhaping Tribes have been ceded to, and have now 
become the rights of the said republic •••••• Now therefore I do hereby p 
proclaim •••• that the territorial acquisitions to which the said SoAoRep 
ulic lays cla i m under and by virtue .of the alleged cessions made by pett 
captains and o:hers will not ~e recognised or respected unlees and until 
the award of t 11r late Robert Keate Esq shall have beeb first fair+y and 
:t~.ll .caVrried into executio • II .J. }I a.u ',,' /.,. .1.(,,,-, 

I.. IJ- ~. ( ({ , I I • 
----~ -~~~~--.----~--~----~~~~~--~~--



.. 

,£6 

. . . 

l(' • • • 



27 at ·xmmgtimes 
This wa s the commenceme nt of a long and/acrimonious corr espondence hR~ 
~RtxkiwaxaEMabout conflicting territorial c l a ims ,spoliations and 
re prisals be t ween Montshiwa and his people on t he one side, and the 
South African ~epub lic and its officials and subjects on t he other ~ 
Samuel Melvill: r epublican Agent of Native Affairs at Licheenburg; I . B. 
Roode: Fieldcornet at Rooigrond j C. R. Utto: Landdrost at Zeerust; I . B. Bant 
- jes : Acting Commissioner at Lichtenbur ;C . B. Scholtz : Republican, ExX 
then ri tish ~nd a~ain Re"publican Commi s sioner of Na ti ve Affairs at Lich 
tenbur g ; Commandant Hendrik Greeff of L.chtenburg ; Commandant Piet Cronje 
of ¥otchefstroom ; S.Swart : S.A. Republic t ate secretary;piet Joubert: 

Commandant General and Acting ¥resident of t he Republic and Thomas Burge~ 
himself: State ~resident. 
Necessarily, at the same time, Montshiwa carried on an equally large 
cor respon ence with the of fi cers of t he British government - Owen Lanyon 
Adminis t rator mf Gr iqualand We st; Richar d Southey: Lt . Governor of Griq­
aland Wes t ; C.C.Campbell : Ma gistrate of Barkly Wes t ; I.D. Barry: ActinG 
Administrator of Gr i qualand ~est; and a ain to Charles Warren and C.J. 

oysey british military commanders in Grmqualand ~lest ; "later toM . Osborre 
Government Secretary and Theophilus Shepstone: Administrator of Transvaa 
and still later to Evelyn Wood: Commanding Officer of ritish Foeces in 
Natal, and Georgw Hudson: British Resident in the Transvaal of the Retro 
cession period . The s e letters are in t he nature of complaints and report 
about t he c itizens of the S.A . Republici on the wes§ern boder,requests 8~ 
prayers for assistance and appeals for intervention and annexation. 

,....-_ ...... ----~ -.~. --... ~ -. ._ ... "' .... - -~' ---""--~--""-'--'" ;\ 
On t he 4th of Illay 1874, the Chief M:ontshiwa in council a \..:dressed Lt - Gov­
ernor Richa:bd Southey of Griqualand est: - " he time has now conm that t 

EVers have up their minds t o destroy us, and I now do humbly place myse 
-If under your) care and protection. I wish, great chief, that you would 
ask the great Queen of England to t~e me and my people to be her subj ­
ects, and to t ake my country t o be hers.I trust in ·you, and because the 
Boers a r e doJhnb their work so quickly, I pray, reat chief, that you wi 
wO~lt:.send me your a ent t o !3ake over my country as soon as poss i b l e . " 
A fewneayg !~ ij~t Montshiwa addressed a di gnified protest to Presiden 
Burgers: - "I MUntshiwa,C ef of t he Tshidi branch of t he Barolong, here 
by make known to your honour: 
1. That it has come to my knowledge tha Your Honour purposes locating 
at the fountain Bodibe 9¥olfontein) and ~oosedumane (Vleyfontein ) cert ­
ain Barolong and others not belon~ing to the Tshidi branch of which I 
am chief. 
2.That no one save myself and my government possesses any right to alie 
nate any portion of my country which is t he special i nheritance of the 
Tshidi Earolong. 
3.1 protes t formally against all acts and things that have already been 
done or may be in contemplation to be done,or which may her~after be 
done, whereby any attempts may have been made or may be contemplated or 
may hereafter be made to alienate or dispose of any portion of my terr­
itory w:Ethout t he consent or concurrence of me Montshiwa or my govern­
ment . 
4.That I have on behalf of the Tsbidi and other Barolong r e siding in 
my territory and subject to me, petitioned Ikr most gracious majesty, 
the Queen of t h t United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ire l and to be 
pleased to accept mB into her allegiance, me the said Montshiwa, and my 
people, and to declare me and my people to be British subjects and our 
t erritory to be British territory, and further that I continue to be in 
communication with the representatives of Her most gracious majesty n 
r eference t o my said position. 
Signed Montshiwa ( Chief) and Sele¢ Isaacc Seru,Bathdlbatho, Molema,Mok­
westi, Josiah Motshegare,Cornelius Botlhale,Phetlhu,Maeco,Ncapedi,Mococ 
Motlhware,Rabodieco a nd Matthew Molema (Members of the Council. 

The only reply t o this was a more determined atti tude of the white farm 
ers to consolidate their occupation of the di~puted territory, and Sam 
-elvile wrote to Montshiwa : rrThe president has heard that Montshiwa f peo 
pIe are occupying farms be longing to the oers and other sub~ebts of 
the S.A. Republic. He lets Montshiwa know that as his government has ful 
concessions fromMoshete, ¥aramount chief of the Barolong, of all his 
territorial rights, it cannot allow Montshiwa, a petty chief under Mosh 
ete to infringe on such right'S by deeds of aggression . Montshiwa ' s reo ­
pIe must therefore leave those farms before 9 a.m on Tuesday next . f 
not, them Montshiwa will be considered as wishin to provoke hostilitie 
and his Reople will be forcibly driven from th~e place s .~f still foun~ 

on them after t he expiration of the said time. 1I 
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