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In March 18'70 , the authorit ies of the S . A. Republic on its west sJ.:n 

borders again called upon MolemB. , who 1Nas now permanently Cit Mafikeng 

to pay taxes to their goverment . Again he refUl:3ed and wa~ .3upp orted 

by Montsh iwa in t~le formula that the Barolong were ino.epende ::"1.t ~ 

in no ',Veo] liable to taxation by the S . A. Republic . "If , said 

Montshlwa , "th ere is not soon made an end to this l a wless matter , 

I shall be obliged t o hand it OV; l:' to Her Brittanic tf.a jesty's 

High Comnissioner , Sl r Philip Wodebou.se , with t he ~nest rwquest to 
arbitrate betwe :o~and my n~ ost n oble all.ies.11 Shortly after this 

(Sept) Montshiwa and Pretorius had an inte:cview during the 

cour Se of which each saw a ch<1'mc ~ of rece iving :further proof of 

his r ight to the diamondiferous district t o which the 'iesire of the 
) I 

world was now tu:rned , and as the \1uestion of ownershi :p of t he 

diamond fields between the Harts and Va9.l river s had giYen 

urgency to bound.aries they agreed that a conference between a corrun-

ission of the S.A. Republic and all the chiefs concerned should be 

con vene d near Mafikeng with a view to coming to a final set cl ement. 

In July 1870 Mon'~shiwa ,gave ~ wide publicity to the demands of tl 

~ the S . l!. . Republic, hi s ~ of t h eir aut:lo:r Ltc t o t .~x him/~ 
-1 1s claim t£) his c ountry tbe l imits whereof he DC!:3.in,t :de fined . 

The c onference was duly hel d a t Buu1.1na:ns Cl.rift on the 15th 

of ovember 1370. The •. ..A . Republic was represe:l.1ted by j res a 

M. W.Pretorius, Corom-Gen J?U8J. Krager, Hendrik Greef , Jac obu s 
sent 

Snyman and fi v ·:; others, wnile the African cr.t ·'3:[s presa.nt were 

Montshiwa , Moroka, Molema , Izaak JI.1otlhabane ~ Mak8obi, J?hoi and. 

Matlnt e of the P9.yolong; Moi.lwa of the Bahu:ru.tshe at n a:ci.c o ; 
~ 

Gasei T.s i we of t he BangVllake t :s e, at Kanye, and ~s Rey 
""M~s....:reu... 

yepresenting c>..i_ef Dav\....-.id ~~assow of the Korana at ].la.lr.lsa, and 

tile Rev. J . Ludorf as interpret e " beS ides about twenty counsellors . 

In t he conference, lVlo,p.tshiwa c ~_aimed for all the Bar olong 

clans the terri~ory bounded ~n -r.hs t orth b;r the Molopo River ) 

in the whole of its course and also ~om i~S S01:C£ce to the source 
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/ junction with the Harts River. This territory i mmedia.tely acqu-

\ 
I 

ired enhanced value and new im ortance '\ a.nd the ~ . 
,;,t ' \ 

.Republic at on-

ce Claimed/ in terms of the ~and iver convention. It was probab ­

ly in pursuance of this claim that ~resifident M.' . retorius issued 

) his roclamation of A ril 1868. 

e ~ There were, however five other claimants besides the ' •. :_.HepuLlic 

to the terri tory above the confluence of the Vaal 8.nd Harts Ri vers 

in which diamonds had been discovered. These were (1) the Barolong , 

L( 21 the Batlhaping,. (3)the Griquas of 1~laterboer, (4; the Koranas, 

(5; Orange ree ~tate . 
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trek gear, a horse with ~ ~adcU. , bridle and a~4dle cloth, a 
rifle and 800 sheep. Van ' iekerk 01 thed1amond for £11 , 250 
to L111enfel Bros. of Hopeton, they 1n turD sold it for £18 , 000 
and it waa again so14 for £,30,000 n4 is todaY known as the . tar 
of South Atria n400 st1tut a 0 e of the ioy 1 Crown gems. and 
woul now probably fetoh mo~e th D million pounds (Il. H.Henderson: 
AD Uletermanin l'ioa PP,.38,39).l the end Of. 1869, it a . 
prove that the ,northern b nk- of the Vaal a rioh ~D diamonds , 
for about 50 milebove its junotioD ith' the H rts River. This 

\ 

territory immediately oqu1red enhanced value ad new importance , . , 

n4 th South fric n Repu~lio t 0 ce 91 , imel it in term of ~ 
Sand River Convent1on. .\ 

Th re weret howev r five oth r cl 1marJtsb sides the Sout,h 
Atric epublie to the territory abov the 00 fluenoe of the , 
V al nd Harts Rivers in hleh 4iamon48 had b !D discovered. 
!hese were (1) the olong (2) the Jatlh ping (3) the Gpi u s 
of terboer, (4) the or n • 4 (5) Or nge ee St te . 

) 
As tated i a prev10u par gr ph the altd R1ver Convention 

(1.852) guarante th 1tld.,.n etlce of the m1£ant Dutch north ~ 
of the a1 iver but 41 not o~ to def1ne tne boundary of 
their territory on the north, east 04 we t. or, indeed, could 

r'> ,r> the British author1t1~s define such boundary 1D as. much they 
had no right in thoe 1 titu e ·The!r D aal authorities 
therefore CObYe 1ently ssume4 th t all terri to.ry on th~s pOints 
of .com s w open to them for exp D ion ~o put th . matter 
beyond quest1on, nd immed1 tela to gain control of the T ,t! 

go14, the ~1lss1onar1es roa . and the Val . Hi verd1amonds for the 
outh Africn Republio just no in the throes of financial 

depress~oD, Pr 1n ent •• Preto-ritls 1mm.edi tely s at me sengers 
to cheng. chief of the ngwato at Sho hong, Dd to z11ik z1 

the . atebele potent te t I y . ti 112 ho resp'sctive districts 
these discoveries were made. inv1 ting them to bec.ome ubjects 
or allies of the South Africa Republic. ithout it1ng for 
their answer~ however, be on the 29th pril 1868 i sued 
proolamation extending the western boundary of the South African 
Republic #~~/; (I/f."/tU/~p;_/pt/ti_~.li_t/#-JI'iptp" toi~ 
straight 11ne from Lake gami OD the north to 'the Langenberg 
OD the Or age River at a pOitlt where the 22° Bast Longitude , 
crosaes it • to 1nclude Dearly the whol of BrItish Eechuanaland. 
hile the northern bou 4ary swept from L ke ' m! in an ' arc to 

Limpop R1ver where it is croseed by the bord$~ of Portuguese 
East Uri f to include the newly discover 4 ~ldf1e14s.I' One 
c nDot but dmire the al.ertDe.ss an nergy of this man. 

Sir • • ••••• / 
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