
and m o t i v a t e  the call to end c o n s c r i p t i  cm .

Iri m i d - 1 9 8 5  the ECC o r g a n i s e d  a "Stop the C a l l - u p "  P e a c e  F e s t i v a l  

in J o h a n n e s b u r g ,  The Fe s t i v a l  was the largest ever n a tional 

gathering o-f the war r e s i s t a n c e  m o v e ment. Two t housand a c t i v i s t s  

and m e m b e r s  o-f the pu b l i c  p a r t i c i p a t e d  in t h r e e  days o-f cu l t u r a l  

activities, wor k s h o p s ,  s e m i n a r s  and pu b l i c  m e e t ings.

Key-note s p e a k e r s  at the Fes t i v a l  i n cluded A r c h b i s h o p  H u r l e y  

(President o-f the SA C a t h o l i c  B i s h o p s’ C o n f e r e n c e ) ,  A r c h b i s h o p  

Tutu, Dr B e y e r s  N a u d e  (General S e c r e t a r y  o-f the SACC), Sir R i c h ­

ard Luyt (-former P r i n c i p a l  o-f the U n i v e r s i t y  o-f Ca p e  Town), 

novelist N a d i n e  G o r d i m e r  and leaders o-f the U D F , S w a p o  and the 

P r o g r e s s i v e  F e d eral P a r t y  (then the o-f-ficial o p p o s i t i o n  in p a r ­

liament). Th i s  was the -first time that so b r o a d  a range o-f a n t i ­

apartheid -forces had been r e p r e s e n t e d  on the s a m e  public p l a t ­

form.

The Fes t i v a l  and ECC c a m p a i g n s  we r e  c h a r a c t e r i s e d  by a h i g h  level 

o-f c r e a t i v i t y .  C o n v e n t i o n a l  political a c t i v i t i e s  like m a s s  m e e t ­

ings, s e m i n a r s  and p ress c o n f e r e n c e s  w e r e  c o m p l i m e n t e d  by ' c r e a ­

tive a c t i o n s’ like fun runs, fairs, k i t e - f l y i n g  and street 

theatre. T h e r e  we r e  cul t u r a l  e v e n t s  that i ncluded rock c o n c e r t s ,  

film f e s tivals, art e x h i b i t i o n s  and cabaret. T e n s  of t h o u s a n d s  of 

colourful stickers, posters, p a m p h l e t s  and t - s h i r t s  were p r o d u c e d  

(Appendix ?).

This d y n a m i c  s t y l e  of c a m p a i g n i n g  was a d e p a r t u r e  from t r a d i t i o n ­

al a n t i - a p a r t h e i d  p o l i t i c s  and a m a j o r  r e a s o n  for the E C C ’s



growth arid success.

Our a c t i v i t i e s  we r e  a c c e s s i b l e  to w h o l e  -families and 

not only 'committed a c t i v i s t s’. They a l l o w e d  the 

b r o a d e s t  r ange of p e o p l e  to e x p r e s s  t h e i r  u n h a p p i n e s s  

with c o n s c r i p t i o n  in w h a t e v e r  w a y s  they wanted, and 

gave rise to a p o p u l a r  c u l t u r e  of war r e s i s t a n c e .  A 

useful s p i n - o f f  was that they also g e n e r a t e d  a great 

deal o-f p r e s s  p u b l icity. ( I n terview wi t h  ECC activist)

The P e a c e  F e s t i v a l  m a r k e d  the end o-f the -first phase o-f the ECC s 

d evelopment. It had b u i l t  r egional and nat i o n a l  s t r u c t u r e s  and 

involved a w i d e  r a n g e  o-f g r o u p s  and i n d i v i d u a l s  in o r g a n i s e d  

o p p o s i t i o n  to the call-up. At a public level it had b e g u n  to 

e s t a b l i s h  a national p r o f i l e  and s u c c e s s f u l l y  r a ise q u e s t i o n s  

about the role of the m i l i t a r y .  Its s t r o n g  s t and a g a i n s t  one of 

the c o r n e r s t o n e s  of a p a r t h e i d ,  however, put it well o u t s i d e  the 

m a i n s t r e a m  of w h i t e  politics.

D e l i v e r i n g  the c l o s i n g  a d d r e s s  at the F e s t i v a l ,  ECC C h a i r p e r s o n  

Mike E v a n s  a c c u r a t e l y  p r e d i c t e d  that this w o u l d  soon change. The 

o r g a n i s a t i o n  w a s  about to e n t e r  a new p h a s e  of " i n c r e d i b l e  e x p a n ­

sion" in the light of the d e p l o y m e n t  of t r o o p s  in b l ack areas. 

Quoting fr o m  the a n t i - w a r  m o v e m e n t  in the U n i t e d  States, E v a n s  

declared: "In human a f f a i r s  t h ere is still n o t h i n g  so p o werful as 

an idea and a m o v e m e n t  w h o s e  time has come" ( t ranscript of 

s p e e c h ).

The "Troops out of the T o w n s h i p s "  c a m p a i g n

The ECC was in fact f o r t u i t o u s l y  formed at a c ritical m o m e n t  in



South A f r i c a n  history. T h o u s a n d s  of c o n s c r i p t s  and their f a m i l i e s  

were p o l i t i c i s e d  by the n a tional u p r i s i n g  o-f 1934-6 and by the 

use o-f the ar m y  to c r u s h  it. W h e r e a s  m i l i t a r y  s e r v i c e  had p r e ­

viously been the p r e o c c u p a t i o n  o-f a r e l a t i v e l y  small g r o u p  o-f 

people, it now b e c a m e  an issue o-f de e p  and w i d e s p r e a d  c o n c e r n  in 

the w h i t e  liberal c o m m unity.

This c o n c e r n  was r e f l e c t e d  in the rise in e m i g r a t i o n  and d raft 

evasion and in personal s t a t e m e n t s  m a d e  by c o n s c r i p t s  and their 

parents (Chapter 6).

I have g i v e n  b i r t h  to two sons. A f t e r  17 y e a r s’ c a r e ­

ful t e a c h i n g  and hard work, rny c h i l d r e n  will be faced 

with c o n s c r i p t i o n .  Th e y  will be f o r c e d  to f o l l o w  

o r d e r s -  to 5j.ambDk [whip], throw teargas, kill and 

ma i m  the s p i r i t s  and s o m e t i m e s  the lives of o t h e r  

S o u t h  Africans. To f ight e f f e c t i v e l y ,  my sons will be 

taught to hate and see t h o s e  they are f i g h t i n g  as the 

" c o m m u n i s t  enemy". I c a n n o t  be neutral. For myself, my 

children, and society, I will f ight a g a i n s t  c o n s c r i p ­

tion. (Letter to the S u n d a y  Initiunfi 8.9.1985)

A d i l e m m a  c o n f r o n t s  me- I will be c e l e b r a t i n g  my 16th 

b i r t h d a y  soon, and wh e n  I return to school .this year I 

will be p r e s e n t e d  w i t h  a fo r m  to fill in. This form 

will p r o v i d e  me wi t h  the p r i v i l e g e  of s e r v i n g  in the 

SADF. ...Many p e o p l e  s e e m  to think that b l a c k s  are the 

enemy, do not b e l o n g  in this c o u n t r y  and that they 

must be c o n t r o l l e d  at all cost. H o wever, I b e l i e v e  

that m a n y  blacks, like the n anny w h o  b r o u g h t  rne up, do



not d e s e r v e  this t e r r i b l e  treatment. I am con-fused 

about w h e t h e r  or not to s e r v e  in the army. ...I hope 

s o m e o n e  can p r o v i d e  me  wi t h  a solution. (Letter to the 

R a n d D a i l y  M a i l  3.1.1 9 3 5 )

The E n g l i s h - l a n g u a g e  p r e s s  and c h u r c h e s  i n t e r p r e t e d  the d e p l o y ­

ment o-f t r o o p s  as a m o u n t i n g  to a d e c l a r a t i o n  o-f civil war. They 

argued that the army w a s  not the a p p r o p r i a t e  i n s t i t u t i o n  and that 

soldiers we r e  not s u i t a b l y  t r a ined to deal wi t h  internal unrest. 

New s p a p e r s  that had not p r e v i o u s l y  c o m m e n t e d  on c o n s c r i p t i o n  now 

recognised the ethical p r o b l e m s  it posed.

M i l i t a r y  c o n s c r i p t i o n  r a i s e s  -for m a n y  y o u n g  S o u t h  

A f r i c a n s  a moral d i l e m m a  o-f e x c r u c i a t i n g  c o m p l e x i t y .

The p r o s p e c t  that they will be c a l l e d  up o n  to -face not 

a -foreign e n emy but their -fellow c o u n t r y m e n  is bad 

enough; i-f they b elieve, as ma n y  do, that the g o v e r n ­

ment w h i c h  c o m m a n d s  them is un j u s t  and the o p p o s i t i o n  

o-f b l a c k  S o u t h  A f r i c a n s  is j u s t i f i e d  by an e d i f i c e  of 

evil law, it is worse. ( B u s iness D a y  e d i t orial,

29 . 1 0 . 1 9 8 6 )

The P r o g r e s s i v e  Federal P a r t y  (PFP) s t r o n g l y  c r i t i c i s e d  the 

“pol i t i c i s i n g  of the S A D F " and the use of s o l d i e r s  as "polic e m e n "  

(Sunday. S i a n  1 4 . 1 0 .1984). U n d e r  p r e s s u r e  f r o m  the PFP Youth, an 

affiliate of the ECC, the p a r t y  ca l l e d  for an end to c o n s c r i p t i o n  

for the first time (Star 2.9 . 1 9 8 5 ) .

White u n e a s e  and anger w e r e  mo s t  p o w e r f u l l y  e x p r e s s e d  by the ECC 

"Troops Out of the T o w n s h i p s "  c a m p a i g n  in S e p t e m b e r  1935. The



campaign r e v o l v e d  aro u n d  t h ree week f a s t s  by c o n s c i e n t i o u s  ob 

jectors in the m a j o r  c entres. T h eir f a s t s  b e g a n  on I n t e r n a t i o n a l  

Day of P e a c e  and ended w i t h  a public 2 4 - h o u r  s o l i d a r i t y  fast on 

the -first a n n i v e r s a r y  o-f the invasion o-f the townships.

The P e a c e  Fast is a powerful p r o t e s t  a g a i n s t  the 

p r e s e n c e  of t r o o p s  in b l a c k  areas, and an act of 

s o l i d a r i t y  with t o w n s h i p  r e s i d e n t s  who be a r  the brunt 

of S A D F  a ggression. It will b u ild n o n - r a c i a l i s m  by 

s h o w i n g  the ext e n t  of o p p o s i t i o n  in the w h i t e  c o m m u ­

nity to a p a r t h e i d  and to the ro l e  of the army in 

d e f e n d i n g  it. A b o v e  all, it is a s t a t e m e n t  of our 

c o m m i t m e n t  to work c o l l e c t i v e l y  for a just peace in 

our land. (Campaign pamphlet)

T h o u sands of p e o p l e  v i s i t e d  the o b j e c t o r s  in the v e n u e s  w h e r e  

they w e r e  f a s t i n g  and p a r t i c i p a t e d  in d a i l y  e d u c a t i o n a l  p r o ­

grammes b e i n g  held there. Students, school pupils, s o l d i e r s  and 

hundreds of o v e r s e a s  s u p p o r t e r s  u n d e r t o o k  s o l i d a r i t y  fasts. J e w ­

ish, H i n d u  and M u s l i m  g r o u p s  b e c a m e  i n v o l v e d  in o p p o s i t i o n  to 

c o n s c r i p t i o n  for the first time. Also for the first time, C h r i s ­

tian i n v o l v e m e n t  went b e y o n d  ch u r c h  l e a ders and a c t i v i s t s  to 

include m i n i s t e r s  and t h eir c o n g r e g a t i o n s .

Another a c h i e v e m e n t  of the c a m p a i g n  was to u n i t e  pe o p l e  of all 

races a g a i n s t  the S A D F’s p r e s e n c e  in the townships. T h i s  non- 

racial stand was c o n s i d e r e d  vital at a time w h e n  the s e c u r i t y  

forces w e r e  h e i g h t e n i n g  racial t e n s i o n  in b l a c k  c o m m u n i t i e s .

The a u t h o r i t i e s  w o u l d  do well to note the g r o w i n g



o p p o s i t i o n  to the use of tr o o p s  in b l a c k  and c o l o u r e d  

areas. On M o n d a y  n i ght s o m e  4 000 p e o p l e  of all races, 

c o l o u r s  and c r e e d s  pa c k e d  the C a p e  Town city hall to 

de m a n d  the removal o-f tr o o p s  -from the townships. [The 

ECC rally] was not a g a t h e r i n g  o-f r a d i c a l s  and r e v o l u ­

t i o n a r i e s  but a m e e t i n g  o-f S outh A f r i c a n s  c o n c e r n e d  

about the -future. D i v i d e d  c o m m u n i t i e s  c a m e  t o g e t h e r -  

b l ack and c o l o u r e d  p e o p l e  who are s u b j e c t  to p o l i c e  

and m i l i t a r y  action, w h i t e  poten t i a l  c o n s c r i p t s ,  their 

p a r e n t s  and -families. It was a m e e t i n g  such as the 

N a tional Party, w i t h  all its talk o-f c o n t a c t  and 

n e g o t i a t i o n ,  c ould never organize, but one -for w h i c h  

N a t i o n a l i s t  p o l i c i e s  w e r e  r e s p o n s i b l e .  (Qajlfi Iilfl£5 

e di t o r i a l ,  9 . 1 0.1985)

The c a m p a i g n  m a r k e d  the E C C ’s d e v e l o p m e n t  -from a m arginal p r e s s ­

ure g r o u p  on the -fringes o-f w h i t e  p o l i t i c s  to a c r e d i b l e  o r g a n i ­

sation wi t h  a m a s s  -following and s i g n i f i c a n t  national impact. It 

also m a r k e d  the s t art o-f a c o n c e r t e d  e f f o r t  by the s t a t e  to 

harass and d i s c r e d i t  the o r g a n i s a t i o n  (Chapter 10).

The " W o r k i n g  for a Just Peace" c a m p a i g n

From the late 1 9 7 0’s o r g a n i s a t i o n s  o p p o s e d  to c o n s c r i p t i o n  r e ­

peatedly ca l l e d  on the g o v e r n m e n t  to g i v e  c o n s c r i p t s  the o p t i o n  

of d o i n g  a l t e r n a t i v e  s ervice. They d e m a n d e d  that:

- a l t e r n a t i v e  s e r v i c e  s h o u l d  be a v a i l a b l e  to all c o n s c r i p t s  who

in c o n s c i e n c e  cannot s e r v e  in the army;

- o b j e c t o r s  sh o u l d  be ab l e  to do a l t e r n a t i v e  s e r v i c e  o u t s i d e  of



g o v e r n m e n t  and m i l i t a r y  bodies; and

- a l t e r n a t i v e  s e r v i c e  s h o u l d  be the same length as m i l i t a r y  s e r ­

vice. (7)

In Aug u s t  1985 the ECC and the S o uth A f r i c a n  Council o-f C h u r c h e s  

p resented m e m o r a n d a  a l o n g  t h ese lines to the G e l d e n h u y s  

Committee, a p p o i n t e d  by the SA D F  to i n v e s t i g a t e  v a r i o u s  a s p e c t s  

o-f D e f e n c e  F o r c e  policy (ECC, 1985b). The C o m m i t t e e  r e j e c t e d  the 

proposed c h a n g e s  as “un a c c e p t a b l e "  on the g r o u n d s  that they w o uld 

"result in the D e f e n c e  F o r c e  b e i n g  r e d u c e d  to i n e f f i c i e n c y  [and] 

e n c o u r a g e  an a t t e m p t  a g a i n s t  national s e r v i c e "  (W h i t e  P a p e r  on 

D e f e n c e  a n d  Anmaioenis Supply, 1986:7).

In May 1986 the ECC ran a "Wo r k i n g  for a Just Peace" (WJP) 

c a m p a i g n  ar o u n d  the call for a l t e r n a t i v e  service. The c a m p a i g n  

sought to d e m o n s t r a t e  in c o n c r e t e  ways " s e r v i c e  that is g e n u i n e l y  

in the i n t e r e s t s  of the c o u n t r y  as a whole" (WJP pamphlet). ECC 

a c t i v i s t s  and s u p p o r t e r s  w o r k e d  for a m o n t h  on 21 c o m m u n i t y  

p r o j e c t s  in b lack a r e a s  a c r o s s  the country. T h e y  p l a nted trees, 

built a bridge, r e n o v a t e d  c h i l d - c a r e  c e n t r e s  and o r g a n i s e d  non- 

racial picnics, a n t i - l i t t e r  d r i v e s  and c h i l d r e n’s h o l i d a y  p r o ­

g r a m m e s  .

We want to d e m o n s t r a t e  the n u m e r o u s  w a y s  in w h ich a 

c o m m u n i t y  and c o u n t r y  can be se r v e d  w i t h o u t  r e s o r t i n g  

to m i l i t a r y  means. T h i s  is what a g e n u i n e l y  national 

s e r v i c e  c o uld be like : m e e t i n g  the real n e e d s  of the 

people, c r o s s i n g  racial b a r r i e r s  and b u i l d i n g  b r i d g e s  

to a b e t t e r  future. (Ibid)



This m e s s a g e  and the c o n s t r u c t i v e  n a t u r e  o-f the c a m p a i g n  c a p t u r e d  

the i m a g i n a t i o n  o-f m a n y  w h i t e  p e o p l e  p r e v i o u s l y  u n i n v o l v e d  in 

ant i - a p a r t h e  i d activity. M o r e  than 600 v o l u n t e e r s  p a r t i c i p a t e d  in 

the p r o j e c t s  and over 6 000 p e o p l e  a t t e n d e d  the public r a l l i e s  at 

the end o-f the campaign.

In a period o-f intense -fighting b e t w e e n  the s e c u r i t y  -forces and 

tow n s h i p  residents, the WJP v o l u n t e e r s  a l s o  m a d e  an i m p o r t a n t  

statement to the b l ack c o m m u n i t y .

We w e r e  war n e d  that it w ould be v e r y  d a n g e r o u s  to go 

into the t o w n s h i p s  but in -fact the r e s i d e n t s  w e l c o m e d  

us w i t h  open arms. In c o n t r a s t  to the S A D F  we went in 

w i t h o u t  g u n s  and uni-forms, and in a s p i r i t  o-f n o n ­

r a c i a l i s m  and s o l i d a r i t y .  U n l i k e  the ar m y  we -first 

c o n s u l t e d  the c o m m u n i t i e s  c o n c e r n e d  and o b t a i n e d  t h eir 

s u p p o r t  -for our p r o j ects. We -feel that our work helped 

in a small way to c o u n t e r  the a n t i - w h i t e  -feelings 

d e v e l o p i n g  in the t o w n s h i p s  b e c a u s e  of the a c t i o n s  of 

the p o l i c e  and army. (In t e r v i e w  w i t h  ECC member)

S p e a k i n g  at the WJP r a l l y  in Cape Town, A r c h b i s h o p  Tu t u  e x ­

claimed: "E C C ’s rapid g r o w t h  and p o p u l a r i t y  are s i gns of hope in 

this crazy, c r a z y  but b e a u t i f u l  country". His s t a t e m e n t  r e f l e c t e d  

the f e e l i n g s  of the b l a c k  c o m m u n i t y  and a g r o w i n g  n u m b e r  of 

whites. Of p a r t i c u l a r  s i g n i f i c a n c e  was the fact that the war 

r e s i s t a n c e  m o v e m e n t  was not s i m p l y  e x p a n d i n g  nume r i c a l l y ,  but was 

r e a c h i n g  out into new a r e a s  and c o n s t i t u e n c i e s  that we r e  t r a d i ­

tio n a l l y  c o n s e r v a t i v e  or p o l i t i c a l l y  apa t h e t i c .



CHAPTER 9

THE B R O A D E N I N G  OF THE W A R  R E S I S T A N C E ^ M O V E M E N T

Up until the m i d - 1 9 8 0’s the war r e s i s t a n c e  m o v e m e n t  was b ased 

p r i m a r i l y  in the E n g l i s h - l a n g u a g e  u n i v e r s i t i e s  and churc h e s ,  the 

most radical s e c t o r s  o-f the w h i t e  com m u n i t y .  The w i d e s p r e a d  d e ­

ployment o-f troops in the t o w n s h i p s  -from 1984 to 1986 i n t e n s i f i e d  

r e s i s t a n c e  in t h e s e  a r e a s  and, m o r e  i m p o r t a n t l y ,  p r o v o k e d  o p p o ­

sition to c o n s c r i p t i o n  a m o n g  m o r e  c o n s e r v a t i v e  whites.

The war r e s i s t a n c e  m o v e m e n t  e x p a n d e d  into new c o n s t i t u e n c i e s .  The 

ECC b e gan w o r k i n g  with school pupils, in the A f r i k a a n s  c o m m u n i t y  

and in the c u l t u r a l  arena. It al s o  m a d e  c o n t a c t  with a r a n g e  of 

o r g a n i s a t i o n s  o v e r s e a s  and e s t a b l i s h e d  a s i g n i f i c a n t  i n t e r ­

national presence.

White s c h o o l s

With the i n t r o d u c t i o n  of Total S t r a t e g y  in the late 1 9 ^ 0’s w h i t e  

s c h o o l s  b e c a m e  i n c r e a s i n g l y  m i l i t a r i s e d  (Chapter 4). Most pup i l s  

accepted and a b s o r b e d  this p r o c e s s  and its v a l u e s  u n c r i t i c a l l y .  

S c h o o l b o y s  w e r e  g e n e r a l l y  e n t h u s i a s t i c ,  or at least resigned, 

about p a r t i c i p a t i n g  in the c adet p r o g r a m m e  and f u l f i l l i n g  their 

m i l i t a r y  o b l i g a t i o n s  after school.

The political c r i s i s  of l<?84-6 had a p r o f o u n d  effect on m a n y  

y o u n g  p e o p l e  at E n g 1 ish-rnedium s c h o o l s  however. The use of w h i t e  

s o l d i e r s  a g a i n s t  b lack s t u d e n t s  s t i m u l a t e d  a new u n d e r s t a n d i n g  of 

the a r m y’s role. P u p i l s  b e g a n  p u b l i c l y  e x p r e s s i n g  u n h a p p i n e s s



about c e n s c r  i pt i on -for the first time.

I have a huge p r o b l e m  that I c a n n o t  talk to a n y o n e  

about. I tried t a l k i n g  to my f a t h e r  and he got so 

a n gry with me, I t h o u g h t  he m ight a c t u a l l y  hit me. I 

do not want to go into the army. T h e r e  is no way I can 

s q u a r e  it with the way I feel and my r e l i g i o u s  b e ­

liefs. And I am not g o i n g  to c h a n g e  u n d e r  any c i r c u m ­

stances. My f a t h e r  w a n t s  to send s o m e o n e  from the 

army to speak to me, but I d o n’t want to speak to 

those people. I kn o w  what I want and am p r e p a r e d  to 

do and what I c a n n o t  do. All my f r i e n d s  seem to be 

l ooking f o r w a r d  to g o i n g  into the army. I c e r t a i n l y  

c a n’t d i s c u s s  it wi t h  them. I feel t e r r i b l y  isolated, 

like I d o n’t b e l o n g  anywh e r e .  I t’s not b e c a u s e  I am a 

coward. (Letter to the SiaE. 12.9.1987)

Against this b a c k g r o u n d  the ECC fo r m e d  school s u b - c o m m i t t e e s  

whose m e m b e r s  included p u p i l s  and teachers. T o g e t h e r  wi t h  n e wly 

e s t a b l i s h e d  a n t i - a p a r t h e i d  p u p i l s’ g r o u p s  the c o m m i t t e e s  o r g a n ­

ised cul t u r a l  e v e n i n g s  and concerts, ran s k i 11s - t r a i n i n g  and 

e d u c a t i o n a l  w o r k s h o p s  and d i s t r i b u t e d  p a m p h l e t s  o u t s i d e  schools. 

The aim of t h ese a c t i v i t i e s  was to r a i s e  a w a r e n e s s  of the n a t u r e  

and p u r p o s e  of m i l i t a r i s a t i o n ,  c a d e t s  and c o n s c r i p t i o n .

A n t i - a p a r t h e i d  work in g o v e r n m e n t  s c h o o l s  w a s  n e v e r t h e l e s s  e x ­

t remely dif f i c u l t .  The m a j o r i t y  of p u p i l s  r e m a i n e d  c o n s e r v a t i v e  

and those that were liberal o f ten c a m e  u n d e r  p r e s s u r e  from 

t e a c h e r s  and p a r e n t s  not to get involved in 'politics . In 1986



provincial e d u c a t i o n  a u t h o r i t i e s  i n s t r u c t e d  p r i n c i p a l s  to deny 

the ECC a c c e s s  to their s c h o o l s  (Ai Ease, ECC, D e c e m b e r  1986). On 

several o c c a s i o n s  s o l d i e r s  and t e a c h e r s  p r o m o t e d  a n t i - E C C  m a t e r ­

ial a m o n g  p u p i l s  (Weekljd tlail 6.3.1987; £ 1  Ease, ECC, April 

1986).

P r i vate s c h o o l s  on the o t h e r  hand w e r e  s t a r t i n g  to d e m i l i ­

t a r i s e’. Man y  C a t h o l i c  and A n g l i c a n  s c h o o l s  phased out c a d e t s  or 

introduced a l t e r n a t i v e  p r o g r a m m e s  -for- s t u d e n t s .  In 1986 the C o n ­

f e r e n c e  o-f H e a d m a s t e r s  and H e a d m i s t r e s s e s  o-f P r i v a t e  S c h o o l s  

joined the call for a l t e r n a t i v e  national s e r v i c e  "in v i e w  of the 

present s t a t e  of v i o l e n c e  and social d i s i n t e g r a t i o n  in our 

country, and ha v i n g  regard to the n e e d s  of the c o u n t r y  for e x ­

tended t e a c h i n g  and he a l t h  s e r v i c e s "  (Stan 2 0 . 1 1 . 1 9 8 6 ) .

Ant i - w a r  c u l t u r e

As the war r e s i s t a n c e  m o v e m e n t  d e v e l o p e d  in the e arly 1980 s, 

a n t i - a p a r t h e i d  a c t i v i s t s  b e g a n  e x p r e s s i n g  their o p p o s i t i o n  to 

c o n s c r i p t i o n  t h r o u g h  poetry, d r a m a  and folk music. T h eir w o r k  was 

i n t e r v e n t i o n i s t  in the s e n s e  that it c o n s c i o u s l y  aimed to m o ­

bilise and e d u c a t e  others; the p e d a g o g i c a l  m e s s a g e  was that 'the 

SADF is d e f e n d i n g  an u n j u s t  s y s t e m’.

In the m i d - 1 9 3 0’5, after c o n s c r i p t s  we r e  sent into the t o w n s h i p s ,  

a mo r e  b r o a d l y  b a s e d  a n t i - w a r  c u l t u r e  e m erged. It involved a l t e r ­

native and m a i n s t r e a m  a r t i s t s  and p e r f o r m e r s  and included a r a n g e  

of d i f f e r e n t  f o r m s  of e x p r e s s i o n -  art, cabaret, rock music, 

plays, n o v e l s  and short stories. The ECC did not itself p r o d u c e  

this work but s t i m u l a t e d  its d e v e l o p m e n t  and p r o v i d e d  it with



public platforms.

Although the new a n t i - w a r  c u l t u r e  c o m m e n t e d  on a p a r t h e i d  and 

m i l i t a r i s a t i o n ,  it was p r i m a r i l y  an e x p r e s s i o n  of the personal 

■feelings and e x p e r i e n c e s  o-f y o u n g  whites. It r e f l e c t e d  their 

struggle to co m e  to t e r m s  with living in a r a c i a l l y  d i v i d e d  and 

incr e a s i n g l y  c o n f 1 i c t - r i d d e n  society. T h e  d o m i n a n t  m o o d s  w e r e  

anger, guilt, a l i e n a t i o n  and confusion.

In a short s t o r y  ca l l e d  "The Fly", for e x ample, a s o l d i e r  s i t s  in 

m i l i t a r y  d e t e n t i o n  b a r r a c k s  a w a i t i n g  c o u r t  m a rtial. He had 

dropped his r i f l e  into the h ands of a t o w n s h i p  boy he had 

wounded, and w a t c h e d  in p a r a l y s e d  s h ock as the d y i n g  boy t ried to 

shoot his f e l l o w  soldiers. In his cell, the s o l d i e r  r e a d s  a few 

"grubby old c o p i e s  of EarmeriS Weekly".

T h e r e  we r e  p i c t u r e s  of b lack men in o v e r a l l s  h o l d i n g  

e n o r m o u s  rams for the camera. T h e r e  w e r e  p i c t u r e s  of 

b u r l y  w h i t e  men wi t h  s hort pants and long socks, fat 

women p o s i n g  g r a c i o u s l y  b e s i d e s  lush b e d s  of flowers.

T h e r e  w e r e  a r t i c l e s  on how to c o m b a t  pest and 

diseases, h u n t i n g  stories, and a s u r v e y  of stud f arms 

in the K a r o o  with m a g n i f i c e n t  s leek r a c e h o r s e s .  The 

y outh stared at t h e s e  pictures, t r y i n g  to work out 

w h e r e  they fitted in. (Andrew M a a r t e n  in Taurus,

1937 : 167 )

Among the E C C ’s early c u l t u r a l  a c t i v i t i e s  w e r e  ' h i g h - e n e r g y’ rock 

c o n c e r t s  with titles such as "Vibe a g a i n s t  V i o l e n c e "  and "Rock 

the Ratel [a m i l i t a r y  v e h i c l e ] " .  The c o n c e r t s  a t t r a c t e d  'anti-



e s t a b l i s h m e n t’ white y o u t h  who w o uld not a t t e n d  ' h e a v y’ poli t i c a l  

a c t i v i t i e s  like public m e e t i n g s  and seminars. In 1986 the ECC 

helped p r o d u c e  "Forces F a v o u r i t e s " ,  the -first c o m p i l a t i o n  o-f 

a n t i - a p a r t h e i d  rock m u s i c  in S o u t h  Africa, named t o n g u e - i n - c h e e k  

after a w e e k l y  r a dio p r o g r a m m e  d e d i c a t e d  to "our bo y s  on the

b o r d e r ".

The c o n c e r t s  showed the p o t e n t i a l  of u s i n g  a n t i - w a r  c u l t u r e  to 

reach new c o n s t i t u e n c i e s .  The ECC s u b s e q u e n t l y  o r g a n i s e d  m o r e  

■serious’ e v e n t s  for o l d e r  a u d iences. Its f i l m  f e s tivals, art 

e x h i b i t i o n s  and p h o t o g r a p h i c  d i s p l a y s  p i o n e e r e d  m a i n s t r e a m  c u l r 

tural f o r u m s  wi t h  an a n t i - a p a r t h e i d  m e s s a g e .  The central t h e m e  of 

these e v e n t s  was c a p t u r e d  in the title of mu 11 1 - cultural f e s t i ­

val, " P r i s o n e r s  of War". The ' p r i s o n e r s’ w e r e  both b l a c k  v i c t i m s  

of s t a t e  v i o l e n c e  and w h i t e  pe o p l e  ' o p p r e s s e d’ by a h i g h l y  

a u t h o r i t a r i a n  and m i l i t a r i s e d  social str u c t u r e .

In the e a r l y  1 9 8 0’s a new st r a n d  of A f r i k a a n s  w r i t i n g  had 

emerged. The ( 'border l i t e r a t u r e’) c o m p r i s e d

n ovels and short s t o r i e s  by m e n  who had s e r v e d  with the SA D F  in 

N a m i b i a  and Angola. T h e i r  e m o t i o n a l  r e a c t i o n s  to the war ran g e d  

from b i t t e r  f a t a l i s m  to a d e s p e r a t e  d e s i r e  to find some c o n f i r m a ­

tion of human values. The c o m m o n  t heme was ar o u n d  "the h o r r o r  of 

a y o uth for c e d  to fight a war he does not u n d e r s t a n d ,  for a c a u s e  

he does not b e l i e v e  in, a g a i n s t  men he c a n n o t  see as his e n e m i e s  

(EC.Q EQCUa, May 1987; see f u r t h e r  Koornhof, 1989).

An t i - w a r  p lays f o c u s s e d  on the e f f e c t s  of m i l i t a r y  s e r v i c e  on 

y o ung men. Th e y  d e s c r i b e d  the " b r u t a l i s i n g ,  d e h u m a n i s i n g  and



s p i r i t u a l l y  c a s t r a t i n g  e x p e r i e n c e s  of w h i t e  s o l diers". The m e s s ­

age was 'look at what th i s  war has done to u s ’ rather than 'this 

in an u n j u s t  w a r ’. The p l a y s  w e r e  w r i t t e n  with "a s e nse of s h a r e d  

ex p e r iences, a s ense o-f b r o t h e r h o o d  and s o l i d a r i t y  w i t h  o t h e r  

c o n s c ripts". ( I n t erview wi t h  a c t o r s  and w r i t e r s  in J o h a n n e s b u r g )

In 1986 the ECC c o l l a b o r a t e d  with an A-frikaans p u b l i s h e r  to 

produce a book e n t i t l e d  EancfiS EauQUJlites. The c o l l e c t i o n  o-f 

A f r i k a a n s  and E n g l i s h  s h o r t  s t o r i e s  c a p t u r e d  the g r o w i n g  c o n c e r n

that 'the b o r d e r’ had shifted.

In t hose days they w e r e n’t s e n d i n g  s o l d i e r s  into the 

townships. In t h o s e  days the b o r d e r  w a s  pr e t t y  m u c h  

the b o r d e r  of the country. Now the b o r d e r  goes all 

over the place. S o m e t i m e s  s t r a i g h t  t h r o u g h  families, 

w h i c h  is, I suppose, what civil war is all about.

(James W h y l e  in Taurus, op cit. .'0-1)

The A f r i k a a n s  c o m m u n i t y

The A f r i k a a n s  c o m m u n i t y  is the s u p port b a s e  of the National P a r t y  

and f a r - r i g h t  groups; it is e x t r e m e l y  c o n s e r v a t i v e  and has little 

history of o r g a n i s e d  o p p o s i t i o n  to apartheid. A f r i k a a n s  c h u r c h e s ,  

s c h o o l s  and f a m i l i e s  instill in y o u n g  p e o p l e  a f i e r c e  l o y alty to 

the g o v e r n m e n t ,  pride in the army and be l i e f  in the n e c e s s i t y  of

conscr i pt i o n .

The 1984-6 national u p r i s i n g  caused a n u m b e r  of A f r i k a n e r s  in 

univer s i t y ,  c h u r c h  and c u l t u r a l  c i r c l e s  to q u e s t i o n  t h e s e  v a l u e s  

and beliefs. Even if they s u p p o r t e d  the S A D F’s role in N a m i b i a  

and A n g o l a  they r e g a r d e d  its p r e s e n c e  in the t o w n s h i p s  as inde-



Sensible. With this shift in a t t i t u d e s  the ECC was able to es t a b -  

lish A f r i k a a n s  b r a n c h e s  in P r e t o r i a  and at S t e l l e n b o s c h  U n i ­

versity. Its J o h a n n e s b u r g  b r a n c h  formed a new w i n g  with the name 

E i n d i g  N a s i o n a l e  D i e n s p l i g  (End N ational Servi c e ) .

A l t h o u g h  t h ese b r a n c h e s  w e r e  small, the E C C ’s e x p a n s i o n  into the 

heart of the w h i t e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  was r e g a r d e d  as highly s i g n i f i ­

cant by the m a s s  d e m o c r a t i c  movem e n t .  Th i s  was e s p e c i a l l y  the 

case in r e l a t i o n  to the b r a n c h  in P r e t oria, one of the m o s t  

c o n s e r v a t i v e  and m i l i t a r i s e d  c i t i e s  in the country.

The v e r y  fact that a b r a n c h  of ECC has be e n  for m e d  

here is a l r e a d y  a v i ctory. P r e t o r i a  is the e m b o d i m e n t  

of N a t i o n a l i s t  i d e o l o g y  and a d o rned w i t h  its symbols: 

V o o r t r e k k e r  Monument, U nion Bui l d i n g s ,  Paul Kruger 

statue, P r e t o r i a  C e n t r a l  P r i s o n  and S t a t e  Theatre. In 

addition, P r e t o r i a  is the N E R V E  C E N T R E  OF THE S E C U R I T Y  

N E T W O R K  in the country. (Pretoria ECC letter- to other 

ECC branches, 1986)

The a u t h o r i t i e s  c o n v e r s e l y  v i e w e d  war r e s i s t a n c e  in the A f r i k a a n s  

c o m m u n i t y  as p a r t i c u l a r l y  t h r e a t e n i n g .  For e x a m p l e  the ECC br a n c h  

at S t e l l e n b o s c h  U n i v e r s i t y  was ban n e d  by the R e c t o r  two m o n t h s  

after its for m a t i o n .  500 s t u d e n t s  and a c a d e m i c s  si g n e d  a p e t i t i o n  

s u p p o r t i n g  the E C C’s 'right to e x i s t’. A c o u n t e r - p e t i t i o n  fr o m  

400 m e m b e r s  of staff, i n c l u d i n g  53 p r o f e s s o r s ,  stated that the 

ban "in no way t h r e a t e n s  or h i n d e r s  the f r e e  e x p r e s s i o n  of 

o p i n i o n s  by indi v i d u a l s "  (££P£ IifflfiS 2 . 6 .1936).

Only m o n t h s  after the A f r i k a a n s  b r a n c h e s  w e r e  formed they w e r e



thrown into d i s a r r a y  by the i m p o s i t i o n  of the 1986 S t a t e  of 

E m e r g e n c y .

WE WE R E  C O N C E I V E D  ON THE EVE OF THE E M E R G E N C Y 1 I n a u s ­

p i c i o u s  s t a r s  s h o n e  down on our -first life tremors.

Imagine a g r oup o-f n o t - s o - h a r d - c o r e , timid w o u l d - b e -  

a c t i v i s t s  con-fronted with the p a r a n o i a  of a m a s s i v e  

s tate c l a m p - d o w n  A I M E D  IT S E E M E D  AT US! THEY HAD 

P O I N T E D  T H E I R  F L I P P I N’ HEAV Y  A R T I L L E R Y  AT US' The 

g r o u p  s h r u n k  to the si z e  a tie pin and lost its m o m e n ­

tum. (Pret o r i a  ECC letter, op cit)

A l t h o u g h  the A f r i k a a n s  b r a n c h e s  p a r t i c i p a t e d  in s u b s e q u e n t  ECC 

activities, with the S t e l l e n b o s c h  g r o u p  w o r k i n g  o f f - c a m p u s ,  their 

pro g r e s s  was g r e a t l y  h i n d e r e d  by the h e i g h t e n e d  r e p r e s s i o n  u n d e r  

the S t a t e  of Eme r g e n c y .  An a n t i - E C C  s m e a r  campaign, often 

d i rected s p e c i f i c a l l y  at the A f r i k a a n s  c o m m u n i t y ,  f u r t h e r  limited 

their a b i l i t y  to win support. The ECC f r e q u e n t l y  e n c o u n t e r e d  

people and g r o u p s  s y m p a t h e t i c  to its p o s i t i o n  but f r i g h t e n e d  to 

be a s s o c i a t e d  pub l i c l y  wi t h  the o r g a n i s a t i o n .

In 1937/8 the SA D F  b e c a m e  e m b r o i l e d  in an e i g h t  m o n t h  c a m p a i g n  in 

Angola. As the number of w h i t e  s o l d i e r s  ki l l e d  in action m ounted, 

an u n p r e c e d e n t e d  wave of o p p o s i t i o n  b r o k e  out in m a i n s t r e a m  A f r i ­

kaner c i r c l e s  (Chapter 10). A l t h o u g h  s hort lived and in no way 

a s s o c i a t e d  wi t h  the a n t i - a p a r t h e i d  war r e s i s t a n c e  movem e n t ,  the 

o p p o s i t i o n  h i g h l i g h t e d  the s t a t e’s v u l n e r a b i l i t y  around the s y s ­

tem of c o n s c r i p t i o n .



The E n g l i s h - l a n g u a g e  c h u r c h e s

In the late 1 9 7 0’s the p r i m a r y  s o u r c e  of c o n f l i c t  b e t w e e n  the 

state and the E n g l i s h - l a n g u a g e  c h u r c h e s  was over the r i g h t  of 

c o n s c i e n t i o u s  o b j ection. The c h u r c h e s  pl a y e d  a leading role in 

i n i t i a t i n g  public d e b a t e  a r o u n d  this issue and s u b s e q u e n t l y  b e ­

came an integral part of the war r e s i s t a n c e  m o v e m e n t .  T h e i r  

concern a c q u i r e d  a new u r g e n c y  with the internal d e p l o y m e n t  of

t r o o p s .

As the civil war i n t e n s i f i e d  the m a i n s t r e a m  c h u r c h e s  e n d o r s e d  the 

demand for an end to c o n s c r i p t i o n .  They a l s o  c o m p i l e d  d o c u m e n t s  

or, the a c t i o n s  of the s e c u r i t y  f o r c e s  and p e t i t i o n e d  the g o v e r n ­

ment to w i t h d r a w  the a r m y  f r o m  b l a c k  areas.

The A n g l i c a n  C h u r c h  for e x a m p l e  sought an u r g e n t  m e e t i n g  with 

P r e s i d e n t  B o t h a  to p r e s e n t  the " e m e r g i n g  m a s s  of d o c u m e n t s "  

a l leging s e c u r i t y  f o r c e  b r u t a l i t y  and h a r a s s m e n t  of t o w n s h i p  

residents. It called on the g o v e r n m e n t  to e s t a b l i s h  an i n d e p e n ­

dent j u dicial inquiry into SAP and S A D F  a c t i v i t i e s  (Ansus 

12.7.1985). The M e t h o d i s t  S y n o d  went f u r t h e r  in s t a t i n g  that its 

m e m bers w h o  e n t e r e d  the t o w n s h i p s  u n d e r  S A D F  o r d e r s  we r e  a c t i n g  

c ontrary to c h u r c h  p r i n c i p l e s  (Citizen 2 3 . 1 0 . 1 9 8 6 ) .

N o t w i t h s t a n d i n g  these s t r o n g l y  ar g u e d  pos i t i o n s ,  C h r i s t i a n  a c t i ­

vists w e r e  d i s s a t i s f i e d  wi t h  what they p e r c e i v e d  as a lack of 

church a c t i o n  ar o u n d  c o n s c r i p t i o n  and m i l i t a r i s a t i o n .  W h i l e  r e s o ­

lutions on t h e s e  issues w e r e  r e g u l a r l y  pa s s e d  at synod m e e t i n g s  

and m a n y  n a tional r e l i g i o u s  leaders p a r t i c i p a t e d  in ECC c a m ­

paigns, little was b e i n g  do n e  to e d u c a t e  and involve m i n i s t e r s



and c o n g r e g a t i o n s  at a g r a s s r o o t s  level.

In 1985 the ECC -formed c h u r c h e s  s u b - c o m m i t t e e s  to do this work. 

The c o m m i t t e e s  p r o v i d e d  e d u c a t i o n a l  r e s o u r c e s  to C h r i s t i a n  s t u d y  

and action -forums and s u c c e s s f u l  ly e n c o u r a g e d  the p a r t i c i p a t i o n  

o-f p r i e s t s  and lay pe o p l e  in ECC s t r u c t u r e s  and a c tivities.

Ch r i s t  has called all C h r i s t i a n s  to be p e a c e makers.

Th i s  call b e c o m e s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  s i g n i f i c a n t  in times o-f 

c o n f l i c t  and viole n c e .  We need to p r o m o t e  p e ace by 

w o r k i n g  -for an end to i n j u s t i c e  in w h a t e v e r  wa y s  lie 

open to us. I n v o l v e m e n t  in ECC is a c o n c r e t e  way for 

C h r i s t i a n s  to e x p r e s s  their c o m m i t m e n t  to peace and 

j u s t i c e  for all people. (ECC press s t a t e m e n t ,  1985)

The c r i s i s  of the m i d - 1 9 8 0’s al s o  c o n t r i b u t e d  to the r e s o l u t i o n  

of a controver-si al and l o n g - s t a n d i n g  c h u r c h  d e b a t e  a r o u n d  the 

p a r t i c i p a t i o n  of m i l i t a r y  cha p l a i n s ,  fr o m  all d e n o m i n a t i o n s ,  in 

the SADF. The c o n c e r n  was that this p r a c t i c e  p r o v i d e s  the army 

with t h e o l o g i c a l  and moral legitimacy.

The i n s t i t u t i o n  of the c h a p l a i n c y  tends to r e i n f o r c e  the S A D F’s 

claim to be d e f e n d i n g  ' C h r istian c i v i l i s a t i o n’ agai n s t  'godless 

c o m m u n i s m’. C h a p l a i n s  are f u l l y  int e g r a t e d  m e m b e r s  of the army, 

wear m i l i t a r y  u n i f o r m  and are trained in the use of weapons. 

A c c o r d i n g  to the SADF the c h a p l a i n  o c c u p i e s  a "unique p o s i t i o n  

through the fact that he is an o f f i c e  b e a r e r  of his C h u r c h  and at 

the same time an o f f i c e r  in the Army. Th i s  d u a l i s t i c  role... 

places him in the c e n t r e  of the c o m b a t t i n g  of the r e v o l u t i o n "  

(quoted in H u m a n  A w a r e n e s s  Pro g r a m m e ,  1986:B7).



After y e a r s  of de b a t e  the E n g l i s h - l a n g u a g e  c h u r c h e s  f o r m u l a t e d  a 

position on the c h a p l a i n c y  in 1935. An I n t e r - C h u r c h  C o m m i t t e e  

issued the -following g u i d e l i n e s :

- c h a p l a i n s  sh o u l d  not wear the SADF u n i f o r m  or have rank in the

m i l i t a r y  hierarchy;

- they sh o u l d  be r e s p o n s i b l e  to, and be paid by, local c h u r c h

a u t h o r i t i e s  rather than the D e f e n c e  Force;

- they s h o u l d  not i d e n t i f y  with m i l i t a r y  a c t i o n  or with the ai m s  

and i deology of any p a r t i c u l a r  side and s h o u l d  not be seen by 

the a u t h o r i t i e s  as i n tended to c o n t r i b u t e  t o w a r d s  m i l i t a r y  

morale; and

- they s h o u l d  be free to m i n i s t e r  to p e o p l e  on b o t h  s i d e s  of the 

conflict. (Sundae Inihunfi 15.9.1985)

The N a m i b i a n  c h u r c h e s  took an even s t r o n g e r  s t and u n d e r  S o u t h  

African o c c u p a t i o n .  Th e y  did not a l l o w  S A D F  personnel to at t e n d  

their r e l i g i o u s  s e r v i c e s  in u n i f o r m  and r e f u s e d  to a l l o w  their 

priests to p a r t i c i p a t e  in the c h a p l a i n c y  p r o g r a m m e  of the " f o r ­

eign arrny" (C.aU£ Xi.Ul££ 10.7.1985).

The E n g l i s h - l a n g u a g e  u n i v e r s i t i e s

S tudents on the E n g l i s h - l a n g u a g e  c a m p u s e s  ha v e  h i s t o r i c a l l y  b e e n  

one of the most m i l i t a n t  s e c t o r s  of the w h i t e  c o m munity. T h r o u g h  

the a n t i - a p a r t h e i d  a c t i v i t i e s  of the N a t i o n a l  U n ion of S o u t h  

African S t u d e n t s  (Nusas) a large number of th e m  come to i d entify 

with the l i b e r a t i o n  strug g l e .  A high p e r c e n t a g e  are v e h e m e n t l y  

opposed to c o n s c r i p t i o n .

Musas was a m o n g  the f i rst g r o u p s  to take up the issues of con-



scientious o b j e c t i o n  and m i l i t a r i s a t i o n  in the late 1970 s. It 

played an instrumental role in the -formation o-f the C o n s c i e n t i o u s  

Objector S u p p o r t  G r o u p  and the ECC.

In the rnid-1930’5 ECC c a m p u s  branches, t o g e t h e r  with b l a c k  s t u ­

dent o r g a n i s a t i o n s ,  m o u n t e d  v i g o r o u s  p r o t e s t s  a g a i n s t  S A D F  

aggression inside and o u t s i d e  the country. Th e y  o r g a n i s e d  -focus 

weeks and cul t u r a l  events, ran ' c o n s c r i p t i o n  a d v i c e  s e r v i c e s’ and 

s u c c e s s f u l l y  put up c a n d i d a t e s  for S t u d e n t  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  C o u n ­

cils.

In 1984 s t u d e n t  and a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  p r o t e s t s  p r e v e n t e d  the S A D F  

from e s t a b l i s h i n g  U n i v e r s i t y  M i l i t a r y  U n i t s  on the N u s a s  c a m ­

puses. The units, w h ich had long e x i s t e d  at A f r i k a a n s  u n i v e r s i ­

ties, ha v e  their own i n s i g n i a  and c o l o u r s  and p e r f o r m  m i l i t a r y  

drill on c a m p u s  s p o r t s  fields. They c o m p r i s e  s t u d e n t s  who ha v e  

completed their initial N a t i o n a l  S e r v i c e  and are liable for army 

c a m p s .

The r i g h t - w i n g  N a tional S t u d e n t  F e d e r a t i o n  (NSF) m a d e  a c o n c e r t e d  

effort to s m ear the ECC, a c c u s i n g  it of b e i n g  'linked to the 

K r e m l i n’ and ' a t t e m p t i n g  to u n d e r m i n e  the i n t e g r i t y  of the S A D F’. 

Most s t u d e n t s  reg a r d e d  the a l l e g a t i o n s  as l u d i c r o u s  and the ECC 

c o n v i n c i n g l y  won all c a m p u s  d e b a t e s  a g a i n s t  the NSF.

Intern a t i o n a l  c o n t a c t  and s u p p o r t

Around the time of its P e a c e  Festival in 1985 the ECC i n i t i a t e d  

contact wi t h  a wide r a n g e  of o r g a n i s a t i o n s  overseas. O v e r  150 

groups, s p a n n i n g  twenty c o u n t r i e s ,  sent m e s s a g e s  of s u p p o r t  to



the Festival. A r c h b i s h o p  Tutu and E u r o p e a n  p a r l i a m e n t a r i a n  

Carole T o n g u e  p a r t i c i p a t e d  in a public m e e t i n g  on the i n t e r ­

national s t r u g g l e  for peace". A n o t h e r  invited guest, Car d i n a l  

Arns of Brazil, was d e n i e d  a v i s a  to v isit S o u t h  Africa.

Over the next two y e a r s  the ECC d e v e l o p e d  a p r o m i n e n t  inter 

national profile. Pacifist, c o n s c i e n t i o u s  o b j e ctor, r e l i g i o u s  and 

a n t i - a p a r t h e i d  o r g a n i s a t i o n s  rep o r t e d  its a c t i v i t i e s  in their 

pu b l i c a t i o n s  and took up its cam p a i g n s .  M e m b e r s  of the US C o n ­

gress and E u r o p e a n  P a r l i a m e n t  sent p r o t e s t  l e t t e r s  to P r e t o r i a  

when ECC m e m b e r s  or c o n s c i e n t i o u s  o b j e c t o r s  we r e  i m prisoned. 

Amnesty I n t e r n a t i o n a l  and o ther human r i g h t s  g r o u p s  a d o p t e d  so m e  

of them as 'pr i s o n e r s  of c o n s c i e n c e’.

Special r e s o l u t i o n s  o p p o s i n g  c o n s c r i p t i o n  in S o u t h  A f r i c a  and 

sup p o r t i n g  the ECC were pa s s e d  by the N e w  Yo r k  City C o u ncil and 

the A f r i c a n  C a r r i b e a n  P a c i f i c - E u r o p e a n  E c o n o m i c  C o m m u n i t y  Joint 

Assembly. ECC m e m b e r s  did s p e a k i n g  tours of E u r o p e  and the U n i t e d  

States and a t t e n d e d  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  c o n f e r e n c e s  in Bombay, H e l ­

sinki, P a r i s  and Dublin. T h e y  also a d d r e s s e d  the U n i t e d  N a t i o n s  

Special C o m m i t t e e  a g a i n s t  A p a r t h e i d  on two occasions.

The ECC had several ai m s  in its i n t e r n a t i o n a l  work: to keep 

o r g a n i s a t i o n s  o v e r s e a s  i n formed about m i l i t a r i s a t i o n  and c o n ­

scription in S o u t h  A f r i c a  and about the e x t e n t  of war r e s i s t a n c e  

and w h i t e  o p p o s i t i o n  to a p a r t h e i d ;  to p r o m o t e  the ECC so that it 

could call for i n t e r n a t i o n a l  s u p p o r t  wh e n  r u n n i n g  c a m p a i g n s  and 

for i n t e r n a t i o n a l  p r o t e s t  wh e n  u nder g o v e r n m e n t  attack; to c o n ­

tribute to the b r o a d e r  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  s t r u g g l e  a g a inst a p a r t h e i d ;



and to learn about c o n d i t i o n s  and a n t i - c o n s c r i p t i o n  a c t i v i t i e s  in 

other c o u n t r i e s .

The E C C’s s u c c e s s  in r e a l i s i n g  t h ese ai m s  was due in part to the 

efforts of the War R e s i s t e r s’ I n t e r n a t i o n a l  (WRI) and its US 

affiliate, the War R e s i s t e r s’ L e a g u e  (W R L ). The WRI is an i n t e r ­

national f e d e r a t i o n  of c o n s c i e n t i o u s  o b j e c t o r  and a n t i - w a r  g r o u p s  

committed to 'working n o n - v i o 1e n t 1y to end war and all c a u s e s  of 

w a r’. F r o m  this radical p a c i f i s t  p e r s p e c t i v e  the right of c o n ­

scientious o b j e c t i o n  is a m a j o r  concern. (See for e x a m p l e  "War is 

a crime a g a i n s t  h u m a n i t y”, WRI pamphlet, 1983)

The ECC was a l s o  s u p p o r t e d  by o r g a n i s a t i o n s  that did not n o r m a l l y  

-focus on c o n s c i e n t i o u s  o b j e c t i o n  but n e v e r t h e l e s s  felt s t r o n g l y

about the ro l e  of the S A D F .

The SA D F  has g a i n e d  the r e p u t a t i o n  of b e i n g  n o t o r i o u s  

in the brutal s u p p r e s s i o n  and r e p r e s s i o n  of the S outh 

A f r i c a n  p e o p l e’s s t r u g g l e  for a just, equal, peaceful 

and free society. We t h e r e f o r e  appeal to you to listen 

to the cry of the S o u t h  A f r i c a n  p e o p l e  and a b o l i s h  the 

f o r c e d  c o n s c r i p t i o n  of y o u n g  men to the army. (Protest 

letter to the S o u t h  A f r i c a n  M i n i s t e r  of D e f e n c e  f r o m  

the M o v e m e n t  of C a t h o l i c  S t u d e n t s  in Asia, May 1936)

This p o s i t i o n  was long s h a r e d  by the U n i t e d  N a t i o n s  w h i c h  has 

r e p e a t e d l y  c o n d e m n e d  S o u t h  A f r i c a  for its p o l i c i e s  of racial 

d i s c r i m i n a t i o n  and r egional a g g r e s s i o n .  A l t h o u g h  the UN G e n e r a l  

A s sembly has not f o r m u l a t e d  general p o l i c y  on the right of c o n ­

s c i e n t i o u s  obj e c t i o n ,  it has passed special r e s o l u t i o n s  r e g a r d i n g



m i l i t a r y  s e r v i c e  in S o u t h  A f r i c a  (1).

The E C C’s high p r o f i l e  o v e r s e a s  was due too to u n p r e c e d e n t e d  

international m o b i l i s a t i o n  a g a i n s t  a p a r t h e i d  in the m i d - 1 9 8 0’s. 

Tens of t h o u s a n d s  of p e o p l e  we r e  g a l v a n i s e d  by d a ily t e l e v i s i o n  

c o v e r a g e  of s e c u r i t y  f o r c e  a c t i o n  in b lack townships. T h e y  p a r ­

ticipated in m a r c h e s  and r a l l i e s  and c a l l e d  on their g o v e r n m e n t s  

to i n t e n s i f y  p r e s s u r e  on Pretoria.

In this context, and a g a i n s t  a b a c k g r o u n d  of g r o w i n g  civil war in 

South Africa, the E C C’s n o n - v i o l e n t  s t r a t e g y  and c o m m i t m e n t  to 

n o n - r a c i a l i s m  w e r e  seen as s y m b o l s  of hope.

It is important for you to know the w o r i d  is w atch i n g .

It is important for us to know that t h e r e  are t hose 

w o r k i n g  n o n - v i o l e n t l y  in a very d i f f i c u l t  s i t uation.

If, in the y ears to come, there is p e a c e  w i t h i n  a non- 

racial S o u t h  Africa, if the k i l l i n g  e n d s  and human 

r i g h t s  are respected, the credit for that will go to 

those who s t r u g g l e  in the present time. (WRI m e s s a g e  

of s u pport, May 1986)

The C o m m i t t e e  on South A f r i c a n  War R e s i s t a n c e

The S A D F’s r e p r e s s i v e  role in black t o w n s h i p s  al s o  s t i m u l a t e d  the 

growth of the C o m m i t t e e  on S o u t h  A f r i c a n  War R e s i s t a n c e  (Cosawr), 

based in L o n d o n  and A m s t e r d a m  (Chapter 7). In 1935 the o r g a n i s a ­

tion r e p o r t e d  b e i n g  a p p r o a c h e d  for a s s i s t a n c e  by an u n p r e c e d e n t e d  

number of S o u t h  A f r i c a n  c o n s c r i p t s  g o i n g  into e x i l e  (Busi n e s s  D a y  

12.9.1935). It helped them a p p l y  for polit i c a l  asylum, find 

a c c o m m o d a t i o n  and e m p l o y m e n t  and ad j u s t  to living in a new



c o u n t r y .

Between 1985 and 1988 C o s a w r  held public m e e t i n g s  and c u l t u r a l  

events, p r o d u c e d  p u b l i c a t i o n s  and lobbied par 1 i arnentar i ans and 

n o n - g o v e r n m e n t  o r g a n i s a t i o n s .  These a c t i v i t i e s  we r e  a i m e d  at 

gen e r a t i n g  s u p port -for the ECC and i m p r i s o n e d  c o n s c i e n t i o u s  o b ­

jectors, and p r o test a g a i n s t  the internal d e p l o y m e n t  o-f troops.

In 1988 C o s a w r  p a r t i c i p a t e d  in an i n i t i a t i v e  with E u r o p e a n  par- 

1 i amentar i ans ar o u n d  the large number o-f S o u t h  A-frican c o n s c r i p t s  

that hold p a s s p o r t s  o-f E u r o p e a n  E c o n o m i c  C o m m u n i t y  cou n t r i e s .  The 

initiative s o u g h t  to get the E u r o p e a n  P a r l i a m e n t  to e n c o u r a g e  

member c o u n t r i e s  to m a k e  " e n l i s t m e n t  in the S o u t h  A-frican armed 

■forces i n c o m p a t i b l e  with the r e t e n t i o n  o-f E u r o p e a n  c i t i z e n s h i p "  

(quoted in Evans, 1 9 8 9 b : 4).

Although C o s a w r  is in m a n y  r e s p e c t s  the 'external w i n g’ o-f the 

South A-frican war r e s i s t a n c e  m o v e ment, the ECC and the C o n s c i e n ­

tious O b j e c t o r  S u p p o r t  G r o u p  -felt o b l i g e d  to a v oid -formal c o n t a c t  

with it. This was b e c a u s e  the o r g a n i s a t i o n  o p e n l y  s u p p o r t s  the 

armed s t r u g g l e  o-f the ANC and e n c o u r a g e s  c o n s c r i p t s  to re-fuse to 

serve in the SADF. It is c o n s e q u e n t l y  r e g a r d e d  by the S o u t h  

A-frican g o v e r n m e n t  as 'highly s u b v e r s i v e’.

Despite this and o ther a t t e m p t s  by the ECC to p r o tect itself 

against a s t a t e  c r a c kdown, its gr o w t h  in the m i d - 1 9 8 0’s was 

matched by i n c r e a s i n g  s t a t e  e-f-forts to h a r a s s  and c r i m i n a l i s e  

it. T h e s e  e-f-forts r e a c h e d  a c l i m a x  wi t h  the i m p o s i t i o n  o-f the 

1936 S t a t e  o-f E m e rgency.
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THE ECC U N D E R  THE S T A T E  OF E M E R G E N C Y ,  1 9 8 6 - 1 9 8 8

In June 1986 the g o v e r n m e n t  imposed a na t i o n a l  S t a t e  of E m e r g e n c y  

that r e m a i n s  in f o rce at the time of w r iting. I ntended p r i m a r i l y  

to crush b l ack o r g a n i s a t i o n s  and r e s i s t a n c e ,  it was a l s o  used to 

s u p p r e s s  the ECC. Ma n y  of the E C C ’s a c t i v i s t s  we r e  d e t a i n e d ,  its 

m e e t i n g s  and p u b l i c a t i o n s  w e r e  banned, a n t i - E C C  p r o p a g a n d a  was 

stepped up and r e s t r i c t i o n s  w e r e  placed on o p p o s i n g  c o n s c r i p t i o n .

It took the ECC e i g h t e e n  m o n t h s  to r e c o v e r  f u l l y  fr o m  the c r a c k ­

down. In 1988 it r e g a i n e d  the i n i t i a t i v e  t h r o u g h  the "Know Your 

Rights" and " A l t e r n a t i v e  N a t i o n a l  S e r v i c e "  c a m paigns, p r o t e s t  

action ar o u n d  the S A D F’s i n v o l v e m e n t  in Angola, and a c t i v i t i e s  in 

s upport of c o n s c i e n t i o u s  o b j e c t o r s .  By m i d - 1 9 S 8  it was c l e a r  that 

s tate e f f o r t s  to d i s c r e d i t  and s i l e n c e  the o r g a n i s a t i o n  had 

failed and in Au g u s t  the g o v e r n m e n t  b a n n e d  it.

State r e p r e s s i o n  a g a i n s t  the ECC

The 1986 S t a t e  of E m e r g e n c y  i n t r o d u c e d  an u n p r e c e d e n t e d  w a v e  of 

r e p r e s s i o n  a g a i n s t  e x t r a - p a r  1 i a m e n t a r y  o p p o s i t i o n  to a p a r t h e i d  

(Webster, 1987). The ECC was one of the o r g a n i s a t i o n s  t a r g e t e d  

for special attack. In the f i rst six m o n t h s  of the E m e r g e n c y  it 

e x p e r i e n c e d  a level of h a r a s s m e n t  so i n t e n s e  that ma n y  o b s e r v e r s  

believed it had be e n  d e alt "a lethal blow" ( W e a k l x  H a l l

12.12.1986).

A central th r u s t  of the c r a c k d o w n  lay in s p e cial E m e r g e n c y  R egu-



lations w h i c h  p r o h i b i t e d  v a r i o u s  f o r m s  of p o l i t i c a l  p r o t e s t  and 

the m a k i n g  of " s u b v e r s i v e  s t a t e m e n t s " .  The latter i n cluded s t a t e ­

m e n t s  that "are i n tended to or have the e f f e c t  of u n d e r m i n i n g  or 

d i s c r e d i t i n g  the s y s t e m  of c o m p u l s o r y  m i l i t a r y  s e rvice" (£OY£Cn= 

m s n l  S a z e i l s , NO. 10230, 12 J u n e  1986). T h e  o f f e n c e  was p u n i s h ­

able by ten years' i m p r i s o n m e n t  or a R 2 0  000 fine. Its i n t e n t i o n  

a p peared to be the sie f a c i a  b a n n i n g  of the ECC.

A second thrust of the c r a c k d o w n  was the d e t e n t i o n  of tens of 

t h o u s a n d s  of a n t i - a p a r t h e i d  a c t ivists. 75 ECC mem b e r s ,  aged 

between 17 and 62, we r e  imprisoned. Th e y  w e r e  held for p e r i o d s  of 

b e t ween two w e e k s  and s e v e r a l  months. S o m e  w e r e  i n t e r r o g a t e d  

e x t e n s i v e l y  by S e c u r i t y  P o l i c e  and M i l i t a r y  I n t e l l i g e n c e  w h i l e  

others we r e  not q u e s t i o n e d  at all. Not one was b r o u g h t  to trial. 

On their r e l e a s e  from d e t e n t i o n  m a n y  w e r e  s e r v e d  with ' r e s t r i c ­

tion o r d e r s’ that p r o h i b i t e d  any f u r t h e r  i n v o l v e m e n t  in the ECC.

At least 30 ECC a c t i v i s t s  went into h i d i n g  to avoid det e n t i o n .  

They c h a n g e d  their a p p e a r a n c e ,  s w i t c h e d  c a r s  and h o u s e s  f r e ­

q uently and a v o i d e d  p l a c e s  k nown to the S e c u r i t y  Police.

The p o l i c e  raided ECC o f f i c e s  and homes, c o n f i s c a t i n g  h u n d r e d s  of 

d ocum e n t s  and personal c o r r e s p o n d e n c e .  M o r e  f r i g h t e n i n g  we r e  the 

- a n o n y m o u s’ acts of terror. The tyres of ECC m e m b e r s’ m o t o r  ca r s  

were slashed, wheel nu t s  w e r e  loosened and b r a k e  f l uid was 

drained. T h e r e  were o b s c e n e  t e l e p h o n e  c a l l s  and death threats. 

Bricks we r e  t h r o w n  t h r o u g h  car and h o u s e  w i n d o w s  and ECC o f f i c e s  

were v a n d a l i s e d .



ECC m e m b e r s  we r e  p h y s i c a l l y  a s s a u l t e d  on at least e i g h t  o c c a ­

sions. At 3 o ’clock one m o r n i n g  in July 1986 for example, petrol 

bo mbs w e r e  thr o w n  into the home of a c t i v i s t s  in J o h a n n e s b u r g .  The 

o c c u p a n t s  n a r r o w l y  e s c a p e d  injury but e x t e n s i v e  d a m a g e  w a s  do n e  

to some of the r o oms (Slat 14.7.1986). In O c t o b e r  the f o l l o w i n g  

year two m u s i c i a n s  we r e  s e v e r e l y  b e a t e n  up, one to the p o int of 

u n c o n s c i o u s n e s s ,  after h a n d i n g  out ECC p a m p h l e t s  at a n i g h t c l u b  

(Waeklx H a i l  9 . 1 0 . 1 9 8 7 ) .

The c r i m i n a l i s i n g  of the ECC

A f u r t h e r  thrust of the c r a c k d o w n  on the ECC took the f o r m  of a 

r e l e n t l e s s  and s o p h i s t i c a t e d  s m ear c a m p a i g n .  The c a m p a i g n  aimed 

to c r i m i n a l i s e  the ECC by p o r t r a y i n g  it as ' t r e a s o n o u s’ and 'part 

of the r e v o l u t i o n a r y  o n s l a u g h t’. If the labels stuck m a n y  p e o p l e  

who o p p o s e d  c o n s c r i p t i o n  w o uld be af r a i d  to s u p p o r t  the o r g a n i s a ­

tion, and r e p r e s s i v e  s t a t e  a c t i o n  a g a i n s t  it w o uld a p p e a r  j u s t i ­

fied.

State r a d i o  and t e l e v i s i o n  ran c o m m e n t a r i e s  on " c o n s c r i p t i o n , 

C h r i s t i a n i t y ,  c o m m u n i s m  and c i v i l i s a t i o n "  (SA B r o a d c a s t i n g  C o r p ­

oration, "Comment", 1 5.4.1987). R i g h t - w i n g  g r o u p s  and p u b l i c a ­

tions ' e x p o s e d’ the E C C ’s 'hidden links to M o s c o w’ (Appendix 7), 

and A f r i k a a n s  n e w s p a p e r s  c l a i m e d  that it was " s p r e a d i n g  M a r x i s t  

lit e r a t u r e  a m o n g s t  w h i t e  s c h o o l b o y s "  < Bac.PQJ2.t. 2 7 . 1 0 . 1 9 8 5 ) .  S A D F  

and g o v e r n m e n t  o f f i c i a l s  r e g u l a r l y  a c c u s e d  it of a t t e m p t i n g  to 

'undermine the d e f e n c e  of the R e p u b l i c’ and b e i n g  linked to

banned o r g a n i s a t i o n s .

We think the ECC is d a n g e r o u s  for SA. T h e s e  are p e o p l e



who plead e x c u s e s  but lack the moral f i b r e  to de f e n d  

the c o u n t r y  a g a i n s t  R u s s i a  and its s u r r o g a t e s .  (Deputy 

D e f e n c e  M i n i s t e r  B r e y t e n b a c h , C.iti.Z£H 15.8.1987'

The ECC is linked to the U n i t e d  D e m o c r a t i c  Front, the 

ANC, the SA C o m m u n i s t  P a r t y  and the C o m m u n i s t  P a r t i e s  

ir. Britain, the US and the Sov i e t  Union. W h e r e  do e s  

the ECC get its f u n d s ?  I will say no m o r e  than that it 

gets them from the s a m e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  s o u r c e s  as the 

ANC. (Mr Fick, N a t i o n a l  P a r t y  MP, Qi_liz.£n 11.2.1987)

New o r g a n i s a t i o n s  - V e t e r a n s  for Victory, End the End C o n s c r i p ­

tion C a m p a i g n  and S u p p o r t  N a t i o n a l  S e r v i c e  C a m p a i g n  - w e r e  fo r m e d  

to d i s c r e d i t  the ECC. G r a f f i t i  was s p r a y e d  on c h u r c h e s  and p r i ­

vate homes, p r o c l a i m i n g  its m e m b e r s  " M o s c o w’s puppets" and 

-yellow bas t a r d s " .  B o g u s  ECC p o s t e r s  a p p e a r e d  or, the s t r e e t s  

announcing " r e f r e s h i n g  t a l k s  w i t h  Irish g u e r i l l a s " .  S t i c k e r s  wi t h  

the m e s s a g e  "ECC: E v e r y  C o w a r d’s Cho ice" w e r e  stuck on s h o p  w i n ­

dows and t r a f f i c  signs. On one o c c a s i o n  h o s t i l e  p a m p h l e t s  fr o m  

the " A n t i - L i b e r a l  A l l i a n c e "  w e r e  d r o p p e d  over an ECC fair fr o m  a 

helicopter! (1)

The smear c a m p a i g n  b e g a n  in e a r n e s t  in late 1985 and r e a c h e d  

fever pitch wi t h  the i m p o s i t i o n  of the 1986 S t a t e  of E m e r g e n c y .  

Its ma i n  v e h i c l e  was a special e d i t i o n  of the u l t r a  r i g h t - w i n g  

fiisia E a n k e n  tJewaletten <SEfcl> . The n e w s l e t t e r  c l a i m e d  that the ECC 

was a " f o r e i g n - s u b s i d i s e d , t e l e - g u i d e d  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  w a r f a r e  

weapon a i med at g u t t i n g  our d e f e n c e s  and d e l i v e r i n g  us, bound, to 

our foe". The o r g a n i s a t i o n  was also said to be linked - t h r o u g h



overseas p e ace g r o u p s  to the "vast S o v i e t  'active m e a s u r e s  

a p p a r a t u s’" (fiida E £ £ k £ £  fcJfiWSlettfiC., April 1986).

The ECC took the AEtJ to the i n d e p e n d e n t  M e d i a  Council w h i c h  -found 

that the p u b l i c a t i o n  had "-failed to re p o r t  ne w s  t r u t h f u l l y  and 

a c c u r a t e l y "  and was g u i l t y  of "distortion, m i s r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  and 

omission". The Council r e q u e s t e d  the p r e s s  to p u b l i c i s e  its 

f i n d i n g s  and d i s c o u r a g e d  f u r t h e r  d i s t r i b u t i o n  of the n e w s l e t t e r  

(Cape l i m e s  6.11.1 9 8 6 ) .

N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  the c o n s e r v a t i v e  Nat i o n a l  S t u d e n t  F e d e r a t i o n  sent 

1 300 c o p i e s  to w h i t e  school p r i n c i p a l s  and the SA D F  d i s t r i b u t e d  

it a m o ngst s o l d i e r s  and p u p i l s  (Uleek 1 y M ai 1 6 . 3 .1987). T h e  n e w s ­

letter in fact b e c a m e  the s o u r c e  of ' i n f o r m a t i o n’ for m a n y  s u b s e ­

quent a t t a c k s  on the ECC. It was even quoted by s t a t e  l a w y e r s  in 

argument a g a i n s t  a c o u r t  a p p l i c a t i o n  for the r e l e a s e  of ECC 

d e t a i n e e s  in the E a s t e r n  C a p e  (££C£ I i m £ £  6 . 1 1 . 1 9 8 6 ) .

The E C C ’s r e s p o n s e  to the c r a c k d o w n

The first few m o n t h s  of the S t a t e  of E m e r g e n c y  w e r e  t r a u m a t i c  for 

the ECC. It i m m e d i a t e l y  put a hold on all pu b l i c  a c t i v i t y  until 

the l e g a l i t y  of f u r t h e r  c a m p a i g n i n g  could be e s t a b l i s h e d .  Its new 

p r i o r i t i e s  w e r e  to s u p p o r t  its a c t i v i s t s  in d e t e n t i o n  and in 

hiding and to rnai ntai n the m o r a l e  and c o h e s i o n  of the o r g a n i s a ­

tion.

A f u r t h e r  p r i o r i t y  was to m a k e  the o r g a n i s a t i o n  less v u l n e r a b l e  

to d e t e n t i o n s  and p o l i c e  s u r v e i l l a n c e .  In a d d i t i o n  to a c t i v i s t s  

going into hiding, c o m m i t t e e  m e e t i n g s  w e r e  o r g a n i s e d  c l a n d e s t i n e -



ly and other- s e c u r i t y  p r e c a u t i o n s  w e r e  taken. An internal 

m e m o r a n d u m  st a t e d  for e x a m p l e  that ECC b u s i n e s s  should never be 

discussed over- telep h o n e s ,  a c t i v i s t s  s h o u l d  w a tch for b e i n g  

followed to ' s a f e’ venues, and no w r i t t e n  n o t e s  should be taken 

at m e e t i n g s  in ca s e  they w e r e  raided by the police.

The m e m o r a n d u m  wa r n e d  h o w e v e r  a g a i n s t  o v e r r e a c t i n g  to the s i t u a ­

tion.

We need to r e m e m b e r  at all t i mes that we are a legal 

and not an u n d e r g r o u n d  o r g a n i s a t i o n .  T h e r e  is the 

da n g e r  that we b e c o m e  pa r a n o i d  or go to the other 

e x t r e m e  and r o m a n t i c i z e  what is h a p p e n i n g .  The trick 

is to find just the right level of s e c u r i t y  to p r o t e c t  

o u r s e l v e s  and at the same time c o n t i n u e  w o r k i n g  d e m o ­

c r a t i c a l l y .  ('ECC S e c u r i t y  M e m o r a n d u m’, September-

1986)

Once the initial shock of the S t a t e  of E m e r g e n c y  had w o r n  off, 

the ECC d e c i d e d  to r e s u m e  c a m p a i g n i n g .  It a c c e p t e d  that t h e r e  was 

a high risk of f u r t h e r  d e t e n t i o n s  and e v e n  c r i m i n a l  p r o s e c u t i o n ,

but was d e t e r m i n e d  not to 'ban i t s e l f’.

The g o v e r n m e n t  is a t t e m p t i n g  to o u t l a w  all o p p o s i t i o n  

to a p a r t h e i d  o u t s i d e  of parli a m e n t .  T o g e t h e r  with 

o t her d e m o c r a t i c  o r g a n i s a t i o n s  we have to c o n t e s t  its 

a b i l i t y  to do this. The pe o p l e  of S o u t h  A f r i c a  are not 

about to give up t heir struggle. Now m o r e  than ever 

they are looking to the w h i t e  c o m m u n i t y  to join them.

This m e a n s  that we m u s t  'get back on t o  the s t r e e t s’. 

(Internal ECC document)



The ECC was n e v e r t h e l e s s  careful to avoid c o n t r a v e n i n g  the E m e r ­

gency R e g u l a t i o n s ,  and in p a r t i c u l a r  the r e s t r i c t i o n  on ' u n d e r ­

m i n i n g  or d i s c r e d i t i n g  m i l i t a r y  s e r v i c e’. Its national c a m p a i g n s  

in 1987- "Let ECC Speak", "War is No S o l u t i o n "  and "War is Not 

Compul s o r y ,  L e t s  C h o o s e  a Just P e a c e " -  c a l l e d  for the right to 

op p o s e  c o n s c r i p t i o n  and f o c u s s e d  on v a r i o u s  a s p e c t s  of m i l i t a r i ­

sation. The central t h e m e  r e v o l v e d  ar o u n d  the 'economic, physical 

and p s y c h o l o g i c a l  c o s t s  of the i n t e n s i f y i n g  civil w a r’.

The c a m p a i g n s  ret a i n e d  the c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  i n g e n u i t y  and c r e a t i v ­

ity of ECC a ctivities. In C a p e  Town a n o n - r a c i a l  picnic was held- 

at A r c h b i s h o p  T u t u’s r e s i d e n c e  and p a v e m e n t  art drew large c r o w d s  

in the ci t y  centre. In J o h a n n e s b u r g  and P r e t o r i a  a c t i v i s t s  tied 

y e l l o w  r i b b o n s  around s t r e e t  p oles and t r e e s  in a call for the 

r e l ease of detainees. In Natal t here w e r e  p e a c e  c o r p s  p r o j e c t s  in 

black c o m m u n i t i e s ,  a d v e r t i s e d  t h r o u g h  s l i g h t l y  a l t ered S A D F  c a ll- 

up papers.

At the end of 1987 the ECC a s s e s s e d  its work u n d e r  the S t a t e  of 

Emergency. E i g h t e e n  m o n t h s  a fter a c r a c k d o w n  that m a n y  t h o ught 

would b r e a k  it, the o r g a n i s a t i o n  was intact and a c t i v e  and the 

m o r a l e  of its a c t i v i s t s  w a s  high.

[The g o v e r n m e n t  has] taken so m e  of the e x c i t e m e n t  and 

e x h i l a r a t i o n  out of our work, but in its place is a 

d e d i c a t i o n  and a l i f e - l o n g  c o m m i t m e n t .  The S t a t e  of 

E m e r g e n c y  is its own school, and we have s h a r p e n e d  our 

s k i l l s  and learned to m a x i m i s e  our human resources.

(ECC N a tional O r g a n i s e r ,  Q u t  Q± Stfija, ECC, S e p t e m b e r

1987)



The ECC a c k n o w l e d g e d  t h o u g h  that the h e i g h t e n e d  r e p r e s s i o n  had 

■forced it on t o  the d e f e n s i v e .  In s h i f t i n g  its f ocus f r o m  c o n ­

s c r i p t i o n  to m i l i t a r i s a t i o n  the o r g a n i s a t i o n  no longer g e n e r a t e d  

as high a level of public interest as before. The c o m m e r c i a l  

press was o ften sc a r e d  to report its a c t i v i t i e s ,  and the c o n ­

certed e f f o r t s  to c r i m i n a l i s e  it had l a r g e l y  be e n  s u c c e s s f u l  in 

A f r i k a a n s - s p e a k i n g  c o m m u n i t i e s  and c o n s e r v a t i v e  parts of the 

c o u n t r y .

The ECC in 1988

From the beginni-ng of 1988 until its b a n n i n g  in Au g u s t  that year 

the ECC e n j o y e d  its h i g h e s t  p r o f i l e  and b r o a d e s t  support. Its 

successful r e c o v e r y  was due both to i n d e p e n d e n t  polit i c a l  

d e v e l o p m e n t s  and to new s t r a t e g i e s  f o r m u l a t e d  in the light of its 

y ea r - e n d  asses s m e n t .  The new s t r a t e g i e s  i nvolved a b a n d o n i n g  the 

broad f o c u s  on m i l i t a r i s a t i o n  and r e s p o n d i n g  m o r e  d i r e c t l y  to the 

i mmediate n e e d s  and c o n c e r n s  of c o n s c r i p t s  and their families.

One such need was for i n f o r m a t i o n  about the legal and illegal 

a l t e r n a t i v e s  to m i l i t a r y  s e r v i c e  and a b out c o n s c r i p t s’ ri g h t s  and 

o b l i g a t i o n s  u n d e r  the D e f e n c e  Act. To me e t  this need the ECC held 

a s e r i e s  of "Know Your R i g h t s "  m e e t i n g s  at w h i c h  m e m b e r s  of the 

public c o u l d  put q u e s t i o n s  to a panel of ' e x p e r t s’- a c o n s c r i p ­

tion a d v i c e  c o u n s e l l o r ,  a lawyer s p e c i a l i s i n g  in m i l i t a r y  law and 

a c o n s c r i p t  who had s e r v e d  in the army. The m e e t i n g s  and a c c o m ­

panying m e d i a  b o o s t e d  the E C C ’s c r e d i b i l i t y  in that they p r o v i d e d  

a real public s e r v i c e  and u n d e r l i n e d  the fact that the o r g a n i s a ­

tion was not 'a n t i - c o n s c r i p t’, as the g o v e r n m e n t  claimed.



A second ar e a  of m a j o r  c o n c e r n  in the c o n s c r i p t e d  c o m m u n i t y  w a s  

around the S A D F’s d e e p e n i n g  i n v o l v e m e n t  in A n g o l a  (Chapter 2). 

B e t ween m i d - 1 9 8 7  and rnid-1988 the a u t h o r i t i e s  a n n o u n c e d  the d e a t h  

o-f 57 w h i t e  s o l d i e r s  (Weekly flail 2 9 . 4.1988) (2). A l t h o u g h  this 

fig u r e  w a s  r e l a t i v e l y  small for a c o n v e n t i o n a l  war, it p r o v o k e d  

an e x t r a o r d i n a r y  wa v e  of o p p o s i t i o n  fr o m  s e c t o r s  of the w h i t e  

c o m m u n i t y  that had p r e v i o u s l y  been u n c r i t i c a l  of the SADF.

P r o - g o v e r n m e n t  n e w s p a p e r s  and c o n s e r v a t i v e  p a r e n t s  of s o l d i e r s  

killed in a c t i o n  q u e s t i o n e d  the a r m y’s p r e s e n c e  in A n g o l a  for the 

f i rst t ime.

You know I often do think of how it happened. T h e r e  

w e r e  ten of them in a Ratel [ m i l i t a r y  ve h i c l e ]  and it 

was o n e  of those new bombs, a mis s i l e ,  s o m e t h i n g  like 

that. He was in a c o n v o y  of R a t e l s  and it was the only 

one bombed. Can you b e l i e v e  that? I s n’t it t e r r i b l e  

that it should be my s o n ?  P e r s o n a l l y  I feel that our 

c h i l d r e n  should not be f i g h t i n g  in that war. It is our 

du t y  to g i v e  our so n s  to the army- n o b o d y  really w a n t s  

them to go, but it is our duty to send them. But ...we 

are not told that our c h i l d r e n  are b e i n g  sent into 

Angola. We think they are in S o u t h  West Africa. S i n c e  

P i e t e r  died I have had a lot of p h one calls. P e o p l e  

are u n h a p p y  that t h eir c h i l d r e n  are b e i n g  sent into 

Angola. (Mother of 1 9 - y e a r - o l d  s o l d i e r  killed in 

Angola, EaiC. L a d y  17.4.1988)

The most d r a m a t i c  i n d i c a t i o n  of the m a i n s t r e a m  A f r i k a a n s  c o m m u ­

n i t y’s o p p o s i t i o n  was a c r i t i c a l  e d i t o r i a l  in D i e  K e c k b a d e  (The



Church M e s s e n g e r ) , the o f f i c i a l  p u b l i c a t i o n  of the s t a t e  church, 

the N e d e r d u i t s e  G e r e f o r m e e r d e  Kerk (Dutch Re-formed Church).

W i t h o u t  a t t e m p t i n g  to d i s c u s s  the issue out o-f its 

political or m i l i t a r y  context, we n e v e r t h e l e s s  want to 

ra ise the q u e s t i o n  o-f w h e t h e r  it w o u l d  not be m o r a l l y  

and e t h i c a l l y  c o r r e c t  -for S o uth A f r i c a  to w i t h d r a w  its 

tr o o p s  c o m p l e t e l y  f r o m  Angola. The fact of the m a t t e r  

is that A n g o l a  is not its territory. It s e ems to us 

that the m o r e  or less p e r m a n e n t  p r e s e n c e  of troops in 

this f o r e i g n  c o u n t r y  can be q u e s t i o n e d  on C h r i s t i a n -  

ethical grounds. (Hie bl£E.kl2Qd.£ 8.6. 193Q)

A lt h o u g h  t h ese p r o t e s t s  w e r e  not linked to the a n t i - a p a r t h e i d  war 

r e s i s t a n c e  m o v e m e n t  they c r e a t e d  the s p a c e  for it to c a m p a i g n  

v i g o r o u s l y  a g a i n s t  SADF ext e r n a l  a g g r e s s i o n .  The ECC o r g a n i s e d  

protest m e e t i n g s  around the c o u n t r y  and p r o d u c e d  m e d i a  e x p l a i n i n g  

d e v e l o p m e n t s  in Angola. It al s o  d e l i v e r e d  a s t a t e m e n t  to m i l i t a r y  

h e a d q u a r t e r s  in Cape Town and a m o r e  d e t a i l e d  m e m o r a n d u m  to the 

M i n i s t e r  of D e f e n c e  (ECC, 1988b).

The E C C ’s m a j o r  a c t i v i t y  in 1988 was the " A l t e r n a t i v e  Nat i o n a l  

S e r v i c e” campa i g n .  The c a m p a i g n  called on the g o v e r n m e n t  to a l l o w  

c o n s c r i p t s  to do " n o n - g o v e r n m e n t  and n o n - m i l i t a r y  national s e r ­

vice that is in the i n t e r e s t s  of the n a t i o n  and its p e o p l e  as a 

w h o l e”. The call was e n d o r s e d  by a w i d e  r a n g e  of aca d e m i c s ,  

b u s i n e s s  leaders, par 1 i a m e n t a r y  parties, w e l f a r e  o r g a n i s a t i o n s  

and E n g l i s h - l a n g u a g e  c h u r c h e s  and n e w s p a p e r s ,  m a n y  of w h i c h  did 

not s u p p o r t  the m o r e  radical de m a n d  to end c o n s c r i p t i o n .
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