STATEMENT OF EVIDENCE BY DR. A.3. XUMA

I am a medical practitioner residing at 85, Toby
Street, Sophiatown, Johannesburg.
I am President of the African National Congress,
the only national body representing African opinion in the
uUunion, N h tt* A e K
My organisation has made representations to various
commissions appointed by the Union Government to consider
problems affecting the native people regarding the question
of organising and recognising Trade Unions among the native
workers.
The first representation was made in 1941 to the
Kaffir Beer Commission. I gave evidence to the effect that the
Government ought to grant recognition by the Department of
Labour of organised native tmde unions with rights, privileges
and immunities pertaining to such organisations among Europeans.
I gave evidence on behalf of my organisation to the
inter—departmental committee on the social, health and economic
conditions of the urban natives on the 11th October, 1941, when
I again urged the Government to grant recognition arid registration
of African trade unions by the Department of Labour, with rights,
privileges and immunities pertaining to such organisations among
Europeans.
On the 4th March, 1942, a deputation from the African
National Congress interviewed the Deputy Prime Minister regarding
recognition to African trade unions. I hand in a copy of the
memorandum which was submitted to the Deputy Prime Minister at
that time.
It is my definite opinion that had the Government

taken steps to recognise trade union#f organisations and to

/ institute



institute bargaining by trade unions with employers through

the Labour Department, a great many incidents, such as the one

in the Northfield Colliery, the recent sporadic strikes in

Johannesburg, and the bloodshed at Pretoria, would hav e been

avoided.



Collection Number: AD843
XUMA, A.B., Papers

PUBLISHER:

Publisher:- Historical Papers Research Archive
Location:- Johannesburg

©2013

LEGAL NOTICES:

Copyright Notice: All materials on the Historical Papers website are protected by South
African copyright law and may not be reproduced, distributed, transmitted, displayed, or
otherwise published in any format, without the prior written permission of the copyright
owner.

Disclaimer and Terms of Use: Provided that you maintain all copyright and other notices
contained therein, you may download material (one machine readable copy and one print
copy per page) for your personal and/or educational non-commercial use only.

People using these records relating to the archives of Historical Papers, The Library,
University of the Witwatersrand, Johannesburg, are reminded that such records
sometimes contain material which is uncorroborated, inaccurate, distorted or untrue.
While these digital records are true facsimiles of paper documents and the information
contained herein is obtained from sources believed to be accurate and reliable, Historical
Papers, University of the Witwatersrand has not independently verified their content.
Consequently, the University is not responsible for any errors or omissions and excludes
any and all liability for any errors in or omissions from the information on the website or
any related information on third party websites accessible from this website.

This document is part of the archive of the South African Institute of Race Relations, held
at the Historical Papers Research Archive at the University of the Witwatersrand,
Johannesburg, South Africa.



