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N A J I O N A L  c a m p a i g n  a n d  o t h e r  p u b l i c  w o r k

p r o g r a m m e

- ai ms

- s t r a t e g y

- tactics '

- e l e c t i o n s

- c a m p a i g n

- new f o r m s  of work

B l E i s i S D z Q U h i D Q

It is g e n e r a l l y  r e c o g n i s e d  in E C C  that w e  n e e d  to e m b a r k  on so m e  

form of c a m p a i g n  work. To c o - o r d i n a t e  a d e c i s i o n  for a national 

c a m p a i g n  has be e n  a p r o b l e m a t i c  o n e  and, d e s p i t e  t h e  m a n d a t e  

g iven by r egions, NC is still not in a p o s i t i o n  to m a k e  t h e  final 

decision. NC t h e r e f o r e  p r o p o s e s  a r e c o m m e n d a t i o n  w hich regicnfc 

may e i t h e r  a c c e p t  or reject: if r e g i o n s  a r e  u n h a p p y  with the 

NC c a m p a i g n  p r o p o s a l  t h e y  m a y  r e j e c t  it and run t h e i r  own 

s p e c i f i c  c a m p aign. T h e  NC p r o p o s a l  is t h e  o n l y  p o s s i b i l i t y  for a 

n ational c a m p a i g n  at t h i s  s t a g e  - c o - o r d i n a t i n g  a nat i o n a l  

d e c i s i o n  on a d i f f e r e n t  o n e  will be as p r o b l e m a t i c  if c o n d u c t e d  

under t h e  s a m e  c o n d i t i o n s .

§!itti.Qg the t o n e

D e s p i t e  the r e p r e s s i o n ,  the l i m i t a t i o n s  p l a c e d  on E C C  by the new 

r e g u l a t i o n s  and by t h e  fear in t h e  w h i t e  c o m m u n i t y ,  E C C’s issue 

is still v e r y  m u c h  T H E  i s s u e  and as S A  d r i f t s  c l o s e r  to a civil 

war, cur s u p p o r t  grows. We ne e d  a c a m p a i g n .  B u t  we a l s o  h a v e  a



p r o b l e m  in t e r m s  of. s e c u r i t y  and r i s k s  u n d e r  c u r r e n t  c o n d i t i o n s  

which limit, t h e  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  of h i g h - p r o f i l e  action.

We  s h o u l d  t h e r e f o r e  a p p r o a c h  the c a m p a i g n  in t e r m s  of a tw o -  

pro n g e d a11 a c k : we con t i n u e  m a s s  w o r k  i n t h e w h i t e  c o n s t i t u e n c y  

and c o n t i n u e  "old s t y l e "  wo r k  w h e r e  w e  can. H o w e v e r  w e  need to 

work c l o s e l y  w i t h  our most s u p p o r t i v e  c o n s t i t u e n c y  and g e n e r a t e  

a c t i o n s  a r o u n d  them,, for e xample, h o u s e - m e e t i n g s ,  et cetera, as 

well as g e n e r a t e  s u p p o r t  f r o m  a f f i l i a t e s .

E C C ' s  needs; w e  ne e d  to r e g a i n  our p u b l i c  p r e s e n c e  and to r e d r e s s  

r i g h t - w i n g  a t t a c k  s e t - b a c k s  (for example, A i d a  Parker), and to 

ass e r t  o u r s e l v e s  n a t i o n a l l y .  T h e r e  are of c o u r s e  internal n e e d s  

w hich will be s a t i s f i e d  as well. We t h r i v e  on our "work ethic" 

and c a m p a i g n s  e p i t o m i s e  our work.

We need to t a k e  up i s s u e s  in t h e  w h i t e  c o m m u n i t y  and to a s s e s s  

w h e r e  t h e y  a r e  at. B e c a u s e  of t h e  elect i o n ,  n a t i o n a l  i s s u e s  are 

high in p e o p l e’s m i n d s  and t h i s  is o n e  t i m e  wh e n  p e o p l e  are 

r e a l l y  h y p e d  a r o u n d  nat i o n a l  issues. E C C  n e e d s  to tap into this. 

Our p u b l i c  work must, l e g i t i m i z e  us and w o o  back the p r e s s  and 

s u p p o r t  f r o m  our c o n s t i t u e n c y ,

When p l a n n i n g  s p e c i f i c  a c t i o n s  a r o u n d  the n e x t  f e w  m o n t h s  we need 

to t a k e  i n t o  a c c o u n t  t h e  S A D F’s bi r t h d a y ,  w h i c h  is s o m e  t i m e  in 

April, CO Do n n  E d w a r d’s trial in B l o e m f o n t e i n  in e a r l y  May, and 

Intern a t i o n a l  CO Day, w h i c h  is on May 15th. P h i l i p  W i 1 k e n s o n  goes

n,



on trial on M a r c h  25 -for f a i l i n g  to report. He p l a n s  to plead 

guilty, but in m i t i g a t i o n  will call on V I P s  l i k e  Tutu, W e n d y  Orr 

to s u p p o r t  him. We n e e d  to g e n e r a t e  n a t i o n a l  f o c u s  ar o u n d  

P h i l i p’s action. S A C B C  a r e  r u n n i n g  an a l t e r n a t e  s e r v i c e  c a m p a i g n  

and a r e  l o o k i n g  for about ten c o n s c r i p t s  w h o  will join the ch’urch 

a l t e r n a t e  s e rvice. T h i s  in e f f e c t  m e a n s  a s k i n g  t h e m  to s e r v e  six 

y e a r s  b e c a u s e  t h e  B o a r d  will o b v i o u s l y  n o t  a c c e p t  t h e m  as 

" l e g i t i m a t e” COs.

C o - o r d i n a t i n g  n a t i o n a l  d i s c u s s i o n  w a s  in fa c t  v e r y  easy. We felt 

that the t w o  c a m p a i g n s  r e g i o n s  had d i s c u s s e d  c o u l d  q u i t e  e a s i l y  

fit into t h e  C T  p r o p o s a l  w h i c h  is a f o c u s  on E C C  c h o i c e s  for 

peace,, s p e c i f i c a l l y  t h e  r i g h t  not to go in t o  the t o w n s h i p s  and 

the r i ght not t o  s e r v e  in Namibia.

T h e r e  w e r e  a l s o  a f e w  c o m m o n  d e n o m i n a t o r s :  a f o c u s  on

- n o n - r a c i a l i s m

- t h e  c o s c r i p t

- t h e  e l e c t i o n s

After s o m e  d i s c u s s i o n  and b r a i n s t o r m i n g ,  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  t h e m e  was 

s e l e c t e d :

WA R  IS N Q I  C O M P U L S O R Y  - L E T S  C H O O S E  P E A C E

WAR: l ooks at t h e  c o s t s  of civil to s o c i e t y / t o w n s h i p s / c o n s c r i p t s .

PEACE; "lets c h o o s e  p e a c e "  i m p l i e s  th a t  t h e r e  is not a good 

e n o u g h  p e a c e  w h i c h  i m p l i e s  that t h e r e  a r e  un j u s t  laws.

"Lets" a l s o  i m p l i e s  a c t i o n  and we s h o u l d  c o n t i n u o s l y  call





on p e o p l e  to s u p p o r t  t h e  c a m p a i g n  actively,

NB: we ne e d  to -focus s p e c i f i c a l l y  on wh a t  E C C  m e a n s  so that it is 

not lost in the e l e c t i o n  and a l s o  what E C C  m e a n s  for a just 

peace. Thi s 1 e n d s i t s e 1 f t a  W J P a c t ions a n d w e s h o uld look -for a 

WJP a c t i o n  but wi t h  t h e  c a u t i o n  that Cl" had t r o u b l e  g e 1 1 x n g  

peop 1 e moti vat.ed f or t h e i r  W J P  a c t i o n  duri ng W I N S  b e c a u s e  i t 

w a s n ' t  t h e  m a i n  focus. We a l s o  n e e d  a s t o n g  s u b - s l o g a n  to g i v e  a 

b a s i s  to t h e  t h e m e  - r e g i o n s  ne e d  to c o m e  up w i t h  som e t h i n g .

- one s l o g a n  that can be  u s e d  is: J H E  P R O B L E M  W I T H  J H I S  G E N E R A L  

E L E C T I O N  IS J H A J  WE D D N U  K N O W  W H I C H  G E N E R A L  W E ’_RE ELECTINBJ..

FORM

Two--prong ed a p p r o a c h  - do m a s s  w o r k  w h e r e  w e  can w i t h o u t  t a k i n g

unn e c e s s a r y  r i s k s .

- l o w - l e v e l  s o l i d  p e r s o n - t o - p e r s o n  work,,

- elections p r e s s  P F P  c a n d i d a t e s  to d i s c u s s / t a k e  p o s i t i o n s  on 

a l t e r n a t i  v e s / c o s t s .

- media: u s e  i m a g e s  and f o r m  of e l e c t i o n  media.

- p e t i t i o n  f r o m  v e t e r a n s  d e m a n d i n g  the r i g h t  not to go into the 

towrishi ps.

- -  W  J P a c t i on in v o I v i. n g V I P s  „

- Nat. m e e t i n g s :  h e c k l e r s / s e r i o u s  q u e s t i o n e r s / e n  m a s s e  wal k - o u t s .

- p u b l i c l y  c h a l l e n g e  Mat M P s  to debates,,

- op e n  letter to P W / J a n n i e .

- S A D F :'s b i r t h d a y :  b i r t h d a y  card in papers.

- E C C  e a s t e r  eggs.

- take into a c c o u n t  M a y  Day: h o w  m a n y  m o r e  t r o o p s  (costs) to



p o l i c e  M a y  Day.

- h o u s e  meeti n g s .

- u t i l i s e  ML/post,—box drops.

- s u r v e y  about, our demands.

- t e l e p h o n e  c a n v a s s i n g

- "What a r e  you d o i n g  -for t h e  c o n s c r i p t "  s t u c k  o n / n e a r  e l e c t i o n  

posters.

- d e b a t e / p a n e l s  on c o s t s  of the war C j u x t a p o s e d  w i t h  an ECC 

s p e a k e r  w h o  p u t s  -forward our a l t e r n a t i v e  for peace].

- m u r a l s  d e p i c t i n g  choice.

- r e l e a s i n g  d o v e s / b a l l o o n s  w i t h  slogans.

N A T I O N A L  A C T I V I T I E S

24th April: Day of m o u r n i n g / r e f l e c t i o n  for t h e  c o s t s  of t h e  war. 

T I M I N G

R e g i o n s  s h o u l d  c o m m e n c e  t h e  c a m p a i g n  ASAP. We s h o u l d  peak 

n a t i o n a l l y  t o w a r d s  the end of April and c o n t i n u e  as long as we 

can t h i n k  nec e s s a r y .
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