
Ths Federation of uo.<th Afric a l«t«A protw ta against the 

present c s» >sign of ia tia lc a t lo n  carried on fey the -olios thrwseh 

the asdiiui o f the press and encouraged by the refusal of the 

Mayor of Johannesburg to tec the representatives o f the woaen 

who n»iii present th slr  rotewts at the C ity h all on Tnursday, 

November 27th

On the steps of the City Hall are inscribed the <ords 

*LJr4»f *£ fChi}£Vm.  Lost ws forget to st <sen ulsd for fre«uoa and 

uenooraoy. cut the doers o f ths City Uali to whlon these steps 

lead are olossd to the representatives o f ths aany wonan 

eant to >resent their ^rievsnees to ths H^yor.

to epemk o f *lavleesneee* is  deliberate and uncalled for 

in tlsid n tion # for the federation of South A rrle* fcoaen has a&de 

i t  clear to toe Mayor that i t  is  not trio intention o f the *oaen 

to break any laws. The refusal of the K*iyor to aeet the woaens' 

re ̂ resent lvee on Thursday has been received with dee? regret 

but i t  is  not the f ir s t  tiae that the woaen have been set with 

euch a refusal. On Au uat 9th, l & t ,  go.occ woven o f a ll raoes 

*©at to the Union Buildings in Pretoria to orotsat against masses 

to the la ts  ir ia e  in ister. He refused tr> sse then. But the 

tenon h ndeO in their r i t  ten protseta at tne Union Sulldln^e. 

There ..ere no loud eivuta of l l  .cg a ilty ; no threata of dire 

juniw£uent o f law breakers; ths police oontented theaeelves toy

. . . .stating



etntln, thftt there *oulo be no interference roviueti the 

women din not infringe the lew, anc txxe w^aen preeentec their  

roteata in ol^nity end d iscip lin e  acclalmet. throughout tue  land.

Tne lea n in g  o f reference books to African woaeu urns caused
m

deep enger ltd resentment in Johannesburg. The ro le  o f  tne 

City Council ana i t s  o f f i e i e l s  «p ««ra dubious ana sgdnst the 

in terests  of African women, wbn although they have no vote art 

nevertheless >eople of tne C ity . Many woaen of other races 

support tne African women in tneir indignation and all wish to  

>roteat to tne 4eyor. *>ince ne naa refuasd to <aeet tn slr  

spokeswomen oa Ihursday, the woaen os* do no a*»re than leave 

th eir protects at ths City Hall.

Is i t  scrims to hand in a protest? Or is  i t  the exercise  

of the fundsmcntsl ceaocrr.tlc right o f  *ny lndividusl to ^roteet 

agclast *n e v il?  Where and how sh all the eople o f th is  c ity  

protest i f  not to ths Mayor? And i f  others corns fro* other 

towns to add th eir voices to the protest -  is  thst s criae?  

toho rules Jouanneeburg? The elected C ity  Council or the Govern

ment sppolnted aoliee?

These are rueetlons »hlch cemnt. an answer -  l e s t  we forget.
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