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THE NEW SWAZ1LAND.-N0. 1

THE CHANGED POSITION IN 
SWAZILAND

MR. AMERY’S 1927 VISIT INSTILS 
NEW VIGOUR

T h e  s e r ies  o f  a rt ic le s , o f  w h ic h  th e  fo l lo w in g  is th e  firs t, 
w i l l  a t te m p t  to  g iv e  an  a c c o u n t o f  th e  n e w  s itu a tion  th a t 
has a risen  in  S w a z i la n d  o u t o f  M r . A m e r y ’s v is it  to  S ou th  
A fr ic a  th re e  a n d  a h a lf y e a rs  a go . T h e  w r it e r  b eg in s  b y  
d iscu ss in g  th e  e ffe c ts  o f  th e  fresh  a ir  o f  s e c u r ity  and  
e n c o u ra g e m e n t  le t  in b y  th e  k n o w le d g e  th a t  th e  B r it ish  
G o v e rn m e n t  is n o w  p re p a re d  t o  len d  th e  t e r r it o r y  v e r y  
m a te r ia l a ss istan ce, and  th a t th e  u n s e tt lin g  q u es t ion  o f  
in c o rp o ra t io n  in  th e  U n io n  h as re c e d e d  in to  a d is ta n t 
b a c k g ro u n d .

( F R O M  A  S P E C IA L  C O R R E S P O N D E N T . )

P e rh a p s  it  w o u ld  be fa n c i fu l  to  re -  h ig h ly  s ig n if ic a n t  c h a n ge  in  th e  H ig h  
p re s en t M r. L e o p o ld  A m e ry ,  s o m e tim e  C om m it s i on e rsh ip  its e lf .
S e c re ta ry  o f  S ta te  fo r  th e  D o m in io n s  A n d . in d eed , S w a z ila n d  is th e  m ost 
a n d  C o lo n ie s  as a fa ir y  p r in c e  k iss in g  p ro m is in g  o f  th e  H ig h  C om m iss ion  
th e  s le ep in g  b ea u ty  o f  S w a z ila n d  to  t e r r ito r ie s  fo r  d e v e lo p m e n t  a n d  fo r  
l i fe .  B u t i t  is  a  p la in  m a tte r  o f  fa c t  e x p e r im e n ta t io n  in  th e  A f r ic a n  p rob -
th a t  s in ce  h is  S o u th  A f r ic a n  v is it  o f  
1927, th e  te r r it o r y  h a s  s t ir re d  to  a n ew  
a w a k en in g . P re v io u s ly ,  la ck  o f  c o m 
m u n ica tio n s  w ith  th e  o u ts id e  w o rld  
h a d  c o n fin e d  th e  p o s s ib ilit ie s  01 
e c o n o m ic  g ro w th  w ith in  n a rro w  lim its . 
T h e  n e a re s t  p o in ts  o n  th e  U n io n  r a i l
w a y  s ys tem  w e r e  a t  P ie t  R e t ie f,  
L o th a ir  an d  B a rb e r to n — a l l  w e ll ou t-

le m s  o f  th e  d a y — a n  a d m ira b ly  a r -  i 
r a n g e d  la b o ra to ry  w h ere  B r ita in ,  i f  I 
sh e  c a res  to  ta k e  th e  trou b le , m a y  , 
d e m o n s tra te , in  fu l l  v ie w  o f  A ln -  
k an er ism , th e  p ra c t ic a l s u p e r io r ity  o f  i 
h e r  o w n  p o licy . I t  is  a  c o u n try  w ith  1 
im p o r ta n t  reso u rces  in  coa l, asbestos, 
a n d  m eta ls . I t s  c o n d it io n s  o f  c lim a te  
a n d  r a in fa l l  a f fo r d  s cop e  f o r  a  wide-

s id e  th e  S w a z ila n d  b o rd e r  a n d  m a n y , ra n g e  o f  a g r ic u ltu ra l a n d  p a s t o r a l , 
d a y s  by  o x -w a g o n  fro m  su ch  a re a s  o f  a c t iv ity .  I t  is  h a rd ly  to u ch ed , an d  1 
p ro d u c t io n  as  e x is te d  w ith in  th e  te r r i-  *»v./*ii«* -n e n n iu  t* <c nn t a !
to ry . M u ch  th e  s a m e  a p p lie d  to  th e  
P o r tu g u e s e  r a ilh e a d  a t  G o b a  on  th e  
e as t— w ith  th is  d if fe r e n c e ,  th a t  P o r tu -

a lm o s t  w h o lly  u n sp o ilt. I t  is  n o t 
s im p le  n a t iv e  res e rve , a n d  its  s e t t l e d 1 
w h ite  p o p u la t io n , s m a ll as i t  m a y  be, j 
is  g en u in e ly  a n d  lo y a l ly  a tta c h e d  to  I

gu ese  cu s tom s  a r ra n g em e n ts  m a d e  i t  th e  lan d , o f  w h ich  n e a r ly  tw o -th ird s  
^  m a in  pvpd Ipss s e r v ic e a b le 1 is  in  its  o w n e rsh ip . T h e s e  fa c ts , con -
f  o m  th e  s ta n d p o in t  o f  th e  S w a z ila n d  
p rod u cer . M r .  A m e ry ’s v is it  ch a n ced  
to  c o in c id e  w ith  im p o r ta n t  n ew  tra n s 
p o r t  d e ve lo p m en ts , f o r  in  Ju ly . 1927,

jo in e d , g u a ra n te e  S w a z ila n d 's  m a te r ia l 
d v e lo p m e n t a lo n g  th e  lin e s  w h ich  
E u ro p ea n  c iv i l is a t io n  h a s  m a d e  its 
ow n . T h e y  a lso  red u ce  th e  qu es tio n

th e  D u rb a n -Z u lu la n d  l in e  w as  ex-1 w h e th e r  such  d e v e lo p m e n t  can  u lti-  
ten d e d  r ig h t  u p  to  th e  S w a z ila n d  bor-1 m a te lv  b e  to  th e  b e n e f it  o f  S w a z ila n d 's  
d e r  a t  G o lle l,  th us g iv in g  th e  te r r i-  in h a b ita n ts , b la ck  o r  w h ite , t o  on e  
to ry  d ire c t  a ccess to  th e  D u rb a n  m a r -1 o f  a b s tra c t p h ilo so p h y . F o r  g ood  o r  ill,
k e t. M o r e  e v en  th a n  th is, b y  th e  b e g in 
n in g  o f  1928 th e  U n io n  r a ilw a y  a d 
m in is t r a t io n  w as  o p e ra t in g  a  r e g u la r  
a n d  s y s te m a tic  ro a d  m o to r  se rv ic e  
th ro u g h o u t S w a z ila n d  its e l f ;  an d  lin k 
in g  e v e r y  d is t r ic t  w ith  th e  r a i l  e ith e r  a t  
G o l le l  in  th e  sou th  o r  a t  P ie t  R e t ie t  
o r  B re y to n  in  th e  w es t. A b o u t th e  
s a m e  t im e , i t  w as  a r ra n g e d  th a t  
P or tu gu ese  buses s e r v in g  G o b a  an d  
L ? u re n co  M a rq u es  sh o u ld  ru n  th ro u gh  
t o  S teg i, 18 m ile s  in s id e  th e  S w a z ila n d  
b o rd er . T h u s , as i t  w e re  in  a  flash , 
th e  c o u n try  fo u n d  i t s e l f  fu rn ish ed  
w ith  a  t r a n s p o r t  s ys tem  m a n y  t im es  
qu ick e r, m o re  e ffic ie n t , m o re  c om p le te , 
a n d  c h e a p e r  th a n  i t  h a d  e v e r  k n o w n  
b e fo re . S w a z ila n d  w as  n o w  d e fin ite ly  
o n  th e  m a p . w ith  p ro d u c t io n  fo r  e x 
p o r t  w e ll w ith in  th e  ra n g e  o f  p ra c t ic 
a b il ity . M r. A m e ry  se ized  th e  o p p o r 
tu n ity  t o  ass is t such  p ro d u c tio n  b y  e n 
s u r in g  th e  a v a i la b i l i t y  o f  Im p e r ia l  
fu n d s  fo r  a g r ic u ltu ra l loa n s  an d  
f o r  c a p ita l e x p e n d itu re  on  road s , 
b rid g es , a n d  c o m m u n ic a t io n s  g en e ra lly . 
H is  in te r e s t  h a s  b een  m a in ta in e d  by 
h is  su ccessors  in  o ffic e , a n d  in  th e

th ey  a re  l im it in g  fa c to r s  in  th e  a d 
m in is t r a t iv e  p ro b lem , a n d  o n  th e ir  
basis th e  c o n ta c t  o f  E u ro p ea n  an d  
n a t iv e  cu ltu res  m u s t be a d ju s te d  w ith  
su ch  e q u ity  a s  B r it is h  s ta te sm a n sh ip  
c a n  d e v is e

N A T IV E  F E E L IN G .

A t  p re s en t th e  E u ro p ea n  co m m u n ity  
is  a p t  t o  f la t t e r  i t s e l f  on  its  r e la t io n s  
w ith  th e  n a tiv es . T h e  a c co u n t c o m 
m o n ly  g iv e n  is  th a t  th ose  re la t io n s  
h a ve  a lw a ys  b een  g ood  an d  a re  g ro w 
in g  b e tte r. E v id e n ce  te n d e red  fro m  
th e  n a t iv e  s id e, on  th e  o th e r  h an d , 
does  n o t  a lw a y s  c o r ro b o ra te  th is  s an 
gu in e  v iew . N a t iv e  fe e l in g  on  th e  w h o le  
6eem s to  be th a t  th ose  r ea c t io n s  to  
th e  c o lo u r  q u es tio n  w h ich  h a ve  m ade  
th e  w h ite  p o p u la t io n  o f  th e  U n io n  a 
b y-w ord  in  th e  c iv il is e d  w o r ld  a r e  b e
c o m in g  se co n d  n a tu re  to  th e  w h ite  
p o p u la t io n  o f  S w a z ila n d  also. T h e  
o p t im is m  o f  th e  la t t e r  is p ro b a b ly  
based  on  th e  fa c t  th a t, o w in g  to  th e  
p r im it iv e  e c on o m y  o f  th e  c o u n try , th e  
res p e c t iv e  in te re s ts  o f  w h it e  an d  b la ck  

----------------h n *  rtraw n  h a v e  h a rd ly  b egu n  to  sh o w  e v en  an  i
y ea r  o r  tw o  S w a z ila n d  h as d raw  R p pearan ce  o f  c o n flic t. B u t i t  is no te - 

a d d it io n a l b e n e fits  fr o m  th e^ 0 " “  ^  th a t , as  s00n as th ey  do. th e
D e v e lo p m e n t F u n d  s e tu p  by  M r. Rarn^ a p p ea ra n ce  is  d e a lt  w ith  a f t e r  u ie
s a y  M a c D o n a ld s  O  . . m a n n er  fa sh io n a b le  in  th e  U n ion . F o r
even T r e ^ u ry  grants-m-aid to bala c ; exam p]e therp ^  a strong European
excess of current expenditure prejudice against the grant of trading
revenue. The pulse ot a new progress J o _ tiTe,  within the 
is beating P^ceptibly_ ^ r° b - j u n d a r i e s  of the townships; and up
marvef gt ^ h e ^ h a n g e fr o m to e  long till now the authorities have thought

f tsTnc™ ragem en teel j na’ fve representations. A more striking 
s tim u lu s  o f  its  en cou rag em en t. in s ta n ce , s in ce  so fa r  fro m  fu th e r in g

t n p o r p o r  A T IO N  E u rop ean  e con o m ic  in te re s ts  i t  cuts
across  th em , is  th e  ob s t in a te  reluc- 

F o r  20 y ea rs  S w a z ila n d  h a s  su ffe red  ta n ce  o f  th e  E u rop ean  tob^cco -g row ers  
fro m  th e  supposed  im m in en c e  o f  its  o f  th e  sou th  to  a c c e p t n a tiv e  g ro w ers  
In co rp o ra t io n  in  th e  U n ion . T h e  as m em b ers  o f  th e  p roposed  tobacco  

♦ C o lo n ia l o ffic e  a llo w e d  i t  to  d r i f t  o n  c o -o p - ra t iv e  soc ie ty . T h is  su ggests  un- 
fro m  y ea r  to  y ea r, fe e l in g  a b r ie f  te rm  p le a s a n tly  th a t  a la r g e  s ec t ion  o i 
s ° t  to  its  o w n  res p o n s ib ility  an d  g iv in g  E u rop ean s  is  a lr e a d y  p red isp osed  to  
a t te n t io n  to  l i t t l e  b e yo n d  th e  b a lan c -1 th e  co lou r-m ad n ess  o f  th e  U n ion , an d  ! 
in g  o f  th e  lo c a l b u d ge t, w h y  w o rry , n eed s  bu t th e  s ligh tes t s tim u lu s  to 
w h en  in  a  s h o rt  space  th e  U n ion  b reak  ou t in to  it. A s th e  econ om ic  
w o u ld  b e  h o ld in g  th e  b ab y?  I n  a sense d e ve lo p m e n t o f  th e  c o u n try  p roceeds 
th is  d o lc e  f a r  n ie n te  a lm os t ju s t if ie d  a n d  k n its  c lasses an d  ra ces  in to  c loser 
I ts e lf, fo r  th e r e  h a ve  b een  seve ra l oc- assoc ia tion , th is  s o r t  o f  s tim u lu s  w ill, 
cas ion s s in ce  th e  en d  o f  th e  w a r  w h en  fo r  a t im e  a t least, m ak e  its e lf  m ore  
In c o rp o ra t io n  w as  on  th e  v e rg e  o f  fre q u e n t  y  an d  m o re  fo r e  b ly  f a t ;  and 
ta k in g  p lace . W h y , th en , h a s  i t  b een  i t  is  c le a r  th a t  v e ry  la r g e  d em an d s  
so a b ru p tly  ab an d o n ed ?  O n e  an sw er  w i l l  b e  m ad e  o n  th e  v ig ila n c e  an d  ta c t  

\ a lo n e  seem s possib le. T h e  u n h ap p y  o f  th e  ad m in is tra t io n , i f  th e  m o re  
’ f a c t  is  th a t  th e  U n io n  is t h e  c h ie f  b ack w a rd  E u rop ean  typ es  a re  to  b e i

(e n em y  o f  B r it is h  p o lic y  in  n a t iv e  k ep t o n  th e  h ith e r  s ide  o f  lu n acy. T h e  
a f fa ir s  o n  th e  A fr ic a n  co n tin e n t . T h e  n e x t  ten  yea rs  m ay  w e ll d e te rm in e  th e  
la s t  fe w  y ea rs  h a ve  m a d e  i t  w h o le  tr e n d  o f  ra c ia l r e la t io n s  in  th e  
a b u n d a n tly  p la in  th a t  B r it is h  A fr ic a  te r r ito r y  fo r  th e  re s t  o f  th e  cen tu ry , 
is  an d  w il l  c on tin u e  to  be  th e  co c k p it  o f  M e a n w h ile , th e  w h ite  g rou p s  in  
a  p ro tra c te d  s tru gg le  b e tw een  g e n e ra l m ak e  l it t le  rec k o n in g  o f  
h u m a n ita r ia n is m  an d  th e  A fr ik a n e r  s in is te r  p oss ib ilities. A n  a ir  o f  hope-1 
sp ir it . I f  th e  p r in c ip le s  fo r  w h ich  fu ln ess  is ab road , a h op e fu ln ess  th a t 
B r i ta in  s tan d s  an d  w h ich  h e r  G o v e rn -  seem s to  see in  s to re  fo r  E u ro p e a n s ; 
m e n t  h as  r e c e n t ly  r ea ffirm e d  in  un - a  g en tle , s e g re ga ted  p rogress  w h ich  
e q u iv o c a l te rm s  a re  to  e m e rg e  success- th e  b lack  m an  w il l  n e ith e r  ob s tru c t 
fu l  fro m  th e  con tes t , i t  w ou ld  b e  m e re  , n o r  sh a re  in. N a t iv e  d e ve lo p m e n t is 
fo l ly  to  h a n d  o v e r  t o  th e ir  a n ta g o n is t  a c ? n c ’ p t io n  w h ich  th e ir  th o u g h t does 
a n y  fu r th e r  a reas  n o w  u n d er  d ir e c t  n o t r e a d ily  e n gage , an d  th ey  le a v e  it  
B r it is h  con tro l. R a th e r  m u st such  a re a s  c h e e r fu ’ ly  en ou gh  to  m iss ion a ries  and  
be  used as  v a n ta g e  p o in ts  fro m  w h ich  su ch  o ffic ia ls  as a re  n o t to o  en grossed  
to  u n d e rm in e  th e  en em y 's  p os ition . F o r  w ith  ro u tin e  d u ties  to  p on d e r  it. B u t 
th a t  pu rpose  th e  H ig h  c o m m is s io n  th e  n ew  S w a z ila n d  is 011 th e  m ove  in  
te r r ito r ie s  h a ve  a v e ry  s p ec ia l va lu e . I a sense b ro a d e r  th an  th ese  assum p- 

T h a t  th is  a sp ect o f  th e  p rob lem  t 'o n s  c a lcu la te  upon . W h ite  p ro sp e r ity  
n o t  lo s t  u p on  D o w n in g  S t re e t  Is in - 1 th ere , as  e v e ry w h e re  in  A fr ic a ,  is  in 
d ic a te d  n o t on ly  b y  th e  c o m p a ra tiv e ly  I t lm a te ly  bou n d  up w ith  th e  h o m e  
g en ero u s  ass is tance  n ow  fo r th c o m in g  m ark e t, w h ich  is  th e  n a t iv e  m ark e t, 
fo r  d e ve lo p m e n t In S w a z ila n d , b u t T h e  d ream s  o f  E u rop ean  a v a r ic e  w ill 
a lso  bv  th e  a p p o in tm e n t o f  a  R e s id e n t n o t com e true , t i l l  E u rop ean s  cense 
C om m iss ion er  w ith  a reso lve  to  s te e r  to  bo c o n te n t w ith  see in g  th e  n a tiv e  
an d  shwpe e ven ts  w ith in  th e  te r r ito ry  a c h a t te l  o r  an  Im p ecu n iou s pennant, 
In s tead  o f  m ere ly  "d e a lin g  w ith  t h e m ,a n d  tu rn  to  reg a rd  h im  as a  p u rch aser, 
as  th ey  a r is e ,"  a n d  fin a lly  by  tn e  (T o  bo con tin u ed .)
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THE GENERAL ECONOMIC 
SITUATION

REMARKABLE INCREASE IN FARM 
PRODUCE EXPORTS

In  sp ite o f  th e  ab sen ce o f  re liab le  statistics, it  seem s 

c lea r  that S w a z ila n d  is b eg in n in g  to  b u ild  up a fa irly  

c o n s id era b le  ex p o rt trade. T h is  is a n e w  d ep artu re  in the 

h is to ry  o f  th e  te rr ito ry , o cca s ion ed  partly  by  th e  n ew  

tran sport fa c ilit ies  and partly  by the fac t that th e  n ative  is 

in creas in g ly  sa tis fy ing  his o w n  n eeds b y  his o w n  p rodu ction , 

thus re s tr ic t in g  the lo ca l m a rk e t fo r  E u rop ean -grow n  

p rod u ce . A t  p resen t th e  E u ropean  fa rm e r  has d o n e  litt le  

m o re  than  m ak e  up on  the sw in gs  o f his exp o rts  w h a t he 

has lo s t on  the rou n d ab ou ts  o f th e  h om e  m arket. But, even  
so, th e  ch an ge  is an im p o rta n t and advan tageou s  one, 

b ecau se h e has re p la ced  a s tr ic tly  lim ited  m a rk e t b y  one  

w h ic h  is cap ab le  o f  in d e fin ite  d ev e lop m en t.

(F R O M  A  S P E C IA L  C O R R E S P O N D E N T .)

B e fo re  d iscussing S w az ilan d 's  p ros
p ects  o f  d eve lo p m en t i t  is  d es irab le  10 
rea ch  som e g en e ra l idea  o f  its  p resen t 
e con om ic  con ditions. U n fo rtu n a te ly , 
a va ila b le  in fo rm a tio n  is so fra gm en ta ry  
th a t  th is  is  n o t  an  easy task.. D a ta  
fo r  es tim a tin g  th e  n a tion a l in co m e  and I 
h o w  i t  is a p p o rtion ed  betw een  w h ite  
an d  b lack  a re  a lm ost n on -ex is ten t; 
th e re  is n o  p ro p er  record  o f  th e  vo lu m e 
o f  trade, an d  n o  C ustom s statistics. A 
s om ew h a t hazardou s s ta r t in g  poin t, 
ho w ever , is  p ro v id ed  by th e  e x p o r t r e 
tu rn s  g iven  in  th e  o ff ic ia l B lu e  Book. 
T h ese  show  th a t  in  th e  f iv e  yea rs  from  
1925 th e  to ta l d om estic  p roduce ex  
p o r ted  rose fro m  £134,096 to  £213,588, 
o r  rou gh ly  56 p e r  cent. T h e  m a in  ex  
p en s io n  w as in  s lau gh te r  stock, 
tobacco an d  cotton , an d  th e  export 
va lu e  o f  th e  th ree  increased  from  
£53,737 to  £158,594, o r  rou gh ly  195 per 
cen t. A t  f irs t s igh t th ese figu res  sug
ges t an  im press ive  d eve lo pm en t o f 
fa rm in g , an d  th ey  o f fe r  a  rem arkab le  
c on tra st w ith  th e  p os itio n  in  th e 
U n ion , w h en ce exp o rts  fo r  th e  five  
y ea rs  1923-27— a period  o f  consiG eraole 
p ro sper ity— increased  o n ly  by  som e 23 
p e r  cent. T h e y  lose n o th in g  o f  th e ir  
e f fe c t  w h en  it  is rem em bered  th a t th ey  
re la te  a lm ost exc lu s ive ly  to  European  
produce (p ra c t ica lly  speak in g  th ere  are 
as y e t  n o  exports  o f  n a t iv e  produce 
f ro m  S w a z ila n d ), an d  th a t th e  w h ite  
fa rm in g  p opu la tion  is v e ry  sm a ll and 
n o t  repu ted  to  be p a rticu la r ly  p ro g re s 
s ive  in  its  m ethods.

T h e  curious th in g  is th a t th rou gh ou t 
th is  p eriod  o f  a p p aren tly  ra p id  grow th  
th ere  has been  no correspon d in g  ex  
pans ion  in  rece ip ts  fro m  in com e tax . 
o r  in  pub lic  reven u e  and 
expen d itu re  g en era lly , or. so  fa r  
as is know n, in  im ports. E ven  
co llec tion s  in  respect o f  b eer and 
sp irits  m an u factu red  in  th e  U n ion  re 
vea l but an in s ign ific a n t rise. In  1925 
th e  incom e ta x  y ie ld  w as  £3,291, in  
1929 it  w as £1.596; an d  th ou gh  th e 
la tte r  does n o t inc lude ce rta in  a rrears  
w h ich  w ere to  be co lle c ted  in  th e  e n 
su ing fin a n c ia l year, th e  to ta l tax  
assessm ent fo r  1929 was. in  round 
figures, a  m ere  £3.000. A ga in , G o ve rn 
m en t expen d itu re  in  1925 am oun ted  to 
£96.980. and to  £119.404 in  1929— an  in 
crease o f  £22.424; bu t th e  1929 figu re 
includes £32,000 spen t ou t o f  gran ts- 
in -a id  fro m  th e Im p e r ia l P a r lia m en t. 
A s  regards  im ports, th e  C ustom s re- 
c e io ts  do. indeed , show  a steady, i f  
sm a ll increase; but these, as th ey  
reorn sen t a fixed  p ercen ta ge  o f  th e 
to ta l C ustom s tak in gs  o f  th e  U n ion , 
m ere ly  in d ica te  an  increase in  th e  im 
p o r t trade  o f  S ou th  A fr ic a  as a whole, 
and no in fe ren ce  fro m  th em  to  ch an g 
in g  con d it ion s  in  S w azilan d  in  pa r
t icu la r  is  possible, o f f ic ia l  reports  
state  th a t  th e  volum e o f  trade  in 
Sw azilan d  rem a in s  sm all, and th a t 
th ere  has b een  li t t le  va r ia tio n  in  im 
ports

T H E  H O M E  M A R K E T .

H ow  can  these fa c ts  be reconciled  
w ith  th e  la rge  increase in  exports?

O nly , i t  seems, by  supposing th a t th e 
European  fa rm er, in  ga in in g  an export 
m arket, has pa r i passu been los in g  a 
h o m e  m arket. T h e r e  is som e d irec t 
ev iden ce  to  support th e  supposition. 
T w e lv e  o r  even  ten  years  ago th ere  was 
p ra c t ica lly  no exp ort o f  fa rm  produce, 
an d  th e E u ropean  fa rm e r  lived  by 
g ro w in g  g ra in  and a ce rta in  am ount 
o f  tobacco fo r  th e  loca l n a tiv e  m arket. 
R ecen tly , how ever, an  im provem en t has 
b een  tak in g  p lace in  n a tiv e  agricu l
tu ra l m ethods, anH w h ereas  e t  th e  end 
o f  th e  G rea t  W a r  the hoe  o f  an tique 
B an tu  trad ition  w as s till a lm ost the 
o n ly  im p lem en t o f  cu ltiva tion  in  n a tive  
use, the agricu ltu ra l census o f  last year 
po in ted  to an  ave ra ge  o f  on e  p lough 
to  each  n a tiv e  fam ily . O ne resu lt o f  
th is  chan ge is th a t th e ou tpu t fro m  
n a t iv e  lan ds is m uch la rge r  th an  i t  
used to be, end  to-day supplies the 
Sw azi peop le w ith  som e th ree-fou rths 
o f  th e ir  g ra in  requ irem ents, so that, 
excep t spasm odica lly  in  bad seasons or 
a t  th e  ta il-end o f  th e  fa rm in g  yea r be 
fo r e  th e stan d in g  crops a re  reaped, 
th ey  have l it t le  need to turn, cash ir

Ihand, to  th e w h ite  m an. G row in g  
m ea lies  fo r  n a tive  consum ption  is the 
e a s l r t  and laz ies t w ay o f  fa rm in g, and 
In re lie v in g  th e  European  o f  th e  Job 
th»; flw h/,1 h u » done an Im portan t ser
vice  »•<> ag ricu ltu re  in  his country. N o t

on ly  does th e  ap p ro ach  to  se lf-su ffic i
ency  im p ly  an  advan ce  in  h is  ow n 
m ethods, bu t it  has d riv en  th e  w h ite  
fa rm e r  to raise h is  to  th e  le v e l a t 
w h ich  successfu l com p et it ion  in  the 
m arkets  o f  th e  ou ts ide  w orld  
becom es possib le. T h e  tran s ition  
opens ou t m u ch  b ro ad er  prospects 
o f  w ea lth  to  th e  w h ite  fa rm er. B u t it  
is s t ill to o  recen t fo r  h im  to  have 
m oved  fa r  tow ards  th e ir  rea lisa tion . 
H is  in creas in g  exp orts  d o  no t 
y e t  m ea n  fo r  h im  a  n e t 
increase in  incom e, fo r  so fa r  he 
has been s im p ly  p la n t in g  d iffe ren t 
crops an d  s e llin g  th em  abroad, instead  
o f  p lan t in g  th e  old  crops an d  se lling  
th em  a t hom e. B u t h is  h a v in g  done 
th is, h is  h a v in g  fou n d  an  exp ort m a r
k e t a t  all, is  good  au gu ry  o f  h is  fu tu re  
success.

T h e  th eo ry  o f  th e  lo s t hom e 
m a rk e t does no v io len ce  to 
th e  e x p o r t figu res. T h e  d i f fe r 
en ce  betw een  th e 1925 en d  th e 
1929 exp o rts  is  abou t £80.000. I f  we 
assum e th at, in  sp ite  o f  th e  increase 
in  exports , th e  E uropean  fa rm er  has 
m ade l it t le  n e t increase in  h is  tu rn 
over, w e m ust a lso  assum e th a t in  1925 
he was se llin g  in  th e  loca l m ark e t some 
£80,000 m ore  m ea lies  th an  in  1929. 
T h e re  is  n o th in g  im probab le  in  this. 
I t  w ou ld  on ly  m ean  th a t th e  n a tive  
was th en  spen d in g  on m ea lie s  13s. 4d. 
per h ead  p e r  y ea r  m ore  th an  he is 
to-day, i.e., th a t he w as buying about 
tw o  and a  h a lf bags m ore  per fam ily . 
I t  is  qu ite  possib le th a t th e  Increase 
in  n a tiv e  p rodu ction  has res tr ic ted  the 
m a rk e t fo r  E u ropean-grow n  m ea lies 
to th a t exten t. B u t i f  so, th e question 
arises: H ow  is th e m oney  now  being 
em p loyed  w h ich  in  1925 n a tives  w ere 
using to  buy m ea lies?  T h e  answ er 
seem s to  be th a t som e o f  i t  Is being 
invested  in  ca ttle , and th e rest is being 
sp en t ou t o f  th e  cou n try  by  th e  S w azi 
m in e  boys on  th e  R an d . W e  sh a ll r e 
tu rn  to  these po in ts  la ter.

P O S IT IO N  O F  N A T IV E S .

U pon a rou gh  ca lcu lation  fro m  the 
va lue o f  th e  e x p o r t trade, then , it  ap 
pears th a t th e  ave ra ge  purchasing 
pow er o f  th e  w h ite  popu lation  can 
h a rd ly  be less th an  £80 per head  per 
y e a r , ’ an d  m ay  eas ily  be m ore. W h a t 
can  be said  o f  th e  econom ic situation  
o f  th e  na tives?  I n  som e w ays i t  com 
pares fa vou rab ly  w ith  th a t o f  an y  p ro
le ta r ia t  in  m ore  d eve lo ped  countries. 
T h e  n a tiv e  has h is  la n d  fre e  o f  ren t; 
h is  dw ellings, such as th ey  are, are 
bu ilt by  h is  ow n  household. N a tive - 
ow ned  ca ttle  nu m ber n ea r ly  320.000 and 
represen t sav in gs  w o rth  p erh aps £8 
per h ead  o f  th e popu lation . T h e  n a tive  
fa m ily  produces enough food  to  supply 
its  needs fo r  abou t n in e  m onths  in  the 
yea r, an d  th ere  is  l it t le  reason  w h y 
it  should n o t a lso produce th e  balance. 
A lth o u gh  overstock in g  is becom ing 
serious in  ce rta in  p arts  o f  th e  country, 
th e pressure on  arab le  lan d  is  no t 
severe, an d  S w az ilan d  is n o t o v e r 
crow ded  in  th e  sense in  w h ich  B asuto
land o r  th e  T ra n sk e i Is overcrow ded . 
O n  a leve l o f  s im p le  subsistence fa rm 
ing, th ere fo re , th e  S w azi household  is 
reasonab ly  self-supportin g. B u t the 
S w azi's  c ircum stances do n o t p e rm it o f  
m ere  subsistence fa rm in g. A s a com 
m u n ity  h e  has to raise an  an nual fund 
o f  £45,000 fo r  taxation , pay ing , in 
p o in t o f  fac t, m ore p e r  head  fo r  th e 
p r iv ile g e  o f  E uropean  govern m en t 
th an  an y  o th er  n a tiv e  south o f  the 
N ile. H e  needs cash to  supp lem ent th e 
foo d  supply h e  h im se lf produces, cash 
fo r  th e education  o f  h is  ch ild ren , cash 
fo r  im plem ents and trek-gear, and cash 
fo r  various a rtic les  o f  personal and 
household use w h ich  are  eas ily  g o t by 
purchase fro m  the stores. U n fo rtu - ( 
n a te ly  h e  Is w ith ou t a m arket. Apert| 
fro m  h is  stock, w h ich  he does no t 
usually regard  as a trad in g  com m odity, 
and la tte r ly  a lit t le  tobacco and cream , 
he has no goods to sell n o r  an yw h ere 
to sell them . T h e  cash he requ ires c a n ) 
thus on ly  be raised by th e sale o f  
ow n labour. T h e re  Is a s tr ic t ly  11 
num ber o f  em p loyers  In his ow n 
tory, and consequen tly  he has fo r  the 
m oat p a r t to  em ig ra te  in  search  o f  
w ork  e ith e r  to  th e  m ines o r  th e  farm s 
in  th e T ra n svaa l, T h is  em igra tion  
taken p lace to an ex ten t and w ith  ro 
suits w h ich  w o w ill sh o rtly  exam ine it) 
som e detail.

(T o  bo con tinued .)
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THE CIRSE OF EMIGRANT 
LABOUR

HOW  IT STRIKES AT  THE ROOTS OF 
NATIVE  LIFE

T h e  p ractice ,u n der w h ich  the bulk o f the cITcclive 
Sw azi m anpow er is perm anently absent in em ploym ent in 
the Union is im posing an intolerable strain on native 
society, and incidentally making any iniporiant g row th  of 
prosperity im possible for Sw aziland, l o r  reasons which 
have been found com pellin g  in the Belgian Congo, it 
seems essential that a stop should be put to the svstcm  o f 
recruiting, as running counter to  the interests o f every  
class, both native and European, in the territory.

FROM A SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT.

The lost article Indicated that native 
taxaUon Is rather high, and that the 
Government services given him in 
return arc raUicr inadequate. In 
respect o f them his position 1s pre
cisely opposite to  that o f the Euro
pean. who pays very little and receives, 
comparatively, u great deal. As to 
whether matters should be levelled 
up by easing the native's burdui or 
adding to the European ,, Uierc can 
be little doubt lhat the latter is Uic 
proper method, If development Is reallj 
the aim In Swa&land. To put It with 
brutal candour, the European has 
drawn large subventions from the 
pockets both o f the Swazi and of 
the taxpayer o f Great Britain, and, 
If ho is to go on shouting for pro
gress. it is high time for him to start 
puttltng his hand Into his own pocket. 
Probably he will show little alacrity 
in doing so. He Is quite human 
enough to find pleasure In getting 
something for nothing while he can 
A candidate for election to the Advi
sory Council recently proposed Uie 
abolition of the Income tax as a main 
plank in  his platform.

But the crucial feature o f the econo
mic postton in Swaziland is related to 
taxation somewhat less directly. The 
crudal feature Is the emigration at 
native labour into the Union. It has 
been customary to approach this whole

they sense In a vague way Its dls 
integrating effect upon their social
structure.

There Is. In truth, no possible d e i 
ftnco for Uils wholesale export on 
labour, nor for any policy which enJ 
courages or countenances It. Howl! 
can a country develop when, broadly! 
speaking, two thirds o f its producUvJ 
manpower Is In permanent exile?! 
Such a poslUon, evidently, is 
only tolerated on a tacit 
assumption that the emigrant 
labour force is somehow "surplus" to 
Swaziland's needs. But this is a 
patent fallacy. That same labour 
force Is the only possible englne- 
power for the territory's progress. It  
Is, indeed, arguuble that to give the 
native land on terms which prevent; 
him from making anytiiing out o f It, 
Is in some wavs worse than not giving I 
him any land at all. As 1 say, It/ 
merely pays a gratuitous subsidy to h lsl 
foreign employer, and makes It tm-I 
possible for him. or any other labourer! 
in the murket in which he com petes! 
to secure the full value o f his labour 
Yet these, beyond question, ,ire the 
Usrms on which the Swazi holds his 
land in present conditions.

A L IFE  OF EXILE.

- —  —,— ......------------------ ------„ ------ Taxation, when properly devised,
question from the angle o f the Union | acts as a stimulus to produoUon. In 
employer's convenience, and to sup principle, even the comparatlvoly
pose airily that It is simply common 
courtesy In a young territory with 
more labour than It can use to assist 
in supplying the labour requirements 
of its big brother next door. I f  me 
native standpoint has been given u 
thought, it has been swiftly dismissed 
with the soothing reflection that tne

heavy taxation to which Uic Swazi 
liable is unobjectionable. But It lr 
essential to pay some regard to the 
means by which Its demands nave to 
oe met. As long as the Swazi meets 
It by spending the bulk o f hts life In 
exile, live possibility of agricultural 
progress, except within narrow limits.

native is extremely lucky to h ave ! *s denied him. He is often rebuked 
within 300 miles o f his front door J-  -j
a large market condescending enough 
to pay cash for his unworthy services.
Such an approach is no doubt appro
priate enough for, say, the Trans- 
vaal Chamber o f Mines, but It la Irrele
vant for the British authorities who 
steer Swaziland's course. It

tor his slowness in adopting European 
methods o f culUvatlon. when white 
farmers are continuously demonstrat
ing them before his very eyes and he 
himself, as employe. Is even taking 
part In them. But Uic point Is as 
often overlooked that, In general, new

_____ _______________ J  B  methods arc not applied to native
them to study the eflect o f this em igre-, lant*s bccause the men who ought to 
tlon on the general wellbeing o f the ■PPOdnf them and supervising the 
native society under their charge change-over are not there. Women, 

small boys, and old men are not uro- 
AN  U N FA IR  SUBSIDY. (grass's swiftest vehicles Labour- 

i emigration, which began and to a 
Once again there are no accurate large extent conUnucs as a response

figures. A statement pointing roughly 
In the direction o f the truUi Is the 
best that can be expected. A calcula
tion from the returns o f native taxa
tion suggests lhat the total o f adult 
males capable o f work can hardly
exceed 23,000 Another calculation ____
from the sum p receipts in respect of ' to furnish 
passes Issued to natives travelling ou t-1 remainder 
side the territory shows that in 1920 the European-| 
fee was paid on 16.440 passes. Tho t sold. ntedl
naUXft. Of UiC Swa-iO-IKl
not addicted to travelling about the or. e-hat 
Union for pleasure, and It K n u  safe the dutnui 
to assume that, in round figures That is to 
15,000 men le ft the country In 1929 maize, he 
to  look for work. O f these perhaps 
about h alf would go to the mines 
The remainder would place themselves 
either on farms or In domestic ser
vice, mostly In Uie Eastern Transvaal 
Tho average term of absence from 
home for all the 15,000 would pro
bably be about nine months, possibly 

.longer.
I t  thus appears that approximately 

65 per cent, of the adult able-bodied 
males o f Swaziland spend by far the 
greater part o f the year in service 
with European employers In the 
Union. And, as we saw in the 
case o f Basutoland, their base 
on the land o f the territory 
frequently makes it possible for them 
to accept a wage below what cm 
ployers would be compelled to pay If 
emigrant labour from the protectorates 
were not on offer. In  this way tho 
soil o f Swaziland Is used at once to 
subsidise Uieir employers and to de

to taxation, has in fact reached 
point incompatible with increased 
native production in the territory. Jt 
is the main reason why the n aU w . 
as a community, still fail to growJBOre 
than a nine-months' food supply f o r ; 
themselves, and why they are obliged ‘ 

' mjurerocnts for the 
year tfy purchase of 

pqOd'jcc - -  produce 
*' at a .price based 1

prodnaWwirbot^ 
import fr»jm 

if the Union. 
Swazi buys 

pay the Swaziland 
price which Is probably tower than 
the Transvaal price, but the Transvaal

SI rice plus transport, etc. charges from' 
le Transvaal. This artificially aug

mented price is at leu tfrfo tjr '(urns 
what it wouW cost him to grow the 
maize himself. The natives are. iu 
short, caught In a vicious circle: their 
productivity Is low brcausc their man
power goes abroad, and Uieir man
power goes abroad because mere pro
ductivity. in the absence o f a morkct. 
cannot supply them wlUi what thev 
need—namely, cash.

USEFULNESS OUTLIVED.

The device o f emigration was. In 
tlie circumstances In which It arose, 
necessary, and therefore to that ex
tent. and while confined to reasonable 
limits, useful. But it has been carried 
far beyond the peak o f Its uUllty.

_________ ___  Though the number o f boys going out
press the wage levels o f their fellow has m en  by 32 per cent since 1924. 
workers In tho Union, the total deferred pay remitted to

In  discussing the demands of non 
naUvcs for native labour, it Is always 
essential to bear In mind the InvesU 
gstlons o f the two Commissions 
appointed In the Belgian Congo In 
1924 and 1928. The Belgian Govern
ment, as Professor Buell has 
observed. Is the only government In 
Africa which has had the courage to 
grapple with Uie problem arising from 
the ''extreme fragility-' exhibited by 
native societies when they are brought 
into violent and haphazard contact 
with a thrusting civilisation o f the 
Western type. The Commissions' con 
elusion was that for labour at a dis
tance from homo no more than 5 per 
cent, o f able-bodied adult males could 
be withdrawn at one time from tribal 
life  without seriously upsetting the 
equilibrium of nattv; society. Another 
5 per cent, might safely be taken for 
work at not more than two days' dls 
lance from home, when prolonged 
separation from the family was not 
Involved. Finally, a further 15 per 
cent, might without damage be treated 
as available for employment In the 
Immediate neighbourhood o f their 
homes These proportions, calculated 
as they have been upon tho partlcu 
lar needs o f the Congo, arc not. o f 
course, to be applied mechanically to 
every part o f Africa. But even i f  we 
assume < though I  do not know why we 
should! that the margin o f safety is 
somewhat wider in Swaziland, It Is 
none the less plain that It is 
grotesquely overstepped by a percent 
age o f 65 absent on long term con 
tracts entailing a complete mterrup 
tlon o f normal family Ufe. I t  is not 
too much to say Uiat no tribal system 
can survive such a strain for very 
long.

G ENERAL D ISLIK E

The strange thing about this 
annual migration is that It persists 
and expands In spite o f the fact that 
everyone, except the Union employer, 
dislikes It. sometimes for good reasons, 
sometime# for bad. The Swaziland 
farmers dislike it* becausc In some 
seasons it leaves them short o f labour 
ond because they are afraid it may 
tend to raise the level o f local wages, 
iThere is a plausibility about this fear, 
but there seems to be no evidence of 
any actual general rise In wages dur 
lng the last ten years, i The mis
sionaries dislike It because they say. 
In the time honoured phrase, that the 
mine boy come* back with the white 
man's vires, and none o f his virtues. 
The chiefs dislike it, whenever they 
understand Its threat to their own 
authority, and the system of which 
they are Uie heads. The spokesmen 
o f tho Union's civilisation, Uiat 
triumph, o f pelucld rationality, pre-

Swaziland has fallen by 41 per cent. 
In the same period. A  smaller propor
tion o f workers is making use o f the 
deferred pay method, because n larger 
proportion Is acquiring the habit of 
spending Its wages on the Reef. 
Labour-cmlgratlon is thus pro
gressively falling o f its primary pur 
pose o f bringing money Into Swazi
land. Many mine boys come back with 
nothing and take a fresh advance 
from the recruiters the day after 
their return In consideration o f 
promise to re engage. Even when they 
do bring back something In the way 
o f pay or compensation for accident 
or disease—something, that is, In 
excess o f what they need for taxation 
and the other purposes mentioned 
above—It Is habitually invested In 
scrub catUe. a doubtful blessing for 
a country where overstocking is already 
becoming a serious problem.

On the physical and moral side the 
present indiscriminate emigration Is 
equally Injurious I f  migration were 
limited to the stronger and more en 
terprlslng characters, who should leave 
home In purposeful spirit to seek their 
fortune and Uie hard schooling and 
wide experience o f Uie outer world, 
there would be much to be said for 
It. and the migrants might return with 
a valuable cargo of new Ideas and 
enlightened leadership. Even now 
traces o f such valuables are no doubt 
to be discerned in the extremely 
mixed bag which the traveller carries 
home. But they are rather like 
needles In bundles of hay, too often 
submerged and concealed in a various 
mass o f injured health. occupational 
and venereal disease, debt, criminal 
IncllnaUons. disrespect of parental, 
tribal and Governmental authority 
and a general malaise o f mind, for 
which tribal life is less and less able 
to offer any beneficial appeasement. 
Obviously. iBbour-emlgration on the 
present scale turns the traditional 
family existence upside down Apart 
from the dangers attending the pro
longed separation o f husbands and 
wives, it Is inevitably followed by a 
growing emigration of unattached 
women, few of whom return the better 
for their adventures and many of 
whom remain abroad to ply the hast 
savoury of trades What is more, the 
system, as Swaziland knows It to-day 
must strike at the sources o f Ufe 
itself and impair Uie survival rate or 
the nation It is highly significant 
that the yield o f native hut tax ‘ 
no appreciable rise since 1922 

(To  be continued i

Undesirable aliens are being de
ported from I ho United States by 

M M 'C m 'irw fiZ T n ?™ 'm / m r, hundred* monthly to ease the uncm sumauly dislike it when Uiey snort nUymmt rru i* o f Uie couiitrv 
Uieir disgust at nmlve "Invasion" ol piu,uwu '
the town* and at all depaitures from -
(he biassed principle o f segregation, i
even If they like n when they bello. .  N ADVKRTMItMf.NT in the 
for more anil cheaper labour T lv  .\  |/„Und Column* t>f I he 
ttftllves dislike >1. bceauM? they a r e .o fim  ■ r«« l possibility u< recom l 
h u »*k »»e rs  by luslutcl and because I*m u lus< prupcity.
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T H E  N E W  S W A Z I L A N D . -  N O . 5

EXPORT TRADE IN NATIVE 
PRODUCE

CAN SW A ZI MAN-POWKR BE KEPT  
AT HOME?

In principle, the curc for labour m igration nnd its 
attendant evils is obvious enough. It is to export the fruits 
o f labour instead o f  the labour itself; in other words, to 
send goods, not men. to fetch the cash the country needs. 
The follow ing article discusses possible methods o f  trans
lating this principle into practice, and points out that a 
condition o f success is the stoppage o f  the labour recruiting
system.

But how to put an end to labour 
m igration, and all the Ills It brings 
hi Its train? The reply o f economic 
'theory Is simple and obvious. It  Is to 
rcplacc migration by export trade In 
native produce, sending out goods uv 
stead o f hired labour to fetch back the 
cash the natives need. The difficulty Is 
not to nnd the principle, but to apply 
It In pracUce.

It is well, before considering possible 
applications, to emphasise an Inevitable 
corollary o f the principle Itself—

|k namely, the termination of the recruit
ing system so far as Swaziland (and 
Indeed every High Commission tenrl- 

t lory) Is concerned. The Belgian Gov
ernment has found the courage to pro
hibit recruiting among certain tribes In 
the Congo on which the demand tor 
labour has been shown to be excessive, 
and It Is an essential prerequisite of

the country Uian by conscious good 
management. In many parts Uie 
offences against proper husbandry.
which are erosion's most fruitful 
causes, are freely Indulged in—over
stocking. unregulated grazing and the 
ploughing o f llelds on steep slopes. 
The coming penally Is already casting 
a visible shadow, for example, on the 
red-soiled hillsides south o f Mbabane 
and In the middle veld sections of the1 
Hlatlkulu district. I t  will Inevitably 
spread unless means are found to thin 
out the cattle population o f such areas 
Tlie export of stock might also have 
the further advantage of modifying 
Uie native's ideas In relation to cattle 
and turning his attention to other 
forms o f investment. Attempts by 
Government officers and missionaries 
to Interest him in savings bunks and 
suchlike institutions have hitherto 
failed largely because o f his Inability 
to grasp the fact that money breeds 
quite as quickly and remuneratively bb 
scrub cattle and Is. on the whole.u IS an esseutuu prerequisite 01 nCTUu cattle and Is

BOOO government In Uie High Commis- more Immune to Uie attncks'of uesta
slon territories Urnt Uie British autho- Once he ceased to regard cattle' as a
rltlcs should do the same for Swazi, simple lock-away Investment he might
Basuto and Bechuana. The end o f re- well become accessible to new ideas
crultlng would not, o f course, mean the about money.
end or labour emigration, nor would It There are at present two markets

• mean restricting the free passage of for Swaziland stock. One Is the
volunteers to any labour morket In Union quarantine market In Johan-
which they might care to offer service nesburg or Durban, tor which as
But It would mean that such boys as Union regulations require every beast
continued to go to the mines would go must be not less than eooib in weiEht
ns pure volunteers at Uie spur or a The other Is the overseas export mar-
genulnc economic motive, and not as ket in Durban, tor which there are no
victims o f ingenious bait held out to restrictions ot weight. Unfortunately
their Inexperience and Improvidence. Uic Porluguese East Africa market K
Presumably, and preferably, it would closed to Swaziland. The Union's ln-
Icud to a progressive dimuiutlon of sLstenco on a minimum weight of
labour emigration. But the point Is 8001b. mav In Uie end prove to be a
that It Is absolutely necessary to stop blessing in disguise to the native as it
recruiting in order to afford the best already is to the European farmer If
chance o f success to schemes designed It Induces him to raise the oualltv' of
to keep the Swazi's productive labour his herds to that level. Every effort
on tap in his own country. The re- should bo made to persuade him to
crultlng system cannot logically receive regard the restriction as settlmr n
any rorm of approval or recognition standard which it is his aim, as stock
lrom an authority charged with the breeder, to satisfy 
well-being o f the High Commission
territories as distinct economic and SELL OFF THE SCRUB 
political units. It is highly question- , , _____. „
able even whether such an authority Mennwnue, he has an extremely 
ought to allow Swaziland to be used as 11 temporary. stand-by In the
a clearing station for the traffic In Por- 7T J.1? ovcrseas market. Thanks to 
tugueso boys. And apart from the well- c?nt,rnct with the Italian 
being of natives In the territories, then- J'emm ent Its absorptive capacity
Is tho Union native to be considered , eood vcld' f(‘d stock o f anv weight
The former furnish approximately oric- „  ,a\ prc® ° c Practically unlimited,
sixth or the whole labour force em- , ,,on*  “ Us Peasant condlUon will 
ployed in the mines and works or the ls- or co»rsc. uncertain. For the 
Union. The gradual withdrawal o f this or ,L* °  Ht nn>' rate it gives
very considerable proportion or the Hlf,,! , llgel?.L 8wa2‘ fanner an oppor. 
total supply u  the one discernible . l?. sc11. ° a  his K rub stock nnd 
means of attaching to the remainder , 113 PIace either animals cap-
(l.e., the UnJon natives generally) that fJ  meeting the requirements o f
scarcity value which alone can secure L ,f.n3 ua7*ml’ ?c market or animals 
Tor them something approaching a ^  dalrylng The Govem-
falr economic price for their labour ‘nf nc has. 11 seems to me. a duty to 

lake active measures to encouraae
T W O  OBSTACLES. natives to seize this opportunity and

*5  “ W MttM nt «n  export trade in T m lm
native produce, two distinct kinds o f ber ot native-owned cattle have tlr^iHv
obstacles have to be overcome-one been disposed o f on thJ S

•|«nrte K8 0ti l 0r lrlbnl custom and I"arket- " nd lhc fuc‘ perhaps S S  ™dlU°n. the other economic, arlsuig in part for the faU o f the 
from Uie ordinary difficulties o f pn>- aright per beast exported from Ranfh 

K "  and marketing. The social Jn 1025 to 4471b. In 1929 Bui X  
° b8.t* c,e 13 somewhat solid. As we aaw have usually been to European s iw n  
n Uie case o f Basutoland, tribal tradl- l«>ors louring northern ZuhilTnrt^nH 

t lm  Is antipathetic to Individual enter- Swaziland to sec what they emdd nick 
E f t ™ * 'J S X L ! * 0  asf ldU0,lsl-v follows up—-hardly « n " optimum-' method of 
modern methods and achieves any marketing from the slandtxiint 
n,n« t  ta. Producllon always native Interests. Recently

envy botl1 S elUr* hava brcn made by w h ld f  the 
t-h „  a,ld hLs fcllow tribesmen. Oovemment will sell cattle on hehnir
Then It quite possibly follows that the <>' natives, either on the o ^ W i n .  
witch doctors are put on his tracks, market or on the

? h(i 13 evlctcd from his Vcrj- rew natives, h o w ^ r  srrm ui 
binds. It is largely a question of man- be aware or their existence' aw M r u  
nera. A  well-bred tribesman does not elear that ror the Government n J ^ t?  
take pains to demonstrate his super!- to state that its ( J S  f, 
r ± y °r,7 hls LeUow>' spirit o( able, while leaving

that passion to excel *«Jd nsk ror It, is not enoul  n ™  
lw n  h r ^ ° M  many generations, linve nd hoc machinery is needed and 
been bred Into our European psycho- “  positive Government-amjilM 
logy, are alien to the Bantu, nnd pull 'us to natives to make us?oM r 
roughly against tribal convention and Production presents 1mm hisim.u 
etiquette. Naturally, the raw native b  than marketing”  £ ? & e l ^  v 2 ? f f i  
much more sensitive to the tribal auno- « «  large areas o f S b S L T
Pnr ^M. cducnted native Is. ^h'eh have hardly yet been touchw? 
For this reason it seems politic to begin M  Present the only permanent w ati; 
the effort to set up a native export »  ‘n the big rivers. « n d l t £  ta # 5  
trade by concentrating on the schools mn‘n. only on pastures w l f t l f - S v  
and the class o f educated adults. Edu- [each o f these that stock Is raised ^  
“ tjonal. policy should probably be building small dams to store Uic^vater 

t I 0t tho cxP °rt trade ° r streams which do not run the whole 
ldoa' “ f  the least it should always be >car round, much new grazing land 
checked by reference to It. "way from the river frontages c o u ld ^  
fin u T ,  remembered that eduea- thrown open tor stock raising and the 
t^ n  Itself 13 quite a young growth In “ We.peputatlon of the countiy eon- 
Swaziland. The first missionaries nr- s'dernbly increased without overstock 
nved In the country nearly nn . . . . . .  Inn t h * n * „ --------- -

—_ ... . v  WUIKUIt OI'I
w  years *,ng. The Government Is, ns It 

ago, but for 40 or them the wnr happens, already contemplating dnm 
oiiBlnst hen then Lsm was or a purelv construction on this plan In natlw
?oiC/fri i n . ty?u 11 18 only slnce About n C:l3i nnd a Brant fro,n the Colonial
1910 that the missions have beer. Ityetopm ent Fund has been obtained
anT*,li\g ,a, w ^o lW ated  position f ° r. „thKe Purpose. But It the scheme
and Iholr eriu-.atlonnl labours can only '“  to bo an economic success, It seems
no* be >a.d to be coming or age. Not that it should go hnnd In
uziLI two years n^o wns any plan * al} d 'J’*th a cattle export trade in the
e*olvcd tor co-ordinating thc.te labours. f arly ......... "
The posts o f agricultural t-mcor. ,aler

2S S K ' L T T & Z ^ - 'Z TOD' “ °  * m .  c HEAm .

issj thf —
Swaziland still has to import such do- rrcam. With tS h  »'U'h ^ bfl?C0 ?nd
nonstrators from the Union bccause beenmade In  1930 14 hafl
she has not yet trained her own; in- n r J . . Z  * *  native growers
deed, this is true In the main o all “ nd thc

s a z
Thrte  tncu art- nddltlonnl reasons other at ch ie f MnLsl’s ktSi’l aTpo 

lor rocuslns s.asllanil'a ilmiteil re- Reel. V T “  d .m S ' t . i ^ J , 
purees on Uiose points where eduei,. which neihbourtSr M l™ ,

S w s r n . &<£ awr-
s a g s ,  j s a  ; d

5 0 1  thc schools and but it It contuiues as weli ns It has 
?vrr thc remoter trloal begun It may perhaps lead natives to 

dilirtcts. Again, one of the teacher's grow slock teed In order to keen th*ir
: “  «< ^ ' e x l l l e ,  at „  UlM cow, ^ . r T m l . r . ^  e ^ w  "

fhL. requlro edUc* T P°r|mcnt with breeding up their
Uon that It should turn him Into slock. And were those things to

" t o c h e r  or a  parson hoppen. the establishment o f a central
perhnps be let In creamery and cheese factory at Bre-

Particular problem by esUib- mersdorp would not seem a' visionary
settlement scheme tor project. Swaziland Is associated with

educated SwazLs Such a scheme the Union's dairy control scheme bo
could be linked up with the schools that a Union embargo on Swaziland
by awarding some o f Its benefits as ■■ cream, butter, and cheese Is tninmh-
prlze to  selected scholars. Whether able—at least much more Improbable
It should be run on a co-operaUve basUs than an* embargo on cntUe. For Uils
or on a basis o f Individual ownership reason, dairying u, safer than ranrh-
would need careful consideration. lng, as a permanent line o f develon-

The second, or economic, aspect o f ment. *
the problem -the aspect or production Tobacco growing also seems rnnnble
and marketing—brings us to the con- o f Indefinite expansion, and given a
crete possibilities of export. At th.- lead by the Government and bv the
head o f tne IUL obvloilsly. comes more enterprising type o f native the
.laughter stock A native export time will no dmibt come when iv e rr
rade In stock has special attractions native garden In suitable districts will

because it would kill several birds with contain n few thousand plants o f
t  single stone Besides bringing In all crops ponslhle to  Swaziland
tha cash return. It would ease the tobacco probably gives the largest
pressure on the pastures o f over- return per acre
nocked areas and minimise the danger In the future cotton may hike an
of serious soil erosion Erosion has Important pi ice among native exports,
nowhere yet assumed the alarming even turning out to be a purely native
proportions common in Basutoland, cron ns m Uganda nnd parts o f Nyasni
but they have been avoided more bv land The Swaailand cotton grower
luck and the natural advantages of ...... _ --------------------------------— , ■

tCuntlnued In next column.) |

is not unfavourably situated In these 
days of improved transport, and he 
can get his cotton ginned, pressed, 
baled. Insured, and carried to thc Dur
ban market for an Inclusive charge or 
about l*d. per lb. or lint. But cotton 
is a tricky crop, both as regards pests 
and markets. European rarmere are 
nt present against cultivation by ■ 
natives on thc ground that the strin
gent regulations directed towards pest) 
control, under which they thomsclvej* 
operate would not be properly* 
observed; and the Oovemment hesW 
tatcs to put the native on to a venture! 
which owing to fluctuations or n world 
market, may prove highly .speeulaUve 
That there Is substance in both ob
jections cannot- be denied. But, at thc 
same time, there serins no reason whv 
a start should not be made by selected 
natives under close Government super
vision and In selected areas outside the 
zone or danger to white Tanners.

Whatever may be the future ot 
cotton, the possibilities or stock raising 
dairying, and tobacco growing are such 
that their development tor export could 
gradually absorb the bulk ot the man
power which now dissipates itself 
outside the territory. I t  Is only tw 
some such means that Uic Swazi people 
can be treed from the noxious domi
nation of the Union labour market and 
that n home mat ket can be built up 
in Swaziland with sufficient consuming 
power to purchase the products of 
European Industry The mere w ith 'i 
drawal of the Swazi labour fore* frum 
employment In the Union would tend 
toward* a rlae in the wage level* o f 
unskilled labour In the Union, and 
thus towards an Increased demand for 
Swaziland produce. »uch aa meat, 
butter, and toh a«o

(TO be continued.)
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EXPORT TRADE IN \ATI\ E 

PRODUCE

CAN S W A Z I M A N -PO W E R  BE  K EPT  
A T  HOME?

In  prin c ip le , th e cu re  fo r  labou r m igra tion  am i its 
a tten dan t ev ils  is ob v iou s  enough . It is to  exp ort the fru its 
o f  labou r instead o f  th e  labou r itself; in  o th e r  w ords , to  

send goods, no t m en , t o  fe tch  th e cash th e cou n try  needs. 
T h e  fo llo w in g  a r tic le  discusses possib le m eth ods  o f  trans

la tin g this p rin c ip le  in to  p ractice , and poin ts ou t that a 
c on d it ion  o f  success is th e stoppage o f  the labou r reca n tin g

the country than by conscious good 
management. In  many part* the 
offence* against proper husbandry, 
which arc erosion's moot fruitfu l 
causes, are freely Indulged In—over
stocking. unregulated grazing and the 
ploughing o f fields an steep slopes. 
T h e  coming penalty Is already costing 
a visible shadow, for example, on the 
red-soiled hillsides south o f Mbabane 
and m the middle veld  sections o f the 
Klattkulu district, i t  w ill inevitably 
spread unless means are found to thin 
out the cattle population o f  such areas 
The export o f stock m ight also have 
the further advantage o f modifying 
the native's ideas in relation to cattle 
and turning his attention to other 
forms o f  investment. Attem pts by 
Government officer® and missionaries 
to Interest him  In  savings banks and 
suchlike Institutions have hitherto 
failed largely because o f his Inability 
to grasp the fact that money breeds 
quite as quickly and remuneratively as 
scrub cattle and is, on the whole,

system .

But how to put on end to  labour 
■emigration, and a ll the Ills it brings 
In its train? T h e  reply o f economic 
theory is simple and obvious. I t  la to 
replace m igration by export trade in 
native produce, sending out goods In
stead o f  hired labour to  fetch back the 
cash the natives need. T h e  difficulty is 
n o t to find the principle, but to apply 
It  In practice

I t  Is wqlj. before considering possible 
applications, to emphasise an Inevitable 
corollary o f  the principle Itself— 
namely, the termination o f the recruit
ing system so fa r os Swaziland (and 
indeed every H igh Commission terri
tory ) Is concerned. The Belgian Gov
ernm ent has found the courage to pro
hibit recruiting among ccrtaln tribes in 
the Congo on which the demand for 
labour has been shown to be excessive.
and it is an essential prerequisite o f scrub cattle and Is, on Uie whole 
good government in the H igh Com m ls-.m ore immune to the attacks o f Dests 
sion territories that tiic British autho- Once he ceased to r a i r t  “  u ie  w t  
rlties should do the same for Swazi, simple lock-awayInvestm ent h em iJ h i 
B a w to  .n o  Bednmna. The end o f re- » e l l " S g l  
crultlng would not. o f course, mean the about money
end o f labour emigration, nor would It T here  arc at present two markets 
mean restricting the free  passage o f for Swaziland stock One U the 
^ u m e e r s  to any labour market in Union quarantine market in Johan- 
whlch they m ight care to o ffer service nesburg o r Durban for which as 
But It «o u ld  mean that such boys as Union regulations require every bcsa! 
continued to « o  lo  the m lne i «ou ld  bo must be not le u  than aoolb In w n jh t  
“  volunteers at the .pu r o f a The other Is the o v e r w  e x io r t 5ar- 
«enum e economic motive, and not as kei in Durban, for which tS e re a re n o  
victims o f Ingenious bait held out to restrictions of weight. Unfortunately 
their inexperience and Improvidence lh » Portuguese East A frica  m lSKt I* 
Presumably, and p referab ly  It would closed to Swaziland. T h e  U n ions in 
lead to a progressive diminution of sisteJCe on a minimum wefcht nf 
labour emigration- But the polut is 8001b. may in  the e n d i v e  w  be i  
that It Is absolutely necessary to stop blessing in disguise to the native as U 
recruiting In order to  afford the best already Is to the E u ro p e  “ f a m e ?  
chance ofsuccess  to schemes designed it Induces him  to  ratsctKe m u 3 5 ’  of 
U> keep the Sw azis producUvo labour his herds to  that level EvS? e l m  

P *hte OWn co|in lry - re '  slloulci be made to persuade h im  to 
crultlng system cannot logically receive regard the restriction as sett S ir  a 
any form of approval or recognition standard which it is his aim as stork 
from  an  authority charged with the breeder, to satlafy *,OCk
well-being o f the High Commission
territories as distinct economic and S ELL O F F  T H E  SCRUB
political units. I t  is h ighly question-
nhip n\f»r> n'hottion « «  *.-•*— — Meanwhile, he has an extremely

*■> me

uu»u». j i  is m gniy question
able even whether .such an authority
ought to allow  Swaziland to be used as ** »iana-ny in the
a clearing station fo r  the traffic hi Por- P urb“ n overseas market. Thanks to 
tniniMn hnv* Ann • ! « !  r ~ . _  .u ------- tne big contract with the Italian
.. “ ‘b oi.anuii m i m e irauic ill l-*or-
tuguese boys. And apart from the well- w jia  m e Italian
being o f natives in the territories, there ~ ovenupent. its absorptive capacity 
is the Union native to be considered KOO°  ve,d-fed etock o f any weight
T h e  form er furnish approximately one- g  Pre*ent practically unlimited i
Blxth o f the whole labour force cm- , '  . lon® thla pleasant condition will" I " ' . " *  >» •»— — -----  ■ • - lust is nf m urm  _  ., . .  "V r " “ -'our lorce cm- conaiuon will
ployed m the mines and works o f the • ° r course, uncertain. For the 
TTntnn T h n withdrawal Qf this or Lwo a l any rate It gives

• proportion o f the ~ a./1 farraer an oppor.
the one discernible L  ?, i 0 lm  ^ “ b stock an d ' 

*••*■«»»_ »n ttcu ing to the remainder nhf„ p.,acc pl*her animals cap-
< Le., the Union natives generally) that f n l  meeting the requirements of 
scarcity value which alone can secure mnrket or animals
fop fhn.n —— • -----------W W b ie  tor dairying T h e  Oovem -

n only lu De an economic success It seems 
N«t ?■"'>“ * . It should i o i S T t a

iiwui «  consonaatet 
and their educational labours ca 
now bo said to be coming o f age.
™  5 *?  ycar# R* °  waa any Plan * * th a cattle export trade in the 
evolved for co-ordinating these labours. ? .rly stages, and possibly with dairy lna 
The ajoats or agricultural officer. ,ater
dlrecto£of education, and native school T A n . . ^
supervisor arc all barelv two years old OBACCO AN D  CREAM.

S .^ o r " ” L “ w !n t T . n U' , S ldT X : - t ! * "  “ >e most pro.

These facta are additional reasons rthJJ’ at S f ^ S T t o S l l  a“t"n ir lm '
I'nuniii) owmuuiia s nmuea re 

sources on Uiosc polnU where educa 
tion has something o f a hold, and 
leaving the " r a w "  areas asldr for u 
later campaign. i t  seems, for ex- 
amp e. t i o t  i f  the best value I* to bo 
ohtulned from  the agricultural demon, 
s.intors their attack sliould be liuen- 

.° and aboui Uie achor>ls and
not diffused over the remoter tribal 
dltiricts- Again, one o f the teacher* 
chief perplexities a t present Is that 
the native M.tm» to require o f educa
tion that it should turn him into 
either a clerk, n teacher o r a parson.

.Rome daylight m ight perhaps be let In 
on this particular problem by estab
lishing a land .settlement achcrn* for 
educated Swar.ls, Such a scheme 
could be linked up with Uie schools 
by awarding some o f Its benefits as a 
prize to selected scholars. Whether 
i l  should be run on a co-operatlvn basis 
or f*n a basis o f Individual ownership 
would need careful consideration 

The second, nr economic, lupcot o f 
Un problem -the Mpefit o f production 
and marketing bring* us to the eon- 
i retr p»f«lbilll|f-r. o f  export A» the 
Imad of Uie Jut. obviously, (vanes 
slaughter Ntoek A native export 
trade In stock has speelal allnuitkuia, 
becaiiM- it would kill several birds with 
a single stone. Hesltles bringing In 
the i sab retum. It would enae th» 
preaaure on the paatures o f ovar- 
stocked afeas and minimis* the danger 
of nrrifktf soil frmton KriMion lia*
i w  here y* i auaimid th. Nlaimma 
|iro|kirlio)i>. eommwo In «...

ifu-v nave A r rn ,Ti«Udert m.in> b f 
luc* - r r l 7 i e  riHttllflil advan td fr,

.... ........ . >•«**
i - i -  ss m e“ lrig  approaching a “ “ “ J '" ! ;  m e  O o vem -;
fa ir  economic price for thclr labour. h“ ' 11 h«?ms to me. a duty to

...........TW O  OBSTACLES. ™ .

t \ £  r '  r ! ^ hln| “  Cxport U” d'  m M|>,nil' e m »tK e t«tr  c h a in s '0 ^ n u mrau ve  produr. , two dlsllnet kinds o f bee o f  n «U v M O T M ^ im ? V ,. i .  V l S S  
o tm r lr s  have to  be overcom e-one been disposed on  iS !  o r e m S  
socto .irisuiu out 0!  tribal custom and market, and the fact perhaps acco„“ “  

^  0 r econonilc. arLsmg ln P »r t fo r  the fall o f tho averaae
from thp.Tordlnqry difficulties o f pro- weight per beast exported from Sofb 
ductlon and marketing. T h e  social 1936 to 4471b In 1920 But

somewhat solid. As we saw have usually been to European spocS  
in  Uie cose o f Basutoland, tribal tradl- la tors touring northern Zululand nmt 

* nt,PaUle l̂c 10 Individual enter- Swaziland to see what they could nick 
prtse. A man who assiduously follows >'P -h ard ly  an "optim um  "  method of 
m odem  methods and achieves any marketing from the T t a n S l ?  Jt 
marked increase In production always native Interests. R*cently ar? iiB e  

lncurrtn«  the envy both have been made b y ' w h ld f Uie
o f  his chief and his fellow  tribesmen Government w ill sell cattle <m h U ? tr

qUlU‘ po“ ‘b,y foUows thnt thp ° f  nut,vee- clUier on Che au tran in ii witch doctors are put on his tracks, market o r on the o v e jW s 
and even that he Is evicted from his v °ry  few  natives, h o w S  *!£m   ̂
lands. It  Is largely a question o f man- be aware o f their existence’ i«
nera. A  well-bred tribesman docs not f^ a r  that for the Government milipiv
take pains to demonstrate his superl- to state that its asalstanee i «  „ ^ ,  ,V
orlty over his fellows. Tha t spirit o f n,>le. while leaving the n ^ lJ U  A

wthat pa33lon 10 cxcel tt" ‘l “ k tor it. U not “ n o " h  ^
which, through many generations, have ud hoc machinery is nniSnV. ^  
been bred Into our European psycho- «  positive GovcrnmenUannliJTrf cm 
logy, are alien to the Bantu, and pull lus to natives to make use nr if ^ lmu' 
roughly against tribal convention and . Production presents less dim ,.,,,,„  
etiquette. Naturally, the raw native Is Ulun marketing. i n the low veW 
much more sensitive to the tribal atmo- are large areas o f  nret^loss 
«Phere than the educated native Is. yh lch  have hardly yet been 
For this reason It seems politic to begin A t present the only permanent v ^ r r  
the e ffort to  set up n native export £  tn  the big rivers, and It is In the 
trade by concentrating on the schools matI1- only on pastures within M i l  
and the class o f educated adults. Edu- f c“ f h o f  these Uiat stock is raised Bo 
catlonal policy should probably be building small dams to store L h ew u tZ  
framed In  the light o f Uie export trade o f streams which do not run the whSe 
idea at the least It should always be >eflr round, much new grazlna land 
checked by reference to It. away from the river frontages

It  must be remembered that educa- thrown open for stock raising and th? 
tlon Itself Is quite a young growUi in ra ttie population o f the c ou n ty  con 
Swaziland The iirst missionaries ar- slt,crablv increased without overstock- 
rived -to the country nearly 60 years ‘ "K  T h e Government is. „ Y  if  
ago, but for 40 o f them the war happens, already contemplating dam 
against heathenism was o f a purely construction on this plan In native 
f i f f iTj % A ,rP®- 11 18 only since about and a grant from the Colonial

^  r missions have been P^'elopm ent Fund has been obtained 
£  .a consolldated position f o r ' ^  Purpose But If the scheme 

and their educational labours can only *® 10 be an economic success. It see dirII nil’ hfl CQl.l In hn —--- I______ " PBUinllnl • i l - I, a

—~~ I---- ,
W hch neighbouring natives care “ to 
deliver, separate It. and send the 
cream to Johannesburg, charging 10 
J>er.cent- o f  the proceeds for their 
services. Some natives are already 
making £3 a month In this way 
Dairying Is atlll on u very small acalo, 
put If It continues as well as It has 
begun it may .perhaps lead natives to 
grow stock fetyi In order to keep their 
cows longer m milk, and even lo  ox- 
K T S * " 1.  T lth breed big up their 

„  }v®r.e ‘■Hose things lo 
happen, the entablishmem, o f a  central 
creamery and cheese factory at Brr- 
S 2 3 & 1*  o m,W, not •*cm •  vlslonun 

ift " “ oelated with 
the Unions dairy control uriirme, «o 
that a Union embargo on Swaziland 
cream, butter, and cheese U Imiirolt- 
Bblo— at least much more Improbable 
than an embargo on cattle For this 
reason, dairying Is safer than ranch
ing. as n permanent lino o f develop
ment.

Tobacco growing also seema < 
o f indefinite expansion, and, g 
lend by the Government anil I 
more enterprising type o f n a llw  Ml, 
time will no doubt come when everv 
native Huitlen In suitable districts will 
contain n few Utousaiu) plant* 
all erops possible u> Hwaaltai 
tobacco probably give* tin- |*n 
return per lusre

In Uie fulurn cotton may take on 
important place uniting iiAllve eapoft* 
even tiieuina out l«> be a purtlv ustlvt

i a -w e a a 's s a fa ia
•foutinua*! Ui nes« Miiuiim >
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THE VEXED PROBLEM OF 
TRANSPORT

PROS AND CONS IN ROAD V. RAIL 
CONTROVERSY

W h a t  fo rm  o f  transport is best suited to  the special 

cond ition s o f  Sw aziland , and lik e ly  to  g iv e  t h e  cheapest and 

m ost e ffic ien t results? T h e  po in t can on ly  be finally 
settled  b y  exp ert in vestiga tion , fo r  w h ich  th e  European  
com m u n ity  has a lready  asked. M ean w h ile , it is suggested 

that, ju d g in g  from  the w h o le  trend  o f m odern  transport 

d eve lop m en t, ra ilw a y  constru ction  is u n lik ely to  p lay a 
m a jo r part in so lv in g  S w az ilan d 's  p rob lem .

fr K O M  A S P E C IA L  C O R R E S P O N D E N T

Second in Im portan ce on ly  to  th e  con 
serva tion  o f  n a tiv e  m an-pow er com es 
th e  question  o f  transport. A s we saw. 
U ie  posiU on in  S w azilan d  has under
gone a w ide and benefic ia l trans for
m a tion  by the exten sion  o f th e Dur- 
ban-Zu lu land ra ilw ay  to  G o lle l, and 
by th e  es tab lishm en t o f  th e roaa 
tran sport serv ice  by th e U n ion  R a il
w ay  A dm in is tra tion . Th ese  im prove 
m en ts h a ve  cheapened  transport by 
som e 50 per cent., and speeded it up 
in  a h igh er  p roportion  Still. N eve r
theless. th e  present system  has cer
ta in  pecu lia rit ies  w h ich  m ake it less 
a ttra c tiv e  than  it  m ay appear at first 
s igh t. I t  is essen tia lly  a fo re ign  ser 
vice, c a r ry in g  p ra ctica lly  Its  en tire  
revenu e ou t o f  U ie  country  and spend 
ln g  i t  abroad. Sw azilan d  thus d erives  
n o benefit e ith e r  fro m  th e cap ita l ex
pen d itu re  on  its  estab lishm ent or 
fro m  expen d itu re  on  wages, operation , 
m ainten ance, and repairs. S h e re
ce ives  n o  share even  o f  th e profits, 
no revenu e fro m  licences in  respect 
or the veh ic les  em ployed , and no con
tr ibu tion  tow ards th e upkeep o f  roads 
on  w h ich  th e  w ear and tear o f  the 
h eavy  lorr ies  is ex trem ely  severe  In  
short, the service, to r a ll its g reat 
u tility , is con cu rren tly  a b ig drain 
on  th e resources o f  th e country.

T H E  U N IO N  G A IN S .

A ll  these d isadvan tages  to  S w azi
lan d  are. o f  course, advan tages to the 
U n ion . I t  is true th a t S w azilan d  has 
n o liab ility  fo r  losses w h ich  m ay  be 
incu rred ; but th e  Im m unity  is o f  the 
less s ign ificance since, i f  there  w ere 
any pers isten t losses, th e  serv ice  would 
be d iscontinued. I ts  m ain ten ance and 
extension  are  ev iden ce th a t it pays 
Its way. T h e  U n ion  also en joys cer
ta in  less d irec t gains from  it. W e 
m ust take in to  accoun t the fa c t that 
th e g rea t bulk o f  th e  tra ffic  handled 
by th e road  serv ice  is fed  s tra igh t to  
th e  U n ion  ra ilw ays, wh ich m ake a 
fu rth e r  p ro fit  on it  in respect o f  ra il 
ca rriage  fo r  g rea te r  o r  less distances. 
A n o th er  p o in t is th a t th e serv ice  fo r  
w h ich  S w azilan d  pays has opened up 
a la rge  fa rm in g  area  in th e U n ion —  
nam ely, the area betw een  B rey- 
ten  and the S w azilan d  border. In 
c lud ing th e  Lak e  Chrissie d istric t In  
a ll these circum stances, th e wh ite 
p opu lation  o f  Sw aziland, g ra te fu l as 
th ey  a re  fo r  th e U n ion ’s opportune as
sistance, are qu ite r igh tly  inc lined  to 
regard  th e present a rrangem ents as 
no m ore  than  tem porary .

T h e  a tt itu d e  o f  th e Adv isory  Coun 
c il has been to  press fo r  the appoin t
m ent o f  an  exp ert com m ission to In 
vestigate  loca l transport needs, and. 
keep ing in view  the possib ility  o f  de
velop ing U ie coa l resources, to report 
on th e d esirab ility  o f  constructing a 
ra ilw ay  th rough th e te rrito ry . T h e ir  
hopes obviously  a re  th a t th e  report 
would be favou rab le  to the ra ilw ay  idea, 
but th ey  fra n k ly  state  th a t th ey  are 
ready to  ab ide by th e  find ings o f  such 
a com mission, favou rab le  o r  un favour
able. T h e  S ecreta ry  o f  S ta te 's  firs t 
respoase to th is  ve ry  reasonable pro
posal w as unsym pathetic. A  fu rther 
petition  is now  being draw n up. and 
th e R esid en t Com m issioner has 
prom ised his help  in gettin g  the 
m a tte r  reopened. I t  is to be hoped 
th a t he w ill be successful, fo r  beyond 
question there  is a  genu ine need fo r 
expert inqu iry  in to  the w h ole  trans
port problem .

T H E  R A IL W A Y  ID E A .

W ith ou t an tic ipa tin g  th e  possible re
sults o f  such an inquiry, it  is per
m issible to  doubt w h ether ra ilw ay- 
bu ild ing is like ly  to  figu re la rge ly  in 
the p rob lem 's solution. F o r  years it  
has been th e fash ion  in  Sw azilan d  to 
assume th a t a ra ilw ay  is a sine qua 
non o f  any considerable econom ic de
velopm ent. In  B lue Books, annual 
reports, and up and dow n o ffic ia l pub
lications gen era lly , as w ell as in the 
speeches o f  m em bers o f  th e Advisory  
Council, th e assum ption is con tinually  
propounded w ith  a dogm atism  for 
w h ich  m odern conditions seem  to  a f 
fo rd  lit t le  warrant. T h e  experience 
o f  ra ilw ay  system s in e v e ry  developed  
pa rt o f  the w orld  to-day Increasingly 
suggests that, excep t fo r  heavy, lon g
distance traffic, they a re  destined to  
be superseded by th e m ore m obile 
and adaptab le road transport. And 
an a ttem p t to read  th e Sw aziland 
s ituation in th e .ligh t o f  th a t e x p e rt 
encc leads na tu ra lly  to  th e in ference 
th at the m ain  Job o f  transport In so 
sm all a te rrito ry  must a lw ays be to 
feed, by road, th e ra ilw ays w ith  w h ich 
It is surrounded C oal m igh t con
ce ivab ly  p rove to be a special case; 
and should the tim e com e w hen an 
assured export o r  bunkering m arket 
were In prospect, there m iRht be a 
rase fo r link ing the coa lfie lds by rail 
w ith  th e CJoba line. B u t the deter
m in ing  fa c to r  there  would be Uie 
prucllt'.al condition!, o f  the m arket in 
question, and until Uie m arket puts 
in a concrete apoenrance the poin t 
Is no t to be settled, a p riori, by 
theories o f  Ideal moans o f  transport. 
PurttM rm oro. by th e  tim e the S w azi
land ron lfM d i com e to bo exploited, 
scien tific  experim enta tion  w ith  fuels 
d erived  from  coa l m ay have altered 
th e wtmle postton: and th e need may 
be not fo r ra ilw ays o r  ev*n  fo r  ronds, 
but fo r  plpe-lirw** o r  som eth in g else 
which t/nlay equally rem ote.

H ow ever th a t m ay be, th e  v iew  th a t 
a  ra ilw ay  and no th in g  but a  ra ilw ay  
can do th e  trick  fo r  S w azilan d  seems 
an archaism  surviv in g  fro m  Uie cast 
o f  th ough t o f  V ictor ian  times. N o th 
ing could be c learer U ia t In th e m ain, 
i.e., In norm al con d itions in  most 
parts o f  the w orld , th e fu tu re  lies 
w ith  road transport. T h e  ra ilw ay  is 
no lon ger the unique O pen Sesam e 
to progress and p rosperity ; indeed, it  
would be m ore reasonab le to regard  it 
as a very  expensive Incubus to  be 
avoided  w h en ever possible and on ly  
resorted to  w hen shown to be indis
pensable In specia l conditions. I t  is 
custom ary in S w azilan d  to  seek to 
prove th e su perio rity  o f  ra il transport 
by tak in g present road costs in  the 
territo ry  and com parin g  them  w ith 
present rail costs In th e Union. Natu  
ra lly  th e com parison  d isp lays the 
la tter in an attracU ve  ligh t. But 
it is devoid ot any p ractica l value, be
cause it Ignores a num ber o f  im por
tan t factors, such as th e poss ib ility  o f  
cheapen ing road  transport in Sw azi 
land, and because it ta c it ly  and in 
defen sib ly  assumes th a t ra il charges 
in Sw azilan d  would be the sam e as 
they a re  in the U n ion. A ctu a lly , un
less Sw azilan d  con trived  to .saddle 
the p a tien t taxpayer o f  G rea t B rita in  
w ith  th e early  losses, a ra ilw ay  w oulo 
fo r  m any years be a heavy w eigh t fo r
the European com m unity  to  carry, 
and fre igh t rates would in ev itab ly  be 
considerab ly  h igh er  than  th ey  a re  in
the U n ion.

O IL  F U E L .

F rom  th e o th e r  side, th e  develop-1 
m en t o f  th e h eavy  oil-burning lo rrv  
holds ou t a firm  prom ise o f  im portant 
reductions in  the cost o f  road trans
port. I f  the prices o f  petro l and heavy I 
oil w ere  to rem ain  a t th e ir  present i 
respective levels, the reduction in I
opera ting  costs would be im pressive 
Indeed. B ut it is well known th a t the 
oil producing com panies at present 
use th e b ig dem and fo r  pe tro l to raise 
the p rice o f  th a t product in order to 
cover losses on th e oth er products o f  
the re fin in g  process— nam ely, heavy 
o il and tar. F rom  this fa c t it  is o ften  
argued that, w ith  the adven t o f  the 
D iesel engine fo r  road transport and 
th e consequent increase o f  dem and fo r 
h eavy  o il and decrease o f  dem and fo r 
petrol, producers would gradua lly  
tran s fer to the fo rm er  the burden now- 
borne by th e la tter , and raise the ( 
price o f  heavy  o il to  carry  th e losses 
on  petro l and tar. N o  doubt th e use 
o f  th e  D iesel eng ine on a large scale 
would be fo llow ed  by som e rise in the 
p rice o f  h eavy  o il. Y e t  is it au thorita 
tive ly  estim ated  that, even were heavy 
o il to advance in p rice to  the level 
now  ru ling fo r  petrol, th e  increased 
m ileage g iven  by th e h igh er  ca lorific  
value o f  h eavy  o il should result In a 
reduction o f  50 per cent, in fu e l costs, 
o r  abou t 25 per cent, in  to ta l operating 
costs

In  a ll th is  there  Is inev itab ly  a large  
e lem ent o f  surmise. B ut i t  is probably 
near enough to  the m ark  to suggest 
th at Sw aziland  would do w ell to  re
gard  Its d ream s o f  a  ra ilw ay  as some
w h at anachronistic, to  concen trate a t
ten tion  on the im provem net o f  roads, 
and to fo llow  care fu lly  th e m ost up to- 
date d eve lopm ent o f  o il-burning lorry  
design. I f  the country is resolved on 
som e drastic trea tm en t o f  the trans
port problem , th ere  Is surely a better 
m ethod than  a State-gu aranteed  ra il
way. and th a t is a  sem i-S tate public 
u tility  corporation  opera tin g  a com 
p lete  road-service w ith  oil-burning 
m achines, spending its  revenue in  th e ] 
country, em ploying loca l labour, and 
possibly havin g  an assem bly-plant and 
repair-shop at Brem ersdorp.

A  S W A Z IL A N D  T R A N S P O R T  
C O M P A N Y .

Once securely established, such a 
corporation  m igh t be in a position to 
e ffe c t fu rth er reductions In transport 
charges by purchasing its  ow n rolling- 
stock fo r use on the U n ion  railways, 
thus reaping U ie benefits o f  p rivate  
ow nersh ip  which B ritish  practice  has 
m ade ram lllar. I t  seems possible th a t 
assistance from  th e C olon ia l D evelop 
m ent Fund m igh t be forthcom in g  for 
a schem a o f  U ils kind, particu larly  i f  
the fleet o f  lorries required w ere pur
chased in B rita in . A n  experim enta l 
beginning m igh t perhaps be made, 
under present conditions, w ith  a sm all 
express service carry in g  cream  to 
B reyten .

Eventually, o f  course, such a scheme 
would Invo lve  U ie transfer to  th e sug 
gested corporation  o f  th e responsibili
ties now discharged by th e South A fr i
can R a ilw ays  road service. But. as we 
saw. th a t service, In sp lto o f  a ll that; 
it Is doing fo r  the deve lopm ent o f  the 
country, has Intrinsic d isadvantages 
by reason o f  which It cannot be re
garded as m ore than a tem porary 
m akesh ift. In  any case. It Is d ifficu lt 
to see how  th e South A fr ica n  R a il
ways cpuld raise a convincing ob jec 
tion to tho transfer. I f  the present 
service is m aking a profit, it  Is but 
equ llab lo that th e lion 's share or th a t 
profit should go  to Bw urlland; w h ile  

I It It Is m aking a loss, presum ably the 
Houth A fr ican  R a ilw ays would retolci- 

in i the prospect o f  Hwazlland taking 
th at loss over.

(T o  be concluded.)
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CONDITIONS OF FUTURE 
PROGRESS

PROXIMITY TO THE SEA AN ASSET THAT  
NEEDS EXPLOITING

The concluding article o f  the series sums up the ch ief 
possibilities o f econ om ic  am i political progress, and attempts 
to  outline the conditions necessary for th eir realisation. It 
emphasises the value o f a geographical position w ith in  easy 
reach o f the sea; and, finally, it reaffirm s the need for a 
“ dual policy ," associating natives and Europeans in the 
furtherance o f  mutual and com plem entary interests.

Whatever may be the right solution 
or the transport problom. there Is every 
hope that It will not now be many 
years in coming. Swaziland's feet seem 
Securely planted on the highway of 
economic progress, and the admlnlstra 
live authority Is quite alive enough to 
the posture of Uie country's internal 
and external affairs to Justify the be 
Uef that transport facilities will by one 
means or another t o p  adjusted to Its 
growing needs. In  this the European 
population moy look, with some reason 
and confidence, to the British Govern 
ment for further assistance Even on 
the basis o l the present transport ar
rangements, which, as we saw, are 
open to criticism much more for their 
high cost than for Inadequacy of 
service, the white farmer has an 
almost bewildering choice o f agrlcul 
tural and pastoral possibilities before 
him Beyond his present linos of 
tobacco, cotton and ranching there he 
at least fruit, timber, wattles, dairying 
and eggs All are promising, and In none

also being experimented with, and In 
a few years may perhaps claim In 
elusion In the above list. The farmer, 
clearly enough, has plenty of material 
to hand for moulding, by his own 
energy and enterprise and by Informed 
sympathy with native development, a 
prosperous future for himself.

Swaziland Is also fortunate In being 
able to look forward to a growing 
mineral development The working of 
tin and asbestos on a scale consider
able In relation to the gc-ncrnl economy 
o f Lhe country only awaits the recovery 
o f the world's markets. The extensive 
deposits o f coal, given favourable ex
ternal circumstances, may one day be
come an Important factor in economic 
expansion There Is. further, ample 
water power for the electricity requlro 
ments o f the population.

TH E SEA.

But. perhaps Swaziland's best asset 
o f all. and one which has not yet 
begun to be exploited, is her proximity 
to the sea This Is o f especial slgnifl 
canco in relation to citrus and coal. 
In  the case of citrus the advantage Is 
climatic The Union Is the only country 
in the world In which any large com
mercial production o f citrus takes 
place at a distance o f hundreds of 
miles from the coast, and there Is little 
doubt that this peculiarity Is a serious 
handicap in growing the best quality 
o f fru it Swaziland Is so placed that 
she could start without that handicap. 
In the case o f conl the advantage Is 
.geographical. The coal resources of 
Natal and the Transvaal are easily and 
cheaply worked, the average pithead 
prlco being under 7s. and 5s. re
spectively. There Is no reason, so far 
ns present knowledge goes, to expect 
that Swaziland coal would compare un
favourably In tills respect. But export 
trade and bunker trade In Union coal 
have shown a disappointing develop
ment Tor one main reason—namely, 
the situation o f Lhe mines far Inland, 
and the consequent cost of freight to 
the coast I t  seems at least possible 
that Swaziland might capture the ex 
ports and bunkers which Natal once 
hoped would fall a prize to herself, 
though both, by reason o f the Increase 
In the proportion of oil-driven ship
ping, are perhaps dwindling trades.

lh e  economic exploitation of Swazi
land's proximity to the sea. of course. 
Implies the cultivation o f the closest 
and most cordial relations with her 
Portuguese neighbours. This is a task, 
possibly somewhat neglected In the 
past, to which the new High Commis- 
isloner may be expected to address hlm- 
jself with a will. I t  should prove to 
be simplified for him. both by the 
change In the High Commlssionership 
Itself aud because Swaziland's Incor
poration in the Union is obviously no 
longer a possibility o f the immediate 
'future

•A JO INT  COUNCIL?

I  mentioned above that the progress 
o f the white community depended in 
a special sense upon Its informed sym
pathy with native development. Upon 
the bridge o f this observation we may 
make the passage from the field of 
economics to th»- Held o f politics. How 
is this informed sympathy to be 
attained? A t present the distinction 
between European affairs and notive 
affairs is cut very clear, alike in the 
minds o f Europeans and natives, and 
In the practice of government. The 
Advisory Council consists exclusively 
o f Europeans, and, theoretically, ft 
advises exclusively on European affairs 
Policy in native affairs, on the other 
hand. Is framed by the Government 
In consultotlon with the Paramount 
Chief, who has his own council of 
natives. This sharp differentiation 
corresponds, of course, with no 
economic reality, and Is In practice in 
creasingly difficult to maintain. As the 
country develops it will evidently have 
to give way to something better suited 
to the facts, and presumably the first 
complete stage In the adjustment will 
be a Joint Advisory Council o f Euro
peans and non-Europeans. European 
opinion is as yet unripe for 6uch an 
innovation, and will, no doubt, take 
some time to assimilate and adapt it 
self to the idea. Nevertheless, It 
seems essential that Europeans should 
be gradually associated with the 
formation of a t least the broad prin
ciples o l native policy, and educated, 
by means o f co-operaUon with the 
Government, to the view that naUve 
interests and European Interests arc 
nelthor separable nor antagonistic, but 
twin - yoked and complementary. 
Similarly, some regular machinery will 
before very long be needed for the 
proper consultation of representative 
native opinion on changes o f policy 
which primarily affect Europeans.

CONTACT W ITH  NATIVES.
In  the former direction at least ti 

is already a well-marked 
When, for example, the ( 
mates aa-e presented to t 
Council, members are e 
take into their purview £ 
o f public finance, and the c _ 
does not attempt to confine d 
to Hems o f revenue to be derive 
the European community and t 
expenditure proposed for its 
An oven plainer Index o f the 
line o f thought Is seen Iii Uie 
Native Education Committee. v.-_ 
membership Includes besides natives, 
missionaries, and officials, certain 
members o f the elected Advisory Coun
cil. By such means. It may be, Euro 
nnan opinion will be stimulated lo a 
friendly concern for naiivu advance
ment, and familiarised with the idea of 
co-operation with natives to secure It.

In parenthenlK, It Is worth remark 
ing thut the ordinary European public 
•rem* U» c u n  <•* Mirprlslng Imgths Its 
uloofness from human contucto with 
the native* lu Mbabane, for instance, 
thorn is a native smuseinent hall, 
whom eonoertft, dances and other forms 
of social entertainment take place

under the auspices o f a native 
managing committee. When I visited 
it to listen to a very diverting cobcert, 
I was informed that I was the second 
European to do bo, the first having been 
the Residont Commissioner. I  do not 
imagine Uie statement to be strictly 
nccumte, but it  1s probably useful 
as u pointer. Extremely useful 
work Is open to European resi
dents ol the village In the way o f help
ing Uie committee lo get suitable 
cinematograph films from Johannes
burg, In arranging lectures and debates 
for natives who speak English, and 
generally in attempting to satisfy some 
o f the needs which are met In Britain 
by the Workers' Educational Associa
tion. Ideas of this kind seem to have 
occurred to no one. And. apart from 
dedicated persons, such as missionaries 
and officials, the European public in 
Swaziland generally seems insensitive 
to the charm of naUve psychology, and 
little Interested In assisting its 
struggles towards more light. This in- 
difference means a loss to natives and 
Europeans alike. One would have ex
pected to  find a sort of patriotic pride 
In operation here, a desire to see the 
Swazi as the most hopeful and most 
enlightened representative o f all the 
southern Bantu. Apparently it Is not
so.

G OVERNM ENT INFLUENCE.

The Influence o f the Government on 
relations between the European and 
native communities can hardly be 
more than Indirect. And the example 
yet by the Government In rccent years 
is beyond cavil. A great deal has been 
done to establish intimate and un
broken touch with Uie various phases 
o f native sentiment. Arrangements 
have been made for monthly meetings 
at headquarters wiUi the Paramount 
Chief, as well os for monthly meetings 
between assistant commissioners and 
chiefs In the districts, and at both 
types o f meeting matters o f interest 
or importance to the natives are freely 
discussed with a minimum of formality. 
Both have rapidly proved their useful 
ness, and the farmer In particular now 
form an Indispensable link in the ad
ministrative chain: for the Paramount 
Chief, besides being a highly engaging 
personality, distinguished for his intel
ligence and public spirit, enjoys great 
confidence among his people, so that 
his willing co operation with the 
official element is a notable simplifi
cation o f the work of government. 
Committees, elected at public meetings, 
have also been formed throughout the 
territory to represent the views o f 
educated natives and coloured persona. 
The committees have access to the 
Resident Commissioner nt any time, 
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