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1. P rom ouvoir 1c d ro it & I’ob jcction  de conscicncc A 

la p repara tion  de la guerre com m e d ro it fondam cn- 
tal hum ain, tan t sur lc plan national que sur le 
p lan in ternational.

2. O bten ir les instrum ents jurid iques p erm ettan t de 
faire valoir ee d ro it. Ccs outils jurid iques e tan t les 
legislations nationale i et les conventions inter- 
nationales, en particu lier la Convention E urop ienne 
des D roits dc l'H om m e.

3. A ssurer un  cxcrcicc norm al de ce d ro it, sans q u ’il 
soit I’objc l dc d iscrim inations socialcs, profession- 
ncllcs, in slitu tionnellcs ou  autres.

4 . Prom ouvoir le service civil a lte rnatif au service 
m ilitairc com m c unc con tribu tion  concre te  & la 
construc tion  dc la paix cl de 1 'entente entre les 
peuplcs.

5 . Prom ouvoir un service civil ayant unc dim ension 
curopccnne et in tem ationale , par cxcm ple cn 
p cn n c ttan t d ’e ffec tu cr lc servicc civil dans un 
autre  pays, en organisant dcs sessions in ternatio 
n a l  dc fo rm ation  ou en p cn n c ttan t 1’affec la tion  
d’objee leurs de conscience dans dcs organisations 
3 vocation In ternationale.

6 . Ddveloppcr lc d ro it d ’asile dans les pays signataires 
dc la C onvention  Europccnnc des D roits de 
r ilo m m e  po\ir les ob jcctcurs de consciencc ema- 
nant de pays ne reconnaissant pas ou insuffisam- 
m cnt leurs droits.

7. C ontribucr a I'am clioration  des legislations natio- 
nales, gracc a unc d iffusion  rdgulifcrc dcs inform s- 
tions sur les s ta tin s  nationaux pour les objcctcurs 
de conscience et sur leur application .

8. Organiser regulicrcm ent dcs rencon tres In te rn a tio 
nales sur ('ob jection  de conscicncc : dc reunions 
larges avec des partic ipan ts  d ’un m axim um  de 
pays, dcs reunions in tcrnationalcs, rcgionalcs et 
line concert a t ion pcrm ancntc en groupcs plus

9 . S tim u k r dcs cam pagncs in tcrnationalcs de so lidari
ty avee les objcctcurs dc conscience victim es 
d ’injusticcs, suite a i'absencc d’un s ta tu t legal ou 
d 'u n  s ta tu t garantissant suffisam m ent leurs droits 
csscntiels.

10. O rganiser un ccn tic  dc docum enta tion , actualist 
dc fa^on pcrm ancn tc , concernan t le s ta tu t d ’objec- 
tcu r dc consciencc c l le service civil a lte rnatif au 
servicc m ilitaire , tan t au niveau national, q u ’au 
niveau du Conscil de 1 'Europe, des C om niunau tis  
Europcennes, dcs A ccords d 'H clsinki et des N ations 
Unics.

11. Dresser un invcntaire perm anent de tou tes  les 
organisations ct les personnalitls  agissant cn favcur 
dc la reconnaissance du droit 1 1’ob jection  dc 
conscicncc com m c d ro it hum ain fondam cntal, 
a in si quc dcs organisations rcgroupant dcs objcc
tcurs de conscience.

12. E tablir un rapport qui valorise lc travail significa- 
tif  dcs objcctcurs dc conscicnce en service civil.

13. Lc Bureau dcvrail dtre co n s litu l par des ONG 
nationalcs el in tcrnationalcs assuranl la prom otion  
dc 1’ob jcction  de conscience, mais aussi dc m o v e 
m ents ayant dcs ob jcctifs  plus larges lels la paix , la 
non-violence, les dro its  dc 1‘hom m e, le travail dc 
la jeuncsse, ainsi que par des pcrsonnaliles c t dcs 
experts.

14. Lc Bureau devrail sc do le r dcs m oyens pour avoir 
une existence ju rid iquc  ct devrait bcncHcier du 
s ta tu t consu lta tif aupr6s du Conscil dc 1’E uropc et 
d ’autrcs in s titu tions  in ftrnalionales a determ iner. 
11 devrait travailler en c tro itc  co llaboration  avec lc 
Centre Europdcn dc la Jeuncsse et le Fonds Euro- 
pden pou r la Jeuncsse, afm  dc faire partie dc la 
famfflc dcs ONG in tcrnationalcs dc jeuncsse agrdecs 
dans ce cadre.
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T o  prom ote  the right to  conscientious ob jection  to 
prepara tion  fo r war as a fundam ental hum an  right 
at bo th  the national and  in ternational level.

T o  w ork for legislation incorporating  this r ig h t ; 
legislation at national and in ternational levels and, 
in particu lar, the incorporation  o f  the right as a 
P ro toco l in the European C onvention  o f  H uman

3 . T o  ensure the full recognition o f  this right w ithout 
discrim ination on any level, social, professional, 
in stitu tional o r  any  o ther.

4 . T o  prom ote alternative civilian service tha t makes 
a clear con tribu tion  to the building o f  peace and 
understanding  betw een peoples.

5. T o  prom ote civilian service w hich has a European 
and in ternational dim ension by , for example, 
enabling service to be undertaken  in another 
coun try  or by organising in ternational training 
sessions preparing conscientious objcctors for 
service in organisations w ith an international 
dim ension.

6 . T o  p rom ote the right o f  conscientious objectors 
com ing from  countries which do  n o t, o r do not 
adequately  recognise the right to  conscientious 
ob jection  to  find asylum in coun tries signatory to 
the European C onvention  o f  Hum an Rights.

7 . To help im prove national laws by  the regular dis
sem ination o f  inform ation  on  the various countries’ 
legislation governing conscientious objection  and 
the application  thereof.

8. T o  organise regular in ternational m eetings on 
conscientious o b je c tio n : broad-based meetings 
w ith  partic ipants from  as m any countries as 
possible, regional in ternational m eetings and 
constan t con tac ts  in smaller groups.

9 . T o  p rom ote in ternational cam paigns fo r solidarity 
w ith  conscientious objectors w ho are the victims 
o f  injustices owing to the lack o f  legislation or 
regulations affording sufficient p ro tec tion  for their 
fundam ental rights.

10. T o  organise a docum enta tion  centre fo r conscien
tious objection  and civilian service as an alternative 
to  m ilitary  service. Such docum entation  should be 
constan tly  updated  and cover n o t only the national 
level b u t also w ork in the Council o f  E urope and 
the  European C om m unities and work in connec
tio n  w ith the Helsinki Agreements and United 
N ations Agreements.

11. T o  draw  up a perm anent list o f  all organisations 
and  personalities w orking to  prom ote recognition 
o f  the right to  conscientious objection  as a funda
m ental hum an right, and o f  all organisations o f 
conscientious objectors.

12. T o  draw  up a report showing the im portance o f 
the  w ork done by conscientious objectors in the 
course o f  civilian servicc.

13. T he Bureau should be made up not only  o f  na tion 
al and  in ternational NGOs advancing the course o f  
conscientious objection  b u t also o f  movements 
w ith  w ider aims, such as peace, nonv io lence, 
hum an rights and y o u th  w ork , and  o f  personalities 
and experts.

14. T he Bureau should take llie necessary steps to 
secure legal existence and should enjoy consultative 
status w ith  (he Council o f  E urope and such o ther 
in ternational organisations as are decided upon . It 
should work in d o se  co-opera tion  w ith the  {Euro
pean Y outh  Centre and E uropean Y outh  F ounda
tion  so as to becom e a m em ber o f  the  family o f  
in ternational non governm ental organisations rec
ognised by these institu tions.
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O U  E M  E S T  L E V  

k j r  i  rr o 1 1 i<: v s k i  ?

Comme on le salt. Lev Kritchevskl 
a ete appele a I'armee le 24 decembre 
de I'annSe derniere, en depjt de 
contre-indications medicales flagrantes 
(perte de I'usage de I'oell droit a 
97%). On voulait une chose de 
Kritchevski : qu'il abandonne "pour 
de bon" ses activites dans le groupe 
"Confiance".

Quand il reput sa convocation, en 
tant que paclfiste il refusa son appel 
pour des motifs de conscience, et fut 
cependant emmene de force pour effec- 
tuer son service dans une unite de la 
defense anti-aerlenne situee A Golitsy- 
no (60 km de Moscou). Arrive dans son 
unite, Kritchevskl persista dans son 
refus du service milltaire et celui de 
porter les armes, desobeissant aux 
ordres qu on lui donnalt. Le commande- 
ment de I 'unite, visiblement, ne 
voulait pas donner plus d'echo a cette 
affaire et entacher son honneur, et ne 
le remit done pas aux trlbunaux, mais
II fit tout pour le briser. Outrages et 
passages a tabac se succederent, 
auxquels prenaient part non seulement 
les soldats et officiers de I'unlte mais 
aussi des membres du KGB venus 
specialement de Moscou.

La femme de Lev Kritchevski, Rimma 
Aronova, a obtenu de lui rendre 
visite plusieurs fois, mais apres 
chaque visite, les humiliations succe- 
dalent aux passages a tabac. En fait, 
les. conditions dans lesquelles se 
trouvaient Kritchevski differaient peu 
de celle des camps.

Le 6 mal 1987 Intervint un evene- 
ment inattendu : le commandement 
permit a Lev d'aller a Moscou pour 
faire enregistrer officiellement son 
mariage avec Rimma. Honnete jusqu'au 
bout, et ne voulant pas se derober a 
la peine que lui avaient value ses 
convictions, Kritchevski retouma a 
Golitsyno le lendemain de I'enregistre- 
ment du mariage, comme cel4 le lui 
avalt ete fixe.

Le 8 mai, alors qu'll etalt h 
nouveau dans son unite, Lev Kritchev
ski declara une greve de la faim
III iml tee. Sa revendication etait aussi 
simple que legitime.: qu'on le recon- 
naisse en sa qualite d'objecteur au 
service milltaire. Ce qui slgniflalt 
soit I'arrdter et le transf6rer devant 
les tribunaux, soit le remettre en 
liberty

Depuls ce temps, plus de deux 
mo is sont passes sans qu'aucune 
Information ne flitre sur son sort.

Quant a Rimma Aronova, qui entrepre- 
nait. des recherches desesperees pour 
apprendre ne fut-ce que quelques 
bribes sur son mari, le commandement 
lui repondait invariablement qu'll ne 
pouvait lui donner pour I'instant 
aucune information.

Ainsi apprit-on finalement a la mi- 
Jui I let que Lev Kritchevskl se trouvait 
a I'hopital militaire d'Odintsovo dans 
la region de Moscou. Le 19 jui I let. le 
commandant de I'hopital, Kouzmine, 
autorisa Rimma & voir Kritchevski 
pendant quelques minutes. Son 
etat etait critique : il avait perdu 
conscience depuis pJusieurs jours, II 
restalt allonge et mis au goutte a 
goutte.

Le 25 jui I let, Rimma Aronova recut 
un permis de visite a son marl d'une 
heure. Bien que son etat fut meilleur 
et qu'il eut repris connaissance, il ne 
pouvait parler longtemps. II put quand 
meme lui faire savoir que pendant les 
50 jours ecoules depuis le debut de 
sa grevi de la faim, le commandement 
de I'unite n'avalt rien entrepris, se 
contentant de I'isoler a I'infirmerie. 
Apparemment II esperait que Kritchev
ski interromprait de lui-meme sa greve 
de la faim. Puis, le 27 juin, la greve 
de la faim fut interrompue artificielle- 
ment, Kritchevski fut nourri par sonde, 
apres quoi il fut transports a i'hopital.

Aujourd'hui la sante et meme la 
vie de Lev Kritchevski ■ sont en 
grand danger. Selon le commandant de
I hopital militaire d’Odintsovo, 
Kritchevski doit prochainement etre 
transfere a l'h6pital de district de 
Podoiska. La se reunira une commis
sion m6dlco-milltaire qui statuera sur 
sur son aptitude & poursulvre son 
service militaire. S ’ ll est reconnu 
apte, ceia signifie soit la continuation 
des vexations et des contralntes pour 
lui faire sublr le service dans 
une unite armee, soit un jugement et 
son emprlsonnement dans un camp de 
concentration jusqu'S sept ans. SI la

commission le reconnait inapte, ‘ II 
sera probablement renvoy6 chez lui. II 
est trop t6t pour savoir quelle sera la 
decision, mais on peut affirmer quol 
qu'll en soit que Lev Kritchevskl aura 
pass6 par de nombreuses epreuves 
parml cel les mlses au point par la 
machine mllitaro-etatlque sovietique 
pour ceux qui refusent de se plier 6 
el le.

Le cas de Lev Kritchevskl est loin 
d'etre un cas Isoie. II en a d6ja ete 
ainsi par le passe et celS se repetera 
dans le futur. Cel a se repetera tant 
qu'exlstera dans notre pays une 
pratique anormale et Inhumaine, qui 
fait que des gens ne pouvant, 
pour des raisons de conscience, porter 
les armes sont soumls & des vexations, 
des tortures, des annees de camp et, 
peut-etre, la mort (comme ce fut le 
cas du baptlste Ivan Moissev). Seule 
la mlse en place d'un service civil 
alternatif au service milltaire pour les 
paclfistes pourra ameiiorer la situation 
et effacer une nouvelle tache parml 
cel les qui subslstent encore sur la 
facade deja legerement nettoy6e de 
la "PerestroVka" et de la democratisa- 
tion proclamee aujourd'hui dans notre 
pays.

Est-ce la prison qui attehd Lev 
Kritchevski? Cela depend pour 
une grande part de I'action menee dans 
notre pays et au-del& des frontleres 
par tous ceux qui se sentent solidai- 
res des pacifistes sovietiques. Ecrivez 
aux Instances officielles sovietiques, 
exigez la liberation de Lev Kritchevski, 
vous I'aiderez ainsi & retrouver la 
llberte.

Adresses :
M. Gorbatchev :

SSSR, Moskva, Starala Plochtchad 4, 
C .C . du P.C.U .S., Generalnomou 
sekretarlou M.S. Gorbatchevou.

Ministre de la defense :
SSSR, 103175 Moskva, Priemnaia 
Ministra Oborony, D.T. lazovou.

Nlkolaj Khramov.
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Les veterans d’Afghanistan
G R I P - l n f o r m a t i o n i  n * l 2 - 1987

Aubaine ou menace 
pour le pouvoir sovietique?

A  M oscou, la presse parle de plus en plus des «evenem ents autour 
de l’A fghanistan». Pour beaucoup, 1’occupation de ce petit, pays 
est un «devoir internationaliste». M ais ceux qui en reviennent con- 
naissent de graves difficultes de reinsertion dans la societe civile.

Deja le vocabula ire  nous separe. 
Chez les Sovietiques, il n 'e s t  ja
mais question de "guerre"  en Af
ghanistan. La formule e s t  "les 
even em en ts  au tour  de 1'Afghanis- 
tan". Les so ldats sovietiques ac- 
complissent la-bas leur "devoir in- 
te rna tiona lis te" .  En clair: ils ai- 
dent un pays ami a d e fendre  les 
"acquis rfevolutionnaires" m enaces  
par des "bandes de feodaux fana- 
tiques a ides par l 'e t ran ger" .  Ces 
"douchmans" sont de vrais mfe- 
chants , cruels, n '6pargnant ni les 
fem mes ni les enfan ts ,  d e tru isan t

les eco lcs  e t  les hSpitaux, les 
mosquees m6me.

Dans un sys tem e ou le mot a 
une grande im portance ,  il ne 
s 'ag it pas d 'une simple question 
de vocabulaire. 11 montre, plus que 
tou t discours politique, a quel 
point c e l t e  guerre  est  perdue dif
ferent ment en URSS et en O cc i
dent. II m ontre  aussi & quel point 
tou t est  fait pour ev i te r  aux jeu- 
nes so ldats de se trotiver en por- 
te -a -fau x  par rapport aux valeurs, 
aux notions de bien e t  de mal qui 
leur out e t e  inculquees depuis 
I 'enfunce. C ar tout ce  que I'on 
appelle en URSS "educat ion  pa- 
trioti<|ue" vise a former un defen- 
seur de son pays et du socialisme, 
non un agresseur.

Pendant pres de deux ans, 1'Af- 
ghanistan fut absent des medias. 
Puis, au fil des annees, s 'e s t  de- 
veloppee au tour  du co m b a t ta n t  
en A fghanistan une a tm osphere  
qui n 'e s t  pas sans rappeler  celle  
des films de guerre  41-45 ou de 
la revolution. A vec ce  curieux 
melange de rec i ts  heroiques, d 'ex- 
a l ta t ion  de la c am a rad e r ie  et de 
sen t im en ta l i ty .

A fg h a n is ta n : 
l 'occupa tion  sovie tique

Le ch o c  du re to u r

La presse a com m ence  aussi a 
evoquer des su jets  moins glorieux. 
Non pas les p robiem es de drogue 
ou de conR its  rac iaux dans l 'a r -  
m6e dont les envoyes speciaux, 
obsCdes par ce  besoin de co m p a
re r  Afghanis tan  e t  Vietnam, sa tu -  
ren t  leurs colonnes, souvent au 
dep a r t  d 'un hotel pokistanais.

Mais les medias parlen t dti 
"choc du re tou r"  que le pouvoir 
mit si longtem ps a reconnaU re. 
"Que I'on ait pu t i re r  sur toi pour 
tc  tuer .  Que tu aies pu t i rer  pour 
tu e r .  C om m ent oublier cela?",  ex- 
pliquait un des jeunes in te r ioges  
dans le film rem arquable  "Est-  
il facile  d 'e t r e  jeune?" Un au tre  
ancien  ecr iv a i t  au journal "Sobe- 
sednik"; "Je  les reconnais  de suite  
ceux qui rev iennen t d 'Afghanistan , 
a leurs yeux. Ils te  reg a rden t  
mais tu com prends  qu 'ils  voient 
a u t r e  chose. Ils voient des au tos  
qui sau ten t ,  le r ic tus  d'un douch- 
man, le corps to r tu re  d'un ami".

Ce que les families connais-  
sa ien t ,  c e  qu’elles redo u ta ien t  
quand leurs fils p a r ta ie n t  au se r
vice m il i ta i re  (les so ldats d 'A fgha
nis tan sont en m a jo r i te  de jeunes 
recrues) es t  enfin devenu chose 
publique.

C a r  l 'A fghan is tan  c e  sont les 
m or ts  dont on ignore le nombre 
(secre t  m ili ta ire . . .) .  C e  sont les 
involides, souvent am pu tes  des 
jambes. Ce sont les "niaximalis- 
tes"  qui rega rden t  sans concession 
c c t t e  soc ie te  sovietique oO les 
principes socia lis tes  qu 'ils  sont al- 
les d e fendre  la-bas sont mal res- 
pec te s .  Et qui parfois dec iden t 
de faire  ju s tice  eux-m em es .  Ce 
sont tous ces  jeunes pour qui le 
re to u r  implique une re -o r ien ta t ion .  
"Tu ne peux quand mSnie pas ren- 
t r e r  a l 'usine ou a 1 'universite 
com m e si tu ren t ra i s  de longues 
vacances" ,  expliquait  un jeune a 
la "Komsoniolskaya Pravda". C e r 
ta ins  c reen t  des brigades d 'anc iens  . 
e t ,  sur les chan tie rs ,  sont fiers 
de m on tre r  que leurs norm es sont 
sup6rieures ,  que leur ex perience  
la-bas a servi a quelque chose.

g r o u p e  de  r e c h e r c h e  et  
[■INFORMATION SUH L* PAW
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D 'au tre s  o rganisent des camps 
p a ra m il i ta irc s  "pour e n t r e te n i r  la 
forme" qui inquietent les au tori
tes. Quelques-uns som bren t dans 
I 'a lcoolisme ou la delinquance. 
Beaueoup sont dec;us par ( 'a t t i tu 
de des gens autour d'eux: pas as- 
sez de cluileur e t  beaucoup de pa- 
perasser ie  pour ob ten ir  ce  qui leur 
est  dfl.

Q ue lu paix  e s t  dure 
pour les lieros...

La tendance  off ic ie lle  est  d'en 
faire des v e te ran s  com m e les au- 
tres .  Mais il y a un obstac le  de 
ta ille .  En 1945, les soldats ren- 
t r a ie n t  dans un pays qui avait 
connu la guerre  et l'occupation.
II y avait  un langage commun. 
Aujourd 'hui, ils re n t re n t  dans un 
pays en paix e t ,  selon eux, ce  
pays vit com m e si la guerre  en 
A fghanis tan  n 'e x is ta i t  pas. Alors 
ils veu len t oublier, mais en m£- 
me tem ps se re t rou ven t  en tre  an- 
ciens, "les seuls avec  qui on peut 
parlor de cela".  Un sen t im en t 
d'oubli qu'un delegue au congres 
du Komsomol (Jeunesse communis- 
te) d 'avri l  t radu isa i t  -  follement 
applaudi - en: "Nous ne pouvons 
to ie re r  que sous nos yeux les he- 
ros deviennent des so ldats incon- 
nus".

Aussi on veut uti liser leur expe
rience . P ar  exem ple  pour I 'educa- 
tion pa tr io t iq ue  e t  la p repara tion  
m i l i ta i re  des jeunes. Leur donner 
un s t a tu t  de ve te ran s  a part  en- 
t ie re .  P'aire des films, publier des 
livres sur l 'Afghanistan. Leur ze- 
le de "puristes", pourvu qu'il  ne 
so r te  pus de la legalite ,  pourrait 
aussi Ctre uti lise  par le pouvoir 
ac tue l.

En fin de com pte , il suffira it  
d 'un peu de souplesse e t  de sens 
poli tique pour que le pouvoir uti
lise au mieux de ses in te re ts  la 
p lupart de ces  milliers de jeunes 
qui ont servi en Afghanistan.

Nina BACHKATOV
C o r rc s p o n d a n te  6 Moscou 

du  jo u r n a l  "L c  S o i r "  ( B ru x e l le s I



MICHALIS MARAGAKIS 

19 PAVLOU MELA St. 

THESSALONIKI 54622 

GREECE

LETTER FROM MICHALIS MARAGAKIS (october 1987)

Dear friends

I'm writing to you because I feel your presence very close 
to me, in this struggle we undertook for peace and human tights, 
and you've already enquired in successive betters, askihg for a 
complete report about me. I'm 30 years old. I used t6 study ih 
the Geological Department of the School of Sciences in the "Ari- 
stoteleion" University of Thessaloniki'. When I was about to get 
my diploma, I changed my vocational orientation, due to foreseen 
unemployment affecting the particular scientific branch I was 
following, and trained myself as a wood-sculptor. I now can 
work as a professional.

During the last three years, I tried to establish a new 
community of young people in an abandoned village named Neochori 
on the Lefcada island. I Established my own manifacture, bought 
machines and trained 35 students of mine as wood-sculptors coming 
from 3 high schools of Lefcada. This effort of mine took me 1,5 
years during which I served as an employee in a kind of "School of 
further Education", branch of the ministry of Culturei

Please note, that the most of my services were offered without 
money, in order to support my proposal for an alternative social 
service. At the same time, I started working'as a teacher fot 
illiterate people (without receiving aoy payment) in the same 
specific county of Lefcas, but they sacked me when I refused to 
serve my army service. I'm member and president of a cooperative 
which was created in the village. Its aim was to promote agricul
ture, animal breeding, traditional arts, and peace. Our action 
was so impressive, that the Ministry of Culture made a generous 
contribution of money stimulating our effort. My arreston March 
of '87 was a serious blow for the financial situation of the com
munity. Goat breeding is under the threat of dissolution, and 
I'm confronted with my depts because of the carpentry machines 
I're bought, and obviously I could not pay them back. As a matter 
of fact i hope that I'll win my struggle , and that my friends 
will help me.

I try to keep muself busy by wood sculpturing in the prison,- 
but the actual conditions are far,from ideal. My relation with 
my parents and brother, who live in Thessaloniki, is very wartii, 
and I have their unreserved support and agreement for my actions. 
The problem is that my parent is receiing a meagre pension, (after 
suffering an accident during his work) a fact that obligated my 
mother to work hard as well as my brother. You should be aware 
of the fact that on June, I was sentenced from a military court 
in 4 years imprisonment. It was problematic even to defend jny 
self, and the right I represent.



Under the pressure of your protestation, as well as with 
the protestation of a part of the youth moement and Greek people 
refusing to go to the army,being in Western Europe, I was let free 
on the 10th of August 1-987 .

But due to their reluctance to establish a new law for an 
alternative civil service, they called me again in the army on 
13 of August 1987.

I didn't \vaot to be accused as a deserter, therefore I went 
to the military camp I was told, I refused again, and I was arrested 
a new'. There was the same accusation for disobedience of the law, 
but this time my mental and physical existence w a s _threatened.
I was jailed under very severe conditions in the military prison 
of Kavalla, and I was forbitten to phone to my lawer and receive 
visits except my parents and brother.

I was confronted with the slanderous attack from a newspaper 
which in trying to smear our struggle, is spreadings false rumors 
about’my personal life. Fortunately, some of my previous super
visors during my work, officers of the ministry and some otijer 
newspapers resettled the truth and there is going to be court 
action against that newspaper.

This action is going to increase our expenses which were 
already expanded, trying to communicate’our opinions by issuing 
periodicals, producing posters and financing all previous court 
action against me.

Dear friends, speaking the truth, I say I believe in, and 
love this struggle, feeling that we can very quickly win. As a 
matter of fact my hopes are supported because of your love and 
protestations. If there is something the Greek government is 
afraid of, this is the International public opinion and the pro
testations of the European Parliament. Write that the united 
people of Europe cannot tolerate any more lengthy sentences of 
imprisonment in Greece. Please communicate your protest to the 
Greek embassies, or when members' of the Greek government are 
comming»to your country. Please protest ’in order to prevent u n 
just and prolonged'social service, as a pumishment and revenge, 
which will be disastrous for the case of conscientious objectors.
In Greece, unfortunately, the government contemplates the esta
blishment of an unfair and length1/ social service, (to discourage 
future contientious objectors), depriving the objectors from their 
civil rights e.t.c. Clearly measures of a racist character.

My case will be presented in front of the court on the 13th 
of October.

From some months now there is a second conscientious objector 
which is not arrested yet, being afraid they'll confront a stronger 
protestation.

I don't really know kow to respond to your love and concern 
but I send my best wishes, expecting your protestations for better 
conditions in the prison, and the quick liberation of all the con- 
scientions objectors. Please inform your friends and colleagues 
in other cities and countries.

I send my wishes to all of you, for a healthy and succesful 
life and work.

Thank you



Greece
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Dear Friends,

We send you this letter to inform you about the 

recent events in Greece about conscientious 

objection and to ask for your solidarity to the 

Greek C.O.'s in prison (more than 400 persons).

On October 13th we had the second trial of 

Michalis Maragakis, the first C.O. in Greece for not 

religious reasons. Maragakis has been in prison 

since March 11th, although he is asking for a 

civilian service according to 'Macciocchi' Resolu

tion in the European Parliament (07.02.'83). (Up 

to now there is not any law providing a kind of 

civilian service to the Greek C.O.'s).

The military court in Kavala condemned Maragakis 

to 4 years in prison for 'disobedience in time of 

general mobilization' - as Greece is supposed to be 

in a state of war with Turkey since 1974.

This strict punishment of Maragakis proves that 

the Greek Government has not the intention to intro

duce some regulations for C.O. not even according 

to the recent Recomendation N° R 878 (09.04.’87) of 

the committe of Ministers to Member States of the 

Council of Europe regarding conscientious objection 

to compulsory military service.

Meanwhile the Greek Government presented a prbject 

for a new conscription law, which is going to be 

voted in the Parliament the first days of December. 

This law 'recognizes' the existance of C.O.'s for 

religious or ideological reasons, but compells them 

to get 4 years in the army, to serve an unarmed 

military service of double duration.

Of •course this^ double unarmed military service 

exists in Greece since 1977 for religious objectors 

and, up to now, more than 1000 Jehovah's wit nesses 

prefered to be in prison for about 4 years each and 

almost no one accepted this 'alternative1.'

Michalis Maragakis does not accept this type of 

military service and asks for a civilian service in 

the social field, completely separate from the mili

tary system and which does not exceed the len^ht of 

the military service. Also Spyros Psychas has 

refused his call up for the third time and our 

committee can assure you that other Greec C.O.'s are 

going to declare their objection in public in the 

very near future.

Although the Greek Government insists on crimina

lizing conscientious objection and the Ministry of- 

Defence is quite unwilling even to discuss about a 

real civilian service, we believe in fact that they 

are pressed very much: because of the international 

solidarity to Maragakis arid the discussion abroad 

concerning the behaviour of the Greek Prime Minister 

Mr. Papandreou (who is supposed to be a 'friend of 

the international peace' but not friendly to the 

people refusing to serve war), also because we have 

the solidarity of all European Organizations working 

on C.O. and the thousands letters from abroad 

protesting for the situation iri Greece.

In Maragakis1 second trial we had a broad partici

pation of some organizations or parties we cooperate 

with: Veroriica Kelly, Secretary of War Resisters 

Internationa!; U. Fischer, German parliamentarian 

representing the Green Party; YanniS Chrysoviergis 

from E.B.C.O. arid Gaetano Dentaiiiaro from the Radical 

Party. Also we have the solidarity of some Greek 

parties (Greek Left, Communist Party - Reriewirig 

Left, Democratic Left - EDA and some social democra

tic parties: ESPE, ESK, Democratic Center e.t.c.) 

and some independent parliamentarians.

Also, almost all of the youth organizations of the 

parties have accepted that there is a problem and 

there must be some civilian service - but they are 

not willing to press the government to accept the 

terms of Macciocchi Resolution in the new law.



The same time Amnesty International, the Interna

tional Peace Bureau, 30 Italian parliamentarians, 

many Europarliamentarians (Rain Bow Group, Radicals 

etc.) and others have sent letters to the Prime 

Minister or the President of the Parliament critisi- 

zing the project for the conscription law concerning 

to C.O.

So, despite the fact that the military lobby in 

Greece reacts very seriously, we believe that we can 

have some other law in the very near future. If we 

go on cooperating with your Movement on the European 

level and organizing more and more effective actions 

in Greece and in your country.

We will send you some urgent information about 

whatever is happening here (appearance of other C.O. 

‘s, date of the next Maragakis trial etc.), but we 

demand your dynamic solidarity actions NOW:

In front of Greek Embassies and Consulates protes

ting against 4 years in prison for Maragakis and 

about the completely unacceptable new law. 

Collecting signatures of Members of your Parlia

ment and pressing the parties to send official 

letters to the President of the Greek Parliament 

Mr. Yannis Alevras, Greek' Parliament, Syndaqma 

Square in Athens 

asking for Maragakis and other C.O.'s freedom and 

for changing the law for C.O. according the terms 

Macciocchi Resolution describes.

Pressing also the Europarliamentarians of your 

country for an urgent resolution in the European 

Parliament asking the Commission to issue a Direc

tive on C.O. as soon as possible.

At the present time Roberto Ciciomessere - as a 

coordinator of the INTERGROUP- collects signatures 

in the Europ. Parliament for Maragakis release and 

a new law. If a number of 270 M.E.P. sign the 

text, this will be in fact a resolution against 

Greek Government attitude and will be priceless 

for us.

Organizing actions against Greek Government policy 

on C.O. whenever a Greek official speaks in public 

in your country.

Asking other organizations (peace movements, anti

militaristic groups, the church, even parties,...) 

to act by their own way to press Papandreou for 

a new law.

Writing articles in your magazines and newspapers 

about Greek C.O.'s.

Financial support would also be very welcome to:

AGROTIKI TRAPEZA Galatsi Branch

a/c/n°, 4215/062/1007

We also ask you to get ready to come in Greece in 

December 1987 or January 1988 for Maragakis' appeal 

and try to find some serious persons to appear with 

you as witnesses in the trial.

We do need your cooperation on any level at least 

for the next two-three months, which will be very 

'HOT' for our movement in Greece.

Friendly,

Spiros Pshichas

For any information about Maragakis' appeal you 

can communi-cate with thodoros Michalopoulos, who is 

M. Maragakis' lawyer; Mavromichali 16, 106 80 Athens 

tel. (01) 3638306 - 8234701

A P N O Y M A I ^ ^ -  ZYMflAPAZTAZH
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OBJECTION DE CONSCIENCE EN GRECE.

Athenes,le 30 octobre 1987

Chers amis,

s Maragakis (le 
ctence grec pour 
es), est passe 
fois. (1) 

epuis le 11 mars 
ssibilite d' ef 
en accord avec 
" du Parlement 
'a maintenant, 
ervice civil pour

Nous vous envoyons cette lettre pour vous 
informer de recents evenements survenus 
en Grece concernant l'objection de cons
cience et demander votre solidarite pour 
les objecteurs grecs en prison (plus de 
400 personnes).

Le 13 octobre 87, Michali 
premier objecteur de cons 
des raisons non religieus 
en procfes pour la seconde 
Maragakis est en prison d 
alors qu'il demande la po 
fectuer un service civil 
la Resolution "Macciocchi 
Europeen (7/2/83), (jusqu 
aucune loi n'a prevu de s 
les objecteurs grecs).

Le tribunal militaire de Kavala a condamne 
N. Maragakis a 4 ans de prison pour 
desobeissance en temps de mobilisation 

generale" (puisque la Gece est supposee 
etre en etat de guerre avec la Turquie 
depuis 1974).
La peine infligee a M. maragakis prouve 
que le gouvernement grec n'a pas l.'inten- 
tion d introduire une reglementation pour 
les objecteurs de conscience, ce qui n'est 
pas en accord avec la recente resolution 
(L 73) adoptee par la Commission.des 
Droits de 1 Homme de l'ONU en mars dernier 
ni avec la recente recommandation'(R 878) 
adoptee par le Comite des Ministres du 
Conseil de 1 1 Europe en avril dernier, 
concernant l'objection de conscience au 
service militaire.

Pourtant le gouve 
un nouveau projet 
conscription qui 
le Parlement debu 
"reconnait" l'exi 
de conscience pou 
ideologiques, mai 
pendant 4 ans dan 
un service milita

rnement grec a presente 
de loi concernant la 

devrait etre votee par 
t decembre. Cette loi 
stehce des objecteurs 
r raisons religieuses ou 
s les oblige a servir 
s l'armee en effectuant 
ire non arme.

Bien sur, ce service militaire non arme, 
d une duree double du service militaire 
existe en Grece depuis 1977 pour les 
objecteurs invoquant des raisons religi
euses, mais jusqu'a maintenant, plus de 
1000 temoins de Jehovah sont alles en 
prison, en moyenne pour 4 ans, et personne 
pratiquement n'a accepte "1'alternative".

Michalis Maragakis n'accepte pas non plus 
ce type de service militaire et demande 
d effectuer un service civil dans le 
secteur social, totalement independant du 
systeme militaire et qui n'excede pas le 
temps du service militaire.
Spyros Psychas a refuse egalement pour la 
3eme fois d ’etre incorpore et notre comite 
de soutien vous assure que d'autres ' 
objecteurs grecs vont se declarer publi- 
quement objecteurs prochainement,

Alors que la volonte d u gouvernement 
grec est de criminaliser l'objection de 
conscience et que le ministre de la 
Defense ne- veut pas entendre parler d 1 un 
reel service alternatif, nous pensons 
en fait qu'ils ne seraient pas insensibles 
a une forte_pression que pourrait exercer 
un soutien international a Maragakis et 
les discussions a 'etranger a propos de 
1 attitude du premier ministre grec 
M. Papandreou (suppose etre un ami de 
la Paix internationale", mais pas du tout 
ami de ceux qui refusent de'servir la 
guerre) et aussi le fait que nous avons 
le soutien de toues les organisations 
europeennes travaillant pour l'objection 
de conscience et que des milliers de 
lettres ont ete envoyees de l'dtranger 
pour condamner la situation de l'objection 
de conscience en Grece.’

Lors du second proces de Maragakis 
(comme lors du premier)plusieurs repre- 
sentants d 'organisations et partis 
etrangers etaient presents: Veronica 
Kelly (Secretaire da la War Resisters'
International),U . Fischer (parlementaire 
allemand representant les "Verts"),
Yannis C hrysoverghis (representant le 
Bureau europeen de l'objection de 
conscience -BE0C), Gaetano Dentamaro 
(Parti radical italien). Certains partis 
grecs ont egalement manifeste leur soli
darite (gauche grecque, parti communiste, 
la gauche renovatrice, la gauche.democra- 
tique, EDA et quelques partis sociaux- 
democrates: ESPE, ESK, centre democrate).. 
et quelques parlementaires independants.



Presque toutes les organisations de 
jeunesse de partis reconnaissent le pro- 
bleme et pensent que doit §tre mis en 
place un service civil, mais elles n'ont 
pas encore exprime la volonte de faire 
pression sur le gouvernement pour qu'il 
respecte la resolution Macciocchi dans la 
nouvelle loi. *
De leur cote, Amnesty International, le 
Bureau International de la Paix, 30 
parlementairtis italiens, plusieurs parle- 
mentaires europeens (Groupe Arc en Ciel, 
Radicaux...) et d'autres ont ecrit au 
Premier Ministre et au President du • 
Parlement pour critiquer le projet de loi 
sur la conscription en ce qui concerne 
1 objection de conscience.

Malgre le fait que le lobby militaire 
reagit negativement, nous pensons pouvoir 
avoir une autre loi prochainement; si 
nous pouvons avec votre nouvement cooperer 
sur le plan europeen et si des actions 
de plus en plus efficaxes peuvent etre 
organisees en Grece et dans votre pays. 
Nous vous enverrons quelques informations 
urgentes sur 1 evolution de la situation 
teas d autres objecteurs, date du prochain 
proces de Maragakis...). Mais nous vous 
demandons de manifester votre solidarite 
par des actions des maintenant:

- devant les ambassade et consulats grecs 
pour protester contre les 4 ans de prison 
de Maragakis et contre la nouvelle loi 
totalement inacceptable;
- en collnctant les signatures de membres 
de votre Parlement et en pressant les 
partis pour qu'ils envoient officiellement 
des lettres au President du Parlement grec 
M. \annis Alevras (Parlement grec,
Syndagma Square - Athenes) pour la libera
tion de Maragakis et des autres objecteurs 
et pour un changement de la loi, en 
accord avec la resolution Macciocchi;

en pressant aussi les parleinentaires 
europeens de votre pays pour introduire 
d urgence une resolution au Parlement 
europeen demandant a la Commission 
d adopter une directive sur l'objection 
de conscience, des que possible.

Actuellement Roberto Cicciomessere - 
coordinateur de 1 1intergroupe - collecte 
des signatures au Parlement europeen pour 
la liberation de Maragalis et une nouvelle 
loi. Si 270 membres du P.E. signent le 
textej une resolution (precieuse pour 
nous) sera proposee contre l'attitude du 
gouvernement grec.

- en organisant des acitons contre la 
politique du gouvernement grec en ce qui 
concerne l'objection de conscience quand 
un officiel grec se presente publiquement 
dans votre pays;
- en demandant aux organisations (mouve- 
ments de.paix, groupes antimilitaristes, 
eglises, partis politiques...) d'agir par 
leurs propres moyens pour faire pression 
sur M. Papandreou;
- en ecriva'nt des articles dans vos 
magazines et journaux au sujet des 
objecteurs de conscience grecs;

un soutien financier sera egalement 
bienvenu a :

AGROTIKI TRAPEZA Galatsi branch 

a/c/ n° 4215/062/1007

Nous vous demandons egalement d'etre prets 
a intervenir lors du proces de Maragalis 
prevu pour decembre 87 ou janvier 88 et 
d essayer de trouver des personnes pouvant 
temoigner lors du proces.
Nous avons besoin de votre cooperation a 
tous les niveaux dans les mois a venir 
qui seront tres "HOT" pour notre mouve- 
ment en Grece.

Amicalemen t ,
Spiros Pschichas.

Pour de plus amples informations sur
1 appel de M. Maragakis, vous pouvez 
contacter:
Thodoros Michalopoulos (avocat.'de 
Michalis Maragakis)
Mavromichali 16 106 80 Athenes
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The Artful 
Dodger
Once again, it’s smooth 
sailing for Papandreou

T
he scandal might have sunk a less nim
ble politician. Two months ago, Prime 
Minister Andreas Papandreou passed 
up memorial services marking the anni

versary of last year’s killer earthquake in 
southern Greece to go sailing with Dimitra 
Liani, an attractive 33-year-old Olympic 
Airways stewardess. The Athens press 
blasted him over the incident, but the 
prime minister quickly launched a coun
terattack. One aide insisted that "foreign 
centers”—a code word for the United 
States—wanted to destabilize the country 
by blackening the prime minister’s person
al life. Another hinted that the publicity 
was an American attempt to discredit Pa
pandreou before talks on renewing the 
agreement over U.S. military bases in 
Greece. Finally, the prime minister’s wife 
dismissed the Liani incident as a small cri
sis in a long marriage. Within days the 
controversy was over.

Quirky, unpredictable and undeniably 
skillful, Papandreou has often seemed at 
the brink of ruin—yet he always manages 
to emerge a short time later virtually un
scathed. The Socialist leader was elected in 
1981 on a pledge to pull Greece out of the 
European Community and NATO. Neither 
has come to pass, but his frequent twists 
and turns on foreign policy have repeated
ly confounded Greek allies and adversaries 
alike. Last spring Papandreou’s bluster 
during what began as a fairly minor dis
pute over Aegean oil-drilling rights dan
gerously escalated the military tensions 
between Greece and its traditional archen
emy Turkey. And after cam paigning on the 
upbeat promiseof "still better days” ahead, 
he has presided over a steep slide in the 
economy. At this point Papandreou lags his 
conservative opponents in the New Democ
racy party by 10 percentage points in opin
ion polls.

'He is tha lo ve r': Even so, Papandreou, 68, 
clearly dominates the Greek political 
scene. New Democracy is in disarray, still 
reeling from its defeat in the 1985 elec
tion. Papandreou rules his left-leaning 
Panhellenic Socialist Union (Pasok) in a 
near-autocratic fashion, shuffling his 21- 
member cabinet on the average of twice a 
year to minimize any challenges to his lead
ership. The prime minister’s tactics often

generate more heat than light, but Greek 
voters admire his histrionic flair and his 
willingness to speak his mind, especially to 
foreign governments. "He is closer to the 
Greeks than any of us,” concedes Stefanos 
Manos, a New Democracy leader. "If the 
electorate could be compared to a woman, 
we in the opposition are the husband, pro
viding the daily needs. But he is the lover, 
providing the excitement.”

The coming months will bring plenty of 
opportunity for fireworks, as representa
tives of Athens and Washington begin ne
gotiations on the future of the four U.S.

O n ly a sm a ll c r is is : Papandr eou and  L iani

military bases in Greece. Spain recently 
demanded the removal of 72 American 
fighter planes from an airfield near Ma
drid, and Papandreou hopes to find Wash
ington in an accommodating mood. Greece 
receives $350 million in U.S. aid each year, 
but Papandreou wants more. He has vowed 
to close the bases unless the United States 
promises to defend Greece in the event of 
Turkish attack. Last week he tu rned up the 
pressure, presenting Washington with one 
of his periodic ultimatums over the mili
tary facilities. "You have to prove to us that 
your presence serves our own highest na
tional interests,” he said. "If you don’t then 
you’ll go home. It is clear-cut.”

Washing windows: The prime minister has 
always taken particular pleasure in tweak
ing the Americans. He frequently blames 
his own problems—such as the Liani inci
dent—on dark conspiracies originating in 
Washington. His deep antipathy for the 
United States seems surprising, since 
America was once a refuge for him. In 1939 
when he was a leftist student, Papandreou 
was arrested and tortured by the right- 
wing government of Gen. John Metaxas. 
He fled Greece the following year, arriving 
in New York at the age of 21 with $14 in 
his pocket.

His immigrant days read like an Ameri
can success story. To pay for his education 
at Columbia and Harvard he washed win
dows and worked in a library. Along the 
way he became a U.S. citizen and married 
an American, Margaret Chant. By the mid- 
1950s he was chairman of the economics 
department at the University of California

P I C T U R E  G R O U P

Q u irk y , u n p re d ic ta b le — b u t a ls o  un de n ia b ly s k illfu l: The prim e m inister last month
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at Berkeley. He returned to Greece in 1959 
on an academic fellowship. His father, 
George Papandreou, a moderate leftist pol
itician, persuaded him to stay. Five years 
later he made his first run at Parliament 
and won, just as his father defeated the 
conservatives to become prime minister.

Many of Papandreou’s critics see his be
havior today—the bombast, the insistence 
on dominating Pasok, the hostility toward 
the United States—as results of the years 
of self-imposed American exile and the 
struggle with his father’s legacy. George 
Papandreou was a bon vivant, an excel
lent orator and a politician given to theat
rical gestures. "Andreas always tried to 
live up to his father’s image,” says one 
Athens resident who knew Papandreou 
well during his days in the United States. 
"But he feels guilty about not being an 
authentic Greek because he lived for so 
long abroad. So he tries to be more Greek 
than the Greeks.”

Indeed, Papandreou came to office deter
mined to distance Greece from Washing
ton. From the beginning he struck a 
provocatively anti-American, pro-Soviet 
line. He suggested that the 1983 downing 
of Korean Air Lines Flight 007 by a Rus
sian fighter jet was some sort of CIA plot. 
He defended the imposition of martial law 
in Poland. He tried to lure petrodollar 
investments in Greek industry by backing 
Arab states in their conflicts with Israel 
and the United States. Along the way he 
seldom passed up an opportunity to rile 
Washington. The calculated outrageous
ness assured Papandreou an international 
profile few past Greek prime ministers— 
including his father—had ever enjoyed.

Papandreou can still send temperatures 
soaring along the Potomac, but he no long
er seems quite the bad boy he once did. As 
conservative Athens analyst Dimitras Ka- 
tsoudas points out, when it suits their pur
poses, Papandreou "and his spokesmen 
"still push a vulgar anti-Americanism.” 
But he has quietly edged away from the 
Arabs, who failed to heap on the invest
ments he hoped for. And for all his anti- 
Common Market rhetoric, Papandreou 
didn’t  pull out of the EC; in fact, he served 
as the community’s president for six 
months in 1986 and has become quite deft 
at manipulating the organization to his 
advantage, securing more than $1 billion a 
year in loans for Greece. A diplomat who 
sees the prime minister up close says he 
and his colleagues "have learned to watch 
Papandreou’s hands, not his mouth.”

In need of favors: Has Papandreou begun to 
mellow? If so, it may be because he sudden
ly finds himself in need of favors from 
abroad. He badly wants U.S. backing in his 
drive to have the 1996 Olympic Games 
staged in Greece. Despite his America- 
bashing, he also craves the personal pres
tige that would come from a state visit to 
the White House, which has so far been 
denied him. More than anything, however, 
the nearly disastrous Aegean standoff with 
Turkey last spring has sobered Papan
dreou. Although he has pledged not to ne
gotiate with Ankara until it withdraws the 
20,000-man occupation force in Cyprus, Pa
pandreou and Turkish Prime Minister 
Turgut Ozal have since quietly carried on a 
private correspondence.

Papandreou’s greatest challenge now is 
to revive the anemic Greek economy. He

has managed to lower the foreign-trade 
deficit by several hundred million dollars 
in the past year, but most of the rest of the 
news is bad. Double-digit inflation is ex
pected through 1988. When Papandreou 
came to office Greece was near full employ
ment, but the jobless rate is expected to 
remain at 7.5 percent for the foreseeable 
future, a high figure by Greek standards. 
The economy has shrunk during 1987, and 
EC planners expect only a paltry 0.5 per
cent growth next year. Foreign debt has 
more than tripled and now stands at $20 
billion. The opposition hopes to capitalize 
on the economic doldrums, but the prime 
minister’s men insist that by the next par
liamentary elections in June 1989 the 
country will be back on track.

Papandreou apparently intends to be on 
that ballot. He has resisted naming a suc
cessor and evidently hopes to best the eight- 
year record for political longevity set by 
former prime minister Constantine Kara- 
manlis. That will require him to win over a 
huge pool of undecided voters and reverse 
his current poor showing in the polls. To do 
that, his first order of business is reaching 
more favorable agreements over the U.S. 
bases. He will also keep pushing his pet 
project, an informal alliance among the 
Balkan nations aimed at reducing tensions 
and declaring a nuclear-free zone in the 
region. Despite such a statesmanlike un
dertaking, at some point Papandreou will 
inevitably stir up fresh controversy. And 
once again, he will need all his considerable 
political dexterity to see himself through to 
smooth sailing.

J a c o b  Y o u n g  with 
T h e o d o r e  S t a n g e r  in Athens

H o w  w ill Pap an dreo u  co pe w ith  a s in kin g  poll ra tin g ?  Earlier this month, A  thens students marched to dem and more a id  to education
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La aAzmblza zAtatal dzl M 0ClMov4.mi.znto de. Obje.CA.on dz Concizncia]Azunida en MadAid 

ana Azmana dzApuzA de la apaAicion de la Azntzncia de.1 TAibunal ConAtitucional AobAz 

la LOCI Ley de Objzcion de Concizncia),hacz publico lo Aiguizntz:

La nzczAidad dz AalvaguaAdzA laA pAioAidadzA militaAZA a la hona dz Azgula)I an dz

Azcho civil zi la iiloio^ia quz impAzgnz toda la Azntzncia.El conczpto militaAiAta 

dz la dzfznia nzczAita AzpAimiA cualquizA mani&zAtacion autonoma dz la &ocizdad civil 

zn zjzKcicio dz la AZAponAabilidad quz Iz incumbz zn Au pAopia dz^zma.

En c o m  zcuzncia la izntzncia con^iAma a la LOC como un mat, dz Ioa mzcaniAmoA dzA- 

tinadoA a quz nadiz quz pAztznda cuzAtionaA la militaAizacion.mzdizntz a u  nzgativa a 

colaboAaA con zlla,puzdz zncontAaA apoyo zn Au dzAzcho a la libzAtad idzologica y a 

la igualdad.

La Azntzncia pn.oh.ibz quz zl zjzAcicio dz ZAtoA dzKe.ch.0A faundamzntalzA puzdz ponzA 

zn cuzAtion la AupuzAta nzczAidad quz tznzmoA dz AZA dz^zndidoA/aA poA Ioa militaAZA.

Con zllo.la LOC viznz a AumaAAz al Codigo Penal MilitaA,la Lzy y Rzglzmznto del 

SU0,como con/unto dz inAtAumzntoA IzgalzA pAzviAtoA paAa quz la cAitica, al papzl dzl 

ijiAcito Aza AzpAimada,z impuzAta la colaboAacion con la inAtitucion militaA.

PaAa juAtifiicaA todo lo antzAioA, zl TAibunal ConAtitucional ha tznido quz acudiA 

a una intZApAztacion dz la ConAtitucion AuboAdinada a I oa intzAZAzA militaAZA,paAan- 

do poA zncima dz la Azalidad conAtatablz dz lo quz ZA la objzcion dz concizncia u 

Auponz hoy zn dia.

El TAibunal ConAtitucional,a lo laAgo dz Au Azntzncia,pAztzndz AzduciA la objzcion 

dz concizncia a una actitud mzAzmzntz individualiAta,dz una minoAia dz ciudadanoA 

"z a c a u p u I o a o a " ^Azntz a la quz zl EAtado muzAtAa "gzn&AOAidad".Cuando Ioa objzto- 

a z a dzfizndzmoA zl dzAzcho a nuzAtAa'intimidadicuando loA objztoAZA dz^zndzmoA zl dz- 

Azcho a no a z a  caAtigadoA poA nuzAtAaA opinionzA y laA poAtuAaA a laA quz zAtaA noA 

llzvan;cuando dz^zndzmoA zl dzAzcho a no AZA AomztidoA a zAtAuctuAaA anquiloAaAdaA 

cuuo objztivo Aon AuminiAtAaA al podzA hzAAamizntaA paAa pZApztuaAAe,no zAtamoA Aolo 

dzizndizndo nuzAtAa individualidad,Aino quz luchamoA poA una tAanA(oAmacion pAo^undar 

Aadical,dz laA AzlacionzA AocialzA,z zliminando I oa mzcaniAmoA de dominacion que. pzA- 

mitzn la AupzAvivzncia dz una Aocizdad injuAta.En zAta una actitud politica quz.tAa- 

ducida zn ci^AaA.y dzjando apaAtz loA objztoAZA quz lo Aon poA motivoA zxcluAivamzn- 

tz AzligioAo a , ha Aido Azguida poA zl 90$ dz loA objztoAZA dz concizncia,quz ZA zl 

poAczntagz dz objztoAZA quz ha Azalizado la dzclaAacion colzctiva dzl M0C.

M. ESCALERA

COMUNICAVO A LA PRENSA V A LA OPINION PUBL1CA



Poa zllo,zl TC,quz,no lo olvidzmoi, zi un MipKe.izrita.ntz mai dzl Eitado,no ha ducado 

tampoco zn convalidaA la. zxcluiio'n dz loi motivoi politico* dz la liita dz poiiblzi 

motivoi dz objzcion : lo han zxc.lu.ido poAquz no puzdzn aczptaA la. diizmion na.dic.al 

dz iui pAincipioi baiicoi,dz iu podzA.

Eita pzA.ipzc.tiva Azduccioniita dz la objzcion dz c.onc.iznc.ia zxplica loi malabaAii - 

moi ju.Aidic.oi zn quz iz {undamzntz la izntzncia paAa a\>ala>i la Lzy dz Objzcion.incum- 

plizndo lai Aziolucionzi dzl PaAlamznto EuAopzo y lai Nacionzi Unidai;z inc.lu.io con- 

tAadicizndo izntznciai antzA.ioh.zi dzl pAopio TC(dz abA.il dzl S2),quz comidzAan a la 

objzcion como dzAzcho iundamznta.1.

Aii,noi z n c o n t A a m o i  c o n  q u z  l a  i z n t z n c i a  :

1 - A&iAma quz la objzci6n dz concizncia no Zi un dzAzcho ,iino una cauia dz zxzn- 

cion dzl Sz a vicio HilitaA,cuya Azgulacion zi zxczptional,y dzbz iuboAdinaAiz a lai 

nzcziidadzi militaAZi , quz Zitan poA zncima dz la libzAtad dz concizncia. Pzmamoi quz 

zita AzitAiccion dz la libzAtad dz concizncia zi impAopia dz una iocizdad dzmocAati- 

ca,y ianciona la zxiitzncia dz pAzioi dz concizncia zn nuzitAo paii.

2 - AfaiAma q u z  zl objztoA.poA zl mzAo hzcho dz iZAlo,"Aznuncia a  m a n t z n z A "  zl dz- 

Azcho a. la intimidad dz iu concizncia., y"dzbz iomztzAiz" a  un pAoczdimiznto paAa zjzA- 

czA iu dzAzcho.Pzniamoi quz ziz dzAzcho zi inaliznablz,y iu zjzAcicio no puzdz dzpzn- 

dzA dz zxamznzi z in\Jzitigacionzi dz ninguna claiZ;y dzidz luz$o,no Aznunciamoi a ll 

bajo ningtin co/'czpto.

3 - ComidzAa a la PAZitacion Social SuititoAia como un mzcaniimo paAa zitablzczA 

un"ciZAto zquilibAo" con zl iZAvicio militaA.Ei zvidzntz quz un plui dzl 50% al 100* 

dz tizmpo, zn Azgimzn militaA;pznaliza al objztoA;y hablaA aqui dz zquilibAio zi puAo 

ciniimo.

Como d a t a  A z l z v a n t z ,  z n t A z  l o i  m a g i i t A a d o i  q u z  h a n  v o t a d o  a ( a v o A  d z  l a  i z n t z n c i a  

faiguAa z l  z x - p A z i i d z n t z  dzl C o m z j o  Nacional d z  Objzcion d z  Concizncia.

Po a todo zito,loi gAupoi pAZizntzi quz componzmoi zl HOC anunciamoi al comiznzo 

dz una campana dz boicot y Azchazo a la Lzy dz Objzcion dz Concizncia,al objzto dz 

zvitaA quz iz coniolidz la aplicacion dz lai PAzHacionzi Socialzi SaititutoAiai,poA 

mzdio dz la dziobzdizncia civil,la no-coopzAacion ij la no-colaboAacion con la milita- 

Aiita y pznalizantz LOC.

A i i m i i m o , i z  l l z v a A a n  a c a b o  a c c i o n z i  q u z  m u z i t A Z n  n u z i t A o  A z c h a z o  c o l z c t i v o  a  d i -  

c h a  i z n t z n c i a , d z m o i t A a n d o  u n a  v z z  m d i  q u z  z l  p A o c z i o  d z  d z i m i l i t a A i z a c i o n  i z  h a  d z  

l l z v a A  a c a b o  c o n  z l  i z n t i A  g z n z A a l  d z  l a  p o b l a c i o n .

Poa ultimo,quzAzmoi dzjaA claAo quz la no-coopzAacion,dziobzdizncia civil,ion zm- 

plzadai paAa Az^AzndaA nuzitAai poiicionzi hacia la autodz&znia populaA,aii como zm- 

plzadai paAa dzmoitAaA zl caAactzA colzctivo dz nuzitAo movimiznto.

UadAid,a 8 dz novizmbAz dz 19S7

MOVIMTENTO VE 08JEC10H VE C0NCIEWCIA ( M0C ) 
I NTEGRAVO POR 57 C0LECT1V0S PE OBJETORES



C O U U U H i p U E  P O U R  LA  PRESSE ET (.'OPINION P U B L I O U E

t A a d u c t i o m  L a u n i n t  (8E0C)

L 1 A S S E M B L E S  GEWERALE V U  b OC ttn'ue & U a d A i d  u n i  i i m a i n e  a p A i i  

I ' a p p a n i t i o n  du j u g i m i n t  A i n d u  p a A  l e  TAibunal C o n 4 tj.tA.onmZ 

i u n  la l o i  ne.la.tlve. i L ' O B J E C T I O N  PE C O N S C I E N C E ,  {ait la dl- 

c l a n a t i o n  pu.bli.que. i u i v a n t e :

La ne.citi4.ti d e  i a u v i g a n d i A  lei p/iioJiiti* m i l i t a i n n  au m o m e n t  

de n i g l i m i n t i a  un d n o i t  c i v i l  i4 t la p,hJ.lo4 oph.ie qu i  a i n ( l u i  

l e  ven.dic.t {i n a l . L e  c o n c e p t  m i l i t a A i 4 t i  de d i { i m i  4 i v e u t  de 

fi.ipn.imeA. c h a q u e  m a n i ^ i i i t a t i o h  a u t o n o m e  de, l a  i o c i i t i  c i v i l e  

d a n 4 I' exe.fi.cice de l a  n i 4 p o n 4 a b i l i t i  q u i  l u i  i n c o m b e  p o u n  on- 

g a n i 4 eA 4 a p A o p A e  d i { e n 4 i.

PaA c o n 4 i q u i n t . i l  j u g i m i n t  confainmi qu e  l a  L o i  4 UA I ' O b j e c t i o n  

de C o n 4 c i e n c e  a p p a n a i t  c o m m e  u n  m e c a n i 4 me de p l u 4 d e 4 t i n t  & ce 

q u e  p e A 4 o n n e  ne p u i 4 i i  A i m i t t A i  en c a u 4 e l a  m i l i t a A i 4 a t i o n .

PaA h  ■ n i ( u i  d e  c o l l a b o n i A  a v e c  i l h . i l  l i t  p o i i i b h  de t n o u -  

v i a  un i o u t i e n  d a m  I t  d A o i t  & la U b i A t i  i d i o l o g i q u i  et 1 ‘t- 

g a l i t i ■

Le j u g e m e n t  i n t e A d i t  q u e  I ' i x i n c i c i  de ce4 d A o i t i  ( o n d a m e n t a u x  

p u i a e  A e m e t t A e  en q u e i t i o n  l a  i u p p o i i e  n i c e 4 4 i t i  q u e  noui 'avoni 

a e t A e  d i { i n d u i / i i  p a A  l e 4 m i l i t a i n i 4 .

A v e c  t a . l a  L o i  4 u A  I ' O b j e c t i o n  de C o n i c i e n c e  ILOCI v i e n t  4 e 

4 o u m i t t n e  a u  C o d e  P i n a l  U i l i t a i n i  1 l a  l o i  it h  A i g h m i n t  At- 

g i a a n t  h  i i A v i c e  m i l i t a i m  o b l i g a t o i A i )  p A i v o y a n t i  e n 4 i m b l e  

d i 4 i n 4 t A u m e n t i  l i q a u x  p o u A  q u e  t o u t e  c A i t i q u e  enveAi I'afimii 

i o i t  n i p A m i i . i t  i m p o i i n t  l a  c o l l a b o A a t i o n  a v i c  I ' i n i t i t u t i o n  

m i l i t a i A i .

Poun j u 4 t i ( i i n  t o u t  c i c i . h  T n i b u n a l  C o n 4 t i t u t i o n n e l  a t i n u  & 

i n t i A p A t t e n  la C o m t i t u t i o n  en {o n c t i o n  d u  i n t i n e t 4 m i l i t a i -  

A i 4 ,p a 4 4 a n t  o u t A i  u n i  A i a l i t i  c o n 4 t a t i i  d l  cl q u i  l i t  I ' o b j e c 

t i o n  it m p p o i i  d l  noi joul1 4.

Li T n i b u n a l  C o m t i t u t i o n n e l , tout au long dl -ion vindict,pAttend 

AiduiAi I' o-bjiction dl con4ciinci & uni attitude pninaipalmint 

individualiite d'uni minoAiti di citoyeni " i c n u p u l i u x "  i ' o p p o -  

iant i ci qui V  itat montni ia "gininoiiti".Nou4 di{indoni 

pouA li4 objictiuA4 h  dnoit 2 n o t m  intimiti.Nou.4 di$indon4

poun li4 objectluA4 li dnoit dl ni pai etne punii pouA noi opi- 

nion4 it ll4 po4ition4 qu'ili noui poAtent.Noui di(indoni h  

dnoit de ni pai etne ioumii dans dii 4tAuctuAi4 p a A a l y i i n  dovft 

I ' objectifi lit di (ounniA au pouvoin d u  outili poun 4i pinpi- 

tu.en.Nou4 4ommei iiuli poun d i { m d n i  notni individualiti,iinon 

qui noui l u X t o m  poun uni tAani$onmation pno {ondi . n a d i c a h  dt4 

A e l a t i o m  i o c i a h i  in iliminant h i  micaniime4 di domination 

qui penmittent h  maintien d'uni iociiti i n j u i t i . C’lit citte a t 

titude' politiqui qui, tAaduitl in c h i H n i i  ,it laiiient a. paAt li4 

objectiuA4 qui le iont poun d u  moti{4 ixclu4ivimint niligieux, 

a iti iuivi pan 90? d u  objecteun.i di coniciinci,pouncintagi d u  

o b j i c t i u m  qui ont nialiii citti diclanation c o l h c t i v i  du MOC.

PouA c i l a . h  TAibunal Conititutionnil, qui nou4 n ’ oublion4 pai, 

itant uni (oii inconi un nipni4intant di I'itat,n'a pa4 doutl 

non plu4 in confinmant I ’ixcluiion di4 moti{4 politiqui4 di la 

li4ti di4 p o a i b h i  moti&i d' objiction.Cilui qu'ili ont ixclui 

pajici qu'ili ne piuvent acciptiA uni d i m m i o n  A a d i c a h  paA 

AappoAt i h u m  p A i n c i p n  de b a n , d i  h u n  pouvoin.

Citti piAipective niductionniiti di I'objiction di coniciinci 

ixpliqui h i  j o n g h n i n  j u n i d i q u n  d a m  l n q u i l h i  4i. {ondint 

h  jugement poun ganantin la. loi 4ua V  objection, ni xAnant pa4 

in c ompte h 4  Aiiolutioni du P a n h m i n t  EuAop'lm it d u  N a t i o m  

Unii4 iy compni4 la contnadiction avic li4 jugiminti antiAieuAi 

di ci mimi Tnibunal Conititutionnil tavAil Si) qui coniidikaiint 

I'objiction di coniciinci comme un dnoit iondamental).

A i m i , n o u i  noui h e u A t o m  au jugiment qui:

1- A((inmi qui V  objlction di coniciinci n ’lit pa4 un dnoit, 4i- 

non uni cau4i d ‘ iximption au 4invice militaiAi, dont la A i g h m e n -  

tation I4t e x c i p t i o n n i l h . i t  doit 41 4uboAdonniA aux nicli4itii 

mili t a i A i i , qui p a n e  outAi la l i b m t i  di c o niciinci.Noui pen4on4 

qui citte AiitAiction de la libinti di c o m c i i n c i  n‘ e4t pai con- 

{oAme d a m  uni iociiti dimocAatique it ianctionni notni payi pan 

1 1 ixiitence di p n i 4 o n n i i m  de c o m c i i n c i .

* -  A H i n m i  q u i  f  o b j e c t i u n . p a A  le i i m p h  (ait di l e  d i v i n i A . n e -  

n o n c e  & p n t i i n v i A  l e  d n o i t  a. C i n t i m i t i  di i a  c o n i c i i n c i . N o u i  pen- 

i o m  q u i  ce d n o i t  l i t  i n a l i i n a b h . i t  i o n  i x i A c i c i  ni p e u t  d i p e n -  

d n i  d ' i x a m e n i  it d' i n q u i t e 4  d ' a u c u n i  C 0 U A 4 ; b i i n  4u.n,nou4 ni a i - 

n o n c i n o m  pai a. i t A i  i o u i  a u c u n  c o n c e p t .



3- CotUAdSAe la pne.itatj.on iociale dl iubititution com mi un 
mtcaniimi poun itablVi un " a n t a i n  tquilibni" avic h  itnvi- 

cl milit a i n e . H  a t  ividint qu'uni augmentation di SO i I OOt 

pan nappont au timpi di a n v i c i  militaiAi pinaliie I'objec- 

tiux.Pan.liK lc.i d! Iquilibne lit iaini pniuvi dl pu* cyniimi.

Reniiignemint nimanquable,panmi h i  magiitnati qui ont votl I it 

fiaveun du jugimint fiiguni I ’ iK-pniiidint du C o n n i l  National 

di I' Obj a t i o n  di Conscience.

Poun t o u t a  cel naiioni, l a  gnoupit p n i a n t i  qui c o m p o u n t  

h  HOC a n n o n u n t  li coinmencemeni d'uni campagni dl boycott 

it di nitui di la loi inn 1‘objection dl coniciincl dont h  

but lit d'ivitin qui a  c o m o l i d e  I'application d a  p n a t a -  

tioni i o c i a l a  di iubititution, au mo yen dl la dliobtiiianci 

civile,la non-cooptnation it la non-collabonation avic la 

loi militaniiti it pinaliiante iun I'objection de coniciincl.

Vi la ntimi maniinerili m e m n o n t  juiqu' au bout d a  actioni qui 

montnent notne /tê u-S c o l h c t i i  du jugimint tombl,dimontnant 

une ioii di plui i)ue le pnoceiiui di dimilitaniiation a 3 ii 

menen juiqu'au bout avic I'accond gtntnal dl la population.

Poun tinin, noui vouloni que ioit clain que la non-cooptnation 

la dliobliaanci civile iont i m ployla poun 4en<So'ieeA. noi po- 

i i t i o m  juiqu'd I'autodl(inii populaini.it pou* dimontnen ain- 

ii h  canactlni collictii di notni mouviment.
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MADRID , November 1987

Hello Dear Friends,

inevitably we are appoaching to " High Noon" 

u/ithin the Spanish Movement of Conscefitious 

Objection and total objection(insumision), as 

the Highest Court of Spain on october 30, 1987 

completely refused the action of unconstituciona- 

lity, presented by the Qmbotsman in march 1985.

This maans that the spanish law of C . O.j , being in 

force since december 1984, has got his final appro

bation, and from now onwards this laui should be con

sidered as officially constitutional.

This makes us; laughing, supposing you know our anti

militaristic points of view . NIOC has decided to 

start " Hot winter times".

On and after the first of january 1988 the first 

3000 recognized objectors are being called up to 

make theit civilian service.

Which force has the MOC? How many collective objectors 

of the fflOC will have the courage to stand up against 

the laui of C.O. ? Ule will be able to create the great 

movement of collective total objectors? Especially in 

those times we need the political support from all 

antimilitaristic fighting places. This is we ask you for

- publishing our article in your newspaper (magazine...).
- sending us your last three numbers (lost of removal)



LA OBJECION DE CONCIENCIA

Negarse a cumptir el servicio 
militar en Europa
JOSEP MARIA TEGIDO MALLART

Las resoluciones de diversos organismos con la situacion en muchos paises de
intemacionales a favor del reconocimien- Europa, segun se analizo en un encuentro
to y regulation de la objecion de concien- de objetores europeos celebrado el pasa-
cia como un derecho legi'timo contrastan do agosto en Barchem (Holanda).

Cuando en diciembre de 1984 sa- 
Ii6 publicada en el BOE la ley de 
Objeci6n de Conciencia al Servi
cio Militar se ponfa fin a una si- 
tuaci6n de provisionalidad que 
partia de la orden interna del Mi- 
nisterio de Defensa dictada por 
Manuel Gutierrez Mellado en 
noviembre de 1977, mediante la 
cual se concedi'a “incorporation 
aplazada” a los que se negaban a 
cumplir el servicio militar.

Asi pues, desde hace tres aflos 
nos podemos equiparar, con ma- 
tices, a un gran numero de paises 
que contemplan la objeci6n de 
conciencia como un derecho 
(aunque sea a costa de cruzar un 
mar de dificultades y trabas).

Posteriormente, y_ precisa- 
mente este afio, tanto el Comite 
de M inistros del Consejo de 
Europa (recomendacion R 878 
del 9 de abril de 1987) como la 
Comisi6n de Derechos Humanos 
de las Naciones Unidas (5 de 
marzode I987)tomabanpostura 
sobre el tema. Atras queda la Re
solution Macciochi, adoptada 
por el Parlamento Europeo el 7 
de febrero de 1983.

Todos estos documentos se 
expresan en un sentido identico: 
“Que la objecion de conciencia al 
servicio militar sea declarado 
como un ejercicio legitimo del 
derecho a la libertad de pensa- 
miento, la conciencia y la religi6n 
reconocido en la Declaraci6n 
Universal de Derechos Huma
nos y en el Pacto Intemacional 
de Derechos Civiles y Politicos”.

Incluso la Resoluci6n Mac
ciochi va mas lejos y detalla as- 
pectos como que “la duration del 
servicio alternative prestado en 
el marco de una administration u 
organizaci6n no deberia exceder

el periodo del servicio militar, in- 
cluyendo los ejercicios militares 
organizados despues” (articulo 5 
de la resoluci6n del 7 de febrero 
de 1983).

Pues bien: el pasado mes de 
agosto tuvo lugar en Barchem 
(Holanda) un encuentro intema
cional de objetores europeos. Lo 
que no quiere decir que hubiera 
gente de toda Europa. Hay pai
ses donde a los jovenes no se les 
hace pasar por esa experiencia 
de esclavitud delimitada que se 
llama servicio militar obligatorio 
(Reino Unido, Irlanda, Islan- 
dia...). Y tambien nos encontra- 
mos con paises con una repre- 
si6n extremada contra todo lo 
que representa la objecion de 
conciencia y que deja sin oportu- 
nidad cualquier intento de orga- 
nizaci6n de objetores. Esto ocu- 
rre principalmente en algunos 
paises del Este, pero tambien en 
lugares como Turquia o Suiza, 
sin ir mas lejos.

Las circunstancias locales 
pueden ayudar a entender el ele- 
vado militarismo que sufren mu
chos de estos paises. Y las conse-

cuencias lo confirm an: Michalis 
Maragakis, objetor griego, fue 
condenado el 25 de junio a cua- 
tro afios de prision. Spiros Psi- 
chas, compaflero suyo y que asis- 
ti6 al encuentro y defini6 a su 
pais como en un estado de guerra 
no declarado con Turquia, sigue 
sus pasos y cualquier dia puede 
ser encerrado.

Situacion en el Este______
Asi podriamos continuar dando 
detalles de los informes de los 
delegados de Yugoslavia y Polo- 
nia que asistieron a Barchem y 
que nos pusieron al dia de la si
tuacion en los paises del Este. A 
exception del caso de la Republi- 
ca Democratica Alemana, en 
ningun otro pais esta reconocido 
legalmente el derecho a la obje- 
ci6n, aunque hay muchos casos 
donde estan previstos trabajos 
alternatives sin utilizar arma- 
mento, fuera o dentro del Ejerci- 
to, para los que aleguen motivos 
de conciencia para cumplir el 
servicio militar. Normalmente

s61o se aceptan argumentos de 
tipo religioso, con lo que las ex- 
plicaciones politicas estan de
mas.

Pero a pesar del mayor o me- 
nor grado de permisibilidad, su 
situaci6n se encuentra muy lejos 
de la de los paises occidentals, 
donde la legislaci6n se remonta 
en algunos casos al final de la 
I Guerra Mundial.

La representaci6n mayorita- 
ria en el encuentro correspondia 
precisamente a estos ultimos pai
ses, en los que, a pesar de ser la 
objecion un derecho reconocido, 
en ninguno se tiflen a las reco- 
mendaciones del Parlamento Eu
ropeo, como la del articulo 5, que 
se cita mas arriba.

Como consecuencia de esto, 
por el caracter punitivo de las le- 
yes de objeci6n de conciencia, 
cada vez son mas los objetores 
que se niegan a cumplir los servi- 
cios sustitutorios. Con lo que se 
inician juicios y se encierra a los 
Uamados insumisos. Ejemplos 
como el de Francia, donde en es
tos momentos hay 500 afectados 
por negarse a cumplir el servicio

civil; o el de Noruega, donde se 
cumplen penas de 16 meses por 
este motivo, son un boton de 
muestra de la situacion en los 
paises donde se acepta la negati- 
va a cumplir el servicio militar 
mientras no se cuestione el ele- 
mento fundamental: el derecho 
por parte del Estado de disponer 
de sus ciudadanos en la forma y 
man era que considere mas opor- 
tuna, el llamado reclutamiento 
obligatorio. Precisamente el ob- 
jetivo contra el que luchamos to- 
das las organizaciones de objeto
res y antimilitaristas que nos en- 
contramos en Holanda.

Los miembros del Movimien- 
to de Objecion de Conciencia 
(MOC) de Cataluiia y del Pais 
Vasco que asistimos pudimos 
comprobar el notable interns que 
despierta nuestra situaci6n: una 
ley paralizada y pendiente de un 
recurso ante el Tribunal Consti
tutional y el 95% de objetores 
que formalmente se niegan a 
cumplir el servicio civil que in- 
tentan imponemos es una situa- 
ci6n unica que nunca se habia 
dado antes en otros paises y que 
puede abrir unas expectativas de 
lucha en contra del reclutamien- 
to obligatorio y elevar el numero 
de insumisos en toda Europa.

De momento estamos espe- 
rando que tanto  el Tribunal 
Constitutional como el Gobier- 
no clarifiquen la situation y pon- 
gan en marcha (o lo intenten) los 
servicios civiles. Pero, por favor, 
que se den prisa, que a algunos 
nos va a coger la edad de jubila- 
cion militar.

Joscp Maria Tegido MalUrt es miem- 
bro del Moviment d ’Objeccio de Cons- 
ciencia de Cataluiia (MOC).



U N A  JURISPRUDENCE A CONFLICTIVA

La objecion de conciencia, 
ante el Tribunal Constitutional

J U A N -R A M 6 N  c a p e l l a

El debate perm anente sobre la objecion suponen un giro radical en torno a este
de conciencia ha alcanzado una nueva di- polemico asunto, que deja de tener una
mension con las recientes decisiones del jurisprudencia uniforme. El autor analiza
Tribunal Constitucional. Estas decisiones la trascendencia de este giro.

L a s  s c n t e n c i a s  de l  T r i b u n a l  
Consti tucional que decidcn las 
cuestiones de inconstitucionali- 
dad  planteadas por la Audicncia 
Nacional y el Defensor del Pue
blo, respecto  de la ley de Obje- 
ci6n de Conciencia de 1984, es- 
tdn llamadas a ser objeto de am- 
p lio  d e b a te .  P ues  el T r ib u n a l  
C onsti tuc ional efectua en ellas 
un giro, el primero de importan- 
cia, por referirse a derechos fun
d a m e n t a l s ,  en una jur ispruden
cia hasta  ahora uniforme.

En nuestra  historia constitu
cional no hay experiencia de gi- 
ros como dste. P lantea el proble- 
ma, bien conocido por los juris- 
tas norteamericanos, de que no 
podemos suponcr que la Consti
tu t ion  sea sicmpre lo quc el T ri
bunal Constitucional dice que es.

Scntencias anteriores

N o es esta  la primera vez que el 
T C  se ocupa de la objecion de 
conciencia. En su sentencia 53, 
del 11 de abril de 1985, la habia 
ca rac te r iz ad o  com o sigue: “La 
o b jec id n  de co n c ie n c ia  fo rm a 
parte del contenido del derecho 
fundamental a la libertad ideol6- 
gica y religiosa contenido en el 
articulo 16.1 de la Constituci6n”; 
y, ante los recurrcntes antiabor- 
tistas de entonces, defendia que 
el derecho a objetar en concien
cia existe y pucde  ser e jercido 
con independencia de que se ha- 
lle regulado o no: “La Consti tu
t io n  es d irec tam ente  aplicable, 
especialmente en materia  de de
rechos f u n d a m e n ta l s ”.

En  la m ism a linea, la anterior 
sentencia 15/82, de 23 de abril, 
invocada por uno de los drbitros 
discrcpantes en su voto particu
lar, sefialaba que “la objecion de 
conciencia constituye una  especi- 
ficaci6n de la libertad  de co n 
ciencia, la cual supone no s61o el 
derecho a formar libremente la

conciencia, sino tambidn a  obrar  
d e  m o d o  c o n f o r m e  c o n  lo s  
im p e ra t iv o s  de la m ism a” . La 
sentencia que decide el recurso 
del D efensor del Pueblo quiebra 
la linea jurisprudencial expuesta: 
la objecion de conciencia ya no 
se t r a ta  como parte  del conteni
do de un derecho fundamental. 
Se acuila p a ra  ella u na  nueva cla- 
se conceptual unimembre: es un 
“derecho constitucional aut6no- 
mo, pero no fundam ental”.

L a  16gica de  e s te  a r t e fa c to  
conceptual, el “derecho constitu
cional aut6nom o no fundam en
tal”, valida la reglamentaci6n de 
la objeci6n de conciencia por Icy 
ordinaria , y no por ley organica, 
com o co r resp on de  a la regula
t ion  del ejercicio del contenido 
de derechos fu n d a m e n ta ls .  Con 
la nueva categoria se hace com 
patible ese carac ter ordinario de 
la ley infraconstitucional con el 
recurso de am paro  cxplicitamen- 
te reconoc ido  po r  la C o n s t i tu 
t ion  a los objetores de concien
cia. La reducci6n a derecho aut6- 
nomo no fundamental, a su vez, 
ensancha el ambito de la discre- 
cionalidad legislativa y guberna- 
mental de su regulation.

Para  cimentar la “no funda- 
m entalidad” del “derecho consti
tucional au tonom o”, el alto tr i
bunal ha  echado m ano de m ate
r i a l s  constitucionales que no h a 
bia que tocar, como se vera. Pues 
este uso amph'a, parad6jicamen- 
te, el contenido de lo objetado e 
implica la reserva a la reforma 
constitucional de materias hasta  
ah o ra  al a lcance  del legislador 
ordinario.

La argumentaci6n de incons- 
titucionalidad se centraba, como 
cuesti6n de fondo, en el cardcter 
disuasorio de la objeci6n de con
ciencia que tiene la regulaci6n 
s u b c o n s t i tu c io n a l .  D isu a s i6 n  
ins trum entada en la ley mediante 
la denegaci6n al objetor del dere

cho a la privacidad de su con
ciencia ante terceras personas y 
organismos, mediante la mayor 
penosidad del servicio social sus- 
titutorio que el militar objetado, 
y mediante la suspension de de
recho a objetar  durante el perio- 
do administrativo la dependen- 
cia militar, principalmente.

Argumento valido

En una  dpoca de arm am ento  n u 
clear, quimico y biol6gico, la ob- 
jeci6n a la  resoluci6n de conflic- 
tos mediante la violencia es un 
b ien  a l t a m e n t e  e s t im a b le  po r  
c u a lqu ie r  co m u n id ad .  C u an d o  
no existe ya la guerra jus ta  es 
poco defendible el deber de ser- 
vir a sus instrumentos. La ponde- 
r ac i6 n  d o c tr in a l  se co n fu nd e ,  
com o si sobre la ba lanza  gravita- 
ra un viejo sable obsoleto.

C om o scftala Dworkin, si la 
ley es dudosa, el c iudadano puc
de seguir su prop io  ju icio  d e s 
pues de una decision en contra- 
rio de la suprema instancia com- 
petente. Las previsibles resistcn- 
cias y desobediencias civiles a la 
ley de objecion nos obligan a to- 
dos a  dar un paso  mas en la refle- 
xi6n sobre la democracia. A re- 
co rdar  que los delitos de unos 
pocos de ayer son hoy los dere 
chos de todos, y que los infracto- 
res minoritarios de hoy portan  en 
su m o r a l id a d  los d e re c h o s  de 
m a f la n a .  N o  h ay  d e m o c r a c i a  
acabada. Por ello todos, ciuda- 
danos y servidores del Estado, 
han  de descub r ir  fo rm as,  tam - 
bien juridicas, que perm itan  un 
tra to  respetuoso de la disidencia.

Jnan-Ram6n Capella es catedrdtico de 
Filosofia del D erecho, M oral y PoHtica 
de la universidad de Barcelona. F ir
m an tam bi6n este articulo Jos6-Luis 
G ord illo  y Jos6  A. E sU vez A rau jo , 
profesorcs de las m ism as disciplinas en 
dicha universidad.



N E W  S O L O M O N  G U I D E L I N E S  
FOR R E S I S T E R S  O V E R  26

While all federal jobs are now closed to 
n onregistrants. it has been p o s s i b l e  under 
current policy for ind i v i d u a l s  to choose to 
register late and q u a l i f y  for employment. 
However, since some n o n r e g i s t r a n t s  have now 
reached the d ra f t - e l i g i b l e  age limit of 26, 
and Selective Service will not accept r e g i s 
tration after that point, special g u i d e l i n e s  
have now been de v e l o p e d  to deal with federal 
job applicants in this category.

According to a Post Offi c e  B u l l e t i n  dated 
Aug. 13, 1987, and p r o p o s e d  changes in r e g u 
lations under the Job Training P a r t n e r s h i p  
Act (JTPA), the p o licy will be to a u t o m a t i 
cally d i s q u a l i f y  an a p p licant for federal 
employment, who does not c e r t i f y  c o m p l i a n c e  
with the draft r e g i s t r a t i o n  law, unless "he 
can d e m o nstrate that his failure t o ~ r egTster 
was not knowing or w i l lful" (N a t i o n a l  D e 
fense A u t h o r i z a t i o n  ,4ct for F Y  198 7, C o n f e r 
ence R e p o r t ) .

A c c ording to the Postal Bulletin, a r e 
jected applicant must be n o t i f i e d  of the 
right to submit a w r i tten request for r e c o n 
s i d e ration within 15 days. He must also 
explain his reason for failing to register 
and submit su p p o r t i n g  d o c u m e n t a t i o n .  The 
burden of proof will be on the individual to 
show "by a p r e p o n d e r a n c e  of evidence" that 
the failure was neither k n o w i n g  nor willful. 
While the new JTPA r e g u l a t i o n  says that SS 
must d e t e rmine whether the failure to r e g i s 
ter was knowing or willful. the Postal B u l 
letin m e rely says that the Post Office "may 
consult" with SS for advice in making its 
d e t e r m i n a t i o n .

The Co/iferancp Report says t h e .new p o l i c y  
was added in order not to p e n a l i z e  an i n d i 
vidual with an obvious d i s q u a l i f y i n g  h a n d i 
cap, such as total pa r a l y s i s  of the limbs, 
or an individual who has been h o n o r a b l y  d i s 
charged from the armed s e r v i c e s . " P e o p l e  in 
these c a t e gories often fail to register b e 
cause they assume they cannot be drafted. 
Though it has not been m e n t i o n e d  by the 
government, thoro might also be a number of 
individuals who can c l aim their r e g i s tr a t i o n  
failure was due to lack of noti f i c a t i o n .  SS 
itself has often r a t i o n a l i z e d  its r e g i s t r a 
tion media blitzes on the g r o unds that many 
don't kno w  they must r e g i s t e r .

P O L I 
R E G I

C V P A P E R  
S T R A T I  ON

O N D R A F T

In our last newsletter, we r e f e r r e d  to 
the fact that the Reagan M i l i t a r y  M a n power 
Task Force never r e c o m m e n d e d  a c o n t i n u a t i o n  
of draft r e g i s t r a t i o n  as is c l aimed by 
Se l o c t i v e  Service and others. Recently, Doug 
Bandow, who was on the Task Force, wrote a 
paper titled. "Draft R e g i s t r a t i o n :  It's Time 
to Repeal Carter's Final Legacy." In it, he 
m et h o d i c a l l y  attacks v a r ious reasons given 
for m a i n t a i n i n g  a p r e - m o b i l i z a t i o n  r e g i s 
tration program, including the claim that it 
is n e c e s s a r y  for national security.

Copies of the 31-page paper are a v a i lable 
for $2 from P o l i c y  Analysis. CATO Institute. 
225 Second St. SE. Was h i n g t o n ,  DC 20003 (ask 
for P o l i c y  A n a l y s i s  Number 86).

San Diego County 
Draft Resisters Defense Fund 

P.O. Box 33544 
San Diego, CA 92103

United States of 
America

NO S E N T E N C E  C H A N G E  FOR 
G I L L A M  K E R L E Y

The appeal process co n t i n u e s  for Gillam 
Kerley, who r e c e n t l y  began serving a three- 
year prison s e n t e n c e  at L e a v e n w o r t h ' s  honor 
camp for refusal to register. Gillam's 
m o tion for bail p e n ding appeal has been 
denied (6ee last DRD F  Newsletter) by the a p 
p e l l a t e  court, and the appeal of his c o n v i c 
tion and sentence is p e n ding before that 
c o u r t .

Most recently, the trial judge who 
s e n t e n c e d  G i l l a m  denied a motion to modify 
his sentence. That m o t i o n  had argued that 
G i l l a m ' s  sentence of three years in prison 
and a $10,000 fine was too harsh; it is 
longer than any other sentence given a draft 
resister during the 1980's. and is harsher 
than a great many sentences given during the 
V i e t n a m  era. G i l l a m ' s  attorney. Lawyers 
Guild member Peter G o l d b e r g e r  of Phi la., has 
filed an appeal o* t-hat denial,, and the a p 

p e l l a t e  court has agreed to expedite the 
h a n d l i n g  of that appeal. It i6 expected that 
a r g u m e n t s  on the appeal of the denial of 
this motion, and the u n d e rlying appeal of 
the c o n v i c t i o n  and sentence, will be heard 
on Nov. 9th.

To .help the c a m p a i g n  for Gillam's r e 
lease. write and ask Amnesty International 
to adopt him as a "prisoner of conscience:" 
A m n e s t y  I nternational, 1 Easton St., London 
WC1X 8DJ, Great Britain. Also, send letters 
to: G i l l a m  Kerley, 01988090, 01, LVC, P.O. 
Box 1000, Leavenworth. ICS 66040.

L E G I S L A T I V E  U P D A T E

Heari n g s  have not been s c h e duled yet on 
any of the numerous dr a f t - r e 1 ated bills in 
Congress. Sen. John Glen will decide whether 
h e a rings on national service p r o p osals will 
be held by the Senate Armed Services C o m m i t 
tee's S u b c o m m i t t e e  on Manpower and Personnel 
(write to s u b c o m m i t t e e  staffer Fred Pang if 
you wish to t e s tify or submit w r i tten testi- 
mony: Senate Office Bldg., Washington, DC 
20510. Because of the current heavy work 
load. h e a r i n g s  may be put off until next 
year .

The D e m o cr a t i c  Lea d e r s h i p  Council, a 
group of m o d e r a t e - t o - c o n s e r v a t i v e  o f f i c e 
holders and p a rty activists, is putting t o 
gether a bill i n c o r p o r a t i n g  various elements 
of other national service proposals. Their 
bill may include a re q u i r e m e n t  of service in 
order to r e c e i v e  any federal student aid 
grants; student loans would not require 
s e r v i c e .

Some p r o p o n e n t s  of national service are 
trying to come up w ith a "moderate" proposal 
that w o uld gain b i p a r t i s a n  support and lay a 
f o u n d a t i o n  for eventual ac c e p t a n c e  of n a 
tional service. However, a p o s s i b l e  outcome

could be that a m i l i t a r y  draft would result 
as a c o m p r o m i s e  short of national service.
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