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E C C  P R E S S  R E L E A S E  

10 J U L Y  1990

T h e  E n d  C o n s c r i p t i o n  C a m p a i g n  is c o n c e r n e d  a b o u t  t h e  a l l e g a t i o n ;  
m a t  trie G o v e r n m e n t  ■ s s i n i s t e r  n a t i o n a l  s e c u r i t y  Management
System (NSMS) h a s  not, a f t e r  all, b e e n  d i s m a n t l e d ,  b u t  m e r e l y
r e p l a c e d  b y  a new, e q u a l l y  s i n i s t e r  s t r u c t u r e ,  l a b e l l e d  the
N a t i o n a l  C o - o r d i n a t i n g  M e c h a n i s m  ( N C M ) .

As  v i c t i m s  o u r s e l v e s  of i l l e g a l  h a r a s s m e n t  a n d  sn-sar r.[.-a^gus, 
b o t h  b y  t h e  S A D F  i t s e l f  a n d  b y  o t h e r  s h a d o w y  b e d  t e a , \ be i i  ave 
t h a t  s u c h  s e c r e t  s t r u c t u r e s ,  d e s i g n e d  to s u p p r *  d c o n trol
p o l i t i c a l  a c t i v i t y  by  d u b i o u s  means, s h o u l d  be  ••iisraantled 
i m m e d i a t e l y .

Th e  c o n t i n u e d  e x i s t e n c e  of  s u c h  s t r u c t u r e s ,  a n d  p a r t i c u l a r l y  of 
th'e c c b  d e a t h  squads, c a s t s  d o u b t  on P r e s i d e n t  <2e Ki.erk's 
a p p a r e n t  s i n c e r i t y .  T h e  f a i l u r e  of t h e  H a r m s  c o m m i s s i o n  e v e n  to 
s c r a t c h  t h e  s k i n  of t h e  C C B  n e t w o r k ,  let a l o n e  ’’cut  to the ne" 
as p r o m i s e d  b y  P r e s i d e n t  d e  Klerk, is s y m p t o m a t i c  or ar; 
u n w i l l i n g n e s s  o r  i n a b i l i t y  o n  t h e  p a r t  of  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  to 
t a c k l e  t h e  m i l i t a r i s t s  in g o v e r n m e n t  a n d  in t h e  s e c u r i t y  
e s t a b l i s h m e n t .  I n .p a r t i c u l a r , P r e s i d e n t  d e  K l e r k ' s  r e f u s a l  to 
d i s b a n d  t h e  C C B  a n d  t o  r e p u d i a t e  its c r e a t o r s  is an a l a r m i n g  sign 
of w e a k n e s s  or d u p l i c i t y  o n  h i s  part.

T h i s  s i t u a t i o n  s i m p l y  s t r e n g t h e n s  t h e  r e s o l v e  of t h o u s a n d s  of 
y o u n g  m e n  w h o  a r e  r e s i s t i n g  c o n s c r i p t i o n  into w h a t  is c l e a r l y  
s t i l l  t h e  m i l i t a r y  w i n g  o f  t h e  a p a r t h e i d  state, a n d  m a x e s  a 
m o c k e r y  of a n y  c l a i m s  m a d e  b y  t h e  S A D F  t h a t  it is neutral 
a p o l i t i c a l .

(_ L ^ a I  (J,

I s s u e d  by  C H R I S  DE V T L L X 1 R S
E C C  C H A I R M A N  ( J O H A N N E S B U R G )  Tel : 880 17 05

CumptK,
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A C T S T O P  and 
iti a x n ta n e n c e 
Central lawn

ih© E C C  will be c o n d u c t i n g  a j o i n t  
&t 6 A C T S T O P  b u i l d i n g s  in Hilibrow, 
on S a t u r d a y  ii A u g u s t  1990 »

Lat c l e a n i n g  and 
J o u b e r t  Park and

P e o p l e  a r e  expascted to m e e t  at the C e n t r a l  M e t h o d i s t  C h u r c h  from 
1 2 - 3 0  pm,, o n w a r d s  and the e x e r c i s e  will b e g i n  at a p p r o x i m a t e l y  
i .30 pin. M e m b e r s  of the p r e s s  a r e  asked to a r r i v e  at  the C e n t r a l  
M e t h o d i s t  C h u r c h *  c o r n e r  p r i t c h & r d  and Sm-al S t r e e t s  at 1 2 . 30pm. 
for a b r i e f i n g  before? a c c o m p a n y i n g  m e m b e r s  of A C T S T O P  a n d  E C C  to 
the v a r i o u s  b u i l d i n g s .

and E C C  r e g a r d  this j o i n t  e x e r c i s e  to be of 
ffiigniTicancss b o t h  a t  a s y m b o l i c  and p r a c t i c a l  level, 
s h o w i n g t t h r o u g h  t h i s  j o i n t  e f f o r t  that;

iCTSTQP
■f

t r e m e n d o u s  
W©  in t e n d

% the m e m b e r s h i p  of both o r g a n i s a t i o n s ,, as well as o t h e r  
o r g a n i s a t i o n s  a s s i s t i n g  us, r e a f f i r m  our o p p o s i t i o n  to 
s e r v i c e  in a d e f e n c e  f o r c e  t h a t  is r a c i s t  and is a m a j o r  
c o n t r i b u t o r  to the o p p r e s s i o n  of the m a j o r i t y  of the p e o p l e  
in t h i s  c o u n t r y
p e o p l e  can m a k e  a s i g n i f i c a n t  c o n t r i b u t i o n  to the u p i i f t m e n t  
of c o m m u n i t y  life as an a l t e r n a t i v e  to s e r v i n g  in the iaADF, 
t e n a n t s  in b u i l d i n g s  d o n o t  s i m p l y  p r o t e s t  a g a i n s t  l a n d l o r d  
e x p l o i t a t i o n *  but a r e  c o n c e r n e d  a b o u t  t h e i r  living c o n d i t i o n s  
and a r e  c o n t r i b u t i n g  towards- the m a i n t a n e n c e  of bui l d i n g s ,  
c o n t r a r y  to the c l a i m s  of s o m e  l a n d l o r d s
n o n - r a c i a l  a c t i v i t y  a n d  inter—act i o n  is p o s s i b l e  a n d  n e c e s s a r y  
p a r t i c u l a r l y  d u r i n g  the p o l i t i c a l  c l i m a t e  we are in now

We hop 
a c r o s s  
S ,A f r i c a n  
t o o e t h e r »

by this e x e r c i s e ,  to  e n c o u r a g e  s i m i l a r  j o i n t  e f f o r t s  
-acial l i nes to d e m o n s t r a t e  the 

p e o p l e  to live t o g e t h e r , wor
w i l l i n g n e s s  of the 
t o g e t h e r  and play

IS S U E D  BY A C T S T C P  A N D  ECC
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J A I L E D  C O N S C I E N T I O U S  O B J E C T O R  C H A R L E S  B E S T E R * S  

S E N T E N C E  G O E S  T O  S U P R E M E  C O U R T  F O R  A P P EAL.

Charles Bester, a 20 year old Conscientious Objector has served 
20 months of a 6 year jail sentence. Charles’s appeal against his 
sentence of six years is being heard in the Rand Supreme Court 
on the 13th of August 1990. It is expected that the appeal will 
be heard at 10:00 am in either court number 4, 6, or 8.

ECC wishes Charles all the best and hopes that he will soon be 
a free man.

ECC will continue to campaign for an end to military conscription 
and for the introduction of an adequate system of alternative 
service for South African conscripts. The sentencing of 18 year 
old Charles Bester to six years in jail showed to the world the 
inhumanity of a system that jails men who believe that to refuse 
to serve in the SADF is a stand against racism and apartheid and 
a commitment to the ideals of peace and justice in South Africa.

Issued by Roddy Payne, ECC National Organiser.

C a m p a ig n
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E C C  P R E S S  STATEMENT
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M I L I T A R Y  A R I A  PROTECTION ONITS

The End C o n s c r i p t i o n  C a m p a i g n  is 
a u t o m a t i c  w e a p o n s  a r e  t o  be i s s u e d  t o  
m e m b e r s  of t h e  S A D F  in s u b u r b a n  areas,  
the i n t e n t i o n  is t o  c r e a t e  a r e a  b a s e d  
p u r p o s e  of p r o t e c t i n g  ho m e s ,  f a m i l i e s

In t h e  f i r s t  pl a c e ,  w e  d o  n o t  b e l i e  
c o n c e r n e d  a r e  t r a i n e d  in t h e  k i n d

t h a t  s u c h  d u t i e s  s h o u l d  be  c a r r i e d  
m e m b e r s  of a p o l i c e  force, w h e t h e r  the  
f o r c e .

S e c o n d l y ,  w e  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  u s e  ol 
w e a p o n s  s u c h  as the R4 r i f l e  in 
p a r t i c u l a r l y  in t h e  h a n d s  of u n t r a i n e d  
p e r s o n n e l ,  is e x t r e m e l y  d a n g e r o u s  a n d

a l a r m e d  b y  r e p o r t s  t h a t  
C o m m a n d o  a n d  C i t i z e n  F o r c e  
A c c o r d i n g  to t h e  r e ports, 
p r o t e c t i o n  u n i t s  for the  
a n d  p r o p e r t y .

ve t h a t  t h e  S A D F  m e m b e r s  
of p o l i c e  w o r k  w h i c h  is

a p p a r e n t l y  i n t e n d e d  to b e  c a r r i e d  o u t  b y  them, a n d  w e  b e l i e v e
o u t  b y  p r o p e r l y  t r a i n e d  
S A P  or  a m u n i c i p a l  p o l i c e

h i g h  v e l o c i t y  a u t o m a t i c  
a s u b u r b a n  e n v i r o n m e n t ,  
o r  i n a p p r o p r i a t e l y  t r a i n e d  

indeed, r e c k l e s s .

Finally, t h e  p r o p o s e d  s y s t e m  r e p r e s e n  
in the m i l i t a r i s a t i o n  of o u r  s o c i e t y ,  
by i n d i v i d u a l s  w h o  w i l l  n o t  be  s u b j e c  
It a l s o  s e e m s  o b v i o u s  t h a t  t h e  
i n e v i t a b l y ,  b e  t h e  t a r g e t  o f  th e f t ,  c 
u n a c c e p t a b l e  n u m b e r  of s t o l e n  w e a p o n s

ts a d a n g e r o u s  e s c a l a t i o n  
a n d  is l i a b l e  to be a b u s e d  
t e d  t o  d i r e c t  s u p e r v i s i o n ,  
w e a p o n s  c o n c e r n e d  will, 
contributing to  t h e  a l r e a d y  
in c i r c u l a t i o n .

All in all, w e  c o n s i d e r  t h e  p r o p o s e d  
and i r r e s p o n s i b l e .  T h e  l a s t  t h i n g  
m o r e  h e a v i l y  a r m e d  g o o n s  s t a l k i n g  t h e

I s s u e d  by C h r i s  d e  V i l l i e r s ,  E C C  C h a i r m a n  ( J o h a n n e s b u r g )

S y s t e m  t o  be ill c o n c e i v e d  
t h a t  S o u t h  A f r i c a  n e e d s  is 
S t r e e t s ,  l i c e n c e d  to kill.
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ECC PRESS RELEASE 

13 AUGUST 1990 

RELEASE OF CHARLES BESTER

The l£nd Conscription Campaign welcomes the decision of the Supreme Court to release 
Charles Bester from prison. It appears from the brevity ol the proceedings that the 
court had no doubt that Charles had been punished enough for his principled refusal to 
serve in the SADF.

This reflects poorly on those whu conceived the unjust legislation in terms of which he 
was sentenced to (> years in prison. It reflects equally poorly on the refusal of the 
present government to recognise conscientious objectors and to provide non-military 
community service for them, as an alternative to military service, rather than to continue 
persecuting and jailing objectors.

A press conference will be held once Charles is actually released from prison. Details 
of the time and venue will follow.

Issued by Chris de Villiers 
ECC Chairman (Johannesburg) 
Tel. 880-1705
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P R  ESS R E L E A S E  X —S P E C U L A T I O N  O N  C H A N G E S  IN THE SYSTFM HP 
M I L I T A R Y  C O N S C R I P T I O N

7/11/90

Several B r t i d w  have appeared in the daily press indicating that
£ ° mi1ltary conscription could well be ended withinsj years.

^ C+r l C^ , t_h e ^° r^.done by the press in bringing this issue
to the public’s attention and opening debate up on an issue which 

as its%o° eTresSe°rUveh AfriCa"S ’ yet which is treated by the SADF

that Frr hac h ii confirm many of the comments and rumours
that ECC has been collating over the last 6 months. However ECC

h + co"cernthe comments from unnamed SADF sources stating 
I - 1:  ? brittleness" of the situation, reforms to the 

\  * conscriPtion would only take place once the 
constitutional negotiations had been "substantially completed". 
This statement is a clear acknowledgement that any change in 
conscription p°licy depends on the political thinking of the

S o u t ^ A f H c a  an<j n0t °n the economic and social well being of

Ind Ê SkS= If South Africa is entering a new era of democracy 
peace, why is the system of military conscription still

nn? Kn ia racist basis with only white males being called
up. ECC believes that the maintenance of "whites only" 
conscription is clear evidence of the National Party’s intention 

Ul e’ and lf necessary abuse, the SADF in its own interests 
during the process of constitutional negotiations.

The SADF is deluding itself if it considers itself to be the 
only structure that will determine if and when conscription ends 
Already many hundreds of conscripts have publicly announced that 
they will not serve in apartheid’s army and thousands more are 
protesting against the continuation of national service and camps
nf V n PHV n0t. reP°rting ^ r  duty. Only last week, a camp call up 
of 60 days to the Sandton Command saw only 30 citizen force
^nnnnQod reporting of the 400 citizen force members who werl 
supposed to report.

It is clear that the present racist system of conscription is 
umbling rapidly, and we call on the government to urgently 

entre into genuine consultation with all interested parties on 
the future direction of the SADF.

Roddy/Payne ,/tCC National Organiser.

O p

C o * C a m p a i g n



P.O. Box 537 Phone: 836-8423
Kengray 2100 Fax: 834-3189
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C O N S C I E N T I O U S  O B J E C T O R  M I C H A E L  G R A A F  S E N T E N C E D  T O  C O M M U N I T Y  
S E R V I C E  FOR R E F U S I N G  T O  S E R V E  IN T H E  SADF.

Conscientious Objector (CO) Michael Graaf, 28, was sentence today 
to a period of community service for his refusal to serve in the 
SADF. Graaf, an officer in the Citizen Force, had notified the 
SADF of his decision to refuse to do any more service in the SADF 
after he received a call-up for a camp at the end of 1989.

Magistrate J. Grebe, said in sentencing Graaf to 2400 hours 
community service, that he believed that the offence committed 
by Graaf did not warrant a jail sentence. Graaf’s sentence of 
2400 hours community service was calculated on the number of days 
that he still owed the SADF as a Citizen Force member and that 
a member of the Citizen Force usually works 8 hours of every day 
during a camp. Graaf will spend his community service sentence 
working 72 hours a month for four years with the St. Johns 
Ambulance at King Edward Hospital in Durban.

An ECC spokesman, Roddy Payne, welcomed the sentence as a victory 
for the anti conscription movement. He said "this is the fist 
time that a CO has been given community service in recognition 
that a jail sentence is not an appropriate punishment for 
refusing to serve in the SADF. The sentence is also recognition 
by the courts that community service in welfare organisations is 
of equal worth to the country as service in the SADF." Payne, 
however, stated that "Mike Graaf, while being sentenced to an 
equivalent time to a citizen force member who participates in all 
his camps, is still receiving no payment for his service and 
that the hours must be found out of his free time. While Mike’s 
sentence is an important positive development, the courts should 
provide a sentence that is an equivalent to military service in 
every way. It must have the same rates of payment and the same 
time as military service".

Roddy Payne went on to say that "it is a strange situation where 
COs have to suffer long, drawn out, and expensive court cases to 
win the right to perform national service outside the SADF. With 
Magistrate Grebe’s decision, the SADF should one more look 
seriously at instituting a system of alternative service in non 
government as well as government welfare structures that is of 
equal time, payment and conditions as military service."

Released by Roddy Payne, ECC National Organiser.
Phone office 836 8423

home 6487993
Fax. 836 6931

834 3189
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R E M I N D E R  R E M I N D E R  R E M I N D E R  R E M I N D E R  R E M I N D E R  R E M I N D E R

ECC / C O S A W R  P R E SS C O N F E R E NCE 

DATE: 1 / 1 2 / 9 0

TIME: 1 0 : 0 0 a m

VENUE: SEMI V . I . P  LOUNGE. J A N  S M U TS 
A R R I V A L S  H A L L

I N T E R N A T I O N A L

S P E A KERS: ECC C H A IRMAN
C O S A W R  R E P R E S E N T A T I V E
C H A R L E S  BESTER. R E G I S T E R  O F  C O ’S
P E T E R  SOAL. MP.
A N C  R E P R E S E N T A T I V E

For further information refer to ECC press release 28/11/90 or 
contact Roddy Payne at the ECC office:

phone office 836 8423
home 648 7993

fax 836 6931
or 834 3189

Released by Roddy Payne, ECC National Organiser 
30/11/90

G O
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P R E S S  R E L E A S E  2 8 / 1 1/90.

P R E S S  C O N F E R E N C E  O N  THE R E T U R N  O F  E X I L E D  C O N S C I E N T I O U S  O B J E C T O R S .

On 1 December 1990 an "advanced party’ of exiled war resisters 
will be returning to South Africa. This return represents the 
potetial experience of many other South African conscripts who 
went into exile rather than serve in the SADF, an army which they 
still believe represents the interests of the National Party and 
defends it’s apartheid policies.

The ECC and COSAWR .(the Committee On South African War 
Resistance) will be hosting a press conference at Jan Smuts 
airport on the 1/12/90 to explain why these people have returned 
with no guarantee that they will not be prosecuted for their 
ongoing refusal to serve in the SADF. The press conference will 
also examine more generally at the state of conscription in South 
Africa today. A representative from the Democratic Party, the 
African National Congress and the Register of Conscientious 
Objection will also be speaking at the press conference.

Press packs will be available to representatives of the media 
and will provide background information on issues covered at the 
press conference.

The press conference will start at 10:00am on the 1/12/90 in the 
Semi- V.I.P suite at Jan Smuts international arrivals hall. The 
flight (BA 057) lands at Jan Smuts at 8:25 am and there will be 
an opportunity for photographers and T.V crews to collect visual 
material as the group arrives.

If journalists require individual interviews with members of the 
returning group this can be arranged before or after the press 
conference by phoning Roddy Payne at the ECC office and 
requesting such an interview or by arranging such an interview 
after the press conference has finished.

Released by Roddy Payne, ECC National Organiser.
Offi ce 836 8423
Home 648 7993
Fax 834 3189

836 6931
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