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Report to H.B.Clon evente In gradock

T W  Cradock Residents Aaooclatlon(Crndora) axplodad on to tha civic  arena 

with a b ig  bang on the 4 October 1903 . The actual formation o f GRADORA 

v»e the culmination o f  a relentleaa etrugflle by tba reaidente o f  the tovn- 
nM p, which atarted when a meeting wna called on the 25 August 1903 to

-•test the high rentals In tbe township.

* struggle Initially oanlfeated Itself as a loose formation of people 

v> Were brought together by a common problem,,tbe rent problem. Under 

tb letermlned and resolute leadership of an interim committee, the 

un/#ldlng of the struggle went beyond the confines of a spoolflo problem. 

Ifce particular clvio Issues were seen to be Interwoven with, In fact to be 

tuaratlng from the genoral problem of exploitation In our country.

I The phenomenal growth of CRADORA went far beyond the expectations of those 

oppose people's struggles. Clearly, the enemy undereetnated tho stam- 
; of the residents. When all indications were that the organisation waa 

|. tbe ring strength from day to day, the establishment unleashed an all-out 
j c-iBpalfin to destroy It . The leadership, particularly, tbs chalrnan,ccnrarte 

] 9oniva, bocane the targets of the security police. Activists received 

visits at thslr homes end places of employment. Many people reported tbe 

attempts of the security police to UBe them as Informers.- But haransnent 
by the security pollcs only 'served to give tbe organlstlon credibility,

I no»t particularly In the eyes of the youth. •’ j ' . . *»

• • 1 J
Vj n harassaont by tho security police did not achieve the required resu­

lts, thousands of pamphlets were strewn all over the township on two dif­

ferent occasions. Bven this venture was oounter-produotlve. The anonyirouo 
fcnaar pamphlets served to unite the residents against a common enemy. The 
authors of the omear pamphlets Inadvertently helped to advertise the novo— 
cent.

The growth of the movement necessitated the decentralisation of meetings
i  to various church halls. The security police responded by approaching 

tLa church authorities of tbe churches In question. Consequently, one 

church after another denied us uss of their halls. The minister of the 
only church hall open to us, the Ohurh of Asoension, tried to deny us 
the ball and escape with his dignity unscathed. Vhere all along wa were 
allowed to aee the hall gratis, ho demanded that we pay R2 a day retro- 
epectlTely to our first meeting, is if this was not enough, we were sub­
sequently told that the Church Counoll, whloh boasts a security policeman 

and a councillor In Its membership, had decided tbat we would never use 

the hall again until* we pay R15 a night and H7.50 a day retrospectively 
to our first meeting. Ve ware told we owe H165. The person responsible 

for the ball, an active member of Crndora and a member of the Church 

Ootincll, wp.i let eked out of his duty for nalntnlnl^f tliat there wits nbno — 

liilaly no rea^ why we sliould be expected to pay for Jh ^^y ll ,

C
On the 29 •ovember 1983, our chalrnan (jmrade Oonlwa, who was at the time 

noting principal of 8am Ihallla Secondary School, received a latter from 
tha circuit offlce| at!Oraaff Relnet transferring him to Ilbeba High School 
at Or-anff Relnet pa aotlng Head of Department,with effeoi from the lat 
January 1984. Tbe pews of the transfer was received with (Treat shook by 
the community. Heatings wre held to dleoune the transfer. Letter* were 
written and deputations Ibd to various departmental authorities.

1 L  'The altuatlon is so sn^lon-ohargedjtha youth association, CRADOTA, has 
resolved to call for a school boycott If  nil attempts to reason with 
thooo responsible fall. Presently, a combined effort is being made by 
Cradora and Cradoya to circulate a petition which will he sent to the 
department, ■ : ,

Thore is only one aim in transferring comrade Goniwe,to wit, to frustrate 
the growth of Cradora. Slnee all other means exploded In the face of the 
enemy, the transfer of comrade Qoniwe, who the enemy sees as the power 

behind the awakening In Cradock, was the only option left. Comrade Gonlwe 

has, correctly, decided to defy the transfer. He didn't report
for dutx.on the opening. In fact, he has decided to slay In Cradock and 
continue to organise ''the people. This la another victory for ,the peoplel 

Comrade Oonlwo has effectively demonstrated the need to subordinate 

personal aggrandizement to national issues. j I

From last friday, tbe 13 January, the security police embarked on another 
form of horasomont and intimidation. On that friday, tho organiser of 
nr&dora, comrade Coniwe(Jnr), was taken by security police from his plaoe 

cf employment, I!o vet interrogated and releosod after a specimen of M s  

vriLing t,nd photographs were taken. The following morning ot 4 O'Clokk, 

the eeoretary of the organisation, comrade Ilqtkashe, and tvo members of 
Cr>uloya, comrades Frans and Jacobs were detained. They were also released

after on interrogation which was aocompanled by their writings and ptoto- 
gTavhi! being taken.

I

Cradora forvontly.fishes to ask the TOP for whatever kind of assistance

°^ ® r  in its efforts to havo the transfer rescinded. Ve further 
vls.i to link for a loan of R1000 which we promise to repay before the 
end oi March. Following a decision which was taken at our first rent 

BueUnR na the 25 lugust, contributions of F5 per household wore 

collated towards meting the coots of taking the matter to murt. Ve 
munax".*. to colloot a mua of RB,560. Vhilat we enjoy the overwhelming 

support of the community, ve feel that it will be lmpolltlo to ask for 
money from the posple until tha court case Is resolved one way or the 

Otbnr. Th* requlrod loan will be used as capltel which will be used t»,

sr.tngst other-!, buy Cradora skippers vhlch will be sold to generate 
-ntcrout /or the organisation.

lyy $

/ U  O  o
• •••>■* nVi*.. ...........................(organlser)
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