
“The two thirds of humanity who have not been given 
the chance to read are deprived of a basic human right".

UNESCO





Literacy has been an integral part of communication for 
nearly 6 ooo years, most interestingly proved by a solid 
limestone tablet in the ancient Sumerian city of Kish, 
that is thought to be a tax return.

Modern society takes literacy completely for granted.
All children are taught to read and write as soon as 
possible, because the rest of their education is based on 
the possession of these skills, and without them, it is 
impossible to live as a happy human being with a normal 
place in society.

Yet 40% of the world’s adult population, and 66 2/3% of 
the world’s total population — at least 700 million men and 
women cannot read and write.

Comparison of 1962 figures with those of 1950 show 
that, while the percentage of illiterates in the world’s 
population slightly diminished from 42,5% to 40,5%, 
the absolute number increased because of population 
growth. There were nearly 35 million more illiterates in 
these twelve years in UNESCO ’s member states, and an 
increase of something like 200 million in the 6 years 
1961-1966.

Only comparatively recently has the fact that the 
illiterate can never make use of his full potential, reached 
public consciousness; that due to his minimum earnings, 
large families and ill health, he is committed to a frustra
ting future of substandard living conditions. Now that 
the problem has been pushed to the forefront of inter
national policies, it is not considered as an isolated 
phenomenon, but in all its inter-relationships with the 
other factors of modernisation. Production, trade and 
social progress cannot expand in a country handicapped 
by illiteracy, while international, national and community 
understanding are equally impaired by the gulf separating 
literate and illiterate, who, incidentally, are usually the 
‘haves’ and the ‘have-nots’.

Apart from purely practical motivations, the moral one 
is overwhelming. People who have formerly found the 
spoken word enough for their simple needs are inade
quately equipped to cope with the stresses imposed by 
the policies and economics of the twentieth century, 
which are unprecedented in the history of mankind.

Somewhat surprisingly it has been found that illiterate 
adults are not always eager to learn to read and write. 
Often the very fact that they are illiterate prevents them 
from realising the full extent of its benefits.

The more limited a person’s mental horizon, the more 
suspicious he is of anything new, particularly if it 
disturbs the precarious balance of his life and his 
adjustments to daily problems.

The map of illiteracy like the map of hunger is largely 
confined to certain areas and countries, and is particularly 
prevalent in most of the countries of Africa and Asia and 
several of those in Central America, where at least half, 
or in many cases more then three-quarters, of the adult 
population are illiterate. Any figures quoting percentages 
will have all the drawbacks that statistics always have, 
and in addition, there may be further inaccuracies since 
the criteria adopted by governments for their estimates 
vary widely, as does the expertise of the census takers. 
However, they may be accepted as guides.

The teaching of literacy, whether basic, functional 
(using reading and writing as a tool) or cultural (the 
capacity to produce and appreciate literature) is con
siderably more complex than it first appears. It is too 
easy to expect that if all children of school age in any 
country attended school for a sufficient length of time,

L e ft: A  few quiet moments for study in the factory yard.

there would eventually be no adult illiterates. Statistics 
of 1966 revealed that of the 373 million school age 
children in the world, only about 30% are in school, and 
of those who are, the majority will not even complete the 
primary course and will very likely lapse into illiteracy.

Universal primary education would impose almost 
impossible financial and administrative burdens on many 
developing countries. For instance, existing educational 
budgets would have to be doubled or trebled at once, and 
millions of schools would have to be organised, built and 
staffed. Where local resources are inadequate, it is 
difficult to allocate amounts at the expense of other crying 
needs such as poverty, starvation and disease. In addition, 
whenever any ‘donor’ country runs into difficulties, one 
of the first cries is to cut overseas’ aid. In 1971 public 
aid represented 0,35% of the gross national product of 
industrialised countries, and in 1972 the percentage had 
fallen to 0,34%.

Another grossly complicating factor to be taken into 
consideration is language. Information on distribution 
and usage is very inadequate, but there are currently 
about 3 000 spoken distinct languages in the world, often 
several dozen in the same country, many of which do not 
even have an alphabet. Therefore, before literacy can be 
taught, an alphabet must be invented, borrowed or 
adapted, and eventually a grammar textbook must be 
constructed -  a very laborious task which involves much 
research and local knowledge.

If  there is a more widely used written language, 
advantage has often been taken of this in various literacy 
campaigns, as for instance, the wide usage of Swahili 
throughout the East African Federation. It certainly 
alleviates some of the problems as to basic and adequate 
follow up material, but teaching has been slower, more 
expensive, less certain and the difficulties of learning an 
alien language add appreciably to the difficulties of 
learning to read and write.

Integral to the spread of literacy is the economic 
production and distribution of reading material. There 
must be newspapers, publications or books for the new 
literate to read as and when he wants them and at prices 
he is able and willing to pay (which very likely will bear 
no relation to the real costs involved). They should be 
numerous and varied enough to sustain interest and they 
should be produced by local writers familiar with the 
thought processes and idioms of the people. Rarely, 
unfortunately, are such writers available in the kind of 
community where they are most needed.

To people accustomed to a way of life in which 
education and publishing have developed together over 
the years, it was assumed that teaching people to read 
would in itself create a demand for literature, and that 
demand would attract supply. However, it has been 
proved not to be applicable to a developing country. 
While world production of books in terms of titles 
doubled between 1950-1970 and trebled in terms of 
copies, one third of the world still produces more than 
80% of the world’s books.

Where ‘follow-up’ material has been made available, it 
must be transported and distributed over a wide area 
linked by very poor communications. To get into the 
reader’s hands, mechanised bulk transport only take the 
goods to certain focal points from which any more 
widespread distribution to villages and hamlets will have 
to be organised. Then, if and when books ever do reach 
the rural communities, the ordinary home contains little 
or no accommodation for keeping them, and a combi
nation of climate and insects will play havoc with them if 
not properly stored. Libraries with borrowing facilities

43



can be of great use, but without guidance it has been 
found that the newly literate will hardly ever take 
advantage of such (to him), ‘radical’ facilities at his disposal.

Due to a combination of all or one of these problems, 
the world is littered with the debris of various countries 
attempts at literacy campaigns. In 1973, a Bureau of 
Education for Arab States was established to evaluate 
results of the various national projects, and much has 
been learned in retrospect. The most consistent fact that 
has emerged is that illiteracy cannot be practically 
tackled unless it has the full force of government 
machinery and money behind it.

A somewhat extreme example is Russia. Lenin said 
“ An illiterate man is non-political”  and decreed that 
literacy was essential for the new socialist society. 93% of 
Russians could not read or write and many communities 
had not even an alphabet, so special commissions were 
set up improvising alphabets and compelling literate 
people to teach others. Criminal proceedings were 
brought against anyone who refused, and penalties such 
as fines and loss of job were imposed on those who failed 
to learn. In 1922 education was made free, in 1934 
compulsory and by 1939 it was possible for the govern
ment to claim that illiteracy had been virtually eradi
cated.

Today more and more countries are receiving effective 
government backing. To give a few examples, Iran is 
attacking the problem with a ‘peaceful army’ -  youths are 
exempted from national service if they wish and are 
drafted into a literacy corps instead. By 1961 between 60 
and 70 000 young men were passing through these 
courses each year and going out to remote areas to teach.

Kenya and the Ivory Coast have brought T.V. into the

battle; Cameroon keeps schools open after hours for the 
parents of the pupils; India’s Central Government has 
subsidised the Adult Education Board to take over in 
Delhi; Zambia has handed the problem in its entirety 
to the Ministry for Community Development; and 
Bolivia has made each rural school the centre of an 
intensive drive.

The government of Mainland China has organised a 
news service throughout its thousands of miles and 
millions of villages. A nationwide network of publication 
and distribution has been organised and subsidised by 
the state so that the policies and views expressed in the 
main national dailies filter down from the capital to 
rural areas and factories. In every town and village, 
someone is officially employed to maintain a wall 
‘newspaper’ and to read it aloud to illiterates. With the 
minimum word list specially compiled for its use, it is 
usually simple enough for new and semi-literates to read 
themselves. This with its government backing, is a 
spectacular success as compared to a very enterprising 
London publishing house who both wished to help 
development in Africa and to establish a business there.
It produced an illustrated periodical with the aim of 
making only enough money to cover costs. It used 
African artists, consulted local authorities as to content 
and printed large runs with coloured photographs with 
local languages overprinted with letterpress. Even so, the 
cost at just under 4p a copy was thought to be too high 
for the Gold Coast Vernacular Bureau to guarantee a 
regular bulk order, and the project had to be abandoned.

The successful teaching of literacy is not the end of the 
problem -  in fact, it is only the first hurdle successfully 
passed. There must be job training, and promotion
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Prince Sithela Zulu of the present Zulu Royal Fam ily learns to 
read from M rs. Dorcas Mathe at Operation ‘U pgrade’ .

An attempt made by Zulu Chief Shaka to copy 
European handwriting.

opportunities waiting to absorb the new literate. India 
has learned this to her cost. Kerala the state with the 
largest number not only of literates, but also matriculants 
and graduates, was the first state to turn Communist on 
5th April, 1957. The state of Karnatak, formerly Mysore, 
has recently introduced a scheme known as the Pilot 
Intensive Rural Employment Project, as part of a plan to 
link employment with literacy. A large number of 
unskilled, landless labourers have been employed on 
daily wages for constructing schools, link roads and wells 
etc. and at the same time a programme has been drawn 
for imparting functional literacy and skills to them, so 
that they may find continuous employment on Govern
ment projects or in the civil service.

The position in South Africa
Estimates put the number of adult black illiterates in 
South Africa between 35 and 50% of the adult black 
population. However, there is an increasing number of 
children attending school. Figures for males and females 
are approximately the same -  in i960, only 32% of the 
total number of African males passed any school stan
dard as compared to 44% in 1970. In the same years the 
numbers who sat for the examination qualifying them to 
go into secondary education rose from 47 623 to 146 560.

Three years later, in 1973, nearly 75% of all children 
of school age were actually in school. The missing 25% 
is partly due to the high population growth plus the fact 
that children of school age comprise 28% of the total 
Bantu population as compared to 20-22% in developed 
countries.

99% +  Indian children are in schools and an Indian 
Education Act has just decreed that all children who

enrolled in school for the first time in 1973 must stay 
until the end of the educational year in which they reach 
15 years of age.

In spite of these figures, it is estimated that between 
3-4 million semi-illiterates or lapsed literates will have 
reached the labour market by 1980.

There are three organisations devoted to the teaching 
of literacy -  Operation Upgrade, the Bureau of Literacy, 
and Arnold Varty’s Communication in Industry.

Operation Upgrade has a completely comprehensive 
all-round activity. It trains teachers to teach illiterate 
adults and writers to write material for new literate 
adults, using a controlled vocabulary and introducing 
new words gradually. In addition, using a duplicator and 
off-set printing press, it publishes simple books, which it 
subsidises to the time of R7 000 per annum, in English, 
Zulu, Afrikaans, Xhosa, Tswana, Sepede, N. Sotho and 
in a very short time S. Sotho, though unfortunately it 
does not have sufficient resources to meet the demand for 
either teaching or post-course primers. Practical help in 
the preparation of health literature has been given by 
State Health.

The method used to teach literacy is simple. It usually 
takes 50-60 hours tuition to reach a Standard VI level of 
literacy using the key-word system developed by Dr. 
Laubach in the Philippines. The vernacular language is 
learned on the supposition that when a man can read in 
his own language, he will have the confidence to tackle 
another language.

A mere 20% of the annual expenditure is covered by 
fees derived from training courses, and for the rest it has 
to rely on donations and grants mainly from the South 
African Sugar Association and the Durban Corporation.
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The Communication in Industry course for adults has 
been evolved with mines, factories and general industry 
in mind. Therefore the lessons are entirely in English. 
Basic vocabulary and words necessary for industry are 
taught, and only then is a start made on reading and 
writing. The organisation produces teachers’ manuals 
for oral and literacy studies and work and study books, 
which are published at the lowest price possible by 
Shuter and Shooter.

Funds come entirely from the sale of courses 
together with grants from The Sugar Association, 
Anglo-American, De Beers and the Ford Foundation. 
The only government assistance comes from the Human 
Sciences Research Centre, which has developed a 7 year 
Schools English Course. This is an entirely new method 
of teaching, and the final 3 years are still under research.

14 000 pupils passed through the Bureau of Literacy 
in Johannesburg last year. The Bureau stands for the 
right of every individual to become literate first in their 
own language. The ultimate aim is to enable everyone to 
function without difficulty and embarrassment in a 
modern society, so obviously this includes a fairly 
efficient handling of one of the two official languages of 
the country. It also includes basic arithmetic, and the 
Bureau is developing a course to run parallel with the 
reading writing courses.

The simple reading matter used is also educational 
For instance, the following is a passage from “ Learn to 
Read and Write in English” , Book 2. “ Do you know tha 
a little boiled water can help when the baby cries? Boil 
the water and let it cool. Let the baby drink from a clean 
spoon” .

Primers are published in 14 different languages, plus 
all the languages of South West Africa and English and 
Afrikaans, and books are published in Venda and 
Shangaan. Once again there is no direct government 
assistance.

A possible way of world salvation
There is an undoubted statistical connection between 
population increase and a high rate of illiteracy, and it is 
due to the population explosion that the world today 
faces the dangerous problems of substandard economics 
and failing ecology. These problems are currently 
regarded as insoluble, and the world’s scientists are 
constantly warning of a bleak future for mankind. It is 
beyond question that the establishment of universal 
literacy would enormously increase the human resources 
available to deal with these.

The return of investment on literacy is limitless -  
immediate in the case of an adult and enduring in the 
case of a child. It should be on the priority list of all 
developing nations — in fact, education and the ability to 
read and write should be included in the basic rights of 
man. It is cheering that in the mid-nineteen seventies it 
is being increasingly promoted as a public service in the 
interests of general development, though there may still 
be a few ruling parties who find mass illiteracy a political 
advantage.

“ Like all other forms of bondage, illiteracy, the 
enslaving of the mind, must be abolished”  -  Teheran 
Conference 1965.

Operation Upgrade and Am old-V arty Courses are held several 
times a day at Tongaat.

T o p : Progress o f spoken and written words is recorded.
Centre: ‘John walks to the factory’ . Class repeats sentences aloud 
together.
Bottom : Practising words in action by simple play-acting 
sequences.





The Arm oire . . .
The golden grain stinkwood armoire 
in the gallery at Amanzimnyama 
belonged to Sir Alfred (later 
Viscount) Milner, who came out 
from Great Britain in May 1897 as 
Governor of Cape Colony and High 
Commissioner of South Africa.

This armoire was taken back to 
England to his house at Sturry Court 
near Canterbury, and when he died, 
passed to the descendents of his wife, 
the former Lady Cecil. It remained 
in her family till 1967 when her 
grandson, Lord Hardinge of Pens- 
hurst, sold it to Sotheby’s. By great 
good fortune it was brought back to 
South Africa by a firm of Pieter
maritzburg dealers, and became part 
of the Tongaat Collection in July, 
1968.

Basically an armoire is a tall cup
board with doors and drawers, 
usually designed for laying clothes 
and linen at full length. In their 
earliest forms they were plain, heavy, 
massive pieces of furniture, ideally 
suited to the large, prosperous farm
houses. They were later refined by 
a more ornate Huguenot influence 
and the graceful, sophisticated style 
of Chippendale, Hepplewhite and 
Sheraton.

The Milner armoire was most 
probably made before 1781. This 
period was characterised by a 
continued striving for variation and 
richness of decoration. Beautiful 
woods were always available at very 
little cost, and craftsmen were at 
hand with both adequate time and 
skill to exploit their properties to the 
full.

The early plain moulded centre
piece has completely given way to the 
carved Rococo, in this case a cresting 
of flames and foliage. The upper part
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of the arched fielded cupboard doors 
are carved with urns at the bottom 
and sprays of foliage. Even the 
canted comers of the three bombe 
drawers are faced with foliate 
carving.

Typical of the later and very 
elaborate armoire is the desk com
partment concealed in the centre 
division of the top drawer.

The single scroll and paw foot of 
the early armoires has been replaced 
by the claw and ball. This is an 
adaptation of the dragon’s foot 
clutching a pearl that was so popular 
with the original craftsmen of South 
Africa. These were the Malay slaves, 
criminals in their own country, who 
were sent from Batavia by the Coun
cil of 17 at Van Riebeeck’s request.

Entirely made by hand
It is incredible today to consider that 
the only machine used in making the 
Milner armoire was a treadle 
operated or hand-driven lathe. All 
other operations, from the felling of 
the tree to the final finishing was 
done entirely by hand.

Boards and shapes were roughly 
cut to size with a saw and shaped 
with an adze. The joints were cut 
with saws and chisels -  mortice and 
tenon where visible and dovetail for 
the drawers. The grooves into which 
the panels were fitted were cut with a 
wooden rabbet plane.

The frame and panels were

assembled with mallets and the tenon- 
joints pulled up as tightly as possible 
with clamps held in place by handcut 
dowels. Space was left in the grooves 
of the frame to allow for the possi
bility of warping, cracking and 
swelling from the ageing of the wood 
or variation in climatic conditions.

Only after the frame was in place 
were the concealed woodwork and 
fittings added, the former carefully 
held in place with wooden pegs.

The exterior was treated with a 
preservative, most probably linseed 
oil and beeswax, and the beautiful 
golden, almost satinlike gleam, is the 
result of many hours of planing, 
scraping and polishing. Catches, 
locks, handles and escutcheons were 
added just before delivery.

This timeless precision workman
ship is reflected today by the superb 
condition of the armoire. It has 
travelled extensively around South 
Africa, had two sea voyages, spent 
cold years in England, sub-tropical 
ones in Durban, yet drawers, 
cupboards and crest still take apart, 
there is no warping anywhere, and 
drawers and compartments open 
with their original ease.

Hundreds of hours of loving, 
meticulous work went into the 
Milner armoire, but the craftsmen 
of two centuries ago would certainly 
consider it justified if they could see 
the pride of place it has in the 
Tongaat Collection today.

Viscount Milner.

And the man
Sir Alfred, later Viscount Milner, 
played a decisive role in the history 
of South Africa. Trained as a 
barrister he turned to journalism 
when legal work was scarce, and then 
entered politics. He held several 
important positions before Joseph 
Chamberlain appointed him 
Governor of Cape Colony and High 
Commissioner of South Africa in 
1897. This was the most important 
imperial appointment of the time, 
especially since the Jameson Raid 
had destroyed all hopes of peace
fully achieving a South African 
Federation under the British flag.

On his arrival in Cape Town, he 
was given a document stating 
“ Her Majesty’s Government feels the 
old colony is slipping from its 
allegiance”  and his mission became 
to avert this, if at all possible.

Afrikaner nationalism was rising, 
but Milner’s sympathies lay with the 
imperialistic progressive party. He 
was determined that British 
supremacy should be asserted by 
force, as indeed it was when war 
broke out in 1899. He was created a 
baron then a viscount in two 
successive years (1901 and 1902) and 
also became administrator, then 
later governor, of the former 
republics.

Viscount Milner was primarily 
responsible for the post-war settle
ment, and he efficiently and gen
erously resettled the Boers on lands 
and farms. He had far reaching plans 
for large scale immigration of Britons, 
for the Witwatersrand gold mining 
industry, which he thought would 
provide a surplus to stimulate the 
South African economy and for the 
cheap importation of Chinese labour 
for a definite term of duty, ending 
in compulsory repatriation in China. 
The latter aroused violent Afrikaner 
opposition, as did his educational 
schemes, including the compulsory 
teaching and use of English in an 
attempt to wean them out of their 
cultural isolation. All this was meant

Detail of desk compartment.
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to create a favourable political climate 
for a Federal Dominion of British 
South Africa with full internal self 
government and a broad imperial 
federation. To assist him in these 
tasks he recruited a group of bright 
young men to occupy key positions in 
the Transvaal administration. They 
were known as ‘Milner’s Kinder
garten’ and included Patrick Duncan, 
Lionel Curtis, Robert Brand and 
Philip Kerr.

After Viscount Milner’s return 
from South Africa in 1905 he 
remained out of public employment 
till he became a member of Lloyd 
George’s war Cabinet in 1916, closely 
followed by the appointments of 
Secretary of State for War and 
Colonial Secretary.

In 1921 he married Violet, widow 
of Lord Gascoyne-Cecil, whose 
previous husband had spent many 
years in South Africa. Viscount 
Milner died in 1925.

Milner and Rhodes
Sir A. Milner arrived at the Cape at a 
time when Cecil Rhodes had been 
Prime Minister for seven years. 
Rhodes soon resigned, but remained 
the real leader of the British com
munity.

Rhodes’ kist, deedbox and chair 
stand side by side with the Milner 
armoire as valued objects of the 
Tongaat Collection, and it is pleasant 
to think of both men living, and by 
the nature of their jobs socialising in 
the Cape Town of the time -  a city 
with a population of 60 000 with 
28 700 whites, . . . with the first 
street light just erected in Ronde- 
bosch and being fed with current 
supplied by a private plant. . . with 
street paving and waterborne 
sewerage being introduced . . . and 
the horse-drawn trams that ran 
between the town and Green Point, 
Sea Point and Wynberg being re
placed by 32 electric ones.

Milner and Rhodes were united in 
their passionate certainty that the 
British Empire was a power to be 
strengthened for good in the world.

Milner was pedantic, naturally 
cautious, and though fundamentally 
liberal, he never lost sight of political 
expediency. He was, in fact, a true 
politician and civil servant. Rhodes, 
on the other hand, was a progressive 
in every sense of the word. He was a 
bom visionary whose plans were 
conceived on an immense scale. A 
large share of the diamond industry 
was not enough for him, he wanted to 
monopolise it completely. An 
Imperial red southern tip to Africa 
on the map of the world (difficult

though this was proving in practice at 
the time!) was really only the first 
stage of recolouring the entire length 
and breadth of Africa. His subsidiary 
plans at the time were said to include 
the founding of a secret society to 
control the world, and also the highly 
optimistic and somewhat scientifically 
premature daydream to annexe the 
planets for the Empire he so loyally 
served.

“ Men are ruled by their foibles” , 
Milner wrote, “ Rhodes’ foible 
is size” . After threequarters of a 
century with all the additional help 
of hindsight, men’s judgements on 
his qualities still differ as much as 
they did when he dominated the life 
of his day and age. However, now as 
then, there is no disputing the mag
nitude of his personality and its 
impact on the world.

Milner and Rhodes’ paths were 
inextricably crossed. In the public 
sector Rhodes had three main ambi
tions -  the consolidation and develop
ment of Rhodesia both south and 
north of the Zambesi and the 
Bechuanaland Protectorate . . . the 
extension of the railway line and 
telegraph across Africa . . .  the pros
pect of re-entering the political arena 
at the Cape to try and push through 
the policy of Union. In all this his 
success or failure depended on the 
new High Commissioner, Sir Alfred 
Milner.

Both men were exceptionally wary 
of each other, so much so that they 
tried to form impressions of each 
other at second hand. Jameson and 
colleagues called on Milner and 
reported their interviews at length by 
letter to Rhodes. Milner was also 
forming his early impressions from 
the Government or the Cape grape
vine -  Chamberlain wrote warning 
him that he must be perpetually on 
guard, and local Dutch opinion left 
him in no doubt that they were far 
less disposed to forgive Rhodes for 
the Jameson Raid than his English 
supporters gave the impression. 
Milner, however, weighed up all 
evidence in his legal, precise, impar
tial way and quickly realised that 
Rhodes was the most important man 
in South Africa. “ They are all dwarfs 
except Rhodes”  he wrote, and later, 
“ Rhodes’ policy is broadly right, 
and he is the only man big enough 
to carry it out.”

Very soon as more and more details 
of a practical nature came up between 
them for settlement, they appreciated 
that correspondence was no way to 
settle things. The only way was a 
face to face encounter.

They met for the first time on the

Rhodesian veldt. It could have 
been a tricky relationship because 
Milner had been sent from Britain 
almost to take out of Rhodes’ hands 
affairs he could have been said to 
have mis-managed. Yet both men 
put personal feelings aside. United 
by duty, and later by genuine 
friendship, they corresponded freely 
for the remainder of Rhodes’ life. 
Milner writes (perhaps at our 
armoire) “ There is work enough for 
both of us in all conscience” , and 
again “ Of course we may differ here 
and there as to policy. I f  so, I am 
sure we can, in the future as in the 
past, discuss all differences frankly 
and with mutual trust” .

After this historic meeting, Milner 
expressed great surprise at Rhodes’ 
cooperative attitude and Rhodes 
never uttered a word of criticism 
against Milner though he by no 
means got his way on policy disdis- 
cussed. Thus the foundations for a 
working relationship were firmly laid, 
based on joint aims, though Milner 
frequently found Rhodes “ too self- 
willed, too violent, too sanguine and 
in too great a hurry” . He best sum
marised his views by writing “ Rhodes 
is a great developer, but he is not a 
good administrator. Rhodes remains 
not only unbroken by his former 
failure, but also untaught by it” . This 
approach was entirely alien to Milner, 
who was accustomed to taking 
minute detail into account and only 
then evaluating a course of action.

The new constitution for Rhodesia 
which Milner and Chamberlain were 
debating by correspondence in the 
latter half of 1897, was drafted with 
a view to keeping Rhodes in his place. 
The rest of the year was spent in 
hammering out these details, and 
Milner kept Government informed 
of every development, both as 
Prime Minister and friend and 
mouthpiece of Rhodes. Rhodes, in 
fact, was now urging all his political 
followers and others to “ trust Milner 
and the Imperial Government,who 
are our best friends” .

Ill health and finally death removed 
Rhodes. Now Milner found that he 
had been paid, what he considered, 
the supreme compliment. “ As a man 
on whom I can rely to carry out my 
further unwritten desires”  he had 
been named a trustee in Rhodes’ very 
complex will.

For the remainder of his time in 
South Africa, Milner devoted 
himself to the written and unwritten 
political and personal, wishes of his 
colleague Rhodes.
R igh t: Lifesize Bronze Lady with a Jug  
by Ivan Mitford Barberton.

50







Tongaat anthology Master of the African night

The sun hangs low on the hilly west 
Printing long, sharp shadows 
on the darkening hill slopes;
Lone weary boys 
with the trudge of heavy hooves 
Of moaning and drowsy cows 
Villageward turn.

Behind smoky huts 
Fires crackle and pots bubble 
Whilst full breasted girls 
Feed grunting babies to sleep.
Darkness swallows day,
Heaven wakes.
From the dark clouds 
A silver moon stares 
As from the bowels of shadowy huts 
Dark bodies emerge.

Softly, through the night
One hears the boom-didi-boom of drums
At first low and timid,
Then strong and sustained,
Thudding and thumbing urgently,
Filling the night with quivering agitation, 
stirring blood.

A rush of jingling feet,
A clattering wave of clapping hands,
Songs rising to screeching ululations.
As rhythm grips rhythm -  filled muscles
Bodies twirl and writhe
To the swell and ebb of urging drums.

Then fires fade to ashes 
The night chills 
As one by one
The dancers dissolve into night,
Leaving all quiet 
For the cynical owl 
To hoot his goodnight.

In the freezing darkness of the forest 
Mysterious,
Life is just on the wake 
As an angry, malicious, contemptuous roar 
Tears the night like thunder 
Sending the drums to sleep.

Simba -

He stands and looks 
Then cynically yawns,
A burning majesty
In the inky darkness of the night,
Master of the African night.

David Rubadiri

A  quiet lane near Amanzimnyama.
D esign : L are t &  W esseloo, D urban 
P rin tin g : Instacopy Services, D urban





 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Collection Number: A1132  
Collection Name:    Patrick LEWIS Papers, 1949-1987 
 

 
PUBLISHER: 
 
Publisher: Historical Papers Research Archive, University of the Witwatersrand, Johannesburg, South Africa 
Location: Johannesburg 
©2016 

 
 
LEGAL NOTICES: 

 
Copyright Notice: All materials on the Historical Papers website are protected by South African copyright law and 
may not be reproduced, distributed, transmitted, displayed, or otherwise published in any format, without the prior 
written permission of the copyright owner. 
 
Disclaimer and Terms of Use: Provided that you maintain all copyright and other notices contained therein, you 
may download material (one machine readable copy and one print copy per page) for your personal and/or 
educational non-commercial use only. 
 
This collection forms part of a collection, held at the Historical Papers Research Archive, University of the 
Witwatersrand, Johannesburg, South Africa. 

   
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


