
IN THE SUPREME COURT OF SOUTH A FR IC A , 

(TRANSVAAL PROVINCIAL DIVISION.)

THE STATE 

against

NELSON MANDELA and NINE OTHERS.

OPENING ADDRESS.

As the indictm ent a lleg es , and evidence in support 

thereof w ill show, the accu sed  d elibera te ly  and m aliciously- 

plotted and engineered the com m ission  o f acts of v io len ce  

and destruction throughout the country d irected  against the 

offices and hom es o f state and m unicipal o ff ic ia ls , as w ell 

as against a ll lines and m anner o f com m unications.

The planned purpose th ereo f was to bring about in 

the Republic o f  South A fr ica  chaos, d isord er  and turm oil, 

which would be aggravated, accord in g  to their plan, by the 

operation o f thousands o f trained gu errilla  w arfare units 

deployed throughout the country at various vantage points. 

These would be join ed  in the various areas by lo ca l inhabi­

tants, as w ell as sp ecia lly  se lected  m en posted  to such 

areas. Their com bined operations w ere planned to lead 

to confusion, violent in su rrection  and reb ellion , follow ed  

at the appropriate juncture by an arm ed  invasion o f the 

country by m ilita ry  units o f fore ign  p ow ers .

In the m idst o f  the resulting chaos, tu rm oil and 

d isorder it was planned by the accu sed  to set up a P r o "  

v isional R evolutionary G overnm ent to take over the 

adm inistration and con tro l o f this country. E xpert
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evidence w ill be led to show the fearfu l consequences 

which would inevitably have flow ed from  such action , jjj

In the main the accu sed  are  charged with two counts 

of sabotage, in contravention o f Section 21(1) o f A ct No, 76 

of 1962. This section  con sists  o f six  parts , each o f which 

creates the offence o f sabotage, but the State has e lected  

to base its case on only two p a rts . F irs tly , the State 

alleges that the a ccu sed , together with the other person s 

and associations named in the indictm ent, actually  

committed wrongful and w ilfu l a cts , nam ely -

(i) the recru itm en t o f p erson s for  instruction  

and training, both within and outside the 

R epublic o f South A fr ica , in

(a) the preparation , m anufacture and use o f 

exp losives -  fo r  the purpose o f com m it­

ting acts o f v io len ce and destruction  in 

the a foresa id  R epublic, and

(b) the art o f w arfare , including gu errilla  

w arfare , and m ilita ry  training gen era lly

-  for  the purpose o f  causing a violent 

revolution  in the a foresa id  R epublic, and

(ii) the acts o f v io len ce  and destruction  p a rti­

cu lar ised  and num bered 40 to 193 in 

A nnexure " B " ,  attached to the indictm ent.

Secondly, the State a lleges that the a ccu sed , together with 

the same person s and associa tion s  re fe rre d  to above, 

conspired to aid o r  p rocu re  the com m ission  o f or co 

com m it the follow ing w rongful and w ilful a cts , nam ely -

(i) the further recru itm ent o f p erson s for

instruction  and training, both within and 

outside the R epublic o f South A fr ica , in
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the preparation , m anufacture and use o f 

exp losives -  fo r  the purpose o f com m it­

ting acts o f v io len ce  and destruction  in 

the a foresa id  R epublic, and

the art o f w arfare , including gu errilla  

w a r fa ^ , and m ilita ry  training gen era lly

- for  the purpose o f causing a violent 

revolution  in the a foresa id  R epublic,

further acts o f v io len ce  and destruction  o f 

the nature d escrib ed  in Annexure " B " , 

attached to the indictm ent,

acts o f gu errilla  w arfare in the a foresa id  

R epublic,

acts o f a ssistan ce  to m ilitary  units o f fore ign  

countries when invading the a foresa id  R e ­

public, and

(v) acts o f participation  in a violent revolution 

in the a foresa id  Republic*

COUNT 1 .

The evidence on this count, including the background 

thereto, w ill be b r ie fly  as fo llow s .

By the latter half o f 1961 the AFRICAN NATIONAL 

CONGRESS had decided  to em bark upon a p o licy  o f v io lence 

and destruction, -  a p o licy  o f sabotage, -  in ord er  to 

achieve their p o litica l a im s and ob je ct iv es . F or this pu r­

pose they form ed  the UMKONTO WE SIZWE (The SPEAR 

OF THE NATION), often abbreviated as the which

was to be the m ilitary  wing o f the AFRICAN NATIONAL 

CONGRESS, This organisation  was recru ited  from  

follow ers who w ere prepared , whatever the odds, to die

(a )

(b)

(ii)

(iii)

(iv)
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if necessary in the execution of the acts o f v io lence and 

destruction. The UMKONTO WE SIZWE placed  itse lf under 

the political guidance o f the NATIONAL LIBERATION COM ­

MITTEE and the NATIO N AL EXECUTIVE o f such COM­

MITTEE, representative o f a ll the banned organisations in 

this country, including, in p articu lar, the AFRICAN 

NATIONAL CONGRESS and the SOUTH AFRICAN COM­

MUNIST PARTY, but for  its con tro l and d irection  the 

UMKONTO WE SIZ WE p laced  its e lf  under the so -ca lle d  

NATIONAL HIGH C OMMAND.

These organ isations, having been banned, decided 

to go underground, for  which purpose it was absolutely  

necessary to obtain suitably secluded p rem ises  from  which 

to direct their underground a ctiv it ie s . MICHAEL HARMEL, 

a communist, using the fictitiou s name o f Jacobson, ap­

proached an estate agent for  just such p rem ises , adding 

that he needed it for  his b ro th er -in -la w  who was a sick  p e r ­

son and needed peace and quiet. Eventually, a fter re jectin g  

a number o f houses because they w ere too near neighbours, 

suitably secluded p rem ises  w ere found in July 1961 at 

Rivonia, a large house with suitable outbuildings, standing 

in spacious grounds o f m ore  than tw enty-eight a cre s , fo r  

which the owner, a M r. F Y F F E , wanted R32, 000. E ven­

tually, a purchase p r ice  o f R25, 000 was agreed  upon,

R10, 000 to be paid forthwith and the balance o f R15, 000 in 

three equal instalm ents o f R5, 000 each. The b ro th e r -in - 

law in question was VIVIAN EZRA who was neither sick  nor 

in need o f peace and quiet. M oreover, he was not in a 

financial position  to buy any house let alone a house for 

R25, 000'.

N evertheless, the house at R ivonia was osten sib ly  

bought in August 1961 by VIVIAN EZR A  acting as trustee 

for a company to be form ed  and styled NAVIAN (PTY ) 

LIMITED, the d ire cto rs  being VIVIAN EZR A  and HAROLD



WOLPE, another nam ed com m unist and a partner o f 

JAMES KANTGR. In satisfaction  o f the requ isite  initial 

deposit of RIO, 000, KANTOR'S o ffice  paid over a cheque 

for R2, 500 and secu red  a banker's guarantee for  the 

balance of R7, 500. T h ereafter, how ever, the reg istration  

of the company and a ll work incidental to the purchase o f 

the property was tra n sferred  to another city  attorney and 

im m ediately the name o f V^OLPE as a d irector  was su bsti­

tuted by that o f a lady c le rk  in the new attorn ey 's  o ffice .

Yet all payments in resp ect o f the purchase both o f the 

Rivonia house and the furniture therein , and a ll the pay­

ments on account o f fees and d isbursem ents with regard  to 

the registration  o f the com pany, as w ell as paym ent o f 

other incidental expenses, purporting to be made by E ZR A , 

mostly in cash, w ere channelled through KANTOR'S o ffice . 

M oreover, a ll the orig in a l rece ip ts  in favour o f EZR A  w ere 

retained in KANTOR'S o ff ic e . The devious paths o f the 

various financial transactions, to which JULIUS FIRST was 

an important party, w ill be detailed in evidence.

The Rivonia p rop erty  was purported to be let to 

ARTHUR JOSEPH GOLDREICH at a nom inal rental o f R100 

per month with e ffect from  D ecem ber 1961, but the accounts 

of EZRA do not d isc lo se  what m oney, i f  any, GOLDREICH 

actually paid over as rent. Until then GOLDREICH was 

staying in a house at Parktown which was em inently suitable 

for his wife and ch ildren : the Rivonia house was m ost

certainly not so suitable for  them . In any event, the e v i­

dence to be led w ill show that the p roperty  at Rivonia was 

purchased to serve  as the headquarters and base o f the 

banned organisation s , which had gone underground, and o f 

the newly established NATIONAL HIGH COMMAND.

The house was in the main occu p ied  by GOLDREICH, 

his wife and two ch ildren . They em ployed both indoor and 

outdoor Bantu staff, and in o rd er  both to ensure and protect
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the security and s e c r e c y  o f the headquarters, sp ecia l p r e ­

cautions were taken to see that the re fe ren ce  books o f their 

Bantu staff were in p erfect  o rd e r , and, with the sam e ob ject 

in view, as w ell as to give the outward appearance that the 

huge grounds w ere being used fo r  legitim ate and innocent 

farming purposes, the Bantu staff w ere requ ired  regu larly  

to sell the produce o f the land to the neighbours in the v ic i ­

nity and even to the staff o f the lo ca l P o lice  station.

The outbuildings w ere occu p ied , am ongst oth ers, by 

NELSON MANDELA, who went under the assum ed name o f 

David, WALTER SISULU, who likew ise  assum ed another 

name - Allah, and AHMED MOHAMMED KATHRADA, who 

followed suit with the name o f P ed ro . The further r e s i ­

dents included GOVAN MBEKI, a named com m unist and a lso
■ * * : -------------------------------------------------------------

known as Dhlamini, and RAYMOND MAH LA BA . Frequent

regular v isitors to the Rivonia house w ere DENNIS GOLD­

BERG, who went one step further and had two fictitious 

names, namely, W illiam s and Barnard, LIONEL BERN­

STEIN - a named com m unist, HAROLD WOLPE, JOE 

SLOVO - another named com m unist, and MICHAEL HARMEL

- also a named com m unist. P articu lars o f a ll the v is itors  

will be led in evidence.

The evidence, both ora l and docum entary, w ill show 

that Rivonia was the fo ca l point o f the AFRICAN NATIONAL 

CONGRESS and the COMMUNIST PA RTY OF SOUTH AFRICA, 

also known as the SOUTH AFRICAN COMMUNIST PARTY, 

and that it was the seat o f the NATIONAL HIGH COMMAND. 

The leaders thereof adopted the s o -ca lle d  M -plan (the 

Mandela plan) which provided  for a central authority at 

Rivonia and regional as w ell as su b -reg ion al com m ittees 

throughout the country. The plan incorporated  the ce ll 

system of the Comm unist Party and extraordinary steps 

were taken to ensure the utm ost se c r e cy  in every  possib le  

way, from  the hum blest street steward and ce ll leader to
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the leaders at Rivonia* The evidence w ill revea l that it 

was well-nigh im p ossib le  to make d irect Contact with the 

leaders at R ivonia or  even to get to R ivonia except through 

the agency of a co u r ie r .

The UMKONTO WE SIZWE, the m ilita ry  wing of the 

AFRICAN NATIONAL CONGRESS, which was now dedicated 

to a campaign o f sabotage, v io len ce  and w arfare, was 

planned on a m ilita ry  b a sis , details o f which w ill be led in 

evidence. Indeed, an expert from  the SOUTH AFRICAN 

DEFENCE FORCE w ill be ca lled  to testify  with regard  to 

several docum ents found by the P o lice  in the cou rse  o f their 

raids, in order to show how accu rate , detailed and thorough 

was the planning o f this organisation  on a s tr ictly  m ilitary  

basis.

The NATIONAL HIGH COMMAND at R ivonia issued  

its advices, d irectives  and instructions both in w riting, 

usually in cryp tic form , and by way o f mouth, a ll of which 

clearly revealed  the new p o licy  o f sabotage, v io lence and 

destruction that was em barked upon. There was even 

established at R ivonia a com plete radio transm itting set, 

known as the FREEDOM  RADIO, from  which WALTER 

SISULU broadcast a m essage to his fo llow ers  and sym pa- 

thisers after having been introduced by GOVAN MBEKI.

A tape recording th ereof was found at Rivonia, as w ell as 

a typed transcript o f the text§ awdwAet¥o c afco A l-ex»»4er 

Hepple, a . - w i t n e s , was e x p ress ly  asked  to ' 

l is t e n in t o th e  broadcast on the night in  question and did, 

i—1<— tn rtiM'mi?n Full details of the a ssem bly  and erection

of this radio transm itter and the part that LIONEL BERN- 

STEIN played therein , as a lso  evidence o f the finding o f 

the various com ponent parts o f the radio transm itter, w ill 

be placed before  the C ourt, a s w ell as evidence o f an 

earlier broadcast by NELSON M ANDELA.



- 8 -

It was from  Rivonia that the new p o licy  of sabotage, 

violence and destruction  was planned, engineered and 

directed. F or this purpose the accu sed  fu lly  prepared  

themselves with books and other literature dealing with the 

preparation and m anufacture o f exp losives and the use th ere ­

of. Explosive experts w ill be ca lled  and w ill say that the 

formulae used by the accu sed  w ere ch em ica lly  c o r r e c t  and, 

indeed, produced an explosive  which was in som e resp ects  

more effective than the a rt ic le  com m erc ia lly  m anufactured 

at the recognised  dynam ite fa c to r ie s . The books and 

literature in question, as a lso  the form ulae used, w ill be 

tendered in evidence.

The extent to which the NATIONAL HIGH COMMAND 

plotted their p o licy  o f sabotage, v io len ce  and destruction  

throughout the country can be gauged from  their "production  

requirem ents" -  a p rogram m e which they planned to com-_ 

plete j n  six months^. These w ere their requ irem ents:

(i) 210, 000 hand grenades,

(ii) 48, 000 an ti-person n el m ines,

(iii) 1, 500 tim e d ev ices (for bom bs),

(iv) 144 tons o f am m onium  nitrate,

(v) 21 .6  tons o f alum inium  pow der and

(vi) 15 tons o f  black pow der.

Without taking into account the exp losives and de­

tonators which the m em bers of the sabotage squads through­

out the country w ere enjoined by their lea d ers  to steal from  

explosive m agazines and various m ines, the experts w ill 

say that the aforem entioned  "production  requ irem en ts" con ­

stituted sufficient to blow  up a town as extensive as 

JohannesburgI
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These "w holesale  m anufacturers ’ planned the p r o ­

duction of at least seven different types o f exp losives :

(i) 48, 000 an ti-person n el m ines, a lso  known as

land m in es, each filled  with five pounds o f 

dynam ite. A sam ple o f this mine was 

found at R ivonia and w ill be produced as an 

exhibit.

(ii) 210, 000 hand grenades, each filled  with a

quarter-pound o f dynamite;

(iii) p etro l bom bs;

(iv) pipe bom bs;

(v) syringe bom bs;

therm ite bom bs and

(vii) bottle bom bs, a lso  re fe rre d  to as "M olotov

co ck ta ils " .

With a view  to giving the Court an accurate  account 

of how each type of bom b is m ade up, exactly  accord in g  to 

the form ulae and ingredients used by the accu sed , what the 

finished a rtic le  looks like and how it w orks, and, above a ll, 

in order to give the Court an accurate  p icture o f the d estru c­

tive and devastating effect o f these various bom bs, a film  

thereof, com plete with a sound tract, has been m ade and 

with the C ourt's indulgence and p erm iss ion  w ill be shown to 

the Court, The sound track w ill include a running and ex ­

planatory com m entary by explosive experts , both from  the 

A rm y and the E xp losives Departm ent, who w ill a lso  in p e r ­

son give evidence in due co u rse . This film  w ill have the 

effect of con siderab ly  curtailing the evidence o f  many w it­

nesses and, m ore  im portant still, w ill lead to the desirab le  

result o f making such evidence a ll the m ore  in tellig ib le  to 

laymen in the fie ld  o f ex p los iv es .
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The extent to which the NATIONAL HIGH COMMAND 

plotted their p o licy  o f sabotage, v io lence and destruction  is  

further dem onstrated by the areas and the targets that the 

accused had in m ind. They planned to cov er  p ra ctica lly  the 

whole Republic o f South A fr ica . At R ivonia alone one hun­

dred and six  m aps o f the country were found with the p r o ­

posed targets dem arcated  thereon, these including, inter 

alia, police stations, post o ffice s , bantu adm inistration 

offices, both state and m unicipal, the hom es o f bantu p o lic e ­

men and bantu adm in istra tors, e le c tr ic  pow er stations and 

lines, pylons, railw ay lines and signal boxes, as w ell as 

telephone lines and ca b les .

Of cou rse , the execution o f this plot requ ired  human 

agency. The arch itects  o f the preparation , m anufacture and 

the use of explosives w ere ARTHUR JOSEPH GOLDREICH, 

DENNIS GOLDBERG, PERCY JOHN HODGSON -  a nam ed 

Communist; and HAROLD STRACHAN. The latter two went 

on extensive tours into the country in o rd er  to teach and 

train picked m en, who w ere to be p laced  in charge o f lo ca l 

so -ca lled  technical com m ittees, in the art o f preparing and 

manufacturing exp los iv es , as w ell as in the use th ereof.

The men in charge o f  these technica l com m ittees in turn 

taught and trained the m em bers o f their com m ittees, and so 

the instruction was passed  on.

But a ll this was far from  sufficient for  the ultim ate 

purpose and goal that the accu sed  had in m ind, and so, 

throughout the country, the accu sed  em barked upon an ex ­

tensive recruiting cam paign among young bantu fo r  tra ilin g  

in sabotage and gu errilla  w arfare . Young bantu m ales, 

who were suitably qualified , w ere approached for  v-his p u r­

pose and encouraged a ccord in g ly . Some w ere openly told 

that the idea was to send them  out of the R epublic for 

m ilitary training, in o rd er  to prepare them  for  the war to 

be fought in due cou rse  against the white man in this



country; others were asked whether they would like to go j 

to Northern A fr ica  on "s ch o la r s h ip s " , but a ll w ere told not 

to tell their parents or re la tives : they w ere sim ply to

leave home without any warning. And so , in this m anner, 

numerous young bantu m ales w ere recru ited , taken away 

from their hom es without the knowledge o f their parents or 

relatives and sent a cro ss  the b ord er in sm all batches under 

the leadership o f trusted  agents and servants o f the a ccu sed . 

The recru its w ere given fa lse  nam es and ad d resses and 

prepared in advance with various fa lse  excuses that they 

were to give to the South A fr ica n  P o lice  should they be 

stopped en route. Several escape routes w ere used and 

maps showing som e of such routes w ere found by the P o lice  

in the cottage at Mountain View and w ill be produced in 

evidence. In this recru iting  cam paign ELIAS MATSOALEDI,

a most prom inent part, the details w hereof w ill be p laced  

before the Court, Once a cro ss  the bord er a irlifts  w ere 

arranged fo r  the recru its  at a cost o f R30, 000 per p lane­

load of tw enty-eight or le s s . The firs t  stop for  these r e ­

cruits was TANGANYIKA and from  there they w ere sent to 

various coun tries, including ALGERIA, EGYPT and 

ETHIOPIA, w here they rece ived  extensive m ilita ry  training, 

especially  in sabotage and gu errilla  w arfare . Details 

thereof w ill be revea led  in evidence by som e of  the r e c r uits 

them selves, supported by som e ofjthe m en who transported  

them to the b ord er .

A sp ecia l sch ool fo r  the in itial training of young 

bantu recru its  was a lso  held at M am re, in the d istr ict  o f 

Darling, Cape, run by and in charge o f DENNIS GOLDBERG, 

who requ ired  the recru its  to ca ll him  "C om rad e C om m a- 

dant". Another leading figure at the sch oo l, and indeed in

Cape Town, was LOOKSMART SAULWANDLE NGUDLE. $  (N  C ./£.

At the cam p he was ca lled  "C om rad e Sergeant". He was 

also the leader o f  the Cape Town branch o f the UMKONTO 

WE WIZWE organisation  respon sib le  fo r  the acts o f
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violence and destruction  com m itted  in Cape Town. On 

arrest he was found in p ossess ion  o f a quantity o f exp losives 

and a firearm .

Although the acts o f v io len ce  and destruction  w ere 

committed from  about August 1961, the fir s t  o f such acts on 

a grand scale were com m itted  during the night o f the 16th/17th 

December 1961, when a se r ie s  o f violent explosions w ere 

perpetrated throughout the country. The State w ill show that 

thejtccused and the other persons named in the indictm ent 

gloated over this and even brought out a sp ecia l p oster in the 

name of the UMKONTO WE SIZWE in ord er  to m ark the sp e - 

cial occasion . This p oster w ill be produced  as an exhibit. 

Thereafter, further acts o f v io len ce and destruction  w ere 

at regular intervals perpetrated  throughout the country.

The attacks were not only confined to the targets m entioned 

earlier, but a lso  included a m oving passenger train packed 

with p assengers. D etails o f these acts have been furnished 

in Annexure "B "  to the indictm ent, and a ll w ill be covered  in 

evidence. The whole purpose o f  th is, the firs t  stage o f their 

campaign, was to produce chaos, d isord er  and turm oil and 

so pave the way for  the second  stage o f  their cam paign.

COUNT II.

The second  stage o f the cam paign relates to the con ­

spiracy entered into by the a ccu sed , together with the other 

persons and a ssocia tion s nam ed in the indictm ent, w hereby 

they conspired  to aid or  p rocu re  the com m ission  of or to 

commit the follow ing w rongful and w ilful a cts , nam ely -

(i) the further recru itm ent o f p erson s for  in ­

struction  and training, both within and out­

side the R epublic o f South A fr ica , in



(a) the preparation , m anufacture and use o f 

exp losives -  fo r  the purpose o f com m it­

ting acts o f v io lence and destruction  in 

the a foresa id  R epublic, and

(b) the art o f w arfare, including g u errilla  

w arfare, and m ilita ry  training genera lly

-  fo r  the purpose o f causing a violent 

revolution  in the a foresa id  R epublic, and

(ii) further acts o f v io len ce and destruction  o f 

the nature d escrib ed  in Annexure "B " , 

attached to the indictm ent,

but, in addition, the con sp iracy  in corporated  the plotting 

and waging o f gu errilla  w arfare, fo r  which purpose the 

accused once again fu lly  and thoroughly p repared  them selves 

by studying in great detail the ta ctics  o f gu errilla  w arfare 

as waged in ALGERIA, CHINA, CUBA and other cou n tries. 

What they so learned  they passed  on to their trusted sup­

porters. The various textbooks, a r t ic le s  and literature 

used for that purpose w ill a ll be p laced  be fore  this Court.

U
F or this purpose, too, the accu sed  planned to use the 

recruits who w ere sent up north and who, in addition to their 

training in sabotage, v io len ce  and destruction , w ere sp ecia lly  

trained in the ta ctics  o f gu err illa  w a rfare . Thousands o f 

guerilla units w ere to be deployed throughout the country in 

the m ost advantageous reg ion s, and at the appropriate 

moment they w ere to be join ed  by lo ca l su p p orters. This 

was the task o f the UMKONTO WE SIZWE, the m ilitary  wing 

of the AFRICAN NATIONAL CONGRESS, who recru ited  m en 

who were prepared  to s a cr ifice  their lives in the battle to 

be waged against the white man in this country. A ll this, 

as planned in the term s o f the con sp iracy , would accentuate 

a state o f chaos, d isord er  and tu rm oil and so fa c ilitate acts 

of assistance to m ilita ry  units o f fore ign  countries when
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invading the Republic o f South A fr ica , as w ell as acts o f 

participation in a violent revolution  in the R epublic, In 

this com prehensive task that the accu sed  set them selves 

they were p rom ised  m ilitary  and financial aid from  sev era l 

A frican states and even by countries a cro ss  the sea s . !f In 

support h ereof the State w ill tender in evidence a number 

of documents, c le a r ly  identifiable, including two m ost im - 

portant and lengthy docum ents in the handwriting of 

NELSON MADNELA, who travelled  extensively  over the 

African continent and further a fie ld  and held im portant talks 

with leaders o f A frican  and European states, who w ill be 

named in evidence in due co u rse .

It was obvious that the accu sed  had to prepare not 

only for the w holesale m anufacture o f exp los ives , but a lso  

for the m anufacture and supply o f a la rge  quantity o f arm s 

and weapons. This was to be done m ainly on another p r o ­

perty a lso purchased fo r  the organisation  -  one which was 

as secluded and o ff the beaten track  as the Rivonia p roperty .

This p roperty , seven and a half a cre s  in extent, was 

situated at TRAVALLYN  in the d is tr ict  o f KRUGERSDORP, 

and was purchased in June 1963 fo r  the sum o f R8, 500 by 

DENNIS GOLDBERG, who, on this o cca s ion , used the name 

of Barnard. The term s o f the deed o f sale provided  fo r  a 

deposit of R500, which was paid in cash on 19th June, 1963, 

and thereafter a m onthly payment o f  R56 with e ffect from  

15th July, 1963. The m ysterious circu m stan ces surround­

ing the purchase o f this p roperty , and its eventual occu p a ­

tion, including the re fu sa l by GOLDBERG to accept the 

agent's suggestion and assuran ce that the se lle r  would 

accept a low er purchase p r ice , w ill be related  in evidence.

On this p rop erty  the accu sed  decided to erect a 

workshop fo r  the organisation  fo r  which fu ll and detailed 

plans were drawn and extensive preparations made for



"workshop equipm ent", including p rov is ion  for  "w ood w ork ­

ing", "m etal w orking", " e le c t r ic "  and other "sp e c ia l"  s e r ­

vices. P rov ision  was even made for  a large "cupola  suit­

able for melting iron  and s te e l" . Indeed, so thorough w ere 

the preparations for  this p ro je ct  that detailed p rov is ion s 

were also made fo r  "furn iture and equipment fo r  p erson n e l". 

Here, too, details w ill be furnished in the cou rse  o f the 

State case.

It may be appropriate to m ention at this stage that 

the accused a lso  h ired  a cottage hidden behind a house b e ­

longing to a M r. and M rs . KREEL o f MOUNTAIN VIEW.

This house was at tim es occu p ied  by GOLDBERG, but again 

under an assum ed nam e, and at tim es by KATHRADA, a lso  

under an assum ed nam e. This secluded cottage was, inter 

alia, used for  typing num erous AFRICAN NATIONAL CON­

GRESS and COMMUNIST PA R TY docum ents which, follow ing 

upon the P olice  ra id  at R ivonia on the 11th July, 1963, w ere 

carried out in cartons, p laced  in  a large hole in the garden
....masssssassssamm^ " . -  —  — ——

specially dug for  that purpose and thereafter set alight. At 

this cottage too GOLDBERG kept his car which was used in 

the serv ice  of the NATIONAL HIGH COMMAND and, in c i­

dentally, a duplicate set o f keys to this cottage was found at 

Rivonia.

By means o f, and as a resu lt of, the num erous acts 

of violence and destruction , coupled with the w idespread 

activities o f the gu errilla  w arfare units, and follow ing upon 

the planned in su rrection  which would in turn lead  to an 

armed invasion of, and a violent revolution  in, this country, 

the accused hoped that the R epublic o f  South A fr ica  would 

find itse lf in a chaotic condition with w idespread  d isord er 

and turm oil, and as a resu lt o f which the accu sed  further 

hoped thereby to bring the present Governm ent to its knees 

and thus v io lently  overthrow  it. In these conditions and 

circum stances the accu sed , in the final stage o f the second
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phase of their cam paign, planned to set up a P rov is ion a l 

Revolutionary G overnm ent to take over the adm inistration 

and control o f this country.

COUNT III.

Thirdly, the accu sed  are  charged with contravening 

Section 11(a), read with Sections 1 and 12, o f A ct No. 44 o f 

1950, as am ended. The evidence that the State w ill lead 

on this count w ill revea l not only that the AFRICAN 

NATIONAL CONGRESS and the SOUTH AFRICAN COM­

MUNIST PARTY w orked in c lo se  unison, but a lso  that the
— tsssmrn Trasnifr

form £r_was_com pl^tely dom inated by the la tter . In fact, 

the aims and ob jects  o f  the AFRICAN NATIONAL CONGRESS 

were the aim s and ob jects  o f  the SOUTH AFRICAN COM­

MUNIST PA R TY , A ccord in g  to som e o f the docum ents I 
found MOSCOW had p rom ised  the accu sed  ev ery  sort and 

manner of assistan ce  in their cam paign, but its co -op era tion  

and involvem ent was not to be revea led  or made public p r o ­

perty because o f p o ss ib le international rep ercu ss ion s , and 

in keeping herew ith, both ARTHUR GOLDREICH and 

NELSON MANDELA enjoined their con federates to ensure j
that it did not com e to the ears o f the rank and file  o f the j

people, and so in turn to the W estern P ow ers , that behind 

the accused  stood the vast com m unistic m achine and o rg a ­

nisation with a ll its m anifold avenues o f co -op era tion  and 

assistance. In support o f the foregoing a num ber of d ocu -
' "■■ITT-TSiiM---- 5

ments, some o f them in the handwriting o f GOLDREICH 

and MANDELA, which w ere found at Rivonia and Travallyn 

will be p laced  b e fore  the C ourt, In propagating the aim s 

and ob jects o f  the AFRICAN NATIONAL CONGRESS, p lo t­

ting their cam paign in support th ereof, and executing the 

planned acts o f v io len ce  and destruction  which w ere actually  

com m itted, as p articu larised  in Count I above, and which 

the accused  con sp ired  yet to com m it, as particu larised  in 

Count II above, and a ll o f which sought the im plem entation
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of those aim s and ob je cts , the accu sed  did, in the sub­

m ission o f the State, com m it acts and con sp ire  to com m it 

additional acts which w ere calcu lated  to further the a ch iev e ­

ment of one or  m ore  or a ll o f the ob jects  o f Com m unism  as 

defined in Section 1 o f A ct N o. 44 o f 1950, as am ended, in 

that such conduct aim ed at bringing about p o litica l, indus­

trial, socia l and econ om ic changes o f a revolutionary  

nature in the R epublic o f South A fr ica  by the prom otion  o f 

disturbance and d iso rd e r .

COUNT IV.

Fourthly and finally , the a ccu sed  are  charged  with 

contravening Section 3(1 )(b), read with Section 2, of A ct 

No. 8 of 1953, as am ended. The evidence on this count 

will d isclose  that the cou rse  o f conduct which the accu sed  

embarked upon, as detailed in Counts I, II and III and out­

lined above, c le a r ly  involved the n ecess ity  o f budgeting for  

an incom e com m ensurate with the expenditure that their 

campaign entailed, The m em bersh ip  subscription  o f  25 

cents per month, which the m em bers of the AFRICAN 

NATIONAL CONGRESS w ere requ ired  to pay, was inade­

quate for  the p u rpose. Consequently, it becam e im p era ­

tive that donations should be so lic ited , and these w ere in 

fact accepted  and re ce ived , from  p erson s and bodies o f 

persons who w ere sym pathisers and supporters, both from  

within and outside the R epublic o f South A fr ica , in o rd er  to 

help the accu sed  m eet the expenditure involved  in the fu r ­

therance o f their cam paign. Large sum s o f m oney, v a ry - 

ing from  R4, 000 to R240, 000, w ere p rom ised , accepted  

and rece ived  from  such sym pathisers and su pporters, not 

only from  within South A fr ica , but a lso  from  sym pathisers 

and supporters in severa l A frica n  states such as ALGERIA, 

ETHIOPIA, LIBERIA, NIGERIA and TUNISIA, as a lso  from  

sym pathisers and supporters in other cou n tries.
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A portion  o f this m oney was sent to OLIVER TAMBO 

in London, but m uch was spent in the Republic o f South A fr ica  

in order to help them  defray  their ev er-in crea s in g  lo ca l ex ­

penditure b ill, A sum of m oney amounting to over R50, 000 

was channelled through the o ffice s  o f KANTOR & PARTNERS, 

Details surrounding the rece ip t o f these m on ies, and the 

paying out th ereof, w ill be led in evidence, as a lso  o f the 

finding o f an appreciab le  amount in cash  in a safe concealed  

behind a se cre t door in the R ivonia p rop erty . Evidence w ill 

also be led to show how the m onies both co lle cted  in this 

country and re ce iv ed  from  abroad w ere utilised  fo r  the p u r­

pose of enabling o r  assisting  the a ccu sed  in the com m ission  

of the o ffen ces , such as are detailed in Counts I, II and III 

above, in support o f  their cam paign which was planned and 

envisaged in term s of their com m on purpose and con sp iracy , 

as outlined above, and which was d irected  against such laws 

of the R epublic o f South A fr ica  as would have been a ffected  by 

the p olitica l, industrial, so c ia l and econ om ic changes that 

were contem plated by the a ccu sed .

Evidence w ill be led  o f P o lice  raids at R ivonia on the 

11th July, 1963, at T ravallyn  on the 7th August, 1963, and 

at Mountain View on the 5th Septem ber, 1963. The P o lice  

will relate who they found at R ivonia, under what c ir cu m ­

stances and, in particu lar, how som e o f the accu sed  w ere 

disguised beyond recogn ition . They w ill a lso  te ll o f the 

finding, inter alia , of typew riters, roneo m achines, radio 

transm itter p arts , stationery and a number o f docum ents, 

particu larly  at R ivonia and T ravallyn . A se lection  has been 

made o f the m ore  im portant docum ents, many in the hand­

writing of sev era l o f  the a ccu sed  and others named in  the 

indictm ent, and upon which the case  for  the State w ill be 

based together with the ora l testim ony from  about two hun­

dred w itnesses.



)/
In conclusion , there rem ains only to be said that the 

aforem entioned docum ents and w itnesses w ill revea l to the 

Court that the accu sed , together with the other persons and 

associations nam ed in the indictm ent, had so planned their 

campaign that the present year -  1963 -  was to be the year 

of their liberation  from  the s o -ca lle d  yoke o f  the white man’ s 

domination.
If
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