


“ The length of the term of 

slavery depends largely on 

the oppressed themselves, 

and not 011 the oppressor.”

Chief Albert Luhili, President- 
General of the African National 
Congress, in his presidential 
address to the 45th annual con
ference of the A .N .C ., at O r
lando in Johannesburg in De

cember 1957.



The Congress Calendar

Anniversary of the Founding of the A .N .C . January 8
Afro-Asian D a y .............................................................. ................. A p ril 24
Africa Freedom D a y ................................................................ .......  April 15
(Decision taken a t the Accra Conference 
by the 8 independent A frican states.)

May D a y ....................... ................................................... . .............. . M ay I

National Protest D a y ............................................................... ........  June 26
South A frican Women's Day ....................................................... August 9

Declaration o f Human Rights Day ....................................  December 10

The Congress Flag

The Congress flag  represents the people (the black); the land and 

rolling veld (the green); and the gleaming wealth o f the country (the 

gold).

The Congress Salute

A dopted in June 1949 the Congress salute is the righ t hand clenched 

with the thumb upraised. It represents the unity o f the people o f
A frica .

The Congress Anthems
N K O S I SIKELEL' i A F R IK A

Nlcosi silcelel' i A fr ik a . 
M a luphakany is ' u phondo  Iwayo, 
Y iva nem ithandazo  ye thu , 
Nlcosi sikele la , N kosi s ikele la . M o ren a  boloka sechaba sa heso. 

O  fe lise  lin to a  le m atshoen teho

M O R E N A  B O L O K A .

M orena  boloka sechaba sa heso. 

O  fe lise  lin to a  le m atshoenyeho.

chorus:
Yiza M o y a ;
Yiza M o ya , Yiza M o ya . O  sebo loke M o ren a .

O  seboloke.

O  seboloke sechaba.

O  seboloke.

U sisikele le, th in a  lusapho Iwakho. Sechaba sa heso. Sechaba sa heso.



Some Facts From Our 
History 1 9 1 2 = 1 0 5 8

X he African National Congress was founded on January 8, 1912 as a 
Union of all the African organisations which had existed in the four 

colonies before Union in 1910. The Congress is therefore one of the 
oldest political organisations in our country.

P rio r  to  th e  fo u n d a tio n  of th e  

A fric a n  N a tio n a l C o n g ress th e re  

h a d  b een  o rg a n isa tio n s  w h ich  h a d  

in  one w a y  o r a n o th e r  a tte m p te d  

to  p u t  fo rw a rd  th e  view s, d em an d s 

a n d  a s p ira tio n s  of th e  A fric a n  

people. B u t th e s e  o rg a n isa tio n s  

d iffe re d  fro m  th e  A fric a n  N a tio n a l 
C o n g ress in  th a t  th e y  e ith e r  h a d  a  

tr ib a l b a s is  o r  co n fin ed  th e ir  a re a  

o f a c tiv ity  to  a  p a r t ic u la r  d is tr ic t  

o r  province.

P ro m  its  in cep tio n  th e  A .N .C. 

s e t  o u t to  achiev e th e  U N IT Y  O F 

ALL, A F R IC A N  T R IB E S  IN T O  A 
S IN G L E  N A T IO N . It strove for  

the end of all discriminatory legis

lation; and to  win complete equal

ity of Africans with other national 

groups in the  political, social and 

economic spheres.

EARLY FO UNDERS

A m o n g  th e  fo u n d e rs  an d  e a rly  
le a d e rs  o f C o n g ress w ho g a th e re d  

a t  B loem fontein  in  1912 w e re  to  be 

fo u n d  D r. J o h n  D ube, M r. Sol. T. 

P la a tje ,  D r. P . K a  I .  Sem e. T hese 

w ere  e lec ted  P re s id e n t-G e n e ra l, 

S e c re ta ry -G e n e ra l a n d  T re a s u re r-  

G en era l re sp e c tiv e ly  of C ongress.

T h e  C o n g ress did  n o t im m e d ia te 

ly  a d o p t a  c o n stitu tio n  b u t a p p o in t

ed a  co m m ittee  to  d r a f t  one. T his

w o rk  w a s  only  co m p leted  fiv e  
y e a rs  la te r  w h en  C o n g ress a d o p ted  

th e  c o n stitu tio n  w h ich  g o v ern ed  

its  w o rk  u n til 1943 w hen a  new  one 

w a s  ad o p ted . T he 1943 c o n stitu 

tion  w a s g re a tly  am en d ed  in  1957 

w h en  th e  p re s e n t c o n stitu tio n  w a s  

ad o p ted . T h e  o rig in al c o n stitu tio n  

w as in  som e re s p e c ts  m odelled on 

th e  B ritis h  P a rlia m e n t, an d , fo r 
ex am p le  m a d e  pro v isio n  fo r  a  

H ou se  o f C hiefs a n d  a  H ou se  of 

Com m ons.

F ro m  th e  v e ry  m o m en t of its  

b ir th , C o n g ress w a s  fa c e d  w ith  a  

sev ere  te s t  in  th e  L a n d  A c t of 

1913. T his la w  d e stro y e d  A fric a n  

la n d  r ig h ts  in  th e  U nion  an d  con

fin ed  th e  b u lk  o f th e  A fric a n  p o p u 

la tio n  to  th e  R eserv es. T he f i r s t  
m a s s  s tru g g le  of th e  C o n g ress w as 

lau n ch e d  a g a in s t  th is  m ea su re . 

D esp ite  th e  p ro te s ts  u p  a n d  dow n 
th e  c o u n try  th is  m e a s u re  becam e 

law . A  m oving  acco u n t of th e  

s tru g g le  a g a in s t  th e  L an d  A c t of 
1913 is  g iven  in  th e  p a g e s  o f “N a 

tiv e  L ife  in  S o u th  A fric a ” b y  th e  

th e n  S e c re ta ry -G e n e ra l of th e  

A .N .C . M r. Sol. T. P la a tje .

DEPUTATIONS TO BRITAIN

I t  w a s  a lso  in  re la tio n  to  th e  

f ig h t a g a in s t  th e  L an d  A c t 1913



th a t th e  A frican N ational Con
gress sent its  f irs t deputation to 
the U nited Kingdom. The Depu
tation  consisting of Dr. J . L. Dube, 
Dr. W. B. R ubusana, M essrs. J . 
M. M apikela, Saul M sane and Sol. 
T. P laa tje  w as sent to  the B ritish  
Governm ent w ith a  dem and for the 
se ttin g  aside of the Land A ct 1913. 
This step w as quite logical and 
correct in those days as South 
A frica w as n ot fully independent 
and th e  B ritish  G overnm ent had a  
veto pow er over legislation passed 
by the South A frican P arliam ent. 
W hilst th e  delegation w as in the 
U nited Kingdom  the firs t world 
w ar broke out in 1914. The dele
gation failed in its  purpose.

POS T- WAR  S T RU G GL E S

A f te r  the  end of t he  world w a r  
in 1918 t he r e  w a s  a g r e a t  wa v e of 

Afr ican political s t ru g g l e  in which 
t he  Congress  played an i mp or t an t  

role.

Those y ears saw  strik es on the 
Reef and over 40,000 A frican w ork
ers on strik e  for higher wages. 
The 1919 W omen’s an ti-pass cam 
paign in the F ree S tate defeated 
the a ttem p t by the Sm uts govern
m ent to m ake the women carry  
passes. In  the decade following 
the w ar cam paigns w ere w aged in 
the T ransvaal under the leadership 
of the m ilitant leader the Rev. S. 
M. M akgatho fo r the rig h t of A f
ricans to travel in rail coaches and 
to have proper facilities on the 
railw ays. Previously A fricans t r a 
velled in cattle  trucks. A nother 
cam paign battled  for the r ig h t of 
A fricans to w alk on pavem ents.

“ ABA NT U BATHO"

In  its w ork the Congress w as 
g rea tly  assisted by the new spaper 
'‘A bantu B atho” founded in 1912

by D r. Seme. This new spaper 
which continued publication until 
1931 w as the f irs t  m ulti-lingual 
new spaper in South A frica. A rt
icles w ere w ritte n  in English, Xho- 
sa, Zulu, Sotho and  T sw ana. I t  
w as an  im p o rtan t influence in the 
building up of a  national outlook 
am ong th e A frican  people. The 
“A bantu  B atho” cam paigned for 
the teaching  of A frican languages 
as recognised subjects in  South 
A frican schools and popularised 
national songs.

D uring these early  days “N kosi 
Sikelel’ iA frik a” w as adopted as 
the N ational anthem .

The y ears 1928-29 and th e  ’th ir
ties saw  th e  revival of struggles 
ag a in st the P ass laws. These w ere 
the pass burning  cam paigns, and 
it w as during one of these cam 
paigns th a t Johannes N kosi w as 
shot down by police fire  a t  the 
D urban A n ti-P ass dem onstration 
a t  C a rtrig h t F la ts .

T H E  H ERTZOG LAWS

Up to  1935 the A fricans in th e  
Cape Province still h ad  the rig h t 
to  vote on th e  common roll w ith 
other groups, and the political de
m and of those days w as fo r the 
extension of the vote to  other p ro 
vinces. In  1936 cam e th e H ertzog 
Bills which included one to  abolish 
franchise rig h ts  of A fricans in the 
Cape. A lthough th e Bill p rim arily  
affected A frican voting rig h ts  in 
the Cape the whole country  w as 
aroused in one of th e  b iggest ag i
tations in our history. The Con
gress played a  key role in the o rg 
anising of the A ll-A frican Conven
tion called for in 1935 by D r. Seme 
and P rof. Jab av u  who represented 
the Cape V oters’ A ssociation. D es
pite m assive p ro test the H ertzog 
Bills w ere passed, although in a  
m odified form , in 1936.



MAMMOTH PROTESTS

The n e x t period  of in ten se  s t r u g 

g le  follow ed th e  end of th e  Second 

W orld  W a r in 1945. I n  1946 th e re  

w as a  fre s h  s tru g g le  a g a in s t th e  

P a s s  L aw s an d  in  th e  sam e y e a r 

th e  g r e a t  A fric a n  m in e r’s s tr ik e  

to o k  p lace fro m  A u g u st 12-19. The 

N a tiv e  R e p re se n ta tiv e  C ouncil w as 

in  session d u rin g  th e  s trik e , b u t 

a d jo u rn e d  in d efin ite ly  u n til i t  w as 

abolished in 1951 b y  th e  N a tio n a l

is t G ov ern m en t. T h is  w a s in p ro 

te s t a g a in s t th e  sh o o tin g  dow n of 

A fric a n  m in e rs  d e m an d in g  10s. a  

day.

THE NATS IN POWER

In 1948 the Nationalist govern

ment came to power and with it 

one fierce discriminatory law after  

another: the tightening of pass  

laws; measures against farm  

squatters; the Suppression of Com

munism Act; the Group Areas  

Act; the Bantu Education Act and 

many others.

On May 1, 1950 th e  A fric a n  N a 

tio n al C o n g ress jo in tly  w ith  o th e r 

o rg a n isa tio n s  called  fo r  a  s t r ik e  

on th e  W itw a te rs ra n d  in  p ro te s t 

a g a in s t N a tio n a lis t g o v e rn m e n t a t 

ta c k s  on freed o m  of speech  an d  

o rg a n isa tio n . On th a t  d a y  19 A f
ric a n s  w ere  k illed  in  police firin g . 

T he s tr ik e  w a s  a  m ig h ty  success. 

On June 26, 1950 the first national 
stoppage of work in South Africa  

was organised in protest against  

the Suppression of Communism  

Act (then before parliament), the  

Group Areas Act, and also as a
Day of Mourning for the victims  

of May 1, 1950 and others killed in 

the struggle for liberation.

THE D EFIANCE CAMPAIGN

In  J a n u a r y  1952, th e  A fric a n  

N a tio n a l C o n g ress a d d re sse d  a  le t
te r  to  th e  P rim e  M in ister, D r. M a- 

lan, d em an d in g  th e  re p e a l of u n 

ju s t  law s. S ix m o n th s  la te r  on 
Ju n e  26, 1952 th e  Campaign for the  

Defiance of Unjust Laws w as 

lau n ch e d  jo in tly  b y  th e  A fric a n  

N a tio n a l C o n g ress an d  th e  S o u th  
A fric a n  In d ia n  C o n g ress. Eight  

thousand volunteers, men and w o

men of all races, went to prison for 
defying apartheid legislation, and 

by the end of the campaign the  
membership and support of the 

African National Congress had in

creased many times.
/

THE FREEDOM CHARTER

In  1953 th e  N a tio n a l C onference 

of th e  A .N .C . ca lled  fo r  th e  o rg 

a n is a tio n  of a  C o n g ress o f th e  
P eo p le  to  d ra w  up a  F re e d o m  

C h a rte r . In  1954, th e  A fric a n  N a 

tio n a l C ongress, th e  S o u th  A fric a n  

In d ia n  C ongress, th e  S o u th  A fric a n  

C o n g ress of D e m o c ra ts  an d  th e  

S o u th  A fric a n  C oloured P e o p le ’s 

O rg a n is a tio n  issu e d  th e  call to  th e  

C o n g ress of th e  P eople. On J u n e  
26, 1955 th o u s a n d s  of d e le g a te s  m e t 
a t  K lip tow n, Jo h a n n e s b u rg  to 

ad o p t th e  Freedom Charter b ased  

on freed o m  d em an d s se n t in  by 
b ra n c h e s  a n d  m em b ers of C on

g re s s  an d  o th e r  o rg a n isa tio n s.

On August 9, 1956 o v er tw e n ty  

th o u s a n d  w om en m a rc h e d  to  th e  
U nion  B u ild in g s in  P re to r ia  to  p ro 

te s t  a g a in s t th e  e x ten sio n  of p a ss  

law s to  A fric a n  w om en. In  th e  

h is to ric  R eef bus b o y c o tt of 1957 

w h ich  end ed  in  v ic to ry  fo r  th e  

people; in  th e  ra lly in g  of th e  p eo 

ple to  s ta n d  b y  th e ir  le a d e rs  in 

th e  T re a so n  tr ia l , C o n g ress h a s  

p la y e d  a n  in sp ired  role.



Programme and Policy
“Congress believes in a common society and holds that citizens of 
a country, regardless of their race or colour, have the right to full 

participation in the government and control of their future.”

Chief Lutuli in his letter to the Prime Minister, May 1957.

A  Multi-Racial Country
rj'h e  African National Congress  

has always accepted that  
South Africa is a m ultiracial  

country and has stated its aims as  

a common multi-racial society  

based upon equality of rights for 

all our national groups and mutual 

respect between them.

T he A frican  N a tio n a l C o n g ress 

to o k  p a r t  in th e  f i r s t  m u lti-ra c ia l 
co n feren ce held  in Jo h a n n e s b u rg  

in 1918 and  th e  N o n -E u ro p ean  C on

fe re n c e  of 1927.

EARLY UNITY PACT

In  1946 u n d e r th e  p resid en cy  of 

D r. A. B. X um a, th e  A fric a n  N a 

tio n al C o n g ress sig n ed  th e  Xuma- 

Dadoo-Naicker p a c t w hich  la id  

dow n th e  p rin cip le  of co -o p eratio n  

on m a tte r s  of com m on in te re s t to  

th e  A fric a n  N a tio n a l C o n g ress and 

th e  S o u th  A fric a n  In d ia n  C ongress.

T he 1950 g e n e ra l s tr ik e s  a g a in s t 

N a tio n a lis t leg isla tio n  an d  th e  D e

fia n c e  C am p aig n  w ere  lau n ch ed

Co-operate
In  h is  p re s id e n tia l a d d re ss  to  

th e  1953 a n n u a l co n feren ce a t  

Q u eenstow n C hief L u tu li said  

“ W e a re  p re p a re d  to  co -o p erate  

fu lly  on th e  b asis of eq u a lity  w ith  
a n y  n a tio n a l p o litical p a r ty  o r o rg 

a n is a tio n  pro v id ed  w e s h a re  com 
m on objectiv es an d  com m on m e th 

ods o f ach ie v in g  o u r alm s. Co-

an d  condu cted  in p a rtn e rsh ip  w ith  

th e  S.A. In d ian  C ongress, an d  th is 

allian ce  w as s tre n g th e n e d  by th e  

fo rm a tio n  of th e  C ongress of D e

m o c ra ts, th e  S.A. C oloured P eo 

p les’ O rg a n isa tio n  an d  th e  S.A. 

C o n g ress of T ra d e  U nions, all of 

w hich  bodies a re  d edicated  to  

s tru g g le  fo r th e  a im s of th e  C on

g re s s  m o v em en t an d  th e  F reed o m  
C h a rte r , ad o p ted  by th ese  bodies 

a f te r  th e  C ongress of th e  People. 

T his w o rk in g  a llian ce  fu n ctio n s 
th ro u g h  th e  N a tio n a l C on su ltativ e  

C om m ittee on w hich re p re s e n ta 

tiv e s  of a ll th e  C ongresses serve. 

T he N.C.C. d eals w ith  m a tte rs  of 

com m on ca m p a ig n in g  an d  policy.

While the Nationalist and Unit

ed Parties stand for policies of 

narrow racialism and domination, 

the A.N.C. and its co-Congresses 

stand for a broad and true South 

Africanism, extending to all irre

spective of race or colour.

As Equals
o p e ra tio n  w ill a lw ay s be on th e  

b asis o f eq u a lity  an d  m u tu a l r e 

sp ect fo r  th e  in dividual id e n tity  of 

o u r o rg a n isa tio n s  . . .  On th is  

b asis w e m a y  co -o p erate  on sp e

cific issu es w ith  a n y  g ro u p  if  we 

feel i t  is in  th e  in te re s ts  of o ur 

lib e ra tio n  m o v em en t to  do so.”



I n  line w ith  th is  policy, th e  
A .N .C. respo n d ed  e n th u s ia stic a lly  

to  th e  call o f th e  In te rd e n o m in a 

tio n a l A fric a n  M in is te rs’ F e d e ra 

tio n  w hich  led  to  th e  1956 B loem 
fo n te in  C onference, an d  to  th e  1957

M u lti-R ac ia l C onference. In  com 

m on c a m p a ig n s  i t  w o rk s  closely 

w ith  th e  L ib e ra l P a r t y  an d  o th e r  

bodies a n d  w elcom es all o p p o r

tu n itie s  of co -o p era tio n  w ith  de

m o c ra tic  bodies an d  individuals.

African Claims
m h e  policy  of th e  A fric a n  N a tio n - 

a l C o n g ress is  la id  dow n in  its  

C o n stitu tio n , in  p re s id e n tia l a d 

d resses delivered  to  its  a n n u a l con
ferences, an d  reso lu tio n s p assed  
th e re , an d  in  a  n u m b e r o f g e n e ra l 

policy s ta te m e n ts  issu ed  fro m  tim e  

to  tim e.
D u rin g  W orld  W a r  I I  C ongress 

issu ed  a  s ta te m e n t of its  g e n e ra l 

policy  s e t  o u t u n d e r th e  ti tle  A F 

R IC A N  C LA IM S. D r. A . B. X um a, 
th e n  P re s id e n t-G e n e ra l convened a  

conference of A fric a n  le a d e rs  to  

d ra w  u p  a  B ill o f R ig h ts , b ased  u p 
on th e  A tla n tic  C h a r te r  o f th e  

A llied  N atio n s, w hich w ould  be

th e  d em an d s o f A fric a n s  “ e ssen 

tia l  to  g u a ra n te e  th e m  a  w o rth y  

p lace  in  th e  p o st-w a r w o rld .” T his 

Bill of R ig h ts  c o n ta in s  c lau ses on 

p o litica l r ig h ts  a n d  th e  ab o litio n  

of d iscrim in atio n , th e  r ig h t  to  

equal ju s tic e  in  c o u rts  of law , 

freed o m  of residence, freed o m  of 

m o v em en t, a n d  la n d  rig h ts . I t  

sa id  “W e d e m a n d  th e  re p e a l of 

a n y  an d  a ll law s, a s  w ell a s  th e  

ab a n d o n m e n t o f a n y  policy  a n d  all 

p ra c tic e s  th a t  d isc rim in a te  a g a in s t 

th e  A fric a n s  in  a n y  w a y  w h a ts o 

e v e r on th e  b a sis  o f ra c e , creed  
or colour in  th e  U nion  of S outh  

A fric a .”

The Programme of Action
In  1949 th e  C o n g ress n a tio n a l 

conference a d o p ted  th e  P R O 

G RA M M E O F A C T IO N  w h ich  se t 

o u t a  n u m b e r o f m e a n s  a n d  a c tiv i

tie s  by w h ich  th e  B ill o f R ig h ts  

co n tain ed  in  A F R IC A N  C LA IM S 
m ig h t b e  achieved. T he P ro 

g ra m m e  p roposed  th e  c re a tio n  of 

a  N a tio n a l F u n d  to  f in a n c e  C on
g re s s  s tru g g le s , th e  issu e  of re g u 
la r  p ro p a g a n d a  m a te ria l, th e  s e t

tin g  u p  of co m m ercial a n d  in d u s

tr ia l  e n te rp rise s  in  to w n s an d  
co u n try  a re a s  an d  th e  o rg a n isa tio n

of tr a d e  u nions. I t  se t o u t a s  m e 
th o d s of s tru g g le  th e  o rg a n isa tio n  

of boyco tts, c a m p a ig n s  o f civil d is
obedience, n o n -co -o p era tio n  m ove

m e n ts  a n d  a  one d a y  sto p p a g e  of 

w o rk . T h e  P ro g ra m m e  of A ctio n  

defin ed  th e se  a c tiv itie s  a s  " m ean s 
w hich  m a y  b rin g  ab o u t th e  acco m 
p lish m e n t o f o u r a s p ira tio n s .” T he 

P ro g ra m m e  d em an d ed  th e  r ig h t  of 
d ire c t re p re s e n ta tio n  in all th e  

g o v e rn in g  bodies o f o u r c o u n try  

a n d  reso lv ed  to  w o rk  fo r  th e  ab o li
tio n  of a ll d iffe re n tia l in s titu tio n s..

International Policy
C ongress h a s  w on th e  su p p o rt of 

people in  m a n y  o th e r  c o u n trie s  in  

i ts  f ig h t fo r  lib era tio n . W e in  
tu r n  h a v e  su p p o rte d  th e  r ig h t  of

peoples e v ery w h ere  to  freed o m  

fro m  fo re ig n  d o m in atio n  o r fro m  

m in o rity  ru le . I n  d oing  so, w e 

h a v e  n o t n e c e ss a rily  su p p o rte d



.

th e  m eth o d s th e y  use  fro m  tim e  to  

tim e; th is  is th e ir  busin ess, ju s t  

a s  th e  m e th o d s w e u se an d  th e  

d a y -to -d a y  policy w e p u t fo rw a rd  

a re  ours. C o n g ress does n o t ally  

itse lf  w ith  a n y  bloc o f co u n tries  

in  th e  E a s t-W e s t stru g g le ;  i t  su p 

p o rts  th e  g e n e ra l aim s of th e  A fro-

A sia n  pow ers, an d  opposes th o se  

policies w h ich  su p p o rt e ith e r di

re c tly  o r in d ire c tly  th e  oppression 

o f th e  people in  a n y  p a r t  of th e  

w orld. C o n g ress upholds peace 

a g a in s t  th o se  w ho t r y  to  se ttle  

th e ir  in te rn a tio n a l d isp u tes  by 

arm e d  force, an d  b y  w ar.

The Freedom Charter

THE FREEDOM CHARTER

w a s ad o p ted  a t  th e  C o n g ress of th e  
P eo p le  in  K lip to w n  on Ju n e  26, 

1955.

I t  is  b a se d  on th e  m a n y  h u n d 

re d s  o f d em an d s se n t in  b y  people 
th ro u g h o u t th e  le n g th  a n d  b re a d th  

of o u r la n d  a n d  proclaim s:

W f E ,  the People of South Africa, declare for all our country and the 

world to  know:

that South Africa belongs to all 

who live in it, black and white, 

and that no government can 
justly  claim authority unless 

it is based on the will of all 
the people; 

that our people have been rob

bed of their birthright to land, 
liberty and peace by a form 

of government founded on in
justice and inequality;

that our country will never be 

prosperous or free until all 

our people live in brotherhood, 

enjoying equal rights and op

portunities;

that only a democratic state,  

based on the will of all the  
people, can secure to  all their  

birthright without distinction 

of colour, race, sex or belief;

And therefore we, the People of South Africa, black and w hite together —  

equals, countrymen and brothers —  adopt this Freedom Charter. And 

we pledge ourselves to strive together sparing neither strength nor 

courage, until the democratic changes here set out have been won.

*  The people shall govern.

*  All national groups shall have 

equal rights.

*  The people shall share in the  

country’s wealth.

*  The land shall be shared among  

those who work it.
*  All shall be equal before the  

law.

*  All shall enjoy human rights.

*  There shall be work and secur

ity.

*  The doors of learning and cul

ture shall be opened.
*  There shall be houses, security  

and comfort.

*  There shall be peace and friend
ship.

A do p ted  a s  th e  officia l policy of 

th e  A .N .C . a t  conference in  1956 

th e  C h a rte r  is also  th e  d eclared  
aim  of th e  o th e r p a r tn e rs  in  th e  
C o n g ress allian ce.



Points From The 
Constitution

Aims
T he C o n stitu tio n  se ts  o u t th e  

a im s of C O N G R ESS a s  follows:

1. T o u n ite  th e  A fric a n  people in  
a  p o w erful a n d  effectiv e  in 

s tru m e n t to  secu re  th e ir  own 

com plete lib era tio n  fro m  all 

fo rm s of d isc rim in a tio n  an d  

n a tio n a l oppression.

2. To p ro m o te  an d  p ro te c t th e  

in te re s ts  of th e  A fric a n  people 

in  all m a tte r s  co ncerning  
them .

3. To s triv e  fo r  th e  a tta in m e n t 

of u n iv ersa l a d u lt s u ffra g e  an d  

th e  c re a tio n  of a  u n ite d  d em o

c ra tic  S o u th  A fric a  on th e  
princip les o u tlin ed  in  th e  
F reed o m  C h a rte r .

4. To su p p o rt th e  cau se  o f n a 

tio n al lib e ra tio n  an d  th e  r ig h t 

to  independence of n a tio n s  in 

A fric a  an d  th e  r e s t  of th e  
w orld.

Membership
Membership of Congress is open 

to any person over the age of 21

who accep ts th e  p rincip les, policy 
an d  p ro g ra m m e  of C o n g ress an d  

is p re p a re d  to  abide by its  co n sti
tu tio n  an d  ru les.

Each member shall pay a yearly  

subscription of 2s.6d.

W om en m em b ers of C o n g ress 

enjoy eq u ality  of s ta tu s  a n d  a re  
e n title d  to  jo in  o rd in a ry  b ra n c h e s  

an d  vote fo r an d  be elec ted  to  all 
offices in  C ongress.

Women's League
The AFRICAN NATIONAL  

CONGRESS W OMEN’S LEAGUE

e x is ts  to  a ro u se  th e  in te re s t  a n d  

a s s is t  w ith  th e  o rg a n isa tio n  of 

A fric a n  w om en in to  a n  a u x ilia ry  

fo rce  to  th e  C o n g ress in  th e  s t r u g 

g le  fo r  lib era tio n . T he L eag u e 

ta k e s  up th e  sp ecial p ro b lem s of 

w om en an d  c a rr ie s  on p ro p a g a n d a  

a g a in s t a p a rth e id  an d  d isc rim in a 

to ry  law s am o n g  A fric a n  w om en. 

T he L eag u e is e n title d  to  its  ow n 

ru le s  an d  re g u la tio n s, a s  long as 
th e s e  do n o t co n flic t w ith  C on

g re s s  policy.

Youth League
The AFRICAN NATIONAL  

CONGRESS YOUTH LEAGUE

e x is ts  to  d ra w  th e  y o u th  in to  th e  

s tru g g le  a n d  p re p a re  th e m  fo r le a 

d ersh ip . T he L eag u e  is open to  

a n y  p erso n  n o t exceeding  th e  ag e  

of 30, pro v id ed  th a t  m em b ers of 

18 an d  o v er re g is te r  a s  C o n g ress 

m em b ers. One of th e  L e a g u e ’s 

a im s is to  p ro m o te  social a n d  c u l
tu r a l a c tiv itie s  am o n g  yo u n g  p eo 

ple, a s  w ell a s  to  p o p u larise  C on
g re s s  policy am o n g  th e  y o u th .

Branches
E a c h  m e m b e r is a tta c h e d  to  a  

b ran ch , c o n sistin g  o f a t  le a s t 20 

m em b ers w o rk in g  u n d e r th e  d ire c 

tio n  of a  b ra n c h  co m m ittee , e lec ted  
an n u ally . T he B ra n c h  co m m ittee  

of 11 m em b ers includes a  c h a ir

m an , v ice-ch airm an , se c re ta ry , as-



s is ta n t se c re ta ry , t r e a s u r e r  an d  6 

execu tiv e  m em b ers.

Regions
T h ree  o r m ore b ra n c h e s  in  a  

g iv en  a re a  m a y  fo rm  a  region, 

u n d e r a  reg io n al co m m ittee  com 

posed  of re p re s e n ta tiv e s  of th e  

b ra n c h e s  w hose a c tiv itie s  th e  r e 

g io n al co m m ittee  e x is ts  to  co -o r

d in ate . T he re g io n a l co m m ittee  
m a y  elect a  sm a ll executive, of a  
c h a irm a n , se c re ta ry , tre a s u re r , 

tw o  m em b ers a n d  a  m em b er from  

e ach  b ra n c h  w ith in  th e  region.

Provinces
T he Provicial Executive Com

mittee is th e  a d m in is tra tiv e  head  

of each  province, elec ted  a n n u a lly  

a t  th e  provincial conference a t 

ten d ed  by d eleg a tio n s fro m  all th e  

bran ch es. T he P ro v in c ia l ex ecu 

tiv e  c o n sists  of a  p ro v in cial p re s i
den t, v ice-p resid en t, se c re ta ry , a s 
s is ta n t  se c re ta ry , t r e a s u r e r  an d  

six  m em b ers.

Conference
T he Annual National Conference

is th e  su p rem e body o f C o n g ress 

w hich m e e ts  in  th e  m iddle o f D e

cem ber, review s th e  a c tiv itie s  of 

C o n g ress d u rin g  th e  p reced in g  

y e a r  an d  la y s  dow n policy  an d  a c 

tiv itie s  fo r  th e  fu tu re . A ll b ra n c h e s  

a re  e n title d  to  send  re p re s e n ta tiv e s  

to  th e  n a tio n a l co n ference an d  to  

p a rtic ip a te  in  its  p ro ceedings.

National Executive
Once e v ery  th re e  y e a rs  th e  n a tio n 

al co n feren ce elec ts th e  National 

Executive of C ongress, c o n sistin g  

of th e  P re s id e n t-G e n e ra l, D ep u ty  

P re s id e n t-G e n e ra l, S e c re ta ry , G en

eral, T re a su re r-G e n e ra l, O rg a n is
in g  S e c re ta ry  an d  co m m ittee  m e m 

bers. T he execu tiv e  a lso  ap p o in ts  
a  S p e a k e r w ho p res id es a t  N a tio n 

al C onference, a n d  a  N a tio n a l

C haplain . T he N a tio n a l E x ecu tiv e  

d ire c ts  th e  w o rk  of C ongress 

th ro u g h o u t th e  co u n try .

Working Committee
T he N a tio n a l E x ecu tiv e  ap p o in ts  

a  National Working Committee to

c a rr y  o u t an d  d ire c t C o n g ress d ay- 

to -d a y  a c tiv ity .

Discipline
B ran ch , reg io n al, p ro v in cia l or 

n a tio n a l c o m m itte e s  h a v e  pow er 

to  re p rim a n d , su sp en d  or expel 
an y  m em b er fo r  b re a c h  of th e  co n 

s titu tio n  o r fo r  co n d u ct d e tr im e n 

ta l to  C o n g ress o r th e  A fric a n  

people. A ny h ig h e r o rg a n  o f C on

g re s s  h a s  p o w ers to  reo rg an ise , 

su sp en d  o r dissolve a n y  low er o r 

gan , fo r  th e  sam e offences. B e

fo re  a n y  su ch  a c tio n  is ta k e n , 

m em b ers o r o rg a n s  h av e  th e  r ig h t 
to  a p p e a r  befo re  th e  co m m ittee  

concerned, an d  to  a c c o u n t fo r  th e ir  
actio n s, u n less e x tra o rd in a ry  c ir

c u m sta n c e s  p re v e n t th is.

Appeals
E v e ry  m em b er or body of m e m 

b ers a g a in s t  w hom  d isc ip lin ary  a c 

tio n  is ta k e n  m a y  a p p eal to  th e  

n e x t h ig h e r co m m ittee . T he fin al 

c o u rt of a p p e a l is th e  N a tio n a l 

C onference.

Quorum
A  q u o ru m  fo r  th e  h olding  of 

m e e tin g s  is:—

F o r  C o m m ittees —  o n e -th ird  of th e  
m em b ers.

F o r  B ra n c h e s  —  fif te e n  m em bers, 

o r one h a lf  of th e  m em b ers, 

w h ich ev er is  th e  lesser.

F o r  P ro v in c ia l co n feren ces— dele

g a te s  fro m  40%  o f th e  b ran ch es. 

F o r  N a tio n a l co n feren ces —  d ele

g a te s  fro m  a t  le a s t tw o  p ro v 

in ces re p re s e n tin g  o n e -th ird  of 

th e  to ta l  m em b ersh ip .



Golden rules for

A  Good Congress Member
-m . _____ J  + - l* i 1

Pay and attend
A  C o n g ress m em b er m u s t 

pay subscriptions an d  attend  

branch meetings regularly.

Lead and teach
B u t h e  m u s t do m o re  th a n  

th a t .  T o be a n  a c tiv e  w o rk e r 

fo r  th e  C o n g ress cau se  he 

m u s t d ev o te  h is  sp a re  tim e  

an d  h is  le isu re , h is  ev enings 

a n d  w eek en d s to  do a c tiv e  

w o rk  fo r  C o n g ress. W h en  he 

jo in s C o n g ress h e  ta k e s  on 

h im self th e  w o rk  of e x p la in 

in g  to  o th e rs  t h a t  o u r c au se  is 

r ig h t. Every Congress m em 
ber must become a leader 

of his people in the long 

hard struggles for freedom.  

H e m u s t te a c h  th e  people th a t  

freed o m  w ill be w on b y  th e ir  

ow n e ffo rts , th a t  s tre n g th  lies 
in u n ity  an d  o rg a n isa tio n , th a t  

ev ery  litt le  s tru g g le  an d  c a m 

p a ig n  c o n ta in s  th e  seeds of 
g r e a te r  n a tio n a l s tru g g le s  fo r 

freedom .

Organise others
T h e C o n g ress m em b er m u s t 

organise others to  jo in  C on

g re ss, an d  fire  th e  im a g in a tio n  

of th e  people w ith  o u r freed o m  
aim s. W h ere  he lives an d  

w h ere  h e  w o rk s  h e  m u s t ex 

p la in  C o n g ress policy  to  p eo 
ple, w in n in g  th e m  to  jo in  an d  

su p p o rt C ongress.

Learn A .N .C . policy
E v e ry  m em b er m u s t under

stand Congress policy a n d  how
i t  w o rk s, m u s t stu d y  th e  condi
tio n s of th e  people an d  of ou r

c o u n try  an d  m u s t sp re a d  th is  
know ledge an d  u n d e rs ta n d in g  

am o n g  o th e rs . H is k n o w ledge 

w ill help  h im  to  g uide th e  p eo 

ple in  th e  d a ily  p ro b lem s an d  

tro u b le s  of th e ir  lives.

Check up
C o n g ress m em b ers m u s t be

com e experts in the field of 
organisation. D ecisions a re  

n o t w o rth  th e  p a p e r  th e y  a re  

w rit te n  on u n til th e y  h av e  been 
c a rr ie d  out. D ecisions ta k e n  

a t  one m e e tin g  m u s t be ch eck 

ed u pon a t  th e  n e x t. E a c h  
m em b er m u s t p la y  h is p a r t  in 

th e  c a rry in g  o u t of decisions, 

H owever hum ble.

Obey decisions
T he C o n g ress m em b er m u s t 

discipline h im se lf to  c a rry  o u t 

C o n g ress policy an d  to  do w h a t 

th e  m a jo rity  h a s  decided.

Lead —  don't order!
C o n g ress m e m b e rs  m u s t be 

close to the people, a n d  t r u s t

ed by th em . T h ey  m u s t lead, 

n o t d ic ta te  to  th e  people.

Work with others
C o n g ress m em b ers an d  

b ra n c h e s  m u s t learn to work  

with other bodies on com m on 

cam p a ig n s, m u s t uphold  th e  

s p ir it  of u n ity  in  jo in t c a m 

p a ig n s  a n d  av o id  p e tty  sec

tio n a l sq u ab b les a n d  d isp u tes.

Set an example
A bove all th e  C o n g ress 

m em b er m u s t set an example  
of devotion, sa crifice , co u rag e  

an d  h a rd  w o rk  to  th e  people. 

T h en  o th e rs  w ill follow  him .



Golden rules for

A  Good Congress Branch
Recruit and Train
r p h e  b ra n c h  of th e  A fric a n  

N a tio n a l C o n g ress is th e  

peo p les’ f i r s t  line of defence 

a g a in s t a t ta c k s  an d  fo r  th e ir  

rig h ts .

T he lifeblood of th e  b ran ch  

is  its  m em b ersh ip . N o b ra n c h  

w ill g ro w  o r th r iv e  u n less  it 

c o n sta n tly  recruits and trains  

new members.

Go Door to Door
E a c h  b ra n c h  m u s t be an  

organiser and school of the 

people, lead in g  th e m  on issues 

b ig  o r sm all.

T h e  s tre n g th  of th e  b ran ch  
w ill d epend on its  re g u la r  

hou se-to -h o u se an d  door-to- 
door organising am o n g  th e  
people.

Elect with care 
C o n g r e s s  office-bearers

m u s t be chosen fo r  th e ir  re 

cord  o f w o rk  in C ongress, 

th e ir  u n d e rs ta n d in g  of C on

g re s s  policy, th e ir  experien ce 
in  c a m p a ig n s  an d  th e  co n fid 

ence a n d  re s p e c t in  w hich  th e y  

a re  held  am o n g  th e  people.

Keep Accounts
Congress monies m u s t be 

s a fe g u a rd e d  an d  p aid  in  re g u 

la r ly  to  th e  h ig h e r  body ( th e  

reg io n al, p ro v in cial o r n a tio n 

a l c o m m itte e ). P ro p e r  a c 

co u n ts  m u s t be k e p t a n d  th e  

b ra n c h  tr e a s u r e r  an d  c o m m it
te e  a re  resp o n sib le  to  ev ery  

m em b er fo r  th e  b ra n c h  
m onies.

Keep in touch
B ra n c h  co m m ittees m u s t 

a n sw e r all co rresp o n d en ce 

fro m  h ig h e r C o n g ress c o m m it

te e s  an d  m u s t keep in regular 

touch w ith  h ig h e r bodies.

THE KEYS TO SUCCESS ARE ORGANISATION A ND UNITY  

WITHIN CONGRESS RANKS, ON THE BASIS OF CONGRESS

POLICY.

Plan for Work
Every branch meeting must  

be carefully planned and org

anised. T h e b ra n c h  execu tiv e  

m u s t p re p a re  an  a g e n d a  fo r 

e ach  m eetin g . A t m e e tin g s  

th e re  should  be d iscussions on 

topics a n d  c a m p a ig n s  o f th e  

day, e d u catio n  o f m em b ers on 

p o litica l issu es an d  in s tru c 

tio n s fo r  w o rk  conveyed to  

m em b ers. T he b ra n c h  m u s t co

o rd in a te  its  a c tiv ity  w ith  n a 

tio n al an d  p ro v in cial c a m 

p a ig n s  o f th e  day, b u t m u s t 

a lso  d iscuss local p ro b lem s 

an d  issu es in  w h ich  th e  

b ra n c h  m u s t le a d  th e  p eo 

ple. B ra n c h  m e e tin g s  m u st 

n o t be ta lk in g  shop o r d e b a t

in g  societies, b u t m e e tin g  

p laces fo r  p la n n in g  C o n gress 
ac tiv ity .



AFRICA

03 SOMALILAND 
Ital

A FRICA HAS:
44 countries. Nine govern themselves.
198 million people of whom 5 million are whites, more than half 
living in South Africa, 1  ̂ million in French North Africa.

AFRICA PRODUCES:
Almost all the world's diamonds, over half the world's gold, 
two-thirds the world's cocoa, three-fifths the world's palm oil.



SOUTH AFRICA'S POPULATION

9.606.000 Africans
3.011.000 Europeans
1.360.000 Coloured people 

441,000 Indians and Chinese
(These fig u re s  are the  1958 es tim ates .)

WHERE AFRICANS LIVE

1.800.000 in Towns.

3.300.000 in Reserves and on Trust Lands.

2.460.000 on European farms.

600,000 in Mine, factory and municipal compounds.

WHERE AFRICANS W ORK

O f every 100 workers 

On the Mines: 87 are African 

In Industry: 51 are African 

On the Railways: 47 are African.

W H A T  AFRICANS EARN

On the mines: an average of 4 /-  a day plus food and quarters 
(Whites earn 5 0 /- a day).

On farms: an average of £4 a month, including food and housing.

In Factories: from about Is. an hour. In the engineering industry 
Africans earn l / l d  an hour, Europeans 5 /5d  an hour.

W age and cost of living surveys in the Towns estimate the average 

monthly income of an African family of 5 is £15.18.1 Id., but that 
the average monthly minimum needs of a family are £23.l0.4d. In 

other words the average family in the urban areas is short of £7.1 l.4d 
each month.

1 4 , 4 1 8 , 0 0 0



Africans and
r p h e  Africans, the majority of 

South Africa’s  people, have  

no vote and no say in the making  

of the laws. A tin y  m in o rity  on a  

s e p a ra te  roll in  th e  C ape P ro v in ce  

m ay  elec t 3 of th e  159 m em b ers of 

th e  H ouse of A ssem bly , an d  a ll 
th e  A fric a n s  of th e  U nion h av e  4 

S e n a to rs  in  th e  U p p e r H ouse to  

re p re se n t them , b u t th e  G overn

m e n t h a s  announced  th a t  even  th is

Africans and
Under the Land Act no African 

may own any land outside of the  

Reserves, which are only 13 per 

cent of the total land area of the  

country. T he R eserv es a re  over-

Africans and
The Urban Areas Act makes it 

illegal for any African to be in any  

urban area without permission for 

longer than 72 hours, u n less he w as 

b o rn  th e re  an d  h a s  lived th e re  con-

Africans
The pass laws r e s tr ic t  th e  free  

m ovem ent of A frican s, p re v e n tin g  

th e m  from  b a rg a in in g  fre e ly  in  th e  

lab o u r m a rk e t, m a k in g  th e m  v ic

tim s of in cessan t police ra id s  an d  
a rre s ts , an d  convictions u n d e r th e  

p a ss  law s.
I n  1957 th e re  w ere  643,388 A f

ric a n s  p ro secu ted  fo r  c o n trav en -

Africans and
A frican s a re  p ro h ib ited  fro m  do

in g  skilled  w o rk  o r le a rn in g  sk ill

ed tra d e s  an d  a re  confined  to  th e  
w o rst p a id  jo b s in in d u stry . A fr i

can s a re  p ro h ib ited  fro m  s trik in g

the Vote
p a ltry  “N a tiv e  re p re s e n ta tio n ” is 
to  be abolished  sh o rtly .

T he A d v iso ry  B o ard s h a v e  no 

po w er an d  a re  m ere  ta lk in g  shops 

a n d  th e  B a n tu  A u th o ritie s  sy s te m  

tu r n s  chiefs an d  h ead m e n  in to  

“ Y es-m en ” an d  civil se rv a n ts  w ho 

m u s t c a rry  o u t g o v e rn m e n t policy 
on p a in  of d ism issa l o r d e p o rta 

tion.

the Land
p o p u la te d  an d  o v ersto ck ed  an d  

lan d  p o v erty  an d  h eav y  ta x e s  drive 

A fric a n s  to  w o rk  on th e  m ines, 
fo r E u ro p e a n  fa rm e rs , an d  to  in 

d u s try  in th e  tow ns.

the Towns
tin u o u sly , o r h a s  been  th e re  15 

y e a rs  w ith o u t a  b re a k , o r h a s  
w o rk ed  fo r  one em ployer fo r  10 

y e a rs .

and Passes
tio n s  of th e  p a ss  law s. M any m ore 

a rre s te d  in ra id s  paid  adm issio n  of 
g u ilt fines, o r w ere  coerced in to  

a c c e p tin g  fa rm  w o rk  r a th e r  th a n  

b eing  p ro se c u te d  a n d  g o in g  to  ja il.
Every day at least 1,000 Africans  

are arrested under the pass laws.

T hese p a ss  law s a re  now  being 

e x ten d e d  to  A fric a n  w om en.

Skilled Work
a n d  th e ir  tr a d e  u nions a re  n o t r e 

cognised.
U n d e r jo b  re s e rv a tio n  all th e  

b e tte r-p a id  c a te g o rie s  of w o rk  a re  

b e in g  closed to  A frican s.



Africans and Taxes
F ro m  1959 th e  poll ta x  p ay a b le  

by a ll A fric a n  m en w ill be £1 .15p. 

a  y e a r  in s te a d  o f £1, a n d  fro m  J a n 

u a ry  i960, th e  ta x  w ill be on a  slid 

in g  scale  an d  A fric a n  w om en will 
also h a v e  to  p a y  ta x e s , fo r  th e  
f i r s t  tim e  in  th e  h is to ry  o f th e  
U nion.

T his is th e  scale  of taxes: 

A ffa irs  to ld  P a rlia m e n t th a t  a p a r t

TAXABLE INCOME

Up to £180 a year ...................
£180-£240 ...

£240-£300 ...

£300-£360 ...

£360-£420 ...

Over £420 —  £4.5.0 plus £1 for

fro m  incom e ta x , g e n e ra l ta x  and 

local ta x  (a b o u t £3,320,000 a  y e a r ) 

A fric a n s  c o n trib u te  betw een  £30 

m illion an d  £40 m illion in  in d irect 
ta x e s  each  y ear.

T he N a tiv e  A ffa irs  D e p a rtm e n t 
e s tim a te d  th a t  d u rin g  1955 and  1956 

th e  G o v ern m en t an d  provinces

w ould sp en d  ab o u t £31J m illion on

MEN WOMEN

................  £1 15 0 NIL

.................. £2 0 0 £ 1 0  0

................  £2 15 0 £2 0 0

................  £3 10 0 £3 0 0

....................  £4 5 0 £4 0 0
every £60 or portion thereof above £420. Any 

income tax payable to be deducted from the portion of the  
general tax which is in excess of £1.15.0.

A p a rt fro m  th e  poll ta x  A fr i

can s p a y  local tax es, tr ib a l levies 

a n d  levies to  B a n tu  A u th o ritie s , a n  
ed u catio n  ta x  (in  th e  to w n s) of 

2s. a  m onth , q u itre n t an d  s q u a ttin g  

fees, p loug h in g , d ip p in g  an d  g r a z 

in g  fees, dog ta x , licence fees an d  
fines.

In  1957 th e  M in iste r of N a tiv e

serv ices fo r  A frican s, p lu s £33J m il

lion fo r  R eserv e  developm ent.

The claim that the Europeans 

are paying for African services is 

false. Africans not only pay for 

their own services, and are taxed  

out of all proportion of their in

come, but it is on their labour that  
the country has been built.

Africans and the Law
A fric a n s  a re  n o t equal before 

th e  law . T h ere  is a  colour b a r  in 

th e  c o u rt w h e re  A fric a n s  a re  tr ie d  

by W h ite  ju d g e s  an d  m a g is tra te s  

a n d  w h ere  ju r ie s  a re  a ll-W h ite . A 

g r e a t  body of th e  opp ressiv e  law  

a p p lies to  A fric a n s  only. T he 1927 

N a tiv e  A d m in istra tio n  A c t m ad e 

th e  G o v ern o r-G en eral (w h o  dele

g a te s  h is  p ow ers to  th e  M in ister of 
N a tiv e  A f fa ir s )  th e  "S u p rem e

C hief” over all A frican s, and he 

h a s  ab so lu te  pow er to  g o v ern  by 

p ro c la m a tio n  an d  leg isla te  by de

cree. A fric a n s  can  be im prisoned  

a n d  d ep o rted  w ith o u t tr ia l, w hole 

tr ib e s  an d  com m u n ities c a n  be u p 

ro o ted  an d  m oved fro m  th e ir  land, 

m e e tin g s  can  be b an n ed  an d  com 

m u n al fin es im posed —• all by p ro 
clam atio n .



The Nationalist Government's
U N J U S T

The Unemployment Insurance 

Amendment Act (1949 ) excluded 

A fric a n s  fro m  u n em p lo y m en t b e 
n e fits . A fric a n  co n trib u tio n s to  

th e  F u n d  a re  n o t refu n d ed .

The Prohibition of Mixed Mar

riages A ct (1949) m ad e m ixed 

m a rria g e s  illegal.

The Group Areas Act (1950) is 

th e  m a s te r  p lan  u n d e r w hich 
w hole tow n s a re  to  be divided in to  

se p a ra te  g ro u p  a re a s  fo r th e  d if

fe re n t ra c ia l g ro u p s a t  th e  co st of 
im m ense d isp lacem en t of N on- 

W h ite  com m u n ities an d  la rg e  

scale p ro p e rty  an d  fin a n c ia l losses.

The Population Registration Act

(1950) se t up  th e  p o p u la tio n  re g is 

te r  fo r  w hich ev ery  S o u th  A fric a n  

m u s t be ra c ia lly  classified .

The Suppression of Communism

Act (1950) defined  “ C o m m u n ist” 
an d  “C om m unism ” ; g av e  th e  M in

is te r  pow er to  b a n  o rg a n isa tio n s  

an d  g a th e rin g s, to  p ro h ib it p u b li

catio n s an d  b an ish  p erso n s fro m  

c e rta in  a re a s . In  1951 an  A m en d 

m e n t m ad e  th e  la w  re tro sp e c tiv e , 

so th a t  a n  individual can  be p e n a l

ised fo r a n  a c t th a t  w as law fu l a t  

th e  tim e  it  w as c a rrie d  out.

The Bantu Authorities Act

(1951) estab lish ed  a  sy s te m  of ru le  

fo r ru r a l  A frican s th a t  tr ie s  to  re 

vive tr ib a lism  an d  m a k e s no p ro 

vision fo r elected  re p re se n ta tiv e s .

The Native Building Workers

Act (1951) p ro h ib ited  sk illed  A fri

can  build ing  w o rk e rs  in  th e  u rb a n  

are a s .

The Prevention of Illegal Squat

ting Act (1951) im posed sev ere  pe-

L A W S
n a ltie s  fo r  th e  illegal o ccupation  

of la n d  by A fric a n s.

The Native Laws Amendment

A ct (1952 ) tig h te n e d  u p  in flu x  

co n tro l a n d  p a ss  re g u la tio n s  an d  
p rovided  fo r  th e  s u m m a ry  re m o 

v al of tr ib e s  an d  individuals.

The Natives Abolition of Passes  

and Co-ordination of Documents

Act (1952 ) con so lid ated  all th e  do

c u m e n ts  u n d e r th e  p a ss  law s an d  

ex ten d e d  th e  p a ss  law s to  w om en.

The Bantu Education Act (1953) 

e sta b lish e d  a  s e p a ra te  sy s te m  of 

ed u catio n  fo r  A fric a n  children . 

T he M in iste r of N a tiv e  A ffa irs  

sa id  “N a tiv e  ed u catio n  should  be 

co n tro lled  in  such  a  w ay  th a t  it 
should  be in acco rd  w ith  th e  policy 
of th e  S ta te  . . . m y  d e p a rtm e n t’s 

policy is  th a t  th e re  should  be no 
p lace  fo r th e  B a n tu  in th e  E u ro 

p e a n  co m m u n ity  above th e  level of 

c e rta in  fo rm s of lab o u r."

In  1944 a  law  w as p a sse d  to  tig h 

te n  co n tro l of B a n tu  schools an d  
do aw a y  w ith  m ission  influence.

The Native Labour Settlement  

of Disputes Act (1953) outlaw ed  
s tr ik e s  by A fric a n s  an d  p re v e n te d  

d ire c t b a rg a in in g  b etw een  em p lo y 

e rs  a n d  A fric a n  w o rk e rs .

The Public Safety Act (1953) 

provided  fo r  th e  p ro c la m a tio n  of a  

s ta te  of e m erg en cy  in  w hich  law s 

w ould be su sp en d ed  an d  m a r tia l 

la w  im posed. T h is la w  an d  th e  
Criminal Law Amendment Act

(1953) w ere  p assed  to  sm a sh  th e  
D efiance C am p aig n  of U n ju s t 

L aw s. T h is  m e a su re  im posed se 
v ere  p en alties , in clu d in g  w h ip 

pings, on p erso n s fo u n d  g u ilty  of



b re a k in g  a n y  la w  by w a y  o f p ro 
te s t  a g a in s t  it.

The Natives Resettlement Act
(1954) p rovided  fo r  th e  rem o v al of

57,000 A fric a n s  fro m  th e  W e ste rn  

A re a s  of Jo h a n n e sb u rg , one of th e  
la s t  freeh o ld  a re a s .

Native Land and Trust Amend

ment Act (1954) lim ited  th e  n u m 

b e r of A fric a n  s q u a tte rs  on an y  

fa rm , b u t o ffered  no a lte rn a tiv e  

hom e o r w o rk  to  th o se  s q u a tte rs  
tu rn e d  o ff W h ite  fa rm s.

The Criminal Procedure Act
(1955 ) g a v e  n ew  p o w ers to  th e  po l
ice to  e n te r  p rem ises, an d  p riv a te  

a s  w ell a s  pu b lic  m eetin g s, w ith o u t 
a  w a rra n t.

The Native Urban Areas  

Amendment Act (1955 ) fu r th e r  

tig h te n e d  up p a ss  law  contro l, in 
clud in g  co n tro l of A fric a n s  fro m  

te r r ito r ie s  o u tsid e  th e  U nion, in 
clu d in g  th e  P ro te c to ra te s .

I n  1956 th e  la w  w a s a g a in  

am en d ed  to  g iv e  local a u th o ritie s  
a r b i tr a r y  p o w ers to  b a n ish  A fri
cans.

The Natives Prohibition of In

terdicts Act (1956 ) d eprived  A fri
can s of th e  r ig h t to  ap p ly  to  th e  

S u p rem e C o u rt fo r  in te rd ic ts  r e 
s tra in in g  th e ir  rem o v al o r e je c t

m e n t, w h e th e r  th e  rem o v al o rd er 
w a s v alid  in  la w  o r not.

The Native Administration 

Amendment Act (1956) ex tended 

th e  N a ta l  Code w hich  g iv es th e  

g o v e rn m e n t v e ry  a rb i tr a r y  pow ers 

o v er a ll A frican s, to  th e  Cape, h i

th e r to  exem pted. U n d e r th e  Code 

b a n is h m e n t n o tices can  be served  

w ith o u t notice, a n y  A fric a n  can  be 

a rre s te d  fo r  “en d a n g e rin g  th e  p u b 

lic p eace” an d  d eta in ed  fo r  th re e  

m o n th s  w ith o u t b eing  b ro u g h t to  

co u rt. C om m unal fin e s  c a n  be im 

posed on tr ib e s  an d  com m unities.

The Industrial Conciliation Act
(1956) c re a te d  m a c h in e ry  fo r  the 

s p littin g  o f tra d e  u nions a lo n g  r a 
cial lines.

The Nursing A ct (1957) applied  

a p a rth e id  to  th e  n u rs in g  p ro fe s

sion.

The Native Laws Amendment
Act (1957 ) g av e  th e  G overnm ent 

p o w er to  p ro h ib it A fric a n s  a tte n d 

in g  C h u rch  serv ices in  n o n -A frican  
a re a s , a n d  sim ila rly  o u tlaw ed  m ix 

ed a tte n d a n c e s  a t  clubs, in s titu L 

tio n s  an d  p laces of e n te rta in m e n t.

The University Apartheid Bill
w ill e s ta b lish  se p a ra te , tr ib a l u n i

v e rs itie s  fo r  A fric a n s  a n d  w ill ex 

clude th e m  fro m  th e  U n iv ersities  

th a t  h av e  been m ixed  u p  to  now.

SUPPORT CONGRESS
I n  o u r s tru g g le  fo r  p o litica l 

rig h ts , d ecen t liv in g  conditions, op

p o rtu n itie s  f o r  e d u catio n  a n d  c u l

tu r e  A fric a n s  m u s t be u n ite d  

an d  o rg a n ise d  in to  one m ovem ent. 
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b e n e fit fro m  o u r oppression. A s 

u n ite d  an d  d eterm in ed  m em b ers of 

one N a tio n a l O rg an isa tio n , we can  
achieve o u r goal.

A ll w ho d esire  p ro g re ss  m u s t 
jo in  th e  A fric a n  N a tio n a l C on
g re s s  an d  p la y  th e ir  fu ll p a r t  in  
i ts  w o rk .
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